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- "Saturday 21 Jan 2006
~ August Hole - Longwood Swallet

' Graham Candy, John Hurst and Noel Cleave.

| Inthe absence of Bob Pyke and Ken Dawe, both crocked at the moment, the above trio of WGG

~ decided to kick off our 2006 caving with an August / Longwood trip. It was also our first weekend at
| Upper Pitts this year and reading the log we were astonished to see that Adrian VdP is now
“Officially Thin”. What? Adrian was ever officially fat ? Asif. We looked at our current girth-to-

| height ratios in some dismay. Is it permissible to factor in some AD (anno dommini, not

| avoirdupoids)? _ :

S0 we lugged our post-Christmas waistlines down the entrance shaft, round the S bend, through the
Jetter box and the nasty thrutches above the 10' drop before we really relaxed and got into the swing
~ of things. The water levels were low, but enough to pummel us nicely in the water rift and on Swing
~ Pitch. It was 44 years (!!) since Graham and Noel had been into August streamway, and it was new
| toJohn. We had a splendidly sporting trip to the final sump, and then back past the fault and right to
| the top of the upstream galleries. We came out through Lon gwood. The move onto the ledge at the
top of the main chamber is as interesting as ever and getting back up the entrance shaft is still good

~ cursing territory, particularly if one drops the rope coil right down to the bottom. ... as one did. All in
all, a splendidly sporting (read knackering) start to 2006.

" Sunday 22 Jan 2006

Same guilty parties. Played around on the tower with some deliberately awkward rigging and
Graham’s new Etrier (made by Dragon). This is a brilliant piece of kit - vastly superior to a simple
tape loop. We were impressed to see the Kent University cavers doing some really professional
rescue training, pulleys and improvisations, nice work. Noel"
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Saturday 08 April,
The Great North Road, . __
Geoff Ballard. Mike Wooding, John Hurst, Graham Candy, Noel Cleave. Bl ije

Following a sensationally wet and exciting DyO “Round Trip”, on Saturday 22 Oct. 2005, Geoff
unwisely volunteered to lead a quorum of WGG towards the Far North*. In the meantime he finally
visited the Far North himself for the first time, in the company of sundry of the Wessex ultra hard,
such as NikNak, to name but a few. SunTan, who was also one of the guilty parties, opined that one
visit would suffice for one lifetime. On the rewards/efforts scale, the Far North barely registered.
Geoff, who shared this opinion, nobly disguised his lack of enthusiasm and dutifully made good his
- promise to the WGG. We met up at the DyO car park, as planned, at 1000. Noel had filled in an exit
time of 1800 at the SWCC. Graham, who had taken 7 hours for the trip with the aforementioned
Ultra Hards foresaw a slightly longer trip, but somehow these times remained undiscussed as we
changed and got underground with just the 8 hours between us and all sorts of potential
embarrassments. The caving up into the Great North Road is magnificent, as is much of the GNR
itself. However, apart from shingle banks and meanders, there are also lots of roof falls and boulder
piles to negociate and route finding amongst the boulders took time, as did the SRT involved**. We
plodded on happily until in the course of a five minute Mars-bar-break, we looked at the
time*** ... And had one of those Oh Shit! moments. Time to haul arse out of there, and plodding
was not an option. Route finding and bouldering were far faster as we returned, so at the junction we
decided to go for it and exit via the lower route. This was definitely the icing on the cake, but by the
time we got back to the show cave they had turned off the street lights and locked the doors.
Needless to say, Geoff had the exit keys, so we reached daylight in a vicious blizzard of sleet and
hail. At 1815. Ahem. Er. Luckily, back at the SWCC nobody had even noticed our exit time chit, so
we need not have worried except that we were now time critical for our 1900 table booking at the
Abercrave Arms, where they most certainly would notice. We made it on time. Caving with the
WGG offers lots of such additional excitements. Huge thanks to Geoff for putting up with this
farrago of professionalism. Noel

* Keywords here are:
¥  “Towards”

**  “However”

¥** “Plodded”
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Saturday 5 September — Swildon’s Lower Fault Chamber

Pete and Ali Moody

Trip to leave a ladder on Lower Fault Chamber in preparation for next Saturday’s
Grand Tour and to check that the connection to Watergate — Link Pool was fully open.

There was a small amount of water in this so bailed it completely dry before exiting.
Ali

Wednesday 27" September Swildon’s

Suntan and Ali Moody

Another prep trip — this time to leave some items at Trat’s Temple and to take Ali’s
diving gear down to Sump II. Suntan had already taken his gear down on previous
trips and we were somewhat shocked to find that between the 24" — 27" September,
someone had rifled through his things (that had been stored in the alcove by Sump II)
and removed several items. These included a yellow tackle sack, diving mask,
neoprene hood, shorty wetsuit, and a-diving harness (of sentimental value as it had
belonged to Rich Websell). Fortunately they had not touched his valve or bottle. In
the light of this I was not prepared to leave my gear by Sump II and hid my gear in a
very obscure part of Swildon’s Two!

Ali

Saturday 30™ September Swildon’s — The Grand Tour

Suntan, Ali Moody, Mark Madden, Paul Swire (Beardy)

The aim of The Grand Tour was to create a new and much more challenging trip in
Swildon’s Hole, which would combine the four original classic trips: Short Round
Trip, Watergate Connection, Long Round Trip, and the Priddy Green Sink to
Swildon’s Hole through trip. The Grand Tour has been designed to repeat as little
passage as possible. Only three fairly short sections of passage are done twice. These
are Swildon’s Four - between Cowsh Aven and Watergate, Paradise Regained -
between Fault Chamber Junction and Shatter Pot, and The Landing to Tratman’s
Temple, but each time they are travelled in the opposite direction.

We descended Priddy Green Sink at 10am and no real problems were encountered
except for Mark cracking a rib on the right-angled bend near the start of Barrel
Passage and the team getting caught by the flood pulse that roared through the cave at
about 11.30am! Shit Sump is certainly quite impressive with a wall of water coming
out of it and as this is the second time that Suntan and I have been hit by a flood pulse
in PGS in about 6 trips, perhaps someone is trying to tell us something. Fortunately
the water subsided after about 20 minutes allowing us to continue down a fairly damp
El Krapitan, after which we descended to Swildon’s Four via the Bladder Pot Route,
arriving approx two hours after entering PGS.

From Swildon’s Four a fairly speedy trip was then made up thl ough the Watergate
Connection but with Mark finding his rib extremely painful in any crawl. Lower
Fault was then detackled and a ladder and lifeline left on Shatter Pot, while passing
enroute to the Mud Sump. Excellent timing as we reached at Trat’s Temple at the



same moment as Dave Crane and Bruce Fraser who had very kindly volunteered to

pport the trip and had brought down the sandwiches, and also a mask and hood for

an to replace the items that had been * ‘stolen” or “borrowed” from Sump IL
ortunately by this stage Mark was in too much pain to continue and had to make -
‘Way out. The remaining members of the team turned downstream to go through
ps I1. [11, IV, Paul free-diving IT and I1I for the first time. We continued to
don’s Six and then up through the Damp Link. (Note that new buckets are
ntial for Grit Sump as the ones in place are virtually unusable).
arrived at the top of Shatter Pot at 5.45pm and then turned left towards the
ubles to complete the Short Round Trip. At Swildon’s Two it was a real pleasure
d that Adrian and Jude Vanderplank, Dave and Bruce had already taken most of
gear out. Adrian had met Bruce and Dave in Swildon’s Four and these threc had
carried all the SRT and diving gear back to Sump III, after which Adrian did a
heroic job of getting everything back to Swildon’s Two. This included about
g of lead, so if there is anything you want to know about bottom crawling through
ps — he is the man to ask! Adrian thinks that he has probably left a deep groove
ugh Sump IT ang TI1.
m The Landing a pleasant bimble to surface at 7.20pm and it was still light!
jant trip, which took only 9 hours if you take off the time lost as a result of the
od pulse in PGS.
y thanks to our excellent sherpas who certainly made the trip considerably easier
it would have been without their support and a special mention to Dave and
ce who carried a weight belt (complete with 7kg of lead) all the way out of
ldon’s in the mistaken belief that it belonged to one of us!! Apologies to the o
rightful owner and it will be returned to Sump [T asap.
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Saturday 07 October 2006 Thrupe Lane

Andrew Atkinson, Chris Binding, Jan... ? and Joanna.....? Noel Cleave. So Jan and Joanna are
Polish and I couldn’t even pronounce their surnames let alone spell them Some years ago | found,
and reported, that the spits above Atlas Ledge were stripped. Simultaneously I volunteered to
assist whoever might replace them. This was the purpose of today’s episode. I should have
known better. I have considerable previous with Thrupe Lane, almost all ignominious. I thought
I would ingratiate myself with Chris, and impress him with my rigging skills by taking a Wessex
rope and stringing the entrance shaft. He promptly handed me a rope, with an assurance that it
was the correct length. Thus armed, I rigged the entrance, but my Y hang was imperfectly
adjusted when Chris arrived, so I departed downwards with Chris saying that he would sort it out.
1 arrived at the end of the rope before the end of the shaft. There was no stopper knot. It is rare
for me to offer advice on matters caving, but listen in folks, do not copy my Thrupe Lane
entrance technique. 6 feet of free-fall comes as a bruising shock to the system and the ego. When
I next saw the rope it had a nice fat knot at the end, and the end was nearer the floor because
Chris had rigged the top properly. With this start, my Thrupe Lane background became
foreground. Chris and I decided that we would push on to Atlas the quickest way - Butts and the
stream. We admire, and approved, the new, ‘freshly-scoured’ ‘mud-free’ versiondownto the foot
of Perseverance, and [ was highly impressed by Chris’ rigging. Seeing it done professionally is
a humbling pleasure. Since I was along, in theory, to help, I was carrying a pack at this stage. It
contained 60 metres of rope for cavorting in the Atlas area - and my own spares bag. At the foot
of Butts I suggested that I wait for Andy, Jan and Joanna, in case they went off-route. So Chris
took the pack and departed while I settled down to wait. And [ waited, and waited and waited.
Finally I gave up and trundled off down to Chris, who was feeling equally lonely looking over
the Atlas shaft. I reunited myself with my spares pack and went back to Butts, and then to the
foot of Perseverance. It was a people-free zone. Back towards Butts and suddenly a lost,
thrutching and cursing Andy appeared from the boulders, with Jan in tow. At this stage it became
yet another Noel / Thrupe farce. With Jan’s English comprehension under stress, he departed
towards Perseverance while I led Andy towards upper Butts and onwards. Jan had the battery
pack. Thankfully he left it at the foot of the pot as he departed upwards. Joanna had decided that
she and Thrupe were incompatible much earlier on. I should have done the same. Instead I led
Andy to the Streamway, judging that he couldn’t get lost go%g down it (and, indeed, he didn’t),
and decided to follow Joanna’s excellent example. Thrupe and I are plainly incompatible, too.
So Andy went on clutching two handfuls of kit, which I should have been carrying, while I
arrived back to Perseverance to find Jan still on the rope. Presumably snoozing? Give or take my
deafness, Polish diction and the Perseverance echo, it is possible to create superb mutual
incomprehension and cross-purposes over the simple call of “Rope Free” I've decided that |
almost enjoy Perseverance now. It is certainly easier with practice. I must have gone up smartish
because when I arrived at the entrance shaft, Jan was still on the entrance rope.... snoozing again?
Current score: Thrupe Lane 3. Noel 1.
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"Saturday January 27th 2007. Rhino Rift.

Stuart Genders, Tigger (alias Alan Alsop), Ken Dawe plus Ian X and Alistair
Gordon, both DMC.

Trip was a triumph of geriatricity over efficiency. Alistair forgot both

his boots and oversuit! Ken supervised the rope selection, but completely
forgot karabiners or rapides for the direct route! Eventually all was resolved.
Stuart and Ken did the direct route with some aplomb. Alistair did fine

with the first pitch of the R.H. route but then lost the way. However,

all got to the bottom (less the final wriggly bit - never done it and don't
intend to) and out by a combination of routes. A B.E.C party there at the
same time were nostalgically impressed by the smell of my carbide”
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Saturday 24™ March 2007 — Watergate

Clive Westlake, Richard Carey and Ali Moody

Many thanks to Clive Westlake who stepped in at the last minute to do a photographic
trip to Watergate for the Swildon’s Book. Thanks also to Adrian and Jude
Vanderplank and Richard Carey who had bailed the Mud Sump last night to ensure
that it would be open. Then Christening Pool had a “reasonable” airspace and Clive
was soon shooting off numerous photos in the Sac Gang. We then continued
upstream to Spectacle Duck where I suggested that Richard would make a good
model — but for some unknown reason he wouldn’t take me up on the offer! All
photos completed we exited via Blue Pencil and the Troubles. Ali



Monday 9" April 2007 — Rocket Drop

Pete and Ali Moody

After reassuring myself on the trip on 13" February with the “Tuesday nighters” that
the air in the cave was ok, Pete and I decided that we should revisit our old dig in the
third chamber. We had laid a charge at the end of the downstream passage on the 30"
May 1984 but due to a very unpleasant experience with extremely high levels of CO,
on the following trip in September 1984 we had never been back to the end to inspect
the damage! This time the air was fine and the charge had done a good job of
demolishing the too tight bend at the end where the passage swings hard left. The
passage can be seen continuing for at least another 2m but very would require
enlarging all the way. No noticeable draught and all very muddy as though the whole
area could sump at times. I decided that the di g didn’t inspire me and that we have
better sites elsewhere. Ali

Saturday 5™ May 2007 — Charterhouse Cave

Ali Moody, Pete Hann and Nigel Graham

This was basically a trip to try to stabilise the area that we had got into on the
previous trip. I concentrated on the large boulder that you have to squeeze past while
Pete worked on the right-hand wall. Five buckets of concrete were used and the area
now looks considerably more healthy! It is still not obvious where the draught is
originating from so we are keeping our options open by both digging downwards and
also opening up a route into a void immediately above us. Al

Sunday 13" May 2007 St. Cuthbert’s

Ali Moody, Jon Mason, Andy Jackson, Rhys Wickham, James Hassall

The cave was quite wet, so a very pleasant and sporting tourist trip to Sump . Route
in to Gour Hall was in via Boulder Chamber, Everest Passage and the Stalagmite
Pitch bypass. Out via Rabbit Warren, Sentry Passage, Lower Traverse Chamber etc.
Fortunately the dams on the surface were still holding on our exit when we got out so
the Entrance Rift was still dry. However, the party was suitably impressed with the
torrent down it once I had let the dams out. Ali
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Satarday 19" May 2007 — Charterhouse Cave

Party 1. Pete Hann, Nigel Graham, Ali Moody
Party 2. Pete Moody, Richard Carey

It is now proving too time consuming to sieve the amount of sand from the Charterhouse
streamway that we need for cementing in the boulder choke. Mr Hann has now purchased a
pallet of bags of sand for this purpose — hands off! Although it is hard work lugging BDH
contamners full of sand through the entrance crawls there is not really any alternative.
Fortunately Pete M and Richard kindly offered to come down the cave to do a delivery for us.
Other than this it was an ill-fated trip as Mr Hann’s drill went up in smoke, nearly
asphyxiating the digging team in the process. Unfortunately this meant that we couldn’t
break up the boulders in the floor and therefore concentrated on cementing the right hand
wall. FromsSinging Stal it is now nearly 20m to the work face and lugging buckets this far
through the ruckle is becoming a real pain. Consequently we have decided to move the
cement mixing area forward to the Ice Box (named after the freezing draught that blows
through this section of passage) asap. All

Saturday g 5—"‘1%1 2007 — Charterhouse Cave

Ali Moody and Pete Hann

What else is there to do on a Saturday? We struggled down the cave (accompanied by much
cursing) with a BDH of gravel, a large container of cement and a very large Peli case
containing a drill. The later may have gone down the cave (a close fit in places) but [ am
going to be busy elsewhere when it comes out again — cither that or we cement it into the
boulder ruckle. A slightly more successful trip with Pete breaking up some of the boulders in
the floor but unfortunately displacing some large slabs which were supporting the right hand
wall in the process. Never mind, back to cementing, although it might be a lot easier Just to
cement up the entrance to Charterhouse! The draught is definitely coming up through the
boulder floor at the end and it is possible to look down about 3m through the boulders. Ali
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Saturday 30" June 2007 — Charterhouse Cave

Pete Hann, Nigel Graham, Ali Moody

Cement mixing area finally moved forward to the Ice Box. Good digging session with Nigel
being in charge of concrete mixing and Pete and myself working at the end. Solid left-hand
wall covered in flowstone but everything else pretty loose and nasty. Ali

Saturday 7" July 2007 — Charterhouse Cave

Nigel Graham, Ali Moody, Pete Hann, Pete Moody

Two full bags of sand carried in — we will soon have enough for a beach. Book here for
exclusive holidays at www.charterhousecavehols.co.uk! Nigel on cement mixing duties
again, Ali on cement work and Pete H digging downwards in the floor accompanied by much
twittering when the boulders (that he was straddled on) dropped on there own accord on
several occasions. This might account for why by the end of the session that the Wessex
, Dwarf appeared to be getting even shorter! We seem to be digging ourselves a pitch - we are
I[ already down 2m and can look down at least another 2 to 3m. This area will need stabilising
- all the way and the next little challenge will be to bring in a fixed ladder! Ali

PS we are in desperate need of some more large BDH containers for transporting sand. If
anyone has any that they are willing to donate or sell, please contact Ali
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Saturday 21st July 2007 — Charterhouse Cave

Ali Moody, Pete Hann, Nigel Graham

This was mainly a cementing session to try to stabilise the top arca of the final section before
we continue working downwards. Cave very wet and at the lowest point at the end it is now

possible to hear a steady trickle of water (perhaps this is Upper Flood coming in as a “drip”)

— apologies to the MCG. Ali
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Tuesday 24th July 2007 — Great Swallet

Ali Moody, Jon Tulling (UBSS)

A trip to investigate how our rivals the UBSS are getting on in Great Swallet and to compare
their part of the Charterhouse boulder choke with ours. Great Swallet is extremely choked
with boulders and a considerable amount of mud. The UBSS have done an mmpressive
amount of work and installed a large amount of scaffolding to reach a depth that I estimated
to be about 45m. They have also found a short length of horizontal passage that leads off
about 8m above the deepest point reached. In Charterhouse the ruckle 1s much cleaner but
with considerably larger boulders. We have avoided the use of scaffolding but have used a
large quantity of cement. Both digging teams appear to be following a solid, near vertical left
(east) wall.

In Charterhouse we estimate that we are now 80m below the entrance, making the height
difference between the two digs about 25m (allowing for about 10m in the difference in
altitude of the entrances). However, until a high-grade survey of the Charterhouse dig is
completed it is not possible to compare the horizontal distance between the two digging sites
and it is therefore not really possible to calculate at present which of us is further “down
cave”.

The Charterhouse site has a much stronger draught and it would be very Interesting to carry
out a smoke test between here and Great Swallet.

In the near future Jon will be doing a return trip to inspect our dig. Unfortunately as carrying
a BDH of sand is now a mandatory requirement, I think that he gained the short straw of this
exchange! Ali

Saturday 28th July 2007 — Warren Farm

Ali Moody plus three MNRC - Dave King, Mandy end Meikt Um&% )

General tourist

Saturday 4th August 2007 — Charterhouse Cave

Nigel Graham, Ali Moody

With a third of the hardcore digging team away on his hols Nigel and Ali did a conservation
trip replacing and cleaning tapes where necessary throughout the cave. To prove that we
weren’t completely slacking we also sieved two rocket tubes of gravel from the streamway
and carried them down to the start of the Aragonite Crawl, at the bottom of the Citadel. Alj
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Please include the following details when you write up your trips. The
_ date. The names of everyone on the trip. Your own name as the writer.
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Saturdav 17th November 2007 — Charterhouse Cave

Ali Moody, Pete Hann and Pete Moody (Nigel had been given “digging leave™ to go
to the Craven dinner)

The end dig continues to descend rapidly and we appear to be digging ourselves a
pitch. This shaft is now 4m deep, belling out at the bottom and as the floor also has a
disconcerting habit of dropping of its own accord it was thought prudent to install a
ladder ready at the top — just in case. The left-hand wall of the shaft is solid but all
other sides are “‘cement” supported boulders. A useful session with two buckets of
cement used and we are now at the same level as the “inlet” that we could hear
several trips back. This can be seen about 3m away to the left of us (in an upstream
direction). Although the ruckle is fairly open (but also exceedingly dangerous) in this
direction it is not possible to reach the inlet at present thanks to an extremely large
and not very well supported boulder. We are not joking when we tell anyone on
cement mixing duties in the Ice Box (Sm above this Point) that it is not wise to
wriggle around too much! Pete M on one of his regular guest appearance seemed
suitably impressed with the way that the dig 1s progressing and stated that the site was
worth digging!! Ali

Saturday 8th December 2007 — Charterhouse Cave

Pete Hann, Ali Moody and Nigel Graham

An extremely wet Mendip with streams flowing in all directions across the roads.
Charterhouse Cave was taking a Swildon’s winter sized stream — very impressive.
The first section of the Aragonite Crawl (from the Citadel to Singing Stal) had turned
into a respectable duck with only about 20cm of airspace, which provoked much
muttering from Mr Hann who complained that the water was flowing up the legs of —.
his fleece and out the neck! Only a short digging session on this trip but it this
interesting that water could be heard flowing beneath us through the ruckle. A new
inlet passage was noted near Splatter Chamber on the way out. This was pushed for a
couple of metres and a return visit will be made with a lump hammer! Ali
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Please include the following details when you write up your trips. The
date. The names of everyone on the trip. Your own name as the writer.

Saturday 15th December 2007 — Goatchurch by Candlelight

An excellent turnout of approximately 40 people for a candlight party/ festive trip
down Goatchurch Cavern. It was great to see so any people enter the spirit of the
occasion and the party included a Christmas Fairy and at least 4 Santas, Chris
Binding, suitably adorned with flashing antlers was heard to remark that this was the
weirdest caving trip that he had ever been on — he obviously hasn’t done enough
caving with the Wessex! Everyone arrived safely at the Boulder Chamber where Noel
and Carm etc had set up a Christmas Tree complete with LED lights. After
refreshments many of the party continued the exploration of to the end of the
Drainpipe. A very impressive show by the “Bifflets” (Andrew and George Biffin —
aged 5) who managed to walk most of the way along the Drainpipe!

PS at the end of the Drainpipe, Carm demonstrated her hot wax skills — but you had
better ask her-about that! — Happy Christmas. Ali

Saturday 22nd December 2007 — Charterhouse Cave

Ali Moody, Pete Hann and Ni gel Graham

We now have sufficient room at the bottom of the shaft for two of us to continue with
the cementing work. Pete continued with digging on downwards while I finished
stabilising the bottom half of the shaft. Nigel on cement mixing duties in the Ice Box.
Excellent session with five buckets of cement used. Ali

Friday 28th Decemb_er 2007 — Swildon’s Hole — The Oxbows

Ali and Pete Moody and Richard Carey

After the Forty had been “unplumbed” Pete and I had temporarily stored the pipe in
The Oxbows in preparation for an experiment to see what would happen if we filled
Lowbow with water. In theory this water could find a route into Renascence but if we
ended up permanently flooding Lowbow we didn’t think that anyone would get too
upset! After much pipe fighting — it is amazing difficult and hard work to manhandle
a 40m long 10cm corrugated pipe we were able to run the pipe through the bottom of
“Soffe” squeeze, up to Oxbow Junction. We then fed it up the Upper Oxbow to where
a dam was built and the pipe plumbed in. The Lower Oxbow looks impressive with a
stream flowing down it but unfortunately with the pipe in position and rather blocking
the squeeze through the puddle this passable is not really passable at present. A
further 20m length of pipe will be needed to get the water down Lowbow and we
hope to complete the work in the next few days. Ali
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- 12-07 WITHYBROOK SLOCKER —“new” cave and old memories.
Graham & Chrissy Price, Nigel Graham

Their cave now! Plus a bit of surroundi ng field the Prices intend as wild-flower meadow.

The entrance is a civil-engineering object lesson. Graham explained to me how the large silt-
trap in the swallet stream-bed, built by the County Couscil decades ago to help the brook
drain frecly away from the road under which it passes, had silted up. Consequently the cave
was full of sediment and rubbish the Prices et af are still cleaning out. The trap and culvert are
also subsiding, with the stream sinking in a small “side passage”.
The cave lies in steeply-dipping bedding-planes across the Black Rock / Vallis Vale
Limestone boundary. The main passage descends past entrances to serics including a
complex, clean-washed, boulder-ruckle, and becomes a strike tube heralded by an elegant,

" cardioidat cross-section. The Prices and Pave Cooke are currently digging beyond the heart-
shaped passage and in the boulders.
Chrissy took mie on a 3-dimensionat tour through lots of awkward wriggly squeezy boulder
bits with greengrocery-themed names, then down the nice phreatic tube bits, and pointed out
the many exposed, good fossils, mainly solitary-corals. Graham cleared digging spoil.
It was the first time 1’d visited Withybrook Slocker, and I emerged feeling a bit more
confident about hegotiating unfamiliar awkward wriggly squeezy bits.
We changed at the Cerberus cottage, my first view of the well-appointed new one, although I
have stayed at the CSS” old quarry cottage. A poster in their club photo display was familiar
tome! It advertised a public film-show given in $t. Pierre—en-Chartreuse in 1980, by a focal
club of their explorations for and within Chartreuse caves. T had watched that same show with
my first ctub, Dorset Caving Group, on what became the DCG’s SWAR-SONE tour.

Many thanks to Graham & Chrissy for the invitation. tea and toast! /[jfﬂ/ M_

.

Saturday 29th December 2007 — Charterhouse Cave =a_

Pete Hann, Nigel Graham, Ali and Pete Moody

Pete H brought up another 20 bags of sand to Upper Pitts and we estimate that this
year in Charterhouse that we must have used approximately % ton of sand (in addition
to what we have sieved from the streamway) and about 6 bags of cement. This was
the 24th digging trip of 2007.

Pete M came down to ferry sand and then exited. Pete H started working at the bottom
while Al tried to do some stabilisation just above this point. However a change of
plan had to be rapidly adopted when the boulders at the bottom of the shaft, which
both Ali and Pete were standing decided to start moving. The cave was quite wet
again and we could hear water dripping and flowing somewhere below us. The shaft
is now 7m deep and we can see down at least another 4m — watch out Templeton —
another 25years of digging Chill Out Choke and you may have competition yet! Ali

i6l
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Sundayv 30th December 2007 — Rod’s Pot — Bath Swallet

Pete Hann, Carm Smith, Ali Moody and Pete Smith

Sunday afternoon bimble to sample the through trip — all very straightforward and
easy and the connection point — Purple Pot was descended with a doubled handline.
Many thanks to Aubrey Newport, Adrian Vanderplank and Nik Nak, digging in Bath
and who had laddered Shower Pot for us. — Very enjoyable trip. Ali

Monday 31st December 2007 — Swildon’s Hole — The Oxbows

Alj and Pete Moody, Pete Hann, Richard Carey and Nigel Graham

We took down two more lengths of pipe. A 20m length for extending the Lower
Oxbow pipe into Lowbow. The second pipe — 14m was used to take extra water from
the entrance chamber and to feed it into the Upper Oxbow catchment. With the pipes
in position we were able to achieve a good-sized stream flowing down Lowbow.
Some of this water disappears down a small passage on one of the bends partway
down Lower Lowbow, while the majority continues down into the final cross rift. Ali
then continued to the end of Lowbow to inspect what was happening — everyone else
declined the invite to join me (pussycats). I had hoped that the water would find its
way through to the base of the pot at the downstream end of Lower Lowbow, but this
was dry. More worrying was the fact that the water was rapidly ponding up just
outside of the small tube that gives access to the final passage and having no wish to
become sumped into Lowbow I made a swift retreat. Note that this body-sized tube is
extremely sporting to exit with a stream flowing down it!

In the meantime Pete Hann had continued down the main streamway to check the
inlets. He found that a considerably increased amount of water was flowing down the
drippy stal that you duck under a short distance downstream of the Eight Foot Drop,
and just before the bend with the folded strata. This water was also noted to become
muddy. Pete M had detoured off to Water Chamber Dig and found that water was
now also flowing into this from a small passage two-thirds of the way down the dig.
The new plumbing system was left turned on overnight to see what would happen.

PS Stu Waldren exiting from a Sump II trip a couple of hours later reported that there
was now a large inlet stream flowing down the right-hand wall (looking downstream)
of the main streamway 15m downstream of the strata bend. Ali



