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16,3475,  Aubrey Newprot( the well-known typing error) Tan Jepson, Brian
& Sheila Pitman, Phil & Pat Davies, Rich & Annie West, John & Liz Jones,
ZoW¥ Hartwell and inil Hendy. Following Aubrey's house warming party the
. night before, a drunken crew descended the Hell Fire Caves at West Wycombe,

. We fearlessly negotiated the entrance turnstyle, after the Hon. Secy failed
to obbain a party pass, at the Hon. Chairman's instigation. Straight entrance

! passage leads to the seldom trodden depths, where we encountered countless
tourist parties in the dimly 1it warren, dug from the chalk by 17th Century

Pleistocene roadbuilders. According to the guldebook " Before the present baronet
had electric lighiing installed in the caves in 1955, visitors groped their way
along the passaces ..." Its a lie, of course, they still grope their way.The
cave does not appear in the Cave Survey Scheme, but perhaps when the BHC have
storped mucking about in Cuthbert's, the Wig can be persuaded to have a go.
Reliable sources ( back to the guidebook again) put the 1length at a quarter
of a mile, and at one point 300 feet below the top of the hill, Apart from the
slimy chalk walls which leave permanent reminders of the trip on elothing, the
. most severe hazard is th¢ 8/- entry fee. 4 CCC permit is not required., T o
continue...little gated side passages lead offi, usually with figures inside in
perfiod dress. At first we thought they were old cavers, whorhad been lost in
the daye before MRO, but closer inspection showed them to be stuffed models, of
| emall children, miners and the gentry, who used to hold orgies in the mines. More
! masochism than depravity, methinks, everywhere the floor is dripping wet. Local
. doctor must have made g bomb selling rheumgtiem remedies. Little loop passages
" abound, and near the bottom ie a chamber, about 30" across and 40' high., It is
cuffiously lined with chicken wire and angle-iron, cunningly whitewashed to make it

look matural. Avound the walle are niches with modern reproductions of renaissance
. nude statues, A Bit farther on, In the Inner Bemple ( there's a notice on the wall
. to tell you so) is a tableau showing a scene of typical Hell Eire Club depravity.

This reminded me of the Hunter's Lodge on a quitgnight. Bich tableau had a =mx
| hidden tape recordRd Gelling you a little of the history of the mine. All the time
| we heard weird hollow laughter, like a Hut Warden extorting day fees, but this

¥ proved to come from the recorder. Near this chamber is a small pesssge with a
clear shallow puddle on the floor ( did you think it would be on the ceiling?)
A sign eaye RIVER STYX, but I don't think its the real one, just the loeczl water
table. The Hon. Chairmen took advantage of the darkness to show what he thought of
the showcave by defiling the Styx. Behind bars was a little grotto, with very real .
B . looking chalk stalactites glued to the roof, Although the caving community has nothing
sy  but scorn and contempt for tourists, it strikes me that = party of cavers on a tourist
E  trip is worse than any coachload of townees Hon., Aest  Secy

“‘:d = T | = oK T __
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Associates Fot
piddlecombe Swallet
Brownes Hole

Hox Stone Mines
Guckoo Ulesves
Dundry Stone Mine
Eaker Hill/Buddles
East Twin
Eastwater

G.B, Cave
Goatchurch Cavern
Heale Farm Swallet
Hunters Hole

Lamb Leer

Lionel's Hole
Longwood

Mangle Hole

Manor Farm

Nine Barrows Swallet
North Hill Swallet
Fen Park Hole
Pinetree Fot

Rhino Rift

St. Cuthberti's

5t. Dunstan's Well
Sally's Rift

Sayes Hole
Shatter Cave
Singing Hiver Mine
Sludge Fit Hole
Stoke Lane Slocker
Thrupe Lane Swallet
Tyning's Farm Swallet
Waldergrave Swallet
Wigmore Swallet
Withybrook Swallet
Wookey Hole

Husland Farm Fot

* MENDIP, BATH & BRISTOL

74,123

3

87

15,78
ég.zx.26,2?.28,29,21.35.49,52.66.;;2.122.126

a0

1154 &7 .M 8L1,82,99,10
30,12,55,67, 714, 75,81, 101
17122 5 46 52 57160,67 ,83,50,99, 104
8,50,83,87,98,118,123

92

66,73,102

6.30.31.41.43,89.92.115

II

”’-32:35 lﬁ? |?3 !?6 lgzga?'iﬂzglz-l

11

2,3,5,13,53,59,67,72,86
2,k,6,24,25,36,38,66,80,84,93,101,103
13,37,68,75,115

I2I

20 J
21,24,29,581,35,50,107
70,77

78

23

80

7,58,76,78,99,100
33,103,104,116,118
24,31,69,70,80,82,85,86,103,11I9
4,39.3?,115,116,125
42,57,70,74,113,11I5
67

124

125

78

106,109

L

(red page numbers indicate discovery trips)



Upper Series
I

2

Black Hole/01d Approach

Abandon Hope
Vicarage

North West Stream
2t. Pauls

South East Inlets
Shatter Series

I b

Cowsh Aven
TroubleSeries

5,6 & Long Round Trip
9

12

Desolation Row

SWILDON'S HOLE

31,k45,58,99,110
26,45,50,52,56,57,60,65,69,92,100,103,106,117, 118
7,11,27,75,76,81,86,89,97,108,117,121,123
10,13,21,65,79,103

8,16,19

6,9,16,19,32, #,62

83

7:10,31,35,40,41
1,5,7,11,14,15,25,29,37,40,44,79,97

38,108
15,37,39,40,44,45,52,57,58,59,77,82,102,103, 105,106
8,12,58

10,28,68,70,79,98

84,105,107,112, 114,120

23,34,92,102,120

3,6,23,40,80,87,103

17,32
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BAHAMAS

BELGIUM

Cornwall

Cotawold

Derbyshire

Devon

FRANCE

HUNGARY

Hellfire Caves

SPAIN

Wales
Agen Allwedd
Bishopston Valley
Dan-yr-Ogof
Cwnm Tudu
Llygad Llwchwr
Qgof Ffynnon Ddu
Porth-yr-0Ogof
Dirbath Valley

Woreop Mine

Yorkshire
Alum/Diccan
Bar Pot
Birkwirth Cave

OTHER REGIONS & FOREIGN

111

ol
112
101
28,124
122

51
% ,5I,100,106
51,100

99

120

63,97,98
64
64

Bull Pot of the Witches 47

Calf Holes
Dale Barn Cave
Dow Cave
Great Douk

0ld Ing

Out Sleets Beck Cave

Simpsons
Sleets Gill
Swinsto
Tatham Wife

98
iy
18
ley
6l
18
63
I9

97
18,64
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