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EDITORIAL 
 

WHAT, I wondered, shall I lambast in my last Editorial? Shall I put the Sports Council in its place? Shall I 

growl at over-enthusiastic NCA officers? Or put the Nature Conservancy Council right, tackle the CEGB's 

smoke-emission schemes (which will use some millions, eventually, of tons of limestone per year) and 

re-structure British Caving? (Oops, sorry, Mick Day, I agree with you there, "structure" is a better term!). 

 

Then I thought, "No, I'll be a bit more easy-going for once." I threw away Draughts 1 and 2 of this Editorial 

(dealing with commercial caving and with caver training). Apart from anything else, I should think most of 

you member readers are feeling sumped in "politics" by now, with all the silly goings-on in the Club lately. 

Other clubs on Mendip have watched us incredulously: what on earth were we playing at? I wonder that 

too: all that ego-bursting and ego-inflating, 'personality clashes' and so on has done no-one any good at all. 

Still, the AGM is but a few weeks away now, and no doubt we all wish for things to be put right then and 

there, and for a new, forward-looking Committee in which the Club can take some pride, and which itself is 

a successful, positive,, interesting and enjoyable Committee on which to serve. 

 

On that note, let us put our difficulties into perspective. At the last Committee Meeting of the 1987-8 Club 

Year, we agreed that it had not been a happy year for the Committee. However, the Wessex's middle initial 

stands for CAVE, not "Committee". It seems to me that whilst the Club is not always too good at arranging 

itself - with honourable individual exceptions - it gets most things right, and it certainly goes caving! 

 

In the last few years the WCC Journal has carried exploration reports from members, either as WCC teams 

or as "Club reps", visiting areas as far-ranging as Canada to Norway, Mendip to Papua New Guinea, Skye 

to China. It has reported holiday caving trips from Eire, Portugal, and France. It has "From The Logged" 

tours of Dales pots, diving in Gough's, finds in Eastwater and digging in 'Festerhole' (as Tween Twins is 

nicknamed by its crew). Etc., etc. 

 

Last year a Wessex group had an extremely enjoyable fortnight of varied tourist caving in the Dordogne 

region. This edition carries the second part of Tav's "guide" to the area, intended to assist anyone else 

considering going there. (I know from experience as both writer and editor, it is very rewarding to see 

references to such articles in another club's journal, perhaps some years later. This happened to me not long 

ago, with references including to our Journal in a Chelsea SS N/L report on caving in the Jura... I thought I 

recognised the hand-printing on a survey! Still, it was the survey of Gouffre de Granges-Mathieu, for which 

I hold a certain affection as my first foreign cave.). 

 

This year, the Wessex was back in France. To the Gouffre Berger. Of the nearly fifty people who visited the 

cave, the great majority were WCC members. Well over half reached the bottom, and of the rest, most 

reached the point they were aiming for. Certainly, everyone thoroughly enjoyed a very successful trip, and 

that is what matters. 

 

Years ago, the Journal carried occasional papers purportedly written by the Wessex Dragon, being his 

observations of the Club's doings. Perhaps some of our dafter goings-on this year (and every club has its 

moments...) may have had the poor creature practically weeping with despair, but when it comes to the 

Wessex Cave Club's caving, that is a different matter. Then, one may wryly imagine, he can be as the badge 

shows him: head up, chest out, tail erect, candle burning bright, held aloft, as he marches steadfastly 

onwards. 

 

To my successor, as to all of you, Best Wishes and Good Luck. Good caving! 

-Nigel Graham. 
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NEW MEMBERS. 

The Wessex Cave Club Welcomes:- 
 

ANTHONY PERRETT. 29 Bath View, Stratton-on-the-Fosse, BA3 4RE. 

VICTOR EDWARD WRIGHT. 53 Penn Lea Road, Weston, Bath BA1 3RB. 

 

ADDRESS CHANGE 

Jackie Westcott: Avenue de Juillet 49, Woluve St. Lambert, 1200 Bruxells, Belgium. 

 

 

CLUB NOTICES 

 

TACKLE. Would members please check items of tackle for damage before using and before returning it? If 

you find any damage, keep that item separate from the rest and report it to the Tackle Secretary (either 

directly or via another Committee member). 

 

CAR PARKING. Please don't drive vehicles on the lawns! Unless it is absolutely essential to do so (e.g. in 

connection with building work), as wheel ruts are unsightly and take a long time to disappear. If you need to 

drive up to the front door, keep on the concrete: the path was widened a few years ago to allow this. 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Saturday 15th October, 2.45pm at Hunters' lodge Inn, Priddy. 

Please make an effort to attend. This is YOUR Club, and the more of you attend, the better informed next 

Year's Committee will be of how you wish the Club to be run. The retiring Committee have had a somewhat 

awkward time, with a particularly controversial decision made a few months ago, on top of the 

responsibilities it was already handling. No doubt all will be resolved at the AGM, hopefully in a 

constructive and even amicable manner, but it is up to you - to all of us - to help ensure this and to help 

ensure a better and brighter new Club Year. 

So, don't hide your views and queries: come along and voice them! 

 

 

CHARTERHOUSE CAVE: THAT DIG GATE. 

-Nigel Graham. 

 

I gather some people are still worried about the existence of the gate in the dig at .the present end of 

Charterhouse Cave. As a leader for the cave as well as one of the digging crew, perhaps I can allay those 

fears. 

 

The gate was put in a long time after the work started, not out of a fit of protectiveness, but to try to protect 

visitors. Neither Pete Hann nor I or the other assistants were too worried about people visiting the dig to 

view progress - except for the fact that to do so entails crossing a tape! - until we heard a leader had 

recounted doing so with Pete's permission only a day or two after Pete's last work session. He had not asked 

Pete at all. Moreover, the dig had entered a particularly unstable area in the ruckle, and a lot of concrete had 

just been put in. 

 

That visitor could very easily, through simply not knowing the work in progress, have dislodged a lot of 

choke around himself: the concrete would still have been relatively soft. 

 

The dig gate, then, is simply a safety measure. It was installed with the knowledge and consent of 

Charterhouse Caving Committee. It is a temporary measure: once the choke has been opened and stabilised 

- at present it is anything but stable - it will be removed. In any case it will then become superfluous, with 

the cave's entrance gate and leader system. 

 

Please be patient - we don't want to have to dig you as well as the rocks out! 
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Wessex Cave Club 
ANNUAL DINNER 

 
Star Hotel, Wells 

Saturday October 15th 1988 
7.45 for 8.15 £11 

 

 

MENU 

 

 Egg & Prawn Mayonnaise garnished with salad. 

 

 Roast Sirloin of Beef with Yorkshire Pudding & Horseradish Sauce, 

  selection of Vegetables. 

 

 Choice of Sweet 

or 

Cheese & Biscuits. 

 Coffee & Mints. 

 

TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE: SEE PAGE 212 FOR DETAILS. 

 

 

 

 

 

Letter To The Editor 
 

"POLL TAX" 

 

Dear Editor, 

 

Has anyone checked what the position of caving huts will be if the "Poll Tax" Bill goes through? Although 

the WCC may save money by paying a 'uniform business rate', rather than present district rates, other clubs 

may lose out - particularly those at present unrated. There appears to be no general exemption for charities, 

and those locally are furious that their shops will have to pay business rates. Are we all to become 

"educational" establishments, and what other regulations does that imply? 

 

Perhaps a letter from our Committee to our local MP would not go amiss. 

 

Regards, 

 

(signed) P.R. Cousins. 

 

(Tav has obtained a copy of the proposals to investigate this. -ed) 
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APPRECIATION 

 

The Gouffre Berger trip was by consent a great success. That this was so is due to a lot of hard work in 

preparing for it. 

 

The Wessex Cave Club thanks: 

 

DUNCAN FREW for booking the cave, overseeing the tackle and on-the-spot organisation in France. 

 

RIC and PAT HALLIWELL, GARY SMITH, MAGGIE McPHERSON and several other members for 

running training trips, and to KEITH SANDERSON for booking caves for these trips. 

 

JIM MOON for his work as trip Treasurer: sadly, professional commitments prevented his joining the trip. 

 

PETE HANN for arranging the members' personal equipment ordering. 

 

ROZ FIELDER and the Trio Cafe (Slough) for supplies of beverages. 

 

BEN LYON for supplying rope and group tackle. 

 

OVER and UNDER (Kettlewell) for supplying personal kit. 

 

ALL OTHERS who assisted in many and various ways: helping sort and transport tackle, rigging and 

gear-carrrying in the cave, manning the entrance, etc.. 

 

Two suggestions were made to follow up the trip: one was to produce a special Journal edition devoted to 

the trip, the other to produce a souvenir survey/photographic poster. Both ideas are being investigated. The 

Gouffre Berger has been fairly exhaustively written about from a technical viewpoint, but there is no reason 

why we should not devote an edition of the Journal to more personal accounts of our trip, to include 

photographs (monochrome) and details such as a rigging table. 

 

Contributions, please, to whoever is next Editor. Remember, we can have photos printed: the more the 

merrier! 

 

A large-scale photographic project was mounted in the Berger, by Pete Hann and a stalwart team of 

sherpas/flash-firers/models, who spent nearly three days in the cave. 

 

The tackle was shared with the HAPPY WANDERERS, who had the next booking. Their aims were also 

photographic, and to investigate the Hurricane Series inlet avens, towards Scialet Fromagère. It will be 

interesting to see their results. 
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GOUGH'S LOG 
 

Compiled by the Editor from WCC Logbook entries. 

 

The exploration underway of the Gough's Cave River, by Rob Palmer, Richard Stevenson and Rob Harper, 

is a major project needing considerable help from supporting divers and non-divers, as well as the help and 

encouragement from the cave management and staff. It is pleasing to note that a large number of the 

assistants are WCC members. 

 

More importantly though, is the sherpas' reward: the lead divers took care to personally thank everyone 

involved. The following is an account, mainly by Rich Websell and Malc Foyle (supporting divers) of their 

work leading up to the push on June 25th. 

 

19/3/38. Rob Harper, Rob Palmer, Malcolm Foyle, Howard Price, Rich Websell. Recovered gear from 

Bishop's Palace and carried on filming. Insufficient full bottles precluded two dives, RAW and MF. 

Unfortunately HP could not dive due to ear problems and did not spend long in the water. Thinking he had 

got out of it, RAW was then shocked to be forced into diving gear! He, RJP and RCH then went to Advance 

Base in Bishop's Palace and filmed the carry, with numerous disturbing releases of O2 on route. Good job 

Foyle the Fag wasn't with us or we would have been vapourised. RAW and RJP then returned for two more 

bottles. Filming was not entirely successful as the light unit packed up in the large chamber. 3 x 80/60s left 

at up-stream end of Sump 1B, and one full 80 at downstream end of Sump 2. Numerous tasks now to be 

done before the next push, at the end of June. 8hrs. -RAW. 

 

7/5/88. RH, MF, Duncan Frew, Murray Knapp. Start of the next set of dives. Carried all the kit in and dived 

in just under two hours - not bad. At Sump 2, Rob put in a bolt for the ladder, as we were starting diving 

from a new base. After getting into the stream we wandered up to the so-called choke. It isn't: Malc climbed 

up through it into walking / crawling passage, until stopped by a squeeze too small for his wetsuit. "Hairy 

Minded Pink Bare Bear Passage": good name, Rob. (Divers, spare a thought for us editors! -Ed.). The 

passage can be seen continuing. Sump 2 was re-lined to the bottom of the Rift (about -90ft); visibility very 

bad, about 1ft at best. Thanks, Dunc and Murray for the carrying. 7hrs. -Malc. 

 

14/5. RAW and RH to Bishop's Palace. While RH continued lining Sump 2, Rich examined the passage 

found by Malc. Both leads went back to known cave - hard luck Malc! 4hrs. -RAW. 

 

21/5. RAW and MF carried in to Lloyd Hall, picking up two 28s left last week, then dived to Bishop's 

Palace carrying two 50s and a 28 each, plus line reels, spare lights, etc. Malc had a cold and wasn't working 

properly so we carried one set of kit over to the Duck Ponds. 

 

Rich dived in excellent vis., Sump descends large rift to -27m to a low silty bit called the Thynne Thynge. 

Past this, Rich picked up the end of Rob's line and attached new one. Surfaced after about 60m. Sheppard's 

Crook is impressive, with large stream cascading down right hand wall. Steep passage soon terminates at 

next sump. 

 

Returned picking up old line reel. Away from base about 40mins. Exited in zero vis. Emerged about 

17.00hrs., carrying loads of gear. Many thanks to the Wessex for their support and encouragement! 

 7hrs. -RAW 

 

11-12/6. Saturday. Just for a change, we carried a mountain of kit to Making Progress, including the planks 

for the platform, which was finished. 

 

Sunday. RP and Robin Brown went to Sheppard's Crook to set up the "Mole Phone" so that Bob Mackin 

could get a fix in the Gorge. Malc and Dunc installed a dry traverse line from the platform, round the corner 

to dry, safe land, then fitted the lights in Lloyd Hall. (The entrance to Lloyd Hall, the diving base, is a pitch 

into deep water, so a scaffolding platform is in place at the pitch foot. -Ed.) 
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18/6. Loads of gear taken into cave. There are now five 80s in Sheppard's Crook, and five 50s in Bishop's 

Palace. The hard work is nearly done. Divers: Robin Brown, Rich Websell, Rob Harper, Malc Foyle, Rich 

Stevenson, Rob Palmer. Thanks to the lads who turned up to help carry. 

 

19/6. More carrying: RB and Marco Paganuzzi transported bottles and kit to Sheppard's Crook, rest of us 

stacked kit and ran in telephone cable: RH, RAW, Steve, Zippy, MF. Next week we GO!!! 

 

25th June 1988. We got all the gear in, how much are we going to get? 

 

DF (to judge from the Log entry) writes: 30 hours of unadulterated slog, keeping the divers happy, playing 

with Molephones, leaky bottles and plenty of mud. Major decompression practice in the pub after several 

long dives in a pint pot: Cheddar Man eats Chinese meals! 

Pete Hann, DF, Paul Lambert, Jim Rands, Quackers, Aiden, Kev Gannon, Mike Hearn, ... to name but a 

few. 

 

 The River Cave: Outline Description. 

 

The original entry into the Goughs river was a nasty, narrow shaft, Dire Straits, in an oxbow close to the 

cave entrance. Subsequently, an ascending bedding plane beyond Aladdin's Cave, on the left of the show 

route just before the Solomon's Temple steps, was broken through into a high rift chamber. This point, 

Makin Progress, is about 70ft above the river, but a bypass climb reduces the ladder pitch to about 30ft. The 

chamber is Lloyd Hall. Upstream, Sump One leads into the very large Bishop's Palace. Beyond, deep diving 

leads up into Sheppard's Crook then the next, deep, sump which was the objective of the 25/6/88 push. 

 

The show section of Gough's Cave runs roughly W-E, but the river so far is being explored Northwards, 

along a deep dip/strike "sawtooth" profile. The significance of the project may be gauged by examining the 

river's "vital statistics" in "Complete Caves": Mendip's largest resurgence, it not only drains the 

Charterhouse area but also picks up water from an area of North Hill (including Bowery Corner Swallet, 

currently a BEC dig). 

 

• The Push: 

 

On 15th February 1988, RS, RP, RH, RAW, HP, KG, and MF staged a push with Robs Palmer and Harper 

at the sharp end. RAW and MF stayed in Bishop's Palace in support. The two Robs passed Sump Two, then 

RH waited as back-up whilst Palmer dived alone on two full 80s. 

 

Tying on another line after 35 metres, RP pushed on. The sump bottomed at 58 metres (about 190ft) and 

started to rise. Rob laid about 250-300ft of line, finishing at about 130ft depth. 

 

Returning through Sump Two he became entangled in the line and had to cut himself free, three times. At 

Bishop's Palace, Rich and Malc had to cut the tangled line off him. To make matters worse, all his lights had 

failed and he had lost his knife, so all in all it was a bit of an epic, but everyone exited OK. Thanks very 

much to all the Wessex lads who sat around waiting for 3½ hours. This must be by far the most serious 

diving sight in the country. -Malc. 

 

On 25th June 1988, Richard Stevenson and Rob Palmer set off together, but Rich withdrew, suffering from 

a cramp attack, Going on solo (after he had accompanied Rich back out of the sump), Rob passed the 

previous limit, laying another 300ft of line and rising from -150 to -80ft. The sump rises steeply beyond - to 

surface? Decompression limits meant Rob had to turn back here though: with superb prospects for the 

return. 
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SWILDONS LOG 
 

Meanwhile, over in the River Axe... 

well, one of its tributaries anyway. 

 

On August 13th, 1988, Sean Walsh and Kev Clarke visited Desolation Row, above Swildons Twelve. The 

boulder choke in Sandwich Chamber was blown up. The trip itself went smoothly, but the streamway was 

disgusting all the way to Twelve, and Sump Nine was badly silted. 

 

Sean and Kev returned on the 20th August, accompanied by Mark Madden. At Sandwich Chamber, they 

found the two boulders holding up the choke had gone but the rest of the choke was still there. There was a 

way through, but as this would probably involved embedding themselves with boulders, they decided to 

modify it by pulling out rocks with rope. 

 

While Kev was tying the rope, a large boulder rolled down his back, leaving a nasty but useable way 

through the choke. Since entering the chamber to try tidying it from the top threatened to seal Kev in, they 

gave up an explored. 

 

The chamber is a boulder-strewn bedding inclined at about 45°. About 10ft at the entrance, it tapers to 

nothing some 20ft downslope and 80ft upslope. No prospects. This point is estimated at reaching 

approximately 80ft vertically above Desolation Row. 

 

Horrible red things were growing in Sumps Four onwards: pink anenome-like clumps 3-5" across, and red 

fronds hanging from the roof. 

 

The original Logbook entries for the above collected a footnote from Trevor Hughes (BEC): 

 

"This is only about 160ft below the surface. I'm glad to see that the Wessex are at long last finding some of 

the old BEC digs: see BEC Log about 6 years ago -'Biffo'" 

 

(Amazing how old digs move from club to club: look up Bowery Comer in " "Complete Caves.." ! -Ed.) 

 

 

 

Letter To The Editor 
 

Club Matters 

 

Dear Ed., 

 

It came to my notice recently that the WCC Sales Officer - elected at the A.G.M., October 1987 - had by 

Committee vote been removed from that position. 

 

I do not know the reasons for this action being taken, but wonder if it is appropriate considering that the 

Club as a whole voted for that particular Officer for the Club Year of 1987-88. 

 

I would be interested in the opinions of other Club members. I also look forward to hearing the Committee's 

explanation at the A.G.M. this October. 

 

Yours Faithfully, 

 

(signed) J.B. 

 

ALEX PITCHER 
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The body of Alex Pitcher, who disappeared in the Gouffre Berger in August 1987, was finally found and 

brought out of the cave this Summer. 

 

Exhaustive searches of the cave and the surrounding area had failed, but there still remained the possibility 

that Alex had entered some unrecorded part of the system. Throughout the Winter, when the Berger is 

inaccessible, Albert Ohyançabel and his colleauges of the Isere Rescue Team discussed this possibility, and 

planned to search again once the Spring thaw had passed. 

 

On the 11th of June, Jean-louis Recors and Albert investigated a roof-level passage in the Meanders, a long 

traverse in a deepening rift starting at Cairn Hall, which was the last point at which Alex had been seen. The 

roof passage, not included on the survey, had been entered during the previous searches as far as a partial 

choke. Jean and Alex passed the choke, and found Alex’s body only a short distance beyond, at the bottom 

of a short pitch. 

 

Alex had been struck by a falling boulder, and must have died instantly. 

 

Why Alex had entered the roof-passage will of course remain unknown, and any speculation would be 

pointless. All we do know is that his death was mercifully quick, and that thanks to the determination of the 

local rescue team his body was located and recovered. 

 

 

 

S. WALES 

 

Croyden Caving Club have discovered a new cave, OGOF IGAM OGAM, which means “Zig-zag” cave, in 

the Nedd Fecan quarter of a mile downstream from White Lady Cave. Some 900ft of passage was soon 

explored (June 88) to Sump 4, but most is inaccessible to non-divers. The entrance series is pretty tortuous, 

hence the name. 

 

To the NW, on Pant Mawr, Westminster Speleological Group's new discovery, PWLL PINDAR, was their 

reward for a lot of work. It lies in an area with considerable potential. 

 

AGEN ALLWELD permits: still from Doreen Gascoine, but increased from £5 to £6. 

 

 

 

 

WESSEX CAVE CLUB ANNUAL DINNER TICKETS: 

 

Available from:- 

 

Aubrey Newport at Upper Pitts, or 

 

Brian Hansford (by post). 34 Fleming Road, Weeke Estate, Winchester, Hants SO22 6EE. 

 

Please inform Aubrey or Brian if you would like a coach seat, this will probably cost about £1.50 each. 

Please send a sae with postal applications: the tickets measure about 5 x 3½ inches. 
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CAVES OF PERIGORD, FRANCE 
 

Rob Taviner 

Part 2 

(concluded) 

 

KEY TO THE CAVES ON LOCATION MAP 1 

 

1. Grotte de la Messandie 

2. Grotte de Rouffignac 

3. Grotte du Grand Roc 

4. Grotte de Lascaux 

5. Le Doux de Coly 

6. Gouffre de Proumeyssac 

7. Grotte de Font-de-Gaume 

8. Grotte de la Caudon 

9. Trou du Vent 

10. Gouffre du Limon 

11. Fontaine St. Georges 

12. Grottes de Lacave/Igue de St. Sol/Grotte de Combe Cullier 

13. Gouffre de Roque-de-Cor 

14. Gouffre de Padirac 

15. Gouffre du Reveillon 

16. Gouffre du Saut de la Pucelle 

17. Gouffre de Cabouy 

18. Les Vitarelles 

19. Gouffre de Theminees 

20. Gouffre de Theminettes 

21. Igue de Viazac 

22. Peche-Merle Cave 
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CAUSSE DE GRAMAT 

 

 

"A tormented plateau, cut by dry valleys or sheer-walled canyons, sprinkled with 

deep basins, pierced by dark gulfs, broken by caves where streams lose themselves 

- this is the Causse de Gramat" 

 

GUY DE LAVAUR 

 

 

The Causse de Gramat is the name given to the vast Jurassic Limestone Plateau to the south of the River 

Dordogne. It is, historically, one of the great caving areas of France, containing within its boundaries, the 

great pot-holes of Padirac and Les Vitarelles, the huge doline of Gouffre de Roque-de-Cor and many diving 

sites, the most famous of which is the Fontaine St. Georges. Guy de Lavaur, one of the great French 

Pioneers began his caving and diving career here and led several notable expeditions to Padirac and the 

nearby caves. 

 

The plateau is arid, in stark contrast to the fertile plains at its foot. Hundreds of caves have been noted 

including the "Igues" - which is a local term for shaft - most of which are choked before -70m. However, 

one has a single shaft of 100m and the more renowned Igue de Viazac descends in a series of huge shafts to 

almost -1000ft. 

 

The caves of the plateau drain mainly to three very large resurgences near the south bank of the Dordogne. 

The rivers of the Gouffre de Padirac and Gouffre de Roque-de-Cor take several months to re-emerge at the 

Fontaine St. Georges. This idyllic site has received considerable attention over the years, the depth and the 

length of its sumps posing major decompression and equipment problems. The second sump was finally 

passed in 1987, but alas the diver was so heavily kitted-up that he was unable to exit from the sump pool and 

could only stare at the huge virgin passage vanishing into the hill! Further to the south, Gouffre du 

Reveillon and Gouffre du Saut de la Pucelle are two large swallet caves which feed the large resurgence 

spring, Gouffre le Limon. The most complex hydrological network on the plateau drains to the deep 

resurgence complex of Gouffre de Poumayssen, Gouffre de Cabouy and Gouffre de St. Saveur. The streams 

from several swallets to the south east of Gramat unite in a large underground river in the pothole of Les 

Vitarelles. This river has been followed for several miles and exploration continues at both ends. Many 

more localised systems can be found including a complex fossil network in and around the village of 

Lacave. 

 

The area is popular with British cavers, particularly the divers who have gained something of a reputation 

here. It is hoped that this article will help anyone intending to visit the area. No details are given about the 

diving sites as these have been extensively documented in various Cave Diving Group Newsletters. 
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GOUFFRE DE PADIRAC 

 

Gouffre de Padirac is a major cave by any standard and is historically one of the most important caves in 

France. First entered by Martel in 1889, it has been the scene of several famous expeditions, the most 

notable being led by De Lavaur, De Joly and Trombe in the 1940's and 1950's. Part of the cave is open to the 

public and is regarded as the finest show cave in France and one of Europe's great show caves. Exploration 

continues, although a trip to the far reaches is very difficult and takes several days, and over l0Km of 

passages have been mapped. The entrance shaft is approximately 100m deep and is descended by either lift 

or stairs. Take the staircase as this offers a fine view of the magnificent, almost perfectly circular shaft. 

From the bottom a fine high canyon passage is followed to the underground river. Here you board a gondola 

which is punted gently along a narrow twisting canal for several hundred feet past fine flows which descend 

to the water from an indiscernible height. At the far side you are appointed another guide and a large 

passage is followed past some fine gours to a balcony, beyond which the passage disappears enticingly into 

the gloom. The show tour however backtracks to a climb up into "Le Grand Dome", an enormous, heavily 

lit chamber. The path winds its way to the top of the chamber from which a descent leads back to the canal. 

Padirac is spectacular and is definitely worth a visit. However, be warned, although the entrance fee is not 

unreasonable, both the gondola "punter" and cave guide expect a tip making it quite an expensive show 

cave to visit. Also, because of its fame, the cave is extremely crowded which detracts somewhat from the 

tour. To appreciate the cave in full, I would recommend an early arrival. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOUFFRE DE ROQUE-DE-COR 

 

Gouffre de Roque-de-Cor is located near the N140 between Martel and Gramat. Although not of great 

length, this cave is worth visiting because of its impressive entrance doline which is a vast circular hole, 

some 150ft. deep. An obvious path leads around the doline to a scramble down which reaches the streambed 

on a ledge. The floor can be reached either by hanging a ladder off the ledge or by a cautious free-climb to 

the right of the ledge. The entrance to the cave is a very wide but low bedding beneath the imposing cliff 

face. A low crawl, which is probably not passable in wet weather opens out to walking size, and is followed 

to the left to a very large passage. This continues in fine style for about 0.5Km to a sump. A few large, but 

dry formations decorate the cave. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOUFFRE DU REVEILLON 

 

This cave, which is important enough to warrant inclusion in Pierre Minivelles "Grottes et Canyons", is 

located by the D673 near the crossroads with the N140. The sink is spectacular, a high cliff rises above the 

huge entrance porch which at 150ft. x 150ft. is the second largest cave entrance in France. A second large 

entrance rift is located high up in the left of the cliff. A large stream must sink here in wet weather, but at the 

time of our visit, the stream vanished further up the valley. The main entrance opens into a huge chamber 

which is reputed to be prone to frequent boulder falls. An obvious large passage leads off at the far side. 

This is followed via a series of short climbs and small pools where remnants of steps and handrails testify to 

its former use as a show cave. We noted an abundance of cave life in this area, including several toads and 

a land salamander. The passage leads to a low, muddy area with many leeches which must sump when the 

main entrance is taking water. A scramble up through a small hole leads to a large passage. To the left lies a 

complex series of passages and large chambers, which we did not visit, but which lead back to the second 
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entrance. To exit from here would require a long abseil to complete a fine round trip. To the right a muddy 

passage leads to a 10ft. pitch requiring a ladder and continues to a broken 35ft. pitch which is best laddered 

as the rock is very smooth. This is followed by an awkward 8ft. climb down, which can be bypassed by an 

easier climb up to the left, to where the stream is met. The streamway can be followed through a short 

wading section and a fine bedding chamber to end all too soon at a sump. A series of large chambers, which 

we did not visit, exist off to the right of the streamway, presumably entered via the high-level passage 

located just beyond the wading section. This will require combined tactics to enter. The cave is well worth 

a visit, if only to admire the fine entrance chamber, which can be explored in daylight without caving kit. A 

furry and oversuit are adequate for the remainder of the cave. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOUFFRE DU SAUT DE LA PUCELLE 

 

This cave is, with perhaps the exception of a trip to the further reaches of Gouffre de Padirac, the highlight 

of a visit to the area. The cave lies near the N140 north of Gramat, and is approached via a stile for the layby 

just beyond the crossroads with the D673 to Gouffre de Padirac. The walk in entrance leads to a fine 

passage (15ft. x 15ft.) which is followed for about 200ft. to where the roof lowers to form a duck. Just 

before the duck, a passage on the left leads to a short climb down into a huge passage. This leads to steep 

mud bank above which is the continuation of the large passage. The way on however, is a stooping passage 

on the left at the foot of the mud slope which leads directly to the streamway. The streamway is a classic, 

which can be followed for several kilometres, down ten short pitches, in generally large passage. Several 

sections are finely decorated, particularly in the lower reaches of the cave where huge multi-coloured flows 

adorn the walls. The pitches each require one ladder and either a tether or a hangar for a belay. Bolts are in 

situ. Several deep pools are encountered along the way, which are easily negotiated on the way in, but very 

awkward to exit from on the return journey, involving "underwater combined tactics" and helping hands. 

Short handlines are useful for two of these. Near the bottom of the cave the stream runs into a choke, but an 

obvious route up and down through boulders regains the stream after a short distance, beyond which the 

stream runs into the terminal sump. This is an excellent cave and well worth making a detour to visit. A wet 

suit is required and six to eight hours should be allowed for a trip to the sump and back. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PERTE DE THEMINES 

 

This interesting sink, located in the village of Themines, S.W. of Gramat is one of several feeders to the 

underground river of the "Les Vitarelles" system. The cave is extremely flood prone and should only be 

visited in dry weather. The sink which is at the end of a blind, rocky gorge is surrounded by flood debris, 

including several large trees. A tremendous amount of water must sink here and flood debris hanging from 

trees 30ft. above the valley floor indicates that the water backs up a considerable distance. The cave 

entrance is a small hole, on the right bank of the gorge looking towards the sink and about 100ft. back from 

it. A twisting passage leads down to a 20ft. pitch which requires a ladder. An obvious passage is then 

followed to the streamway. This can be followed for a few hundred feet, involving some wading, until a 

sump is met. A fixed rope, just back from the sump can be climbed to a small tube which leads to a large 

fossil passage. To the right leads to a complex of passages with good formations whilst to the left leads to 

where a slope goes down to the left after a short distance. At the foot of the slope a large circular chamber is 

entered and the stream rejoined. The chamber is about 50ft. high and flood debris can be seen jammed in the 

roof. A fine meandering stretch of streamway in large passage is followed to another sump. A steep mud 
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and gravel slope leads up to the right and ascends for some distance to where another large fossil passage is 

met. To the right an extremely muddy passage can be followed past some fine gours for about 200ft. to 

where it closes down. To the left a passage with remarkable gours is followed and by bearing left a deep 

pool is reached beyond a large chamber. To the left of the pool a crawl leads eventually to a muddy sump 

whilst a swim across the pool leads to a continuation of the large passage with large formations which 

terminates eventually at another sump. A well-decorated series of avens and passages can be climbed into 

above this passage. Although not exceptional, it is an interesting cave and well worth a visit. A wetsuit is 

essential. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IGUE DE VIAZAC 

 

This cave which is the deepest on the Causse de Gramat was first explored by Martel in 1892, to a depth of 

-155m. In 1973, a climb above Martel's terminal pitch reached a continuation of the cave and a series of 

pitches to reach the present depth of -238m. Unfortunately, we did not have time to visit this cave, but a 

brief description is included for reference purposes. A full description can be found in Minivelles "Grottes 

et Canyons". The deep entrance pitch of 65m leads via two further pitches of 16m and 5m to the "Grande 

Galerie". To the right a large passage leads to a choke whilst to the left it terminates at a deep pitch, "Puits 

Martel". An aid climb above the pitch leads to a we11-decorated fossil passage which can be followed 

through large chambers down pitches of 12m, 15m 63m, 20m and 16m to reach a subterranean lake which 

marks the end of the cave. 
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GROTTES DE LACAVE – IGUE DE ST. SOL – GROTTE DE COMBE CULLIER SYSTEM 

 

Grottes de Lacave is a show cave located in the village of Lacave. Owing to its proximity to the camp site 

and having some spare time on our hands an impromptu visit was made to the cave, resulting in a number of 

trips in an unexpected and complex fossil system. The cave guide revealed on our tour that the original 

explorers had entered the cave via a shaft on the hillside above. They had explored a large system, 

eventually exiting at a point a few hundred yards from the present show cave entrance. The show cave tour 

terminates at a locked gate with a tempting walking size passage disappearing into the gloom. A glance 

through the show cave guidebook revealed a sketch-map of the whole system and a number of interesting 

facts. It indicated that the shaft was called the Igue de St. Sol, was 75m deep and still accessible. The 

connection with the show cave however, was no longer possible due to a collapse and it appeared that a 

further collapse had sealed the explorers original exit. Bearing all this in mind, we decided to see how much 

of the "wild" system was still accessible. A description of each section is given separately. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grottes de Lacave 

 

This show cave, despite its proximity to the more famous Gouffre de Padirac is very heavily visited. In their 

efforts to attract customers the cave owners have resorted to somewhat undesirable methods which are 

extensively advertised in the surrounding area. No reduction was available to cavers. Overall, one is left 

with the impression that this is a money making venture on a grand scale with little apparent interest in the 

cave itself. An electric train follows a blasted tunnel to arrive at an underground "station". An ascent by 

either lift or stairs enters a fine, roomy chamber in the natural cave. The first part of the tour follows the 

left-hand series. Apart from one or two fine flows there is little of great interest here. The second part of the 

tour is much more interesting, leading through several large chambers containing notable large formations 

and a fine underground lake. Regrettably the owners have decided that there are not enough gour pools in 

the cave and have constructed several large ones themselves. These are obviously artificial and have no 

place in this cave. One of the chambers is lit by ultra-violet light, supposedly to show the luminescence of 

the formations. However, the only effect is to make everything dark and purple - utterly uninspiring. This is 

a perfect example of how to turn a fine natural feature into a fairground. Personally, I think the general 

public would prefer to see the cave in its natural state. A further disappointing feature is that no attempt has 

been made to disguise the miles of cable required for the electric lights. Accepting that this is not an easy 

task, draping the cables over formations and along the passage floor is surely not the optimum solution. The 

roof of the final chamber is covered with wire mesh to protect the "magnificent" helictites. The only 

magnificent helictites in the cave are in an aven in another chamber and these are not even pointed out by 

the guide! However, despite the owners efforts to ruin parts of the cave, it still has a number of fine features, 

involved in a fairly lengthy tour underground and overall is worth a visit. 
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Grottes to Lacave (Natural Exit) 

 

The entrance was easily located, being very large and only a few metres from the road. A large passage was 

followed for 100ft. to the "final" chamber. According to the guide the terminal collapse was supposed to lie 

here, but a 20ft. flat out sandy crawl emerged into a much larger aven chamber, which judging by its very 

muddy nature is not often visited, unlike theobvious cave. Only two ways on were apparent. One was 

about 40ft. up in the roof which would require bolting to reach and in any case, appeared to be heading back 

to the entrance. The other, which we judged to be in the right spot for access into the system was also 

unattainable, a traverse across a steep muddy slope led to a final move which was unsafe without 

protection. Examination of the roof and walls showed that a further passage may lie under a huge collapse 

of mud and rock. The presence of chip marks on the wall made us suspect that the natural collapse which 

has blocked access to the system was rather "unnaturally" helped, although a local caver assured us that this 

was not the case. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Igue de St. Sol 

 

This is the only one of the many "Igues" in the district that enters a large horizontal cave system. The cave 

is found by following the footpath that runs by the side of Lacave cemetery uphill for about one mile. Not 

far after a further path is met the pot is located off to the right. The cave is popular with local groups and is 

fairly important nationally. Whilst we were there a team from the Pyrenees descended. Our conversation 

revealed that they believed this to be the only important wild cave in the area, whilst we knew of the more 

important sites and had only found this one by accident! The shaft is approximately 200ft. deep and requires 

250ft. of rope. The best hang is off an obvious tree on the far side. The shaft is roomy for 60ft. to where it 

narrows at a sloping ledge, where a re-belay is required. The remainder is then a fine free drop of 130ft. in 

an oval shaft which lands on a large liquid mud mound on one side of a massive passage. An interesting side 

feature are the old World War Two parachute cases and winches at the foot of the mud cone. The shaft was 

not involved in the formation of the horizontal passage, it is a much younger feature which has intersected 

the old fossil passage by accident. The horizontal network is accessible for approximately 0.75Km and is 

consistently very large, in places 40ft. x 40ft. There are many magnificent formations in the cave, including 

30ft. high columns, massive stalagmites, gour pools and fine white grottoes. The downstream end of the 

passage which the original explorers must have followed ends in a mud choke which is being re-excavated 

by the local caving clubs. There are a number of mud sculptures at the dig face of a remarkably high 

standard, including Land Rovers, Cave Divers and a very fine Troll. An interesting note at the dig face 

stated "Help Save the St. Sol". Whether this was for conservation reasons or from outside threats we could 

not ascertain. I would definitely recommend this trip, it is an excellent cave. The cave is dry throughout and 

a furry suit is quite adequate. 
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Grotte de Combe-Cullier 

 

This short cave is located by following the footpath towards the Igue de St. Sol. Shortly after passing the 

cemetery an obvious path leads off to the left to the cave entrance. The cave consists of two series of 

passages. The right-hand series is generally small and heavily battered. The left-hand series is much larger 

with a few formations. The large main passage leads to a low squeeze into a continuation of the main 

passage which has only recently been discovered. This soon ends at a choke which is being actively dug. 

This passage must be heading towards one of the side passages in the Igue de St. Sol. An amusing climb 

leads from the main passage to a parallel series of passages. I wouldn't recommend anyone going out of 

their way to visit this cave, but it is interesting as an integral part of the cave system. 

 

 

 

Thanks to:- J. N. Cordingly 

 Speleo-Club de Perigueux 

 

 

 

Further Reading:- Cavernes en Perigord (Pierre Vidal) 

 Grottes et Canyons (Pierre Minivelle) 

 Caves and Cave Diving (Guy de Lavaur) 

 

 

 

Maps:- Serie Bleue 1:25000 

 Serie Rouge 1:50000 

 For the areas around Les Eyzies, Gramat, Sarlat 
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UBSS Sessional Meetings 1988/9 

 

I would be grateful if you could publish the following talks in your newsletter and we will be pleased to see 

any interested persons at these meetings which are held at 8pm at the UBSS Spelio Rooms, Students Union, 

Queens Road, Bristol (all dates are on a Wednesday). 

 

 

19th October 1988. 'Cave Diving and Natural History in the Bahamas' by Chris Howes. 

30th November 1988. 'A Look at Decorated French Caves' by Andy Buchan. 

1st February 1989. 'Caving in China', by Chris Smart. 

3rd May 1989. 'Bats - Above and Below Ground' by John Hooper. 

 

------------------ 

 

UBSS AGM will be held at 4pm on Saturday, 11th March 1989 and the Guest Speaker will be Andy 

Currant of the British Museum but his topic is not yet known. 

 

------------------ 

 

(Submitted by R.G. Williams, of U.B.S.S.) 

 

UNIVERSITY of BRISTOL Department of Extra-Mural Studies. 

 

Public courses, Autumn 1988. 

 

The University run part-time courses, open to the general public, in a wide variety of disciplines and topics. 

These cover the natural sciences, arts, language studies, social studies, etc. These courses are run at a wide 

variety of venues around the southern counties, so a course of particular interest to you may be physically 

out of reach. 

 

Various courses in geology and geography of areas of Somerset and Avon include some studies of aspects 

of Mendip. 

 

The courses are generally either of one weekend, or a series of weekend or weekday evening, sessions. 

 

Prospectuses and enrolment forms from 

 

Department of Extra-Mural Studies, 

The University, 

Wills Memorial Building, 

Queen's Road, 

Bristol, 

BS8 1HR. Tel.Bristol 303629. 

 

or from Public libraries. 

 

 

The Editor has availed himself of one of these courses: a weekend (Friday evening lecture then two field 

days) study of the Weymouth Anticline. I found it an enjoyable and worthwhile exercise, at a very 

reasonable fee. I found it an advantage to take a camera, photographing the features and their background 

landscapes, to complement notes made and written up. 
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Co. WATERFORD (EIRE) 
 

PETE F. RYDER (M.S.G.) 

 

Nigel Graham joined the Ryder and Atkins families (M.S.G.) in County Waterford, Eire, for a fruitful 

Easter '88 holiday week. The limestone outcrops of the broad, fairly flat-floored Corrigan River valley 

(estuary at Dungarvan) contain a variety of short fossil caves, first investigated by archaeologists in the late 

19th / early 20th Centuries. The area has received comparatively little attention from cavers since, hence, 

though the caves were known they had not been properly recorded. Our aims, therefore, were to survey the 

known caves as well as search for new ones. 

 

We were joined early in the week by JOHN DOWDS of Dublin (Purgatory Caving & Potholing Club). 

 

CONG AREA 

 

PIGEON HOLE PLANTATION. A walk around the area without knowing much about it. Returned in 

evening to push a little cave found above a rising, to a tight double bend with a rock jammed in it: needs a 

thin man or a hammer and long chisel. Length 10metres. Other features seen. 

 

BALLYMAGLANCY CAVE. PFR took Elaine Ryder and Philip Atkins (Dave remained at entrance) as far 

as the end of the ledges and the brink of the first waterfall. Some glutinous mud to crawl through, lots of 

oxbows and alternative crawls back to the entrance. What seems to be the rising was found in a deep 

depression beside the road a little further N. The stream rises from a little sumped cave and sinks at the foot 

of a cliff with various chinks and little holes that go nowhere. PFR dug into one, that descended through 

ruckle to where flowing water was met, but all around was boulder chaos and no solid rock. 

 

DUNGARVAN AREA 

 

CARRIGMURRISH CAVE. 3-4-88 (Easter Sunday). PFR and NG, who had arrived the previous 

afternoon. The initial purpose was to find Carrigmurrish Cave. We called at the nearest farm for permission 

to have a look at the cave, which is on top of a heavily-wooded knoll a couple of fields N of the farm. A few 

minutes later, the farmer, Mr. Buckley, came up to find us floundering amongst the brambles and showed us 

the route round the foot of the hill and then up the West side. This involved a hands and knees crawl through 

a tunnel of brambles then the scaling of a wall, which surrounds an impressive vegetated crater in the 

summit of the hill (NGR X 168 956). 

 

We put a rope down - a later attack on the brambles resulted in an easier walk-down route - and found two 

big entrances leading off from the foot of the pit. A rubble slope leads down into a gallery which seems to 

encircle the open pit, leading under the second entrance to a crawlier series of rifts and little chambers. 

Thrutching around in these, NG went up an awkward slot and found a 5m pitch (needing a ladder) into what 

looked like a big passage. Back at the foot of the second entrance, a rock jammed in a rift prevented access 

to an obvious continuation. Then at the foot of the first entrance, a side passage we had not checked led into 

a series of big dry bedding passages: it became obvious that surveying the whole system would take at least 

a day. 

 

We returned to the car and went on to the Whitechurch House Hotel (found it, and the drive, still above 

ground), requested permission to visit Oonnalagour in the next few days, and were cheerfully given it. 

 

OOANALAGOUR. 4-4-88. John Dowds joined the group, so we had a three-strong party. PFR had a few 

hesitations route-finding, but we soon arrived at the 1983 terminal chamber, Sheol. Dug into by the MSG in 

1983, from the open entrance, the cave lies within the grounds, and Sheol under the drive, of the largest 

country hotel in this area. So shattered is Sheol with its tree-roots and its jointing, and so "thin the roof, that 

the author wrote to the hotel managers and to the Irish tourist office warning them. To date, he has had no 

reply. 



 

  228   
 

Sheol looked a bit less horrendous than last time; had there been rock falls or had memory elarged its 

terrors? JD picked his way carefully round the right hand wall and reached the point Richard Gibson had 

gained in 1983 (the initial section can be avoided by a second route from the main passage). The descending 

passage here, although solid-roofed, ended rapidly in choked beddings and a rift to the right became too 

tight. To the left, on the main axis of the chamber, was an unstable boulder slope up to a nasty-looking 

choke. There remain possibilities here for the suicidal. In the rest of the cave the dip of the strata seems 

horizontal; in this area it can be seen to be increasing and so perhaps a fault is in the offing; that would 

explain the shattered nature of the final chambers. Thus Ghar-Parued, we-returned slowly to the entrance, 

taking photographs at various points. 

 

Returning Dungarvan-wards, we commenced an investigation of the caves in the Shandon area mentioned 

in the 19thC. accounts: 

 

The first cave investigated seems to be Kinahan’s No. 6, listed as BALLYNAMUCK - Unexplored. There 

is a fairly obvious entrance in an old quarry face in the field W of a minor road running back S from the 

Corrigan estuary, about 100m S of a farmhouse (NGR X 246944). NG was the intrepid explorer. The 1.5m 

high x 2m wide passage quickly swings right into a crawl 0.5m high with lots of straw presumably dragged 

in by badgers: the whole place smells. After a little chamber the passage forked, with a too-low daylight 

connection on the right back to the quarry face; and a 1m wide x 0.5m high crawl bending left to end in 

another tiny chamber with impenetrable tubes continuing. Length c.15m. 

 

The second cave seems to have been Kinahan's No. 4 or 5, listed as "SHANDON - Opened in the cutting for 

the Dungarvan & Lismore Railway. Have still to be explored". The railway is now defunct and the cutting 

has been almost filled in, in fact the line of the railway is almost impossible to trace. What survives is a rock 

face with a big undercut which seems to have once been part of a sizeable chamber. Against the rear wall 

are a couple of avens, one rising to where it is boarded over under the surface field. To the right is a crawl 

into a short but interesting series of passages, old, well-stalled but containing quite a lot of rubble and 

broken formations, bits of wood, etc. We surveyed (c.150ft) of cave, not counting the big entrance arch. Not 

much prospect for extension, though NG located a crawl to the left of the main passage ending in a too-tight 

squeeze apparently opening into at least a chamber. 

 

5-4-88. BEWLEY CAVES. JD, NG and PFR went to check on Kinahan’s Nos. 23-26 "BEWLEY - Caves 

east and west of the Dun of Bewley, unexplored" and Nos. 27 & 28 "BEWLEY - Examined by Dr. A. Leith 

Adams, but considered unpromising" (archaeologically). A low line of limestone crag, in places interrupted 

by level meadow, runs about 50m back from the N bank of the Finisk River. At one point a ditch / quarry 

cuts back from the escarpment to encircle an intensely vegetated eminence which we presume is the Dun of 

Bewley (X 126 950). 

 

In the first part of the crag, E of the Dun, is a 15m cave with two obvious entrances, all quite roomy: 

BEWLEY I. Then, over a wire fence, are three entrances linked by about 25m of crawly phreatic passages, 

with at one point a draughting bedding which might be diggable: BEWLEY II. In the rocky base of the Dun 

itself are one or two fissures which go nowhere, but to its NW the ditch / quarry broadens to a 

marshy-floored feature, with a line of quite high crag forming its outer wall. In this is BEWLEY III, or THE 

CAVE OF THE GLOWING GREEN LAKE. Three roomy entrances lead into a short series of spacious 

passages and a few crawly offshoots. At one point a deep pool, with obvious underwater passages gave 

forth a strange faint green radiance: a rough survey showed that one of the submerged galleries must link 

with a sumped entrance outside, only a few metres away. Total length c.60m (200ft). 

 

We then commenced surveying CARRIGMURRISH CAVE. The rock jammed across the fissure at the 

base of the second entrance yielded after a few minutes hammering, opening a slide down into a 

hands-and-knees crawl amongst old dry formations. This turns left and suddenly opens into much larger 

passage, a 4m high and wide gallery with, on the right, a tall, hading rift. Sadly both gallery and rift end in 

total chokes within 12m. However, by climbing up into the roof at the point at which the passage enlarges, 

a high-level chamber was entered, with a pool and a spectacular display of formations of a variety of types 
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and colours; unfortunately (or fortunately, for the sake of the stal) there was no way on from here. The 

extension totalled 5m of passage. 

 

6-4-88. JD, NG, AJFR, ELR & PFR. The initial task was to take photos in Carrigmurrish, and to show 

Elaine and Aidan (son, about 6 -Ed.) around. This was completed, Aidan being hauled up and lowered 

down the climb to the new grotto, then the survey continued in the South series, achieving legs up to 23m. 

The total surveyed length of system was c.460. / 1510ft. 

 

The pitch found by NG, in the North Series, proved entertaining, if a bit of a disappointment. Its head is 

tight and awkward, over a boulder, and only John managed to pass it, calling out a running commentary 

ending abruptly with the cry of "Daylight!", as he entered known cave, only a few metres on. 

 

Several possibilities in the Shandon area (just up-valley from Dungarvan) were then checked. SHANDON 

CAVE itself seems to have been removed by the large quarry in which Dungarvan Co-op livestock market 

is now situated. (X 247 942). A few passage remnants survive: near the W end of the N wall a large alcove; 

near the N end of the W wall a 10m cave to a boulder ruckle in large but much-choked passage. The ruckle 

was penetrated for a few metres. It seems both complete and rather unstable, but may be worth another 

inspection. Further S in the same wall is another low-level alcove; midway along the S wall is an alcove 

with a stalled squeeze which could perhaps be hammered open, into what looked like larger passage. A 

second quarry lies on the S side of the estuary, 'round the corner' a few hundred metres to the West, again 

containing modern buildings. There were a few small entrances here, but apart from one squeeze into a 3m 

long chamber with some stal, none went anywhere at all. 

 

The last hour of potential caving time was spent driving around the Whitechurch area, looking over hedges, 

etc. A potentially-cavernous crag was spotted to the W of Dun of Bewley, not far beyond the caves we had 

already seen there. After evening feed, John departed home to Dublin. 

 

7-4-88. NG, PFR. After a day's sightseeing, an evening reconnaissance to locate enough caves to do useful 

things with on the following day. 

 

PFR went looking for Kinahan's "DROMARA ROCK CAVE" ("unexplored") on the W bank of the 

Blackwater. Enquiry at a house revealed that there was a cave somewhere on the river bank. Fighting 

through a pine plantation and brambles led to the wooded brow of a steep drop to the Blackwater, which in 

fact is a tidal estuary several hundred metres wide; the tide seemed more or less in. Climbing down to the 

shore revealed limestone crags but no caves. To the S or SW the accessible shoreline ended in an impressive 

overhanging crag, disappearing out of sight round a comer. The cave might be in this, but low tide?, or a 

boat, would be needed to inspect it. An attempt to work a way along the cliff-top was defeated by savage 

vegetation. 

 

Meanwhile NG had more success. Walking westwards from Clashnadarriv to check the possible holes we 

had spotted the night before, he found and looked into three open holes, all of which seemed worth 

surveying. In one, a glimpse of an apparent crouching badger prompted a rapid exit. 

 

8-4-88. NG, AJFR, PFR. Nigel's 'BEWLEY WEST CAVES' were explored and surveyed, and provided a 

satisfying finale to the week. In order of exploration, the caves were:- 

 

MEASURELESS CAVE proved to be 154m / 500ft in total length. The main entrance is on the N side of a 

quarry-like depression. A walking-size passage heads N, passing two branches on the right. The second 

leads to a 1.8m drop into deep (7m+) water. An attempt was made to plumb this, using a stone tied to the 

end of the tape, but at the above depth something grabbed the tape end and wouldn't let it go. After much 

pulling, from all possible angles, the tape had to be cut, hence the name of the cave, and of the pool "The 

Piranha Pond". The first passage led to a junction. Left leads back to the Piranha Pond; right, into a muddy 

chamber and some small tubes. Continuing along the main passage leads to a fork. Left goes to a second 

entrance in a shakehole full of scree and bones; right, through some chambers to more deep pools and a 
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choke. 

 

ROCK BADGER CAVE is only 23m / 75ft long. Nigel's badger turned out to be a boulder shaped quite 

convincingly like the rear end of a badger. Droppings and bedding showed that real ones live there as well, 

but they did not put in an appearance. Just beyond the 'rock badger', the stooping-height passage ends in a 

slope up to a small second entrance, in the S wall of the same quarry as Measureless Cave. 

 

GREENEYES CAVE is a little further along the riverside crag, going E. Two entrances lead into a quite 

complex series of dry passages, mostly of fairly comfortable size. Various daylight connections back to the 

cliff face include a pair of low oval holes at the end of a bedding, which, opening behind vegetation, give 

the impression of a pair of luminous eyes, hence the cave name. Nigel attacked a rather grotty tubular crawl, 

with badger droppings in it - we were becoming inured to the scatalogical aspects of these explorations - to 

discover Dung-Grovelling Passage, which gave more of an impression of 'going places' than other parts of 

the cave. The crawl opened into a 3m high chamber, then an easy crawl meanders on to where the floor 

suddenly steps up 2m to a constricted oval hole. We were fast running out of time here, so Nigel thrutched 

on alone to find a well-decorated chamber and some rifts which seemed to become too tight or choked. The 

cave proved to be 210m / 690ft long. Surveying proved these last rifts are only about 15m from, and 

trending straight for, the choked SE-trending tubes beyond Piranha Pond in Measureless Cave. 

 

PROSPECTS. This is obviously a very interesting area. N of Measureless Cave a depression was found 

with a sumped hole which seemed to be dropping into phreas. The same phreas, water level corresponding 

to the nearby river, is seen in Dun of Bewley Cave III (Glowing Green Lake) and in Measureless Cave 

itself. We suggest a diver investigate here. Several digs in the area should yield some passage to easy 

entrencher work. 

 

CONCLUSION. The low relief and low altitude of the limestone in this area, will limit the range of any 

caves found in it. Furthermore, its position in the valley floor has led to much of being removed by the R. 

Finish, leaving remnants such as Carrigmurrich Cave, Nevertheless, the nature of these remnants is 

encouraging: the main galleries of Carrigmurrish are of impressive size, as is that of the Ooanalagour / 

Brothers' cave system. Something must lurk beyond the chokes. The Bewley Caves pools may simply be 

isolated features, but they do occur in phreatic caves which show evidence of regular - and recent - 

flooding. A noticeable feature of this was the entrances and ground outside, close though these are to the 

river, appear unaffected by floods. Do the caves flood from within? They certainly cry out for further study. 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT. We would like to thank Mr. Sean Buckley for permission to explore 

Carrigmurrish Cave, and for his help, (he has visited the cave himself, with a visiting club some years ago). 

Similarly, thanks are due to the farmer at Bewley and to the staff of the Whitechurch House Hotel. 

 

 

REFERENCE: TRATMAN, E.K. "Report On Excavations in Ireland" (arch.) in 1928" 

Proc. UBSS 1929 p109. (Ooanalagour & Carrigmurrish) 

 

MAPS: O.S. of Ireland 22 (E. Cork & Waterford) ½" to 1 mile. 
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FROM THE LOG 
 

For reasons of both space and time, this Edition’s Logbook section has been abbreviated rather drastically. 

I have tried to ensure everyone and everywhere has been listed as usual - sorry if you have been omitted - 

but in a different format. -The Editor. 

 

The following trips cover from 23rd March to 20th August 1988. 

 

Charterhouse Cave 

 

Only one digging trip logged (Pete Hann, John Cordingley, Grace Nielsen and Nigel Graham). Another trip 

was photographic: Paul Deakin, (Pegasus), John Eyre, Martin Bishop (BEC) and Pete Hann. 

 

Drunkard’s Hole 

 

Geoff Newton, Aubrey Newport, John Scott, P.H., Graham Johnson, Max Middlen, Jake Baynes; reported 

improving prospects. 

 

Eastwater Cavern 

 

Two sites have received attention: WEST END SERIES (particularly Cenotaph Aven) and more recently 

the RIFT CHAMBERS, where a high-level passage has been found. 

 

In March, furgling the Blackwall Tunnel drain improved matters, but still it is not "a place to be beyond 

when Ladder Dig in G.B. is in flood". The BEC surveyed these lower reaches whilst GJ, Nick Pollard, GN 

bolted up Cenotaph Aven, They reached a large ledge at +80ft. A small ascending passage with good stal 

goes about 40ft to a hopeless stal choke. 

 

The aven was finally topped at +125ft on 4th June 1988, where it pinches out. At about +100ft a ledge of 

jammed boulders was reached by GN by bold free-climbing. Two ways on were noted: a low bedding 

inclining down-dip (top of Aberfan?) and a second bedding obstructed by boulders. As Graham was absent, 

neither passage was entered. 

 

On the 16th April one of these bolting trips was curtailed by the BEC team warning the climbers of 

flooding: at Blackwall Tunnel a good Swildons-size stream was sinking and there was foam on the roof, but 

the water was subsiding. Chamber of Horrors had backed up in 3 minutes to 20ft deep. 

 

Peter Bolt (BEC) & Mark Lumley, NP, GJ photographed the area while Jim Smart, Snablet and another two 

BEC members surveyed. A dig site was noted near Charing Cross. 

 

On July 7th, Geoff, Nick and Graham pushed the last leads above Cenotaph Aven, with disappointing 

results, though one, taking the draught looks a very good possibility needing bang. The boulders over the 

aven "are not very stable, we found out.." 

 

Meanwhile, in March, the Moodys were digging a very tight rift in THREADNEEDLE STREET. Water 

was audible, but could merely have been the Greek Street stream. PM: "Looks fairly long term, a cross 

between the Pierre's squeeze and Fanny’s Rift in Reynold’s". They decided on the next trip that it was "an 

increasingly interesting" site. On their way out from here on April 16th, Pete and Alison met the floodwater 

near the entrance. Water was pouring from the Boulder Chamber and down J-Rat's dig. A big stream 

overflowing the 380ft Way flowed off across the Traverse. While the Boulder Ruckle was not too bad, they 

described "the final bit out into the entrance as a really exciting free dive". 

 

In June, GJ and NP, accompanied by Tav, started looking in RIFT CHAMBERS. In early July, GJ, NP, the 

Moodys, Tav and Tony Jarrett banged and dug into large down-dip, walking-size passage with fine stal. 
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They noted a "phenomenal draught", and flood debris: where is the stream from? The passage was later 

photographed and its formations taped by NP, GN, Tav and Snablet (BEC). (Verbal report: the passage 

ends so far at a too-tight, draughting rift.) 

 

Lionel’s Hole 

 

On 26th March (the only trip logged) P & AM, digging beyond Horrorfice Two, decided there are better dig 

sites. The way on was continuing upwards, badly choked. "Finis: at least for a while..." 

 

Portland 

 

NG, Phil Strong & Martin Crocker: various trips, mainly digging, but including one rather artificial SRT 

session in Guano Rift. On 27th March, NG & PS started attempting to save ST. GEORGE'S RIFT from 

backfilling, hoping that the other groups caving on Portland would help if needed (Apart from Mike Read 

looking into the SSSI aspect - the rift runs under a designated area - no-one else did anything. The cave is 

now lost forever. Bats and all: several flew out that evening, to feed, as we were starting a retaining wall at 

the entrance). 

 

Swildons Hole 

 

Only one digging trip in this set: PH, Murray Knapp, Max, Scotty: Muddy Sump dig, beginning to get a 

better view up aven. In very dry conditions in July, MK and Martin Lockyer re-lined Sump Two. 

 

Tween Twins Hole 

 

Three trips by Jim Rands, Paul Lambert, Aiden, NG. Lot of spoil out. 

 

Warren Farm Swallet 

 

PM reports continuing digging Red Deer Passage, upwards into choke. 

 

Welsh’s Green Swallet 

 

Six trips by GJ, JR, Lee and Tony (LCCC), AN, MK, R. Cary, John Beauchamp (MCG),PH, Scotty, Max. 

Continuing banging along rift. Strong draught outwards at times. 

 

Cuckoo Cleeves 

 

AN, PH, John Scott, Max, MK, PL, GJ: eight trips, mainly banging. 

 

Additionally, Aubrey has assisted on MCG digs, and Geoff Newton and Nick Pollard found and 

commenced (in a 16½ hour trip) a dig in the Maytime Series of AGEN ALLWELD. 

 

 

******    ****** 

 

The Club has of course been as active as ever in its "tourist" caving. These cover a full range of trips, not 

easy to summarise... 
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Dig-hunting in the Croscombe area occupied Tav, Gen, PH and GJ on 27/3, looking at the old WCC HAM 

HOLE dig. Might be worth another look. On 2/4th Moodys, GJ and NP had "an excellent trip to the bottom 

of EASTWATER'S Primrose Pot; while Maurice Hewins and Ian Timmson toured upper Swildons. That 

was Ian’s first trip - 30 years after Maurice first ventured down the place! - and GB CAVERN & CUCKOO 

CLEEVES were the venues for Aidan,, Jim, Sue, Bev, Nigel and Tony. Next day some of last party visited 

SWILDONS TWO. 

 

Meanwhile Rob & Helen Harper (BEC) and Malc Foyle had visited OFD (Cwm Dwr - Top Waterfall - Top 

Ent.). This was next visited, on a Craven PC Meet, By Steve Pickersgill, Ric & Pat Halliwell, Dave & Jan 

Hoggarth and Tony Whitehouse (the only CPC-only member of the group), to OFD I on the Friday, then 

restricted by high water to the OFD II on the Saturday (2/4). This Welsh meet continued with AGEN 

ALLWELD (to Choke 3), then OFD II to I. 

 

4/4 - 9/4. Same five then came to Mendip: SWILDONS (2, and Blue Pencil, plus photographing Barnes' 

Loop); GB CAVERN; ST. CUTHBERT'S SWALLET (Pulpit - Sump 2 - Wire Rift); TWIN Ts (digging); 

LONGWOOD (to start of Reynold's Rift, August Hole too wet for return that way). Plus an MRO alert 

which had them plus Prew, Fred Davies, Jim Hanwell and J-Rat "chauffeured to and from the Hunters' in 

Jerry's police van". This interrupted the annual "MRO Insurance Dinner" at Upper Pitts. 

 

At the time, NG was in Ireland (sep. report); Jeff Price and M. Pumell and Murray Knapp found 

RESEVOIR HOLE very impressive. 10/4 GJ, Dave Pike, DF, MK reclined in the Upper Pitts sofa and 

sipped Earl Grey tea whilst watching the BEC dig BOWERY CORNER SWALLET (by no means the first 

time that sofa has been taken on trips: it's even been to the Dales...); and JR, NG plus two prospectives (now 

members), Sue and Bev, enjoyed SWILDONS FOUR. 

3l/3 - 10/4. Large group visited SNOWDONIA and the LAKE DISTRICT. Tav, Gen, PH, MF, Fi Lewis, 

Keith & Roz Fielder, Gordon Kaye, Lynne Crockart, Gary Smith, Maggie McPherson, Andy and Ann 

Yeoman. Visited LLANRYCHWYN SLATE CAVERNS - fine, large chamber lit by numerous entrances. 

Walked around Snowdon Horseshoe and up Tryfan. 

 

In the Lakes, walked up Scafell Pike from Langdale and down to Wastwater 

 

Then to the Dales: YORDAS CAVE, IBBETH PERIL CAVE (very fine) DOUK GILL CAVE. Latter is 

flood overflow for Brants Gill and the resurgence for all Fountains Fell and part of Penyghent: huge 

potential here; we will try pushing the end (Tav writes). 

 

Whilst in Wales, Gordon & Lynne's tent was raided. Gary slipped and fell on a footpath, fracturing his knee 

and incapacitating him for four weeks. Thanks are due to Gary & Maggie for their hospitality in the Lakes. 

 

Jeff P., Jim R and Mark Purnell "found everything" they "were looking for" in SINGING RIVER MINE; 

with NP, GJ, MF, Tav and Jim Moon they held a magnificent 7 hour, 4½ mile trip in OFD (CwmDwr - One 

streamway - Top Waterfall - Top Entrance). First trip in the cave for the two Jims, GJ and The Apprentice 

(Mark). GJ, GN, Tav, NP, Keith & Roz +2 toured Box Mines; GJ and NP thank John Beauchamp, of MCG, 

for a very enjoyable trip in UPPER FLOOD SWALLET. 

 

SWILDONS: Ian, Bev and Sue toured upper series, as did Scotty in the company of his works supervisor 

and 6 others; AN, PH, GJ and MK blew up bits of Muddy Sump and Rolling Thunder digs. 

 

HUNTERS' HOLE: NP, M.PALFREY (SBSS), evening trip on 26/4. 

 

April was seen out by Phil Hendy, Sam and Ewan (guests) touring GB CAVERN; James Eaton and Snablet 

(BEC) visiting Cenotaph Aven (EASTWATER) and Jim Rands saying "Yuck!" in NORTH HILL 

SWALLET. Rich Websell, MF, Tav, Bob Pyke, Mark -?, Jim Moon examined the Far North area of 

DAN-YR-OGOF. Two, possibly unclimbed avens in the Left Hand Series, and the end of the Right Hand 

Series, seem worth further investigation. 
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2/3. CLYDACH GORGE. GJ, NP, Tav, Mike Hearn (MEG). Intention to visit OGOFs CAPEL & 

CLOGWYN, ELM HOLE and SHAKESPEARE'S CAVE were largely thwarted by high water. 

 

May to July saw 12 SWILDONS trips. JM, DA, JR, MK to Two, photographing Barnes' Loop. Mark 

Madden, Kev Clarke, A. Greenwood saw Nine and Lonely Aven, Pirate Chamber and Two on a Fig-of-8 

trip. NG and Kevin -? found Sidcot Dig deeply sumped; MK +3 (including novices) went to Two, 

subsequently the Round Trip (little water and few people in cave). Derek & Keith Sanderson, and Terry 

Waller saw NW Stream Passage (they were to have gone to Reservoir Hole). GJ led MK on Murray's first 

plunge through Sumps 2 and 3, taking with them new weights for Sump 2. (Line replaced by MK and ML 

soon after, on 3/7). Tony Nagle and Andy Milner (guest) were elated at finally navigating the Round Trip 

on the 7th attempt - they'd "got lost" on the previous tries, ending up in Fault Chamber! NP logged "a small 

tourist trip for something to do". A week later he and Snablet went to Shatter Chamber and Passchendaele, 

and Bat Dig, currently being dug by Snablet,, and Tom. Describing their trip to the Double Pots as the "Last 

of the Summer Wind trip", Mike D-York, JM, S Simms, J. Palphrey, R. Williams and J. Clayton 'noticed 

the bottom of the Forty is filling with rubble". (Rolling Thunder dig spoil -Ed.). 

 

Other Mendip trips logged were: BONE HOLE, LONGWOOD AUGUST, GB, ST CUTHBERTS (Jan & 

Dave Hoggarth fortuitously found room on a trip with another club also visiting Mendip). BATTERY 

SWALLET (AN making the earth move, chemically, for the MCG diggers). Alison Moody led MK, Mark 

Madden and some WSG members on an extensive ST CUTHBERTS tour, GJ & John Beauchamp 

investigated a mineshaft - somewhere - blocked with rubbish 38ft down. GJ accompanied John Watson to 

his dig in MANOR FARM SWALLET. (BEC) 

 

Away fixtures this year included a goodly helping of SRT training trips in the Dales, preparing for the 

Gouffre Berger. At Spring Bank Holiday w/e, about 20 WCC and CPC members dangled around SELL 

GILL HOLE, LITTLE HULL POT, ROWTEN POT, BULL POT, and JINGLING HOLE. As a change 

from srt trips, one of the most-attended Club meets for some time was GINGLING HOLE, in which most 

went as far as the magnificent straws and helictites of Fools' Paradise. An excellent weekend. 

 

Dunc Frew reported a smaller turn-out for the last couple of trips before the Berger. Wades / Flood Entrance 

to GAPING GILL Main Chamber was rigged by Paul Norman, Uncle Ric & Auntie Pat Halliwell, and 

Steve Pick.; de-rigged by Maggie "the Flame-Queen" in mini pea-green oversuit, with PH, DF, JE. 

Insufficient personnel for Stream Passage Pot exchange. 

 

The same weekend, an attempted ALUM POT / DICCAN exchange did not quite work: "... Bob had packed 

the wrong rope - beautiful traverse line, very short descent, good job he'd put a knot in it". 

 

Interestingly, relatively short trips like the first few listed here, were found to excellent training grounds for 

the far-deeper Berger, not for building up stamina for lots of prusiking, but because they pack lots of 

rebelays etc. into a short space. 

 

14-15/5. Dowsing becomes big on Mendip. Tony Blick and Gary Smith, plus loads of 'apprentices'. 

Empirical study at Bowery Comer, Hunters' Hole, Welsh's Green, Eastwater, Charterhouse and Warren 

Farm; all systems Tony is unfamiliar with. ... all we have to do is prove him right, i.e., get digging! -D.F. 

 

11/6. N. Wales. Tav and MCG to OGOF HESP ALYN: bit of fun route finding, but pleasantly surprised to 

find it large, not tight and horrible. Quick run round POACHERS CAVE. Perfect weather. Thanks, MCG. 

 -Tav. 

 

19/6. OTTER HOLE. JP, Ken Dawe, JM, DA, Tav, Mark Purnell: fine ramble round a magnificent cave. 

Ken and Mark on their first visit to the extension, were suitably impressed. -Tav. 

 

7/8. WOOKEY HOLE. Nick Pollard, Dave Pike, Pete Bolt, Pete Brook, Trebor, Sebastian Prince. First 

cave dive for me. Everyone in through resurgence to One, then out. Very enjoyable dive. -N.P. 
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Thanks for the above to Ron Bury, who explains in a covering latter that he "discovered" it in a journal: 

don't know which, but the reverse indicates some sort of trade mag. Ron goes on to say the cartoon speaks 

for itself, and asks "does it mean a certain caving club is the oldest in the world" or does it refer to "an 

equally decrepit bunch occupying the same site as the current decrepit bunch - if you see what I mean." ? 

 

After thanking my editorship, and hoping to visit Mendip fairly soon, Ron says he will see if anything of an 

Alpine holiday with Clive Westlake will be worth an article, adding of his trip: "the only thing that springs 

to mind at the moment is the technique I developed for leaping into crevasses with alarming regularity". 

 

-NG. 

 

 

"RESTORING" QUARRIES WITH H.E. 

 

The Department of the Environment have awarded a £194,000 grant to a Manchester Polytechnic team 

developing a scheme for "landscaping" disused quarries by blasting. Headed by Dr. Peter Gagen and Dr. 

John Gunn, the five-year project is investigating the technique to imitate rapidly what natural erosion would 

take many, many years to produce: landslip features, scree, etc., which can be further improved by careful 

planting. Presently working in Peak District quarries, the team intend to extend their field trials into other 

limestone areas,' including the Yorkshire Dales and Mendip Hills. 

 

 -reported, 'The Guardian' 1st July 1988. 

 

 Article submitted by Pete Cousins. 
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This came from a New Zealand club journal (NZSS's?). Sorry we can't give a proper reference: the artwork 

was a photocopy someone put on the HQ notice-board. So to whoever first published it, thank you anyway! 

 

HUT DISEASE 
 

Hut Disease is a rather curious but little documented affliction. It manifests itself when a caver, out for a 

weekend with friends, goes to considerable lengths to avoid going caving. Unfortunately it is all too 

common - indeed it is often embarrassingly ‘close to home’ as it strikes most cavers at some time or 

another. 

 

The onset of Hut Disease is rarely predictable as there are few early warning symptoms. Nevertheless, to 

the shrewd observer, one such may be observed prior to retiring for the night. A possible victim is indicated 

if the setting of an alarm clock causes him (or her) undue distress. This is because the affliction is generally 

characterised by lethargy. It becomes particularly evident when, after the victim is first awoken the 

following morning he is still seen to be prone after the rest of the party is up and about. If further attempts to 

rouse him are met with verbal violence and phrases like 'go away' (or words to that affect) then the 

diagnosis of Hut Disease is certain. By sleeping in, of course, the victim expects to be excused from caving 

for the day. 

 

As an innovation it may be noticed that after a short time the victim gets up of his own accord. This is the 

insidiousness of Hut Disease as he may then be assumed to be 'cured' by the party leader who is therefore 

put off his guard. However, this is the stage at which the affliction may take on one of its rarer but 

nonetheless unmistakeable forms. For instance the victim may be seen to be taking an inordinately long 

time over his breakfast. Now it is acknowledged that the cooking of porridge is a fairly specialised art 

requiring considerable attention to detail - especially if it is to be made to the right consistency and without 

lumps. However, the victim takes full advantage of this and whilst the rest of the party is ready to head off 

for their cave he is still assiduously preparing porridge 'as it should be prepared'. 

 

There are many variations to the above theme but they all result in the victim eventually declaring in a tone 

of great personal sacrifice ‘oh well, you chaps better go on without me’. 

 

It is not known what induces the onset of Hut-Disease but it is generally agreed that the cause lies deep 

within the personality of the victim. It is suspected that a temporary over active instinct of self preservation 

may be involved. However, whatever the cause the disease is known to be highly contagious. The victim 

must be isolated from other-members of the party lest they too fall prey to its debilitating effects. Instances 

are known where a whole party so affected has indulged in what is euphemistically called a 'rest day'. 

 

Prevention is better than the cure and an astute party leader can in some cases pre-empt the onset of Hut 

Disease by handing out cups of tea first thing in the morning. In this way if bribery doesn't succeed, then 

Nature may well force the likely victim to get up. 

 

If the above technique fails, every endeavour should still be made to revive the victim from his lethargy. 

This is for his sake as well as for the rest of the party. Should he be left to recuperate in his own time then he 

will suffer as an after affect both grief and remorse at having been confined to the hut, or worse still his bed 

for most of the morning if not for the whole day. 

 

 

 

SOLUTION to last edition’s RIDDLE: LONGWOOD-AUGUST. 


