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Club News 
Club Events 

 
The WCC vs BEC Skittles will be held on January 
3rd 1998 at the New Inn, Priddy . For more 
information contact Phil Hendy. 
 
If anyone has any ideas or preferences for the 
Sunday activity after the Dinner next year, please 
let Dave Morrison know. 
 

Hut News 
 
Anyone who ventures into the upstairs dormitory 
may well be forgiven for thinking that they’ve come 
to the wrong place, as a considerable amount of 
work has been undertaken in the last few months. 
The whole dorm ceiling and walls have been 
superbly plastered by Ian Timney, with a few 
helpers - I’m told that during this process Ian 
perfected a new style of walking; ‘crate walking' 
which may set a new trend - hence the naming of 
Crate Chamber in the dormitory. We also have 
some new wooden bunks securely fixed to the 
walls with more to follow shortly. The dorm has 
been painted a light colour, so the whole effect is a 
brighter, cleaner and generally more attractive 
bunk room. Another feature is the lino floor which is 
a vast improvement on the previous flooring. 
 
The mattresses in both the communal and ladies 
dorms have been renewed with fire-resistant ones 
to comply with the fire regulations. Although all 
donations of furniture are gratefully received, if you 
are going to bring any down for the common room 
or library, please could you try to ensure it is 
fire-resistant. 
 

Wessex People 
 
Please note that both Deborah Morgenstern and 
Dominic Sealey can now be found at: 

Dean Field Studies Centre, Parkend 
nr Lydney, Glos, GL15 4JA 
01594 563684 

 
Congratulations to Duncan and Lydia Frew on the 
birth of their second child - Rufus - born on Friday 
7th December at 10pm. We wish all of them well. 

Sales news 
 
We now have in stock some coffee mugs. These 
are a white mug with the WCC emblem appearing 
in black (as the front of the Journal) on both sides of 
the mug. 
 
We also have a stock of Andy Sparrow’s new book 
“The Complete Caving Manual”. 
 

Committee News 
 
The following posts were nominated by the 
committee following the AGM: 
 
MRO co-ordinator Mark Helmore 
Training Officer Les Williams 
Librarian Mike Dewdney-York 
Northern Caving Secretary Keith Sanderson 
Hut Bookings Wendy Williams 
 
Survey sales are now included with the normal 
sales, but thanks to Maurice Hewins for doing this 
thankless task for the past ‘x’ number of years. 
 
The Wessex Rules and Handbook are in long 
awaited need of updating - this is to be done this 
year, along with a new Club Handbook for all new 
members. It is obviously a major task so any offers 
of assistance would be gratefully received. Please 
contact Vern Freeman. 
 
From this years AGM was a suggestion that any 
proposals for training be advertised in the 
Journal. If you would like any training in 
photography, digging, etc, please contact the 
committee who will try to arrange something. 
 
Raised at the AGM and detailed on page 114 of this 
Journal was the need to raise the awareness of 
day fees and a note to be put into the Journal to 
this effect - watch this space for further details 

Currently there is a conscience box in the 

changing rooms and the safe in the common 

room for any contributions by those people 

using the hut on a ‘day basis’. 

To try to raise the awareness of these day fees, 

the committee will be looking into placing a 

conscience box in the kitchen as well as notices 

around the hut reminding people of the fees - we 

hope this will help the problem! 
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Caving News 

General 

Ghar Parau Foundation are pleased to announce 

the Second European Caving Expedition 

Symposium: 

* to be held in the English Peak District over 

the weekend of 25/26 April 1998 

* this event follows on from a very successful 

seminar held in Mejannes le Clap in France 

in May 1996, and will be an opportunity for 

everyone involved in expedition caving 

around the world to meet and swap 

information and ideas. 

* for further details, please contact Nick 

Williams at the following address. 

The Hall 

Great Hucklow 
Buxton 

Derbyshire 

SK17 8RG 

Tel. 01298 873800 

fax. 01298 873801 

e-mail: nick@conformance.co.uk 

Mendip 

The BEC think they have won the digging barrel 

this year, perhaps they forget there’s still 

several week’s to go. 

Mendip Technical Group? 

Many Mendip systems are in urgent need of rebolting, 

but currently no dedicated body assumes 

responsibility for this. One way forward would to be to 

form a Mendip Technical Group under the auspices of 

the Council of Southern Caving Clubs (CSCC). This 

will be proposed at the next CSCC meeting on 

Saturday December 6th (10.30, Hunter's Lodge, all 

cavers welcome). The group could work along the 

following lines- 

* open to all interested cavers 

* under the direction of CSCC training and 

equipment officers 

* assess all current anchors 

* prioritise new placements 

* organise training 

* install and maintain anchors 

These are just suggestions and further input is 

requested. 

Five Buddles Sink has broken into open passage 

after a years digging. 15 meters of partly-mined 

passage has been followed to a choke where work 

continues in muddy conditions. The terminal choke 

lies beneath an infilled mineshaft. Surface digging 

looks likely to enter the cave by this route making 

future work more practical. 

In Whitepit bad air continues to be a hazard below 

Prophecy Pot and the area should not be entered 

without consulting BEC diggers. Recent work has 

entered 100 feet of large passage below Prophecy 

Pot. This terminates in a sump which will make 

future digging a problem. 

Dave Mitchell’s dig at Charterhouse is 

progressing well. This depression was opened with 

a Hymac and work continues between stal 

cemented boulders. 

In Hunter’s Hole there is a massive digging 

operation in the bottom, and much equipment left in 

situ. 

Mud sump in Swildons is currently sumped. It has 

been free-dived by groups attempting reverse- 

round trips but this is VERY DANGEROUS as the 

sump is getting gradually longer with rising levels. 

Also in Swildon’s Sump 12 has been revisited and 

the underwater passage has been enlarged. It is 

hoped that a route can be forced up towards 

airspace very soon. 

A caver training facility for Mendip. Wells 

community education have been successful in their 

lottery bid to finance a new sports hall which 

includes a climbing wall and specially designed 

caver training facility. This will consist of a balcony 

with rigging points where SRT, ladder and lifeline or 

rescue techniques can be practiced by local cavers. 
Completion is due in early 1999. 

Derbyshire 

Peak Cavern access has changed. For more detailed 

and up-to-date information get in touch with the TSG. 

The basic arrangements are: 

Cavers will be expected to enter the cave between 

9.30am and 10am on Sunday’s, before the showcave 

opens. 

Access may be allowed over a longer period, from 

October until Easter 
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Changing in the cave will not be possible, so you 
will have to change in the TSG and definitely not in 
the car parks. 
There will be a charge of £2-£2.50 per head. 
You will also have to have BCRA insurance, your 
club insurance covers this. 
If you require a trip please contact John Beck at: 
Glebe Cottage, The Hillock, Eyam, Hope Valley, 
Derbyshire, S32 5RB and please enclose an SAE. 
 
The top entrance to Lathkill Head Cave has been 
closed, although access is available through The 
Garden Path Entrance. Although a scientific reason 
for access is required, further details of this can be 
obtained from: David Mycroft of Buxton 
Underground Group. 
 
 

Yorkshire 
 
A Dig in the floor of the bedding plane from the 
base of the Entrance pitch in Cow Pot has entered 
into a series of pitches. This dig is being stabilised 
but at present is unstable, so please keep away 
from this area. 
 
Short Drop Cave and Gavel Pot on Leck Fell have 
now been ECO-anchored. An ECO anchor traverse 
has also been installed on the climb out and up into 
the Gavel Pot shakehole above the final pitch of 
Short Drop Cave, providing a safer route for the 
through trip. 
 
Swinstow Hole trips should take great care due to 
recent rock falls just downstream of the main (Split) 
30m pitch. The collapse is partially blocking the 
route to the West Kingsdale Master Cave. Great 
care should be taken passing this unstable area. 
 
The collapse at the forth pitch in Gingling Hole on 
Fountains Fell has yet again collapsed while a 
party was descending the cave, trapping tackle 
bags and rigging equipment. This area is no longer 
passable and should be avoided as it is very 
unstable. 
 
 

Wales 
 
A new book on the caves of Llangattock called 
Darkworld is soon to be published. This is a book 
by Martyn Farr and is being published by Gomer 
Press. The cost will be about £15 for Paperback 
£17 for Hardback. There are plenty of maps and 
lots of colour and black and white photographs. 

Letter to the Editor 

Dear Rosie 

I read the obituary to Ruth Alice 

with a big lump in my throat; the early 

events are as fresh as yesterday. My 

compliments to Tony Audsley. 

Alas, however, a double error had 

crept in which really should be amended. 

Ruth is mentioned as the second 

woman to pass Swildon's Sump I, with first 

place going to Margaret Powell. I was an 

eye-witness to the event and Jack 

Sheppard the party leader is most 

emphatic, as I am, that Ruth was the first of 

the two to go through. I am sure Margaret 

will not mind my saying so, but both Jack 

and I held Ruth to be the more dominant 

on that occasion, an occasion that will 

always remain brilliant in Jack’s and my 

memory, and we are both certain that the 

order was first Ruth, then Margaret, and I 

can add that their performances were both 

magnificent. If there lingers any doubt in 

your mind, Margaret Bruce will surely 

settle it. 

Next, the reference to Margaret as 

‘Powell” is an error; she was Griffin at the 

time. Maybe the scribe had my co-diver of 

early Wookey days in mind. She was 

Penelope Margaret Powell. 

In view of the importance now 

attached to the events of these early days, 

I do hope that you will be able to get the 

record back on course. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Graham Balcombe 
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Wessex Goes West To The Gower 
Christine Lumb 

Given the very vague directions given by the trip 

organiser Max, it was with great surprise that 15 

Wessex members found themselves on the Gower 

on a dark September night. The only direction given 

was a grid reference for Nicholaston farm which 

was off road down a small lane - very difficult to find 

in the dark!!! In fact I feel very sorry for the locals as 

they must have wondered if they’d been invaded. 

Many cavers’ cars kept driving up and down the 
main road and stopping to read a PYO and 

campsite sign which was almost buried by the 

hedge. To prove how difficult the place was to find, 

when Max drove in he had to ask if this was the 

correct place and were we the Wessex. Of course 

this was once you’d driven over grass almost a foot 

high, but at least it was comfortable to sleep on. 

We had found the camp site during a recce trip in 

the summer when we discovered that the farm had 

great views of the sea and was only a few steps 

away from a sandy beach. The recce trip had been 

to locate all the main caves on the Gower but this 
soon disappeared when we found that you could 

PYO strawberries at Nicholaston farm. So Mark, 

myself, Max and Sue Bonar spent a very relaxing 

day eating strawberries on the beach and drinking 

at a very delightful outdoor pub at Worm’s Head. It 

seemed the Gower had many attractions as our 

members discovered on this weekend. 

I have to say some caving was done by Cookie, 

Bean, Biff, Max, Mad Russell and Andy Morse to 

the only two decent caves on the Gower - Tooth 

Cave and Llethrid. Llethrid is the most interesting 

cave on the Gower and some say it is a very 

‘sporty’ cave due to its tight squeezes and 

interesting entrance. The key given to us by the 

SWCC didn’t fit but the ‘tigers’ found a way through 

a tree root ruckle - interesting!! but failed to find the 

legendary chamber. Perhaps the SWCC were right 

about "don’t forget to take an entrenching tool with 

you to dig the silt out with". 

Tooth Cave is the Gower’s longest cave comprising 

of a series of low crawls and a large Main Stream 

Passage. Max, Bean and Biff met a chap just 

before going into the cave and he said it was a 

twenty minute trip - for ten minutes get bored and 
ten minutes out. He was right!!! 

However for the rest of us ‘non-cavers’ it still turned 

out to be an active weekend. The girls of myself, 

Louise and Ginny, armed with the “Gower Walks 
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Guidebook” set off on an exhilarating walk across 

Rhossilli Downs. We ended up at a very nice tea 

shop overlooking the beach and rewarded 

ourselves with a cream tea. 

Back at the Mumbles, Rosie, Vern, Mak and Mark 

(who was suffering from a mega hangover as a 

result of drinking bottles of Australian chardonnay 

well into the wee small hours the previous night) 
were doing a spot of diving. I’m not sure how much 

could be seen through the murky waters but I am 

told that Rosie saw a star fish, a few crabs and a 

beached whale; or was that Mark in Mak’s wet suit 

which he had when he was a skinny teenager! 

After a night at the local hotel which stayed open 

until 1am as it somehow had the impression we 

were residents, we were up early on Sunday 

morning ready for another day of activity. 

(I’d just like to add that while many of the Wessex 

were enjoying the hospitality of the hotel until the 

early hours, Vern, Tuska, Andy Morse and Rosie 

were playing hunt the diving knife outside one of the 

dodgiest-looking nightclubs ever seen. It has to be 

said though that the elusive knife was found - just 

as well they were only diving in 5m of water and the 
tidal variance was 5m!) 

It seemed that the ‘Almighty Breakfast’ down at the 

Mumbles seemed to be the first item on people’s 

agenda. No one seemed to be in a rush to go 

caving - funny that! 

In fact the cavers of the day before decided to do a 

spot of rock climbing instead while others had a 

more leisurely day wandering around the gift shops. 

Once again the girls had a fairly hectic day deciding 

that a horse ride across the downs and Rhossilli 

beach sounded quite appealing. Everything was 

going great until a few riders came unstuck from 
their horses along the beach which resulted in a few 

bruises and three wild horses galloping along the 

beach into the distance. Eventually we all made it 

back to the stables in one piece. 

After another leisurely lunch at the tea shop at 

Worm’s Head and a walk along the beach it was 

time to depart back home. I think everyone who 

went along thoroughly enjoyed the weekend and 

hopefully we will return next year for another fun- 

filled weekend on the Gower. 
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Blast From The Past! 
(taken from Wessex Journal No 156 Vol 13 1974 Page 120) 

T H E  D R A G O N  R E M E M B E R S  

 

O n e  o f  t h e  earliest memories is that of Grandad,who lived in Wookey 

Hole Cave. At thetime that I first knew him his flues were failing and he could 

only emit clouds of pure carbon. He would disappear into his lair and bring out 

a few candles for me — a dependable nourishment for children for they gave no 

treacherous ulcers. 

 

I spent my childhood flashing here and there between Golgotha Hole and Windsor 

Hill Cave, but the years that I remember with affection were those that I spent 

bat hunting, like a cat chasing butterflies. This was good fun until some idiot 

laced my meths with JP4 which brought the fizz down my nose — and the Belfry was 

no more. 

I had some humourous experiences with my diet as a kid. The Kenney brothers 

fed me a genuine Home Guard magnesium flare in Swildons Old Grotto which I 

couldn't digest properly, and I had to move very slow as the Upper Levels became 

full of smoke. You had your jelly-babies and I had my magnesium ribbon. I could 

eat that stuff for a pastime. All kids suffer from heat bumps and when I started 

on carbide I had no bumps but the smell — ugh. 

 

I remember one fellow who made me sit up and beg for anything up to three 

hours for his home-made flashpowder — and in the end I rebelled and blew the lot 

in Eastwater. 

Do you remember the time in Wickendens when I tried eating Brocks? They didn't 

half make me burp — explosively. Ah well — dragons like talking about their ignition 

systems, and if you want to know where I live these days just listen carefully, 

and every now and then you will hear a flatubang. 

 

I came along to the dinner in the Bishops Barn, and I expect that most of 

you heard the full-throated roar of my fore-burner. When the dinner was over I 

powered down and wandered around listening to the chit chat. I heard many people 

being very complimentary about the dinner arrangements, and one person said -- 

"Look, there's even some veg under my meat". The Dors system was as efficient as 

ever but I kept a wary eye on the beer pumps. Do you remember when some idiot (were 

his initials EH?) poured water over the bannister in 1938. It put my flues out and 

it was seven years before I could achieve ignition again. 

 

A very good dinner but it had some disappointments. Why not save all missiles 

for the guest speaker after the dinner? Some of the ladies don't enjoy the 

bombardment during the meal. Some members said that they were finished with the 

Wessex dinner — it just could not be enjoyed any more. Perhaps this is why there 

were many noticeable absentees among the older members. Why are there no activities 

after the dinner? Surely that is the best time to let off steam. Where's the squeeze 

machine these days? During the fifties there were many changes to the routine and 

there was always something going on. Dinners will continue as at present until some 

group put on their thinking caps and work something out. The younger members 

obviously had a good time — but the dinner should cater for all groups. 

 

A final point — there is a shuttlecock up on the roof beams but why is my 

badge not up there as well? 
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Jurassic Dark 
Bob Lewis 

If you take the minor roads running SE from 

Vesoul, or from Villersexel, you start climbing into 

the Jura and are likely to come to a village called 

Bournois. The road S from there has a sign pointing 

R, "Grotte de la Baume", down a country lane; at 

the end of the lane is the nice entrance down in the 

wood to the L, but the way chokes after 300' though 

someone has dug or blasted up over the stal. flow 

at the end. 

Across the meadow in the opposite direction is a 

fine spelaeodendron which may be surrounded by 

motor-cars at week-ends. This marks the entrance 

of "Grotte de Malatierre" which is an open pot, 

elliptical in plan-views. Despite rumours of "60 

kilometres of cave" the total may be nearer 6km. 

I'm not sure. Either way, this is certainly an 

international site visited by French, German and 

some British, many with their children! Exactly how 

long or hard it may be could depend on where you 

think the end is. I found it quite tiring in fact - it does 
seems to have been extended recently. I know I 

didn't see all of it. The only UK group that I know 

went there were SVCC, flooded out of 

Chauveroche one spring (I told them not to bother - 

there were boats in the streets, never mind the 

cave!). They say they went to the end and perhaps 

they did, as it then was. 

Unusually, the tree-belays at the entrance are 

hornbeam, of which there are several. A ladder of 

25' to 30' is needed, although I did see a knotted 

rope suspended from the long-end of the pot, so 

the more energetic can do it by that method. A 

choice of two ways below. 

The smaller opening (Galerie Nord) is walking with 

dry stal, some quite good. It passes beneath 

nearby alternative pothole and seems to end at a 

big stal choke in 500'. It actually ends in a high 

chamber reached by one of two holes which 

penetrate the choke. 

The obvious way from the foot of the pitch drops 

into a very large rift some 400' long. It is obstructed 

in the middle by a series of stalagmite formations 

which force climbing and traverses, well-trodden 

and with fixed aids including a handrail at one early 

point, but still impressive and fun. A final blockage 

terminates the rift but on the L just before this is a 

Mendip-type hole and slither down stal to a steeply 

descending passage whose floor consists entirely 

of muddy stalagmites. At foot, go down R (ahead 

closes) until creep leads to short easy ascent into 

Grande Salle. This fine chamber contains two large 

stalagmite pillars beloved of photographers. They 

rival the Poll-an-lonain stalactite. 

Cross Grande Salle and find way down under 

opposite wall (the main axis of Grande Salle goes 

nowhere). A series of short crawls with no obvious 

junctions lead to a slope down with a way 
descending to R. This is the main junction in 

Malatierre and the usual trip involves ignoring 

descent R and heading straight across the junction 

into a low decorated crawl which rapidly heightens 

to a walk. After a short distance is a stal blockage 

approached on the R with ascent L into a slippery 

crawl above the formations (sling for aid). 

Thereafter the going is easier and the whole thing 

turns S for around half-a-mile, still with occasional 

climbs. The most awkward of them is avoidable on 

the R and I guess the idea of the rope-ascent was 

either to skirt some deep mud or to people off gours 
which must have been beautiful when first seen. 

The whole area is now caked with mud and the 

ropes merely add difficulty. A short way beyond is 

easy traverse on R wall (rope on place for some 

reason) followed by a stroll to the end at a high stal 

choke; as described by Minvielle and others. 

Unfortunately for the unfit, an obvious dig, probably 

blasted, climbs through the choke, a 

hands-and-knees creep which pops out into a 

descending gallery. Go down to another "end" 

which has a pitch (not examined by me) on the R 

and a few nice clean formations. 

To the L here is a passage going off, via three short 

crawls of which the first is a "U-tube" and the third 

flat-out. Get ready! You've heard of the "Hell of 

Falaise", well, this is the Hell of the U-tubes! There 

are signs of a gate having once been fixed to the 

first. 

After these first three low bits, linking chambers 

with taped-off stalagmites, well-decorated 

passages continue (though as usual we have the 

insanity of protective tapes which end and start in 

the middle of the passage, such that which side you 

ought to go is unclear and where you go a compete 

accident - if this is taping, they might as well not 

have started). These formations lead round R to 

what seemed to me to be a reassertion of the main 

N-S trend, a large corridor beginning with a 7' drop 

that looks harder than it is. After a short distance 

this passage chokes muddily at a pile of buckets 
and the open way is another U-dig under one wall. 
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This is succeeded by a chamber and another U-dig 

which is a tighter wriggle on the far side, up into a 

big black space (chamber). Yet another dig and 

chamber bring one to a bedding-gap which has a 

rudimentary padlocked gate at the largest point. 

This curious item is easily bypassed to the L and I 

have given it deep thought. It may be that the "gate" 

pre-dates the "by-pass", but a ludicrous possibility 

arises in terms of huge rival diggers. The 
bedding-gap enters another big chamber where the 

way on is another dig which descends steadily. I 

stopped here, a digging-box being present, but 

there is a slight draught, outwards. I presume that 

contrary to the British method of gating whole 

systems for the purposes of aggrandisement of 

controlling bodies, the continentals just gate their 

digs. I am, however, open to criticism: "Bonjour... 

vous avez perdu las casque?"; I searched for the 

necessary words: "je ne mets pas les casques... et 

aussi, je mange le ". 

Trips here could be made in any weather conditions 
and a dry-suit is probably the best gear (even that 

may be too much). 

If you go S from Bournois you cross the Doubs 

twice, once where it flows W towards Besancon 

and then in its higher reaches where it flows NE 

forming the Swiss boundary. Some of the river- 

water takes a short-cut as demonstrated in the 

famous absinthe-trace which Martel investigated 

(1901) following a fire at Pontarlier's Pernod works. 

It's a lovely river and a reasonable off-day may be 

spent at The Ladders of Death, dating from 1898 

according to the casting. As the authorities have 
closed the road except at weekends, a total of 5 

miles' walking will be involved until they've finished 

the power-station they say they're digging for. The 

cheapest campsite is at Le Russey, a town at 

nearly 3.000', which may be why it is half the price 

of warmer places, but it has all the facilities for £2 a 

night. At Malatierre wild-camping by the entrance 

seems fine but there's no water. 

In late summer or autumn it is possible to explore 

other caves from Le Russey. Driving W for 10 

miles, towards Besancon, one finds a turning off 

the D.461 leading to Loray. Follow the main street 
(D.19) down the hill to reach a triangular green at 

the lowest point. Take metalled road off R here, fork 

R after 200 yards, then - after about a mile in the 

woods - go L at next fork. The road ends at the 

bottom of the hill where two tracks meet and it is 

best to change here, preferably into a wet-suit. The 

authors of the extraordinary Jura: Franche-Comte 

"guide-book" in the WCC library, apart from other 

shortcomings, have assumed that "speleo-sportif" 

implies the kind of strenuous grovelling we don’t 

need to seek abroad. My rest-day at Grotte de la 

Reverotte, in dry gear, proved inadequate. 

Take the LH track for half-a-mile to a farmyard, 
cross it and keep going, upstream. The water 

emerges from the cave entrance, a canal 30" high 

with 20" of water. After 20' stand-up in cross-joint, 

turning R. The standing ends in 20'. Follow low wet 

bedding 250' to reach a substantial opening up a 

12' knotted-rope-climb. Large chamber above is 

followed to a slide between large blocks and more 

water, but only briefly. Progress is made mainly 

above the stream via several awkward thrutches 

which have various bits of rope on them. After a few 

hundred feet of this, a wide chamber with some 

good clean stal is met - probably worth the struggle. 
From there, various ways go on, the main route 

ending at a choked rift. The entrance of this system 

could easily sump. 

A much finer cave is Grotte de la Roche near St 

Hippolyte. This is not accessible for most of the 

year, presumably because the stream backs-up 

from the exit-sump, and owing to a wet night 

followed by a doubtful forecast that turned-out to be 

wrong, I didn't reach the upstream end. This is a 

shame since it is an excellent place in dry autumns. 

A wet-suit is best. 

From the bridge over the Doubs in St Hippolyte go 

N and take the first R, for just a few hundred yards 

to the T-junction signposted "Camping" (£3.50 

here). Park at the T-junction and carry all the gear; 

change at the entrance. 20yards from the T- 

junction parking-place a small footpath goes up into 

the woods. Follow the signposted footpath, 

indistinct in places, for 2 miles towards Soulce- 

Cernay; eventually a sign indicates "Grotte" and 

ascent of some 300' leads past cascade, ruin and 

resurgence to huge entrance reminiscent of that of 

Peak Cavern. This, too, is an archaeological site, 

but there seems no reason by determined visitors 

prepared to carry a bivouac shouldn't sleep at the 

entrance (one way of ensuring suitable water- 

levels - flow-through seems rapid to me. I wouldn't 

trust it to drink though - the stream didn't smell good 

and I'd be surprised to learn that it is unpolluted). 

A 5-minute walk-in leads to the stream. Go 

upstream, low and silty underfoot at first but 

improving to a fine sporting stream-cave with easy 

ducks and much clean stal. After a third of a mile is 

sump at stal blockage. Chimney up on R, through 

hole and round corner to rift up, regaining stream 

via stalagmite foothold. Upstream is similar, with 

stal obstructions and small cascades. If I ever go 

back I shall bivouac at the entrance, no question. 

Tent not needed! 
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The Dinner Weekend 97 
Badvoc 

It has been said that for a story to be interesting it 
should contain drama, suspense, humour, mystery 
and sex. It is to that end that I hope you will find this 
tale entertaining. 
 
After breaking with tradition and arriving before last 
orders at the Hunters I had thought that I was 
guaranteed a pleasant evening relaxing in the 
company of good friends and fine ale; yes I had 
brought down my own supply. On reaching the Hut 
I found that my plans were about to change - 
someone was stuck in Dallimores cave and short 
thin cavers were in demand as were sober drivers. 
Well I may not be short or thin but I was sober and it 
looked like I would be staying that way. 
 
Brian Pitman tackled the north face of the wood 
stack and from it’s unstable summit took charge of 
the radio and communication with the rest of the 
rescue team. Now Brian conformed to none of the 
above criteria but, perched atop of the wood stack, 
he did confirm that whilst the BEC may be the bar 
room mountaineers when it comes to wood stacks 
the Wessex are on top! 
 
The atmosphere in the common room had an air of 
tension about it, especially for Jo the next thinnest 
person left above ground. Vern and Jim were 
already down the hole, there’s just no stopping 
some people! A Doctor was called for by the team 
at the entrance; could this mean things had taken a 
turn for the worse, or was it just a precaution as the 
casualty had by then been stuck for over two 
hours? As it turned out it was just a precaution. A 
good thing as the only Doc available had a bad 
back! 
 
Time passed, Brian deciphered more radio 
messages, the caver changed sex from female to 
male (is a female caver likely to get a faster 
response when it comes to being rescued we 
wonder?) and by 1:30am the word was that the 
casualty was on the move. 2:00am and the 
message we had all been waiting for: everybody 
was out of the cave we could stand down. So 
ended the drama of Friday night. 
 
Saturday morning found a gaggle of Wessex 
members outside the Hunters before opening time 
for the AGM - a report of which appears elsewhere 
in this journal. 
 
Saturday evening and the Wessex Dinner, alias 
‘The Bob Scammell Awards Ceremony’. To 
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misquote a famous statesman ‘Never in the field of 
caving have so many awards been won by one 
man.’ Not that Bob was the only person to win 
awards; he just won the majority of them. Other 
contenders were: 
Christine Lumb as Driver of the Year for writing off 
no less than three cars in one year! 
Phil Hendy as Snake Charmer of the Year. Phil, a 
little tip ‘When picking up an Adder get hold of it 
right behind the head; that way they can’t bite you.’ 
Andy ‘leg breaker’ Ladell for the Best Excuse for 
Not Going Caving ‘The next doors neighbour’s cat 
is seriously ill and needs taking to a vet.’ 
 
And then there was Bob. Bob Scammell Safety 
Officer. ‘I only stuck my finger in the blades for a 
second.’ The Bob generator, for which he was 
given a spare finger tip just in case Bob does 
actually lose one of his own 
 
Bob the Navigator. ‘Box mines no problem’ at least 
not with such a large ball of string. It’s not that Bob 
got lost it’s just that he was temporarily unsure of 
his exact location! 
 
Bob the Tiger for pushing passage beyond his girth. 
OK, so the rest of us took the easy route and 
followed the main passage, but Bob was 
determined to try the flat-out crawl having 
convinced himself that it was the way he came in. 
 
Possibly the best thing about the ‘Wessex Tiger’ 
award, was that Bob worked till the early hours of 
Saturday morning making the hard-hat with 
working lamp, totally unaware that he was to be the 
first recipient of this trophy. 
 
Finally Bob was awarded the title of Engineer of the 
year for the precision cutting of the winch cable for 
the St Lukes dig. Pity the digging team lowered the 
floor by five feet the following week. Well that’s 
Bob’s story. 
 
After dinner speeches were given by Dr John 
Frankland and Graham Balcombe, both of whom 
could probably have kept us enthralled for many 
hours with tales of their exploits. 
 
Then it was back to the hut to continue the party. 
The beer and conversation flowed, new friendships 
were started and various members of the Wessex 
seemed to find a need to disrobe themselves, one 
in the common room assisted by a lady and two 
others assisted by each other in what they 
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mistakenly thought was the privacy of No2 shower. 
Now you might be hidden from view in the shower but 
there’s room for up to thirty people to listen to your 
every sound just the other side of the door and if 
necessary to add cold water to help cool any rising 
passions. (I understand that the negatives of these 
events are available to any interested parties if the 
price is right). 
Sunday morning saw the survivors of the previous 
night and a few others assembled at the end of 
Eastwater Lane for Tuska’s Mystery Tour; the first 
mystery of which was “where’s the coach” Having 
overcome this technical hitch by forming a ten, sorry 

nine, car convoy, (Les took a short cut and arrived 
later than the rest of us) a most interesting and 
edifying tour around Warmley Historic Garden was 
enjoyed in glorious autumn sunshine. These 
gardens were the site of the first integrated brass 
works and although little remains of the industrial 
side of this venture, the house with its grottoes and 
the garden with the huge statue of Neptune and 
other notable features made for a very pleasant trip. 
 
It must be said that a weekend like this does not 
happen without a great deal of planning and thanks 
is due to everyone who made this event possible. 

Christine receiving a red flag in recognition for ‘Driver 

of the Year’. 

Bob with the ‘Tiger of the year’ award. 

The Tiger with the working caving lamp which Bob 

made, not knowing what it was for. 
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Jack Sheppard, our new vice 

president, talking to Graham 

Balcombe. 

Phil receiving his award for ‘Snake 

Charmer of the Year’. 

Club members at Warmley on 

the Sunday. 
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Bob holding all his prizes: 

- finger (up his nose) 

- extra large ball of string 

- his own hat 

- ‘Tiger of the Year’. 



Editorial 

Apologies for the lateness of this Journal but, as 

usual, the information coming in has been very 

sketchy. Thanks to all those people who have 

sent in articles and who I’ve been hounding to 

write something, but what about all you others? If 

someone doesn’t start writing soon I’ll have to 
start including cooking recipes or travel tips - you 

have been warned!!!! 

If you feel like writing anything caving-related, 

please do. Preferably text should be sent on a 

disc in M/S Word and hard copy included as well. 

However, if this is not possible, text from most 

other programs can be converted and at the end 

of the day, even written text is better than nothing! 

Photos and diagrams should be included 

wherever possible and all will be returned in due 

course. 

Apologies to all those people who were booked 
on the coach for Tuska’s Mystery Tour. As you 

well know, the coach didn’t turn up. Apparently 

this was due to the coach company booking the 

coach for a different date. If you would like your  

money back (£1.50) please contact the WCC Hon 

Treasurer Mark Helmore. However, if you’re not too 

bothered, all monies not returned will be thankfully 

received as a donation to the Club – your club! 

You’ll see that below is a list of prices for membership 

subscriptions, locker fees, etc. Remember that if you 

pay before the end of the year, the early renewal rate of 

£19 per member applies, as opposed to £25! The subs 

remain the same as last year; the only thing to have 

increased (by £1) is the locker fees. 

 

 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

The new subscriptions set at the AGM are as follows, but remember 
‘early renewal rates’ are only applicable if you pay before 31st December this year. 

 

Earlv Renewal Rate After Jan 1st 

Single member  £19.00 £25.00 
Joint members (1 vote)  £23.75 £31.25 

Joint members (2 votes)  £33.25 £43.75 

Senior Citizen rate  £6.65 £8.75 

Food boxes  £2.50 £2.50 

Lockers  £6.00 £6.00 

To renew your membership, please send a cheque with your name, address and tel. no. (and details of 
the rates paid) to the Membership Secretary - address at front of Journal. 
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Minutes of the 1997 WCC AGM 
Held at the Hunters Lodge Inn 18th October 1997 

5.1 President’s Address 

Richard Kenney welcomed everyone to the 

meeting, especially the older members of the 

club. 

5.2 Election of Chairman 

Richard Kenney proposed Dave Morrison to chair 
the meeting; this was agreed. 

5.3 Chairman’s Opening Remarks 

Dave made no opening remarks. Dave asked for 

objections to taping the meeting; no one objected. 

Dave asked for a vote on smoking during the 

meeting, it was agreed it shall be a non smoking 

meeting. 

5.4 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from J Cordingley, N 

Williams, K Dawe, P Dolphin, Sir M Simmons, M 

Helmore, N Graham, M Batten, D Frew, M Midlen, 

J Thomas, T Dingle and R & P Halliwell. 

5.5 Minutes of the 1996 AGM 

5 5 stated last year that the minutes should be 

expanded, R Kenney asked again if they could be 

amplified. 

Black Wol stated why do we have minutes? and 

he doesn’t care less. 

B Hansford proposed that the minutes were an 

accurate account of the meeting, which was 

agreed. 

5.6 Matters Arising from the Minutes 

B Prewer, on behalf of the MRO, thanked us for 

the membership list and asked if it could please 

be kept up-to-date. He also asked if the MRO 

coordinator could keep his local list up-to-date. V 
Freeman stated that he and D Cooke shall be 

producing a new list in August 1998. 

P Hann asked about the Luke Devenish Memorial 

Lecture. D Morrison replied that this was still 

under consideration. He asked if any one present 
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would like to organise this, no one responded to 

this. P Hann stated that we should organise it as a 

priority, the meeting was in agreement. 

A Newport asked about access to the power 

washer as a lock has now been put on the store. L 

Williams stated the power washer is to be boxed 

in, so access shall be from the outside of the store. 

But until then the lock shall either be left off or the 

key put in the members key press. Aubrey then 

suggested a front door lock could be fitted to the 

store. 

5.7 Treasurer’s Report and Accounts for 

1996/97 

These were published in the handbook. 

5.8 Auditor’s Report 

This was published in the handbook. 

5.9 Discussion of Financial Reports 

A Newport asked why the permit fees are down as 

they seemed to be the lowest in 12 years? P 

Haigh stated that we had stocked up on permits 

and which aren’t. It is also not always easy to 

distinguish between which are permit funds, he 
also stated there is no policy change on this 

matter. B Prewer stated a decline in caving, 

particularly in the Charterhouse region due to car 

break-ins etc. L Williams stated we are now 

paying more to the CCC for permits. 

R Kenney asked if the coach was part of the 

dinner price and how much did the coach cost. D 

Morrison said it was included and the coach cost 

£110ish. 

M Hewins said he would like to point out that the 

Survey fund money had been spent on survey kit. 

P Hann stated that he objects to paying for the 
coach when he is not using it and subsidising 

other members. D Morrison said he believes in 

supplying a whole service as the dinner weekend 

centres on the hut. S Richardson offered Pete a 

£1, Pete said that’s not the point. A Newport said 

he thinks people using it should pay £2. Black Wol 
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asked why are people bickering over the price of 

half a pint of beer. Dave stated that while he is 

involved in the dinner arrangements this is how it 

shall be, unless any one else would like to organise 

it; no takers were found. 

P Haigh pointed out a surplus of £1500. He 

explained about income and expenditure of the club 

and that the club is holding its own quite nicely but it 

is not gaining. P Hann asked for a breakdown of hut 

expenditure, this was given by several different 

people as kitchen floor, store base, showers, 

lighting, kerb stones, repairs etc. A breakdown of 

about £2000 on capital and £1000 on repairs 

M Dewdney-York proposed and B Hansford 

seconded that the accounts should be accepted by 

the meeting, which was agreed. 

The transfer of £433 to the hut sinking fund was 

agreed. 

5.10 Trustees’ Report 

This was printed in the handbook 

P Hann asked if the fire extinguishers were tested 

and by whom. Dave stated they were tested 

regularly by ‘proper’ people and they have all been 

stamped as proof of testing. 

Black Wol asked about why the trustees did not 

have keys to access all areas. R Kenney said they 

did not know in advance when they shall do the 

inspection. Dave said he will sort out a permanent 

set of keys for the trustees. 

5.11 Officers Reports for 1996\97 

5.11.1 Chairman’s Report 

P Hann asked “is the Chairman’s report a report?" 

5.11.2 Secretary’s Report 

P Hendy suggested that this was a good time to talk 

about hut fees and suggested they be raised by 50p 

per person per night. V Freeman stated that if day 

fees were paid there would be no need to raise 

night fees; but agreed that guest fees could go up 
as they have not moved in some years. L Williams 

stated day fees don’t work. V Freeman agreed with 

this and stated that that was the problem. Black Wol 

stated that all members should contribute towards 

the hut. R Kenney stated that a small increase for 

all members was acceptable. D Morrison stated 

that the enforcement of day fees was a better 

option. A Newport agreed that all members should 

contribute. P Hendy suggested day fees should be 

advertised more, in the journal as well as in the hut. 

P Hendy suggested more places to put day fees. M 

Hewins suggested a box in the kitchen for cooking 

fees, and a barrel fee. Dave said the next 

committee shall raise awareness of day fees and 

look at hut fees and hut finances. 

5.11.3 Membership Secretary’s Report 

P Hann raised the fact of 13 honorary members as 

last year he thought it was agreed there were only 

12. D Cooke stated that he thought the President 

was constitutionally an honorary post. R Kenney 

stated he would prefer to pay his way. A Newport 

asked where in the rules did it state the President 

was a honorary member. It was agreed that R 

Kenney was not a honorary member. We do have 

12 honorary members not 13. D Cooke stated that 

he will change the lists. 

5.11.5 Caving Secretary’s Report 

L Williams said that if anyone wanted a specific club 

trip organising, they could contact him. Also if any 

one was organising any club event please contact 

him first so they don’t clash with other previously 

arranged events. 

D Morrison stated that more club training was 

needed. L Williams said he and the committee can 

sought this out next year. P Hann suggested more 

workshops eg photography, digging etc. It was 

agreed to put a note in the journal asking what 

people wanted. 

5.11.6 Hut Administration Officer’s Report 

G Prole stated he had not been over for a while and 

it looks nice now! 

P Hann asked for a vote of thanks to Max for a fine 

job. 

5.11.7 Editor’s Report 

P Hendy said he thought Rosie had done a good 

job and was pleased she was carrying on. 

It was stated that the good price of the journal shall 

carry on for the next year. 
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5.11.8 Librarian’s Report 

M Dewdney-York asked if people could please put 

things back when they have used them. 

D Morrison said he must stop dropping in. 

5.11.9 Tackle Officer’s Report 

A Morse added to his report “use it” 

P Hann asked where the talurette machine and 

the cordless drill were as they are not on the tackle 

list. Andy apologised and said they shall be on the 

list next year. 

A Newport suggested a list of tackle in the 

accounts. P Haigh advised against this for 

depreciation reasons but said he would look into 

this for next year. R Fielder asked if the cost of 

new tackle could be included in the inventory. 
Andy said he will see what can be done for next 

year. 

A Buchanan asked how much more tackle have 

we got in private stores and in caves? Also if we 

should worry about other tackle in these stores as 

more than likely very old. A Morse stated unless 

people tell him that they have got tackle there is no 

way of finding out how much more we have. 

R Fielder asked how members were to identify 

donated SRT rope. A Morse stated that when SRT 

rope is available to members, a log shall be kept 

for every piece of rope available. This shall include 

if the rope was donated or purchased new, so it 

will be up to the member if they use that piece of 

rope or not. It was also stated that SRT rope will 

not be available to members until a rope washer 

has been built, so that all returned ropes can be 

washed before going back into store. 

D Morrison stated that before the SRT store is 

operational, the rules and other information shall 

re advertised in the journal. 

5.11.10 Hut Warden’s Report 

A vote of thanks was given to I Timney and all the 

helpers for a wonderful dorm. 

5.11.11 Sales Officer’s Report 

P Hann stated that he hopes the sale of the new 

mugs is more successful than the 50th 
anniversary mugs and said the new mugs are 

excellent. 
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A Newport asked why the stock was up on 

previous years. D Morrison asked for it to be 

minuted that P Hann did not bring this up and how 
did he miss it? £400 of this is on battery-making 

equipment; the rest is the remaining Portland 

publications. It was agreed to make the batteries 

more known about; including a mention in the 

journal. 

5.12 Election of Officers and Committee for 

1997/98 

The nominations were printed in the handbook 

and no positions were contested. 

L Williams proposed P Haigh as honorary auditor. 

This was seconded by M Dewdney York and was 

unopposed. 

D Morrison asked for a vote of thanks to last year’s 

committee and welcomed Jack Sheppard as Vice 

President. 

5.14 Motions for Consideration 

5.14.1 Expeditions 

D Morrison read out the proposal as printed in the 

handbook. A Buchanan asked how the expedition 

would get money abroad as there may only be one 

signatory on the trip. Black Wol stated that this is 

totally irrelevant because people will ignore this. P 
Hendy said this was to stop the misuse of the club 

name. Dave stated that the committee thought that 

some control needs to be put on trips using the 

club name, as the NCA are starting to make rules 

for expeditions and also this will help towards 

accountability. A Newport stated this was already 

defined in the rules. R fielder asked why the 

committee thought a rule was needed. M 

Dewdney-York stated that as far as he could see 

there should be no one who should object to this. 

A Sparrow asked if this rule was made mainly to 

cover the monies or the club name? P Haigh feels 
uncomfortable with auditing these accounts. A 

further discussion was held with comments from P 

Hann, P Hendy, G Prole, N Marachov and 

expletive from K Fielder. A Newport suggested 

new wording: 

Any expedition that uses the club name may only 

do so with approval of the committee. The 

committee may stipulate conditions including the 

requirement to supply accounts to the committee: 

Proposed A Newport 

Seconded L Williams 
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New Members A vote was taken to approve this amendment: 

For 30 

Against 4 

Abstentions 2 

A vote was taken to adopt the new Rule 23: 

For 31 

Against 6 

Abstentions 3 

5.15 Announcements and Notices 

D Morrison asked if no one would smoke before the 

loyal toast this evening. The coach will leave the 

end of Eastwater lane at 6.30 and 6.40 from the 

Hunters. 

Your tickets must be handed to the waitresses at 

the dinner so please take them with you and make 

sure you buy raffle tickets. 

P Hendy asked for any awards to go to him. 

The skittles are to be organised for the 3rd of 

January. There will be a 49’ers bash next year. If 

you are interested and 49 please contact Phil 

B Prewer stated there is an MRO quiz night on the 

15th of November. 

L Williams has organised a Cheddar Caves trip on 

the 17th January 

P Hann asked the committee to produce a new rule 

book this year. 

Meeting closed 12.30Hrs. 

41 Members signed the attendance sheet. 

In the past, it has been commented on that the 

AGM minutes have been too brief with not 

enough detail. For this reason, the minutes taken 

this year are, perhaps, too detailed, but at least 

the information is there. The minutes have been 

compiled from the Secretary’s minutes, backed 
up by minutes taken by someone else, and finally 

checked against a taped recording of the whole 

event - something which has often been 

mentioned but never got round to. 

It was decided to publish the minutes complete in 

the Journal as often, by the next AGM, many of 

the points have been forgotten. I hope that this is 

more satisfactory to Club members. 

From all of the Wessex, a warm welcome to the 

following new members. Please feel free to make 

yourself known to any of the club members and if 

there’s anything you’d like to see done in the way 
of trips, events, etc organised, contact any of the 

committee members - names in front of Journal. 

Elizabeth Brandon 

9 Windsor St, Bletchley, Milton Keynes, 

Bucks, MK2 2LN 
01908 366905 

Peter William Steele 

60 Bodycoats Rd, Chandlers Ford, Southampton, 

SO53 2HB 
01703 909941 

John Robert Biffin 
33 Courtleet, Binley Woods, Coventry, CV3 2JQ 

01203 545925 

Virginie Maillet 
35 Gulson Rd., Stoke Coventry, CV1 2JH 

01203 251207 

Danny Lee Betteridge 

27 Hillcrest Rd., Templecombe, Somerset, 

c/o D Edge 01963 370834 

Stephen Perkins 

27 Long Plough, Aston Clinton, Bucks, HP22 5HB 

01296 630922 

Christopher N Glennie 
Wingfield House, Banwell Rd, Hutton, 

Weston-Super-Mare, N Somerset. 

01934 822795 

Vincent James Simmonds 

6 West Bank, Wookey Hole, Wells, Somerset, 

BA5 1BT 

01749 678668 

John David Heath 
266 Meadowcroft, Aylesbury, Bucks., HP19 3HY 

01296 91296 

Robert Edward Timothy Marshall 

4 Magnolia Close, Frame, Somerset, BA11 2TT 

01373 472793 

Kenneth Marshall 
4 Magnolia Close, Frame, Somerset, BA11 2TT 

01373 472793 
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Welsh’s Green into the 90’s 
Vince Simmonds 

Welsh’s Green - NGR 5505 4768 

1990 

After the breakthroughs during the 80’s the 
continuation of work into the 90’s begins at a point 

beyond the 2nd aven (ABBYSSINIAN BEAVER 

CHEESE). Several trips were made to carry 

scaffold and clips, etc to shore up a large block in 

the roof. There were also the usual bang and clear 

jobs. Progress was slowed by projects in other 

caves; mainly Eastwater and off Mendip in Ogof 

Daren Cilau. 

1991 

This year saw the major discoveries in Wigmore 

Swallet so it was late Autumn before things were 

resumed in Welsh’s. Some radio location was 

carried out with the help of Tony Williams and Roz 

Roberts. This time of year it gets wet which made 
digging a rather pleasant experience especially 

when one large rock fell from the roof pinning 

Graham Johnson face down in the mud and water. 

It kept us out of the Hunters (for a little while at 

least). Again rather slow progress because of 

other projects. 

1992 

A more concerted effort, Graham even trying to 

tell people it was dry at the end - some people 

even fell for it... once! People were even stopped 

in the lane and cajoled into helping. Quite a few 

very wet digging trips, especially trying to use a 

drill and it always seemed cold. Dams were 

constructed to try and control the flow of water - 

there were times when they actually worked! 

 

Towards the end of October things began to look 

very promising indeed; we could see space ahead 

that looked passable. So 3 days of intense activity 

saw Graham Johnson, Vince Simmonds and 

Murray Knapp finally breakthrough into cave 

passage on 29.10.92. 

Extract from Vince’s log - 29.10.92 
BLITZKRIEG TRIUMPHS AGAIN 

After some hammering, chiselling and barring I 

finally managed to squeeze through into some new 
passage 15ft x 15ft x 3ft. Waited for Graham and 

Murray to join me and off into new passage. After 

the squeeze a bedding plane is entered to a “T” 

junction; the right hand leg closes down after 15ft, 

and to the left an open hands and knees crawl, up 

to 6ft wide and well-decorated, leads for about 40ft 

to another “T” junction. 

The left hand side leads for 40ft crawling, with stal 

and selenite crystals, to a blind chamber 10ft x 5ft x 

3ft with a dripping inlet and a calcite float on the 

edge of a pool. The right hand leg goes for 40ft to a 

left turn and then 15ft to boulder breakdown. Some 
shoring and a bit of work here will lead to another 

breakthrough next trip. This small passage has the 

largest selenite crystals I’ve seen and some good 

stal. 

30.10.92 
BACK FOR MORE DISCOVERIES 

Didn’t take long to get to the breakdown. This time 

we had some short scaffold poles for a bit of 

shoring up. Graham soon removed what appeared 

to be a chockstone and then managed to squeeze 
through into more spacious passage. The way on 

continued for about 60ft until it reached another 

area of breakdown. Rich Blake managed to get in a 

further 15ft to a dig. New section hasn’t any stal but 

it does have some very large selenite crystals. 

A survey of the cave was then started by Trevor 

Hughes, Rich Blake, Vince Simmonds, Graham 

Johnson and Estelle Sandford (Ivan Sandford - 

Maypole Leg 16.12.92). 

We had guessed the length of the new extensions 

to be about 230ft - the actual length was 76metres 

so we were quite close. Some work was already 
being done at the other end. Another dam was 

constructed just before the final breakdown to make 

digging more comfortable. 
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1993 

Work continued with drilling, clearing, rocks/stones 

falling on your head, wet, awkward squeezes and 

light failures. Some entertaining trips when the dam 

overflowed and the rising at an alarming rate. 

Eventually managed to pass another squeeze into 

open passage which closed down almost 

immediately, just enough room for 2 people to turn 

around. The large amounts of selenite still present 

in the clay walls. 

1994 

Some samples of clay were taken for Roger 

Stenner to do some tests. All samples from marked 

positions throughout the length of the cave. 

Once again digging trips were few and far between 

because of other projects Whitepit and Ogof 

Draenen for example. Work continued at the end 

with a mixture of chemical persuasion, plugs and 

feathers and a lot of hard work. The dams were 

very effective silt traps making an even muddier 

cave. 

1995 

Just a couple of digging trips following the same 

objective. 

1996 

Some major discoveries in Ogof Draenen meant all 

attention was concentrated in South Wales. Just a 

few tourist trips. 

1997 (up to June) 

Renewed enthusiasm saw us making a better 

effort and after several banging and clearing trips 

quicker progress and 15ft in sound rock - no more 

mud walls. However at the present time the way 

on has closed down again. It's still worth pursuing 

and when the diggers (work commitments) get 

back together again another effort will be made. 

Regular diggers were: 

Graham Johnson, Vince Simmonds, Rich Blake. 
Tony Jarratt, Roz Bateman, Estelle Sandford. 

Trevor Hughes, Nick Williams, Andy Smith, et at. 

Preliminary Examination of Mud Samples from 

Welsh’s Green Swallet 

18.5.94 

Physical appearance; stirred with distilled water, 

pH assessed using Johnson’s indicator paper. 

 

CODE pH COMMENT 

A 8.0 Pale grey. Largely homogeneous 
Very plastic. Brown suspension 
when stirred with water 

B 8.0 Grey. Not homogeneous, harder 
than A, crumbly texture. Grey 
suspension with water 

C 7.0 Brown. Not homogeneous, more 
crumbly than B, gritty. Brown 
suspension with water 

D 7.0 Brown. Not homogeneous 
Crumbly, gritty. Brown suspension 
with water 

E 8.0 Grey. Smooth, plastic, hard 
Homogeneous. Grey suspension 
with water 
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COMMENT 

The pH measurements showed that the corrosive 

nature of the sediments was not the result of acidity 

alkalinity of the sediments. 

Metal contents of sediments; 

0.5g samples were sieved, dried, boiled with 10m 

concentrated nitric acid, filtered and diluted to 

50ml. The solutions were examined by atomic 

absorption spectrophotometry for the presence of 

copper, lead and zinc. The instrument was 

calibrated using the high range of standards used 

in the St. Cuthbert’s stream sediment survey. 

Concentrations were low in every case. In  

particular, lead concentration were 

indistinguishable from indicator blanks. 

The cause of the corrosive nature of the sediments 

remains a mystery. 
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Logbook Extracts 

26.7.97 - Nick Pot 

Dom, Debs 

 ......... rotting sheep in crawl ...big pitch in flood. 

16.8.97 - Longwood 

James, Oz, Rich, Mel 

 ......... this time we didn’t take the FAT BLOKE - 

which means we actually got beyond 50’ of the 

entrance! 

This is a bloody good cave!! 

PS The FAT BLOKE reckons to do Longwood in 

October on his 60th birthday - BEWARE!!! 

24.8.97 

Arrived Upper Pitts - wot, no Yorkee?! Must have 

the wrong club! 

27.7.97 - Priddy Green Stink 

Simon, Steve, Carl 

“It’s not big and it’s not funny” especially if your 

name is Carl and you get stuck long enough to 

have change of address cards sent out. 

14 8.97 - Ogof Boring 

Mark, Dom, Debs 

The entrance series was xxxxxxx wet and the rest 

of the cave was as boring as normal ... I’d like to 

think that this was my last trip in the bloody place! 

(Mark) 

August 97 - Vercours 
Dom and Debs 

GIaciere d’Autrans 

Des Marshall’s directions range from inadequate to 

wildly inaccurate. One lower entrance led over an 

ice bridge to walls of see-through ice and 

formations beyond imaging. The main entrance 

was a slippery path to a pitch head where the ice 

flows over - not called “Toboggan” for nothing! 

Scialet de Trisou 

 ......... we entered the cave. Wish we hadn’t! 

nowhere in Des Marshalls’ description did it state 

the words “grotty”, “muddy” & “shit hole”. Funnily 

enough, neither did it mention the extra 10m on the 

end of one of the pitches. 

10.9.97 

Mlet Dave Gordon tonight, first time since 1975. He 

was one of the Wessex “Tigers” when Les, etc were 

playing with building blocks in a sandpit... 

10.9.87 - St Lukes 

Aubrey Mark, Bob S, Max and Paula 

The weather is fine so the “old men of Mendip” 

return (not the oldest - that’s Brian Prewer’s lot). 
Digging - many buckets out courtesy of the power 

winch, one large bucket of concrete in, and a small 

collapse of one wall “nothing to worry about” said 

Max - one nights digging will clear it” ... 

11.9.87 - Browns Folly Mine 

10pm While checking the entrances ... I met a 

group of “BAT EXPERTS” walking back from the 

mine ... contraption ... made from aluminium approx 

3” diameter and the whole construction was approx 

1m square ... I was told it was for catching bats in 

mid-flight!! was assured it did not harm them 

4.9.97 - Dolphin Pot, Eastwater 

Simon, Steve and Tricky 

31/2 hrs. I’m sure Les can do it much faster but we 

stayed dry, didn’t use our hands or feet, used only 

the light that shines out of my arse (that’s right, I did 

the trip backwards) and Mark tells me Les hasn’t 

free-climbed the 35ft pitch yet! Tart!! UBIQUE 

PRIMUS 

15.9.97 - Waterwheel 

Tom, Chris and Kieran (Hampshire) 

... it would have been more enjoyable if we found 

the bung, which we did, but on the way out. 

19.9.97 - Lime Kiln 

Aubrey’s usual 2 minute visit to assist the 

undermining of Eastwater Lane - who was there - 

Glyn Bolt!! ... The Fielders and Pete Hann are 

responsible for any subsidence in Eastwater Lane, 

Aubrey just supplies the chemicals. 

Sept 

Upper Pitts - heavy reconstruction work in 

bunkroom. Ian Timney worked like a slave and 

plastered the kitchen-end aided and abetted by a 

small team. Simon rebuilt bunks. Morris and Mike 

painted the kitchen-end - first Coat. 

28.9.97 - Swildons 

Maurice, Prew and Simon 

Trundle down a very dry Swildons for a quick flash 

below the 20. Simon free-climbed out to reveal a 

nice rip in his oversuit. 

1.10.97 - St Lukes 

Mark, Aubrey Bob S, Martin and NO Paula 

... If Paula is indisposed on digging nights - with a 

friend - we really need a new lady for Wednesday 

nights - any offers? Rates are nil, but the work is 

good. Just have to sit around and chat, sometimes 

above ground but also below - don’t even need to 

get your hands dirty. 
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Brown’s Folly Mine - the new entrance grill has 

claimed its first bat! Bat was found on Sunday 28th 

Sept... 

15.10.97 

Came back to the hut at 10.45 and well!! work 

everywhere - Les making most of the noise but a 

gaggle of people doing the work - dead impressive. 

October -Wessex Dinner - Bloody Great!! 
I am sure the “Awards” directed towards Bob (TB) 

Scammell were in fact awards towards the 

excellent work done by the St Lukes diggers. No 

not really a “let’s get Scammell” - na, he’s too good 

a chap for that. Glava speaking a little. Anyway, a 

bloody good night for all. Vineyards at Coxley were 

very welcoming and I think not at all disappointed at 

our enthusiasm to have a good time. 

PITMAN DOES NOT RECOMMEND 

MICROWAVED BUTCOMBE! (Softy) 

18.10.97 - Swildons 

Tall Graham and Lizzie 

Because it’s there! and I was here. 

19.10.97 

Lizzie and Butch (Dave Meredith) 

Quick kiss on bus. 8min 54sec without surfacing for 

air! 

18/19 Oct 97 
Wessex Post Dinner Piss Up Shower No2. Those 

involved didn’t appreciate the ladder at the end - a 

25ft ladder? I thought the hole in shower No2 went 

at 35ft!!! But what do I know, I haven’t been there - 

Butch, you tell me. 

22.10.97 - St Lukes 

Does anyone remember many many years ago, 

who on earth it was who scooped up a tin bath of 

really sloppy cow poo and tipped it down North Hill 

Swallet just as Paul Hadfield was about to climb the 

ladder? 

29.10.97 - St Lukes 

... The shaft needs measuring because the bottom 

has certainly gone down somewhat. 

29.10.97 - The Cairo Shaft 

Kate Lawrence, Simon ?, Tuska 

To descend shaft recently opened in field - approx 

45’ deep to choke. Revisited following Wednesday 

... cleared choke ... Tav explored wet bits. Total 

length 110’ approx enough to even the barrel race - 

deep pool needs diving to eliminate any extensions 
beyond. 

Club Diary 

1997 

December 

6/7th French Cave Diving Symposium, Paris 

 
1998 
January 
 

3rd WCC vs BEC Skittles New Inn, Priddy 
10th NCA Council Meeting 
17th WCC Cheddar Meet - meet in coach 

park 7pm, but please be aware that 
the gorge is CLOSED! 

 
February 
 

7/8th Ghar Parau Expedition Planning 
Seminar, Plas-y-Brennan, Wales 

21st WCC Wookey Hole Meet 
meet 6.30pm at Wookey Car Park 

 
March 
 

6-8th WCC Devon Meet - details in next 
Journal 

7th BCRA Cave Science Symposium Keele 
University, Staffordshire 

21st NCA AGM, 10.30am Venue to be 
arranged 

 
April 
 

25/26th 3rd European Caving Expedition 
Symposium, Peak District 

 
July 
 

4/5th Cavers’ Fair, Mendip 
Further information to follow 

 
August 
 

3-7th NSS Convention, Sewanee, Tennessee 
USA 

 
October 
 

17/18th Wessex AGM and Dinner weekend 
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