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Vol.18 No.207  December 1985 

E D I T O R I A L  
 

I decided not to growl at the over-enthusiastic speleopolitician in this Editorial: there's a fair amount of 

"office" in this Journal anyway. It is early the new Club year, it is time for celebrating the Summer (was it 

Summer?) expedition, the dig breakthrough or that "classic" trip you've long promised yourself, or 

whatever - and it is the festive season. 

 

Actually, dig breakthroughs seem to have been in short supply this year, in terms of major finds at any 

rate, though places have been yielding little by little. Looking back over 1985, Cuthberts Three stayed 

hidden, the top sump in Wookey remains inviolate and Swildons Hole is still pretending to be played out. 

The BEC found some passage in Swildons Two, and Watergate, I am told, provides an amusing link from 

Four up to the Fault Chamber area - otherwise it's a case of "carry on digging". 

 

Which last contrivance leads me to remark that if this year's Christmas telly is up to usual standard, you 

can switch it off, crack another nut or two, pour another sherry or three (hic) and do the Prize Crossword 

contained in this edition. With that, a Happy Christmas and All The Best for the New Year. 

 

CLUB NEWS 
 

MARRIAGE 

 

Best Wishes from the Club to 

Paul Hadfield and Juliet Walsh. 

 

FRANK. FROST AWARD 1985 

 

Was won this year by NICK HAWKES, for his "Cave Hunting In The Arctic Circle" (WCC Jour. 18 202 

pp10-15). 

 

For the benefit of newer members, who may not be fully aware of the award, it was instituted in memory 

of Frank Frost, who had been Club President for many years, and is a monetary prize to the writer of the 

best Journal contribution published in that Club year. To enter, write a Journal article: Judging is on the 

basis of both literary style (highly readable) and on content. 

 

CAVE PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 

 

The Committee has announced a Photographic Competition, the Closing Date of which will be August 

31st 1986. 

 

Entries to a maximum of THREE in each category: Monochrome, Colour Print, Slide. Photographs to be 

the work of Wessex members only. Cash Prizes: £5. For full details, see page 147. 

 

CAVE LEADERS etc. 

 

The following are W.C.C. leaders for:- 

Dan-yr-Ogof: Rich Websell, Chris Milne, Ian Jepson. 

Ogof Ffynnon Ddu: Ian Jepson, Richard Kenney, Mike O'Connor, Carl Pickstone, Don Thomson. 

Agen Allweld key and permits are held by Jeff Price (Caving Secretary). 

Charterhouse Cave (leaders Jeff Price, Nigel Graham) now has a visitors' book, kept in the blockhouse. 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

 

Full Membership £13.00. Joint Membership £16.50. 
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Subscriptions are made payable to Wessex Cave Club, and sent directly to the Treasurer, Dianne Walker 

(address on title page, or via Upper Pitts). (This alteration, from the previous system of the Assistant 

Secretary collecting subscriptions, simplifies administration and results from the overhauling of 

procedures, carried out by Julie Bolt and Dianne.) 

 

FOOD BOXES 

 

Must be clearly marked with the owner's name BY JANUARY 31st 1986. Unclaimed, unpaid-for boxes 

after that date are likely to be opened and emptied for re-allocation. 

 

DOOR KEYS, UPPER PITTS. 

 

These have now been changed. £5 deposit: contact Pete Hann (Sales). 

 

SALES 

 

Enamel car badges are now available at £4.25 each. The Sales Officer also has a few s/h cap 

lamp/cable/battery top assemblies at £10 each. 

 

WORKING WEEKEND 

 

Provisionally 1/2 March 1986. It is worth mentioning that though these weekends provide a concentrated 

effort, there are always small repairs, maintenance tasks etc. to be done at Upper Pitts. If you can put in 

any work at any time, it will be much appreciated: after all the Hut is your H.Q. If you see something 

wrong you do not feel able to put right yourself, especially if it affects safety or security (e.g. an electrical 

fault) don't hesitate to advise the Hut Warden or a Committee member of the matter. 

 

A light has been installed in the front porch, with a time switch giving enough duration to unlock or lock 

the front door at night. 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

 

The Wessex Cave Club welcomes the following new members:- 

 

Paul Ernest Morris. Orchard House, Lower Langford, nr Bristol, Avon BS18 7HU. 

Nicholas Piers Dunmur. 23 Endcliffe Grove Avenue, Sheffield S10 3EJ. 

John Neville Cordingley. "Woodsmoor", Oldfield Avenue, Darwen, Lancashire BB3 1QY. 

Martyn David Thomas. 20 Richmond Road, Leytonstone, London E11 4BA. 

Robert John Vaughan. 8 Broadmoor Road, Crowthorne, Berkshire. 

 

REGIONAL NOTES 
 

M E N D I P  

 

UPPER FLOOD SWALLET has yielded some 500ft of finely-decorated streamway to the Mendip 

Caving Group (work continues in various leads). Access will be by M.C.G. leader. Work has resumed in 

WARREN FARM SWALLET following the archaeological survey: "From The Log" details the finding 

of the continuation below the floor of the first chamber, while a gate (airtight to please the stal.) has been 

fitted. 

 

On the political side, the Club was well represented at the most recent C.S.C.C. meeting (16 November 

85 - at Upper Pitts), when discussion of the replacement of Whernside Manor's services led to the 

Meeting being in favour of investigating Non-Destructive Rope Testing equipment, based on Mendip, 

and the possibilities of regionally-based courses (e.g. S.R.T., surveying), with C.S.C.C. liaison. C.S.C.C. 
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is not happy with some of the caves listed for novice training - including Swildons Hole - by Somerset 

Local Education Authority. The L.E.A. want to continue their schools caving scheme independently, 

though C.S.C.C. may have an ex-officio watchdog role. 

 

The Meeting was concerned at the proposal put to the B.C.A. Executive Meeting in October that N.C.A. 

investigate the replacement of the present federal system with a single national body. This proposal was 

the work of Dick Willis and Jenny Potts, and it was first raised at the B.C.R.A. Conference in September. 

From Paul Ramsden's Report*of the October N.C.A meeting, it appears to fulfill two functions: merge 

B.C.R.A. and N.C.A., and give individuals the opportunity to raise matters of national interest directly, 

though the proposed body would have not only individual membership but also club membership and 

area committees to deal with access (as B.M.C.). C.S.C.C.'s worry is that such a body would be likely to 

take away grass-roots power, giving ultimate, total power to the Executive. Also, a case would be made 

for a permanent, paid secretariat and C.S.C.C. is concerned that very little money would reach the clubs. 

(The C.S.C.C. Treasurer is finding out what Sports Council grant money is available for what purposes. 

Wessex opposes such grant aids on the grounds that this moves away from the hitherto-independent spirit 

shown by C.S.C.C.). 

 
* Report to C.N.C.C. 

 

The following Mendip access matters were dealt with by the C.S.C.C. Meeting: notes from the minutes:- 

 

FAIRY CAVE QUARRY. Cerberus has so far failed to re-negotiate access to Shatter or Withyhill Caves. 

The planning application by Hobbs Quarries to turn Shatter into a show-cave is still in progress, and "a 

caver" has surveyed the cave as part of a feasibility study which may include an access tunnel driven into 

Diesel Chamber to allow the Hobbs family to inspect the cave. C.S.S. and Nature Conservancy Council 

want certain restrictions imposed on the scheme, and N.C.C. are to discuss the matter with Mendip 

District Council. Access is unlikely to be granted to Withyhill, but the other caves may be visited as 

before. 

 

BROWN'S FOLLY MINE area has been bought by Avon Wildlife Trust: the present access arrangements 

(negotiated with Sir Charles Hobhouse) still apply. New gates and locks are to be provided by A.W.T., 

who will supply keys to S.C.C. Ltd. shareholding clubs. 

 

LAMB LEER The land has been bought by Mr. Burdge. Please call at the farm (trip fees payable) 

(Beaconsfield Farm). 

 

SINGING RIVER MINE shaft is fenced, and on land now owned by local residents. Same access: gate 

MUST be kept LOCKED - or the shaft may be filled in. 

 

SLUDGE PIT. C.S.C.C. were informed that the concrete pipes for the entrance would be delivered on 

November 23rd., and that cement etc. to about £50 value would be needed. It was thought that this could 

come from member clubs if a Sports Council grant application failed: W.C.C. opposed the latter, saying a 

subvention should be raised among member clubs. W.C.C. offered storage for a stock of pipes to be held 

for future needs, and the meeting agreed a maximum of £100 be spent on them. 

 

NORTH 

 

CASTERTON FELL ACCESS (Pippikin Pot, Lancaster Hole, EaseGill Caverns). Council of Northern 

Caving Clubs are currently engaged in access negotiations involving details of the routes which must be 

used, and certain times when a section of these paths will be closed. (More direct routes are to be used for 

rescue purposes only). No doubt the final details will be available in due course, and must be observed. 

(Information: C.N.C.C. Minutes 18 October 1985) 
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DEZAIKO 
 

A SHORT HISTORY 

 

Paul Hadfield 

 

Our initial probes into the Karst area North of the McGregor River in North-Eastern British Columbia 

have already been documented in this Journal, although at the time we had no inkling of the magnitude of 

the task we had imposed upon ourselves. 

 

The first trips were to the newly-discovered FANG CAVE some three kilometres South of the suspension 

bridge, and it was from the hills above that cave one very wet day that John Pollack and I first looked out 

over the enormous expanse of karst scenery to the North. There followed, after much beer drinking, soul 

searching and wallet checking, a flight in a fixed-wing aircraft over an area of about 3400 square miles 

which revealed to us an immense region of karst topography that obviously extended even further than 

our wallets could fly us. 

 

This was the impetus that founded the "Pacific Rim International Cave and Karst Society" and launched 

us into a long-term exploratory phase, which is now current, and will be for many years to come. 

 

As a result of our overflight we decided to concentrate on the area bounded by the Gleason Creek / 

Hedrick Creek drainages. Thousands of road kilometres and a few tens of kilometres on foot through the 

bush of the Interior Cedar and Hemlock Zone later, convinced us that our preliminary observations and 

conclusions were indeed confirmed and our optimism justified. We succeeded in establishing without 

doubt that we had an area of substantial underground drainage in cavernous limestones. The enormous 

rising in the headwaters of Gleason Creek and the overflow passages we entered, combined with the 

dramatic sinks and resurgences we had seen from the air, spurred us on. 

 

In the Summer of 1983 we persuaded a group of our friends from Canada, the United States and England 

to put their hard-earned dollars into our somewhat sweaty palms, and we organised a helicopter lift of 

cavers into a promising area of the high country above the principal drainages. 

 

The weather was perfect, the karst was there in abundance (and so were the Grizzlies!), but it seemed the 

caves were not. Every lead died out and our enthusiasm waned. However, two days before our planned 

lift-out, we hit "pay dirt". A fly camp had been established near a high col several miles from the base 

camp, under the principal aegis of Chas Yonge, and it was from this forward base that word came of a 

going cave. On the final day, the cave, nicknamed THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN HORROR SHOW, had 

reached a depth of about 400ft with a length of around 1000ft and was still going. The trip broke up in 

high hopes of further discoveries and future trips into the area. 

 

1984, however, found few people able or willing to undertake the expense and trouble of the journey to 

Dezaiko, and a planned helicopter lift in had to be cancelled. This setback however was the cause of the 

discovery of BLUEBELL CAVE, an enormous resurgence passage on the slopes of Hedrick Creek, which 

unfortunately sumped after only 700ft of stupendous passage. 

 

This left us, "The Pacific Rim International Cave and Karst Society", after three years or so of slogging 

through the bush, at something of an impasse. Namely, an enormous caving area with tremendous 

potential, but no way of getting cavers into it. 

 

The supplies of Canadian ale took another beating whilst John and I tried to figure out the solution. It 

turned out to involve writing a begging letter, carefully concealed in technical jargon, to the Royal 

Canadian Geographical Society. The consequence was that we were provided with funding which 

essentially covered the cost of the helicopter lift, thus removing the biggest obstacle – finance - that most 

cavers perceived. 
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The team in 1985 consisted of a number of new recruits ("I’ll come! Take me! Take me!"), garnered as a 

result of our newly-acquired sponsorship, without however denying places to any of those in the original 

'83 group who had taken the initial risk. On this occasion the trip was scheduled for mid-September in the 

hope that lower water levels would be encountered, and to fit in with my work schedule! 

 

In contrast to our visit of two years ago, the weather was appalling and during the first night two tents 

were destroyed by wind gusting over the col. Conditions never substantially improved except for short 

periods, consequently all trips had to suffer. In addition to the problems of the cave was a journey over 

high and exposed terrain of about 90 minutes in each direction, in generally foul conditions, often at 

night. So arduous were the trips, the cave proving to be continuously technical, cold and wet, that no one 

person managed to achieve trips on successive days. 

 

Our principal focus, naturally, was set on bottoming this exceptional hole; however a number of side trips 

took place that found yet more leads that must be followed up. One in particular, named GLACIER 

SINK, pursued with particular enthusiasm by Messrs. Hadfield, Jepson and Pollack together with Miss 

Walsh, provided somewhat chilly and noisy entertainment for a number of trips. The far point, eventually 

reached by Walsh, proved to be in an abandoned oxbow of generous proportions where the way on, 

though draughting, was blocked by a constriction. 

 

DEZAIKO CAVE was pushed to a conclusion at around -840ft (to be confirmed by resolution of survey 

notes), some three days before we were due to be lifted out by helicopter. Taking into consideration all 

the factors involved, principally the inclement weather and loss of radio contact, it was decided that 

Barton, Pollack and myself should attempt to walk out along the Gleason Creek drainage to get the 

‘chopper’ in as early as possible to evacuate the camp. 

 

I will not burden the reader at this point with an account of the hike out; suffice it to say that the terrain, 

weather and darkness combined to make it an outing to remember (or to forget, depending on your point 

of view). Thankfully we were able to make the journey successfully, and the helicopter got in under 

clouded skies the next day to lift out the camp. 

 

Reconnaissance trips flown at the beginning and end of the trip have provided us with yet more major 

leads that we shall have to follow up in the coming years. These include large abandoned entrances (60ft 

by 60ft) and major sinks on high alpine plateaux. 

 

The final major objective of the 1985 trip was to dive the Bluebell sump. To this end, the 'chopper' had 

ferried diving gear to a site on Hedrick Creek some 40 minutes carry from the entrance. On the day 

following lift-out, Barton, Hadfield, Jepson and Walsh hiked back into the bush, picked up the gear and 

portaged it to the Bluebell entrance. 

 

After a short initial exploratory dive, Barton returned to base, buckled on his big tank and went for it. 

Some thirty minutes later he was back with the news. Three short underwater sections, the longest around 

40ft, in a passage where it was necessary to swim for about 300ft led to a point where he could exit the 

water and de-kit. 

 

Large, high and wide rift passage with a silent river flowing over the floor led onwards. He continued for 

about a further 300ft until one of his lights began giving problems. At this point he decided to return to 

base, although the passage gave every indication of continuing. 

 

To finally wind up the trip the following day, Jepson and Pollack hiked once more up the Hendrick Creek 

drainage to a resurgence spotted from the helicopter. Once again, open passage was entered only to sump 

after a short distance. 

 

The Northern Rockies continue to yield cave, albeit in wild and difficult country, leaving one wishing for 



 

130 

 

a Hunters' Lodge at the foot of every mountain. 

 

************** 

 

ADDENDA 

 

A report on the 1985 Dezaiko Expedition is being submitted to the Royal Canadian Geographical 

Society, and another report will be appearing in the "Canadian Caver". 

 

The "Pacific Rim International Cave & Karst Society" was formed in 1982 along the same lines 

as the famous - or infamous - "Black Maggot Caving Group", with similar speleological 

objectives centred in the Karst of the Northern Rockies, and with similar membership criteria. 

 

************** 

 

THE "DEZAIKO" m.s. was chased Eastwards across the Atlantic Ocean by the following Letter 

To The Editor: 

 

Smithers, 

British Columbia,  

Canada. 

Dear Sir, 

 

We would like to convey our sincere thanks to all those members who in various ways sent us 

their good wishes on the occasion of our wedding here in British Columbia. 

 

It behoves us to mention that, marriage apart, the priorities are still being observed in that the 

ceremony took place after this year's caving trip to Dezaiko. 

 

Yours in caving, 

Paul Hadfield  

Juliet Walsh. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

AGM &  

ANNUAL 

DINNER 

18 

OCTOBER 

1986 
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In January 1985 we decided that the Pippikin/Top Sink through-

trip presented a worthy challenge. We spent many Friday 

evenings filling in some of the bits we didn't know, such as the 

Earby Series and Top Sink itself. When the weekend of the 

Craven Top Sink meet arrived in July we hoped we were ready. 

 

We into Lancaster Hole on the Friday night to put a rope on 

Maple Leaf pitch in the Earby Series. Eight am Sunday saw us 

getting changed at Bull Pot Farm. Ric Halliwell, Paul Norman 

and Roy Garner were starting first by abseiling through Pippikin. 

Ric had only done it uphill before on a whistle-stop tour with 

Keith Sanderson. Paul and Roy had never done it before! They 

literally abseiled down the pitches with the guide-book in one 

hand but very soon arrived at the Hall of the Ten, which was familiar to all as they had visited it before 

via Link Pot. They had estimated two hours to go through Pippikin to the Link Pot entrance pitch, so 

about 10 o'clock I set off for Link Pot entrance. They had already left a rope down this pitch as an 

emergency way out in case anything went wrong at this end of the trip. I abseiled down, removed my 

SRT kit and sat down to await their arrival. I had to wait just over an hour; it had taken them nearly three 

hours to reach me. 

 

We had a Mars Bar between us and set off towards Echo Aven. There are good bolts at the pitch head, 

and we soon had the rope rigged and all descended. This rope was left to be collected at the same time as 

the rope on Link pot. We continued into the unknown - none of us had visited this bit before. As 

expected, the route finding was not difficult and a few quick glances at the survey encouraged us. 

Suddenly we were at the bottom of the rope we had left on the Friday night and the tricky bits were done. 

 

Now we had to move as quickly as we could to get out of Top Sink before the Craven Parties so we could 

avoid having to de-tackle Top Sink. The high-level route from Earby Series to Stop Pot was very hot. We 

were wearing wetsuits, mainly for the crawl from Pippikin but also because the ladders in Top Sink are 

wet. Our glasses kept steaming up and there is no water in the top passages. We carried drinking-water 

with us, and also some mineral replacement crystals to mix with it. We expected to become dehydrated 

and we wanted to try the crystals for use in the Gouffre Berger. They proved very good and quenched 

thirst much better than plain water would have done. Eventually we climbed down into the stream but you 

are not in it for long: soon we were climbing up into Easter Grotto, on into Nagasaki and past Rock of 

Ages, into bits of cave that I hadn't been in before. Then just as I thought we were out except for the 

pitches we had to traverse round a hole. By now I had been underground for about five hours and been 

caving non-stop. I have to confess to being grateful for a lifeline round the drop. The others, of course, 

had been going for three hours longer than me. 

 

We got to the bottom of Walrus Pitch, and it looked wet. That didn't matter there at the bottom of the 

ladder was the marker left by the Craven party: they were still in the cave so we could leave the tackle in. 

We almost flew up the ladders. As our last man came up Walrus the first of the other party arrived - they 

were as disappointed because they had to detackle as we were happy. We emerged at last very tired but 

very satisfied. It had taken 9½ hours from Pippikin to Top Sinks: we hadn't been lost once: we felt ready 

to take on the Berger, which was to be the next caving trip for Ric, Paul and myself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A CLASSIC 
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THROUGH 

 

TRIP 

 
PAT HALLIWELL 
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MEMORIES OF THE  

GOUFFRE BERGER 1985 
GEOFF NEWTON 

 

THE JOURNEY 
 

The springs on Keith Fielder's LandRover inverting before loading was complete. 

 

Honking up the ale poured in on the ferry crossing, at a service station outside Calais. 

 

Sleeping on the ground at the picnic area by an autoroute service station. 

 

Immense golden fields of sunflowers in bloom by the side of the autoroute. 

 

Chateaux and vineyards. 

 

Gradually shedding clothes as we drove South into the sun. 

 

Changing a Land/Rover wheel in 4 minutes including unpacking the trailer. (You've done that before, haven't you, 

Keith.) 

 

Going up the road to La Moliere with a cliff rising on the left, a sheer drop to the valley on the right, and a 

kamikaze French driver approaching dead ahead. 

 

THE CAMP 

 
Alpine pasture: a carpet of grass and wild flowers. 

 

Alpine cattle: with Ding-Dong-Bells at the front end and cow-pats coming from the rear end - mostly onto our 

tents. 

 

A perfectly natural toilet: the area of wooded clints next to the camp. 

 

Immense views over the Alps to Mont Blanc in the far distance. 

 

Bonfires in the evening: bottles of wine and beer passing round: Nick Marachov letting off magnesium flares. 

 

Sunburn. 

 

Two continuous days of rain with snow overnight. 

 

Trying to find the camp at midnight in low cloud and rain: staggering back from the car park with no lights and a 

skinfull of ale. Help! 

 

THE CAVE 
 

The memorials and flowers by the entrance shaft to those unlucky enough to perish in the cave. 

 

The entrance series, like a big friendly Yorkshire pot: every move and bolt becoming familiar in the course of five 

trips. 

 

The rickety, historic platform of branches over Ruiz, the fine first underground pitch. 

 

The Meanders: a right pain when carrying tackle. 

 

Rigging Aldo's shaft: straddling precariously over 160ft of nothing. 

 

Emerging from the entrance series into the immensity of the Grand Gallery: a new dimension in caving for us. 
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The treadmill of the Great Rubble Heap: with boulders the size of houses. 

 

The Hall of the Thirteen. 

 

''Endless" walking through forests of stalagmites over calcite slopes from Camp 1 to the canals. 

 

The freak of the "Enormous Cascade". 

 

The Canals: "endless" traversing on dodgy ropes over deep water. Great sport. 

 

The horizontal prusik over the Cascade Pool. 

 

The infamous loose scaffold pole at the head of the splendid Claudine's pitch. 

 

The black vastness of the Grand Canyon: going up or down this via the right-hand wall ramp is the nearest thing to 

mountain-climbing underground. 

 

The Grand Cascade (where the rope rubbed through to the core in two places!), with water belting past your face 

into a huge pool a long way beneath. 

 

The Baignoir: offering the choice of a ducking or the only real crawl en route to the bottom. 

 

A feeling of insecurity on the Little Monkey traverse. 

 

Hurricane: where the river pours down into a huge shaft with a lake at the bottom. 

-crawling along the ledge to the belay. 

-the rope twanging on the way up. 

-the permanent gale at the foot of the pitch. 

 

The magnificent remote streamway down to the sumps. 

 

The atmospheric spot where the large "Inlet 1000" pours out from a hole in the wall. 

 

The historic divers' camp: with one of Ken Pearce's old bottles still there. 

 

A long swim in the Pseudosyphon. 

 

Imagined flood pulses. 

 

The final chamber and Sump One. The entrance seems quite a long way away. 

 

Writing my name in the mud on the wall. 

 

A pleasant feeling when the flood-prone bits are past. 

 

Feeling knackered on the calcite slopes. 

 

Stepping over bodies at Camp 1. 

 

Feeling surprisingly fresh going up Aldo's. 

 

Furry 'Cousin' rope. 

 

The stagger up the hill through the woods in the dark to a welcome "pit". 

 

The main stream in flood: it's a new cave. 

 

Wading Lake Cadoux up to our necks on a ledge round the right-hand wall. 
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Having to move the Little General ladder back to where we originally hung it; to avoid a raging torrent. 

 

Overloaded with tackle and rubbish cleared from Camp 1. 

 

Ferrying the loads on the Eldon's dinghy across Lake Cadoux. 

 

Taking the last bolt out at midnight on our last day. 

 

THE PEOPLE 

 
(With apologies to those who would like to have been mentioned, and to those who rather would not have been.) 

 

Those whom we never met, but who in the course of the last thirty years put in the bolts and anchors, and made 

things easier by writing up their experiences for those who followed. 

 

The organisers: in particular, Tim Large, Stuart McManus and Phil Romford, and the hard work they put in. 

 

Tim - sick with flue and responsibility. 

 

Tim and Phil - waiting at the entrance on the final evening, relieved when we were all safely out. 

 

Bob Pike and Ken Dawes (the oldest, at 52) proving you don't have to be young to get to the bottom. 

 

Dave Turner, the telephone man: underground every day and proving that putting in a lot of work does not prevent 

you from reaching the bottom. 

 

Richard Acton putting a lot of work underground despite severe bruising and bad blisters. 

 

Richard Acton and Duncan Frew bottoming the cave twice. The second time was a 16½ hour entrance to entrance 

trip including detackling to Camp 2 (more than two days a man). 

 

Tony Jarrett visiting the sump for the second time in ten years and seeing his name still in the mud on the wall. 

 

Pete Glanvill, whose pills just got him to the bottom and out again, but failed to do as well for Doug Adams. 

 

All the people who manned the entrance tent and fed us a variety of beverages when we emerged; tea, coffee, apple 

juice, beer, even brandy! 

 

Bob Lewis, to whom it meant so much, 

- lying in siege at Camp 1, cadging fags from passers-by. 

- hauling tackle endlessly on the last day, 

- overcome with emotion at achieving his ambition. 

 

As for myself: I went expecting to play a minor role, take a few photographs and have a tourist trip. Instead, the 

cave took me over and I ended up on two long rigging / carrying trips, one bottoming trip and two long de-rigging / 

carrying trips. 

 

Finally those who failed to reach the bottom: they are already planning to return next year and finish the job. 

 

The Berger is that sort of cave. 
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Letters to the Editor 
 

Memories of Hywel Murrell, and early digs. 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

I was recently asked by the Chairman what I knew about Hywel Murrell. I didn't know him well, and 

wasn't on the Committee until Frank Frost took over, so didn't have much to do with him. My little 

"group" were very independent: we made our own ladders etc., and didn't do much "Club Trip" caving, 

except leading Initiation caving (as a duty). 

 

I remember (with Norman Paddock) meeting Hywel somewhere on Mendip, and his urging us to join the 

Wessex. He was in a red sports car - a bit of a "special" - after a digging session at Cow Hole. He had 

found the dead cow still very much in evidence, and had put banger in to get rid of it: result, car splattered 

with very smelly bits of cow. 

 

I'm very grateful indeed for the Journal, which I read with great Interest - and great respect for the sheer 

guts of the current caving fraternity. 

 

The dig at Hillgrove interested me and, if it hadn't been for the removal from Croscombe and the vast 

amount to be done here, I'd have wandered over for a look. Following in Baker's footsteps, I dug there for 

a long time, and went down about 100ft - no doubt a record. It was supposed to be a Club dig, but no 

others turned up. We eventually got fed up with it: it just seemed to go on going down, like a well, with 

no sign of anything interesting impending. 

 

There are two little niggles arising from the Journal. The Review of Howard Kenney's Diary (I wish I'd 

kept one!) implies that the top of Dolphin Pot was lying open for all to see. It wasn't. We had to move 

quite a few boulders to explore it. And Pwll Dwfn wasn't a Wessex dig, any more than the unfruitful 

years spent on the great Waen Fignen Felen Swallet dig were "Wessex". These are trivial matters, unless 

you're a stickler for historical accuracy. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

Paul Dolphin. 

 

(...& a third "little Niggle" edits it! Ha - got that in before you! - Ed.) 

 

 

National Caving Association Conservation Questionnaire. 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

1985 is Cave Conservation Year, and when the Committee was recently asked if the Club would allow 

circulation of a conservation questionnaire with the Journal, it readily agreed, even if November seemed a 

little late to be doing so. After all, one of the constitutional aims of the Wessex is to promote the 

conservation and preservation of caves. 

 

At that time, the questionnaire was unseen, but recently several of the Committee, and other cavers, some 

Wessex, some not, saw and read the questionnaire in detail. As a result, it was decided not to circulate the 

sheet with the Journal. 

 

Many of the questions were considered to be emotive, subjective or downright insulting, e.g. "Do you 

know what is meant by the term SSSI?"," Do you know that most of our major caves are SSSI?". (You do 

after reading the question!) 
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Whilst not denying that many if not most of our caves are deteriorating as a result of deliberate damage or 

negligence, it was felt that the whole questionnaire was biased, with many leading questions begging the 

respondent to make a case for further gating of caves and imposition of access restrictions - maybe even 

the purchase of caves by national bodies. 

 

Each cave should be dealt with on its own merits, and the Wessex has a firm commitment to cave 

conservation, but also to facilitate access to bona-fide cavers. It is not an easy balance to strike, and the 

questionnaire will undoubtably provide support for those who wish to gate and control access (or deny it!) 

to as many caves as possible. Their motives are sometimes suspect: the Wessex will not help them in their 

aim, although it will of course continue to give active, practical support to ensuring the preservation of 

certain caves, mainly new discoveries, where a reasonable balance can be achieved to allow as many 

genuine cavers as possible to enjoy them. 

 

 Phil Hendy. 

 

Editor’s comments: 

 

I cannot tell a lie - ’twas I who was initially approached, as Editor, with the request that the Wessex 

distribute our share of these forms. I informed the Committee of this, but I forgot to take a copy to the 

meeting and the specimen copy which had been at Upper Pitts, on the notice-board, had disappeared. In 

fact, I did not wholly approve of the survey myself, but I did undertake to enclose a copy of the 

questionnaire with the Journal, with a note to draw members' attention to it, but with no Editorial opinion 

expressed at this state. This last point was a matter of Editorial integrity: I thought it unfair to comment 

on the survey until it was completed and published, and indeed that generally still stands, partly because I 

may not only write on the subject for this Journal, but may also do so for wider publication. 

 

The subsequent decision by quite a number of Club members not to take part in distributing the 

questionnaires was awkward for me, but I agreed to their request after a few days' very careful thought. 

As a matter of courtesy, I informed Graham Price (for N.C.A.) of the Club’s decision. The main question 

I faced - and chose to face alone - was whether or not the Club’s decision could be seen as compromising 

my independence and integrity as Journal Editor (the note at the foot of the title page means what it says). 

I decided it did not do so: these forms are N.C.A., not Wessex, in origin, so do not in fact come under my 

jurisdiction at all. The N.C.A. are only asking clubs to act as postmen for the C.&A. Officer’s work. Had 

this survey been concocted (and it IS a concoction!) by a Wessex member for Wessex members only, 

then that would have been a different matter: I would have sent the forms out - though again, only as an 

independent agent. 

 

Frankly, I agree with Phil's letter, personally: I found it almost impossible to answer many of the 

(multiple-choice and place-in-order) questions sensibly, while some questions are totally irrelevant to 

conservation (Age? Gender? Difficulty of trips? Do you use a wetsuit? Do you use SRT? - no other 

choices offered for the last two, just "yes" or "no".). My opinion, however, is not relevant to the point 

under discussion, which is, Should the Club, via its Journal distribution, send out controversial N.C.A. 

Questionnaires? If so, does the Club run the risk of being apparently connected with them (it is not, of 

course)? This questionnaire angered a lot of people by its tone, hence Phil’s letter. Perhaps the N.C.A. 

should find better ways of asking cavers' opinions than by badly-worded questionnaires which offend 

club members and embarrass club editors. 

 

Considering my earlier remarks, why have I commented on the survey after all? Simple: I'm not 

distributing it, so I am now free to do so. - Ed.) 
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Minutes of the 1985 Annual General Meeting of the Wessex Cave Club, held at the Hunters 

Lodge Inn, Priddy on Saturday October 19th 1985 at £.45 p.m. 

 

38 Members attended 

 

1. President’s Address 

 

Luke said he was glad to see everyone again and that he would hand straight over to the 

Chairman. 

 

2. Apologies for absence 

 

Apologies were received from: - 

 

A. J. S. MacMi1lan 

T. Reynolds 

J. Jones 

R. Warman 

M. G. Simmons 

B. Prewer 

P. Whybro 

A. J. Bennett 

J. Cordingly 

G. Tudgay 

R. Kenny 

J. Moon 

J. Beckett 

 

3. Election of Chairman 

 

Phil Hendy was proposed, seconded and accepted to chair the meeting 

 

4. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 

 

Having enjoyed the celebrations and nostalgia of our 50th anniversary last year, 1985 could 

have been an anti-climax. This was not so, and things carried on as normal. New discoveries 

were rare, but this is the rule rather than the exception, but plenty of caving was done, 

including the B.E.C’s trip to the Berger, which was joined by Wessex, as well as members 

from other clubs. 

 

It’s nice to see you all here today - the real business of the clay takes place later tonight, of 

course. I hope you will see that the Club is on a firm footing, in terms of both enthusiasm 

and finance, for the next 50 years. There are a few motions to be discussed later, please 

consider them carefully, so that you may guide next years Committee in attending to your 

needs and wishes. 1985 was a sad year in that we lost both Atty and Oliver Lloyd, both 

great contributors to the Club in their own highly individualistic ways. I will say no more 

and get on with this meeting. 

 

5. Minutes of the 1984 A.G.M. 

 

The minutes were taken as read, proposed and seconded.  

 

6. Matters arising from the Minutes 

 

Accounts - Phil said that the accounts were now available and would be discussed later in 

the meeting. 
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Frank Frost Photo Collection - Phil Davies asked what was happening with the 

photographs.Phi1 Hendy said there was a difficulty compiling and logging the photos as 

some have proved not to be taken by Frank and there is an uncertainty as to where some of 

them are taken, but he would keep on with them during the next year. 

 

7. Reports of the Officers for 1985/86 

 

The reports from the handbook were taken as read, proposed and seconded. Jim Hanwell 

gave a vote of thanks to Committee members for supplying the reports. 

 

8. Discussion of these Reports 

 

Editors Report - Steve Gough congratulated Nigel on doing a fine job, especially keeping up 

with Northern caving politics.  

 

This was the total feeling of the meeting. Jim Hanwell asked about the updating of the 

Handbook, this is to be undertaken with any alterations of the rules which may occur. 

 

Tackle Report - Pete Hann asked about difference in the quantities of ladders. Dave said it 

was an amount that had been withdrawn from service plus the ones that have been stolen. 

All the items that were stolen are marked, some hopefully may be returned and that a tighter 

control can again be kept. 

 

Hut Admin. Report - Luke asked if was possible to think of a professional hut warden. It 

was thought the cost would be prohibitive. Kev Clarke asked if any provisions have been 

made for a drying area in the new extension. There will be a heated rail fitted in the 

changing area. A general discussion over the times that a duty hut warden should be there 

was had, it was decided that the hut warden should make arrangements for others to cover 

for him where possible and could contact local members if he has leave early on the 

Sunday. The laying of concrete in the drive was also discussed, which was left to the 

committee to decide whether to pay to have put down if the funds are available. 

 

9. Treasurer’s Report 

 

This report was taken as read, proposed and seconded. 

 

10. Auditor's Report 

 

Tim is satisfied that the accounts are now up to date, and would recommend a transfer from 

the current account to the hut sinking fund. 

 

11. Discussion of these Reports 

 

The accounts for three years were accepted, proposed and seconded. Phil said he would like 

to thank Dianne and Tim for sorting out the books and having all the figures to date. It was 

agreed to transfer £1383 into the hut fund. Aubrey ask the use of the hut fund. This is to 

keep an amount of money to one side in case of major repairs are needed on the hut and 

earn interest in a deposit account. The money for new building work will probably be taken 

from the current account. 

 



 

139 

 

Phil Davies asked if there was a way of finding out from the hut fees the ratio of guests to 

members using the hut. This was thought to be a very difficult task and involve Dianne in a 

great deal of paperwork. Mike Dewdney-York said the limit on the visiting guests seemed 

to be a fair number and very few complaints have been received. 

 

Dianne said there would be no amount in suspence as appears on the balance sheet, next 

year. As this was unallocated amounts carried forward from the previous years accounts. 

Thanks were given to Pete Hann for an excellent sales drive which has helped the finances 

increase greatly. Thanks were given to Julie Bolt for helping keep subscriptions arid 

membership under control. Keith Fielder asked if the food stores could be increased. This is 

to be left to Wally Willcocks as a private venture. Maurice Hewins reported that the Survey 

Sales were doing well and that Bryan Ellis is trying to revive the old Survey Scheme. He 

thought this may be a good idea and there is a possibility of extending the number of 

different surveys. 

 

12. Trustees Report 

 

Phil Davies gave apologies for Don and Richard.He said the hut looked to be in good 

condition and worked out it was booked for approximately 2000 nights during the year. 

They were all quite happy with its usage. 

This was seconded by Jim Hanwell. 

The trustees were thanked for their report. 

 

13. Motions for Discussion 

 

Motion 1 

 

 

 

Motion 2 

 

 

 

 

 

Motion 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motion 4 

 

The subscriptions for the year 1985/86 be £13.00 for members and £16.50 

for joint members. Proposed - Mike Dewdney-York. 

This motion was carried - 29 for, 0 against,7 abstentions. 

 

This motion was altered to read:- 

Should any officers of the committee still not be appointed by the A.G.M., 

that ordinary committee posts be opened, bringing the committee numbers 

back up to the strength it has had in the past. Proposed - Dave Morrison 

This motion was carried - 30 for, 0 against, 2 abstentions. 

 

Joint members serving together on the same committee may vote 

individually, as representatives of the Club. This shall apply only to 

committee meetings and not general meetings. 

Proposed - Pete Hann 

A vote was taken - 14 for, 14 against, 7 abstentions. 

The Chairman had the casting vote and decided to keep the rules as they are, 

but for the next committee to look at the status of joint membership and 

whether alterations should be made. 

 

The Sales Officer is made a committee post and not co-opted or ordinary 

committee member. 

Proposed - Pete Hann 

This motion was carried - Unanimous. 
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The above motions constituted a change to Rule 5, which will now read: - 

 

That the affairs of the Club shall be conducted by a committee, which shall consist of a 

Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Gear Curator, Assistant Secretary, Caving Secretary, 

Editor, H.Q. Warden, H.Q. Administration Officer, Sales Officer and two other members. In 

the event of an Officer not being elected by the A.G.M., an ordinary committee member 

may be elected to bring the committee numbers back up to its normal strength. These 

officers shall retire annually and be eligible for re-election. These posts are honorary and 

must be filled by full members of the Club. The Committee shall fill any casual vacancies. 

The Committee may appoint any member of the Club, whether they be a Committee 

member or not, to carry out any duties that the Committee consider necessary. 

 

The Honorary Secretary of any proper constituted group within the Club shall be eligible to 

attend a Committee meeting in any ex-officio capacity, and may nominate a substitute to 

attend any meeting which he cannot attend personally. 

 

Committee Officers shall each provide a written report to the Annual Genera1 Meeting. 

 

An Honorary Auditor shall be appointed each year at the Annual General Meeting. 

 

14. Election of Officers and Committee for 1985/6 

 

 

15. Election of Hon. Auditor 

 

Tim Reynolds has offered to stand, prop. D. Walker sec. S. Gough 

 

A vote was taken - unanimous 

 

President 

 

Vice Presidents 

 

L. Devenish 

 

N. Casteret 

Rev. C. Cul1ingford 

Sir John Wedgwood 

Paul Dolphin 

 

 

 

   

Chairman P.G. Hendy prop. M. D-York sec. P. Hann 

Secretary R. Drake prop. J. Bolt sec. P. Hendy 

Asst.Secretary M. Dewney-York prop. J. Price sec. B. Hansford 

Treasurer Dianne Walker prop. J.R. Felstead sec. L. Hendy 

Editor N. Graham prop. J.R. Felstead sec. P. Hendy 

Caving Sec. J. Price prop. M. D-York sec. R. Drake 

Gear Curator D. Morrison prop. J.R. Felstead sec. P. Hendy 

Sales Officer P. Hann prop. D.Walker sec. D. Morrison 

Ordinary J. Rands prop. N. Graham sec. M. D-York 

Committee P. Watts. prop. J. Price sec. P. Hann 

Members N. Marochov prop. J. Rands sec. M. Buckley 

 J. Moon prop. D. Adams sec. R. Drake 
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16. Any Other Business 

 

Phil thanked the work done by the outgoing committee members. 

 

The meeting closed at 6. 15p.m. 

 

R. Drake Hon. Sec. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**********              ********               ********** 

 

The Annual Dinner was held at the Star Hotel, Wells, and was generally held to have been very 

good, although the size and shape of the room meant that at times it was difficult for those at the 

far end to hear the speeches. Guest of Honour was Mr. P. Brown, the first Manager of Wookey 

Hole Show Cave and himself a caver who had assisted on many of the early Mendip cave dives. 

He is now an Honorary Member of the Wessex Cave Club. 
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REPORT: HUT ADMINISTRATION OFFICER 

 

During the Club Year 1984 / 85 the following essential maintenance was carried out: 

 

Some fire extinguishers were renewed. 

Electrical light fittings in the kitchen were replaced. 

Locks and fittings have been purchased, to fitted in the near future. 

To preserve heat, it was agreed a porch should be built at the front door. This was completed in December 

1984. 

Payment for the main alterations to the extension, completed in 1983/4, Club Year, were paid for in the 

1984/5 Club Year. (£1716.40) 

 

Further projects are underway: 

 

Replacement and fixing of new fire bricks in the lounge grate, to be carried out by Mike Cooper. 

 

Plans are awaited for a new fire escape / passage to the extension, then this can go ahead. At the same 

time, the dormer window leak (diagnosed by a roofing contractor as wind-blown water under a batten) 

will be corrected. 

 

Replacement of the rotted barge board, painting of the sound barge board and replacement of the Hut 

guttering is in hand. 

 

Shuttering has been purchased in order to concrete the drive. This was due to have been done three weeks 

before the A.G.M., but not enough people were available to help so the project was postponed. Perhaps 

the A.G.M. could set a date for this to occur and volunteer labour? 

 

On completion of the above projects, as funds become available, it is proposed that the flooring of the 

extension / changing area be undertaken. Approx. £3000 is needed to bring the extension into use: the 

floor, showers and a run from the central heating system. 

 

Two further maintenance projects need consideration in 1985/6: 

 

A minimum of £500 will be necessary to replace the septic tank drainage pipework. 

 

Also a solution must be found for the persistent leak into the wall between the ladies' dorm, and the 

extension. Several attempts have been made to remedy this over the past few years; all have failed. It is 

suggested that a section of roof be taken off and the tiles tilted and replaced at the same time as the roof is 

put on the fire escape / passage, 

 

Consideration should be given to using the accumulated Hut Sinking Fund money on a replacement 

boiler, since as the Club is aware, the present boiler is nearing the end of its life and is expensive to run. 

Also professional fire extinguisher maintenance should be considered. 

 

It is very clear that over the next, say seven years, the Club needs to maintain a £2000 p.a. capital 

expenditure to bring the building back into repair and to complete the building project. 

 

In consideration of the outlined projects income is important to maintain. Use of the Hut is a major source 

of income, and in turn dependant on the efficiency of the Hut Wardening system. In the first year 

(1983/4) of the Hut Warden Rota it worked fairly well. Subsequently this year it has worked less well, 

partly because the rota has included new members who are not fully aware of the system, and also it has 

included people pressurised to put their names forward and are thus less willing to spend the time the job 

requires. A few people 'picking up the pieces' throughout the year are the reason the Hut has remained in 

good order. 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE N.H.A.S.A. LOGBOOK  
 

MANOR FARM SWALLET 
 

E D I T E D  B Y  B R I A N  P R E W E R  Part  I  

 

(Publishing Note: As both the Bristol Exploration Club and the Wessex Cave Club were well represented 

on the Manor Farm Swallet dig, Brian Prewer wishes this paper to be published by both Clubs.) 

 

PREAMBLE 

 "Digging teams come and digging teams go, NHASA goes on forever". 

 

For over twenty-five years a group of diggers, with no particular allegiance to any one caving club, has 

carried on digging activities at many different sites scattered over Mendip. Where did it all start and what 

claims to fame do they have now, in 1985? 

 

Although N.H.A.S.A., the North Hill Association for Spelaeological Advancement, took its name from 

the North Hill Swallet dig, started in 1965, in fact its roots go back to 1959 at Priddy Green Sink, where a 

few enthusiasts, some of whom are still digging from their bath-chairs today, spent several years trying to 

link this noisome swallet with Cowsh Aven in Swildons Four. 

 

By and large, the early years of digging at North Hill went unrecorded other than in various private 

diaries. However, in 1970, N.H.A.S.A. started its own Logbook, faithfully recording the efforts being 

carried on at several different Mendip dig sites, all being dug under the auspices of N.H.A.S.A. The 

Logbook was kept at the Hunters' Lodge, and religiously filled in each evening after digging. 

 

Before revealing the secrets so carefully recorded, it may be of interest to quote J.D. Hanwell's opening 

preamble: 

 

"North Hill Swallet is the spiritual home of N.H.A.S.A., whose spelaeological achievements are 

enshrined within the pages that follow- 

 

Si non durus esses non venises. 

 

The swallet lies close to Eastwater Farm in the 'classic' position for cavern development on Mendip; that 

being the junction of the Lower Limestone Shales and the Black Rock Limestone. Hereabouts the 

junction is determined by faults. A small stream is impounded at a nearby pond and overflows 

intermittently into the shallow depression enclosing the sink. 

 

The first sods were dug by J.D. Hanwell and M.M. Thomson on Good Friday, April 1965, with the kind 

permission of Mr. Gibbons of Eastwater Farm. Working alone, a shaft was excavated in loose fill at the 

sink until thinly-bedded shale bedrock was reached about 15ft down. Boulders were removed from a 

narrow rift to give access to a substantial rift which became impenetrable after some 25ft. The shaft was 

timbered with old doors supplied by Messrs James of Maesbury 'Emporium'. The first published record 

appeared under 'Mendip Notes' in the Wessex Cave Club Journal, Vol. 8 No. 102 p287, for July 1965. 

Thus a new chapter in the history of spelaeological endeavour on Mendip had begun. 

 

'From tiny acorns mighty oaks do grow'. 

 

Joined by that great sage of the post-war caving scene on Mendip, W.I. Stanton, and the irrepressible F.J. 

Davies - both late of Street - the dig was re-organised. A new shaft was dug over the main rift. 

Throughout 1966 the four toiled at this task, often several times a week, and slowly attracted a nucleus of 

helpers who were to become the founders of N.H.A.S.A. 
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Although not without their critics, willing to concoct vain theories about small water percolation tubes, 

the intrepid men of N.H.A.S.A. have demonstrated to the caving world the unquestionable value of 

persistence and determination. " 

 

Several interesting discoveries were made by these persistent digging activities during the 1970s which 

were recorded in the Logbook, these included the Cowsh Aven Series in Swildons, Cuckoo Cleeves and 

Rhino Rift. The major discovery of the ’70s was of course Manor Farm Swallet. N.H.A.S.A. started 

digging there after vacating Double Back Swallet near Hillgrove. The initial work on Manor Farm had 

been done by the U.B.S.S., who had blasted a superb shaft and tunnel to arrive at the bottom of the 1968 

Flood Entrance Chamber. The U.B.S.S. had abandoned their dig in the right-hand passage and 

N.H.A.S.A. chose to start digging the mud from the left-hand passage, after suitably ensuring that the old 

rusting blue Bedford van, thrown in the '68 entrance by the farmer, did not follow them down the 

passage! 

 

The following extracts, from the N.H.A.S.A. Logbook, suitably edited and corrected in places, is a record 

of the digging and subsequent discovery of Manor Farm Swallet. 

 

The initials of nearly all the individuals involved in the digging have been recorded except where new 

faces have appeared, and then their full names have been recorded. Certain individuals were accorded 

nicknames: a few of these have been left in. 

 

MANOR FARM SWALLET 
 

1st March 1972. 

J.D. Hanwell, M.M. Thomson, R. West and M. Barton inspected swallet. U.B.S.S. have done a lot of 

blasting out of solid. 

 

 
 

10th May 1972. 

Work started despite late start due to high-level negotiations with farmer. Site cleared ready for major 

attack on face. 

BEP. 

 

17th May 72. 

Work continued down non-U.B.S.8. dig. Face 4ft x 3ft, fill sand. 

 MMT. 

 

24th May 72. 

Started installing railway and fixed ladder in shaft. R. Whitaker (RW), R. Emery, Albert Francis (Alb), 

John Miell, Roger ?, MMT, D. Causer, R. West (RMW), and JDH. 

 JDH. 

 

31st May 72. 

Continued digging and laying railway track. Ladder-rigging party got first bolt in. JDH, F.J. Davies, DC, 

RMW, RE, P. Rose, MMT. 

MMT. 

(To be continued) 
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PRIZE CROSSWORD 

 
ACROSS 

 

1. Toned cellar red - but how to get down to it? (8,6) 

10. Blue coal - but usually paired and pink, and often pressed. (3) 

11. Pie or loaf to live in. (7) 

15. Winter evening alternative to caving? (1,1) 

16. Sheep acquired dragon's home. (4) 

17. Near underground river? Hardly! (4) 

18. Room heater exercises franchise. (5) 

19. Pop fan appreciates cave probes. (4) 

21. The Wessex and the B.E.C. had one, though they lost both. (7,4) 

22. Alaskan town might produce famous submariner. (4) 

23. Bold point to describe divided liver. (5) 

24. Go to the Pots, but no further. (4) 

26. Blusher loses way to find cave pool. (4) 

27. Gunners or papyrus boat - a 32 across. (2) 

28. Divers appoint scientifically significant place. (1.1.1., 1.1.1.1.) 

32. Only one, says the Christian. (3) 

33. Famous subterranean landmark has no more need for 1. across (5,4,5,) 

 

DOWN 

 

2. You should take this out of a cave -and we hope it isn't yours. (6) 

3. The Seven Seas - for less, we'd administer access. (1,1,1,) 

4. Art becomes unpleasant scavenger. (4) 

5. Can change to speak for cavers. (1,1,1) 

6. Adam never found it bitter. (3) 

7. May I dent rock? In another form I’ll shatter it. (8) 

8. Loud sound. (4) 

9. Holy man has spring and cave to look after the blind. (2,7) 
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12. Charles' persecutor? In diving gear, alas no more. (6,5) 

13. Irish disturbances join place of pagan worship to rector's home. (3,8) 

14. Ringwraiths - no, celestial cowboys. (5,6) 

20. Flockmaster initially who breathed deeply to pass one and find two.(8,1) 

21. Spill cruet and mop up. Contents are associated with chips. (8) 

25. G.I. cart - it's very sad. (6) 

26. No need to go to Mexico to find this void - it's on Mendip. (4) 

28. Argentina won't do this for me (because I’m British?). (3) 

29. Noteless Welsh cave might be slimy part of G.B. (3) 

30. Singular method of descending caves. (1,1,1) 

31. "Here" cries the Frenchman, "I make 7 down". ( 1 , 1 , 1 )  

 

Send your answers to the Editor (home address, see front page) no later than January 31st. 1986. Mark the 

envelope "CROSSWORD". The first all-correct solution opened will win a small prize. Answers in the 

next edition. Usual competition rules apply. 

 

To avoid damaging your Journal, list the answers on a separate sheet. 

 

CA V E PHOTOGRA PHIC  C OMPETITION  
 

Full Rules 

 

1. There will be three categories, 

a) Transparency 

b) Black & White Print 

c) Colour Print. 

 

2. A maximum of three entries per category is allowed (so entrants may submit a total of nine entries). 

 

3. A category will be void if less than FIVE competitors enter. No prize will be awarded in a void 

category. 

 

4. The work should obviously on caving. 

 

5. The work must be that of the entrant, who must be a Wessex Cave Club member (assistants, to hold 

flashguns, etc., are allowed). 

 

6. Any size of print is allowed, although generally 8" x 10" is the best. Prints would be easier to handle 

if card-mounted. Transparencies should preferably be mounted. 

 

7. Closing date for entries is August 31st 1986. Winners will be announced at the A.G.M. Prize: £5 in 

each category. 

 

8. All entries will be returned (unless otherwise advised by the entrant). Copyright will be that of the 

entrant, although Wessex Cave Club reserves the right to produce and display copies of the winning 

prints, and of a print of the winning slide. 

 

Entry is free: deliver or post entries to Upper Pitts, enclosing your name and address with your work. 

 

Nick Marochov (for the Committee). 

 

 

 

 



 

150 

 

FROM THE LOG 
 

Charterhouse Cave 
 

6 October. Pete Hann, Julie Bolt. Poking about in boulders above end dig; looks horrible. Attempted a 

squeeze that only Alison had been through but gave up as the boulder moved in and out with my 

breathing; it also holds up most of the roof. 
 

27 October. P.H., Merv Ingram, Aubrey Newport, Graham Johnson. Playing with the boulders in the end 

dig. 
 

30 October. Petes Hann & Moody. To remove an offending boulder, then over to Warren Farm. 
 

17 November. P.H., Nigel Graham. Replacing fresh air under very large, loose rocks with cement and 

rocks. 
 

Eastwater Cavern 
 

WEST END SERIES 
 

21 September. P.M., Duncan Frew. Went to try and sort out the duck below Lolly Pot, but found that 

although a tiny stream was flowing the thing was sumped back 20ft plus. 
 

28 September, Geoff Newton. Leisurely ferret around upper passages looking for worthwhile leads to 

push. Still more to look at: watch this space! 
 

Palmer’s Cave 
 

20 September. Pete & Alison Moody. 
 

21 September. P.M., N.G. 
 

22 September. P. & A. M., D.F., Richard Hyde, Simon Burgam. Good clearing session pulling all the 

debris back to the surface: the heap is getting rather high. 
 

25 September. P. & A. M. Palmer's (again!). 
 

27 September. Palmer's. Pete. 
 

6 October. A.M., D.P., Paul Weston. Yet again! General mutiny after a couple of hours. Met Nigel 

coming across the field to help just after we had called it a day - definitely sensible timing on his part. 

 A.M. 
 

9 October. P. & A.M. A guess where we went on the 11th as well! 
 

23 October. P. & A.M. We were having withdrawal symptoms. 
 

27 October. A.M., D.P., G.N. Cleared debris from the end. 
 

Warren Farm Swallet 
 

5 October. P. & A.M., D.F., G.N. Quick look to see what's involved in digging out lowest part of 

chamber. We opened out a crawl under a boulder but any real work will have to wait until we can get 

Bruce Levington (the archaeologist) down. Going back up the entrance rift, Alison dropped 5ft crowbar. 

Duncan, at the bottom, only escaped being impaled by a very quick side-step over the rope. Then to 

Palmer's to continue opening terminal rift. 
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12 October. P. & A.M. Bruce couldn’t make it this weekend but didn't object to the idea of us digging 

anyway provided we didn't run into lots of bones. Digging out rocks from under the stal good progress 

was made until we began to undermine a rather unstable mass of boulders. In the end we started a new 

hole further back. The way down is tighter but looks quite good and is considerably safer. 
 

13 October. P. & A.M. Succeeded in opening up the hole and had a 15ft ladder pitch under some 

horrendous hanging deaths. Below, we got into quite a pretty, wide bedding chamber, the furthest part 

about 100ft from the ladder. Meanwhile Glyn Bolt, P.H., Keith Fielder and N.G. laboured away fixing the 

gate on. 
 

19 October. P. & A.M., G.N., Pete Watts. Thoroughly - and carefully - explored the bedding chamber. 

Basically the chamber is on two levels with many interconnecting points. The upper part is larger and 

more open with some large mud slides. The lower; clean-washed, scalloped but involving much crawling 

between boulders. The whole chamber pinches down in the Southern corner and has clearly sumped up in 

the "recent" past. The way on is a low muddy crawl requiring digging. 
 

20 October. P. & A.M., D.F., G.N. Bruce Levington had a quick look around noting bones of: human, 

stoat, chicken, red deer, pole cat, hare, pig, etc. Skeleton found in lower chamber was identified as small 

dog, no older than 2000 years. Bruce will be going back for more detailed investigation. 

   Same four diggers on:- 
 

26 October. Geoff and Pete to bottom dig where about 8ft progress was m made along a low bedding 

before we were stopped by a constriction. Meanwhile Duncan and Alison continued wall building further 

up the chamber. Same four diggers plus P.H. on:- 
 

27 October. While work on the entrance went on, Duncan and Pete went on quick trip to the end to try to 

open up the bedding in the dig. 
 

2 November. Tourist trip for Glyn Bolt and Rich Witcombe, then G.N., D.F., P. & A.M. continued 

digging end choke. Made about 5ft progress but having done rather a lot of 'rabbitting' the next trip will 

have to be spent opening the crawl out. 
 

3 November. G.N., D.F. Two hours mixing cement and finishing off bottom of gate, and brief visitation 

to the lower reaches. A pleasant day in the sun once we had convinced the Smalls (the landowners) 

nothing untoward was happening. 
 

9 November. P. & A.M., G.N. Long session spent opening the dig right out. Really quite comfortable at 

the end, not so further back where the stacking of spoil has made things almost constricted. 
 

10 November. P.M., G.N., Chris & Annie Milne. Tourist trip, then stal washing and photography. 

 

Swildons Hole 
 

BUTCOMBE CHAMBER & EXTENSION 

10 November, Rich Warman, Aubrey Newport surveying. 
 

WATER CHAMBER DIG 

18 September. G.J., P.H., P.W., John Scott, Clive Barlow, Richard Panes An attempt to pump the dig 

with a Second World War pump, but it clogged with grit. More spoil removed with a long shovel. At the 

end of the night the water looked like brown porridge with a small air space into a small air-bell. Graham, 

being brave or stupid, ducked through but the way on is rocks cemented with calcite. 
 

25 September. G.J., P.H,, C.B., Nick Hawkes. Bailed buckets of water and liquid mud onto weege, 

lowered floor one foot, forward two feet. A calcite floor about one inch thick on coarse material at lowest 

point. Air gets very bad. 
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2 October. G.J., C.B., M.I., A.N., P.H., J.S. Dig dry so set to work quickly. Two feet of fill removed 

before the air got so bad that it was either give up digging or give up breathing. 
 

HENSLER'S DIG 

19 October. N.G. 1½ hours useful progress: encouraging signs that I'm beginning to reach far side of 

worst of stal layer in the infill. 
 

FAULT CHAMBER 

19 October. Mark - , Sean - . A lot of gardening on the 30ft ledge to enable a "safe" traverse to Severn 

Valley Series and Left Hand Series. The Severn Series avens are amazing "escalator" type. A 30ft pitch 

leads to chamber and 40ft pitch to chamber and 60ft pitch. This was more serious, and requires tackle, so 

will return. About 20ft up was alcove and chamber but again needs tackle. On way back, went up L.H. 

Series, which is very loose. Went up about 100ft and eventually pinched out. 4 hrs. 
 

ABANDON HOPE 

2 November. Ian Jepson, Gordon Wright. To survey situation in Abandon Hope. Dig badly flooded and 

large quantities of organic material entering via rift at top end of passage. Same material also appears in 

streamway at Vicarage Bend, via The Pit and Newprot's Folly. 3½ hrs I.J. 
 

BLACK HOLE AREA 

16 November. A.M., G.N., D.F., Doug Boomer. Surveying bits and pieces this side of the Hole. 

 

BOS SWALLET 
 

3 November. P. & A.M. with Mark Lumley (B.E.C.) to have a look at his dig. The cave is almost totally 

vertical and finishes in a 6 - 8ft high rift passage. Two holes in the floor can be seen to continue beyond 

tight squeezes. The far end of the rift is blocked by calcited rocks and we intend to have a go at that next 

Wednesday. Then Mark and Pete to Palmers to put another charge in. 
 

6 November. P. & A.M., Mark L. Steve Milner. Succeeded in opening up squeeze at end of rift. What 

looked on Sunday like a 5' x 2' continuation turned out to be more like 2' x 1'6" and rapidly closed down 

to another dig. The way on must be the holes in the floor. 

 

****** ************ ****** 

 

20 September. DAREN CILAU. Kev Gannon, Jeff Price, Jim Moon, Keith & Roz Fielder, Nick 

Marachov, Chris Glover, Andy - (Summerskill?), "Boris" (John Glowacki). Trip to the pretties: Antler 

Passage, Man-In-The-Roof, Urchin Oxbow, etc. 6hrs. 
 

21 September. NINE BARROWS. A.M., Richard Hyde, Simon Burgam. Trip to review digging prospects 

at the bottom. The Gordon's Dig Extension crawl has silted up a fair amount and now even tighter than it 

was before! No change at the end choke. 
 

29 September. LONGWOOD. P.W., G.N. Back to look at the site of the trundle in the Stream Gallery 

(14/9/85). A way on can now be clearly seen but another trundle will be necessary before it is safe to 

enter. 
 

30 September. NINE BARROWS, P. & A.M. Had a go at the terminal choke in Gordon's Extension. The 

end required quite a lot of digging to make it large enough to work the choke effectively. Shifted good 

amount of cobbles and mud, dumping them in the passage further back. It's now ready for digging 

onwards. Whether the whole place will turn into the most God-awful quagmire will be seen next time. 
 

27 September. LOT (FRANCE). Paul & Val Weston. Went by 750 Ducati via Chantre, Blois, Brive to the 

Lot, staying in modest hotels and Relais Routiers. Weather roasting. The GROTTE PECHE-MERLE is a 

very beautiful show-cave which has the most amazing paintings of horses, mammoth, bison and fish. 

There is a half-hour film and a good museum. 
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11 October. WALSH'S GREEN SINK DIG. G.J., N.G. Short trip to modify scaffolding over shaft and to 

assess fitting of winch. 
 

17 October. SWILDONS. Jim & Mary Rands, Andy, Denise, Alistair and Chris. Novice trip for Alistair 

and Chris, who is partially-sighted, down to Water Chamber via Dry Ways. Thoroughly enjoyed the trip.

 1½ hrs. 
 

20 October. MONKTON FARLEIGH MINE AMMUNITION DEPOT. After- Dinner tour, organised and 

led by Bob Scammell. Much of the tour covered non-show sections of this huge depot (at its peak - and it 

was overflowing - just before the Normandy Landings, it held about 12,500,000 tons of ammunition). 

Present on 3hr tour were (plus Bob):- Lynn and Phil Hendy, Julie Bolt, Brian and Sheila Pitman, Mark 

Madden, Kev Clarke, Pete Hann, Aubrey and Carol Newport with their young son Damien, Al Taylor, 

Barry and Marion Wilkinson, Nigel Graham. 
 

2 November. W.C.C. Bonfire Party. Pyro technician: Robin Gray. 
 

2 November. GOATCHURCH. Jim Moon plus 5 novice trip. I had occasion to speak sternly to a young 

man bringing nine student friends into the cave. He had a light and helmet - no-one else had, nor 

boots/wellies or suitable clothes. It's the first time I've seen this: what a twerp! 
 

12 November. Verne Prison, Portland. N.G. gave a slide-show on caving to a few inmates. (They were 

intrigued by a rack and ascender I was briefly demonstrating on an odd end of rope: "We could do with 

some of them!" said one.) Thanks go to Pete Hann for loan of Swildons slides. 
 

16 November. FAIRY QUARRY CAVES. A. Summerskill, R. Sanders, D. Sanders, Pete -? (C.S.S.). 

Tourist trip to Red Room. Excellent cave with many fine formations. My first trip down the cave but 

would do it any time the opportunity arose. A.S. 
 

16 November. CUCKOO CLEEVES. A. Summerskill, R. Sanders, D. Sanders, Pete - , Collette - (C.S.S.). 

Trip to the bottom. Looked up many side passages but nothing seemed to go. Managed to talk a group of 

Scouts out of going with only a rope for the pitch! They didn't even have a key! 
 

19 November. Jim Moon, Chris Bradnock. Tourist trip, taking a few photos, in G.B. Lovely cave! 
 

17 November. WARREN FARM. G.N., Doug Boomer, D.F. A short tourist trip combined with an 

attempt to collect the fag ash / insect life. 

 

 

50 Years Ago: concl. from next page. 

 

From Sept. 16-28 ... G. Platten (leader), Digger Harris, Joe Bowsher, V. Wigmore, Mr. and Mrs. Bryant 

visited the Peak District. Twenty caves were explored (including) by courtesy of Derbyshire Pennine 

Club ... Nettle Pot and Oxlow Cavern. In spite of rough weather above and plenty of water below 

everyone had a good time. 

 

GOLGOTHA HOLE has been renamed BLACK COW HOLE. 
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THE INTERNATIONAL  SUMP RESCUE 

     SYMPOSIUM 1985  
J ohn  C o rd in g l e y  

 

This event, the first of its kind, was held at Francheville, near Dijon (France) at the end of October. I was 

lucky enough to be able to go to represent British cave divers, but Graham Proudlove also came along as 

an interested observer. The symposium was very well organised, with a mixture of lectures, discussions 

and practical exercises in sumps. We had a translator allocated to us and were treated very well by our 

French hosts. 

 

The main objectives for our visit were to learn as much as possible about sump rescue techniques being 

developed abroad, and also to learn about methods used in very long, deep dives which are commonplace 

on the Continent. However, I was very surprised by the very large amount of interest from the Europeans 

in my lecture on techniques (British) developed for relatively difficult conditions (cold, tight, poor vis, 

etc.). Many contacts were established with our European colleagues and I hope to return to the area in 

future, as the cave diving is superb. 

 

As Francheville is in the famous Burgundy wine producing area, even the local “six-star” is very 

palatable, which is another good reason for going back there. The convivial evening enjoyed by most of 

us on the last night (after plenty of "Encore du vin!") will stay in my memory for a long time, as they 

played an impromptu version of the Cave Rescue Game in which the last obstacle was the village duck 

pond. It convinced me that whatever their speleological achievements, cavers the world over are all as 

loopy as each other after the odd bottle of wine or three. 

 

I'll be presenting a lengthy report to the M.R.O., among other bodies. If anyone is interested in the details 

of what was learned, or if you can't wait for that, my telephone number is 0254 72368. I'd also be very 

keen to hear from cavers or divers who have visited the area themselves, and have any useful information. 

 

 

 

5 0  Y E A R S  A G O    From W.C.C. Circular No. 9 October 1935 

 

ANNUAL DINNER at 7.30. Tickets 3/6d. each ... from the Hon. Sec ... 

 

In arranging the above your Committee hope to initiate an annual social event which will be the rallying 

point of everyone interested in Wessex Caving. It is a considerable undertaking and every member is 

urged to assist in making it a success by not only coming themselves but also by bringing their wives, 

relatives and friends and contributing to a very happy party. 

Morning dress will be worn. 

 

(Was to have been on Nov.23rd: was cancelled due to lack of support! - Ed.) 

 

ACTIVITIES Four members attended the Inaugural Meeting of the British Spelaeological Association at 

Derby on July 27th. S.J. Pick and H. Murrell were elected onto the Council. 

 

The August Camp was most successful. An exploration of Cow Hole ... visits to Swildons, Stoke Lane 

and Eastwater. By the courtesy of Mr. Harry Cox a party of ten crossed to Steep Holm and explored four 

caves on the cliffs. 

 

On Sept.30 a party of London members ... at Fawkham, Kent, excavated a reputed subterranean passage 

which proved to be a dead end. 

(Cont. p 153)
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WESSEX CAVE CLUB MEMBERS LIST AT 1st NOVEMBER 1985 

 

R. Acton, The Wheatsheaf, 42, Mount Pellon, Halifax, W. Yorks. HX2 0EE. 

D. Adams, 48, Woodbridge Rd., Knowle, Bristol. 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Alder, 43, Rowlands Crescent, Solihull, W. Midlands, B91 2JE. 

Mr. & Mrs. I. Alderson, 113,Amberley Rd., Rush Hill Park, Enfield, Middx. 

T. C. Atkinson, 82, Onley Street, Norwich, Norfolk, NO12 9SE. 

G. Balcombe, 143, Newgate Street Rd.,  Goffs Oak, Waltham Cross, Herts. 

C. Barlow, 33, St. Patrick’s Rd., Yeovil, Somerset. BA21 3EX. 

R. Barratt, 3, Strand View Wa1k, Cookham, Berks. 

M. Barton, Bellfield, Leigh-on-Mendip, Bath, BA3 5QH. 

R. Barton, 51, Crantock Rd., Catford, London SE6. 

K. Baverstock, 42, Cyri1 Rd., Bournemouth, Dorset, BH8 8QD. 

J. Beckett, 22, Sandmill Drive, Harrogate, N. Yorks. HG1 4JR. 

B. Beeson, 10, Avalon Close, Orpington, Kent, BR6.9BS. 

J. Benharn, 48, Duke St., Kettering, Northants. 

A. Bennett, 36, Rownham Rd., Hotwells, Bristol. 

A. J. Bennett, 39, Marr Terrace, Ranmoor, Sheffield 10. 

C. Blake, Belmount, Priddy, Wells, Somerset. 

Mr. & Mrs. G.Bolt, 4, The Retreat, Foxcote, Radstock, Avon. 

D. Boomer, Ashcroft, Cranfield Rd., Moulsoe, Newport Pagnall, Bucks., MK16 0HB. 

R. Borrett, 15, Chandler Close, Bampton, Oxford. 

P. Brown, Moorland Cottage, Coast Rd., Berrow, Burnham-on-Sea, Som., TA8 2QR. 

Mr. & Mrs. T. Bryant, 2, Penryn, St. Michaels Rd., Minehead, Somerset, TA24 5JP. 

I. Buchanan, The Ovals, Kington, Herts. 

M. Buckley, 53, Sylvia Ave., Knowle, Bristol. 

J. Burnett, The Bungalow, l, New Ridley, Stocksfield, Northumberland. 

J. Burridge, The Smiths, High St., Ston Easton, Bath, Somerset, BA3.4OQ. 

P. Burt, 66, Roundwood Lane, Harpenden, Herts. 

R. Bury, 70, Cranberry Lane, Darwen, Lancs. 

H. Busby, 91, Hailey Rd., Witney, Oxon. OX8 5HJ. 

N. Casteret, Castel Mourlon, St. Caudens, Garrone, France. 

A. Clarke, 8,Cogsall Rd., Stockwood, Bristol. 

K. Clarke, Baggeridge Bungalow, Wellow, Bath. 

Flt. Lt. & Mrs. N. Cleave, Stream Cottage, Crudwell, Malmesbury, Wilts., SN16 9ER. 

J. Cobbett, The Pines, 4, Arundel Close, Passfield ,Liphook, Hants., GU20. 7RW. 

G. Cockburn, 421 Forest Rd., Walthamstow, London, E17 5LD. 

C. Cooke, c/o 99, Church St., Chesham, Bucks., HP5 1JD. 

H. Cooper, RSPCA Domestic Animal Centre, West Hatch, Taunton, Som., TA3 1DP. 

Dr. N. Cooper, Westover, Compton Bishop, Axbridge, Somerset. 

J. Cordingley, Woodsmoor, Oldfield Ave, Darwen, Lancs., BB3 1QY. 

Mr. & Mrs. P. Cousins, 8, Giffords Cross, Lichfield, Staffs. 

Rev. C. H. D. Cul1ingford, 41, Northgate, The Staithe, Beccles, Suffolk. 

N. Dallman, Flat 3, 65, St. Magarets Rd., Twickenham, Middlesex. 

Mr.& Mrs. B. Davies, 2, North Bank, Wookey Hole, Well, Somerset. 

F. Davies, Camp V, Withey Lane, Neighbourne, Oakhill, Som., BA3 5BQ. 

Mr. & Mrs. P. Davies, Copthalls, West Hill, Wraxall, Bristol, BS19 1PN. 

Dr. R. Davies, 7053, McCallum Street, Philadelphia, Pa 19119, U.S.A. 

K. Dawe, Glynn Hendra, Fletchers Bridge, Bodmin, Cornwall. 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Deal, 5, Longford Crescent, Bradway, Sheffield, S17 4LJ. 

A. Deas, 12, East Shrubbery, Redland, Bristol, BS6 6SX. 

M. Dewdney-York, 59, Kennington Ave., Bishopston, Bristol. 

Mr. & Mrs. L. Devenish, October House, Bradleigh Cross, Cheddar, Somerset. 

A. Dingle, 5, Queen St., Gomshal1, Guilford, Surrey, GU5 9LY. 
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A. Dixon, 6, Aberdeen Rd., Redland, Bristol, BS6 6HT. 

D. Donne1ly, 166e, Whitley Wood Rd., Reading, Berks., RG2 8LQ. 

P. Dolphin, The Lodge, Langford Lane, Langford, Bristol, BS18 7BZ. 

R. Drake, Axeover House, Yarley, Wells, Somerset, BA5 1LR. 

Dr. D. Drew, Geography Dept., Trinity College, Dublin 2, Eire. 

N. Dunmur, 23, Endcliffe, Grove Ave., Sheffield, S10 3EJ. 

W. Edwards, Little Orchard, Whitesfield Rd., Nailsea, Bristol, BS19 2DY. 

D. Evans, 9, Herbert Rd., Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset. 

Cmdr. D. & Mr. P. Farr, 42, The Ridgeway, Downend, Fareham, Hants. 

J. Felstead, Spring Cottage, Old Ditch, Westbury-sub-Mendip, Somerset. 

Mr. & Mrs. K. Fielder, 41, The Normans, Wexham Cave Estate, Slough, Bucks. 

Mr. & Mrs. R. E. Foord, 7, Cranford Drive, Hayes, Middlesex. 

C. Foster, Charity Cottage, Babington, Mells, Frome, Somerset. 

Mrs. I. Frost, 71, Hazelbury Rd., Knowle, Bristol. 

D. Frew, 6, The Greenway, Wickford, Essex, SS11 7NU. 

K. Gannon, 5, Crossman Walk, Clevedon, Avon, BS21 6YD. 

J. Garvin, 1st Batt., R.H.F. Montgomery Barracks, Berlin, W. Germany, BFPO 45. 

P. Gass, 10, Seaward Ave., Bournemouth, Hants. 

J. Glowacki, 50, Penine Way, Harlington, Middx., UB3 5LW. 

C. Glover, 17, Chapel Lane, Littleham, Exmouth, Devon. 

S. Gough, 8, Conduit Rd., Crookes, Sheffield 10. 

N. Gosden, 11, Deerhurst Close, Hanworth, Middlesex. 

K.Goverd, The Bailiffs Cottage, The Green, Compton Dando, Bristol, BS18 4LE. 

C. Graber, 301, East Forth St., Ontario, California 91764, U.S.A. 

N. Graham, 60, Williams Ave., Wyke Regis, Weymouth, Dorset, DT4 9BP. 

E. Green, Priddy Hill Cottage, Priddy, Wells, Somerset, BA5 3BR. 

Mr. & Mrs. P. Hadfield, Box 3823, Smithers, British Columbia,VDJ.2NO, Canada. 

A. Ha1e, 1, Pau1s Rd., Somerton, Somerset. 

S. Hal1, Heath Lea, 272, Mudford Rd., Yeovi1, Somerset, BA21 2NS. 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Halliwel1, 43, Murrayfield Rd., Hul1, Yorkshire. 

J. Ham, The Laurels, East Brent, Highbridge, Somerset. 

P. Hann, 3, Queens Terrace, Sherborne, Dorset. 

Mr. & Mrs. B. Hansford, 34, Fleming Rd., Weeke Estate, Winchester, Hants. 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Hanwell, Chaumbey, 50, Wells Rd., Wookey Hole, Wells. Som. 

J. Hanwel1, Little Bush Close, West Horrington, Wells, Somerset. 

M. Hardcastle, 42, Canynge Rd., Clifton, Bristol. 

P. Hart, 42, Gravel Hill, Addington, Croydon, Surrey, CR0 5BD. 

N. Hawkes, Bishops Cottage, Longlands Lane, Westbury-sub-Mendip, Som., BA5 1HP. 

Mr. & Mrs. P. Hendy, Dragon Cottage, Westholme Lane, Steanbow, Pilton, Somerset. 

A. Hensler, Gilead Balm, 12,Knighton Close, Woodford Green, Essex, TG8 0NN. 

E. Hensler, Gilead Balm, 12, Knighton Close, Woodford Green, Essex, TG8.0NN. 

Mr. & Mrs. M. Hewins, 31, Badshot Park, Badshot Lea, Farnham, Surrey. 

B. Hill, 32, Ridings Mead, Chippenham, Wilts., SN15 1PQ. 

W. Hindle, 139, Penrhyn Rd., Hunters Bar, Sheffield, S11 8UP. 

R. Hoare, 21, Flambard Ave., Christchurch, Dorset. 

Mr. & Mrs. M. Holland, 86, Maxwel1 Gardens, Orpington, Kent. 

J. Hooper, 34, Richmond Rd., Staines, Middlesex, TW18 2AB. 

I. Hunter, Dorset House, Dorset St., Blandford, Dorset. 

A. Hunt, 2, Westholm, Hampstead Garden Suburb, London NW11. 

A. Hurworth, 13, Grange View Rd., Nether Kellet, Cranforth, Lancs., LA6 1ED. 

R. K. Hyde, 68, Glebe Rd., Deanshanger, Milton Keynes, MK19 6LU. 

M. Ingram, 1, Beechwood, Yeovil, Somerset. 

P. Ibberson, 32, Broadmead, Corsham, WiIts. 

A. Jarratt, Wescott, Pelton Drove, Priddy, Wells, Somerset. 
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I. Jepson, 7, Shelley Rd., Beechen Cliff, Bath, BA2 4RJ. 

C. Johnson, 42, College Gardens, Chingford, London, E4 7LG. 

G.Johnson, 5, Dodd Ave., Wells, Somerset, BA5 3TU. 

J. Jones, 18, John St., Pricetown, Nantymoel, Glamorgan, CF32 7SU. 

A. Keen, 33, Ashford Rd., Swindon, Wilts., SN1 3NR. 

Mrs. E. Kenney, 80, St. Thomas St., Wells, Somerset. 

R. R. Kenney, Yennek, St. Mary’s Rd., Meare, Glastonbury, Somerset. 

A. Kingerlee, Hope Cottage, Bourton, Swindon, Wilts., SN6 8HZ. 

P. Lacey, 23, Old Banwel1 Rd., Weston-S-Mare, Avon. 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Lawder, 2, Rosedale Corner, Lower Camden, Chiselhurst, Kent. 

R. Lewis, 17, Oak Rd., Horfield, Bristol 7. 

A. MacCormack, 3, Hitchin Lane, Shepton Mallet, Somerset. 

R. MacGregor, 12, Douro Close, Baughurst, Basingstoke, Hants., RG26 5PG. 

A. McMi1lan, 18 Torridge Rd., Keynsham, Bristol, BS18 1QQ. 

M. Madden, 3, Telegraph Lane East, Norwich, Norfolk. 

N. Marochov, Dept. of Maths. Science & Eng.,Univ. of Surrey, Guildford. Surrey. 

J. Meill, 167, Goldcroft, Yeovi1, Somerset. 

D. Mills, 16, Blandford Close, Nailsea, Bristol, BS19 2QQ. 

Mr. & Mrs. C. Milne, 138, Sevenfields, Highworth, Swindon, Wilts., SN6 7NQ. 

Mr. & Mrs. P. Moody, Fountain Cottage, Priddy Green, Priddy, Wells, Som. 

J. Moon, 49, Sommervi1le Rd., St. Andrews, Bristol, BS7 9AD. 

P. Morris, Orchard House, Lower Langford, Bristol, BS18 7HU. 

D. Morrison, 2, Westholm, Hampstead Garden Suburb, London NW11. 

Mrs. H. Murrell, Rhyswg Fawr Farm, Cefn Rhyswg, Cymcarn, Cross Keys, Gwent. 

Mr. & Mrs. A. Newport, Bramblebank, Upper Stanton Drew, Bristol, BS18 4EG. 

G. Newton, 71, Middle Lane, Epsom, Surrey, KT17 1DP. 

P. Norman, Mellon, The Green, Hincaster, Milnthorpe, Cumbria, LA7 7ND. 

M. O’Connor, 9, Great Furlong, Alrewas, Burton-on-Trent, Staffs. 

R. Panes, 8, Fromeside Park, Downend, Bristol, BS19 2DY. 

J. Parkes, Woodcote, Wood Lane, Parkgate, Wirral, Merseyside. 

J. Penge, 23, Burlington Close, Orpington, Kent, BR6 8PP. 

Mr. & Mrs. D. Perkins, 32, Meadowsweet Rd., Creekmoor, Poole, Dorset, BH17, 7XT. 

J. Phillips, Vaymor, Cakestown Glebe, Kells, Co. Meath, Eire. 

J. Phillpott, 60, Mill Rd., Abingdon, Berks. 

Dr. R. Picknett, Sui1ven, 28, Potters Way, Laverstock, Salisbury, Wilts. 

C. Pickstone, 100, Carisbrooke Way, Cyncoed, Cardiff, Glamorgan. 

Mr. & Mrs. B. Pitman, 19, Belvoir Ave., Bottesford, Leics. 

Mr. & Mrs. L. Plant, 172, London Rd., Reading, Berks., RG1 3PA. 

B Prewer, East View, West Horrington, Wells, Somerset. 

J. Price, 18, Hurston Rd., Inns Court, Bristol, BS4 1SU. 

I. Prosser, 32, Cranbrook Rd., Redland, Bristol. 

Dr. R. Pyke, Thatch End, 38, High St., Milton Malsor, Northants., NN7 3AS. 

J. Rands, 17, Tillet Close, Stonebridge Park, London NW10. 

A Reid, 2, Sopwith Ave., Chessington, Surrey, KT9 6VA. 

Mrs. M. Reid, 54, Perimeade Rd., Perivale, Middx. 

Mr. & Mrs. T. Reynolds, 17, Elm Tree Lane, Leaven Heath, Colchester, Essex. 

R. Robinson, Chy Kernyk, Fore St., Grampound, Truro, Cornwal1. 

Dr. A. Rogers, Dept. of Physiology, The University, Bristol. 

I. Rutherford, 81,Avenue Rd., Swindon, Wilts., SN1 4DA. 

J. Rowlandson, 7, Cliff Way, Frinton-on-Sea, Essex. 

D. Sanderson, 2, Drake Close, Poulner, Ringwood, Hants. 

K. Sanderson, Heather View, Newby, Nr. Clapham, Lancs. 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Saxton, 67, Westbury Drive, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK11 8LR. 

J. Scott, 10, Hollytree Walk, Yeovi1, Somerset. 
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Mr. & Mrs. R. Scammell, Clematis Cottage, High St., Bathford, Bath, BA1 7TJ. 

Mr. & Mrs. Sealy, 46, Bekynton Ave., Wells, Somerset. 

Dr. T. Shaw, The Old Rectory, Shoscombe, Bath. BA2 8NB. 

Flt. Lt. M. Simmons, 10, Eascote Rd., Wendover Park, Aylesbury, Bucks., HP21 7XL. 

M. Spicer, 23, Jerome Way, Shipton-on-Cherwel1, Kidlington, Oxon., OX5 1ST. 

H. Stanbury, 7, Falcon Terrace, Bude, Cornwall, EX23 8LJ. 

Dr. & Mrs. W. Stanton, Kites Croft, Westbury-sub-Mendip, Wells, Som. 

R. Stewart, Brookway, School Lane, Stadhampton, Oxford, OX9. 7TR. 

A. Summerskill, 10, Joseph Ave., Northowram, Halifax, W. Yorks. 

A. Surral1, 23, Queen St., Wellington, Salop. 

P. Sutton, 52a, Nortoft Rd., Bournemouth, Hants., BH8 8PY 

A. Taylor, 28, Jennings Rd., Dulwich, London, SE22 9JU. 

J. Taylor, 53, Sandy Lane, St. Ives, Ringwood, Hants., BH24 2LE. 

J. Thomas, 13, Hale Reeds, Heath End, Farnham, Surrey. 

M. D. Thomas, 20, Richmond Rd., Leytonstone, London, E11 4BA. 

Dr. D. Thomson, Pinkacre, Leigh-on-Mendip, Bath. 

M. Thompson, Drove Cottage, Rookham, Priddy, Wells, Somerset. 

N. Truman, New Close Cottage, Ston Easton, Bath, Som., BA3 4DH. 

Mr. & Mrs. G. Tudgay, 10, Bifield Rd., Stockwood, Bristol, BS14 8TH. 

P. Underwood, Cherry Orchard, Wookey Rd., Wells. Somerset, BA5 2NA. 

Mr. & Mrs. A. Vanderplank, Holmwood Nurseries, Woodhill, Congresbury, Avon. 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Vanderplank, Windwhistle, Lampley Rd., Kingston Seymour, Avon. 

R. J. Vaughan, 8, Upper Broadmoor Rd., Crowthorne, Berks. 

J. Venn, North Hill Cottage, East Dundry Lane, East Dundry, Bristol. 

G. Villis, 30, Knightcott Gardens, Banwel1, Weston-S-Mare, Avon. 

Mr. & Mrs. D. Walker, Field Cottage, 90, Chelynch, Doulting, Shepton Mallet, Som. 

C. Wal1, 167, The Hollow, Bath, BA2 1NJ. 

T. Waller, 41, Countess Close, Merley, Wimborne, Dorset. 

A. Ward, The Bungalow, Boldridge Farm, Longnewton, Tetbury, Glos. 

R. Warman, 6, Leigh Furlong, Street, Somerset, BA16. 0LE. 

A. Watson, Penny Cottage,Wells Rd., Priddy, Wells, Somerset, BA5 3AT. 

P. Watts, 1, Fairfield Cottages, Kingsway, Wilton, Salisbury, Wilts. 

R. Websel1, 37, Wainsford Rd., Everton, Lymington, Hants. 

Sir J. H. Wedgwood, English Speaking Union, 37, Charles St., London, W1X 8AB. 

J. Westcott, 43, Garden Close, Northolt, Middlesex. 

P. Weston, 12, Sefton Park Rd., Ashley Down, Bristol, BS7 9AJ. 

R. Whitcombe, 56, Maynard Terrace, Clutton, Bristol. 

R. Whittington, 27, Lyvedon Way, Long Ashton, Bristol. 

P. Whybro, Nant-y-Glyn, Fford Isaf, Gwynfryn, Wrexham, Clwyd. 

Mr. & Mrs. W. Willcocks, 3, Westview Drive, Twyford, Reading, Berks. 

Mr.& Mrs. Willis, Flat 2, 40, Altenburg Gardens, London SW11. 

J. Wi1lman, East Croft, Luxted Rd., Downe, Orpington, Kent. 

G. Wright, 15, Churchill Crescent, Parkstone, Poole, Dorset. 

J. Wyatt, 14,Church Rd., Warsash, Southampton. 

B. Yates, 200, Green Lane, Norbury, London, SW16 3BL. 

 

If any details are incorrect please contact a committee member to correct them. 

 

STOP PRESS - STOP PRESS - STOP PRESS 

 

************************************ 

 

SWILDON’S HOLEs From now on, please pay at MANOR FARM 

(not Solomon’s Combe) Fee 20p. 
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UPPER PITTS HUT WARDEN ROSTER 1985 / 1986 

 

Dec 6 Liz Green May 16 S.Gough 

 13 M. Cooper  23 J. Glowacki 

 20   30  

 27 J. Rands Jun 6 B. Pitman 

Jan 3 S. Gough  13 D. Adams 

 10 J. Price  20 M. Thomas 

 17 D. Walker  27 R. Hyde 

 24 B. Pitman Jul 4  

 31 M. Thomas  11  

Feb 7 R. Hyde  18  

 14 B. Hansford  25  

 21 R. Drake Aug 1  

 28 D. Adams  8  

Mar 7 M. Buckley  15  

 14 N. Dunmur  22 N. Dunmur 

 21   29 J. Price 

 28  Sep 5 R. Drake 

Apr 4   12 B. Hansford 

 11   19 N. Graham 

 18   26 J. Glowacki 

 25 A. Newport Oct 3  

May 2 M. Cooper  10  

 9 K. Gannon  17 M. Dewdney-York 

 

 

Volunteers welcome for the "unclaimed." weekends: contact Bob Drake. A circular has been prepared for 

Hut Wardens' information, giving details of duties etc. Broadly the Warden's duty is to look after the 

Headquarters by ensuring it is left clean, tidy and secure, making sure people wash up after them etc. The 

Warden is also called upon to issue cave keys and Charterhouse permits (a task shared by all Committee 

members) and to book out tackle. 

 

The greater the number of individuals on the roster, the less others may need to cover three or/more 

weekends: having volunteered, please ensure you are there that weekend. If you find you will not be able 

to attend try to swap a weekend with another Warden, at any rate let others know. 

 

All dates given above are those of the FRIDAY evenings. 


