
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



Journa l No.  40 .  June 1953 
FOREWORD 

 
The cost of producing the Journal is causing the Committee serious concern and 

matters were brought to a head when a bill for £30. was received. This is the cost of 
materials used for seven issues.  Including postage, the Journal is costing about 4/6d. 
for each member per year. Previously the cost worked out at under 3/ -  a year and it 

should be mentioned that the current cost does not include any labour charges as all 
the actual work of produc ing is done free by a couple of members.  

 
Your Committee have decided 4/6d. out of a subscription of 7/6d. is too high a 
proportion and that there must be a reduction in the number of issues a year of from 

six to four, or an increase in the subscription. In actua l fact it had been decided to take 
the former step, but it has since been discovered that a number of members would 

prefer to pay an increased sub to a reduction in the number of issues of the Journal. 
We would very much like to have the views of all membe rs on the subject, so would 
you please make a specia l effort and write to the Hon.  Sec. as soon as possib le .  

 
It should be made quite clear that the Club is not in financial difficulties but this is 

due in part to the generosity of certain members. As a ma tter of fact the Club's capital 
assets are worth about £400.  
 

We have now acquired a tackle hut, but unfortunately it has not been found possible to 
obtain sufficient assistance to prepare the site and erect the hut. The Hut Warden, 

David Willis, or the Hon. Secretary will be very pleased to receive offers of help from 
members. 
 

David Harbard has left England for Canada and all who knew him will wish him well. 
His place on the Committee has been filled by Tony Wring.  

 
 
HON. SEC:  F.W. Frost, 22 Wolseley Road, Bishops ton, Bristo l 7.  

Phone: Bristo l 44221.  
HON. ASST. SEC:  D. Thomson, 4 St. Joseph Rd. Weston-Super-Mare, Somerset.  

HON. TREAS :  G. Williams, 1 Redhil l Drive , Fishponds, Bristo l.  
HON. SEC. LONDON GROUP:  Mrs. J.H.D. Hooper, 92 Station Crescent, Ashford, 

Middx. Phone : Ashford, Middx. 2168 

HON. LIBRARIAN & GEAR CURATOR:  P.I.W. Harvey, 33 Brighton Rd., Redland, 
Bristo l 6. 
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CHANGES OF ADDRESS : 
 

W.H. DONNAN, 7 The Warren, Hardings tone , Northampton.  
22716668 PTE. DUCK, C.W. 2nd Bn. Green Howards,  6 Pltn. B. Coy, 

M.E.L.F. 27. 
P.I.W. HARVEY, Fairle igh, 7 Woodstock Road, Redland, Bristo l 6.  
A.M. JOHNSON, 16 Beach Road, Weston-Super-Mare, Somerse t.  

 
 

NEW MEMBER: 
 
We welcome the following new member:-  

R.H. HODGES, 14 Lower Camden Place, Bath, Somerset .  
 

 
FORTH COMING EVENTS 

 

JULY 25/26. STOKE LANE. There will be a meet at Cook's Farm, Stoke St. Michael, 
on Saturday and Sunday, July 25th and 26th. Those wishing to come should send their 

names to Ian Mackintosh, c/o Sir Wm. Halcrow & Partners, Portishead "B" Power 
Station, Bristol, Telephone Portishead 2048, before 22nd July and should state if they 
wish to camp or stay in the barn at the farm. Those wishing to stay at Hill Grove 

should notify the Hon. Sec. It is intended to do a few of the caves on Easter n Mendip 
including Stoke Lane with its sump and well known stalactite grottoes. Meet at Cook's 

Farm at 3.30 p.m. on 25th July.  
 
JULY 4/5. SOUTH DEVON. Would any members interested in a trip to the Devon 

caves (date as above) please get in touch with the Ho n. Sec. as soon as possible? 
 

 
 
Philip Rahtz, 27 Cotham Rd., Bristol 6, is engaged on digging an important 

archaeologica1 site and will be pleased to hear from any members who may be willing 
to assist him. 

 
 
 

We deeply regret to have to announce that Leslie Millward is lying very gravely ill and 
we know all members will join with us in an expression of our sincere sympathy to 

Phyllis in this time of great distress.  
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MENDIP RESCUES 
 

Weekend May 2/3rd A report was received by the U.B.S.S. that a party of R.A.F. 
cavers was missing. An officer told Prof. Tratman that the police had been notified, 

but the latter did not pass the message on to the M.R.O. The missing party was found 
in Reeds Cavern. 
 

Thursday, May 14th The police informed the M.R.O. that two people from Weston-
super-Mare had been reported missing overnight and it was thought that they may be in 

Swildons. It was ascertained that the cover was off the entrance to the cave and Bristol 
was contacted by phone with the information that Kenney, Devenish and Simpson were 
about to leave to make a search for the missing couple in the upper parts of the cave. A 

partial stand by was sent out from Bristol but two hours after receiving the call from 
the police it was reported that the missing pair had been found and were out of the 

cave. They were actually found in the middle dry way, having been unable to find a 
way back to the surface.  
 

It is gratifying to note that in this case there was no sensational newspaper report, and 
the M.R.O. is to be congratu la ted on the effic iency with which it conducted the rescue.  

 
 
LAMB LEER CAVERN 

 
In the last issue of the Journal this cave was called "Lamb Lair", This, of course, was 

incorrec t and the following extracts may be of interes t.  
 

"Leer An empty subterranean water course in the Carboniferous Limestone, 

Mendip, Somerse t. " 
1676. Beaumont. Phil. Trans. 734. "Leirey places (as they call it), that is 

cavernous. " (Mend ips).  
 
Other Clubs, please copy.  

 
 

 
Alan Thomas has found a watch that was left at the Eastwater Hut. W ould the owner 
please contact the Hon Secretary?.  

 
 

 
We have pleasure in announc ing the engagement of 
Lieut(E) Trevor R. Shaw, R.N. to Miss Patric ia G.M. Priest ley.  
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BADGER HOLE 
 

Mr. H.E. Balch's long awaited address to the Wells Natural History and Archaeological 
Society was given in two parts: the first on the 28th March 1953, when Dr. Sanderson-

Wells was in the Chair, and the second on the 11th April, when as Mr. Balch pointed 
out, there were "No chairman and no minutes -  only dry bones, and no good for soup at 
that. " 

 
The account that he gave was one of fifteen years work (the first fifteen years, as he 

put it) on the excavation of Badger Hole, begun in 1938 with the permission and active 
encouragement of Mr. Guy Hodgkinson. Many were the tributes of thanks he offered to 
the people (too many to list here) who had helped him, either by digging, surveying, or 

by provid ing mechanica l aids, such as a hoist and winch, electr ic light and railway.  
 

The Hole receives its name from the badger runs in the outer part of the vestibule, 
which were at a depth of two feet. It is high on the left bank of the Axe just below 
Wookey hole. It consists of an outer and an inner chamber. The former (138 square 

yards in extent) was occupied by men and animals from time to t ime, but not so the 
inner chamber, which however contained an enormous pile of debris which had fallen 

in through the roof, and which contained the remains of animals, such as the mammoth, 
that had lived long before the outer chamber was occupied.  
 

The remains were far later in period than those found at Milton Hill (such as the 
hippopotamus and Elephas antiquus) which were mainly pliocene (about 60,000 years 

old). They were later even than those of the Hyaena Den in the valley below, where the 
cave- lion was found, and where the earliest human artefacts were Mousterian. In 
Badger Hole the same animal were found as those in the Hyaena Den, with the 

exception of the cave- lion, and the earliest human artefacts were 25 flints of the 
Aurignacean culture (about 35,000 years old). These were found in three feet of debris, 

and were contemporaneous with the rhinoceros, wild cattle, Mendip Giant Deer, cave, 
brown and grisly bears, hyaenas and wolves, not to mention the more minute fauna. 
They appear not to have been the earliest of supposedly human activities, however, for 

in a sandy gully under six feet of debris were found a number of broken-off 
stalagmites and these Mr. Balch thinks must have been removed from an inner cave by 

earlier men to give themselves more room. Their source remains undiscovered. In 
France it was the Aurignaceans that were responsible for all the best of the cave -
paintings, but none has been found in our British caves, with the exception of one 

forgery. Mr. Balch considers that the triassic conglomerate which lines the Wookey 
caves, such as the Badger Hole, owing to its rough surface is unsuitable for pictorial 

art. 
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The bronze-age men were people of the hills and so left no remains in Badger Hole, 
but the story is resumed in the period o f Romano-British occupation 1700 years ago, 

with fragments of pottery and coins, and from then onwards human visits were 
intermittent until the present day, the latest objects being old clay pipes and children's 

toys. The only human remains were those of four children, aged about three years, 
found close to the teeth of hyaenas. "Little children wrote world history with their 
bones." 

 
One of the most interesting things demonstrated by the Badger Hole excavations is the 

antiquity of the little Exmoor pony. In all the digs (back to 50,000 years old) the 
remains of two horses have been found, No.1 a larger and No. 2 a smaller. No.1 is the 
more numerous, but this is the first site upon which it has ever been demonstrated that 

these horses coexisted. Miss Etherington of Hawkridge was struck by the similarity 
between the remains of the Mendip No.1 horse and those of the ponies on Exmoor, so 

she dug up the skeleton of one of these from a bog in which it had been preserved, and 
its bones were exactly like those of the ancient Mendip horse. Life on Mendip has been 
continuous and has not been interrupted by glaciation. This, as Professor Palmer 

pointed out, in seconding a vote of thanks, is the significance of finding together the 
remains of animals from both the glacial and pre-glacial epochs; it gives to Mendip 

archaeo logy a specia l importance of its own.  
 
Mr. Balch reminded us of the work of the late Sir William Boyd Dawkins, who began 

to excavate the Hyaena Den in 1859. The material from that site was sent to museums  
all over the world, and Mr. Balch had a record of their destinations. But the material 

from Badger Hole has not been scattered in this way. It has all gone to the Wells 
Museum. Specially selected specimens were on view to the audience in the lecture 
room. During the dark days of the war, excavation in reverse was practised and some 

of the Museum's most precious treasures were buried in Badger Hole for safety. 
Thither too, during the bombing raids, came the children from the neighbouring school 

for shelter. They tended to make a mess of the sections but Mr. Balch, resourceful as 
ever, turned it to good account. He so interested these children in his archaeological 
activities that many of them later gave time to come and dig for him. In fact, Mr. 

Balch's most outstanding characteristic seems to be his infectious enthusiasm, with 
which he has fired so many young people, not only to help in the work at Badger Hole, 

but to maintain throughout their lives an interest in archaeology, which they have 
pursued in every part of the world.  
 

OLIVER C. LLOYD 
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STOKE LANE SWALLET AND SAINT DUNSTAN'S WELL 
 

The following observations maybe of interes t.  
 

Saturday, February 7th 1953 was a day of torrential rain. A party made up of members 
of severa l caving societ ies had arranged to visit the new cave in the Fairy Cave quarry 
near Stoke Lane. This cave is quite short and is in process of being quarried away. 

Every surface seemed covered with a film of water.  
 

Behind the main stone crushing plant is a fairly recently opened slocker hole. This 
takes the road drainage and the run off water from the floor of the quarry above. It was 
taking quite a large stream of red-brown water on Feb. 7th.  

 
At St. Dunstans Well the intake works for taking this water for a water supply were 

covered by flood water boiling up out of the rising. The whole of this water was muddy 
with a general grey colour except for one small portion. On the left side, looking down 
stream, red-brown water was issuing from a small opening and from a second one 

adjacent from which the plug of surface soil had obviously been recently forced by the 
water. It was watched for a little while but there was no sign of the waters mixing. The 

quarry staff stated that the slocker drained to the rising and there seems little doubt 
that the red-brown water was that seen entering the slocker behind the stone crushing 
plant. 

 
On April 16th a visit was paid to Stoke Lane swallet. Unfortunately it had rained 

heavily the night before and a large grey-muddy stream was entering the cave and it 
was deemed unwise to attempt the cave. The muddy water had been entering the 
swallet for at least six hours and probably nearly ten hours when seen, for it was then 

nearly 3.0 p.m. and the quarry men stated that it had been running muddy when the y 
came on duty at 8.0 a.m. 

 
St. Dunstan's Well was next checked. The main water was coming out in the stream 
bed from below the intake works and it seemed as if the general level of the water had 

been dropped two or three feet by this means. (How unfortuna te for the water 
company). The main water was quite clear and clean looking. A small quantity of quite 

clear water was issuing from the first of the two left openings mentioned above.  
 
From these observations certain tentative conclusions may be drawn. Mor e 

observations will be necessary both at these sites and elsewhere before more definite 
conclus ions can be drawn.  
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The level of the rising at Stoke Lane is at least partially controlled by a block of 
gravel and stone brought down by the stream. If this is cleared away, as it has been in 

part by the flood waters of February, the stream will emerge at a lower level. This 
should be reflected in a lowering of the sump level inside the cave. It would be of 

interest to know whether this in fact has happened. If it has not then one may 
reasonably conclude that the internal sump is not directly continuous with the rising 
pool. That is there may be one or more pools with lips holding up the water between 

the interna l sump and the pool behind the rising.  
 

There must be behind the rising a very considerable mass of water through which it 
takes at least eight hours for fresh water to pass. A comparison may be made with the 
findings at Ogof Fynnon Ddu. This will probably hold good for many other risings and 

particularly those in which the water comes up through gravel such as at Langford 
Rising. 

 
Water engineers must be prepared to take their intake works foundations considerably 
deeper down, probably to the lower rock lip of the rising and must not depend on 

shallow foundations in the hopes that the water will just kindly flow into their intake 
works. If the pool hypothesis is correct then any intake works which dam back the 

waters at all must result, especially under winter rainfall conditions, in a greatly 
increased total pressure on the stream bed. This is apt to result in the stream bursting 
out through the gravel plug below the foundations of the works, unless these are 

carried down deep. 
 

It seems that the Fairy Cave Quarry system of caves only join the rising at the actual 
exit or only just behind and that this series of caves is quite separate from the Stoke 
Lane series. 

 
E.K. TRATMAN 
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EASTER IN YORKSHIRE 
 

Ingleborough is the king of Craven and Penyghent is the queen. Between the two lies 
Horton- in-Ribblesdale, where a party of fourteen of us went for Easter to pay our 

respects to the gods of these mounta ins. They rewarded us generous ly.  
 
This Easter expedition, which the Wessex makes in company with the Stoke -on-Trent 

club, has become an annual event; and as is well known, some annual events are better 
than others. But those who had been there before were certain that this was the 

pleasantest of these trips that we have ever had. To all of us must go some of the credit 
for the trip's success, but to three men in particular: to Alex Malkin, of Stoke, who 
provided us with much tackle and who also supplied essential local knowledge; to 

Frank Frost, who though unable to come with us had made some light -weight ladders 
that were the envy and admiration of all; and to Howard Kenney upon whom fell the 

burden of being the good shepherd.  
 
The weather gods were kind to us on the whole. Friday was fine and sunny, and the 

rain and snow that we had all fell at night, The mountains were wearing white for 
Eastertide. Much of this snow melted each day so that the becks became swollen with 

water, and on Monday this prevented us from visiting the innermost parts of the White 
Scar Cave, as we had arranged. But we were able, in compensation, to see Alum Pot in 
semi- flood. 

 
For convenience the party split into two, some of the Stoke members going with each. 

We had two of them to take us down Lancaster Hole on Saturday, while the rest went 
to Clapham Cave and got wet. Lancaster Hole, on the slopes of Casterton Fell, was 
only discovered a few years ago, and the British Spelaeological Association made 

themselves unpopular by trying to make it their private hunting ground. After their 
grilles had been repeatedly blown open, however, they accepted the situation and only 

removed their permanent iron ladders from the 110 foot entrance shaft; so that now the 
hole can be entered by any club having enough tackle. This pitch is no more tiring than 
the 70 foot drop in Lamb Leer, because there are ledges 15 and 50 feet down, upon 

which one can rest, and the B.S.A. have left a 30 foot iron ladder at the bottom. All the 
awkward pitches inside the hole have iron ladders also, so that on balance I think the 

B.S.A. deserve our thanks rather than the reverse. I would be more certain of t his if 
they were to open Oxford Pot in Ease Gill.  
 

The beauty of the formations in Lancaster Hole has been exaggerated. The tall 
stalagmite columns are impressive, but the stalagmite slope and crystal pools nearby 

have been spoilt by muddy iron-shod feet. The standard of beauty is on the 
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whole equal to that of the back parts of Gough's Cave. The photographers dawdled in 
the Graveyard and Column chambers, and eventually made their way by Kath's dig 

(just under the Bridge) into Taylor's Passage, and so to Fall Pot, where they descended 
to the streamway. They went along Montague's Passage as far as Stake Pot and then 

turned back. For safety one needs a rope at this pot, but the not very difficult descent 
was made by the other members of the party, who went on into the Ease Gill system by 
way of Stop Pot. They found themselves in a whole series of beautiful streamway 

passages. It was like going from one Swildon's to another. They lost themselves eleven 
times, and eventually found two other cavers who directed them to the Rosy Sink 

entrance. This way lies up two 25 foot verticals, each of which has a rope and wooden 
ladder that has been in place for over a year and is unsafe. The whole party was four 
hours late for dinner, but the management of the Crown took it very well: she seems to 

like cavers. 
 

On Sunday some made a lazy trip in Clapham Cave, going as far as the lake, while 
others went to Sell Gill. There they found the three pitches already laddered by the 
Bradford pot-holers, and a heavy drip accompanied them most of the way; it was far 

wetter than was expected. Another party climbed Ingleborough, adding stones to the 
cairn, and met the Clapham party at Bar Pot. The fells were thick with walkers, but we 

were surprised at meeting so many old friends. We met David Willis and his party 
above Trow Gill, and wished that we had arranged to do some caving together. The 
Stoke-on-Trent members came and dined with us at the Crown, and a lively 

conversational and musical evening followed. The guitar made an appea rance, and 
Denis Warburton gave us his famous rendering of Abdul-Abulbul-Amir, with all the 

appropria te grimaces .  
 
On Monday the madder members of the party arose before six and went and had a look 

at the first two verticals in Sell Gill before breakfast. Afterwards the whole party 
divided into two and did Alum Pot by way of Long Churn: one party in the morning, 

the other in the afternoon. This was about the most exciting and beautiful trip we 
made. There was a lot of water in the Churns and the Dolly Tubs were wet, so we 
laddered the 50 foot pitch to one side of it. This is tricky for anyone descending for 

the first time, because of the ledge half-way down. The Greasy Slab in Alum Pot we 
found to be far easier if the rope descent is made straight down, rather than along to 

the left. Moreover there are reasonably good foot-holds on this slope for the return. No 
rope is needed on the Bridge. The 60 foot middle pitch is very easy and is, of course, 
made in broad daylight. We had insufficient ladders with us for  the final pitch of 25 

feet, so we removed the bottom ladder from the 60 foot middle pitch and used that. 
This left the end of the ladder dangling 15 feet above our heads, and it was great fun  
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climbing up the rocks to the left in order to get on to it for the return. I think we all 
went as far as that terrific waterfall, which falls 100 feet out of Diccan Pot into the 

final chamber. There was one woman in our party, who was caving for the first time, 
and our congratulations go to her for having made the complete descent to the 

waterfall. For this she needed not only courage but a more than ordinary degree of 
determina tion. 
 

Not Ingleborough only, but Penyghent was climbed during the weekend, the more 
lunatic ones racing up its slopes on Friday evening, between tea and dinner, in order to 

find the early purple saxifrage in full bloom, on the mountain limestone above the 
Yoredales. 
 

And then somebody asked us why we didn't do Penyghent Pot!  
 

OLIVER C. LLOYD 
 
 

 
 

UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL SPELAEOLO GIC AL SOC IETY 
The Univers i ty, 

Bristo l 8. 

Monday 27th April 1953.  
Dear Sir, 

G.B. "GUES T DAYS" 
 
It has been decided that the following dates will be "Guest Days" for the G.B. cavern:-  

 
a. Sunday, 24th May. 

b. Sunday, 19th July. 
c. Saturday, 3rd October.  
d. Saturday, 21st November. 

 
On each occasion guests are requested to be at the cave entrance and ready to descend 

at 3 p.m. sharp. The usual tackle fee of 1/-  per head will be charged. The secretaries of 
the clubs concerned are reminded that a list of the numbers who wish to attend should 
be sent to the Hon. See. U.B.S.S. at least a week before the appropriate "Guest Day". It 

would be appreciated if the list of the numbers to attend could be made as accurate as 
possib le. 

 
Yours sincere ly, 
D.A.S. ROBERTSON 

(Hon. Sec.) 
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LES EYZIES -  A CENTRE FOR A CAVING HOLIDAY 
 

Part I. The Village and Surround ings 
 

Les Eyzies, a pleasant village on the banks of the Vezere, is approximately 75 miles 
east of Bordeaux and 300 miles south-west of Paris, an overnight journey by train. The 
neighbouring countryside is very beautiful, a wooded limestone plateau dissected by 

the deeply- incised meanders of such lovely rivers as the Vezere and Dordogne, whose 
wide streams flow smoothly between their poplar- lined banks, lush meadows and 

towering limes tone cliffs .  

 
 
The area around Les Eyzies is one of the most important in the world for its richness 
and variety of Prehistoric discoveries. It is the cradle of two types of Prehistoric man, 

the Cro-Magnon and the Moustie r ian, and was the scene of much 
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activity during the Aurignacian and Magdelanian Epochs. Space limits me to a brief 
mention of the most interes t ing of the Prehis to r ic sites :-  

 
(1) The Museum of Prehistory. Situated on a cliff overlooking the village and the 

Vezere valley, a modern building housing a remarkable series of collections from the 
locality that well repays a visit. In the forecourt, perched on the cliff edge stands a 
large statue of the Cro-Magnon man, a modern sculpture modelled from a 

reconstruc tion of the remains discovered at the base of the cliff below.  
 

(2) Behind the pleasant Cro-Magnon hotel can be seen the rock shelter where 
excavation uncovered this important link in the evolution of Mankind.  
 

(3) The church of Les Eyzies de Tayac is a fortified building of t he 11th and 12th 
Centur ies standing on the site of a very much older foundation.  

 
(4) On the opposite side of the river in a narrow defile in the great cliff (Grand Roc), 
the Gorge D'Enfer , are several rock-shelters which were inhab ited by early man.  

 
(5) Farther along the cliff is the highly interesting site of Laugherie Basse where a 

comple te skeleton of Magdelanian age can be seen in situ.  
 
(6) A short distance beyond (5) is situated the large excavation of Laugherie Haute in 

which a great quantity of bones and implements were found. Of particular interest here 
is a section of the excavation showing twelve distinct levels of material each 

representing a definite Prehis to r ic epoch.  
 
(7) Guarding the southern entrance to the village an enormous slab of rock  known as 

the Rocher de la Reine projects over the road and is thought to be the scene of the 
slaugh te r of prisoners (by "walk ing the plank") in comparat ive ly recent times.  

 
(8) and (9) On the Sarlat road and several miles from the village lie the two site s of 
Abri du Cap Blanc and Laussel, containing a number of remarkable Prehistoric rock 

sculptures in bas-relie f which should not be missed.  
 

(10) The rock-shelter at Le Moustier, six miles from Les Eyzies, where another distinct 
type of human being was found is also very interest ing.  
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There are few "sporting" caves in the area but several good show caves, some 
containing fine formations and others paintings and engravings. The two formation 

caves, Carpe Diem and Grand Roc, are electrically lit and of the bedding-plane type. 
Such is the profusion and variety of the encrustations that access paths have been cut 

out of both rock and stalactites. The cave of Carpe Diem, two miles outside the 
village, is noted for its stalactites and "straws" -  there are so many of them that the 
effect is overwhelming, tending to monotony. The same might be said of Grand Roc, 

almost a solid mass of helictites, some striking the visitor as a little too good to be 
true! 

 
With regard to the decorated caves it should be p ointed out that only the entrances 
were lived in, the inhabitants retiring to the inner passages to shelter from marauding 

animals, whiling away their enforced captivity by adorning the walls and ceilings with 
remarkably life- like depictions of their pursuers and recording hunting incidents. 

Within a mile of the village is the cave of Font de Gaume, situated partly in sandstone 
and containing paintings and engravings of Bison, Horse, Mammoth, Reindeer, even a 
Rhinoceros, most of which have unfortunately been spoilt by initial-writing vandals. 

Two miles distant is the cave of La Mouthe, whose lofty entrance yielded much 
evidence of habitation during Prehistoric times. The earth floor has been excavated to 

provide access in the passages where paintings and engravings of Reindeer and 
Mammoth are to be seen.  
 

Neither of these caves, however, is as fine as Les Combarelles, very pleasantly 
situated beside the Sarlat road and three miles from Les Eyzies. The paintings and 

engravings are excellent and a side passage near the entrance (not shown to visitors 
unless requested) contains bones and teeth of wolves and reindeer embedded in calcite. 
All of the decorated caves are illumina ted by acetylene lamps carried by young guides.  

 
Information regarding: food and accommodation in Les Eyzies, how to get there; how 

to get lost; and such details as price of admission and duration of conducted tours to 
the various caves and places of interest will be gladly supplied on application to either 
the Hon. Sec. or myse lf.  

 
In the next issue of the Journal I will describe some of the places farther afield yet 

within easy reach of Les Eyzies .  
 

DAVID WILLIS 
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23 Duntroon St.,  
Hurls tone Park, 

SYDNEY. 
 

Dear Frank, 
 
Just a line to tell you of our Easter trip. Once more we set out  on our 320 mile 

pilgrimage to the Yarrangobilly caves and once more did we have the tantalizing 
experience of finding a new extension of the Eastern Eagles Nest Cavern; tantalizing 

because we have the luck of finding such things a few hours before the time of our 
return to Sydney. Of course that means another trip, but who could complain about 
that? 

 
A mile north of the Eagle Nest Cavern is to be found the Deep Creek Caverns. No one 

has entered these to any greater distance than a hundred yards; they seem to hold more 
promise than the Eastern Eagles Nest. However, due to the altitude (approx. 3500 ft.) 
the 'Deep Creek' after which the caverns are named (how obvious) is rather cold. Peter 

and I would therefore require some waterproof clothing and we thought that perhaps 
the "frog men" suits may fill the bill. We cannot obtain them out here and I would be 

extremely grateful, Frank, if you could give us an indication of their price -  or any 
help ful advice on the matter -  so that we could buy them from U.K.  
 

Additional to the Deep Creek System there are the Copper Mine Caves (called thus due 
to the disused copper mines in the vicinity). These caves are formed by a stream which 

flows some 14 miles underground . These caverns also require attention.  
 

Best wishes to yourse lf and wife and W.C.C  

BILL WOOF. 
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