
Hut bookings: 

July 9
th

 to 25
th

 – Jodie Lewis (30) 

July 27
th

 – Chelsea SS (15) 

August 3
rd

 to 4
th

 – Berger Meet and BBQ 

August 31
st

 to Sept 1
st

 – Essex Lorry Drivers 

Wessex Cave Club Newsletter 

Volume 32: NL1 – June/July 2012 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION   Welcome to this Newsletter. This is not a replacement for the Journal Welcome to this Newsletter. This is not a replacement for the Journal Welcome to this Newsletter. This is not a replacement for the Journal Welcome to this Newsletter. This is not a replacement for the Journal ----  more an aperitif.  more an aperitif.  more an aperitif.  more an aperitif.    
Our Club is an active and hard working one and these Newsletters and Journals aOur Club is an active and hard working one and these Newsletters and Journals aOur Club is an active and hard working one and these Newsletters and Journals aOur Club is an active and hard working one and these Newsletters and Journals are a re a re a re a 
way we can celebrate this enthusiasm. We do a lot, so way we can celebrate this enthusiasm. We do a lot, so way we can celebrate this enthusiasm. We do a lot, so way we can celebrate this enthusiasm. We do a lot, so let’slet’slet’slet’s publicise it. publicise it. publicise it. publicise it.    
    
Thanks to all those who have provided material for this newsletter. If you are concerned Thanks to all those who have provided material for this newsletter. If you are concerned Thanks to all those who have provided material for this newsletter. If you are concerned Thanks to all those who have provided material for this newsletter. If you are concerned 
that these newsletters don’t have enough in them then please feel free to contributethat these newsletters don’t have enough in them then please feel free to contributethat these newsletters don’t have enough in them then please feel free to contributethat these newsletters don’t have enough in them then please feel free to contribute....    

NEWS 

 

In early June the Berger 2012 trip organisers announced that the trip is full. This means that 50 cavers will 

be out over the two weeks. This is excellent news but it does mean that no further applications can be 

made.  You can follow the training and build up on the Forum and by regular updates from Kev Hilton. 

 

During the recent hut working weekend, work was started on the sewerage treatment system. Other work 

included relaying the gas main and fitting fire retardant strips to the fire doors. 

 

COMING UP 

July 21
st

 – Berger training SRT Tower. 

Tony Seddon at Upper Pitts 

July 21
st

 to 22
nd

 – CSCC Cavers Fare  

July 28
th

 to 29
th

 – Yorkshire permits. 

 

 

 

 

August 4
th

 – “Second” Saturday trip. 

Swildon’s Short Round Trip 50
th

 Anniversary.  

Special anniversary T-shirts can be obtained from Richard Carey for £10. 

Sept 8
th

 – Second Saturday Trip (cave to be decided) 

 

RESCUE   

Kev and Charlotte had a short wait (8 hrs) in Rhino Rift when the key broke in the lock (21/04/12). A new 

key has been prepared. 

 

MCR (Mendip Cave Rescue) held a Casualty Care refresher training day for wardens on Saturday 16
th

 June. 

The day was run by Rich Marlow and included a theory session at the Wessex followed by practical sessions 

in Swildon's Hole. 

 

FROM THE LOGBOOK Editors note: PleaEditors note: PleaEditors note: PleaEditors note: Please record your trip in the logbook at Upper Pitts. se record your trip in the logbook at Upper Pitts. se record your trip in the logbook at Upper Pitts. se record your trip in the logbook at Upper Pitts. This logbook This logbook This logbook This logbook 
is a record of the activity of members. is a record of the activity of members. is a record of the activity of members. is a record of the activity of members. A brief synopsis can then be made for the newsletter or A brief synopsis can then be made for the newsletter or A brief synopsis can then be made for the newsletter or A brief synopsis can then be made for the newsletter or 
journal.journal.journal.journal. Selected highlights are given below; further details will appear in the next issue. Selected highlights are given below; further details will appear in the next issue. Selected highlights are given below; further details will appear in the next issue. Selected highlights are given below; further details will appear in the next issue.    

 

The weekend of the 20
th

 to 22
nd

 April saw a number of trips run for “Try Caving”. Some follow up trips after 

this weekend might lead to some new members. Thanks to Maxine and all who helped out. 

 

Work continues in Spider Hole stabilising a boulder choke. Progress is, as might be expected, slow but there 

is still a significant draught to follow. Recent wet weather has delayed progress. 

 

Work continues in Pierre’s Pot on two fronts. Kev and Claire continue working (surveying) on pushing the 

cave beyond Sump 1. Ali, Andrew and Pete are working, intermittently, on a potential higher level route. 



Ali Moody making the break through from Maypole Aven 

into Lower Terminus Chamber 

  

A number of working trips to Maypole Aven in Swildon’s culminated in a break through. There is now a 

route through to Lower Terminus Chamber from Maypole Aven. A nice way into Swynne-Puke series 

without having to go up the 42ft Rift. (14/04/12) 

 

“Once you’ve resigned yourself to the misery and absolute squalor of going caving you can have a really 

good time” – Kev, Matt, Nomi, in Wigmore (10/06/12). 

 

Regular trips into Swildon’s and GB have all been made. A couple of trips stand out – Noel and Cameron 

(9½) Cleave down to Sump 1. Cameron thought it was “Awesome” despite horrendous delays at the 20. 

(01/04/12). Another trip included Jack (aged 11), Geoff, Emma, Chris and Tids doing the Short Round Trip in 

2¾ hrs (16/06/12). 

 

Berger training has included weekend walks, SRT practice and caving. A very successful trip to Derbyshire 

was had by all.  Darren felt compelled to comment “Everything was great, except of course colostomy 

crawl. About 2/3rds of the way through I would have happily swapped every bit of caving kit I own not to 

have to carry on. Otherwise perfect weekend.” (30/06/12 – 01/07/12). See “Coming up” for further training dates. 

 

Mendip Underground description / revalidation trips – recently the route from the Offshoot to Junction 

chamber in Reads Cavern was re-opened by Ali Moody and John Cooper. (16/06/12) 

 

There have also been a number of successful Second Saturday trips. More details next time. 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Membership fees were due on the 1
st

 January.  

A warm welcome to new members since Journal 324: - Angharad Berriman, Alan Brady, Paul Callister, 

Alison and  Florence Crowther-Smith, Helen Dear, Martin Doherty, Emma & John Gisbourne, Oliver Halls, 

Tony King, Tony Radmall, Tim Roskell, Chris Skinner, Francois Tollemer, Anne Vanderplank and Paul 

Wilman. 

 

 
 
If you  have done anything interesting, or have some news you think the Club members may be If you  have done anything interesting, or have some news you think the Club members may be If you  have done anything interesting, or have some news you think the Club members may be If you  have done anything interesting, or have some news you think the Club members may be 
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Please, Please, PLEASE send me items for the Newsletter. It does not need to be much, just a sentence will Please, Please, PLEASE send me items for the Newsletter. It does not need to be much, just a sentence will Please, Please, PLEASE send me items for the Newsletter. It does not need to be much, just a sentence will Please, Please, PLEASE send me items for the Newsletter. It does not need to be much, just a sentence will 
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