CAVING LOGBOOK
2008 - 2009

Acq. No. 05415

For future reference and also possible inclusion in the Wessex Cave Club Journal it is
helpful if the following information is provided for all Logbook entries:

o Date of trip and destination

o Names of all the people in the party
* A resume of the trip

e Name of the author
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Tuesday 1st January 2008 — Swildon’s Hole

Ali and Pete Moody, Pete Hann, Nigel Graham, Richard Carey I

The water piped into Lowbow on the 31st December 2007 using the forty “plumbing”

had been left flowing overnight and the aim of this trip was to:

1) Investigate the effect of this water on Lowbow and to see if we had permanently
sumped the final rift in Lower Lowbow.

2) Check Water Chamber Dig to see how much that this had backed up.

3) Investigate the new inlet below the Forty, on the right 15m downstream of the
folded strata bend, which had been observed by Stu Waldren and Mark Helmore

~ while exiting from the cave yesterday evening. 4
4) Check out the streamway as far as Trat’s and also St.Paul’s Series for any new S
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ition it where the stream cascades dO c p
ed to achieve this. The water level in Water Chamber Dig was TEEHr 77
end pool was found to be about 15¢m deeper than yesterday. The “pllﬁﬂme Wapss
removed from Lowbow for the time being in order to avoid drawing attention to our
new inlet. We hope to return with more maypole to finishing asscssing the inlet asap.

Ali

Saturday Sth January 2008 — Charterhouse Cave
(Ali Moody, Pete Hann, Nigel Graham.

Lﬁood and well needed cementing session with Pete H stabilising a large keystone
above the next 2m deep drop and Ali finishing off the lower section of the shaft. Nigel
as usual was on cement mixing duties in the Ice Box — five buckets of cement used
and in the end we ran out of sand. Good draught blowing up the shaft today. A couple
of bats were in residence in Singing Stal. First Charterhouse digging trip of 2008!

Ali
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Saturday 12th January 2008 ;- A day out cave-bagging on Eastern Mendip

Phil Hendy, Jacky Ankerman, Ali and Pete Moody

1) White Woman’s Hole (Asham Wood

This cave which was once a Romano-British counterfeiter’s den has two entrances
and provides a 20m long through trip of mainly hands-and-knees crawling. Ali was
the only taker for this epic undertaking.

2) Tom Tivey’s Hole

A 3m long rock shelter in Asham Wood, which was thoroughly explored by the team.

3) Seven Springs and Yogi Pot

As a result of the recent extremely heavy rain this series of resurgences in Asham

Wood were discharging a considerable amount of water. Yogi Pot was an impressive
sight with water welling out from below the corrugated sheet covering the entrance.
Several other risings were noted around the quarry including one where the water v
bubbﬁJﬂsup in a dome from the quarry floor. '
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4) Holwell Rising

Following a leisurely pub lunch (after these hard trips) we attempted to find Holwell
Rising but could find no sign of this resurgence. Also, the well in the car park (by the
Bear Inn) that we assumed might be associated with the old holy well was bone dry,
which was very surprising considering the recent rainfall,

5) Tom Tivey’s Other Hole

The entrance of this cave is a hole in the left-hand verge by the side of the A361 as
you approach the Nunney Catch roundabout from the Holwell direction.
Unfortunately at some stage either the Highways Authority or the council have placed
a large boulder in the entrance. However, after clearing the brambles Ali was able to
squeeze past this and drop down into a small chamber. This is well decorated with
white flowstone and is surprisingly pretty and clean and I doubt if the cave sees many
visitors. A metal rim (possibly of an old cartwheel) rests against one wall. From the
chamber a decorated alcove can be entered to the right and a descending passage in
the floor chokes after 3m. Looking back towards the entrance it appears that there
might be a lower entrance to this cave but this is completely choked and probably
comes up under the road!

6) Vallis Vale Cave

In Complete Caves this is reported to be Mendip’s most easterly cave. It was a wise
decision to do the day’s trips in this order as this little gem could perhaps be described
as a shit hole. The cave starts as a short crawl after which a wriggle up through
boulders gives access to the first chamber where it is possible to drop down again to a
few metres of horizontal dug passage. From the chamber a flat-out crawl in sticky
mud leads to a bedding chamber. The exit from this second chamber 1s a downward
sloping crawl in extremely sticky bright yellow mud. Phil and Jackie guarded the
entrance to the cave while Pete explored the entrance crawl leaving Ali to explore
getting plastered in yellow mud in the process. In retrospect it was definitely a
mistake not bothering with an oversuit! The cave appears to still be inhabited by foxes
and contains an excellent collection of animal skeletons in all shapes and sizes.

After scraping off the worst of the mud a retreat was made to Upper Pitts for tea and
cake — an excellent day out. Ali

Wednesday 16th January 2008 — Swildon’s Hole

Pete and Ali Moody, Pete Hann, Aubrey Newport, Richard Carey, Colin Shapter and
Russ Brooks

A return trip to the inlet below. the Forty. An additional 3m length of maypole was
taken down giving us a total height of about 9m. This was manoeuvred into place
directly in line where the inlet flows down the right-hand wall. From the top of the
maypole two holes can be seen towards the back of a ledge. Unfortunately the
maypole was not quite high enough to get a clear view. The rock at this point is very
shaley making in impossible to put in a bolt and the ledge itself is covered in loose
debris (sorry Richard — but I did miss you). The left-hand hole appears to be a small

slot a few centimetres high while the right-hand hole looks circular and is probably

— -

2R
{7



. well developed and therefore we now believe that these two ho
 draw-down from an old fossil passage. The roof above the drippy stal

Gotball s:zad and shapad '['he passages in Wawr Hoall

folded strata bend will be investigated later this year. Before exiting the pif
back down Lowbow, re-plumbing the inlet with the triple aim of:

1) Allowing Lowbow to dig itself.
2) Hopefully continue to wash open the drainhole in Water Chamber Dig

3) Possibly wash some of the debris off the ledge by the inlet.

Ali

Saturday 19th January 2008 — Charterhouse Cave

Team 1 — Pete Hann, Pete and Ali Moody
Team 2 — Richard Carey, John Biffin (Bif) and Clive Westlake

Unfortunately for them the Team 2 trip to Upper Flood had been rained off — but
fortunately for us they offered to do a “sand carry” to the end of Chill Out Choke
before giving Bif a tourist trip around Charterhouse.

Team 1 continued work at the end of the boulder ruckle. Pete H played with boulders
while Ali finished some cement work and Pete M was on cement mixing duties. Good
draught blowing from the dig and some careful thought will be required to remove the
next keystone without collapsing the whole ruckle around us! Ali
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y, Tom Stearn, Norman Wright and Graham Speed

“ﬂmﬁmt time in Aggy for all except Ali so a general tourist trip to Northwest Junction
- and then up the Turkey Streamway, The recent heavy rainfall had left an impressive
- foam line about Im above the normal water level and we came to the conclusion that

the ‘I‘u‘rkey Streamway would be extremely interesting to negotiate under these
conditions! Ali

Saturday 2nd February 2008 — Charterhouse Cave o]

Pete Hann, Ali Moody and Nigel Graham

TaE More boulder-wrestling by Pete at the bottom of the shaft while Ali continued with ~
: finishing off some cement work above him. Nigel making his excellent “glue™ as
usual. Progress now involves trying to remove some of the keyed in boulders
mentioned on the previous trip (19th January). These boulders are bridged across
what we thought was a 2m drop and Mr Hann in his enthusiasm had to be reminded
on at least two occasions that perhaps it is not a good idea to pull out the main
chockstone while standing on these boulders. Also by the end of the trip with stones
rattling off into the depths we had revised our estimation of the drop beneath our feet
to be at least 3 to 4m (if not more). The quote of the trip came from Pete who
remarked that the only thing holding up the boulder ruckle at this point is the draught!
Five buckets of cement used. The next trip planned for a fortnight — to allow time to
calm our nerves, the cement to harden and for Mr Hann to “mend” as he complained
that I had broken him (again)! Ali

Tuesday Sth February 2008 — Charterhouse Cave

Ali Moody, Andrew Moon, Tom Stearn and Norman Wright

I just can’t get enough of this place! As we had depleted our store of sand at the Ice
Box on Saturday and it seemed too good an opportunity to miss when the “Tuesday
Nighters” kindly offered to do a carry in return for a tourist trip. A pleasant two hour
~ bimble (if you exclude the sand carrying part) to Singing Stal. Two rocket tubes of

- gravel were also sieved from the streamway and transported to the ruckle. Ali
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Pete Hann, Nigel Graham, Ali and Pete Moody

For the last month we have been able to look down into what appeared to be an open
route between staled up boulders, leading led off to the left below the boulder bridge.
During the previous trips we had removed as many boulders as possible without
causing the whole floor to drop at least 2m. The first aim of this trip was to despatch a
large keystone from a safe distance. With the boulder gone we were able to drop
down 1nto a void 2m long by 1.5m wide. One wall is solid and covered in flowstone
while the other wall and roof is the usual clatch and precariously supported boulders.
Inviting black spaces could be seen though the floor of staled up boulders. After a
short gardening session a route was opened up at the end of the void and a very
careful wriggle under a chockstone of extremely dubious stability allowed us to drop
down mto the open area below. The sound of water falling had been noted on
previous trips and an inlet splashes down a rifty aven at this point. Moving across to
the right gave access to a large rifty void where it was possible to look down about
4m to a boulder floor. There are several large and precariously perched slabs at the
head of this climb and below them is a 3m high vertical wall of mud and clatch, held
in place only by a thin coating of cracked flowstone, and freeclimbable with extreme
caution. This area and everything below this point is HIGHLY UNSTABLE and
Nigel stayed on the exit side of the breakthrough to guard the route out and also to be
able call out a rescue if necessary. At the base of the climb a route between some
loose looking hanging deaths allowed us to descend a further 6m vertically to where

we dropped out of the boulder choke! Ahead a well-decorated passage in SOLID \
ROCK gave access to the continuation of the Charterhouse streamway. This was '
explored for about 50m to where it could be seen continuing ..... 4

Of particular note in the streamway are the huge blocks of aragonite, and two large
flowstone covered boulders, which have obviously fallen from original position as the
statalactites are now horizontal. Also at the point where we stopped the last few
inches of many of the stalactites at stream level had been broken off. A horizontal
inlet passage enters on the right just before the point where we stopped.

On the way out through the choke the inlet aven was climbed. This is Sm high and at
the top the water enters from a small horizontal passage. This could be entered with a
bit of work with a lump hammer.

On the exit through the choke the clatch pile directly below the wriggle under the
chockstone started collapsing on the way out causing a few heart stopping ****
moments for Ali who was last out. Five buckets of cement were used to stabilise the
breakthrough point before exiting.

An excellent 6 hour trip — watch this space! Ali

Saturday 23rd February 2008 — Charterhouse Cave

Ali and Pete Moody, Pete Hann and Nigel Graham

A working trip to attempt to see what could be done about the lower part of the
boulder ruckle. While exiting last week it had been found that it is very easy to miss
the way back near the breakthrough point and end up squeezing up between boulders
(probably directly below the Ice Box) — not a healthy place to be! Pete M laid a
tagged line through the new part of ruekle to mark the route and to prevent this

e —17 |
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happening again. Nigel mixed cement for Ali who used -s_%x buckets to st,amllsethe e
breakthrough'area while Pete x 2 gardened the lower section of the ruckle in atnak .
attempt to make it marginally safer. Pete H and Ali continued downstream to take a

few photos in the section of streamway explored last week and taped off some of the

formations.
Trip time 5% hours. Ali

Saturday 1 March 2008 — Charterhouse Cave
Nigel Graham, Pete and Ali Moody, Pete Hann

The aim of this trip was to push on downstream beyond the poil_lt reached on t_he 16th
of February. A ladder was used to avoid the 3m calcited mud climb and once in the
streamway Nigel led beyond the point reached on 16 Februa.ry but after about 20m the
passage narrowed to a tight rift with the only option, a wet silted up craw! at stream
level. A quick dig by Mr Hann allowed him to squeeze through to where it was
possible to stand up again. Working from both sides it was possible to enlarge the
crawl and also to drain the pool. Ahead, the passage continued as a tight gently
descending rift (very reminiscent of Renold’s Passage in Longwood). Ali passed two
squeezes, reaching a point where the passage changed shape to a descending section
of phreatic stream passage and was soon joined by Pete x 2, but regrettably Nigel
decided not to continue past the point where the passage had narrowed. The phreatic
passage descended steadily and after dropping down a small cascade we found that
we were looking across the top of a chamber with a 6m pitch down the wall to the
floor. Pete H and Ali explored a high level passage in the roof immediately before the
pitch while Pete M returned to the boulder choke for the ladder. The Charterhouse
stream flows across the chamber, dropping down over boulders and then rounds a
corner where it is joined by a large inlet stream, entering from the right at the base of
a boulder choke — the GB water? Taking turns to lead a roomy passage was followed
downstream for over 150m passing some stunning formations in places. At the end of
this section there is a large frozen cascade on the left with a passage visible at the top.
For the next 40m the stream passage gradually narrowed and then lowered to a low
crawl and we were eventually stopped where the stream disappears down a narrow
slot. To the right at this point a mud bank blocked the entry to what appeared to be a
passage. A few seeds had germinated on this bank and at times the water must back
up from the constriction ahead and flow off over the mud bank. A quick rabbit by Mr
Hann revgaled that the ongoing passage is probably about 2m high by 1.5m wide.

On l.hc exit N!‘gel pushed the inlet passage (noted on 16 February) before the narrow
section but this ended in boulders after 12m.

Five and a half hour trip and a further 250m of stream way explored making a total of
about 300m —~ YOHHHH .... Ali

Saturday 8 March 2008 - Charterhouse Cave

Pete and Ali Moody, Pete Hann

The three aims for this trip were threefold:

1) Attempt a dye test with GB,

2) lry 1o get a few photos of the new extension.

3) Dig a route past the mud bank at the end of the streamway




3 The dye test was extremely successful with the large inlet stream in Charterhouse

— trying bright green 35mins after the fluorescein was placed at the bottom of the Gorge
in GB by the UBSS. While Ali was waited by the inlet for the dye to come through
Pete Hann starting taking a few photos further downstream but unfortunately this

Lo exercise was cut short when the tripod fell over depositing the camera in the stream.
The mud bank at the end was quickly excavated giving access to a further 40m of
g walking sized streamway and a sump. On the route out Pete Hann checked out the

start of the passage above the “frozen cascade™ and this can be seen continuing in an

casterly direction but a change of clothes will be required to protect the flowstone

—_ while pushing in further. Another possible high level passage was noted immediately Sy
upstream of the Blades and will be looked at with clean gear on the next trip. Ali

Saturday 15 March 2008 — Charterhouse Cave

Pete Hann, Pete and Ali Moody

s The aim of this trip was to try to push any potential side passages on the “eastern”
side of the streamway. Pete Hann had dried out his camera during the week and also
wanted to try to take a few more photos. On the way down through the choke a couple
of large boulders in the choke moved near Pete H for no apparent reason — SCARY'.
i The first passage involves a chimney up a flowstone coated rift in the roof of the
= streamway just upstream of the Blades and from below it iooks as though there could
be a flat roofed passage leading off to the left at this point Unfortunately the
flowstone leads steeply up for 5m to roof level and there is no evidence of any
i passage.
The second site — the passage that leads off from the top of the frozen cascade and
g looked at by Pete H last week proved to be much more successful. This passage starts
as a 3m wide bedding but after a few metres lowers to a flat out squeeze about 2m
long over frosted cornflake-like crystals — which proved to be Ali-only-sized. Beyond
=- the squeeze the passage enlarged to a comfortable hands-and-knees crawl (very
phreatic looking), with a few cobbles on the floor. After a few metres it swings hard
right (bearing 55 degrees), where a small passage enters on the left and changes shape
to a decorated rift 2m high by about 1.5 metres wide. Ali stopped a few metres
further, at the start of a crystal pool but was unable to get a good look onwards as the
- passage snakes out of sight. The potential is very good as we are so deep and the air is
fresh in this passage but there is a high risk that it could just stal up. On the next trip
we should be with a hammer and chisel and crowbar we should be able to make the
— squeeze “Pete-sized”.
We then all continued downstream to inspect the sump again. It had obviously been
7 raining hard all afternoon, as water levels downstream of the confluence were much
higher on the exit. Also the small amount of water that had been noted falling from
the centre of the roof of the pitch chamber on the way down was now a good
- waterfall. Excellent trip — 5 hours, and we now have a few good photos of the
extension if the choke collapses! Al
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19-25/03/08 CPC Easter meet
34 members of the Craven descended on the Wessex hut. The dribble began on the Wednesday and
there were members caving on the Thursday, Goatchurch and Sidcot Swallet. That evening saw the
masses arrive and the Hunters was attended and much ale drunk. With the leader, Ric, missing due to
bad health, a replacement was found in the capable hands of Gordon Cordwell, who with the help of ]
Brian & Brenda Prewer and Ali Moody soon had things planned and trips in place. Swildons was the
g centre of attention on the Friday with various trips done to Sump One, the Short Round, and Priddy )
Green Sink. Saturday evening was spent playing skittles in the New inn. CPC vs Wessex & others - final
. score - 3 draw! Sunday saw St Cuthberts and GB trips, In the evening a Reservior Hole trip took place.
On Monday folk started leaving but some folk did a Manor Farm trip. Others walked. several visits were
—_— made by the diggers to admire the Templeton dig. Monday night the final trip to the Hunters was made
by the dwindling remains and a clean up done on Tuesday morning. A great weekend was had by all.
o= 27 Thank you

P Q.}:"&ﬁ»z% (_(‘ p(s

e Saturday 22 March 2008 — St. Cuthbert’s 8

e Pete Jones (Mole), Mark Ollis, Jim Cook, Geoff Whittaker, and Jonathan Damrel D) ]
— all CPC plus Ali Moody

A good run St. Cuthberts for the Craven. Usual tourist Boulder Chamber, Curtain
Chamber, Fingers, Cerberus Hall etc. The bucket had been Ieﬁ in at tht? end of Gour |
e Rift and the water progressed from knee to neck deep (for Ali) by the time we_had =
' reached the dam. The bucket was removed (with some difficulty) and wc'contmu?d to &
~ inspect Sump 1. Unfortunately by the time we retufned to Gour R.lﬁ the water leve_l..

had only dropped a few centimetres — so we all enjoyed another chilly wafic! O_u_t via

Rabbit Warren, Railway Tunnel and Harem Passage. A detour was made into the start
- of Maypole Series before continuing down Sentry Passage. Out via TravarseChamhm:

and the Water Chute. Al




BVEFe Easter weekend I overheard a conversation when covers were dlscusii’e v
ey andorgulngilae ents of various Ve Zr;?g; n Swindon’s Hole. When asked wh) ,
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experience.

Rik had laid the best foundations calling in the expertise of Wessex members and tttle? E;szer:]c‘; thaeftlcle :

gauntlet onfo Gordon. He became the cement matrix bin:‘lngdtoglether r:'helg:-ffgll-s:g t:N Eilth faila r; el
i herent deposit. On the ground Alison Moody, In particuiar, :

gﬁdethighg:ia?a?eio[fzr me] p?ovided the best welcome and made this far more than a perfect trip; it

_  became the perfect weekend.

_ Iended up in Swildon’s Hole again, St Cuthberts, Templeton, Charterhouse and Manor Farm

Swallet,

Friday 21 March 2008 Short round trip ~ Swildon’s Hole .
— Alison Moody, John Cooper, Richard Carey, (all Wessex) Dick Orlando + Mark Ollis

Hot Cross Buns

Good Friday began with a drive from Bath and bad news that Ric would not be joining us. Gordon was
co-ordinating a trip to the Priddy Green Sink but this was full. Alison Moody had kindly offered to lead
_ the Short Round Trip later that morning. I had never met her but tales of ‘grand tours’ and her
contribution to an excellent book (in Descent) left me in no doubt that I wanted to join one of her trips.

It had been some time since I had been on Mendip with any seriousness. My school in Bath offered
— caving as a major games option and from 1979 until 1982 BCSS did little else but tick off as many caves
of the area as we could. I had been back once or twice to introduce interested parties to the upstream
end of the sump or propose to my wife - she had a twisted ankle and was therefore unable to climb up
the selected mountain — in Barnes Loop.

We changed into wetsuits at the Wessex and collected hoods and gloves. A quick briefing on ducks and
surnps and one potential Craven caver dropped out as he had not dived the sump before. A pound in
the yellow tin and we made our way across the fields to the blockhouse at the entrance to Swindon’s
Hole. Things had changed, the gnarly tree had huge holes down through the roots into the entrance
series and the difficult block was now a straightforward climb due to the movements above the
Showerbath. Soon we were heading down the short dry way and Alison was calling out names, dates
and I realised that a trip that I thought I knew well still had so much more to offer. Jacob’s ladder made

my mind‘shift to home [I must bring my son here] and very quickly we landed in the Water Chamber,
the meeting point for all of the different routes into the Forty Foot Pot.

1

e S T

§ Follp'.ving the 1968 flood the pitch had been bypassed but prior to that time the Forty Foot Pot was the
~ major obstacle to exploration. Indeed, it took from 1901 until 1913 to pass the drop and then it was a

difficult climb even with the water diverted awa i iti i
be y from the pitch. Today it is a straightforward
~ the Water Rift into the stream way below - the Eight Foot Brop. i ; dais:

™ The: Twenty Foot Pot was rigged with ladder and lifeline for the return and part way down the splash of
;.f:tseivza;;e:ully en;ereg the collar of my oversuit, Déja vu. The sequence of moves through the Double
e en:mem ere we.ll’although a little slower, but I watched Dick, expecting the inevitable
Ptism as a 'son of Mendip’, He, of course was watching Alison who was well practised.

. Barnes loop was taken in next and then ver

soon we : i
moment to consider the photographs in they Srrived at Tratmanss tSmah. pausiog s

new book recently published by the Wessex Cave Club.

The Forbidden Grotto was not passed un

til 1953 with t
efforts were concentrated at the First Mud Sump
Secq\d Mud Sump a sophisticated series of dams

he blasting of the boss and then most of the
= this was not the key to the round trip. Today, at the
and pipework drains the water back upstream so that




_'._'..?: —
it is able to soak away by a different course, Bailing took forty minutes but both Richard and TZamd
only manage a short period at the well head. Lifting the buckets up into a funnel that supplied the

- peturn pipe was really hard work. John took over, lifting bucket after bucket to head level and gradually

r

T""T-'-u f

the level of the Mud Sump was lowered,

gventually a suitable air space was achieved and then ‘quick as a flash’ hoods were donned and bodies
started disappearing. No time for anticipation or second thoughts, helmet in one hand above your head,
the other clutching your bag and trailed below your feet. Worked slowly on your back, relax, breathe
and suddenly the realisation that this is quite straightforward. It felt very different from previously and
then the realisation dawned that this was the first time I had used a hood whilst in a duck; thoroughly
recommended.

Soon afterwards the impressive void that is Shatter Pot appears [see the photograph on page 175 in
Swildon’s Hole - 100 years of exploration published by the Wessex Cave Club]. This is the return of the
Long Round Trip although the photograph shows the descent from Swynne-Puke. The next point of

interest is Fault Aven a chamber with angular white crystalline material everywhere and three avens &)
above connected by a precarious traverse - the Churchill Traverse. ;

The Greasy Chimney provides the next obstacle, passed slowly but not too difficult and then on past an
obvious mud eroded formation to the diagonal slab topped rift of Blue Pencil. Initially the siphon for the —
first of the Double Troubles needs to be started but as this can take a while you have time to descend
the Blue Pencil passage to the Swindon’s Four streamway. This tight passage drops quickly before
making a sharp right handed bend. I had realised that Alison gives advice when the going gets awkward
and here we were Dick behind me spent more time getting it right. Grab the chain and then drop to the
stream below.

The streamway has a character similar to Swildon’s Two but with the Cowsh Aven inlet high above, =]
Down to Sump IV and then I was pushed to the front to lead up to Sump III. The view is better but the
thoughts of return up the chain and back around the Blue Pencil berid began to return. The uphill —
journey was not as bad and quickly we were up and inspecting the troubles. Although they are ‘double’
there are actually four ducks all short but with a back down approach. Hoods on.

——

Both Double Troubles and Bang Squeeze and duck were passed and on to the final real squeeze,
mistakenly called the Birthday Squeeze. More instructions, “keep left and high before moving down to
the right once you are through.” Dick was in front but then came to a halt. Legs flailed and I jumped
back rather than greet his wellies with my teeth. After offering some encouragement I backed up to
provide a solid platform for him to press against. He moved slowly and gradually before suddenly he
was in the Birthday Squeeze Duck and out onto the landing. Ll

The return back up the stream and through Sump I was straightforward taking the inclined rift until we -
met fairies at the Twenty Foot Pot. Alison had experienced this before, sneaking confidently between

the lifelined party as the rope returned and soon we were heading back up the wet way out into a much —
colder day.

I purchased the new book Swildon’s Hole - 100 years of exploration whilst we were at the Wessex and
guided by Alison Moody understood far more about the system than I have in any other cave. I have
now read the first chapter, sadly the author Dave Irwin is no longer with us but on Saturday we were
fortunate to visit his memorial plaque in St Cuthbert’s. Sat at home afterwards and reading the second
chapter - A description of the cave - I am encouraged to return far sooner than the time before. I )
asked Alison Moody to sign my book, she summed up the day nicely with the comment ‘Happy Caving’

this truly was a happy Good Friday. Mark Ollis (CPC) 1/4/08 -

After thought — What we always referred to as the round trip is now termed by most as the Short Round -~
Trip. Two other major round trips also exist and one through trip. The Long Round Trip follows the

Damp Link from Swildon’s Six and Shatter Series to emerge in Shatter Pot. Watergate comes into 5
Paradise Regained at Fault Chamber Junction near Fault Chamber beginning in Swildon’s four. Priddy
Green Sink provides a through trip from the green into the Swildon’s Four streamway and out via Blue

Pencil usualiy ‘ { o 2 3
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Moiduy-7 April 2008 — Charterhouse Cave

Ali and Pete Moody and John Cooper

A trip to start the survey of the new extensions. The previous final station point from
the 1983 survey was in Grotto of the Singing Stal and unfortunately since then none
of the boulder choke had been surveyed. Starting at Singing Stal it took us about 2
hours to survey through Chill Out Choke.This was John’s first time through the choke
and he appeared to be suitably impressed by the “hanging deaths”. Pete Hann’s Disto
proved invaluable for this type of surveying (large voids between boulders) where it is
not desirable to wander around foo much or to touch anything. We were all relieved
once we were out of the choke and much faster progress was made in the streamway.
The survey was taken to the start of the Narrows - 6% hour trip.

The data shows that 150m of passage was surveyed between Singing Stal and the
Narrows. We have dropped 35m vertically in the boulder choke and the depth of the
cave at the Narrows is 140m or 1150D. Al

Wednesday 9 April 2008 — Heale Farm Cave

Ali Moody, Andy Snook, Charlotte Kemp, Jude Vanderplank & Richard Carey

We decided to include this out of the way cave as part of our A to Z on Mendip caves
and despite the loose entrance we managed to get down as far as the Alimentary
Canal. There were quite a few furry moths around so some care was needed to get
past them. A very interesting and different cave. Fortunately we had asked permission
from the landowner as we were interrogated by a lady from the neighbourhood watch.
She did calm down a bit once we had managed to explain that we did in fact have
permission. Apparently there have been a lot of burglaries. So despite the fact that we
were parked in plain site appear to have caused a ruckus. (Note: we had to provide our
caving insurance numbers in order to get permission for this cave). Richard

Saturday 12 April 2008 — Charterhouse Cave

Pete Hann, Ali and Pete Moody and Nigel Graham

The aim of this trip was to stabilise some more of the boulder choke. Nigel on cement
mixing duties as usual with Ali working near the inlet just below the breakthrough
point to support a large boulder. The two Pete’s assessed the possibility of bypassing
the ladder pitch in the ruckle but decided that this will not be very easy to achieve.
Pete Hann did some work on the bypass to the traverse at the start of the streamway.
A cementing session will now be needed to make this route safe. Mr Hann then
returned declaring that he had felt a bit lonely and was missing the usual digging
banter and grief that we normally give him! Ten mixes of cement used and we have
run out of sand again — we still have a lot of work to do. Any volunteers for carrying
~some sand in for us please? Ali -
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Jude Vanderplank and Richard Carey.

Ali Moody, Andy Snook, Charlotte Kemp,

AZ Wi v {0 find a real Cave that begins with L It is also
i Sl t to be a lot more interesting than we

known as Willets Lane Hole. And it turned ou sting
had anticipated. We entered the lowest of two entrances and dropped into the first

chamber. Following downslope 2 shored up crawl to a second chamber, "The Bargain
Basement" was found.

This is a steep chamber with a possible way on in the floor. The scaffoldmg is quite
pusty so probably hasn't been dug for a while. On the way back out just after the lower
entrance a low crawl was encountered. We pushed on through to reveal another larger
passage descending to a choked rift. On the right there was a low squeeze through to
another small chamber complete with some stal and crystals. Truly rer_narkable. To
complete the.@p we exited the higher entrance. S0 another through trip bagged.

A real gem. ‘f{ichard

17 Agrlil 2008 — Swildon’s Hole

Pete and Ali Moody, Andrew Moon, Tom Stearn and Norman Wright

The aim of this trip was to move the flexi pipe from its present position feeding water
down Lowbow and move it to Water Chamber Dig. An extra section of pipe was
required to achieve this and the length reserved for the Mud Sump was taken
underground. The end of the original pipe was removed from Lowbow and the new
section attached. Andrew, Tom and Norman then did a brilliant job with tent pegs,
metal pipe and pieces of rope supporting the flexi pipe so that it runs at the top of the
left hand wall of the Water Chamber and then into Water Chamber Dig. In order to
increase the flow of water Pete also re plumbed in the section of pipe, which feeds
extra water into The Oxbows from the entrance chamber. An inspection was then
made of the drippy stal, but there was no obvious change to the amount of water
entering here. Also the cascade down the right hand wall of the streamway a short
distance downstream of the folded strata bend, which had been noted in the earlier
experiments was still dry. However, an hour later when a party led by Les Williams
exited, they noted that the cascade had started flowing. Ali

19 April 2008 — Charterhouse Cave

Pete Hann Pete and Ali Moody

The initial aim of this trip was to enlarge the letter box squeeze at the start of the
passage above the Frozen Cascade so that Pete x 2 could get through it. A large
larpau}m was tal::cn in to protect the flowstone of the Frozen Cascade but a second
one will be required to cover the bottom section. The squeeze was attacked from both
sides and fortunately it proved relatively easy to break up the crystal floor and after
about an hu'ur Pete x 2 were able to join Ali on the far side by the bend where the
passage swings ri ght and enlarges. Muddy oversuits were removed but the crystal
poo! t!aat Ali had stopped at on 15 March had drained, The first part of this passage i
reminiscent to St Paul’s Series in Swildon’s, It heads in a south-casterly directiof aI::l

Yt : 4 iy
g 3% .




e ——

then breaks out into a larger higher level passage entered by climbing up between a
ks few boulders. At this point it became very clear that we weren't in an inlet passage

but in an old fossil downstream route, This passage is square shaped just like some of
 gae the active streamway. In an upstream direction it almost immediately ended in a stal
and mud choke while downstream the 2m x 2m passage with a gour floor slopes
downwards heading on a bearing of 135 degrees. It then changes shape to a phreatic
3= tube 1.5m in diameter (bearing 120 degrees), still descending and becomes
increasingly muddy until it ends in a stal encrusted duck (very similar to Gour Pool
Duck in Shatter Series with a 1.5 cm airspace. This appeared to be short and after
sticking his feet through to determine it length Pete M (also the only person with a
wet suit on) very bravely pushed it and with much spluttering emerged in an airbell
Rk about 45cm high and 1.5m wide. Unfortunately we seem to be in Charterhouse’s
version of Sump V Swildon’s and looking ahead a further airbell could be seen on
both the left and the right hand side of the passage and it is thought that these are
— probably joined. These airbells have about 10cm of airspace and beyond it the passage |

sumps. Length of passage from the right hand bend to the ducks was estimated tobe
about 70m and the new passage appears to be running parallel to the active e |
streamway. We now have two downstream sumps to dive! Ali
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 Length of surveyed passage from Singing S

| interesting paw marks were found i

¢ sump to the entrance.

i ---results of the survey (until we tie the survey station in Sm %

The preliminary e
with the original 1983 survey)

tal to the sump = 460m (which includes
about 60m through the boulder choke).

Vertical drop from Singing Stal to the Confluence = 93m which gives a depth at this
point of 160m and an OD of 95.

Vertical drop between Singing Stal and the sump pool = 112m which gives
Charterhouse a depth of 180m (590ft) and an OD of 75.

 This makes Charterhouse deeper than both Longwood (175m) and Swildon’s Hole

(167m).

Wookey Hole is Mendip’s deepest cave at 182m (5971t) but we should beat this once
the sump 1s dived. YOHHHH.... Al

Saturdav 3 May 2008 — Charterhouse Cave

Pete Hann, Ali & Pete Moody, Clive Westlake and Richard Carey

The main aim of this trip was to start photographing the new extensions starting at the
streamway sump. Pete M also wanted to dive the static sump at the end of the Frozen
Cascade passage. It was also a very noteworthy occasion as it was also the 1000th
(recorded) caving trip for Mr Carey — congratulations Rich and you will soon have as
much Radon poisoning as the rest of us! A fairly successful trip with Pete H and
Clive photographing from the sump back to the pitch near the confluence. Pete M
dived 4-5m into the static sump but unfortunately was unable to find a way on as

everything appears to be bloked by stal. Another attempt will be made at a later date
when water levels have dropped. Ali

sday 20 2008 — Wookey Hole

Ali & Pete Moody, Martin Grass, J acky Ankerman, Lee Hawkswell and Nigel Taylor

This was a great opportunity to have a poke around all the sid -
(2l eng " > side passages off the show
cave, including Charon’s Chamber, the entrance rifis around Gcatshegr:l Chamber znd A
also the bedding plane beyond the stalagmite grille, off the First Chamber. Some Wry o5
n the mud by the lake in the First Chamber and it
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;. fm sUIImery spent on the Swildon's book and this one down Charterhouse!

Saturday 24 May 2008 — Charterhouse Cave

Pete Hann, Nigel Graham, Ali and Pete Moody

Pete M did a sand carry in and then exited for the surface (wise man). Pete H worked
on the bypass to the traverse below the ruckle. Ali started stabilising the bottom
section of the ruckle while Nigel mixed cement non-stop until we ran out of sand. We
then continued downstream so that Mr H could resume work on a dig off the Right-
hand Inlet passage before the Narrows. Leaving Pete to this Nigel and Ali went off to
check another passage, retumning to find that not only had Pete managed to get into
open passage but in the process had achieved a good job of sealing himself in when
the entrance boulders slid down to join him. We did eventually agree to dig him out
after a little persuasion! The new passage runs parallel to the inlet in a downstream
direction and after making the entrance safer Ali was able to push it for 9m to where it
became too tight. Ali

Saturday 31 May 2008 — Charterhouse Cave

Ali Moody, Pete Hann, Nigel Graham and John Biffin (Bif)

Photo trip to the Aragonite Streamway to start getting some pics for Hidden Earth.
After a few problems with flash-guns Pete photographed from just below the traverse
to just before the Right-hand inlet. The cave was very wet and we also took the
oppqﬁunity of photographing the Conflunce under these conditions. Ali and Bif then
continued downstream to the sump. There had clearly been a considerable amount of
water down the cave following the heavy rain last Thursday, many of the foot marks
had beenl washed away and a considerable amount of foam in the roof of the final 10m
of crawlm_g bcfm:e the gravel bank - quite sobering. At the sump there was foam in
the r90f (like Swildon’s, Sump I after heavy rain) but no evidence of the water
backing up, which is a very promising sign. Al

¥

008 — Charterhouse Cave
John Cooper and Pete and Alj Moody
Having spent the last few weeks trying to sort out the quires arising from the 1983

survey figures we decided that the only way (o resolve then i 5
. 1em was to run another line
survey from the entrance to the first station of the new survey in Singing Stal, The last
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Saturday 7 June 2008 - Charterhouse Cave

Pete Hann, Ali Moody, Jon Williams, Russ Brooks (who was trying the cave for size)
and Pete Moody (cement carry).

NB Nl gel was excused Charterhouse and his usual cementing mixing duties as he had
cut his hand during the week, resulting in 9 stitches and had produced a satisfactory
sick note.

Unfortunately Russ didn’t fit through the gate squeeze and made an carly exit to enjoy
the sun. We transported 3 x 41t lengths of metal ladder down the cave plus 2
containers of cement. Taking advantage of the rigid ladder Pete H and Ali stopped to
recheck out the high-level passage on the bend just before the lower passage opens
out below the Citadel, but this passage quickly closes up to a choked rift about 10cm
wide and is not a digging prospect. Mark Helmore and Bean as part of their fitness
training for the summer (assisted by Bif and Mak on occasion) had very kindly agreed
to deliver sand to the boulder ruckle gate and this sand was moved on through the
ruckle. The fixed ladder was installed and work started on pushing through the bypass
to the boulder ruckle pitch, which would avoid an extremely dangerous section of
“hanging deaths™ above the 4m climb. By the end of the session the bypass was
opened but at least another couple of sessions will be required to stabilise this route
and also to enlarge it slightly. Tourist trip for Jon to the start of the Narrows before
exiting. Al

Sunday 8 June 2008 — Charterhouse Cave

Pete and Ali Moody and John Biffin (Bif)

The survey completed on 5 July pulled up a major discrepancy with the 1983 survey
and a concern had arisen following the previous trip that the two Wessex clinos give
readings of between 1-1.5 degrees difference. Fortunately after some careful checking
we determined had been the one that we had been using for all the recent survey work
was correct. With a different person taking the readings the intention of this trip was
to resurvey the resurvey to double-check on the readings particularly the depth. This
survey confirmed Thursday’s readings (with only a 4cm difference in depth between
them) and means that the 1983 version had an error.

_ The revised figures show an OD at the sump of 69m, giving a depth of 186m (610ft) —
which makes Charterhouse 4m deeper than Wookey Hole and hence Mendip’s

deepest cave. Ali

Saturday 14 June 2008 — Charterhouse Cave

Ali Moody, Tony Boycott, Andy Farrant and Jon Tulling

A geological trip to get Andy’s opinion on the new extension. Unfortunately Tony
didn’t make it through the Narrows, getting beaten by the second pinch point. Andy
became very excited with the fossil passage beyond the Frozen Cascade believing it to
probably be formed on the 70-75m water table, which is the same level as the phreatic

- passages at the bottom of Rhino. PTO o)
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- --'jwe' had lastworked this site circa the early 1_990’8 and ba,ng debris rema.med m
this period. Dig restarted and 24 bags of spoil removed. Ali o

Saturday 2 August 2008 — Charterhouse Cave
Pete &Ali Moody and Tony Boycott (UBSS)

Trip to sketch on passage detail. On the previous trip jI‘ony was unablfe to pass the
Narrows, but this time he took the precaution of wearing a 3ml wetsuit and passed the

pinch points without any problems. Al

Saturday 16 August 2008 — Charterhouse Cave
With Carmen Smith, Chris Binding and Ben Morley (UBSS)

Photo trip to the bottom and also some sketching of passage detail. Cave pretty wet.
The tarpaulin had been washed off the Frozen Cascade and was about 5Sm down the
passage. A small stream was noted flowing down the Frozen Cascade and the
squeeze at the top was a duck with the tapes through this passage at least 10cm under
water. In The Timeline another stream was noted entering from under the boulders
along the left-hand wall, about 7m from the breakthrough point. These boulders are
pretty unstable and while investigating the source of the water Ali had a lucky escape
when the floor collapsed. The tapes were moved to avoid this area in future.
Continuing downstream to the streamway sump, the gravel bank into 100 Fathom
Passage had been washed clean again. Ali

Thursday 21 August 2008 — Charterhouse Cave

With Pete Moody, Pete Hann, Phill Short and Jon Williams

Trip for Phill to dive sump. Phill had 3 dives but the sump proved to be very shallow
but after 9m closed down to a tight bedding about 1m wide by 20cm high, with solid
roof and floor. Unfortunately Phill managed to get Malc Foyle’s line reel completely

wedged at the end. The stream had flowed over the gravel bank into 100 Fathom since
last Saturday. Ali

Saturday 23 August 2008 — Charterhouse Cave
Pete Hann, Ali Moody, Dave Walker and Duncan Price.

ﬁnother photo/survey sketching trip. Photos taken in Chill Out Choke and the
arrows, also around the F‘rozen Cascade. Duncan, Dave and Ali continued to the
streamway sump for a tourist. Using brute force Duncan managed to pull Malc’s line

reel out of the sump, We had been concerned that if thi .
2 $iid - s was not removed asap, debris
would build up behind it, permanently blocking the way on. Al : -
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Monday 25 August 2008 - Black Roek Rif G

Pete & Ali Moody

Most of the old bang debris has now been cleared from the bottom and the “upcave”

end o‘t‘Fhe ﬁnu! rift appears to have pinched down to a 6em wide crack - not very
promising. Ali

Wednesdag 27 August 2008 - Swildon’s Hole

Pete Hann, Aubrey Newport, Colin Shapter and Ali Moody

Trip to Swildon’s One and St. Paul’s Series to take the final photos needed for the
new Swildon’s Hole colour survey. Ali

Saturday 30 Auguse 2008 — Charterhouse Cave

Ali Moody, Pete Hann, Mark (Mak) Kellaway, John Cooper

FINAL photo trip — 6 hours! Ali

Thursday 11 September 2008 — Black Rock Rift

Pete & Ali Moody

All the bang debris has been removed and the bottom of the rift has been cleared out,
but unfortunately there doesn’t appear to be an obvious way on. The site will be
rechecked once the weather gets colder and the draught starts blowing again. Ali

Saturday 13 September 2008 — Charterhouse Cave

Pete Hann, Nigel Graham and Ali Moody

Cementing trip with the aim of completing the ladder pitch bypass in Chill Out
Choke. Nigel mixed while Ali built a retaining wall to stop clatch falling down the
bypass and Pete H enlarged and cemented the bypass. Unfortunately things didn’t go
quite to plan when at the end of the session Mr H assisted the choke in rearranging a
couple of large boulders in the bypass. Ali was down a small hole directly below it the
time — you missed a good opportunity Pete — better luck next time! A further
cementing session will be required to complete the bypass. Ali

Saturday 20 September 2008 — Charterhouse Cave

Pete & Ali Moody, Andrew Atkinson (UBSS), Mark Easterling (Bean) and John
Maneely.

The aim of this trip was for Ali to take a couple of photos for HE and Pete wanted to
have a second look at the static sump at the end of The Timeline. Pete dived on a base
fed line, finding yet another airbell but no way on. The sump just appears to stal up.
John was obviously itching to have a go and although only in a neofleece borrowed
Pete’s diving equipment. He confirmed Pete’s findings but believes that it would be
worth rebelaying the line and checking the right hand side of the sump. All except

PTo

— -

89



Ali Moody, Natalie Field, Andy Brander, Begonia Chamerro, Russell Porter, G_iles{'!f
Martin

Tourist trip for the MCG. The upper surface dam had been l_eﬁ in by a previous party
and the buckets (to plug) the dams were missing on Gour Rift and Sump L. Very
pleasant bimble. Ali

Saturday 11 October 2008 — Charterhouse Cave
Nigel Graham, Pete Hann and Ali Moody

What else is there to do on a Saturday? We finished the bypass route in Chill Out
Choke which now means that the climb down the “hanging deaths” is out of bounds
and will be taped off — thank goodness. Not a moment too soon as this would have

[ killed someone sooner or later. The mixing station was then moved to the base of the
choke and Pete H continued cementing the traverse bypass while Ali continued work
on the section of the choke above the Sugar Lump. We have run out of sand again but
one more session should see the cementing work completed for the time being. Ali
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Bl s P Hendy,chhHobbs,KayChambm,C}m Castle and Nicky Dennis (Cheddar r CC)
B | and Darren Whiley (Cheddar Caves). /
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 July 2004 thankfully nothing more has bee _

“have sharp sides where visitors are obviously taking caré o :

is still there, though the pages are damp and falling apart and the pens no longer work. The horse shoe

‘hob-nailed boot prints have been surrounded by further stones to save people stepping on them, and the

still standing at the end working, albeit the wooden top bearing i well and truly rotted now as also the ji

radiating cracks in the ceiling from the crane socket tell of a future possible large collapse when the crane fi
crane in 2004 advising people to look at the top bearing b

comes down. The small notice | placed on the _
attempting to move it is still there and appears to have been adhered to. Out at 22.50 after a good ook roi
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A 7% November 2008 Kingdown Mine. A reconnaissance trip prior to the Christmas

__i.____ Mince Pie and Sherry party. We checked the passages, finding a suitable chamber for the
- festivities, and organizing lunch at the Swan Mine, where we intended to leave the cars.
Phil Hendy, Ali Moody.

] 13® November Read’s Cavern. Large stream, but easy entry. Investi gated part of
2 Browne-Stewart Series, and part of Z Alley. Quite a few bats in the western end.
Phil Hendy, Rich Hobbs, and Nicky Dennis (Cheddar CC)

(On a trip in January, Rich reported that he could not get as far into Z Alley as last time; there was an odour
of crushed limestone!)

eeves. We thought we detected bad air at Flat Roof Chamber;

h November Cuckoo Cl ;
fl?is vl::as confirmed by the time we reached the end of the Canyon. It was decided not to

try to go further, so we retreated. i : i
i , Phil Hendy, Ka Chambers, Nicky Dennis (Cheddar CC) and Mike
Rich Hobbs dy, Kay s 2t

: Hath eel Swallet. A cold night, with colder water! We decic!ed' :
%ﬂm bungs from the canals. Laddering the pitch, Phil hfehined,_ whxlg_Rxcl; | e
sgainst pulling (e 3 8 est-deep water. The athers followed,butdid ot gobeyond

Castle and Nicky Dennis (Cheddar CC) 1
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Wednesday 12th November 2008: Brown's Folly Mine. Steve Watson & Bob S, armed with soft brushes
and small holders for water/stone slurry we decided to have a go at the modern graffiti done in coloured
spray and white gloss paints that so far have resisted removal by our £1 wire brushes (spray paint costs
several pounds per colour, whereas a wire brush costs £1 and removes various colours). The intension is
to show those who are small minded enough to want to spoil the mines for their own temporary needs
that it isn’'t necessary and is a waste of their time. Allied to the Weston Brothers tidying team of many
numerous occasions over the years, the area worked on this time was mostly the northern end of the
front passage where it starts to connect with the old workings, and also a wall of obscene (“art” to the less
informed) near the remains of the old crane. 3 hours of solid work.

The mine is becoming a pleasure to walk around again now; it looks almost as it was in the pre-1970's
caving guide books days, when very few people went in there. The best of the cave pearls disappeared in
the 1970’s as also many of the areas of the beautiful floor formations were trampled to dust underfoot by
sporting cavers and others, who had very little interest in the actual workings or preservation of the old
workings, and the few saws there were also vanished. Before the 1970’s, no one needed spray painted
arrows and filth to find their way around, and it is certainly a better place now when compared to the Box
stone mines, which are throughout akin to very worst and smuttiest public toilets and slum area brick
walls. My grandfather worked for the quarries as a carter from 1920 until 1938 when the conversion was
made into the underground ammunition depot, and my father drove ammunition lorries from 1939 until the
late 1960'’s for the then No.2 Monkton Farleigh Ammunition Depot and sister ammunition depots in the
Corsham Chippenham and Gastard area.

| suggest, if anyone is interested, to take a meander in Box mines and have a good look at it, even if you
have to follow Les, and see just how much is actually noticed, probably a bit every half hour when
stopping for breath; but, try to see how much has been spoiled beneath the brightly coloured arrows and
graffiti. Then, take a wander in Brown's Folly (without a spray can); much more of the surroundings (and
even the current state of roofs) will be noticed when finding a way around without having a dozen or so
petty navigational aids at every turn and junction and the spaces in between.

When my then next door neighbour and | were 13 and 14 years of age in the 1950’s, we found our way
into the mines and dug through several dry stone separating walls to find our ways around the old
workings, using only torches made from stout hazel sticks wrapped with pieces of old shirt and wire, a
bottle of paraffin and some matches, and later paraffin road lamps minus the red lenses; yes, we got lost,
and no, we didn't wear the latest designer caving apparel, but we were always home at tea time and our
parents never knew where we had been. Just look behind now and then, and recognise the way you've
come; big boys and girls don’t need to follow arrows, and they don't need to state “we've been here” in
loud coloured paint.

Otherwise, try a bit of spray paint down Swildons, G.B., Eastwater or Shatter and then try to understand
why people get upset and annoyed.

98 Bob S.



