
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vol. 17 No. 192 

CONTENTS 
 

            page 

 

Editorial           11 

Club News           11 

Mendip News           12 

In The Regions          13 

Key Issues           13 

Charterhouse Cave          14 

St. George’s Cave (The Hole In The Road)    Brian Prewer  16 

Upper Pitts Progress       Phil Hendy  18 

Mendip Rescue Organisation Report by the Hon Secretary and 

     Treasurer for 1981  J.D. Hanwell  20 

Wessex Practice Rescue      Bob Drake  25 

From The Log           26 

 

 

 

CLUB OFFICERS 
 

Chairman Philip Hendy, 10 Silver St., Wells, Somerset 

Secretary Bob Drake, Axeover House, Yarley, Nr. Wells, Somerset 

Asst. Secretary Judith Vanderplank, 51 Cambridge Road, Clevedon, Avon 

Caving Secretary Jeff Price, 18 Hurston Road, Inns Court, Bristol 

Asst. Caving Sec. Keith Sanderson, 11 Pye Busk Close, High Bentham, via  Lancaster 

   (Northern caves only) 

Treasurer Jerry (Fred) Felstead, 47 Columbine Road, Widmer End, High Wycombe, Bucks. 

Gear Curator Dave Morrison, 27 Maurice Walk, London NW 11 

HQ Warden Glyn Bolt, 4 The Retreat, Foxcote, Radstock, Avon 

HQ Administration John Ham, The Laurels, East Brent, Highbridge, Som. 

Editor Al Keen, 88 Upper Albert Road, Sheffield, S8 9HT 

Sales Officer Barry Davies, 2 North Bank, Wookey Hole, Wells, Som. 

Survey Sales Maurice Hewins, 

Librarians Pete & Alison Moody 

HQ Bookings Adrian Vanderplank, 51 Cambridge Road, Clevedon, Avon 

 

 

 

(c) Wessex Cave Club 1982 Price to non-members 60p inc. P&P. 

 



 

11 

 

Made for the Wessex to our own specification. Beware of expensive 
imitations. Not seconds. Available in sizes 5 - 12 as stocked at Upper Pitts. 

Vol. 17 No. 192 

 

EDITORIAL 
 

If the last Journal was late and sparse, it was certainly not owing to any lack of activity either on Mendip 

or elsewhere. Now that the fruits of members' efforts are coming to bear, reports are coming in. 

 

After discussing the matter of the Journal, the Committee were left in no doubt that; 

a) people need to write more articles 

b) the Editor needs a kick from behind (this has been metaphorically effected, - no volunteers please). 

c) the current printing arrangements, although of good quality and value, are not necessarily suitable for 

a bi-monthly publication. 

 

Investigation has begun into alternative publication methods, and this of course is not the first time that 

this has been done. Whatever the outcome, considerable financial outlay may be involved, and volunteers 

will be needed for the graft. 

 

So please try to put up with the Club's problems (and bad times when it has them) while they last, as 

normal, if not better, service will be resumed as soon as possible. 

 

CLUB NEWS 
 

Tackle Tackle making is an unjustly unpopular excuse for not going caving. However the Club has now 

about 600' of ladder and more is on the way. 

 

Upper Pitts Progress See Phil Hendy's article in this journal. Also; 

The HQ is going to have a payphone installed! This will go in the front hall. The main reason for this, of 

course, is for communication on rescues, and for this advantage it is worth putting up with an impersonal 

contraption even if people do come to Mendip to get away from things like that. 

 

The bottom of the oil tank is very rusty and the whole tank will need replacing soon. 

 

Finance The club is to transfer some of its bank float to the Building Society where it can earn some 

interest and still remain reasonably accessible. 

 

Sales Besides our 'Wonder Boots', the Club has some PVC industrial gloves at only 30p a pair, some new 

cloth badges at £1.25, and regular lines. Available to callers at Upper Pitts. 

 

Advertisement 
* THE WESSEX WONDER BOOT * 
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1982 Annual General Meeting and Annual Dinner 

Date 16 October 

AGM Hunter's Lodge Inn at 14.00 

Dinner The Cliff Hotel, Cheddar 

 

Arrangements are still to be finalised but tickets are expected to cost about £6 a head. This will be for a 

full five course meal with roast beef as the main course. There is only one problem, the bar will be open 

until 1.00am! 

 

New Members A very special welcome to the first two members to join as under-eighteens. On being 

presented with their application forms, the Committee were embarrassed that some of them had not been 

to as many Mendip caves as they had! 

 

Nicholas Hawkes, Bishop's Cottage, Westbury-sub-Mendip 

Graham Johnstone, 5 Dodd Avenue, Wells 

 

Changes of Address 

John and Susan Deal, 5 Longford Crescent, Bradway, SHEFFIELD S17 4LJ 

Nigel Graham, 60 Williams Avenue, Wyke Regis, WEYMOUTH, Dorset DT4 9BP 

 

MENDIP NEWS 
 

Danger!? Andy Bowman of The Somerset Mines Research Group tells us that some cavers have been 

descending coal mine shafts and, in order to test for gas, have been throwing lighted paper down before 

them. He suggests that this is a dangerous practice as any gas at the bottom of the shaft will ignite and the 

resultant explosion will cause some injury to the throwers. In the case he was considering, there was 

allegedly too much gas to ignite. 

 

Following this report, Tony Jarratt said that the only explosive gases in mines are hydrogen (rarely) and 

methane. Both are lighter than air and do not accumulate in shafts, particularly one-hundred-and-fifty 

year old ones. Burning paper will detect the presence of significant amounts of carbon dioxide, which 

does collect at the bottom. A safety lamp was also taken to the site but not used because it was difficult to 

read at the end of a 90' rope. Coal mine exploration is admittedly potentially dangerous, but more so in 

horizontal workings than in open ventilated shafts. 

 

G.B. Cavern Illicit entry into G.B. via the shake hole has been a cause of concern to both the Bristol 

Water Works and CCC for some time now. Although cavers advised against it, the BWW rolled a couple 

of old cars down the shake hole, followed by a load of boulders. These are now, as expected, finding their 

way into the Gorge, though the route is effectively blocked. Plans are now in progress to make the lock on 

the blockhouse more secure, and to make it openable from the inside without a key. 

 

Lamb Leer Vandals have been chipping away at the false aragonite floor above the Main Chamber Pitch. 

This violates the agreement which CSCC has with the owners of the mineral rights, as well as destroying 

a notable feature of the cave. If anyone finds evidence of who is doing this, please report it to an officer of 

the CSCC or the Wessex. 

 

As if that were not enough, there are a lot of bolts being put in at the top of the pitch. Their safety is 

suspect and CSCC will accept no responsibility for them. A perfectly good hang for SRT ropes is possible 

from scaffolding. The CSCC regards these dubious aids as vandalism. 

 

Rhino Rift Like Lamb Leer, Rhino seems to be becoming a playground for people to practice their 

bolting. Besides the above objections, this litter is unsightly to anyone who appreciated the cave for its 

real worth, and more so to those who put no much effort into digging into it. 
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IN THE REGIONS 
 

WALES 

 

OFD II Open days for visiting the columns will be June 12 and September 4. 

No permit is required for access from top entrance, but written permission is required from the South 

Wales Cave Club. 

 

Agen Allwedd The system has been changed again, and reputable member clubs of regional councils will 

be able to apply for a key from October 1982. It is noted that there are no official fixed aids in the cave, 

and use of unauthorised aids is at the user's risk. 

 

YORKSHIRE 

 

CNCC Access Information 

 

Leck Fell and Casterton Fell Weekend dates are well booked into 1982 but midweek trips are usually 

easily available. One month's notice is required; contact Andy Hall, 342 The Green, Ecclestone, 

CHORLEY, Lancs. to book. 

Littondale Still a troubled area. Cavers are not openly welcome but permission should still be sought from 

the landowner or tenant personally. 

 

Langstrothdale Similar to Littondale 

 

Alum Pot Apply for permission at Selside Farm or The Old Reading Room, Selside. 

 

DERBYSHIRE 

 

Peak Cavern Caver access is only available during the winter months when the show cave is closed. 

Contact John Beck, Glebe Cottage, The Hillock, Eyam via Sheffield, enclosing a stamped, addressed 

envelope. 

 

KEY ISSUE 
 

A study of the cave key loan book at Upper Pitts revealed that over a period of twenty-nine weeks, the 

distribution of visits to various caves was as follows. 

 

 

As the Wessex is not the only club having keys to these caves (although it often seems like it to those 

responsible for their issue!) these figures would not be an accurate representation of the popularity of the 

gated caves on Mendip. Also, no account can be taken of illegal access. 

Cave No of keys 

issued 

%  Ave. per 

weekend 
G.B. 64 37.2 2.2 

Longwood 41 23.8 1.4 

Lamb Leer 23 13.4 0.8 

Cuckoo Cleeves 17 9.9 0.6 

Rhino Rift 8 4.7 0.3 

Singing River Mine 6 3.5 0.2 

Tynings Barrows 6 3.5 0.2 

Brown's Folly Mine 4 2.3 0.1 

Pinetree Pot 3 1.7 0.1 

 ----- ------- ---- 
Total 172 100.0 5.9 



 

14 

 

CHARTERHOUSE CAVE 
 

Log Pete Moody 

Access Phil Hendy 

Foreword Al Keen 

 

The discovery of a new system on Mendip is usually not kept secret for long. It was therefore unusual that 

when Charterhouse Cave was dug into, those involved kept convincingly quiet about it, at least to begin 

with, and refrained from jumping up and down with delight. Suspicions rose in the Wessex when, one 

Saturday morning, no less than seven members were seen to be going caving before midday! One or two 

others slid off, muttering that they had "things to do". On their return, having photographed and gated the 

cave, faces broke into grins when the facts were revealed. 

 

The following extracts from the log give an account of the discovery. 

 

18 April 1982. Pete and Alison. Read's Grotto. The top of the rift was widened by a few blows from a 

lump hammer and Pete was able to get along to the cross passage found the previous day. All ways on 

were too tight. The water went on straight ahead in a passage visible for 20-30' and looked interesting but 

would be a long term project. To the left was what appeared to be a minor inlet while to the right, beyond 

a very tight squeeze, could be seen what looked like a small boulder chamber. 

 

21 Aprill. Over to see what could be done with a decent lump hammer and chisel - answer - not much. 

 

24 April. Pete and Alison, Al Mills, Annie Lavender. Put a charge on the squeeze. Over to St. George's 

while the fumes cleared. The squeeze was still too tight so another charge was put on. Alison, Annie and 

Al went off to visit G.B. while Pete lazed on the surface. An hour or so later, Pete and Alison were 

through the squeeze. The small boulder chamber was a junction with another cross passage running 

parallel to the first, and the way on was open. Explored down as far as the terminal boulder choke and 

returned to the surface stunned by the discovery and suffering acutely from bang fumes. 

 

25 April. Pete and Alison, Chris Milne and Annie. Discovered The Citadel, a chamber 150' long x 50' 

wide x 80' high. 

 

28 April. Pete Hann, Glyn Bolt, Pete and Alison. To gate the discovery for The Bristol Water Works and 

to protect the formations. With the help of cement, rock drills, cables and generator, the gate was duly 

installed. Just as we were about to leave, two police cars screeched up, followed by what seemed to be 

half of Mendip. This was a little disturbing as we were trying to keep the discovery quiet for the time 

being. We sneaked around the depression and pretended we had just come out of G.B. It turned out that 

someone had broken an arm in falling off the climb to Devil's Elbow and that Fred and half a dozen 

others had just set off down to effect a rescue. Jim Hanwell looked a bit askance when we said that we 

had seen no sign of the goings on. Our help was not needed so while I chatted to Jim, Pete and Glyn 

sneaked our equipment at Charterhouse back to the cars. After the rescue, it became widely rumoured that 

we had a secret dig in G.B.! 

 

May. Many trips, including; 

8 May. Pete and Alison, Chris and Annie, Phil Dunk and Mark Faulkner. After taking off his boots to 

protect the formations, Chris traversed into the high level passage in Chiaroscuro. About 60' of nice 

passage was found, ending at a stal choke. It would be best if this climb were not repeated if the 

formations are to be preserved. 
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9 May. Pete and Alison, Chris and Annie. Started the survey. Alison also pushed the inlet just before The 

Wallow. A very tight bend led to 50' of well decorated passage ending at a boulder choke. Back in the 

main passage she also found what we took to be a small piece of pottery. On showing it to Phil Hendy 

afterwards, he immediately identified it as a piece of human skull! Bristol Museum now have it for 

dating. 

 

10 May. Pete, Bob Drake, Prew, Phil Chapman and Rob Palmer, Phil and Rob were to collect bugs. Just 

as I was about to descend the rift, a very large slab of rock moved and threatened to bring all else down 

around. The trip was abandoned and the rest of the evening was spent gardening the area. When we had 

finished, it wasn't too bad, but care is still needed. The large slab was dropped down the rift, to make it 

more fun. 

 

15 May. Chris and Annie, Pete and Alison, Tim Large, Gordon Wright. While the rest of us continued the 

survey, Tim and Gordon climbed to the balcony that is visible high up in the right wall of the Citadel. It 

turned out to be only an alcove, although a traverse and steep slope led to a very loose boulder choke. The 

balcony affords a very fine view out over the chamber. 

 

Access and Conservation 

 

A well attended meeting of the Charterhouse Caving Committee was held at The Hunter's Lodge Inn on 

June 5th in order to decide the regulations for access to Charterhouse Cave. Ten of the eleven C.C.C. 

clubs were represented, plus Paul Hodge from Bristol Water Works and Willy Stanton. 

 

Although the breakthrough was by Pete and Alison Moody, invaluable work was done by the boys of 

Sidcot School in undertaking the initial excavation as far as the rift. This was recognised by the meeting, 

and the suggestion was made that this section be named Sidcot Series or Sidcot Entrance. 

 

It was agreed that the cave required special access arrangements, over and above those provided by the 

C.C.C. There are two reasons for this. First, parts of the cave are tight and/or unstable; second, and most 

important, the formations make this cave unique and there was a strong feeling that they be conserved in 

as pristine condition as possible while still allowing access. 

 

To this end, a £15 levy was imposed on all C.C.C. member clubs in order to pay for a concrete 

blockhouse and a strong gate. A second Gate is already in position, and locked, at the foot of the rift. 

 

The Wessex argued the point of there only being one key available at any one time. The meeting felt that 

this would be too restrictive, and that each member club should hold a key. There are to be two named 

leaders in each club. It was agreed to limit the size of parties to three, plus leader. No novices, and no use 

of carbide will be allowed in the cave. A visitors book may be installed, near the entrance, to monitor 

usage and to note any observed damage, etc. 

 

Scientific work, surveying and photography is expected to last another month, and general access was 

agreed to be restricted until July. The Wessex were granted the first three trips. It was felt that leaders 

should be accompanied by someone who knows the cave before being allowed on their own trips. For the 

time being, The Wessex are to retain digging rights. 

 

Members wishing to visit Charterhouse Cave should contact one of the two Wessex leaders who are due 

to be appointed. Please bear in mind that it is not a cave for the larger caver. 
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ST. GEORGE’S CAVE 

(THE HOLE IN THE ROAD) 
Brian Prewer 

 

Friday 23rd April, lunchtime: "Wells police here. We have a council man down here who says one of his 

JCBs has nearly fallen down a hole in the Old Bristol Road". A few words with the council man revealed 

that indeed a large hole had appeared in the bottom of a trench being dug for British Telecom, near 

Milton Lodge. An inspection proved that it was not a mineshaft or culvert but in fact a natural cave, with 

stalagmites and flowstone visible from the surface. It was noted with alarm that the highest part of the 

chamber was only two feet from the road surface! Without a ladder it was not possible to see the full 

extent of the chamber so the Irish lad who drilled into the hole was lowered down on the JCB boom for a 

quick look. 

 

That evening, Rich West and myself met Ron Higgins, the council man, and rigged a ladder from the car 

bumper. On descending, we found that the chamber had been visited before us, as there were footprints 

on the floor. Ron said that nobody else had been down there besides us. A closer inspection of the quite 

distinct heel marks revealed splash marks and pits indicating that they were quite old. Wig has found a 

report suggesting that Balch and his contemporaries had entered a chamber in this area, but this is not 

confirmed. 

 

The chamber is in horizontally bedded dolomitic conglomerate and measures roughly 40' long x 15' wide 

x 15' deep. There was a small grotto at one end, and a small passage could be seen beyond mud flow and 

stal banks at the other. 

 

We thanked Ron for letting us have a look down the hole. He said that he would be grateful if cavers 

could survey the cave and let him know where it lay in respect to the surface. This we undertook to do. 

 

That Saturday, a BEC digging team removed the mud and stal bank and pushed through into a second, 

smaller chamber. Some excellent mud formations were photographed by Phil Romford, before they could 

get damaged. The way on was down a muddy tube. Feverish digging by Andy Sparrow and Tony Jarrat 

soon opened the tube to ferret size and allowed them to pass into the third chamber. The rest of the party 

were too big to get through, so they left to get hammers, chisels, drills etc. Within an hour the ferret hole 

had become 'Hughs' size. Andy and Tony had by then progressed through another two muddy squeezes to 

enter chambers four and five. Wig had started the survey for our council friends. The total length was 

estimated at about 100' of passage heading roughly off under the wall into Milton Combe arboretum. 

After boardroom discussions that evening, it was decided that Pete and Alison Moody (of the other, with 

respect to the BEC, club) should be invited to inspect the last chamber. 

 

On Sunday, The MCG (the other other club) made an early descent before church, and it was even 

rumoured that Andy Knight was seen below at 9.00 am! A Wessex party, including Pete and Alison, 

arrived at a more sensible hour and went through to chamber five. Alison succeeded in pushing through to 

the sixth chamber. At this point a mud fill blocked the way. The survey should show that the chamber is 

close to the valley side in Milton Combe. 

 

The party retreated to make way for the survey team, but these had to abandon their trip owing to bad air - 

probably caused by too many people and the disturbance of much glutinous mud. 

 

Also during that afternoon, the press and TV arrived, along with several councillors and other important-

looking gentlemen. Trips around the entrance chamber were conducted by various muddy cavers. A dig, 

beneath the stal bank at the southerly end, was commenced by the MCG and continued by the BEC. 

Progress was rapid in the soft clay but nothing significant was found. 
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The powers that be decided on Monday that the hole belonged to British Telecom and that they must 

decide how to cap it or fill it in. That evening, the survey was completed, then handed to British Telecom 

on Tuesday. Does this qualify for the Guinness Book of Records? By Monday evening, the JCB had 

moved away to the other end of the road. Better luck there; they might find the St. Cuthbert's Master 

Gave. 

 

Eventually, British Telecom decided to fill in the chamber before making good the road again, Before 

they did, The BEC protected as much of the entrance chamber as they could with corrugated iron sheets. 
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UPPER PITTS PROGRESS 
 

Phil Hendy 

 

Nobody, least of all my wife, and certainly not the rest of the Committee, will deny that Committee 

Meetings are long drawn-out affairs. Every two months or so, we shut ourselves up in the library and 

discuss such topics as tackle, cave politics (CSCC and CCC affairs etc.), applications for membership, 

and the Club's finances. Most of these items are dealt with in reasonable time. 

 

The lengthiest topic of all is 'Upper Pitts Progress', an agenda heading which has, to my knowledge, 

remained unchanged since the Wessex moved into Upper Pitts in 1969. It reflects the fact that over the 

years, modifications and improvements have been needed, some only necessary as a result of the change 

in the economy or to fit in with the needs of those who use our Headquarters. This discourse aims to 

explain what the Committee feels should be done to Upper Pitts, and why. 

 

One Major problem is routine maintenance, particularly with regard to the exterior paintwork. A 

volunteer is waiting for better weather in order to paint the doors, windows and weatherboards, but there 

are other things that require attention; the fire escape, and the tyrolean finish on the extension, which is 

falling off. As the firm which did this rendering has gone bust, the repair will necessarily involve some 

expense. Also outside, countless lorry loads of scalpings have disappeared into the drive, and the car park 

is being encroached on by weeds. It is pleasing to see the thorn hedge growing at last, but there are still 

some piles of earth left over from alterations to the drainage system that need to be levelled. 

 

The most significant and expensive alteration to Upper Pitts has undoubtedly been the building of the 

extension. This is to be used as a workshop and tackle store. One corner has been walled off for storage of 

ladders, ropes, and some digging equipment. The care of tackle should be greatly simplified as a result. 

Mike Yorke, ably assisted by Paul Weston, has been busy installing electricity. This job is now complete 

and the workshop can now at last be used as such. Eventually we would like to have the ladder-making 

jig permanently installed in the roof void. 

 

One of the Committee's worries is the fire risk at Upper Pitts. Adrian Vanderplank recently toured the 

building with a fire prevention officer. In general, things were not as bad as were feared. Of course, some 

recommendations were made, most of them cheap and simple to effect, such as better siting of fire 

extinguishers and putting up fire exit signs. We are, however, going to act on the suggestion that a fire 

door be placed at the T-junction in the hall, and that the lounge and ladies' dormitory doors be fire 

proofed. This should contain fire for long enough for everyone to leave the building, though, as added 

precaution, a smoke detector may be installed in the kitchen. 

 

The rocketing price of oil means that we must be more conscious of its use for the central heating system. 

The Committee proposes to tackle the problem in two ways. In the short term, the heating system is to be 

modified so that the whole system can be shut down manually when it is not needed, for example during 

the week and in the summer. This arrangement will still of course allow the frost stat to turn on during 

cold spells, to avoid frozen pipes. We can probably move the room thermostat to a more suitable position. 

A larger hot water tank has already been installed in the roof, which allows more efficient heating of the 

water and more people can shower before the water runs out. The instant-heat electric shower will further 

reduce the demand for oil-heated water and can be used during the week. Ladies can also shower in 

privacy if they wish. 

 

In the long term, we must look at energy conservation. It is proposed that at some time, storm-porches be 

built on the front and back doors. The back door porch will be large enough to include the kit-washing 

sink and possibly the gas bottles. A lot of heat could be saved if the lounge and ladies' dorm walls were 

cement rendered. This would also give us the opportunity to strip down and rebuild the radiator system in 

the lounge, as it is suffering badly from the ravages of time and room-traverses. Cavity wall insulation 
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would also help, but these are all expensive projects, and it will take some years to recoup the initial 

costs. 

 

Visitors to Upper Pitts will have noticed that the charging facility has been moved to a new permanent 

home in the old workshop, which is now mainly in use as a locker room. It is intended that a partition 

wall be built here, to make a small ladies' priority changing room next to the new shower, and then to 

remove the main dividing wall, thus enlarging the main changing area, 

 

Other necessary and desirable alterations and maintenance abound. Replacement of the flexible hoses for 

the gas rings is one priority. The roof void at the back of the HQ could be partially floored and used to 

store such items as old journals, which are not often required but which take up a lot of space. The floors 

of the changing room and showers could be quarry-tiled, to make them more hygienic and easier to clean. 

A new incinerator would also be very useful. The old wooden shed in the car park needs dismantling, 

repairing, and dosing with preservative. The post box is broken and lets in water. The boiler chimney 

needs to be heightened to allow it to draw better. Parts of the dry stone wall around the hut are in need of 

repair. A concrete path could be laid along the back of the workshop. 

 

Obviously, these changes cost money. The committee estimates that more than £2000 would be required 

to put all these ideas into effect. Already, £400 has been allocated to cover exterior painting, fire 

precautions, gas pipes, essential alterations to the central heating, and the completion of the new shower. 

That will leave around £400 in the Hut Sinking Fund. Bear in mind that Hut Fees pay for rates, oil, 

electricity, water, septic tank and dustbin emptying, plus cleansing materials, toilet rolls and re-glazing; 

there is not much left for anything else. To enable the plans for the maintenance of the fabric of Upper 

Pitts to be carried out, and to meet present day needs, the money must come from somewhere - if, that is, 

you agree that these plans are necessary. Jumble sales, a levy on membership, a Club publication, and 

such ideas come to mind as possible sources of revenue. 

 

Many of these projects can be tackled by anyone in the Club, without the need for special skills, although 

it is gratifying that several members with particular skills have volunteered them free of charge. The Hut 

Warden, Glyn Bolt, would be delighted to hear from others. 

 

As a frequent caller at Upper Pitts, it is clear that the regular 'hut- group' is small in number. Perhaps this 

reflects the suitability of the hut as a club headquarters. Everyone will have their own reasons for not 

using the HQ, as often as would be liked, yet the fact remains that it is our headquarters, our base, and one 

which is acknowledged to be one of the best, if not the best, purpose-built caving huts in the country. The 

Committee intends to ensure that it is the best. With the whole club backing us, it can be done. 
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MENDIP RESCUE ORGANISATION 
 

Report by the Hon. Secretary and Treasurer 

for the Year Ended 31st December 1981 

 

This is my tenth such report and I reverse the usual order by mentioning our finances first. A major part 

of our income arose following the tragic loss of Keith Potter in Wookey Hole Cave last November. His 

parents wish to recognise Keith's great love of caving and Mendip by such tributes from friends and 

colleagues. In his memory we have used these funds especially for new sump rescue apparatus and 

medical supplies. He would have approved of these, for even as an enthusiastic schoolboy at Cheddar he 

came to discuss with me his particular interests in diving and in becoming a doctor. Many have written to 

say that Keith was excelling at both at Oxford. 

 

The new sump rescue apparatus was brought to our attention and promoted by Pat Cronin, Pete Eckford 

and others to whom we are grateful. It met with CDG approval at trials and so we now have a Kirby 

Morgan Bandmask 10 ready for use. Steve Wynne-Roberts and Ray Stead were a great help in acquiring 

the equipment. Other purchases are: an ingenious exposure suit designed by Chris Hannam; another Little 

Dragon warm air breather following a raffle organised at Rocksport by Chris Bradshaw, and a stock of 

always useful karabiners snapped up for us by Martin Bishop. Many Cavers take a keen interest in our 

equipment and I must pay particular thanks to Brian Prewer who keeps all at the ready, and to Eric 

Dunford who keeps us on the air. 

 

All this has meant that MRO has spent over £1000 in the year for the first time. We have a lot to show for 

it, of course, but cannot ignore the consequent increase in our annual commitments to around £300 at 

present rates. This probably has to be the price of the rescue service cavers want on Mendip and so we 

must look forward to their continuing support in maintaining its effectiveness when people get into 

trouble underground. 

 

There were fourteen cave rescue call-outs during the year and these are detailed later. Club practices have 

increased and Wardens were confronted with a near real drama in a staged incident at Cuckoo Cleeves, 

fiendishly contrived by Dave Irwin. We are most grateful for the roles played by the St. John's and 

Casualty Union participants from Wells. The Swanage Coastguards spent a pleasant day with us in 

Swildons, demonstrating hauling techniques, and one of the nicest occasions was in being able to carry 

Lee Webber around the upper series. Lee has a great interest in caving but suffers from a severe physical 

disability. Another useful Warden's practice was recorded by Hugh Sykes for BBC Radio's program 

"Today" and we now have an informative photograph display designed by Rich West and Phil Romford. 

This has been shown to the public at the Guildhall, Bath, and in Keynsham at exhibitions ran by the 

police there. Martin Bishop, Stewart McManus and Alan Thomas with Bob Cork, Dany Bradshaw and 

Chris Hannam went to the British Cave Rescue Council Conference at Buxton, while Dr. Don Thomson 

carried the MRO message to the International Speleological Congress in the USA. We have also given 

talks to just about every Womens' Institute in the district! 

 

Sadly, my report must end as it began. We lost our last connection with the pre-war MRO when Frank 

Frost died last summer. He always attended Annual Meetings to 1980 and, although visits to Mendip 

latterly became rare treats, his facility to span the years gave him a canny understanding of what lures the 

young and not so young into its caves. More than most, he knew the dangers of organisations becoming 

more important than what they should be doing. He always warned against looking important, piling up 

paper empires and then spending money to support the edifice rather than its endeavours. As gatherings of 

kindred bodies presume that their common interests in rescuing have to be formally coordinated and then 

actively promoted, it would be wise to remember Frank's counsel. Maybe we cannot prevent quangos 

supposedly representing this and that in rescue work, but MRO will continue to assert that cavers had best 

rely on themselves. 

 

J.D. Hanwell 
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Income and Expenditure Account for 11 Months to December 31 1981 

 

Year to 31.1.81 Income £ £ 

 

575 

- 

105 

14 

30 

    - 

Donations 

  General appeal 

  In memory of Keith Potter 

  From rescued parties 

Interest from bank deposit account 

Hire of MRO Nife cells 

Radio Licence contribution (Cheddar CRT) 

  

422 

332 

87 

11 

35 

   20 

724   907 

 Expenditure   

 

124 

- 

- 

- 

58 

4 

10 

- 

20 

74 

36 

- 

5 

92 

    7 

Equipment 

  Little Dragon Resuscitator 

  K.M.B. 10 

  Hannan suit 

  Display stand 

  Hauling and stretchers 

  Lighting and Nife cells 

  Other general supplies 

Medical supplies 

Insurance of equipment 

Postage, stationary, duplicating, etc. 

Share of Belfry telephone rental 

Annual radio licence 

S.W.E.R.A. levy 

Radio equipment 

Belfry depot maintenance. 

 

168 

275 

55 

13 

- 

18 

42 

165 

60 

99 

58 

65 

5 

- 

    - 

 

430   1023 

£294 Surplus/(deficit) for period  £(116) 

    

 Balance Sheet as at December 31 1981   

    

 Accumulated funds   

333 Balance at February 1, 1981  627 

294 Surplus/(deficit) for period  (116) 

£627   £511 
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Cave Rescue and Incidents for the Year Ending 31st December 1981 

 

The MRO have now passed two hundred incidents, over half of which have occurred in the last decade. 

The details of each rescue given below are based on the field reports prepared by Wardens during 

incidents. 

 

Weekend 17-19 January Agen Allwedd 

 

Three dozen Mendip rescuers went to help cavers in South Wales who were bringing out a patient with a 

broken leg from Southern Stream Passage. Another two dozen stood by. The full report of this mammoth 

operation belongs to the South Wales CRO, of course. However, we may record that the controller, Brian 

Joplin, found our radios a great help and the Little Dragon warm air breather proved invaluable. We are 

especially grateful to the Warden of Crickhowell Youth Hostel for his hospitality to all. 

 

Saturday 14 February Longwood Swallet 

 

MRO was alerted to standby when an Oxford Polytechnic caver in a Wessex party fell from an aven in 

the Upstream Galleries of the August Series. It appears that unsound rock gave way while she was 

climbing. In falling about six metres, she was lucky not to be badly hurt, and she was plucky to get out 

with assistance from the Wessex party. On being advised of the incident by Yeovil Police at 4.30 pm, 

Brian Prewer stood by parties at the Belfry and Upper Pitts by radio. Dr. Don Thomson was contacted 

and remained available until the underground party surfaced safely at 5.30 pm. An examination at Wells 

Hospital revealed bruising to head, hip and foot. 

 

Sunday 15 February Swildon's Hole 

 

A call was received concerning a party overdue. It was not necessary for a rescue party to go 

underground. No further details are available. 

 

Friday 5 March Swildon's Hole 

 

A call was received from Yeovil Police at about midnight. They had been contacted by a Mr. Pearse from 

the New Inn, Priddy, concerning a party of Venture Scouts who should have been out of the cave much 

earlier. Brian Prewer telephoned Mr. Pearse at Priddy and, during the call, the scouts appeared. They had 

under-estimated the time that their trip would take. 

 

Friday 13 March Read's Cavern 

 

Alan Dougherty from Wrington and Alan Hutchinson from Southville, Bristol, went down the cave early 

in the evening and were expecting to return home by 8.30pm. Both were experienced cavers. They left 

their car off the track approaching the cave. When they had not returned by 9.05pm. Mrs Dougherty 

informed the police at Weston-Super-Mare, but their patrol was unable to locate the car in Burrington 

Combe. A neighbour drove her to the area and she found her husband's car near the UBSS Hut. She 

contacted the Police again at 11.45 pm to alert the MRO. Brian Prewer received the call from Yeovil 

Police and raised search parties from the Belfry and Upper Pitts by radio. Read's and other nearby pots 

were checked out. The initial searches did not find anybody, and so specific routes were followed. Radio 

links were set up on the surface. 

 

The missing pair were found at the lower end of Z Alley and were brought safely to the surface at 2.45 

am on the Saturday. It appears that they had lost their way when their lights gave trouble and then failed. 

They huddled together in a polythene bag to keep warm and this appeared to be effective in the 

circumstances. All search parties returned by 3.00 am. 
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Saturday 6 June St. Cuthbert's Minery 

 

Wells Police called Brian Prewer at 3.30 pm, concerning a report of an abandoned tent and sleeping bag 

on Mr Cotter's property bordering the minery. Mr Foxwell suggested that it had been there for about a 

week and so the police were concerned that the missing occupant may have gone caving and failed to 

return. 

 

Tim Large was contacted at the Belfry. He inspected the site for signs of caving equipment and made 

further enquiries from local residents and cavers. Indications were that they were not cavers, and as no 

one had been reported overdue, the police were advised and no further action was taken. 

 

Saturday 11 July Swildon's Hole 

 

Phillip Casemore, aged 37 from Crawley, Surrey, was returning from Sump One on his first caving trip 

when, on approaching The Old Grotto, he stumbled and fell headlong. He sustained a fracture to his right 

leg below the knee and was in considerable pain. 

 

Dave Irwin received the alarm via the police at 2.15 pm and alerted a group to organise rescuers from the 

Hunter's Lodge. The informant was not sure exactly where the incident had occurred, so Alan Thomas 

and Trevor Hughs searched the Dry Ways. Having found the site, a team of six rescuers were sent in. 

Martin Bishop plastered the leg and a routine haul out began. Dr. Stewart Parker had been called from 

Bristol and arrived at 4.35 pm. A relief team of Wessex cavers stood by. 

 

The patient reached the surface at 4.35 pm and was met by an ambulance which had been driven across 

the fields. He was taken to Bristol Royal Infirmary for treatment. 

 

Tuesday 28 July Box Stone Mines, Wiltshire 

 

Brian Prewer received a call from Yeovil Police at 6.20 pm. They had had a request from Devizes Police 

for assistance in finding three boys missing down the mines. Apparently, the mother of a thirteen-year-old 

had reported that her son had gone with two friends, aged thirteen and eleven, to find The Cathedral via 

The Back Door. They failed to return, and had only one torch between them! 

 

Bob Scammell and Chris Batstone were alerted to organise search parties. Several members of The Oolite 

Mines Exploration Group took part, and their knowledge of the area is invaluable. A radio link was set up 

between The Quarrymans Arms and The Belfry. 

 

By 7.30pm the search to the Cathedral proved negative so two parties were sent to cover the B12 and Jack 

Workings. The missing boys were eventually discovered by Bob Scammell's party at Four Ways Junction. 

They were lost and their torch had almost faded. By 7.55pm they were brought to the surface, unharmed, 

but, we hope, rather wiser. 

 

Tuesday 1 September G.B. Cavern 

 

At 2.30 pm Brian Prewer was informed by Weston-s-Mare Police that a party of four cavers had been 

reported overdue from a trip in G.B. Six members of the 1st Greenford Scout Troop, London, aged 

between fifteen and seventeen, had entered the cave at about 11.30 pm with two adult leaders. They split 

into two groups to follow the Mud Passage and Devil's Elbow Routes. When the Devil's Elbow party 

failed to make the rendezvous in the Gorge, the leader left the cave, telephoned the police and returned 

underground. This meant that MRO had no details to help in alerting rescuers, Tim Large, Brian Prewer 

and Jim Hanwell went to the cave. 

 

Apparently, The Devil's Elbow party had traversed across the top of the pitch because they thought the 

chain was too short and did not indicate the way on. They retreated and met the leader of the other party 
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on his way back from raising the alarm. All were safely out of the cave at 5.00 pm and they explained 

what had happened. The trip had been arranged by The London Ambulance Service Caving Club. 

 

Sunday 13 September Singing River Mine 

 

Paul Sutton and Graham Sweeper collected the key to the mine from the Belfry at about 4.00 pm. As they 

were camping in the area, they left details of their trip on the Belfry Board and estimated that they would 

be back by 7.30pm. When they had not returned by 10.00 pm, Chris Batstone and Bob Hill went to 

Shipham and found that their car was still there and the entrance was still laddered. They alerted the 

Belfry and search parties set off with rescue equipment at about 10.30 pm. Jim Hanwell informed the 

police of the incident and Dr. Don Thomson was asked to stand by. 

 

The missing pair were found on the route to the Stinking Gulf and all were safely out of the mine by 

11.10 pm. It appears that they had not been down the system before and had failed to find their way back 

from the Gulf. 

 

Sunday 20 September Swildon's Hole 

 

Brian Prewer received a call from Yeovil Police at about 2.45 pm that a Mr Wick at Bath had reported his 

son overdue from a trip by about two hours. No further details were known. However, when Brian 

phoned Mr Wick, the son had since rung home to say that they were out. 

 

Saturday 14 November Goatchurch Cavern 

 

Richard Wright, a scout aged 33, from Hove in Sussex, led a party of four novices and one caver with 

some experience down the cave at about 2.30 pm. On his way to the Boulder Chamber, the leader mistook 

the route avoiding the Coal Chute. Instead, he found it and fell off the climb into the Upper Chamber, 

sustaining a Potts fracture in his left ankle. 

 

Dave Irwin was alerted of the call-out by Brenda Prewer at about 3.15 pm. He immediately contacted The 

Belfry and a party left there with medical and hauling equipment. A radio relay was set up from the cave 

entrance to the Belfry. The patient was strapped up and carried out to the awaiting ambulance in about 45 

minutes. He was taken to Weston-s-Mare General Hospital. 

 

In a letter of thanks, Richard Wright compliments those who helped him, and recalls the morals: "Never 

treat familiar caves with the familiarity that breeds contempt; always look before you leap, and always 

obey the rules you teach others". 

 

Saturday 14 November Wookey Hole Cave 

 

Keith Potter, a medical student at Exeter College., Oxford, aged twenty- two, from nearby Wedmore, 

drowned when diving to Wookey Twenty that afternoon. He was a member of the Cave Diving Group 

and had apparently done the route once before. 

 

Martyn Farr, Ray Stead and Keith arranged to dive to Wookey 24, while other divers were training in the 

show cave. Keith was given the benefit of the clear water and chose the Deep Route from Wookey 9 to 

20. Martyn followed along the shallow route and found Keith without his gag about four metres below the 

sump pool entering the chamber. He brought him out and immediately started resuscitation. Ray then 

arrived to help but they were unable to revive Keith over a period of about two hours. Eventually, they 

returned to Wookey 9 with Keith and were assisted by Drs. Peter Glanvill and Tony Boycott in alerting 

those concerned. Peter Glanvill retrieved equipment left behind in Twenty the next day. 

 

At the inquest the Coroner recorded a verdict of accidental death, although exactly what went wrong 

remains a mystery. In giving his conclusions, the coroner noted that explorers throughout history had 
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taken risks, and that the world would be a poorer place without them. 

 

Sunday 29 November Swildon's Hole 

 

At about 2.30 am a police patrol car arrived at the Belfry. Someone in Bristol had reported that a Mr R 

Lewis had gone caving on Mendip with three young ladies and had not returned when expected. The 

police had apparently driven from Bristol to search for Mr Lewis' car. Fiona Lewis (no relation) from the 

Belfry accompanied the patrol on a search of cave sites, visiting Eastwater and Upper Pitts before finding 

the car on Priddy Green. 

 

Pete and Alison Moody were aroused to start a search of Swildon's for the overdue party. Before this got 

under way, however, Lewis' party returned safely having spent a lot of time lost in the Upper Series. It 

must be noted that the correct call-out procedure, through Yeovil Police, was not used by those 

concerned, nor had Lewis left word of the cave being visited. Such time wasting could be serious in other 

circumstances. 

 

WESSEX PRACTICE RESCUE 
Bob Drake 

Venue; Goatchurch Cavern, 25 April 1982 

 

Objective: To recover an unconscious patient from the end of the Drainpipe. 

 

Members Attended; A1 Mills (victim), Jeff Price, Phil Hendy, Lyn Hendy, Pete Lacey, Keith Goverd, 

Andrew Watson, Adrian Vanderplank, Glyn Bolt, Paul Weston, Gordon Wright, Nigel Graham, A1 Keen, 

Barry Davies, Bob Drake. 

 

Report: We met at 9.30 am at The Twin Brook Valley. After checking the equipment we proceeded to the 

cave entrance. Phil and Andrew went ahead, laying the telephone cable, while Lyn stayed to operate the 

surface phone. After topping up the victim's specially made stainless steel hip flask with scotch, Al M. 

and Bob proceeded underground, taking with them the "A1 Mills Revival Kit" - an extra bottle of Bell's. 

 

We regrouped at the far end of the Drainpipe at 10.40 am. The victim was laced up in the drag sheet, 

using narrow tape for a harness, connected to a hauling rope together with hauling ropes on the top and 

bottom of the drag sheet. There was some doubt over the suitability of this method. Most of the team 

went to the other end of the Drainpipe with the hauling ropes. The victim was then pulled through, with 

one person guiding each end of the drag sheet. This was quite successful, taking only about ten minutes to 

clear the tube. The victim suffered some discomfort, being nearly castrated by the thin tape harness but 

after a tot from his hip flask, which seemed to anaesthetise the bruised parts, he continued. We decided to 

re-arranged drag sheet and to replace the tape with rope. 

 

The vertical sections from here presented no problems as this was just sheer lifting power. We reached 

the Water Chamber at about 11.55 am. The slide up over the Coffin Lid was no problem, with members 

using other routes to keep ahead. The telephone was being kept running ahead, contact being made with 

the surface about every fifteen minutes. At the Boulder chamber the team took light refreshments from 

the comforts box. When half the bottle had gone, we proceeded up the steeply inclined rift. This section 

was a little difficult because of the 'V' section of the rift, the steep incline and the slipperiness of the rock. 

People stayed as low as possible in the rift and progress was made in a series of lifts and pushes. A 

technique of bridging across the rift, with feet supported, was used in conjunction. 

 

No more problems were encountered in carrying on out through the Tradesman' s entrance. We surfaced 

at 12.35 pm where we finished the contents of the comforts box in bright sunshine. 

 

Conclusion: We decided that everyone needed more knowledge and practice on the drag sheet. Possible 

modifications could be made to the sheet, using a sit harness. The use of a thick, flexible sheet or belt or 
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even a plank of wood placed in the rifts would make the drag sheet slide more easily. The carry out took 

1hr 55min. A good turnout of Club members. 

 

Victim's Remarks; He spoke in a rather high, slurred voice that he rather enjoyed this kind of caving. 

 

 FROM THE LOG 
 

22 Nov 81 Swildon's Gordon, Julie, Glyn, Ian, to dig in Vicarage. Removed twelve sacks of mud. Dig 

still flooding because of seepage through choke. I.J. 

 

7 Nov Stoke Lane A select Nov. 5 celebration in Stoke Six - Chris Milne, Pete Moody and Nod 

(Shepton). Chris placed the ¾lb firework at the bend in the sump. Hopefully it was jammed against the 

flake obstructing the way into Seven. Sherparing was provied by the BEC; Basset, Jane, Martin Grass and 

Blitz. P.M. 

 

14 Nov OFD Friday Nighters, eighteen in all - six to OFD III including Bob Pike and Ken Dawe, and 

twelve to II with Richard Kenney as Leader. Six hours. Everyone enjoyed themselves. 

 P.W. 

 

4 Feb 82 Swildon's, Watergate Pete and Alison, Mark Faulkner, Phil Simpson, plus one. Dug out the only 

remaining easy lead into Watergate, the choked passage beyond Spectacle Duck. Half an hour's work saw 

us into 80' of new passage - a tube ascending steeply towards Paradise Regained, too tight at the end. 

While Alison and I were digging, the Shepton attempted to lower the water in the end sump. They 

dropped it about 6" but any real chance of pushing will have to wait until Summer. P.M. 

 

13 Feb Swildon's, Wright's Dig Another nasty dig - head first down a tight tube. Cleared sufficient mud to 

see under a rock arch; it appears to open out but a lot more digging will be required. Dig draughts well 

and the sound of a large stream can be heard - Watergate? or just the Blue Pencil stream? or Swildon's 

Four?? P.M. 

 

20 Feb Swildon's Nine Chris and Annie, Pete and Alison, Mark Faulkner and Chris Wood. Chris stayed in 

Six to try to lower the sump by digging out the streambed, while the others went to check out the Thrutch 

Tube in Nine. 

 

Thrutch Tube is a Phreatic tube a bit like the Damp Link, If it is a capture passage it would really repay 

digging. In the early 70's I pushed it to where it started descending, going down it feet first, it felt as 

though it was closing up. On this trip, Alison went down it head first and could see that the passage levels 

out and continues. Some digging will be required to push on. Returning towards Nine, we checked what 

looked to be a bedding plane off to the side near the start of the Thrutch Tube. Five minutes work saw us 

into a very muddy passage going steeply up dip. After 50', a clean washed pot was reached. Crawling 

around this led steeply up. A muddy tube was noted on the left but we continued up slope to a horizontal 

passage. At the top, the passage doubled back on itself and went to a choke beyond which we could see 

the way open. By now we were overdue to meet the others back in Six and a retreat was called. The pot 

and the side passage were quickly checked. The first descended for 25' but was too tight. It sounded 

echoey and may drop out into the roof of Eight. The side passage, after a short dig, went to a descending 

tube which required a rope to go down. 

 

27 February. Carrying on from where we left off, we dug through a pile of boulders into a low passage. 

After 50' the way on led up again. This time, large blocks had to be cleared from the passage before we 

could get up it. 30' up, it pinched out, but a squeeze led through into a larger bedding. Only Alison was 

able to pass it. Beyond, another boulder choke was dug through to the base of an aven 10' long x 3-6' 

wide. The way also continued straight on below the aven. We will have to leave pushing it until the 

squeeze is banged out. On the way back, Mark went down the side passage for 40'. Where it closed up, 

the sound of a stream could be heard beyond. P.M. 


