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Noxon Park lron Mine, Underground site, Forest of Dean

DATE: 11-10-01
DIVERS: M B THOMAS, S MARSH, J WISELY

In early 2001 Gavin Newman and Phil Short reached the end of the line in the deep part of the
mine, they continued laying line until they reached a stone lined tunnel at a depth of 50 meters,
here they tumed for home. For several months GN kept saying he must go back and so after foot

and mouth had cleared in the Forest of Dean and when GN was claiming to be busy We went to
have a look.

The divers arived at the entrance expecting 10 see the usual mud bath but were pleasantly
surprised to find the entrance dry and dusty. Amiving at the sump pool the divers decided the
water levels must be very low, as they had walked down a significant length of the dive line.
During kitting up MBT found out he had left his drysuit hood at home and so war!ed. for SM and
JW o retum so he could borrow a hood and dive. SM and JW dived down the main line stopping

about 30 meters short of the end of the line. MBT then dived and after 15 minutes amrived at the -

end of the line at the stone lined tunnel. At this point in time MBT did not know what happened at
the end. The diver was now a little confused, the end of the line was supposed to be at -50 m th-
diver was at 32m, MBT had forgotten about the low water levels! He was also carrying 50 meters.
of line and the passage continued. After looking down the tunnel for a while the diver decided that
this must be the end of GN line and he might get a bit of a strop on if it grew a bit, so the diver
retumed to base having a good look around on the way out. About 20 meters back from the erd
on the right hand wall the diver noticed a side f +ssage that he had not seen on the way in, b1
due to worsening vis the diver left it for another Jay.

DATE: 19-10-01
DIVERS: M B THOMAS, S MARSH

ive | lined tunnel was the enc
After our last dive in Noxon MBT spoke to GN who confirmed the stone v ;
of his line and was grateful that we left it alone! However he had no memory of the side passargll_ g
and was happy for us to take a look. | think GN's memory must have been affected by his
immi birthday. : : 8 -
g‘thm dived tggether. SM using back mounted 12! cylinders and _MBT using two su:
mounted 7! cylinders and a 7i chest mount. Both divers had a plgasant dive down to lheﬂ si
passage MBT noticed on his last dive, just short of the end of GN line. MBT tied the line o arl:
set off down a 2meter high 1.5m wide, extremely silty ggssagt;e forTsr:avedr_al;lerrn:teetrséﬁwgggst;ro‘hz
ot into another series of chambers at a depth of —33 meters. 1he ¢
ft hand wall supported b,
y d swam around a huge nose of rock jutting out from the le . |
f*-gr:?;r:gs! It is possible to swim undemeath this rock but please don't. Just b_eyond the nos$
‘-la diver reached the head of a small shaft at a depth of —37 meters the dive line was tied (:o
here as the diver's nitrox mix was too rich to go any deeper, but the passage was seen
continue beyond the bottom of the shaft.

CATE: 20-10-01
DIVERS: G NEWMAN, J WISELY
NON-DIVERS: M B THOMAS, S MARSH

For GN birthday treat MBT and SM volunteered to carry GN kit to the dive site, JW was left to
struggle on her own. GN was kitted up with two side mounted 12| cylinders and a chest mounted
10l. He said he was too old to kit up on his own!. the divers aim was to explore beyond the stone
lined tunnel. GN reached the end of his line and laid Smeters of line to get through the tunnel, the
diver put out about a further 10 meters of line before he realized he was swimming through a

forest of pit props. GN got scared and swam back to the safety of the tunnel and tied off his Tine.
The diver spent several minutes looking for a safe way through or around the pit props but could
see none. This area appears to be the last cumrent working face of this part of the mine and is
extremely unstable and should be left well alone. Before GN retumed to base he had a look along
MBT's line and spotted another passage off to the right in the chamber, this was not entered. The
diver surfaced after decompression with no problems. While GN was diving MBT and SM
measured the distance in the current dry part of the sump from the start of the line to the current
sump pool. This was a distance of 70 meters. JW measured the distance from the sump pool
down to the junction of the deep passage this was 150 meters. The divers plan next to measure
the distance from the junction to the end of both GN line and MBT line.
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