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EDITORIAL 
 

The Holiday season approaches, and I know of at least two trips to Spain, and one to Norway. Although 

no hard caving will be done, something of interest should emerge. 

 

On the home scene, things are quiet at the moment. A lull before a spate of activity and discovery, 

perhaps? 

 

CLUB NEWS 
 

(Including extracts from the Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Sunday 12th July) 

 

Upper Pitts The recent increase in Hut fees is bringing in much-needed revenue. Oil costs continue to rise, 

and we are revising the central heating system to make it supply more hot water, more efficiently. The 

drive is standing up well to its new surface, which should soon be completed. 

 

Tackle It was unforeseen that the pin-and-araldite rung fixing 

method would not work with hemp-cored wire, and so six 10m 

ladders made recently have had to be scrapped. However, if all 

else goes according to plan, Dave Morrison says we should have 

2000ft of ladder made by the AGM. Six pullies have been made 

by Bob Drake, and are now in service. Two special ladders (see 

illustration) have been made for the Twenty Pot in Swildon's Hole. 

They hang about two feet from the foot of the pitch, and should be 

fixed to the bolt with a krab. Note that the ends have no C-links, 

and so they cannot be fixed to other ladders. Since being made 

only a couple of months ago, we have lost 6 belays and 5 

spreaders. As these cost around £1 each (plus time) to make, it is 

essential that they are booked out of the store, and taken care of in 

use. 

 

1981 Annual General Meeting and Club Dinner As usual, this 

year's AGM will be held at the Hunter's Lodge Inn, Priddy, 

starting at 2.45 pm on Saturday October 17th. 

 

The Dinner will take place afterwards at the Caveman Restaurant, 

Cheddar, 7.30 for 8.00 pm. A coach will leave the end of 

Eastwater Lane at 7.00, and return afterwards. It is likely that the 

Police will again be in evidence in the Gorge - drivers please note! 

 

Full details have yet to be finalised, but the menu is given 

overleaf. You are requested not to bring your own wine - the 

restaurant management reserves the right to charge corkage if you 

do. But a selection of wines will be available on the night. Ticket 

application forms were sent out with the last Journal, but as a 

reminder, tickets are £4.50 each, from Dave Morrison, c/o Upper 

Pitts. Cash with order, please, cheques and postal orders made 

payable to Wessex Cave Club. Please indicate your choice of main 

course when ordering, and enclose a SAE if you want your tickets 

posted to you. Coach seats will be £1 each 
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MENU 

 

Cream of Mushroom Soup or Fruit Juice 

-0O0- 

Half Spring Chicken, Bacon, Game Chips 

or 

Mixed Grill (Lamb Cutlet, Kidney, Liver, Bacon, Sausage, Tomato) 

Potatoes to dish chosen, Sliced Beans and Garden Peas 

-0O0- 

Baked Apple Sponge & Ice Cream or Pear Belle Helene 

-0O0- 

Cheese, Biscuits and Celery 

-0O0- 

Coffee 

 

WINE LIST 

 

Entre Deux Mers (Dry) 

Liebfraumilch 

Rocamar (Sweet) 

Beaujolais 

Mateus Rose 

Bocamar (Medium Red) 

£4.00 

£4.00 

£2.60 

£4.25 

£4.00 

£2.60 

 

Cave Keys The Committee has decided that only one key shall be generally available for each of the 

gated caves to which the Club shares access. In view of a recent charge of £3.50 made by CSCC for a 

share in replacing the lock to Singing River Mine the Committee is considering imposing a charge on 

each guest party using a Wessex cave key. Comments are invited from members on this matter. 

 

Club Handbooks A revised version has now been produced, and a copy is being sent to all members 

elected in the past twelve months, and to all subsequent new members. Anyone else requiring a copy 

should apply to Phil Hendy, c/o Upper Pitts. A 20p stamp will be required to cover postage. The 

Handbook covers the history and organisation of the Wessex, and the facilities available. 

 

Minor’s Membership Progress is being made on obtaining a suitable insurance enabling us to accept 

minors aged 16 and over as members. It is hoped to be able to make a. positive report at the AGM. 

 

Charterhouse Caving Committee As the Wessex currently has no third party insurance cover for minors, 

the Committee has decided that no CCC permits or keys to CCC-controlled caves shall be made available 

to such persons. An exception can of course be made to affiliated clubs, who have their own such 

insurance cover. 

 

Photographic / Art Competition Entries for this competition should be sent to Alison Moody to arrive no 

later than September 4th. 

 

Sales A number of fleecy-lined sweatshirts, in assorted sizes and colours, emblazoned with the Dragon, 

will soon be available to members. 

 

Mew Members We welcome the following new members, elected on July 12th:- 

Reginald Taylor, North Lodge, Leighton Park School, Reading, Berks. 

A.J. Rigg, 109 Bower Hinton, Martock, Somerset. 

Alan George Taylor, 30 Ardleigh Road, Walthamstow, London E17. 

Richard Keith Hyde, 42 Soulbury Road, Linslade, Leighton Buzzard, Beds., LU7 7RN 

Leighton Park School Caving Club, Reading, Berks. (Affiliated Club) 
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Cuckoo Cleeves One of the terms of continued access to this cave is that it has to be securely closed. The 

system of bolting the gate does not appear to work, as several times the farmer has found the bolts only 

finger-tight, and recently he found the bolts missing altogether. As a (hopefully) final solution, CSCC 

have closed the cave until the gate can be fitted with a padlock. Cuckoo Cleeves should be open again by 

August; the Wessex will be among the clubs holding a key. FAILURE TO KEEP THE GATE LOCKED 

IS ALMOST CERTAIN TO LEAD TO THE CAVE BEING PERMANENTLY CLOSED. 

 

Nine Barrows and Sludge Pit Hole Similarly, Mr Pattinson, the landowner to these caves, has been upset 

recently by the failure of cavers visiting these systems to offer payment of the goodwill fee, or to gain 

access by the accepted routes (ie. NOT across walls). The Wessex gets a lot of the criticism because we 

are his nearest neighbour, and a lot of visitors use our HQ, or the car park during the week, to change. 

Please do all you can to ensure the maintenance of good relations with Mr. Pattinson. 

 

Fairy Cave Quarry News has leaked out that Hobbs Quarries Ltd have decided that it is not financially 

practicable for them to open up the decorated caves in this disused quarry as show caves, and that they are 

prepared to sell the site. It seems that the Cerberus S.S. are approaching the Mendip Society for aid in 

acquiring the quarry. The Committee's opinion is that, in view of the Fairy Cave Quarry systems, and the 

expense involved, no one Club should retain overall control of the caves, particularly in view of the 

almost complete lack of access to the systems made available to other clubs by the Cerberus in recent 

years. The Wessex point of view will be aired in depth at the Southern Council. 

 

M.R.O. A full scale practise rescue was held, primarily for Wardens, at Cuckoo Cleeves on July 5th. Two 

'casualties' were successfully rescued, despite many throbbing heads caused by excessive alcohol at a 

Party in Wells the night before. Most items of MRO equipment were brought into use, including the 

Blackhawk lifting tackle and the Little Dragon hot air breathing kit. Many valuable lessons were learned. 

 

A week later, MRO rolled efficiently into action to extricate a caver with a suspected broken leg from 

below the false floor in Swildon's Old Grotto. This rescue was uneventful, though it is noted that Binnie's 

Link, whilst a useful and dry short cut, could cause problems if the casualty was of more than average 

bulk. 

 

 

NOTE 
 

Bob Drake is organising a Wessex practise Rescue in Longwood Swallet on Sunday September 6th. All 

are welcome - don't forget, you may be required to assist with a rescue any time you go caving; 

experience with the equipment and the techniques is essential. 

 

Twenty Tip The stal boss at the top of Swildon's Twenty Foot Pot is getting smoother and smoother, 

making it difficult to grip the ladder at the top. Although some cavers put wooden blocks on the top 

rungs, a better idea seems to be to hang a 5ft tape loop from the top bolt to give an extra handhold for that 

crucial top move. 

 

 

When you've got friends.... 
 

Our Sales Officer recently took a novice down Swildon's, having borrowed a wetsuit for his use. While 

down the cave, he noticed that the novice was having difficulty in moving - as the novice had borrowed 

his tidy jeans to wear over the wetsuit in order to protect it! 
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NEWS FROM THE REGIONS 
 

Agen Allwedd You are reminded that the party limit is 12. On obtaining the necessary permission, keys 

can now be obtained from the Chelsea hut. Full details are available from Jeff Price. 

 

Gaping Ghyll A lot of gripping has taken place in the G.G. field, which increases the likelihood of flash 

flooding in G.G., P.5 and Grange Rigg. Beware. 

 

Marble Pot The SE side of the doline has been impressively eroded, causing tons of boulders and mud to 

fall and totally block the route above the 2nd pitch 

 

(The last two items were extracted from the Belfry Bulletin, with thanks) 

 

 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 

Dear Editor, 

 

Mike O'Connor and I were a little 'miffed' at Steve Gough's description of the various Vercors trips as 

"ie., not the Dorset", It was a D.C.G. trip from the administrative point of view, but it was organised by 

three W.C.C. members, one of whom was a Wessex member before he joined the Dorset! 

 

Nigel Graham 

 

Dear Editor, 

 

PIPPIKIN POT : EIGHT MAN AVEN. Yorkshire's Answer to the 0.5 Caves of Menagroth. 

 

The above site was first noticed by Trevor Faulkner and myself on 30th December 1979. It is located 

halfway along the roof-level crawl which connects the Pippikin stream way to Leek Fell Lane and was 

climbed after further trips on April 19th 1980, 7th December 1980 and 23rd May 1981. 

 

At the top is an alcove with straw formations and a choked phreatic continuation passage. It may be 

judged from the spacing of our visits that this is not the most inspiring trip available in the Dales, 

although it is a good one for getting rid of all that silly skin off your knees. Thanks to 'The Eight' and the 

others who came, I think it unlikely that we shall revisit the place. 

Steve Gough 

 

 

 

B. D. I in Burrington 
 

Scene : beyond the Drainpipe in Goatchurch 

The Cast: Party of schoolboys, well-drilled in safety underground 

 The Friday Niters, on a candle-lit trip. 

 

Boy: "Cor, why have you lot got candles?” 

Friday Niter: "Because we find it pretty dark without them." 

 

Later: A.F. was having difficulty getting a fried sausage from a thermos flask, when  R.K. enquired if he 

needed an enema. G. and C. T. upstaged all by frying their sausages at the entrance, and having a bottle of 

wine to accompany them. Which reminds me - the Shepton have upstaged all by building a stone 

barbecue outside their HQ. No doubt the BEC require something to mop up all that tea! 
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A DOCKING STATION AND ORBITERS 
 

Brian Knapp and Mike Merritt 

 

Along with the usual problems that assault the poor human, frame I was faced with the additional burden 

of charging up to eight batteries at the same time. Short of taking out a mortgage on a professional hook-

up, the only alternative was to shake the brains into some sort of order and make one up from scratch. It is 

at this stage when it is helpful to know a friend who knows a friend ... . Out of the depths of Phillips 

electronic industries, the following circuit for a docking station for five batteries emerged. All the bits and 

pieces can either be obtained by transporting on a towel and rematerializing in the antique stores 

department of a Vogon hyperspace bypass constructor, or, as a last resort, they come from your local 

electrical supplier via Radio spares 

 

 
Transformer RS No. 207-138 

Bridge Rectifier (4A) NO. 262-113 

 

Purists will want to alter the 3Ω resistor to give an output of 1A on a fully charged battery. It will be 

1.5 - 2A on a fully discharged battery. 

 

For those who are a dab hand with a soldering iron and do not scorch their clothes and body in the 

process, construction should not be any problem. 

 

As the design would also do service for a space heating system for Wembley arena, the rectifier will need 

to be mounted on a metal plate and the whole assembly fitted inside a metal box with plenty of holes for 

ventilation. 

 

You can buy headset adaptors which can be mounted on the side of the box, or you can make your own 

from a sandwich of metal strip and sheets of plywood. 

 

If you only need one battery on charge an individual model is cheaper and smaller. I use three as 'orbiters' 

when the demand for charging increases. 

 

For other details have a look at the assembly one Saturday evening when its on the floor of the HQ 

changing room and before it goes into warp drive and becomes invisible. 
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A. is a 2 pole 6 way wafer (RS No. 327-513) 

B. is a rotating open circuit RS No. 327-490 

C. is a piece of shafting to mount wafers. (Make before break system to avoid sparking) (RS No. 

327-428) 
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CAVING IN THE MENDIPS 
 

David Saftar 

Leighton Park School 

 

A novice's account of his first (and hopefully not his last) caving trips to G.B. Cave and Swildon's Hole. 

 

This weekend I went caving in the Mendips. There are many caves there and we went down two of them, 

GB on Saturday and Swildon's (hole) on Sunday. 

 

GB, so named after ‘Gilbert’ and some other guy called ‘B. . . ’  who first went down it, was meant to be a 

dry cave, and so, for the most part it was, although there was a lot of water around because of heavy rain, 

it could easily be dodged or avoided. It was really amazing clambering around and looking at the 

stalactites and 'mites, and water falls just spurting out of sheer rock. There is a place in GB which usually 

involves a 25 foot climb up bolts set into the wall and a ladder. But today it was flooded to a depth of 25 

feet, so those who had wetsuits went for a swim while the rest of us sat around or, as I did, climbed up to 

look at the impressive water fall which had caused the flooding. 

 

There were a couple of small (but not really tight) bits which had to be wriggled through, but nothing too 

bad at all. "GB", I quite agree with Tim and Sarah, "is a nice cave." I really enjoyed myself that day. 

 

I wore hiking boots and socks, my super patched jeans, rugby shirt, tank top/pullover, roll neck sweater 

and a boiler suit. I didn't once get cold. The ideal thing of course is to have a wetsuit. 

 

'Reg' Taylor and Rebecca Kay were coming down when Reg finished duty in Grove House at 11.30 so 

they got to the campsite at 2.30 am. I hung a bag on one of the tent poles to show Reg which tent he was 

to come to and Helen hung 'some suitable feminine piece of attire' on her tent. It turned out to be a pair of 

towelling knickers ! We got up in a leisurely fashion next morning at about 8.30 and cooked whatever 

breakfast we wanted. 

 

Then we got changed in the 'Bogs' at the bottom of the hill as we had the day before and set off for 

Swildon's in Dr. Knapp's (Brian) rather 'Heath Robinsonish' looking van. The seats were covered in the 

usual plastic dustbin bags which seem to be standard issue for keeping anything clean and dry. Once at 

Manor Farm we were issued with our own dustbin bags to put on under our outer sweaters to help keep 

the water out and the heat in. They are a very successful (sic) idea, whoever thought of them. 

 

We had to walk across a couple of muddy fields to get to the entrance of the cave and once there Brian 

took those of us who hadn't been before down first. It really didn't look nice, just a fast stream of water in 

a gap two feet wide (if that) between the rock sides. But once inside it was alright and we went in the 

'Pretty Way', so named because of the stalactites that run from ceiling to floor (Columns?) This section 

was dry and very nice, but soon we came back to the water. At first in the Pretty Way it was all crawling 

and low walking, but further on the ceiling rises and one can walk or climb properly again. Once we had 

got back to the water the route followed it all the way to the bottom. 

 

There's a place called the ‘20 Foot’, (ladder is understood) where a 20 foot ladder goes down within a few 

inches of a waterfall. There is a bottleneck effect here, as in order to go anywhere in the rest of the cave 

system, one has to go down the 20 Foot. We waited with our feet wedged against the opposite wall of the 

passage while people coming up crawled through underneath. Some helpful person belayed us down and 

we set off for 'The Double Pots'. The others who had been before seemed to find the idea of us going 

through them very funny indeed, and so we were a bit worried as to why this might be thought so funny. 

 

They turned out to be two 6 or 7 foot drops down water falls into the plunge pool at the bottom. It wasn't 

that bad, mainly I suspect because we didn't try to get each other wet as we were all beginners. After the 

Double Pots we went on to Sump I, where a rope was tied to a rock to guide under the water. Brian 
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thought we were about 300 feet underground at that point. Then we went to ‘Mud Sump’. 

 

To do this we had to go through 'Blasted Boss', which is all crawling along on ones belly trying not to feel 

too claustrophobic. If you get to Mud Sump, have a wetsuit, and are reasonably experienced, it seems 

obligatory to go through it. We met a guy called Mike Merret there (he used to go to L.P.) and Brian went 

through after Mike's group. We kept coming across Mike at various times while we were down there. We 

went back through Blasted Boss and met Tim and Reg with Sarah and a few others. Tim had the Mars 

bars (another essential piece of caving gear) so we all stopped and had a break. 

 

As we were getting a bit tired by then it was decided that Reg would take us out. So Reg, 'Becca, Helen 

and I set off. Reg took us first to 'Trat's Temple' and then on along the course of the water.  It was pretty 

good fun scrambling along the stream bed and there was plenty of head room as well, 'Becca was a 

climber and it must have helped her a bit. There was a nasty bit called 'The Rift' which is a place where 

the rock passage is about a foot wide and inclined at an angle of about 10 degrees from the vertical, 

narrowing to ‘boot width’ at the bottom. I was leading and I came to a place where a large rounded rock 

blocked the way about 3 feet off the floor. One had to go over or under. After a struggle I managed to go 

over and 'Becca followed. Helen decided to go under and as she bent down her leg blocked the flow of 

water and the level rose, the rest of her body blocking it higher up. Soon it was over her head so Reg had 

to reach down and haul her up the slope. It must have been quite nasty for her. We carried on, up the 

Double Pots which are a lot easier going up than down, because you can climb up rather than sliding 

uncontrolled down them. 

 

Finally we came out to the 20 Foot and another group was coming down. They very helpfully agreed to 

go 'one up, one down'. Helen went first and had a nasty moment when she fell off the ladder and was 

hanging by her safety line. Then, while Rebecca was being tied on, another of them came down. This 

particular chap served only to harden my conviction that Cavers are crazy, because once he got to the 

bottom he stood around for a few seconds and then went up again! But what was really crazy was the way 

he did it. He went straight up the rock with his feet braced against opposite sides of the cavern. It was 

really very impressive and in a few seconds he was back up at the top of the ladder. Then Reg went up 

and belayed me up, and we set off after the two girls who had been told they could go on slowly if they 

liked. Reg set off at a fast pace and even though he sometimes had to wait for me, we went along at a fair 

rate because we couldn't find the girls whom we should have caught up with fairly quickly. We went up 

the '10 Foot' which is another water fall, this time with a rope hanging down to help one climb up. This 

was definitely harder on the way up and I slipped off once. Then we set off up the ‘Dry Way’ and ‘Jacob's 

Ladder’. Jacob's Ladder is a steep slope which just has to be climbed. I found it quite difficult because by 

then I was getting really tired, but looking back on it, it was fun. Then we went through a hole blasted out 

some 18 months ago by two cavers called Pete and Alison, consequently it is known as 'Pete and Alison's 

Bang' ! By now we were only 30 or 40 feet from the entrance so Reg rushed off to see if the girls were out 

there. If they hadn't been he would have had to go back in to look for them so he was relieved to find 

them waiting just outside the entrance for us. Then he came back and checked that I was OK. 

 

Reg had taken me out the Dry Way and it wasn't until later that we discovered what had happened to the 

girls. The chap who belayed them up had broken his light and asked to come out with them; of course, 

they agreed. As this was their first time down they were content to go where he said and he took them out 

the Wet Way. This apparently involves a lot of climbing up waterfalls and sometimes holding your breath 

as you do so! The four of us walked back to Reg's car where we took off our helmets, lamps, and boiler 

suits, and put them in the back. Then we drove back to the campsite where we thankfully changed and 

had a bite to eat before we packed up our tents. We waited for the others to get back which they did about 

an hour later, and soon afterwards we left in Reg's car. The others set off when they had packed up about 

half an hour later. 

 

-0O0- 
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Caving is one of the most amazing things I have ever done, even though immediately afterwards I had 

been saying how unpleasant it had been; in the back of my mind I knew I had enjoyed it and would be 

back, the nasty bits forgotten. I would recommend anyone to at least try it once, and if you don't enjoy it, 

its only for two days! 

 

I have been reliably informed that if you go more than once you are well on the way to being hooked for 

life! Suits me. 

 

 

 

FROM THE LOG 
 

31st January 1981 Eastwater Cavern - 1st Rift Chamber. P. & A. Moody. Took another look at the 

passage in the roof. A way on can be seen through the boulder ruckle at the end - it might repay attention. 

 

7th February Longwood Swallet P. & A. Moody. Down to the end of Renolds to lay another charge. 

However Alison pushed the final squeeze through to the water. A bit of work with the lump hammer 

made it sufficiently large for me to follow. The water (the main stream last seen at the top of Renolds) 

powers out of a 1ft diameter hole in the left hand wall (The Squirt). Trouble was experienced in passing 

this without drowning. Beyond, the rift widened to around 2ft and is considerably higher. Some 50ft from 

the breakthrough point an uphill squeeze allowed only Alison through into a continuation of the rift. 

 

14th February 1981 Longwood Swallet P. & A. Moody. Went on from last week in a spacious (relatively) 

rift descending steeply. Passing some boulders the way became low, but rounding a coiner we entered a 

continuation of the rift. Thirty feet further we encountered deep water and a sump. Above it, a flake 

prevented entry to a draughting extension. 

 

20th February E. Dehfeldt, I. Schellhammer, I. Jepson & Reinar (?) to Falkensteiner Hohle (Baden 

Wurttemburg). Trip to terminal sump, started to break camp at old dig. Water levels relatively low. 10h. 

 

21st February (Surprise Cave) M. Kipp, I. Jepson, Reinar (?) E. Dehfeldt, I. Schellhammer, I. 

Zimmerman & l/7th population of the Federal Republic. Much waiting around in snow cave - tight in 

places and well preserved. 3h. 

I.J. 

 

21st February Longwood Swallet P. & A. Moody. Banged squeeze above the sump. 

 

23rd February Arranged to go to Aggie today, then two went down with 'flu, so off to Cuckoo  Cleeves 

instead - spanner too b... small; off to Eastwater with Dave Blackmore to take photos, both cameras 

refused to fire flash!  Dave ran out of steam on traverse - will disaster strike again? 

P. Weston. 

 

28th February Longwood Swallet - Renolds R.Websell, A. Sparrow plus 1, P. & A. Moody. The plan was 

to survey in two teams. Rich, Alison and Pete from the bottom of Fanny's Rift to the end and seeing what  

damage the bang had done, while the two Andys and a couple of bods from Swansea University surveyed 

in from the mainstream sink. However, the Wig's Abney packed up and they had to abandon their survey 

after only three legs. They caught us up at the duck where we decided to end our survey. Alison, Andy 

and I went on to the end where another bang will be needed. Surveyed out from Fanny's Rift. With 

Renold's done we are about 525ft deep with about another 20ft down to the sump. 

P.M. 

 

7th March Swildon's Hole - Black Hole P. & A. Moody, Tony Jennings plus 1. Banged the boulders in 

the Second Choke for the Shepton. Did a quick trip to White Fire Passage before going out. 
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14th March Swildon’ s Hole - Black Hole P. Moody, Tony Jennings and P. Wood. Put another charge at 

Second Boulder Choke. 

 

21st March Swildon's 4 R. Websell, P. & A. Moody. Poked about where the stream appears in the right 

hand passage opposite the 4 dig. It is possible to get in some six feet and. look up a small aven, which 

doesn't appear very promising. On the Watergate and the left hand passage in the Sac Gang. This was 

some 40ft long to a mud choke with airspace over the top. Alison dug through in around a quarter of an 

hour, and dropped into a canyon-type passage. We enlarged the squeeze enabling her to reverse it, then I 

came through and we pushed up the canyon for about 120ft to where it split. The left branch is too tight 

but Alison pushed the right one for 60ft or so. The end must be very close to Fault Chamber. The 

downstream end of the canyon went 30 - 40ft before becoming too tight but the stream in the Sac Gang 

could be plainly heard nearby. 

P.M. 

 

4th April Swildon’s Hole - Vicarage Passage G. Bolt and I. Jepson. Applied a quantity of D.N.M.R.R., 

fired and retired. 3½h 

 

4th April Wookey Hole Chris M., P. Glanville, Tony Boycott and Jim Durston. T.B. was unable to clear 

his ears but all the others met in 20. We went up to the new dig at the end of the dry series. It looks quite 

promising but will certainly need regular banging. 

 

12th April Swildon's - Black Hole P. Moody, B. Weaver, C. Wood. Another charge was put in the final 

boulder choke. The resulting rumble was most rewarding - it just went on and on. 

 

19-20th April Swildon's Hole J. Scott and P. Hann. Two trips to Mayday Passage. Dug spur on left side 

near bottom. Noticeable draught with plenty of gravel and pebbles. Passage goes up at 30o. 

 

20th April Swildon's Hole F.J. Davies and I. Jepson to Vicarage with 2 lb D.N.M. R.R. Cleared debris 

from last visit, laid charge, fired and retired. It is now apparent that the rift needs deepening more than 

was first thought - more trips will be necessary. 10h. 

I.J. 

 

24th April Banwell Bone / Stalactite Caves About 18 Friday Nighters. One of B.P's most popular trips. 

P. Weston 

 



 

208 
 

DIARY DATES 
 

Aug. 

 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Oct.  

Oct.  

Oct. 

Nov. 

 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

4th 

 

7th 

21st 

31st 

4th 

5th 

12th 

13th 

18th 

27th 

2nd 

16th 

17th 

30th 

7th 

 

8th 

14th 

27th 

11th 

 

 

F 

F 

 

F 

 

C 

 

F 

O 

F 

F 

 

F 

C 

 

 

F 

F 

F 

Oliver Lloyd’s 70 birthday party. Meet on Priddy top green 5pm for the Old 

Grotto in Swildon’s Hole 

South Wales 

Swildon’s Hole 

Gaping Ghyll winch meet (Craven P.C.) 

Stone Mines 

WCC Committee Meeting 

G.B. 

Longwood Swallet – WCC practice rescue 

Manor Farm Swallet 

Hammer Pot 

St. Cuthbert’s 

Rhino Rift 

WCC AGM & Dinner 

Thrupe Lane Swallet 

Burrington 

Bonfire party (?) 

WCC Committee meeting 

South Wales 

Longwood Swallet 

Tynnings Barrows 

 

 

F: Friday Night Trips 

 

C: Club Trundles  

 

 

O: Off Mendip Meets 

Contact Brian Prewer, Wells 75757. Meet at cave at 7.30pm. 

 

Contact Phil Hendy, Wells 76134. Suitable for novices or prospective 

members. Meet at Upper Pitts, 2.45pm. 

 

Contact Steve Gough, Flat 3, 5 Lawson Road, Broomhill, Sheffield or 

Jeff Price 

 

No guest bookings are accepted for Committee Meeting weekends at Upper Pitts, though the Committee 

will accept small numbers of cavers who turn up on spec., depending on the amount of bunk space 

available. 

 

—0O0— 

 

H.Q. WARDEN’S NOTE UPPER PITTS IS LOOKING LIKE A SHAMBLES THESE DAYS. THERE 

IS OFTEN A STACK OF WASHING UP TO BE DONE, AND THE FLOORS THROUGHOUT THE 

HEADQUARTERS ARE FILTHY. IF YOU USE THE HUT, IT IS UP TO YOU TO MAKE SURE IT 

IS CLEAN AND TIDY WHEN YOU LEAVE. ALSO, THE MILKMAN DOES NOT CALL ON US, SO 

TAKE YOUR EMPTY MILK BOTTLES HOME WITH YOU. 


