
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



Journa l No.  32 .  January, 1952. 
 

FOREWORD. 
 

Members will be aware that the late owner of Beechbarrow gave the Club notice to quit 
Headquarters. Previous to this we had managed to ascertain the name of the Agent of 
the new owner to whom we had sent a request for a continuance of the tenancy. 

Unfortunately the purchaser of the property could not agree to this, and, as a matter of 
fact, was not aware of our existence as tenants of Mr. White, so the contents of 

Headquar te rs have therefo re been removed to barn on Hillgrove Farm for storage.  
 
We are now trying to purchase a portable building, the ideal type being, of course, in 

wood, but the price would appear to almost rule this out; for example two for sale were 
priced at £'500 for a sixty foot hut and £250 for the other which was thirty feet long. 

Objections have been raised to the Nissen type, but people who have used these state 
that it is possib le to make them quite comfortab le .  
 

It is fe1t that members may be in a position to assist in the search for the hut, and it 
would be a great help if you would make enquiries to ascertain if there are any suitable 

buildings available in your locality. We shall be pleased to receive any suggestions 
and advice that members may care to offer.  
 

Permission has been obtained from the owners to erect a hut on a very convenient site, 
water and milk being obtainab le on an adjacent farm.  

 
Arrangements are going ahead. for another Easter trip to Yorkshire with the Stoke -on-
Trent Club, and any member who is interested should inform the Hon. Secretary as 

soon as possib le .  
 

Finally we would like to say how pleased we are with the attendance of members at 
two recent Club events, 25 at G.B. and 24 on the Wookey Hole trip. It is quite obvious 
that members welcome this type of trip, and we shall therefore endeavour to include 

more of a simi1are nature in the future.  
 

Hon. Secretary 
 
 

Hon. Secretary. F. Frost, 22 Wolse ley Road, Bishops ton, Bristo l.  
'Phone Bristo l 44221.  

Hon. Treasure r. G. Williams, 1 Redhil l Drive , Fishponds, Bristo l.  
Hon. Asst. Sec. Mrs. P.E. Mi11ward , Court-de-Wyck, C1averham, Nr. Bristo l.  

'Phone Yatton .3211.  

Hon. Sec. London Group.  H. Murrell, Mizbrooks, Capel, Surrey.  
'Phone Capel 3272. 
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We have pleasure in welcoming the following new members ;  
 

G.E. Carpenter, Uplands , Portway, Wells, Som.  
W.J. Cooke, 16 Manor Road, Weston-Super-Mare, Som. 

M. Jones, 12 Melton Crescent, Horfie ld, Bristo l 7.  
E.J. Maunders , New Road, Cheddar, Som.  
C.A. Pitt Steele, Aldersbrook Hospita l, Wanstead, London E. 11.  

J.R. Roberts, 11 Bramley Way, West Wickham, Kent.  
A.M.B. Salmon, 3 East Liberty, Wells , Som.  

 
 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS 

 
W.T. Edwards, "Stud lands" 730 Wel1s Road, Bristo l 4.  

E.K. Ham, 14 Carnboro Place, Bridgwate r, Som.  
F.J. Hobday, 28 Haywards Road, Haywards Heath, Sussex. 
Rev. P.F.C. Lamb, The Parsonage, Bathurs t , Gambia, W. Africa .  

I. Mackinto sh, 7 Field ing Terrace, Ealing Common, London W. 5.  
N.L. Paddock, 134 Blinco Grove, Cambridge.  

R. Smith, "Molvyn", Oxford Crescent, Penkhull, Stoke -on-Trent, Staffs. 
T.H. Stanbury, 74 Woodle igh Gardens, Whitchurch, Bristo l.  
No. 22400069 Sigmn. Waddon, E.J., 4 T.E. Troop, 1 Squadron,  

 H.Q. B.O.A.R. Signa l Regt., B.O.A.R. 15.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
HAVE YOU INTRODUC ED A NEW MEMBER LATELY? 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 
 

Thursday,27 th February. LONDON GROUP MEETING. 
Trevor Shaw will be giving a lantern lecture on Mediterranean Caving.  

Other business to be discussed is the appointment of a new Secretary. Unfortunately, 
Hvwel Murre11, who is shortly transferring to Birmingham, will be unable to carry on 
this office. 

Members who will be in the London area are invited to attend.  
Meet at 6.30 at 219 Cromwell Road, London S.W. 5.  

 
Saturday, 16th February. G.B. CAVE.  
A Wessex trip has been arranged. Will members proposing to take part please advise  

the Hon. Secretary. 
 

Tuesday, 19th February. CAVING IN AUSTRALIA.  
Bill Woof will give an info rmal talk on the caves which he has visited in Austra lia .  
Meet at 7.30 p.m. at 5, Oakfie ld Road, Bristo l 8.  

 
Tuesday, 4th March. CAVE SURVEY.  

A lecture illustrated with lantern slides on this most interesting topic will be given by 
Jack Duck. 
Meet at 7.30 p.m. at 5 Oakfie ld Road, Bristo l 8.  

 
Sunday, 16th March. LAMB LEER CAVE.  

This is always an attractive trip and members who have not done the cave should 
particula r ly make an effort to be present.  
 

For the information of those living at Bristol, the No. 39 bus for Blagdon leaves 
Bristol at 11.45 a.m. The bus stop for the cave is the cross roads (Harptree Hill) after 

West Harptree village. Transport from the cross ro ads to the cave will be available on 
request. 
 

Meet at 1.30 p.m. at the cave. Names to Com. Lawder at Brook House, Wrington, Nr. 
Bristo1 , Te1. No. Wrington 352 not later than 13th March.  

 
EASTER HOLIDAY. Efforts are being made to arrange a trip to the York shire caves. 
As last year the party will probably stay at the Marten Arms, Ingleton, where we have 

enjoyed ourselves in the past. Wil1 al1 those interested please contact the Hon. 
Secretary as early as possib le.  
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A TRIP TO BARNES' LOOP. 
 

As soon as all the open passages in the Upper Series of Swildons II had been explored, 
there was a marked change in the attitude of the discoverers towards their playground. 

There was in fact a notable show of diffidence whenever, for the purposes of survey or 
excavation, a return to the Black Hole and beyond was suggested. Two expeditions 
were organised, manned chiefly by the unsuspecting members of other clubs, but 

neither progressed beyond the "Vic". Luckily for our self- respect heavy rain had 
swollen the stream on one occasion, while a few weeks earlier several inches of snow 

had made it remarkably cold. Thus it was not blatantly obvious what was afoot when 
someone remarked that he "didn't really consider it wise" to go down Swildons that 
night. 

 
Of the original party of four, three members profess to enjoy passing the sump. They 

consider it sporting! The fourth member has no such illusions, and was rather surprised 
to receive energetic support in lowering the water 1evels of Ducks I and II. These two, 
regarded as having nuisance value only, were with moderate ease reduced to mere 

waist-deep pools. But when it was proposed to continue the process, and take an inch 
or two off the water level in Sump I, there was an outcry! The gods of fair play and 

cricket were invo lved, "It's the longes t and best sump on Mendip!".  
 
It was surprising, then, that when the first rough survey was made and we noted the 

apparent close approach of Sore Knees Creep to Swildons I at Barnes' Loop, the party 
reached complete agreement. "Before  anything else we must see if we can by-pass the 

sump! ". The first attempt was made a few months ago, when Howard Kenney and Don 
Thomson climbed into the roof at the bend just upstream from Barnes' Loop and 
reported a low bedding p1ane going off in the right direction, They could not climb 

into it, however, as the approach was a steep holdless bank of stalagmite ending in a 
twenty foot drop back to the streamway.  

 
On June 30th, 1951, Luke Devenish, Howard Kenney, Bob Sellers, William Stanton 
and Colin Vowles, assembled in front of the Arsenal at Priddy. This time the weather 

was perfect, the stream was low, and the Vic -  until preparations were too far advanced 
to permit of a withdrawal -  was closed. The journey to Barnes' Loop was uneventful 

except that Bob, who had unfortunately been allowed to retain his bug-hunting tackle, 
tended to lag behind.  
 

Twenty-five feet of rigid ladder had been brought down in five -foot sections, in case it 
proved imposs ib le to climb into the passage. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
-4- 



The upper level, which is partly a suspended stalagmite floor replete with formations, 
was reached by a shaky climb up loose rock on the corner. Howard later found a safer 

route by traversing along a stalagmite terrace from the entrance of the Loop. Bob 
disappeared to splash happily in puddles, now and again returning to inform us that 

he'd found Niphargus, a Selle rs, nymphs , and other oddments .  
 
The North wall of the suspended floor is formed by a vast bank of creamy stalagmite, 

flowing out of the hoped-for passage. For twenty feet along the wall it rises to the 
roof, a massive barrier. At the Eastern end there is a space between it and the roof, and 

here, we thought, lay our chance of making progress. Unaided climbing was out of the 
question, so while Colin and Luke assembled the rigid ladder a small pick was 
produced and used to cut steps in the tough mud -coated stalagmite. The only handhold 

was an inadequate pillar, and an unpleasant gurgling was a constant reminder of the 
stream (and the ladder-men) twenty- five feet below. 

 
Although the ladder was found to be a few inches too short the psychological effect of 
company on the diggers was good, and after a short while we reached the passage, 

using a lifeline. Alas, only twelve feet within the roof lowered and the mud coating 
thickened to form an almost complete choke. Digging under the cramped conditions is 

very tiring, especially as the mud is impregnated with stalagmite. A better plan might 
be to cut into the stalagmite bank at its Western extremity, where there is a tiny gap 
over the crest. So close to the Loop blast ing might be unwise.  

 
So it looks like being the sump again for us. We love it!  

 
W.I. Stanton. 

 

 
 

CLUB LIBRARY. 
 
The Club has a small library of books on caving and allied subjects, to which new 

additions are made from time to time. The Library service is, of course, free, but 
members who require books by post are expected to refund postage.  

 
LIBRARIAN : 

P.I.W. Harvey, 

33 Brighton Road, 
Redland, 

BRISTOL. 6. 
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CONTINENTAL HOLIDAY. 
 

The following-  is taken from a letter sent by Bernard Salmon:-  
 

Our conveyance was an ancient Ford 8, the back of which we loaded with camping 
gear. This may in part have been responsible for our breaking the springs three times 
in a week, but I think the Italian roads should also get some of the blame. 

 
Our route took us to the Vosges, through Switzerland, and into Austria via the 

Engandine (St. Moritz). Here we visited some of the side valleys to the river Inn, and 
turned south over the Grossglockner pass after visiting Salzburg a nd the lakes of the 
Sa1zkammergut. We had to skip most of the Dolomites because of bad visibility, and 

after Lake Como concentrated on Art and Architecture in various places on the road to 
Rome, particularly in F1orence and in Rome itself. The return journey to Calais was 

intended to include some caving in the Grenoble area, but this had to be jettisoned as 
we had doubts about the mechanical capacities of the car. However we did penetrate 
underground at several points, and in many places the road was virtua lly subterranean. 

Even if they weren't roofed in, some of the gorges had all the impressiveness of cave 
scenery. 

 
In particular there was a gorge on a tributary of the Salzach, 50 mi1es south of 
Salzburg, called the Liechtenstein Klamm which was the most spectacular. The 

narrows, which run for a couple of hundred yards, are in many places only a few feet 
wide, while the sha1ey limestone cliffs on both side overhang or are a1most vertical 

for the whole of their height or two hundred or so feet. They are so t ortuous at stream 
level that the sky is often invisible from below, and a torch is helpful. Tunnelling has 
been necessary at several p1aces, and elsewhere a slippery pathway of wood is 

suspended over the stream or held on brackets to the cliff. The path rises steeply, as 
the streambed is a succession of pots; smoothed by the mechanical action of the water; 

and the noise made by the water is litera1ly deafening. At least it was after the snows 
melted, but I suppose it could revert to being a cool and placid place in full summer. 
 

A little further north near Werfen we were arrested by an advertisement for another 
eighth wonder of the world, the Eisre isenwelt, an ice cave in the Tennengeb irge.  
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But on enquiry we found that to visit it one had a three hour climb to reach the 
entrance (at 5,000 feet), and several more to see it and come down again. So we were 

content with some picture postcards of it and a guide book in German which we didn't 
understand. But from a superficial perusal it seemed to claim that there are 25 miles of 

passages in all. The part open to the public consists of a series of large chambers 
through which 'flows' a glacier, rather in the manner of stalagmite flooring. The ice 
also rivals stalactites, the largest being a pillar abo ut 20 feet thick and 100 high, but 

the actual walls protrude as plain rock in most parts.  
 

As a contrast we visited the Catacombs of St. Calixtus in Rome. These are of course 
not natural caves, but were hollowed out of volcanic tufa to serve as burial chambers 
in Roman times. Many religions used this system of burial, and the rights of owners or 

occupants had become protected by civil law. Thus Christians availed themselves of 
the protection given by the state to burial clubs even though they might be perse cuted 

else-where. But popular ideas of clandestine meetings underground for worship are 
probably not altogether correct. It is true that burials were accompanied by certain 
ceremonies particularly Masses which could be celebrated on the flat tops of tombs,  

and this necessitated carving out small chambers. But the chambers are indeed small, 
and could not contain a congregation of more than a dozen at once. Probably these 

chambers, which measure about 12 feet square were family vaults, while the alter 
tombs were usually those of martyrs or others who were venerated .  
 

The catacombs lie outside the city of Rome, since that was decreed by the state, and 
even today they are in open country. There are some forty miles of passages, so we 

were told, but this is a total, and the individual catacombs are distinct units of up to 
eight miles of passages, which do not interconnect with those of other catacombs. 
Catacomb, by the way is now a generic name, but originated as the locality in which 

lay the system of chambers and passages called after St.  Calixtus. Translated literally 
it means "by the hollows".  

 
The more extensive of the Christian catacombs date from the second century A. D. and 
continued to be used until the fourth century, when the recognition of Christianity 

gave a different turn to affairs. Then pilgrims visited them, and they were done up with 
additional paint and plaster work. Ravages by the Northern invaders of Italy caused the 

author it ies to transfe r the bodies of many of the most illus tr ious  
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of those buried in the catacombe to the city churches for safe keeping; and with that 
the catacombs lost their attraction for pilgrims, and most were forgotten until the end 

of the sixteenth century when they were accidenta l ly rediscovered.  
 

The actual formation of these systems of passages was a continuous process. At 
present their shape is a complicated network of horizontal rift - like passages at various 
levels. Originally the passages would have been quite shallow, say eight feet from 

floor to ceiling. The nature of the rock made it easy to excavate, and yet it was 
sufficiently consistent not to need vaulting to prevent subsidence though brick arches 

were used in places. In the walls of these passages were cut recesses like deep shelves 
to take the bodies, and then the front of the recess was sealed with brick or marble. 
This continued until the system was filled; then the floor level was lowered a suitable 

amount, more niches were dug in the newly exposed walls, and so on, until today the 
passages are about forty feet high for considerable stretches, and of course the original 

width of about 5 feet. Stone steps lead up to the surface from some of these galleries, 
and connect one series with another. Any particular series may or may not be 
scientifically laid out; some are on a grid pattern with lateral passages at right angles 

every five yards (which gives a greater appearance of solidity than is the case, as each 
wall is recessed); others wander from one chamber to another, with everything but 

right-angle turnings and intersections. The interior is quite dry, and preserved the 
bodies remarkably well if the specimens displayed under glass are typical examples. 
But practically all the facings of the niches have been removed (and the bodies too) 

and so the walls have an empty dovecote- like appearance. As the only illuminants are 
the tapers carried by the guides and one or two others if the party is large, the effect is 

eerie enough without the atmosphere created by the imagination of the guide, and 
reinforced by stray skulls in likely places. In fact we were surprised that some of our 
party survived the trip seeing that they were a scratch team enticed in by the 

equiva lent of Cooks tours.  
 

Bernard Salmon. 
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PAST EVENTS. 
 

G.B. 16th December .  
 

'Special event' said the Journal "meet at the cave entrance 2.30 sharp". Well, you know 
how it is with Club trips -  no need to worry about the time, and we felt very virtuous 
when we rolled up only a few minutes late.  

 
Shock No.1 was the sight of large numbers of bods already parked for the fray. But 

that was nothing to Shock No. 2. the Hon. Secretary and the Hon. Treasurer had 
arrived at 2.15! In fact they were already subterranean.  
 

After that, anything could happen, and the subsequent proceedings had an a ir of 
unreality and such prosaic details as the number of people present cannot be recalled, 

except that there were lots and quite a few were wearing faces that didn't belong either 
to U.B.S.S. or W.C.C. 
 

Two or three being gathered together about the Early Perpendicular edifice now 
adorning the entrance shaft, there was talk of the ways and means by which the Gorge 

might be attained, but the ladders had been removed from the old route, so, discretion 
abetting lethargy, we followed the new route, bearing Mr . Harvey' s tripod. 
 

G.B. is a cave with a friendly atmosphere, and the Gorge, spangled with lights 
appended to invis ib le cavers all about, had a festive air.  

 
We did a circular tour, down the Gorge and back through the Ox Bow (Upper Series?) 
meeting fellow spelunkers now and then and gathering in a heap for Mr. Harvey, now 

reunited with his tripod "Watch the pretty stalac t ites and say 'cheese"!  
 

On the return, some decided to mortify their flesh by taking the old route, and although 
a rope had thoughtfully been left over the drop at the Devils Elbow, the party preferred 
to claw their way up over one of their number, as, by standing on his head they could 

have a good look around and a nice rest before tackling the squeeze. And two there 
were who decided they Didn't Like It, and were wise virgins and returned and took the 

Easy route. 
 
Mendip was hid in mist when we emerged, and it was surprisingly difficult to find the 

Farm. 
 

H.C. Attwood was reported missing, but later located foot -slogging it to the Hunters 
Lodge, en route for Swindon. The Hon. Treasure r rescued him and all was well.  
 

It was really a most enjoyab le afternoon.  
P.B. Dolphin. 
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UPPER SERIES OF WOOKEY HOLE. 
 

Thanks are due to L. Devenish for arranging this trip and it must have given him some 
satisfaction to find that 24 people were sufficiently interested to turn up and on the 

Saturday before Xmas at that. Perhaps this was a better date than at first thought, as it 
enabled several members to be present who are only in this part of the country d uring 
Holidays . 

 
An impressive collection of cars, etc, assembled in the car park, and people could be 

seen doing their best to change behind, in front, in and under the various vehicles -  the 
auto-cyc lis ts found it difficult .  
 

After a late start Dev. counted us through the entrance and we had not proceeded very 
far before a learned discourse by the geological types was in progress concerning what 

to me appeared deposits of lamp black on the roof and walls. We enjoyed wandering 
freely around the 'Show Part'  before climbing to the Upper Levels. Apparently no -one 
felt very energetic so the party split up into little groups to discuss geology, bats -  

both Greater and Lesser Horseshoe being present -  photography and photographers, 
they are always present, and how long before closing time. With great difficulty Dev. 

managed to count out 23 people, so presumably the Witch had company over 
Christmas. 
 

When Luke visited Wookey next morning he unfortunately found it necessary to 
remove cigarette packets, apple peel, chewing gum packets and a few odds and ends 

from the car park. It seems that bats are not the only visitors to Wookey who leave 
indica t ions of their visit behind.  
 

L.W. Millward. 
 

 
OLD GOUGHS, GREAT OONE'S and LONG HOLE, CHEDDAR.  

 

It was hoped to arrange a trip, which should have popular appeal, to these caves in the 
very near future. Unfortunately it has not been possible to obtain the necessary 

permiss ion, but it is like ly that a trip will be arranged towards the end of the year.  
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THE CAVES OF COUNTY CLARE, EIRE. 
 

The 1952 session opened with a very interesting talk by Donald Thomson which was 
thoroughly enjoyed by the 14 members who braved the elements to be present. He 

described with the help of 30 or 40 slides two trips made by the U.B.S.S.  under the 
leadership of Professor Tratman to caves in the Lisdoonvarna area of County Clare, 
Eire. The hotel, which appeared to be one of the few to which cavers are welcomed, 

and its comforts were described in detail, and a number of questions were asked  
regarding the food and drink (mainly by Dev!) Several slides showed the hotel and the 

surround ing distr ic t, which resembles Yorkshire rather than Mendip.  
 
The main cave in the district is the Coolagh River cave which takes a considerable 

stream (8 feet wide) into its rather restricted entrance. This entrance is about 5 miles 
from the sea at a height of 500 feet, and the river comes up somewhere in the bed of 

the Atlantic (sump enthusiasts please note). The drop of the cave towards the sea is 
about the same as the surface gradient, so that over the mile or so of channels that 
have been explored the system is never very far from the surface. Hence there are 

several pot holes along the stream route up to the surface about 60 feet above. Another 
stream enters at Polldonough South and this stream eventually joins the Coolagh River 

underground after some very devious routes, the intricacies of which have not yet been 
solved. The formations in the series are good in places but not very extensive, as the 
rapid water action, especially when in flood has worn away many of them . This same 

water action has also produced a scalloping effect on the rocks which is most marked. 
One of the particular joys of this cave is to crawl for hours over these sharp edged 

scallops, and there are other hazards to negotiate such as submerged rocks and 
stalagmite arches in the stream bed. A redeeming feature, according to the speaker, and 
which nobody believed of course, is that the water is actually warm in the active parts. 

Whether this was a real warmth or due to the effects of the hotel whisky was not made 
clear. The end of the series is a deep pool which can be passed when the stream is very 

low, leading to a small continua tion of the stream passage.  
 
Other caves described were the Pollnagollom Upper Series and the Poll Lislarheenbeg. 

The streams in these follow the same pattern as the Coolagh River in that the stream 
wears out a passage in a bedding plane for a certain distance and then drops suddenly 

20 feet or so to the next bedding plane, and so on. 
 
Finally some slides were shown of the nearby Cliffs of Moher (900 feet) and the Lakes 

of Connemara and the last one was of sunset over the Atlantic taken from the hotel, 
which brought to a conclus ion a most enjoyab le evening.  

 
Why not come along and enjoy these evenings with us.  

W.T. Edwards. 
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LETTER RECEIVED FROM:-  
UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL SPELAEOLO GIC AL SOCIETY.  

 
The Univers i ty, 

Bristo l 8. 
13th January, 1952. 

 

Caving Accident.  
Drunkard' s Hole, South side of Meddip Lodge Wood.  

 
On Saturday Jan. 12th two persons caving on their own were down Drunkard's Hole. 
They had left a message at their homes to say they were going down the Bath Swallet 

and had mistakenly gone down Drunkard's Hole. In this cave the main rift, which runs 
steeply downwards in an approximately north to south direction expands a little at 

about 30 feet from the surface. At the bottom of this wider portion are some wedged 
boulders and the way on lies round and under them. The passage is tight. While the 
men were down the cave one of the smaller boulders shifted down about a foot and the 

one immediately above about an inch or so, but was fortunately held by a chock stone 
on the east. The passage was partially blocked. One of the cavers who was very slim, 

managed to crawl out past the obstruction, at considerable risk, and was lucky to find 
someone available at the U.B.S.S. headquarters. A stand by message was sent to Dr. 
Crook and handed on to the Hon. Sec.  

 
Rescue work was undertaken. The loose boulder was pulled up some way but could not 

be pulled quite back to its original position and the passage remained blocked. A way 
was then cleared round the west side of the boulders and through a very tight squeeze, 
with the aid of a rope pull, the trapped man was freed. Time take n between receipt of 

first news of the mishap and rescue about four hours.  
 

Once again this episode illustrates the folly of those who go caving on their own. It 
,was purely luck that the way out was not completely blocked and purely luck that 
someone was immediately available to start the rescue work. The false location given 

in the message at the homes of the cavers would have caused great delay in finding 
them. It needed only another inch movement on the upper boulder to have made the 

rescue a really long job. 
 
Drunkard's Hole round and beyond these boulders should be regarded as unsafe. The 

most feasible way to tackle the obstruction is to knock out the chock stone of the upper 
boulder and allow it to fall. It might block the way on but could be broken up with 

hammers and removed in pieces. The entrance to this cave is not too safe and in case 
of accidents an alternative way in could be made by digging in the floor of the 
southern one of the twin hollows of this cave entrance .  

 
(sgd) E.K. Tratman. 
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CORRESPONDENC E IN CONNECTION WITH G.B. CAVE.  
 

Axbridge Rura l Distr ic t Council 
Council Offices, 

Axbridge, 
Somerset . 
8th November, 1951. 

 
Dear Miss Boarland, 

 
G.B. Cave Charterhouse.  

 

I set out below a copy of a report which was presented to my Council's Wate r, 
Sewerage and Estates Committee on the 12th October last :-  

 
"At a Meeting held in the Clerk's Office on Saturday, 6th October, 1951, the Bristol 
University Spelaeological Society was represented by its President, Professor Tratman; 

its Secretary, Miss V. Boarland; and one of its active members; and the Council by the 
Chairman of the Committee, Mr. C. J. Cook; the Vice-Chairman of the Council, 

Councillor Brigadier G.L.G. Pollard; and Councillor G.E. Body, with the Clerk and 
Surveyor . 
 

After a full discussion it was agreed that the Society should have the sole right to 
continue exploration of the G.B. Cave and adjacent cave systems on the land owned by 

the Council. Apart from the Bristol Society only certain recognised Societies should be 
permitted to visit the systems and then only as guests of the Bristol Society, who 
should be responsible for arranging visits on dates convenient to them and under their 

supervis ion. 
 

The representatives of the Bristol Society named the following Societies as being 
sufficiently responsible and well-established to be recognised for the purpose of this 
arrangement:-  

 
1. The Mendip Nature Research Committee  

2. The Wessex Cave Club.  
3. Bristo l Explo ra t ion Club.  
4. South Wales Caving Club.  

5. Westminste r Spelaeo logica l Group.  
6. Cave Research Group. 

 
If any other Societies wish to visit the systems they should only be permitted to do so 
if they can become affiliated, after due scrutiny, to one of the recognised Societies 

named above. 
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On these terms the keys to the new door were handed to the Society and the Council's 
representatives resolved that the other sets of keys should be retained by the Council 

and not issued to any other persons or bodies. These arrangements would be reviewed 
after six months of tria l operation.  

 
It was further agreed that the publication of photographs, maps or descriptions of the 
cave systems should be the exclusive right of the Bristol Society which would be 

prepared to allow other persons or bodies to make such publications on proper 
acknowledgeme nt being given. 

 
The Society's representatives stated that they were digging in two other places in the 
neighbourhood of the G. B. Cave in the hope of entering separate cave systems and 

they agreed that in future they would notify the Council before starting any fresh 
digging. They further agreed that they would do all they could to assist the Council in 

preventing damage to the new entrance to the Cave and to water tanks and fittings in 
the neighbourhood and the Council's representatives agreed that the Co uncil, on its 
part, would prosecute anyone found committ ing such damage. "  

 
The Committee recommend the Council to approve of the arrangements reached at the 

meeting, on the 6th October on the understanding that the Society would keep the 
Council informed of the progress of any future digging operations so as to enable the 
Council to take early steps to secure the entrances to any other caves which may be 

discovered on the Council's land. The Society is also asked to ensure that any future 
diggings are secure ly fenced to prevent the entry of cattle.  

 
I am forwarding a copy of this letter to the Secretary of the Royal Military Academy, 
Sandhurst Mountaineering Club, c/o Dr. M.H. Everdell, Old College, Royal Military 

Academy, Sandhurst, Camberley, Surrey; the Somerset Constabulary Caving Club 
(Frome Division), c/o Sergeant K.L.G. Russe11, County Police Office, Frome, 

Somerset; and the Axbridge Caving Group & Archaeological Society, c/o Major D.C. 
McKeand, Hillside, Axbridge, as those three Societies have all app lied for permission 
to enter the cave. I shall be obliged if you will pass on the Council's decision to any 

other Societies or individuals who may, to your knowledge, be interested in the Cave, 
includ ing the six recognised Societ ie s.  

 
I would like to make it perfectly clear that the Council is not suggesting that the 
damage which has already taken place in the cave has been caused by members of any 

organised Society, but if access is made freely available it would be impossible to 
control the activities of irresponsible people such as those who have already damaged 

the new locks. 
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The Council is anxious to ensure that if the caves are ultimately opened to the public 
they will not, in the meantime, be spoilt. It is hoped that occurrences such as that  last 

Easter when an ill-equipped party were lost in the Caves, will be avoided in the future. 
A further reason for the Council's action is to ensure that exploration of the cave shall 

be properly carried out and the results made available in due course fo r the public 
benefit. 
 

Yours sincere ly, 
(sgd) Frank K.C. Adams.  

Clerk of the Council.  
Miss V. Boarland, 
Hon. Secretary, 

Bristo l Univers i ty Spelaeologica l Society,  
Univers i ty of Bristo l,  

Bristo1 . 
 
 

 
Univers i ty of Bristo l Spelaeo logica l Society,  

The Univers i ty, 
Bristo l 8. 

 

Dear Mr. Frost, 
 

G.B. CAVE, CHARTERHO US E-ON-MEN DIP. 
 
1. You are no doubt aware of the difficulties that have arisen in connection with this 

cave. Although it is unnecessary to relate in detail all that has taken place since the 
unfor tuna te episode at Easter, 1951, it is necessary to give a summary.  

 
2. This Society originally obtained permits to dig in Gruffy Field in or about 1920. 
Various attempts to gain access to the cave system that was thought to exist there were 

made, culminating in 1940, in the discovery of G.B. In our recent discussions with the 
Axbridge Rural District Council (A.R.D.C.), that council, through its representatives 

asked us many pertinent questions as to why this Society, which had long held the sole 
rights in the digging and exploration of the area and of the G.B. Cave itself, had failed 
to take proper measures to secure the cave against unauthorised entry, and why this 

society had permit ted so many varied persons to go down the cave.  
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3. Our representatives pointed out that it had done its best to fulfil its obligations to 
the Council and that we did not wish to adopt a "dog in the manger" attitude to those 

others, who though not members of our Society, wished to explore the cave.  
 

4. This phase of the discussions may be said to have been concluded by the erection of 
the present works and gate at the entrance. It is worth mentioning that at one stage it 
was mooted that the entrance should be complete ly closed to all by a block of concrete.  

 
5 At subsequent meetings the A.R.D.C. made the following points abundantly clear:-  

 
(1) G.B. cave was the property of the A.R.D.C. and the Council was determined to 
protect their property as far as possib le.  

 
(2) The A.R.D.C. were considering opening the cave to the public and the present 

works could be conside red as a preliminary phase.  
 
(3) The A.R.D.C. were determined to reduce to a minimum the number of persons 

having access to the cave.  
 

(4) The A.R.D.C. were insistent that this Society had sole rights in the cave as in  
the past from the time of the original permits, and that any others desiring access 
to the cave must have that access through this Society as guests of the Society and 

must be accompanied by a member of the Society on each occasion.  
 

6. With regard to 5 (1) and (2) no comment is required. In 5 (3) it is important to note 
that searching questions were put to our representatives on the constitution of the 
Society in relationship to membership, and in particular as to how large our "outside" 

membership was, and how large it might become under our rules. It was not until the 
A.R.D.C. were satisfied that our "outside" membership was limited, and that by giving 

this Society access to the cave they would not in fact be opening the cave to all and 
sundry, that they consented to the Society having the keys of G.B.  
 

7. With regard to 5 (4) it was pointed out by our representatives that there were many 
others besides ourselves interested in the cave and we did not wish to adopt an 

exclusive attitude towards them. Three separate attempts were made to get the 
A.R.D.C. to give access to the cave to recognised caving groups on application to the 
A.R.D.C. Each attempt was a failure and the position became that given in 5 (4). This 

Society has had to accept this as the best that could be achieved in the time.  
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8. In the course of the discussions the names of various Societies and Groups were 
mentioned and the A.R.D.C. appeared to be considerably perturbed at the number of 

unrelated bodies claiming, and, in one case,  demanding with threats, access to the 
cave. Eventually a list was prepared, which is given in the letter of the A.R.D.C. and it 

is the view of the A.R.D.C. that others interested should join or affiliate with one or 
other of the bodies listed and thus be entitled to go down the cave as the guests of this 
Society. 

 
9. The cave-bearing area of Mendip is comparatively small, and seems to be unique in 

the large number of totally unrelated groups using it as a caving ground. It is a matter 
worth discussing whether some sort of affiliation or lia ison between groups would be 
desirab le. 

 
10. In order to fulfil the intentions of the A.R.D.C. and at the same time to provide for 

access to the cave by others than our members', this Society has decided to make 
certain "guest-days" and on these days a member will be available to accompany the 
party down the Cave. This is to be reviewed, as suggested in the A.R.D.C. letter, after 

a trial period. The dates selected are: 
 

Sunday, Dec. 16th, 1951.  
Sunday, Feb. 24th, 1952.  
Easter Monday, Apri1 14th, 1952.  

 
The time of the meeting at the cave entrance to be in each case 2.30 p.m. It is 

requested that the Secretary of this Society should be notified in advance of the 
approximate number of persons from your Society or Group who will be present. 
 

11. In conclusion we wish to state emphatically that the present position is not of our 
seeking and we would have preferred a less onerous, to us, means of giving access to 

the cave to those genuinely interested in cave exploration. We reit erate that the owners 
of the cave are the A.R.D.C. and they have the right to determine the terms upon which 
access may be given. 

 
Yours faithful ly, 

 
E.K. Tratman. 
(President). 
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