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Saturday 05 Feb.
Ken Dawe, Joe Candy, John Hurst, Alistair Gordon (Craven), Noel Cleave.

Wessex Geriatric Group OFD outing. We hoped to get into OFD3 and possibly up to Smiths
Armoury, but either underestimated the time, or overestimated our speed (or both). We had minimal
route-finding delays but reached the traverses too close to our turn-round time to continue. We got
back to Salubrious quite quickly, so did a swift bimble down the Maypole into OFD2 so that Joe and
John could just get a taste of the streamway. Neither had been into OFD at all before. Out after 7 %2
reasonably strenuous (for us) hours. On the way out we met the Andy Morse family. Pretty
impressive to see Andy’s parents enjoying OFD! All in all, despite failing to reach OFD3, a most
enjoyable trip. Noel Cleave.

Incidentally it was good to have Joe Candy along for his first proper Wessex trip since rejoining the
club. He is impressively fit, but protests that he doesn't do climbing or heights. I think we can add
the word "Yet" to his protests and he coped just fine with the climbing in OFD.
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Saturday 3¢ April.
Cwm Dwr - Top Entrance .
NikNak, Anne Vanderplank, Noel Cleave.

NikNak wanted to get the CwmDwr entrance fixed in his mind, which meant, in effect, map-reading
his way to Piccadilly, although we did get some useful hints from SWCC members first. He also
wanted to consolidate his knowledge of the exit routing from the Maypole series. Noel had never
been into CwmDwr and wanted to, but knew the exit to the top entrance well, so the attractions of
the through trip were complementary. Anne came along to add some civilisation, tone and class to
the proceedings. NikNak’s map reading was faultless. The only error came from Noel leading into
the boulder ruckle at the top on the left. Since the correct route starts at the bottom on the right this
was a classic (but not rare) example of Cleave fallibility. 15 minutes of thrutching and cursing
ensued. After Piccadilly, however, there was a genuine moment of confusion at the main stream.
Everything looked completely unfamiliar. It finally dawned on us that the normally dry flood bypass
had a foot of floodwater cascading down it and that this was going to be one seriously sporting trip
upstream. In fact it was magnificent. All the inlets pummelled us as we went under them. Marble
Showers was a maelstrom of spray which made looking up difficult, and even Noel’s searchlight
barely showed the inlets through their waterfalls. The noise was stunning. Because of the water
depth, turbulence and colour, it was much, much harder to find ones footing or stay out of the deeper
water, so it was also appreciably colder and more tiring. The whirlpool pot presented a major
problem, but after several failures, Noel floundered out and could then use a few metres of safety
lifeline to help NikNak and Anne to get across more elegantly. Although the Maypole inlet was
cascading down the ladder, from there on upwards it was more normal, more peaceful and less
exciting. But not before a final mini-drama; Anne peeled off under the impact of the Maypole
waterfall. The lifeline again proved its worth as NikNak held her professionally and the slight swing
only resulted in a barked shin and a last adrenaline rush.

All in all a superb trip. 6 % hours of fun and excitement. Noel.

o s . i A s e b e e s

Sunday 01 May 2005

OFD1 & _ .

Brian and Brenda Prewer, Phil Hendy, Anne Vanderplank, Noel Cleave.

This was intended to be a gentle Sunday outing after the Saturday’s more serious trip, and so it
proved. The SWCC looked like a Wessex AGM by mid-moming on Sunday. All the usual suspects
were on parade and we even flushed Spanish Pat out of hiding (in the SWCC.... !). Anne and Noel
volunteered to carry cylinders into Dip Sump for the divers, but when the great cylinder distribution
took place, their offer proved to be superfluous as there was ample Sherpa muscle amongst the
divers involved. So flushed with self-righteous virtue, but otherwise unladen, Anne and Noel walked
down to OFD1, where they were shortly afterwards joined by the aforementioned Wessex AGM. We
draw a discreet veil over the subject of leaders and numbers at this point. Westlake Sahib and his
cohort disappeared into the further reaches on a through trip, then Jonathan and his divers (including
Geoff Ballard, whose cylinders were the new (suspiciously) ultra-lightweight kind. Finally Phil,
Brian, Brenda, Anne and Noel ventured underground. At this stage it should be emphasised that
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Brenda doesn’t “Do” caving (other than the occasional Ali induced appearance in Goatchurch
treasure hunts). Now, with Brian to advise her, there was no real excuse for her turnout, but a pair of
baggy track-sit trousers was, frankly, not what we of the active Wessex expect to see on our
members when caving, in public, overseas. And Brian hadn’t even bothered to put on a tie. A
perfectly acceptable Vyella shirt and Wessex badged sweat-shirt, but tie-less. Well. no point in
dwelling on the subject, and, as it happens, I don’t think that they were seen by any of the natives.

However, comma, apart from the sartorial foxes pox, Brenda was fantastic. Something seems to have
clicked, caving-wise, and having reached the main OFD streamway, she set out upstream with
serious determination, only desisting when the combination of deep water, stature enchallengement
and baggy trousers, allowed wisdom and common sense to exert some influence.

Phil, Anne and Noel wandered upstream in water levels so low that Saturday’s flood was hard to
imagine. The odd photo pause allowed us to arrive at Hush Sump just too late to help hand cylinders
through the boulders, so we pressed on to Dip Sump. 10 minutes or so later we switched off our
lights to enjoy the dramatic underwater arrival of Jonathan from downstream: with the news that
Geoff Ballard hadn’t carried in quite the weight of air that he needed..... The entertainment over,
Phil, Anne and Noel departed downstream to complete a delightful Sunday bimble. Safely out, Anne
and Noel refused to allow Phil to use his mobile to summon the taxi. Mistake. As we joined the road
after the long track up, the endlessly and ever-kindly Prewer Taxi Service appeared on a rescue
mission.

Noel.
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20™ August 2005

Dan yr Ogof - The Far North (LHS)

The 'fotem pole’ (inink about ity was: Geoff ‘Badger’ Ballard, Simon 'Nik Nak' Richards,
Dave 'Butch' Meredith, Rob 'Suntan’' Delacour and Jon ‘Suitcase’' Edwards.

Going to an end is always an option for a trip and with this in mind we decided that
Far North Choke was calling. With none of the team having been beyond The Rising
and having heard tales of desperate climbs and rumours that we would fail to locate
North Aven we set of f with tackle and survey determined to reach the end.

Swimming the Green Canal in just a fleecy would not come as a huge surprise to
those that know Suitcase, albeit funny to watch, however the realisation that had
had done so with his electronic car key in his pocket was amusing especially as he
had tackle in a dry bag.

On reaching The Rising Dave decided to free climb up the right hand side, rather
than using the in situ hand-line, unknowingly volunteering himself for any suspect
climbs we were yet fo find. Unfortunately there were none. Now everyone's role
within the group was clear. We had The Gatekeeper, The Climber, The Young Oaf,
The Old Dodder and or course The Eye Candy (thanks Noel) - it's at this point that you
may be wondering who's who - be kind.

The obstacles on route were easily passed and we reached, in comfort, the Far
North Choke after about four hours of caving. The return journey was not without
its humorous moments. =

We climbed the ladder from 6P Hall and entered the Long Crawl; Geoff, NikNak,
Suitcase, Dave and Suntan yet by the time we reached the first ‘enlargement' the
order had changed with Suitcase at the rear - now that's magicl This was easily

Rob had a cramp hit on the way out. Having just cleared the Cattle Trough, with Jon
close on his heals, the pain struck leaving him momentarily disabled and Jon left
lying in a crawl of cold water. Unaware of this, as Dave, Nik Nak and I were further
up the passage, we heard Jon pleading "No, no, don't stop”, and Rob's reply - "just
come all over me", which was soon followed by “arh, it's gone hard. Rub it".

It was a good trip in good company, well within everyone's capability - shame there
was no ice cream when we got out, but the curry and chips at the Copper Beach
went down well, as did the beer.

53a
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Wednesday 24 August 2005 |

John Hurst, Joe Candy and Noel Cleave met up with Mike Wooding (Ex. Wessex and now an
honorary WGG member) at Clapham car park at 0815. We walked up to GG in drizzle and rain.
The winch wasn’t running at 0845 simply because there were no customers and nobody &=
downstairs yet. We seemed to be the first potential users. Ric and Pat Halliwell gave us a great
welcome and we changed, and left our kit, in the beer tent. The day plan was for “Downhill
Only”. Fell Beck was mid-level on the damn, but falling slightly. Stream Passage, our first target,
0 was predicted to be seriously damp. In fact the pitches were ri gged beautifully clear of the water, =
. sowe had drama withopt dramatic suffering. Joe had one of those moments on the big deviation
at the foot of the final _ and we all got hammered running under the waterfalls into Stream |
Passage. So, finally wet, we did the usual confused route finding into Sand Caverns. Neither John =
nor Joe had seen Main Chamber before, and, floodlit and with this much water thundering into |
it it was a stunning sight. There some visitors ambling around so we had a short wait before
winching up into a welcome suprise - bright sunshine and blue skies.

At this point we initiated a quality chaos involving tally-tags, re-entry plans and winch charges. ||
The £10 winch fee was not, apparently two usages, but a paired one up, one down. Pat read the ’_;
riot act but finally relented with a deal for us to do some guiding before we finally exited. We =
were given scripts to swot up, and welcome cups of coffee suggested that we were notcompletely |
beyond the pale. So we toddled over to Wade’s entrance and did the Flood Entry. That final pitch |

is a honey, but the whole place is a delight. Back at Main, Mike took Johnand Joec offtoseeMud =
Hall while Noel did the honours with a borrowed tabard and a Tilley Lamp, and took visitors &
around the chamber for an hour and a half. It stirred memories of Cave Guiding at Wookey some
45 years previously and was thoroughly enjoyable. You could say that the tips were lousy, but
it saved us £40! This downhill caving caper really is the business. We wrapped up whathadbeen | =
a brilliant GG exgursion by noshing at the Rggal Oak in Settle. Not bad at all. T

Thursday 25 August 2005

J%+N did retail therapy and breakfast at Inglesports before parking at Masongill for a splendid |
tramp along the Turbarry ro#d. We peered down Rowten, Bull Pot and Gingling, but didn’t find

Swinsto. To polish it off W walked over to Marble Steps, which looked as gloomy and +
intimidating as ever.

We owe huge thanks to Pat and to Mike Wooding for sorting out hut keys and permissiontou§ =
the Craven rigging. They gave us a perfect outing in every way. Noel E
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Sunday 28 August 2005
Ken Dawe, Bob Pyke, Steve, Joe Candy, John Hurst, Ali, Noel Cleave.

A full quorum of the WGG met for a nostalgic revisit to Blue Pencil and Swildons
4. The quorum was youthened (?Vb. Trans) leavened and improved by Bob’s son-
E in-law Steve, and by Ali. Ali had long naggedNoel to enjoy the pleasures of
Watergate, and this seemed to be an excellent opportunity. Plus it would cut Blue
Pencil out of the uphill equation. The Watergate option only attracted John, Joe and
— Noel: Pete and Ali gave us a good description on Saturday evening and Adrian V
said that it was enjoyable and not tight........ but there were all these codicils about
the entrance being a thrutch. Judging by the horrible little tube leading down to the
FE head of link pool pitch, so is the exit. Ali rigged this and inspected the pool for
| airspace while Noel retreated towards BP, more than somewhat spooked. Ali
reported ample airspace and we variously enjoyed the Blue Pencil experience. And
events reminded us just how fine a line separates an unpleasant incident from a
- full-scale rescue. John lost his grip on the chain and fell out of BP into the
streamway. This must be about 10' - more than ample to break something, In fact
he was extremely lucky. He badly bruised one ankle and sustained a badly cut left
B hand. Ali contributed a silk T shirt, and she and Dr. Pyke bandaged up the wound,
4 with a caving glove to protect it. Plainly Watergate was out. John seemed to be
remarkably unshocked, so to get things moving again before tackling BP out, we
went upstream to Sump 3. It was sobering to reflect that if the fall had broken a
E- limb, then this was rescue route out. As it was, John got out without any help other
than a precautionary lifeline on the 20.

F Back at Upper Pitts Christine raided the first aid box and did a very professional
job of pressure bandaging the wound and Pauline made multiple pots of tea while
we all relaxed in perfect sunshine. All in all, despite the accident, an excellent day’s
F caving for the WGG. Noel
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10.09.05
Simpson’s Pot to Valley Entrance

Nik Nak, Geoff Ballard, Tash Mitchell, Jude & Adrian Vdp.

After a short “French” moment where we temporarily misplaced the top entrance, we
started down in clean washed, grey, scalloped limestone. The top half of the cave 1s
relatively low but soon becomes more stream-like as we descended a series of
cascades. Some short pitches (max 15 metres) led to Storm Pot, followed closely by
an uninviting duck though the cool off was quite welcome!

Three more pitches and then Slit Pot which is described as “very awkward for some”.
Techniques vary as to how you get through the squeeze at the head of the pitch.
Firstly you must attach yourself to the rope before the squeeze, Jude and Tash could
tackle it at floor level, but I found it easier to push my chest through at head height
then Nik Nak picked my legs up and pushed the rest of me through!

Being first down a major pitch was a superb feeling and to watch everyone else
coming down was excellent if rather damp!

One wet pitch later and we were into Kingsdale Master Cave, a fairly flat piece of

streamway, we soon reached the pitch we had previously rigged and crawled/ stooped
our way out of Valley Entrance.

11.09.05
Lancaster Hole to Wretched Rabbit

Geoff , Nik Nak, Tash, Jude and Adrian

Such a fine sunny morning no one (except Nik Nak) was in any hurry to descend this
fine 30+ metre abseil! Once at the bottom we made the short detour to the Colonades.
I had a quick go at trying to photograph these with my new digital slave gun but for
some reason or other it didn’t want to play! Shame it would have made a good
picture.

After some thought provoking traversing in a high level passage (the thought being
“I’m not sure I want to be here”) we crossed a boulder bridge and up a dry mud slope
with steps carved in (I knew an ice axe would be useful — they had them in “The
Cave” didn’t they!) .

We went along Montague West and Wilf (ayiers Passage noticing foam tide marks
on the roof — but it’s well worth a visit. We Yolfowed the main streamway

(I wish this was on Mendip) up cascades, past pools and over boulders until a huge
boulder choke blocks the continuation then climbed up to gain the fossil series and
the Minarets (aptly named) and finally down into Wretcﬁabbit, which people call
tedious but I though was quite fun. You have to walk a bit like a crab but after all [ am
a Cancarian! Two rope climbs to test the arms are still working and we were back in
the sunlight in Easegill Valley.
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- for the geriatric trio of Ken, Keith and Noel, while Butch rigged the Twilight Zone for Mak, Simon

Notts Pot, 08 Oct 2005.

The Two Bs Rigging Show

the Kendal Caving Club went to Notts Pot. We split into two groups. Bean rigged Adamsons route

¥

- down through the floor slots and watch Butch consulting his rigging diagrams in mid-air. We

derigged each others’ routes to provide two round trips. The end result was to provide a series of
delightfully technical pitches down and up, replete with pendulums, rebelays and deviations galore,
Speaking personally, and never having been to Notts Pot before, I found it completely fascinating

and huge fun - and now I know why Notts is described as a vertical maze. Noel
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" Dan yr Ogof. Saturday 22 Oct. 2005

- Geoff Ballard, Jo Wisely, John Hurst, Mike Wooding, Noel Cleave.

- Reading the Wessex Log Book entries, it’s obvious that there are no rules on how caving trips are
written up. Style and content are free fire zones.

Atits most basic, then, Geoff Ballard took us on the standard round trip. It took under 3 % hours and

was fun; no big deal. But to three of us, at least, it was a BIG, BIG, deal. For John, Mike and myself
it was our first visit to DyQ, and it was sensational.

For a start, it had been raining for days, and the sky was putting down some serious water on Friday,
so the Tawe (like the M4, M5 and M6) was in raging flood. The denizens of Penwyllt made us
wonderfully welcome, but opined en masse, and in detail, that with the moorland bogs completely
saturated DyO would be a no go area, if, indeed, the entrance sumps were open and the management
would let us in at all. At some time in the night, the heavens - plainly exhausted - quit with the
raining bit, so on Saturday mormning in the course of doing some retail therapy at the Dragon - we
took a sneaky peek at the Tawe, and at the DyO and Tunnel streams. All looked civilised and caver
friendly. Penwyllt opinion was still so seriously negative that I signed out a top entrance key to give
us a fall-back option, but Geoff was much more positive........ to a point. Well, to two points. The
first was, correctly, that any shower would see us trapped, and the second that the archway defining
the lake sump, would be intimidating and that this had to be unanimous go/nogo decision. The
management made the entrapment point again, but let us in, and we variously looked at the arch,
which as Geoff had predicted, offered about 4" of airspace. Actually it offered about 4" of flood froth
and foam space, with a howling gale blowing the froth away from time to time. Just how much
drama do you want with your caving? We went for it. Shortly afterwards, sitting nattering and
resting for a moment, there was a noisy flood pulse from a slot in the roof just by us. We looked at
this unwelcome waterfall for a while, debated, and went on for some more of it! Such “Conditional”
. events apart, the “Round Trip” was, I suspect, routine, if anything so varied and enjoyable can be
described as routine. I, personally(with memories of the Last Sandwich in Draenen), had expected to

find the Long Crawl claustrophobic and demanding, In fact it was... fun. Well, fun-ish anyway. It
demanded more vocabulary than endurance!

Geoff (micrometer eyes) Ballard, said that the water level had dropped when we reached the lake
arch, but it was a different sensation anyway, wafting downstream on the current with foam blowing

up one’s nostrils! DyO’s own crack cocaine?? Instant addiction and an insatiable need for a fix of the
Far North.......

Noel
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wr. Saturday, 29 October 2005 ..... or on losing one’s marbles.

This is going to take some believing, but remember that the protaganists are Bob and Noel, senior
citizens, WGG and OAPs etc. etc. . So we went over to Penwyllt hoping to blag ourselves a nostalgic
mega-bimble around OFD1 (where Bob once had leadership status). We had an opportunity to join a
straightforward through trip, but wed both done several throughs in the last couple of years and
decided on a Pant Mawr instead. Bob hadn’t done it at all, and Noel not for something like 40 years.
Also some 40 years ago Noel had spent three hours blundering around in the mist and failing to find
the hole. Nostalgia demanded a re-run. We spent three hours in the mist blundering around with map
and compass.... but we did eventually find it. Nostalgia may also have persuaded us that ladders were
the way to tackle it. We tethered our ladders from the massive iron post outside the safety fence....
and discovered a perfectly good set of P hangers above, and in, the shaft. The shaft is fun (* see

later). The cave is a bit of a curate’s egg, good in parts, and ultimately feels disappointing, promising
much but petering out rather anti-climatically. With 7 or 8 miles of peat bog under our feet, we were
glad to get back to Penwllt in rain which was becoming torrential. The plus side was that we were
completely sure that we now knew exactly and precisely how to find Pant Mawr in future. So on
Sunday, in rain way beyond torrential, we went and did just that. And yes, we had lost our marbles
but there was a minimalist grain of logic in this madness.

On Sunday, well, think Katrina, think Noah’s ark. That sort of rain. OFD streamway was plainly
going to be Out. In trumps. We’d come a long way and only done one trip. What would be
interesting, since we couldn’t get into OFD1 just to look at the flood, would be to go up to Pwil
Byfire. Pwil Byffre is more than half-way to Pant Mawr, so why not tick off the entrance shaft SRT
option? I mean other than little things like common sense? We were sure going to get ‘way, ‘way
wetter walking than we were caving, so we solemnly togged up in caving glad-rags and hiked up to
Pwll Byffre. It was worth the effort. The entire quarry floor was a lake, as was the bog on the
opposite side of the road. Water was simply pouring into the ground all round the quarry perimeter.
The streams and distant river views were sensational. “Roaring. Brown. Floods” would understate it
We continued, to check out our Pant Mawr-in-mist-and-rain skills. Faultless. We dropped a rope
down the shaft and got the SRT tick. Actually it was worth it, because it was wet and noisy down
there, very, both. Then we walked home. Two Pant Mawrs in two days is one too many. We are
definitely losing it. Them. OQur marbles,  mean. Noel "
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