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EDITORIAL 
 

The President, in his opening address at the 1980 AGM, voiced a view held by several members of long 

standing, that 'the Wessex is not the Club it used to be - if indeed it ever was!' It has been apparent for 

some time now that, at Upper Pitts in particular, the 'club spirit' is sadly lacking. The basic message to the 

incoming Committee was to do something about it. I was deeply honoured to be asked by the AGM to be 

the Club's Chairman for the forthcoming year, and I hope that I can respond constructively to your faith in 

electing me. I do not intend to use my other position as Editor to push policies at you from the Chair, 

except in this instance. It has been pointed out that I live locally, and have a committed interest in Mendip 

caving in general, and the Wessex Cave Club in particular, I am willing to discuss any aspect of Club 

affairs at any time, and pass them on as appropriate for the Committee to deal with. 

 

There has been a growing realisation that the lack of young members has not been to the Club's 

advantage, and that the rules should be changed to allow younger cavers the benefits of the Club's 

experience and facilities. The subcommittee formed by the AGM will be actively pursuing this matter, 

and will call an extraordinary general meeting to change the necessary rule as soon as the legal and 

insurance aspects have been clarified. 

 

An influx of young members will obviously help the Club, but further, I would like to see more events, 

both caving and social, centred around Upper Pitts and supplementing the Yorkshire and South Wales 

meets organised so ably by Jeff Price, which prove so popular. As always, the Journal will be the means 

of communicating news and views between members. I am very much aware that often this simply 

involves telling you, the general membership, what we, the Committee, are doing. Feedback of comment 

and criticism is always welcome either in these pages or over a pint in the Hunter's, enabling us to do our 

job to the best of your advantage. I am sure I detected a mood of re-awakening at the AGM - with your 

help we can make the Wessex the Club it should have been, and ought to be in the future. 

Phil Hendy 

 

CLUB NEWS 
 

Points from the AGM, held at the Hunter's Lodge Inn, October 18th 1980. 

 

Trustee Both the President and Richard Kenney spoke of Howard Kenney's long and capable association 

with the Wessex, both as a caver and as an administrator. His tenacity and attention to detail were highly 

valuable. Frank Frost also recalled the varied contributions to caving made by Brigadier Glennie, Jack 

Duck and Dr. Wallis. In consultation with the remaining three Trustees, the Committee had nominated 

Dr. D.M.M. Thomson to fill the vacancy left by Howard's death. Don was Secretary at the time that 

Upper Pitts was built, and is well-suited to take the position, being an active local caver. He was duly 

appointed by the President, a move endorsed by the meeting. 

 

Committee The President thanked the outgoing Committee for its work in the past year, speaking of the 

requirement for experienced, dynamic leadership, and for committed officers. He also noted that the 

Committee should not put itself in a position whereby it could be accused of favouring its 

contemporaries. In response to a query from the floor, it was confirmed that the Club had been 

represented at all CCC and CSCC meetings, while Wally Willcocks was CSCC representative on the 

Tackle and Equipment sub-committee of the NCA. 

 

Upper Pitts It was stated that the sewage problem had, after all the excavations and modifications to the 

system, been traced to a blocked pipe. The Trustees suggested that a 'maintenance file' be built up, dealing 

with all structural features of the HQ to be built up. There is a pressing need to do something constructive 

with the extension. This will be dealt with by the Committee, but the meeting suggested that it was 

suitable for a combination of tackle making, tackle and equipment storage, and possibly lamp charging 
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and locker facilities. Fewer guest parties seemed to be staying at Upper Pitts, though this is not common 

to the Wessex. This could be a reflection of the current level of hut fees. 

 

Tackle While ladder stocks were being built up, it was apparent that damage due to ignorant or careless 

handling is a serious source of loss. Members need education on this subject. 

 

Treasurer's Report The accounts for 1979/80 are published in this issue. The Club is in a sound financial 

position, and it is likely that the £90 stolen from the safe will be replaced by the insurance policy. 

 

Subscriptions It was felt that, although some members pay their subscription in advance of the AGM, 

thereby avoiding any new rate decided, this caused only a minor loss of income; it was not worth 

changing the rules to close the loophole. It was agreed, after discussion, that the Committee should 

continue to decide the reduction in subscription for those older, non-caving members who apply. Motions 

1 and 2 were passed by the AGM, the subscriptions and fees for 1980/81 are as follows: 

 

Ordinary membership £6.00 

Joint membership 7.50 

Affiliated membership 1.50 

Upper Pitts: Locker fee 1.00 

 0.50 

 

These sums fell due at the AGM, and prompt payment is requested. Cheques made payable to the Wessex 

Cave Club should be sent to the Treasurer. Food boxes and lockers should be clearly marked with the 

owner's name. 

 

Third Party Insurance and membership facilities for minors Discussion of Motions 3 and 4 was inevitably 

linked. The meeting was firmly in favour of reducing the age limit for Club membership. The problem is 

one of providing either an indemnity protecting the Club and its members against a claim by a minor or 

his parents or legal guardians in the event of an accident, or of ensuring that a suitable insurance cover is 

arranged at reasonable cost. At present we have third party insurance only, not caver-to-caver. The BCRA 

seem to be offering an attractive policy, but they negotiate on behalf of its member clubs; there is no 

opportunity for clubs such as the Wessex to negotiate for the type of cover it may uniquely want. Added 

to this is a move by the NCA Tackle and Equipment sub-committee which could lead to the adoption of 

standards for caving equipment. Thus the case could arise that a BCRA insurance would be void if an 

accident involved the failure of non-standard tackle, eg. a club-constructed ladder. The incoming 

Committee was mandated to make enquiries into the best policies currently available, and to make 

recommendations at the next AGM. 

 

In view of the mood of the meeting, the Committee withdrew Motion 4, and the meeting set up a sub-

committee, consisting of Jim Hanwell, Phil Hendy, Tim Reynolds and Mike Thompson to solve the 

overall problems of Club membership by minors, and the required insurance cover. Motion 3 was 

therefore held in abeyance, to be the subject of an extraordinary general meeting to be called as soon as 

feasible. 

 

Election of Officers and Committee for 1980/81 W.J. Ham's nomination as Hut Administration Officer 

(prop. D. Morrison, sec. R.A. Websell) was unfortunately omitted from the AGM handbook. There was 

only one nomination for each vacancy, and so all candidates were duly elected. Nominations were 

received from the floor for the posts of Chairman (P.G.Hendy, prop. J.D. Hanwell, sec. P. Davies) and 

Hut Warden (J.R. Felstead, prop. A.D. Newport, sec. M.D. York). As there were no other nominations, 

they were duly elected. 

 T.E. Reynolds was re-elected as Honorary Auditor. 

 

Club Dinner Around 90 people sat down to a good dinner at the Caveman Restaurant, Cheddar. Jim 

Hanwell proposed the toast to Absent Friends, notably Ben Dors, and then introduced the Guest of 
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Honour, Fred Davies. Fred spoke of diving in Stoke Lane Slocker sump III, recalling the teamwork and 

camaraderie which is so essential in caving. The serious business of drinking and socialising then began, 

carried on afterwards at Upper Pitts into the small hours. 
 

The event was remarkable for its orderly, even subdued atmosphere. In stark contrast to previous years, 

the behaviour was (almost too) impeccable. However, the Dinner was enjoyed by all, and the Committee 

will be looking for suitable entertainment to follow next year's event. After all expenses had been met, the 

Club was left with a small profit, which is welcome after the losses sustained in previous years. 
 

 

Extracts from the Committee Meeting held on November 9th: 
 

Upper Pitts Alterations The Committee, following guidance at the AGM, has formulated plans for using 

the extension. A large tackle store will be built there, for all ladder and rope, plus digging tools and 

winches, etc. Each ladder will have a tag, so that it is known who takes each ladder out. Returned tackle 

will be pushed through a slot in the wall, so that it cannot be taken out again unless it is properly checked 

in. There will thus be no need to find a Committee member in order to return tackle. The roof is to have 

an insulated ceiling fixed, and some form of heating, so that the workshop can be used in winter. 
 

The old workshop will become a ladies priority changing room. Some of the lockers there will be moved 

out to increase floor space. A door is to be fitted and the windows made peep-proof. Work has already 

started to move the chargers to a new location by the kitchen door. They will then be fitted up to charge a 

total of 15 cells at one time, and facilities for charging Oldhams through the headpieces may be provided 

later. 
 

An instant-heat shower is to be installed in the cubicle already built. This will be for ladies priority use, 

although it will also be useful for mid-week parties, to avoid firing the boiler just to heat water. 
 

Safe This has now been fitted with better locks, and is back in use, thanks to Glyn Bolt. It will be emptied 

more frequently than it was before. 
 

Ladies Dormitory Once the old workshop has been converted, no changing will be permitted in the ladies 

dormitory. 
 

Food Boxes Members with food boxes are asked to ensure that they are rodent- proof, as mice are present 

in the HQ. The ball-bearing mousetrap is not very efficient, and is to be supplemented with the aid of 

poison and mechanical traps. 
 

Tackle The budget put forward by the Gear Curator at the AGM was approved by the Committee. In a 

deal with Rocksport and a local Carnival Club, 300ft of old rope has been replaced with new 12mm 

polypropylene at a very reasonable price. 
 

Bonfire Night The rain held off to allow a successful evening, with over 100 members and guests 

watching the firework display. Afterwards, beer and hot spiced cider was dispensed, while Alison Moody 

and her helpers served plates of curry, and hot dogs, making a useful profit. 
 

MRO Box The bonfire party was preceded by a rescue from Sludge Pit, which gave us an opportunity to 

look at the comforts box and other items held at Upper Pitts. Many of the contents were found to be 

unsuitable for their intended purpose, and so Adrian Vanderplank has agreed to review and restock the 

box. In addition, stocks of beverages will be kept in the box for the benefit of those rescuers left on the 

surface. 

 

New Member We welcome the following new member: 

 

Richard John Whittington, 27 Lyvedon Way, Long Ashton, Bristol, Avon. 
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Atty A noticeable absentee from the AGM and Dinner was our old friend Atty. We subsequently learned 

that he was in hospital in Swindon following a couple of strokes, which have left him paralysed down one 

side. He was later visited by Phil Hendy, who found him cheerful enough, though fretting at the enforced 

inactivity. It looks as though the local rugby club will have to find another linesman! Anyone wishing to 

drop him a line should write to: H. G. Attwood, 155 Goddard Avenue, Swindon, Wilts. 

 

DIARY DATES 
 

13th December 1980 

2nd January 1981 

10th January 

11th January 

16th January 

17th January 

30th January 

13th February 

22nd February 

27th February 

14th March 

15th March 

21st March 

27th March 

10th April 

24th April 

8th May  

10th May 

22nd May 

12th June 

26th June 

10th July 

12th July 

18 - 24th July 

24th July  

7th August 

21st August 

4th September 

13th September 

18th September 

2nd October 

16th October 

17th October 

30th October 

8th November 

14th November 

27th November 

11th December 

 

x 

 

 

x 

 

x 

x 

 

x 

x 
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x 
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x 

 

x 

x 
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x 

x 

 

x 

x 

x 

 

x 

 

x 

x 

x 

White Scar Cave 

Swildon's Hole 

CSCC Council Meeting, Hunter's Lodge, 2.30 pm. 

WCC Committee Meeting 

Sludge Pit / Nine Barrows 

NCA Exec. & Special Committee Meetings, Mendip 

Manor Farm 

Tynings Barrows 

Charterhouse Caving Committee AGM 

St. Cuthbert's 

South Wales 

WCC Committee Meeting 

National Caving Association AGM, Derbyshire 

Lamb Leer 

Fairy Cave Quarry / Shatter Cave 

Banwell Bone / Stalactite Caves 

Eastwater 

WCC Committee Meeting 

G.B. 

Longwood 

Burrington 

Bleadon Cave 

WCC Committee Meeting 

International Speleological Congress, Kentucky, USA 

Cow Hole 

South Wales 

Swildon's Hole 

Stone Mines 

WCC Committee Meeting 

Manor Farm 

St. Cuthbert's 

Rhino Rift 

Wessex Cave Club Annual General Meeting and Dinner 

Thrupe Lane 

WCC Committee Meeting 

South Wales 

Longwood 

Tynings Barrows 

 

x   Friday night CC meets – contacts Brian Prewer, Wells 73757.  Meet at cave, 7.30 pm 

 

No guest bookings on Committee weekends. These date are liable to change. 

For details of club trips (excluding Friday Night meets) contact Caving secretary. 

Don Thompson is attending the ISC Kentucky and will also be visiting caves in Virginia and New 

Mexico. Anyone wishing to join him for part of the time is welcome to contact him. 
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DALES DIARY 
 

AN EVERYDAY SAGA OF CAVING IN THE NORTH 

 

Fingers McGurk & Murphy Molegrips 

 

Dropapot (l) has been on holiday, from writing if not from caving, and much has happened since this last 

diary was written. The Wessex have been regularly in evidence in the North, and have invariably 

completed their objective. Here we shall sketch the details of this activity, and give a fuller account of 

more recent doings, hopefully as a pattern for the future. 

 

28th December 1979 County Pot to Lancaster Hole. 

 

30th December 1979 Pippikin Pot to Link Pot, including a trip up Cigalere Passage to the 60ft Cascade. 

'Eight Man Aven' was noted on this trip. The ‘Dales Diary Dinner’ was held afterwards, attended by 

eighteen people, 

 

19th January 1980 Penyghent Pot. With the fell frozen solid under a layer of snow a fine bottoming trip 

on ladder was accomplished. 

 

16th February 1980 Dale Head Pot. The 'Gang of Four' reached the big pitch. 

 

15th March 1980 Lost John's System. The cave was bottomed via Centipede, and all the Master Cave 

Inlets explored. Swessex Chamber and Aven discovered. 

 

5th April 1980 Cliff Force Cave. A sporting and interesting resurgence cave in the northern Dales was 

explored to its present limit by a combined Wessex/ Eccles CC team. 

 

April 9th 1980 Pippikin Pot / Link Pot. The wise entered the system via Pippikin, the less wise via Link. 

Bolting of Eight Man Aven was begun and thanks are due to Ian Jepson for the bolt kit, and the trouble he 

took. 

 

April 20th 1980 Yordas Pot / Cave. 

 

May 27th 1980 Lost John's System. Further extensions made in Death's Head Inlet (2). 

 

August 24th 1980 Dale Head Pot. Fountains Fell. As mentioned above the Pot was first visited by the 

Wessex in February when the 'Gang of Four', (Websell, Faulkner, Gough & Gough) reached the big pitch 

before being forced to turn back due to the large tackle burden (twenty major items) and the need to meet 

their ETO. For the return match the party was strengthened by the addition of Colin Davies, Keith 

Sanderson and Malc Foyle. 

 

A late start found us changing amongst the tourists on Fountains Fell, strolling light heartedly across to 

the entrance, and conning the 'newcomers' down it. The pot begins with a 20ft pitch and a 40ft climb 

down the shoring of the N.P.C. dig (3). At the bottom the water runs between breeze blocks (!) into 

Heartburn Crawl. This unpleasant bit of passage was found easier than on the previous trip, partly 

because of the considerably reduced volume of water. Even so, tackle is best got through the first part on 

a rope, whilst patience is certainly a virtue in the second section. Eventually the main inlet passage is 

reached and some nice stream way; a traverse soon reaches the abandoned and pretty (and warm) passage 

at the head of Bottle Pitch. Here Keith became ill and set off out, while Colin also decided to call it a day. 

With numbers down to five the tackle burden was alarming, but Malcolm is quite strong. 

 

Pitches of 50ft, 10ft, 40ft, and 35ft were quickly descended to the head of the big pitch - a fine stormy 

chamber with the stream falling through a yawning hole in one wall. Our objective was the Crow's Nest 
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route, involving a short ladder descent followed by a bold step onto a small ledge. From here fine vertigo-

inducing views may be had of the weird, knobbly stal which cling to the flat roof above the pit, and a 55ft 

pitch lands on Windy Ledge, which is a sort of three-dimensional island in space with pitches off both 

sides. Care is needed as the previous ladder swings into the main shaft and may easily jam. 

 

Going away from the water a 35ft pitch with rather psychological belays reaches a further junction and a 

little bit of horizontal passage ends in the squeeze onto Window Pitch, which is 60ft back in the main 

shaft. Once the ladder has been located with ones feet a fine view may be had of the circular shaft, and the 

column of water at its centre. Pitches of 10ft and 20ft reach a sump but a traverse over this last pitch leads 

to the Borehole, which is something of a sting in the tail. 

 

Obviously the aforementioned sump is a relatively recent feature, for the clean-washed rock hitherto 

typical of the pot is now left behind, and progress is in thick, flood-borne mud. A fiddly traverse, a couple 

of awkward climbs, a short pitch, a thought-provoking squeeze and a swim if you're not careful re-join 

the main water which falls down the final 40ft pitch and so to the bottom. At l65m this is the third deepest 

hole in the Dales (4). 

 

On the way out we kept out the cold by doing seal impersonations, and eventually two heaps, one of 

cavers, the other of tackle, were gathered at the top of Bottle. Although one feels as if one is out here a 

further two hours of leisurely tackle-humping brought us to the surface after 11 hours underground. A 

really fine trip. 

 

People come and go, but it is certain that the Wessex will continue to be active in the North. Come and 

join us. There are trips of all standards to be had, and the next Dales Diary Dinner to look forward to. 

 

References; 

 

1. 'Dropapot' J. WCC 15, No. 179 

2. Faulkner, T. ‘Death's Head Inlet Extension’, J. WCC 16, No. 182 

3. Batty, G. & Eyre, J. 'Dale Head Pot' 'Northern Pennine Club J. 1979 

4. Waltham, A.C. 'Limestones and Caves of N.W. England. p.105 

 

 

BLAK WAL TRADING 
 

FOOD - DRY GOODS- SWEETS 

 

Limited quantities for sale at Upper Pitts 

 

MARATHON MARS BOUNTY BEANS HERRINGS FRANKFURTERS S & K PUDDINGS  

 

SPONGES VESTA SOUP BULLY BEEF IRISH STEW etc etc etc 

 

Keys held by: Jeff Price 

Phil Hendy 

Wal 

This is a non-profit making service to the Wessex. 

 

Case quantities of commodities are available by special request at trade rates, eg: 

 

Whiskas Cat Food 24 x 1AT (l5½oz) £6.71 plus VAT (£7.73) 

Heinz Baked Beanz 24 x 1AT (15½oz) £4.29 

 

Apply to Wally Willcocks 
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ELM CAVE 
 

[ Fordbury Bottom Cave ] 
 

MURDER COMBE (EM) NGR: ST 7464 4873 

 

The cave was re-located in 1956 by Dave Mitchell and Alan Cowley, who reached the second boulder 

ruckle. 

 

The CDG Newsletter (Series 50, January 1979, p.14) reports dives by Pete Moody in May and June 1978. 

He stated that he could not find a way 'on. 

 

Also in 1978, Dave and Dianne Walker, Alan Mills and Colin Brimstone blasted the passage in the dry 

section beyond where Pete Moody dived, as the water level had dropped., Pete and Alison Moody 

reached the third chamber in dry passage, due to lowered water level, and saw a sump 20ft below, but 

were unable to dive due to lack of tackle. 

 

On Sunday 14th September 1980 the sump beyond the third boulder ruckle was dived by Colin Houlden 

and Barry Wilkinson, backed-up by Marion Gay, Alan Mills and Glyn Bolt. 

 

Report by Colin Houlden: 

 

"I dived first upstream and found a submerged chamber about 8ft x 8ft with a 2-4 inch airspace situated 

centrally in the roof. There was no obvious exit from this chamber other than the entrance. I returned to 

base. 

 

On the second dive I explored the downstream area and found no obvious way on. I returned to base. 

 

Upon first examination of the sump, the water was crystal clear and an obvious hole at the upstream end 

about 3ft round was visible, this was the object of my third dive. Because of the previous two dives the 

visibility was now zero. I therefore decided to enter feet first. I descended through boulder obstacles to a 

depth of about 20ft. I aborted the dive due to faulty equipment and upon my return to base, Barry dived to 

confirm my three dives." 

 

 

AUSTRIA 1980 
R . C .  Harper 

 

This summer, having found myself in the fortunate position of being unemployed for three months, I 

asked the BEC if I could join their expedition to the Dachstein Alps. They agreed, and over a Sunday 

lunchtime beverage in the Hunters, notes and diagrams were scribbled on scraps of paper and drawn with 

grubby fingers in puddles of beer on the table. I left with the strong impression that it was not going to be 

easy to find the place; as it turned out I was wrong, at least partly. It was Austria I could not find !! Once 

inside there was no problem in finding the caving areas. Incidentally, the BEC also informed me that 

English cavers get half-fare on the Dachstein Caves cable-car, but more about this later. 

 

Transport was my first problem, but this was solved by buying a car from the Treasurer, Al Keen. This 

car had seen some service in caving areas as it originally belonged to Paul Hadfield, who must be turning 

in his wet-suit at the thought of me driving it for any distance. It came with so many spares that the petrol 

consumption must have suffered just carrying them around (there are not many people who carry three 

distributors and a new clutch in their component parts, as well as the usual fan belt, spare tyre etc). 

 

The area that I was heading for had been visited by the BEC in 1978 and 1979) it is on the south-eastern 
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edge of the Dachstein plateau at a height of about 6,000ft with mountains all around. Access is by a 

sweaty 3-4 hour walk from Hallstatt (the nearest village and about 30 miles south of Salzburg), this 

involves a rise of about 2,500ft and is best avoided by anyone with a grain of sense. Even those with the 

mentality of boisterous Labrador puppies used to get their packs taken up on the cable car before walking 

up the track, the easy way however was to catch the passenger cable-car up as far as the plateau and then 

saunter along a relatively easy, fairly level path for about an hour. However, to put things in some sort of 

order: 
 

11/7/80 Left Dover 11.45 pm. 
 

12/7/80 Arrived France 1.30 am., short kip and then motored across to Germany, arriving in Strasbourg at 

about midnight. 
 

13/7/80 Got sent back to France with instructions to repair and repaint the number plates. The German 

Border Police don't muck about - its all clipped Teutonic orders and hands on guns. For one horror-

stricken minute I thought perhaps I was a look-alike for one of the Baaden-Meinhof gang. 
 

At 2 am got into Germany. 
 

After driving all day and getting lost several times I got to Austria in the early evening. 
 

14/7/80 Got up early intending to get to journey's end in the early afternoon, but several massive 

navigational errors, and roadwork’s and traffic jams prevented this. 
 

15/7/80 Finally arrived in Hallstatt in the early afternoon (the morning was enlivened by the tyres 

catching fire coming off one of the passes). Did the ritual postcarding. Looked at the path and muttered a 

well-known phrase ending in "... for a game of soldiers." Drove to the cable-car. 
 

Once at the cable-car I remembered that English cavers get half-fare, but with my rudimentary German 

could not remember the word for 'caver'. Just before buying the ticket it came to me in a flash – 

‘Gewurtzxaminer’ !! So I marched up to the man in his office and announced, "Ich bin ein 

Gewurtzraminer." He gave me a funny look and a full-fare ticket. It later transpired that Gewurtzraminer 

is a type of wine. As a rough parallel try going into Wells bus station and announcing to the conductor on 

the Bristol bus that you are a bottle of Guinness; I'll bet he does not give you half-fare either. 
 

Cable-car was very exciting, especially the large amounts of snow that were lying around everywhere. At 

the top an hour's walk in good weather got me to the BEC base, the Weisberghaus; this is an alpine hut 

maintained by the Nature Friends of Austria, and the Mendip contingent (Stuart Lindsey and Trev 'Biffo' 

Hughes), who were settled into a small wooden shed to one side. 
 

The guardian greeted me with some of his few words of English, "Caver, do you vant a trink?" the beer 

turned to steam in my throat. Stu and "Trev were underground but soon contacted me on the 'phone that 

was rigged from the cave entrance to the hut, hence forward to be known as the 'Glocken', which is 

German for 'Belfry'. 
 

Over dinner that night I learned that they were going to concentrate their efforts on a cave discovered the 

year before that looked quite promising. This cave, known as Barengasse Windschact was about 20 

minutes walk away, and work was in hand to put in expedition-proof SRT rigging; already the first two 

pitches had been done. 
 

16/7/80 Descended the cave to continue rigging, the others had forgotten the climb up to the entrance 

over high-angle snowfields, and then up a small rock face using fixed ropes. Between the last snow and 

the rock was a small bergschrund which on this day was a little eighteen-inch step across. By the end of 

the expedition it had become about 6ft across and with about an 8ft drop from the top lip; supposed hard 

men were seen to clutch crucifixes and mutter things like "Well, here goes - ... Hail Mary ... etc." before 

making the heart-stopping jump on the return journey, as a false landing could send you skidding off 

down to the mantraps at the bottom. 
 

The cave was an insignificant entrance slot leading off from a small ledge. The low slot quickly dropped 
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into a 20ft deep free-climbable pot to a short crawl, followed by a 20ft ladder pitch, then another short 

crawl, to a 25ft roped pitch. At the bottom of this second pitch a tightish crawl (Eel Wriggle) turned at the 

end through a right-angle and a small slot to debouch over a 90ft pitch. (Eel Shaft). I was elected to rig 

this, and after two hours sitting in my harness I managed to place a good bolt that gave a reasonably free 

hang. The extraordinary length of time was mainly due to my poor bolting technique, and to the Petzl 

bolting tool which is really badly designed. 
 

From the bottom of Eel Shaft ran Dead Parrot Passage about 150ft of tight rift involving traversing and 

climbing with the tackle. Eventually we sweated out at the end to see a large pitch opening off into the 

gloom. This was the start of a series that had been descended by Graham 'Basset' Wilton-Jones the 

previous year. Dumping the tackle we exited. 
 

Light relief was provided on Eel Shaft when Stu undid his belt at the slot at the top and dropped his 

carbide generator onto Trev. 
 

17/7/30 Backpacked gear to the entrance. 
 

18/7/30 Weather superb, breakfast outside and all caving gear dried in about ten minutes. I set off to bolt 

the head of the big pitch. I broke two bolts and then got in two good ones; thus we were able to fix a 

traverse line across to the best hang, out of the small stream that we had picked up. A short abseil to a 

small ledge (about 12ft), then 60ft to a large walking-about ledge. 
 

19/7/80 I pushed off to the ledge we had reached the day before and put in two bolts; actually I put in 

three but one broke off. As these were all in a line everyone except me had the heebie-jeebies about them 

and insisted that at any moment a large piece of the wall would split. Hence it was called Bolt Fracture 

Pitch, and another bolt was placed as backup. From the head of BFP a 70ft abseil led to another ledge 

with an alcove to one side ready-made for the soup-kitchen that it became. 
 

Another bolt and a 30ft abseil to a large ledge. Trev climbed down a further 7 or 8ft to a large black space 

after putting in a bolt. Then we called it a day. 
 

My turn to provide the light relief by having one of my Gibbs ascenders came apart but I managed to fix 

it, using bootlace. 8 hour trip. 
 

20/7/80 Festered. 
 

21/7/80 Festered.The rest of the party, Graham Wilton-Jones and Chris Smart, plus the Surrey Heath C.C. 

arrived in the afternoon, thus interrupting the photography session in a hastily-prepared snow hole for the 

benefit of advertising Vesta foods. Fine electrical storm at night. 
 

22/7/80 Set off late to the previous low point. Trev put up a hairy traverse and then bolted at the head of 

the next pitch. A lovely abseil of 60ft dropped into a spray-filled chamber (Basset's furthest point of 

1979). Exploration fever gripped us. Stripping off our SRT gear we all rushed into the inevitable tight 

winding rift at different levels and progressed for what seemed like 200ft to the head of an enormous (or 

so we thought) pitch. This new passage we called the Vesta Run. 
 

25/7/80 Whilst I festered through another foul day of driving snow in the hut, drinking tea and reading, 

Basset and Graham Nye and Gary Childs of the SHCC bottomed the next shaft (Bachelor Shaft - note the 

insidious commercial pressures inherent in the naming so far; don't worry, it gets better later). 
 

They found it to be about 150ft deep with the bottom half quite wet.- Graham Nye and Gary Childs who 

had had a look around at the bottom said that the way on was too tight after 4 or 5ft; as they both look like 

a thin version of Kahatma Gandhi my heart sank. 

 

24/7/80 Awoke to a fabulous day, the very best that the alps could produce, with clear blue skies and 

good visibility. 
 

Trev and I hurried down to the low point and found that a short climb to the roof of the rift leading off 

from the Bachelor Shaft got us into a classic 'keyhole' which we followed for a short distance until it 
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became a very high, and in places quite wide, rift with hairy bridging. Several inlets were passed and the 

stream was getting bigger. 
 

After several hundred feet Trev announced that he had found yet another pitch. The scene went something 

like this- 

T:- "Bob, I am just going to chuck this rock down. NOW!" 

Clunk, clunk, bonk – noises. 

T:- "About 70ft, I think. I'll just estimate the distance back to you in..." 

BOOOOOMMM!!!! from the depths. 

T:-(bridged over hole) "Christ!!" (with feeling). 

This was obviously a big one. 
 

25/7/80 I festered. Stuart and Trev and some of the Surrey Heath contingent started to transport 700ft of 

rope to the new pitch and Chris Smart and Basset started the survey. 
 

26/7/80 Trev and I finished carrying the rope to the head of the pitch. 
 

27/7/80 I festered, but Trev in a solo push went on down the new shaft. He put in two bolts and abseiled 

past two tight squeezes to complete a 150ft abseil to a small sloping spray lashed ledge The stream was 

by this stage quite sizeable, and as the whole cave and water were only just above freezing it was very 

cold. 
 

26/7/80 Today was to be the last day of pushing so I went off first in a solo attempt to bottom the shaft 

using one of the precious few NiFe cells that we had brought. This had a superb spot beam of about 150ft. 
 

I quickly reached the top of the shaft but had some difficulty with the first of the squeezes. Arriving at the 

ledge I was able to swing onto a rock bridge and then on down a further 30ft to a small ledge. Here, 

sheltered from some of the water I put in two bolts and threw off the remainder of the rope (about 200ft) 

and abseiled on. The abseil was very cold and wet, free-hanging, and as I looked down I could see the 

loneliest knot in the world slowly rising to greet me. At the end of the rope there was no sign of the floor 

or one wall. There did not seem to be any good reason to stay (? just hanging about !!), so I clipped on the 

ascending gear that I was already fearing and started out. The next 400ft or so were a bit 'character-

building', it did cross my mind at one stage that I might not survive. 
 

I emerged after about 20 minutes to find Gary Cullen and Gary Childs at the head of the shaft, a welcome 

sight. One of the perks of being the volunteer for the days push was that I did not feel obliged to haul 

tackle out so I carried on out, emerging to the remains of a nice day that was rapidly brewing to a storm. 

After getting a shock from the telephone, I set off back to the hut and met Trev, who kindly took my 

rucksac from me. 
 

29/7/80 I festered. Most of the others detackled or surveyed. 
 

50/7/80 Ditto. 
 

3I/7/80 Chris Smart, Basset, Trev, Steve Woolven (SHCC) and myself finished the de tackling. 
 

The remainder of the holiday was spent walking around the mountains, and then we all drove to France 

via the Dolomites and the Gran Paradise in order to liaise with the Wessex party in Choranche. But I 

expect someone else will be chronicling that saga. 

 

Points:- Equipment: The standard caving gear for most of us was a furry suit with a boiler suit of some 

kind on top. Of the furry suits, Trev's, which is a naval issue diving under suit was by far and away the 

best. 

 

For over suits everyone chose the Enduro suit which performed well. 

 

We used the new Marlow SRT rope throughout the cave and everyone was very impressed by it. 

Certainly as far as I am concerned, both for the confidence its non-stretch properties inspire, and its 



 

100 
 

apparent resistance to wear, it is head and shoulders above any other rope that I have used, including 

Bluewater. 

 

As far as ascending gear is concerned the 3-point Gibbs rig with a back- strap and a shoulder hang 

seemed to come out on top. Its slight slowness on changeovers is more than compensated for by the speed 

on long stretches. 

 

 

LETTERS FROM AMERICA 
P.L. Hadfield 

2nd September 1980 
 

More news of Friar's Hole. Since my trip, the level we dug into beyond Tin Can Alley has yielded about 2 

miles of new passage, including an upstream section of the Rocky River stream way (Rocky River II). 

And its still going! Barbaras Room, at the downstream end of Friar's Hole, has been pushed for about 

700ft, heading north towards the Avalanche Room. 
 

The waterfall in Monster Cavern was finally climbed in a marathon 52-hour assault by Bill Stone and two 

others. They found 1,000ft of passage plus two waterfalls of 30ft and 15ft. My source (personal 

correspondence) states they were being climbed at the time of writing. 
 

Tom Barton of Calgary has discovered the entrance to a major cave on the Andy Good (? - Ed.) plateau, 

which may prove to be another entrance to Mendip's Cave, which was only visited three times before the 

entrance was sealed by ice. Whatever, the system is certainly a major discovery and promises to lead to 

some exciting caving, as Mendip Cave itself was far from being fully explored. 
 

As you can see from the address - I'm now working in the High Arctic - just a few miles south of the 

permanent polar ice cap. Its now the time of year when things begin to get chilly up here and we are 

periodically dodging pack ice and growlers that are starting to work their way south. The other day we 

accidentally lassoed a growler with our cable and for a while we were thinking of going into the 

freshwater export business! 
 

Currently I'm looking to my next month off when I plan to just wander off into the Rockies by myself, 

walking and climbing. I don't expect to get any caving in except perhaps a visit to the Andy Good or 

Archmys - if not then I hope to be underground in Mexico over Christmas or the New Year. 
 

Has anyone on Mendip decided to come over to Kentucky '81? Let me know and I'll be there to buy 'em a 

beer. Give my regards to Les Asticots Noirs and tell Harper to write, also the other Mendippians. 

 

Adios 

Paul 

 

PS. It is rumoured that Boon has moved to Ontario. 

 

M.V. Edward 0. Vetter  

Geophysical Services Inc, Arctic Operations, 

P.O. Box 2140, INUVIK  

Northwest Territory  

CANADA. X0E 010 
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3rd October 1980 

 

A couple of scraps of news for the Journal, Stop Press. 

A party consisting of Boy Jameson, Patty Mothes, Bill Stone, Ron Simmons, Garry Storrick and John 

Zidon carried Stone's bottle and diving gear down 1,500ft of crawl way to Tom's Sump in the Cruikshank 

region of the Friar's Hole system. The sump however was down and the only obstacle was a 150ft section 

of 6-inch airspace passage. This leads to over 2,000ft of virgin cave, mostly walking passage, with two 

areas of low airspace in two levels. The terminus was a room 70ft high and 30ft wide with the stream 

going down a small hole. Some crawling-size leads were left unchecked. 

 

Local cavers with the technological guidance of Alan Fincham (WCC) are operating on a new dig headed 

towards the north end of Canadian Hole. Comments from those participating are that it’s the most 

sophisticated dig they have taken part in. 

 

Friar's Hole System is now 35½ - 36 miles long and still expanding! 

 

Another piece of news; a bit dated but... 

Tom Miller and Peter (?) made a through trip to Great X (Wyoming) from Top Entrance to a newly 

discovered lower entrance on Aug. 24th, setting a true D.S.  ie. below the 48th parallel) record of 1400ft 

over a distance of about six miles. 

 

I'm off to Texas again in November - eating all that hot Tex/Mex food. 

See y'all later 

Paul 

M.V. E.O. Vetter  

Beaufort Sea 

 

(Paul sent over a survey of the Friar's Hole system, simplified opposite, and some photographs, which 

will be in the album at Upper Pitts – Ed.) 

 

 

 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
 

Dear Sir, 

 

re. WCC Journal Vol. 16, No. 182, p.57, under Grotte de Fermanyeaux, quote... "The Source de Pontet 

lies a little further .... etc. .... We did not investigate a real nutmeg-grater of a crawl above it." 

 

During a solo trip in October 1974 I was bivouacking in the entrance chamber of the Grotte de Pontet and 

investigated this crawl. I got about 100ft (33m) along a bedding plane angled at about 45°. It is fairly 

obviously a flood overflow and would probably repay investigation by someone slim and determined. 

 

R.C. Harper 

 

STOP PRESS - SLUDGE GOES TO SWILDON'S 
 

Pete Moody and others have recently dye-tested Sludge Pit and Nine Barrows to Swildon's 6 via 

Passchendaele. A full report will be published later. 

 

Could this herald a big push on the Sludge Sump? 
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SOME CAVES OF EASTERN FRANCE [Part III] 
 

N. Graham 

The Vercors – continued 

 

Grotte de Bury (near La Fa, Plateau de Presles 84348 31894 A. 1258m L. 11,700ft, VR. l,300ft total 

(10,630ft, 1,040ft to non-divers ). 
 

Location: Marked on the IGN map 'Parc Regional du Vercors' 1:50,000, the Grotte de Bury lies close to 

the road running north-east from the hamlet of La Fa (or La Faz) through the Forêt Domaniale des 

Coulmes, a heavily wooded area rich in dolines, sinks etc. A couple of miles from La Fa a new road leads 

off left (roughly north) to Malleval (?). Park by the junction. The cave is found by following a path from 

the junction, gently downhill through the trees roughly west, parallel to the La Fa road, to a spring on a 

shale bed. Go uphill through the trees towards the road, two outcrops are met. The upper outcrop contains 

the Grotte de Bury Superiure: 500ft to a couple of sumps. Containing the Scialet de Bury (a 35ft pitch 

into the cave), it drains into the Grotte de Bury itself. 
 

Grotte de Bury: we only scratched the surface of the place, two people reaching the foot of the first pitch 

but not finding the way on. We have a plan-only survey and a brief description, so our description of what 

we visited will be followed by a translation of the French work. 
 

The entrance is a fissure at the base of the lower outcrop, quickly opening into a passage sloping gently 

down to meet a canyon passage. This soon collects the stream and carries on easily to the first pitch (true 

pitch), 8m. Two obstacles occur along here. The first is a small sump - go through an eyehole just above 

it. The second is another sump a few yards beyond. A greasy climb into the roof just upstream then a 

slippery traverse to the top of the barrier over the sump is followed by a 25ft ladder descent to the stream 

again. 
 

Below the 8m pitch, the only way on appeared to be a rising gallery; this seems from the rather poor 

survey to be a length of fossil gallery, the stream way was somehow missed. The following is a 

translation: 
 

"1,500m of meanders, 0.5 to lm wide and broken by small pitches and constrictions, leads to a large 

gallery with unstable walls. Another series of meanders, gours, pitches and constrictions then leads to the 

sump at -354m. Thirty-five metres long and two metres deep (passage height or water depth below the 

surface?) it gives access to 600m of galleries leading to the second, terminal sump, at the -405m level. 
 

Tackle: Climb, 7m pitch, 8m. Cyclops squeeze (vertical, 23cm wide), 10m pitch, 3m pitch, 18m 

(Escarpollette 25m) (?) pitch 10m (2m from piton) Pitch, 20m (Ténèbres 30m) (?). Constriction and two 

pitches in a fossil gallery, 10m each. The numerous deep pools are fitted with hand lines. Wet-suits 

(Pontonierres?) very useful. The moderate ('faible') height of the pitches render ladders practicable." 
 

The climb at the start of the above list appears as a pitch on the outline survey; it may be the one 

(described above, bypassing a small sump. The reasons for the very different depths on each of the 

Escarpollette and Ténèbres pitches are not given in the scanty information available; the survey lists them 

as 18 and 20m respectively. 'Cyclopes' are a Parisien caving club who have many finds to their credit in 

this area. In summer a slight draught is noticeable in the cave. 
 

WARNING: The Grotte de Bury is susceptible to flooding in storms or the spring thaw; many passages 

become impassable. The stream resurges via the Grotte de Pre-Martin. 
 

References: Note - these were lifted straight from a photocopy of part of another publication, the source 

of which is not known. The actual contents of the works cited are thus not known. 

 

C1auda, J. & Lugiez, G. 

 

 

1967 'Scialet' - Bulletin du F.L.T.  

1970 GHESS Bulletin No. 3. pp 4,6,7.  
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Lugiez, G. & Marbach, G. 

 

Jean, R. 

Lismonde, B. 

 

 

1973 Colloque Sur L'Hydrogeologie Karstique du Vercors, 

Grenoble 1968. 

1973 'Scialet' 2, Bull du C.D.S. Isère. 

1975 'Scialet' 4, Bull. du C.D.S. (Survey) 

 

 

 

Gour Fumant & Faux Gour (Herbouilly. I.G.N. map Vif 5-6 1:25,000, 84712, 30750. A. 1,280m 

or I.G.N. map Parc Naturel Regional de Vercors (5) 1:50,000.) 

 

Herbouilly is a syncline lying a short distance to the east of St. Martin-en-Vercors. Aligned north-south, it 

contains a number of caves including the Scialet de Malaterre and the Gour Fumant. St. Martin-en-

Vercors may be approached from Pont-en-Royans via the spectacular, brooding gorges of the Grands 

Goulets, or from the Gorge de la Bourne up-valley from la Balme de Rencurel, following the D221 from 

St. Martin-en-Vercors towards Villard de Lans, over a ridge SE of St. Martin and down into Herbouilly. 
 

Description: Gour Fumant is the main cave, Faux Gour entering it not far beyond the base of the third 

pitch in the Fumant. The cave seems from the survey and description to resemble the more compact of the 

Yorkshire systems: various short climbs and modest pitches, and a gentle dip. We did not visit it, but have 

a book and surveys on it. The lower parts of the cave contain a streamway: this descends to an awkward 

canal of variable water-level with an interesting squeeze at the far end, past which is a junction with 

several hundred feet of stream way to the deepest part of the cave at -163m. 
 

The easiest way in, from the tackle-hauling point of view, is via the Faux Gour, by pitches of 17m, 9m, 

9m, 12m, and 9m. The book suggests a single 10m ladder for the 12m pitch. The book also tells you of 

'spits' at the pitch heads - then tells you not to use certain of them. It also tells you to take 2 hangers and 2 

8mm bolts for each pitch. The two entrance series are summarised below: 
 

Faux Gour 

                   P 17 - C  1 . 6  - C 2 - P 9 __________ Letterbox 11 - P 9 ___ 

                                                                      |_____                                      | 

                                                                                 |                                     |-P 12 - P 9 -… 

Gour Fumant                                                            |                                     | 

     C 2 - C 2 - C 5.5 - C 4 - P 9 - P 6 - P 11______|___P 4.5 - P 15______| 
 

C = Climb. Depths in metres. 
 

Reference: 'Le Gour Fumant', in series 'Connaissance et Decouverte du Vercors Souterrain' (March 1973). 

Ed. Chiron, M. Pub. SGPCAF. 
 

In the same series as the previously cited book on the Grotte Pre-Martin, this work is a highly detailed 

description of the cave, with each section surveyed, together with the explorer's expedition reports. 
 

Around the Cirque de Choranche 

 

The Cirque de Choranche is the site of the main resurgence for the swallets on the Plateau de Presles, that 

section of the Vercors massif which lies north of the Gorges de la Bourne. Like the Chartreuse (the next 

massif north), the Plateau is a great slab of Urgonien limestone resting on Hauterivien marl, its major 

folds and faults aligned N-S. There are very few surface streams on the Plateau, snow meltwater and 

rainwater sinking very rapidly - though not so rapidly for the flourishing vegetation. The Cirque de 

Choranche is the outlet for an area encompassing Presles, Les Fauries and La Fa. The Grotte de Bury 

ignores this, its stream crossing one of the Cirque's known feeders at some point to emerge in the Bourne 

about a mile west of the Cirque. 

 

Tracing the Cirque's feeders was no easy matter. The various groups exploring the area seemed to have 

assumed that the Bury water paralleled the other conduits and popped out into the Cirque. Massive doses 

of fluorescein in the Bury failed to appear again, bar one which gave traces in all the resurgences. That 
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test was not believed. Twenty-six pounds of dye proved the Scialets Nord des Sauries - Grotte Jallifier 

link. At last the G.S. Fontaine la Tronche (F.L.T.O.), in 1970, proved the Bury - Pre-Martin flow. Our 

information, the detailed description of the Goumier in 'Scialet' 1974, describes the above tests, but does, 

not name the Gournier's supply: it was still unknown at the time. 
 

Eleven caves and/or risings are situated round the Cirque, at the base of the cliffs. From east to west they 

are:- 
 

Trou de Cambuse Fossil 

Grotte de Chevaline Temporary 

Grotte de Balme Étrange Fossil 

Résurgences de Balme Étrange Permanent 

Grotte de Coufin (Grottes de Choranche) Permanent 

Grotte de Gournier Permanent 

Sources du Jallifier Permanent 

Grotte de Ruisseau de Gorges Temporary 

Grotte de Jallifier Temporary 

Source de He pi at Temporary 

Grotte de Balme Bousse Fossil 
 

Quite where some of these are precisely is another matter; we do not have all the relevant information. 

The Balme Étrange resurgences are not marked as such on the Coufin-Chevaline survey, though the 

'Porche de la Baime-Étrange' is. Possible the risings are the Chevaline's 'leaks', shown as 'Griffons' on the 

plan. 
 

Anyone contemplating following the cliff on the wild side of the Cirque is advised to start at the east, ie. 

Gournier, as the most difficult ground is at this end. Starting from the end of the path to the Gournier, it is 

necessary to climb very steep, scrub-covered slopes liberally supplied with small cliffs and long scree 

runs. If there are any paths up that lot, they will probably be easier to find from below. Once up at the foot 

of the cliff, progress is a little easier. Two 'large' caves are encountered; we could not identify them with 

any certainty. The eastern one is a short bit of huge, dry, old vadose gallery ending at a massive gour 

terrace. At the top, the way on was seen to be a low crawl, someone's dig. The other cave we 'found' was 

evidently a flood rising; a low, wide bedding plane leads to a small cross-rift with fresh-looking gravel 

deposits, followed by a narrow rift containing a static canal. We did not follow it far. 
 

We had started at this end of the Cirque; finishing here, one can follow the boulder-strewn streambed 

from the latter cave steeply downhill, through the trees and out onto the steep open meadows down to 

Choranche. It does not look very far round, seen from the campsite below, but the Masochist Hiking and. 

Caving Group took a good eight hours over it. 
 

A couple of Show Caves 
 

The Grottes de Choranche Justly famous for its formations; a breath taking display of pure white straws, 

generally two to three feet long, in their thousands. The entrance is a short tunnel driven along the 

resurgence, once a sump. Inside, most of the cave itself is a huge, roughly triangular chamber occupied by 

a green lake. The path leads rounds this, with two short excursions up the incoming stream ways; one 

from the Chevaline, the second the Coufin itself. As a final touch, the path near the exit leads up over a 

boulder pile, giving a grandstand view over the hall. 
 

Show-cave developers often come in for criticism for spoiling caves by untidy lighting, excessive civil 

engineering etc., apart from the 'deja-vu' air that 'Pixie Grotto'-style caves have for cavers who know 

Manor Farm Swallet or Swildon's One. The show section of the Coufin however has been spared such 

indignities; the lighting is to a very high standard, both as illumination and in its installation, the 'works' 

are the minimum needed, and much of the paths is bare rock. 

 

We found the staff friendly and helpful, possibly as we were cavers from overseas, though we did draw a 

blank as regards caving in the system. 
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The Grotte de la Luire (St. Agnan-en-Vercors). Several miles south of the Gorges de la Bourne, it forms 

part of the system feeding the Grotte de Bournillon. For a while it snaffled the depth record from that 

thing in the Pyrenees (‘Descent’ 32, p3), but this was not verified. Anyway, the PSM soon fought back 

(‘Descent’ 33, p4), retaining the record. 

 

The Grotte de la Luire is not ornamented, its tourist appeal lies in its great shafts and its wartime 

connection (if that can be said to be appealing). The main part of the show cave is a vast aven (English 

meaning), the Oscar Descombaz Hall, 200ft high and fully floodlit. Descombaz was the Vercors Balch: 

he is credited with first entering the Gournier, (though he only explored the lake by boat) amongst his 

many explorations. Beyond the Descombaz Hall, the tourist gallery ends at the head of a pitch; the rest is 

all cavers-only. Caving seems to be allowed, indeed on our visit, as tourists, the place was festooned with 

ladders. There was even, of all things, a tailor's dummy dressed as a caver sitting by a ladder dangling 

from some aven or other; the guide, knowing who we were, pretended it was not there. Probably because 

we said to each other, "Ooh, look, a stuffed potholer!" The guide, in fact, almost glowed when he realised 

who we were; not long after the International Film Festival this was, he must have decided we were no 

ordinary cavers, even English ones, but the cream of British Speleology visiting ‘his’ show-cave. To his 

credit, he delivered his tour lecture in English; it was an effort but good. He also gave us English-

language descriptions of the cave, on duplicated sheets. The grammar is a little odd, but far better than my 

French (I'm sorry to admit). Quote: "It has been dug gradually between ...7,000,000 and 10,000 BC, date 

of the last glaciation, during which some caving took place." 

 

This information sheet describes the action of extreme floods in the Luire system: unable to take all the 

water to the Bourne, it backs up and overflows from the Grotte de la Luire entrance at a rate which may 

exceed 1500cu ft/sec. This is graphically illustrated by a display of photographs at the cave. 

 

The Grotte de la Luire achieved fame in the Second World War. For a short time it was used as a field 

hospital by the Resistance, who were particularly tenacious in the Vercors. Nazi troops discovered this 

however, and stormed the cave; those who were not killed there and then were taken to concentration 

camps. A memorial to the doctors and Resistance members has been erected in the car park. 

 

A tourist trip to the Grotte de la Luire could be combined with a visit to the Vercors Resistance Museum 

not far away at Vessieux. A display of documents, photographs, firearms etc. set out in chronological 

order the course of the War and the Vercors Resistance movement. The Germans never really succeeded 

in defeating the area, but they wreaked terrible vengeance: bombing the villages and committing 

appalling atrocities. The museum was erected partly as a memorial to those French who died in the 

struggle; perhaps apt as this is regarded as the museum's main function. 

 

Conclusion 

 

The Doubs and the Vercors: two areas with a wide range of caves, in superb scenery and easy of access, 

suited to both ‘holiday caving’ and hard caving expeditions (eg. Scialet Combe de Fer, Gouffre Berger, 

both in the Vercors: the latter if you can get access!). 
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RULES OF THE WESSEX CAVE CLUB 
 

As at November 1980 

 

1. That the Club shall be called the Wessex Cave Club. 

 

2. That the objects of the Club shall be to promote the sport and science of caving by:- 

 

a) Initiating newcomers into the best tradition of the game. 

b) Gating caves that are likely to become despoiled,, 

c) Publications. 

d) Organising gatherings to explore or excavate. 

e) By arranging for Members to visit caves in districts other than their own. 

f) Erecting and maintaining huts where members can stay while cave hunting. 

g) Maintaining gear for the use of Members. 

h) Maintaining for the use of Members a library of books, literature and maps. 

 

3. That the Club shall consist of Honorary Members and Ordinary Members who may be of either sex. 

 

4. That the President, Vice Presidents and Honorary Members shall be entitled to exercise all the 

privileges of ordinary members, including the rights to stand for office and for the Committee, and 

all voting rights. The President and Vice Presidents shall retire annually and be eligible for re-

election. 

 

5. That the affairs of the Club shall be conducted by a Committee which shall consist of a Chairman, 

Secretary, Treasurer, Gear Curator, Assistant Secretary, Caving Secretary, Editor, H.Q. Warden, 

H.Q. Administration Officer, and three other members who shall all retire annually and be eligible 

for re-election. These posts are honorary and must be filled by full members of the Club. The 

Committee shall fill any casual vacancies. The Committee may appoint any member of the Club 

whether they be a Committee member or not to carry out any duties that the Committee consider 

necessary. The Honorary Secretary of any properly constituted group within the Club shall be 

eligible to attend a Committee Meeting in an ex-officio capacity, and may nominate a substitute to 

attend any meeting which he cannot attend personally. An Honorary Auditor shall be appointed 

each year at the Annual General Meeting. 

 

6. Any member standing for election to office or for membership of the Committee must be nominated 

by two members of the Club. The election of the Committee shall normally be by ballot and ballot 

papers must be returned by the start of the AGM. Nominations for officers and for membership of 

the Committee shall be received one month before the Annual General Meeting and ballot papers 

shall be sent out at least two weeks before the meeting. Any unfilled post may be filled by 

nomination and voting at the Annual General Meeting. The end of the Club year shall coincide with 

the date of the Annual General Meeting. The Annual General Meeting and the Annual Dinner shall 

normally be held on the third Saturday in October. 

 

7. That any person desiring to join the Club must be nominated by two members and elected by the 

Committee. No applicant for full or joint membership shall be accepted for membership of the Club 

unless he or she has attained the age of majority. All members of an affiliated Club who are under 

the age of majority must obtain the permission of his or her parent or guardian who will be required 

to sign a special form supplied by the Club. Adult members of an affiliated Club must sign a form 

accepting the provisions of Rule 10. No caving club or society shall be accepted as an affiliated 

member of the Club unless the parent organisation has agreed to provide a suitable indemnity to 

cover the Club and its members. 
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8. That the subscriptions for the coming year be decided by motion at the Annual General Meeting, 

and shall become due at the end of the Meeting. Any member whose subscription has become more 

than one month overdue shall be named in the next Journal, and if within one month the 

subscription has not been paid, the members name shall be removed from the list of members, and 

notice to this effect shall be sent to the member. The subscription of a member joining near the end 

of the financial year may be deemed at the discretion of the Committee to cover the subscription for 

the following year. Married couples may become joint members and shall enjoy all the amenities of 

the Club except that they shall receive one copy of each Journal issued, and one vote only. A 

membership card shall be issued to any member. Any member of a substantial number of years 

standing, on reaching state pensionable age, and who has ceased active caving may apply to pay a 

reduced subscription; the amount of which will be decided each year by the Committee. 

 

9. Charges for the use of Club facilities shall be regulated by the Committee. 

 

10. That every person, whether a member of the Club, member of an affiliated club or non-member, 

making use of the services of a guide or guides, or taking part in any activity or expedition 

organised by the Club, or in which any member of the Club shall take part, shall do so at his or her 

own risk, and that he or she, or his or her legal personal representative or assigns or dependents 

shall have no claim or right of action against the Club, or any member thereof in respect of any 

damage, loss or injury (including death) .sustained by whomsoever and howsoever caused notwith-

standing any negligence of the guide or any members, or the body of members of the Club. 

 

11. That an extraordinary general meeting may be called at any time by the Honorary Secretary when 

required to do so by the Committee, or in writing by ten members of the Club. Two weeks notice 

must in all cases be given. Such a meeting may not pass a resolution, but by a simple majority of 

those present may draw up a resolution to be voted on by postal ballot within one month by the 

members of the Club. 

 

12. That members using the Club Headquarters shall leave it in a tidy and clean condition. Any member 

or his guest(s) wishing to stay at the Wessex Cave Club Upper Pitts HQ, may do so for no more 

than 14 days in any 28 days, unless engaged in a recognised research project connected with 

speleology and then only with the express permission of the Committee who will set the fees for 

that period at a fair rate. The Committee and the Trustees shall be empowered to expel, from the 

Club any member who is in breach of these conditions. 

 

13. That no alteration shall be made to these rules except at an AGM or by special resolution passed at 

an EGM called at the request of the Committee. Alterations in subscriptions rates shall be effective 

from the date of the meeting at which they are passed. 

 

14. That any person, or affiliated club whose membership is deemed to be undesirable by the 

Committee may have membership suspended by the Committee until, and not longer than the next 

AGM at which the member or affiliated club concerned shall have opportunity of being heard. A 

three-quarters majority of the members present at the AGM may expel such members or affiliated 

clubs. 

 

15. That the Committee shall have the right to refuse the use of Club possessions to members, or 

affiliated clubs, when they consider it desirable in the interest either of the Club or the member or 

affiliated club concerned, but the member or affiliated club concerned shall have the right of appeal 

to the Committee against this decision. 

 

16. That caving clubs or societies attached to educational establishments for minors or youth 

organisations may become affiliated to the Club on the approval of the Committee and subject to 

the inclusion in the rules of the club to be affiliated certain rules as approved by the members of the 

Wessex Cave Club and compliance with regulations as laid dawn from time to time by the 
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Committee of the Wessex Cave Club for the time being, The subscription shall be one quarter of the 

subscription of an Ordinary Member of the Wessex Cave Club for each member of the affiliated 

club. Each affiliated club shall have one vote and receive one copy of each Journal and other Club 

communications. 

 

NOTE: The concession given by this rule is normally intended for minors under 18 who are not 

wage earners and who are still pupils at the educational establishments concerned or active 

members of the affiliated youth organisations. Adults attached to an affiliated club will normally be 

expected to join as full members. 

 

17. That members of affiliated bodies may become Ordinary Members of the Club when their 

application has been approved by the Committee and the Annual Subscription has been paid. 

 

18. That notices of motions for discussion at the Annual General Meeting shall be received by the 

Honorary Secretary not more than two weeks after posting notices of the meeting. Such notices of 

motions must have the names of the proposers, and be circulated to the members at least seven days 

prior to the meeting. 

 

19. That at each AGM, the Club shall decide on the sum of money that is to be placed for that year in 

the Hut Sinking Fund. This fund is to be used only for major repairs, extensions, additions to or 

replacements of the Club Huts. The administration of the fund is in the hands of the Committee. 

 

20. No part of the Club's funds shall at any time be distributed by gift, division or bonus in money, to or 

between any of its members. On dissolution, surplus funds shall be applied in or towards the 

advancement of science in the fields of Speleology, Archaeology, or Geology, or any of them. 

 

21. There shall be four Trustees of the Club. The first Trustees shall be appointed by the Committee 

and the freehold, leasehold, shares and other property of the Club shall be vested in them to be dealt 

with as the Committee shall by time to time direct by resolution (of which an entry in the minute 

book shall be conclusive evidence). The Trustees shall be indemnified against risk and expense out 

of the Club property. The Trustees shall hold office until death, or resignation, or until removed 

from office by a resolution of a general meeting of members who may for any reason which may 

seem sufficient to a majority of those present and voting at a General Meeting remove any Trustee 

or Trustees, from the office of Trustee, If by reason of any such death, resignation or removal it 

shall appear necessary to the Committee that a new Trustee, or Trustees, should be appointed or if 

the Committee shall deem it expedient to appoint an additional Trustee or Trustees the Committee 

shall by resolution nominate the person or persons to be appointed the new Trustee or Trustees. For 

the purpose of giving effect to such nominations the President is hereby nominated as the person to 

appoint new Trustees of the Club within the meaning of Section 36 of the Trustees Act 1925 and he 

shall by deed duly appoint the person or persons so nominated by the Committee as the new Trustee 

or Trustees of the Club and the provisions of the Trustees Act 1925 shall apply to any such 

appointment. Any statement of fact in any deed of appointment shall be in favour of a person 

dealing bona-fide and for value with the Club, or the Committee be conclusive evidence of the fact 

so stated. 

 

 

Rules relating to Affiliated Clubs 
 

1. All members of affiliated clubs must comply with:- 

 

a) Rule 16 and other rules of Wessex so far as,they apply to affiliated clubs. 

b) The Hut regulations and the orders of the Hut Warden and Assistant Hut Warden. 

c) The orders of the Gear Curator when using Wessex tackle. 

d) Such sundry regulations or decisions that the Committee may make from time to time. 
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2. Members of affiliated clubs do not become, and must not represent themselves as, members of 

Wessex. 

 

3. Each affiliated club shall produce to the Secretary or Assistant Secretary of Wessex a copy of its 

rules on request. 

 

4. Each affiliated club shall send to the Assistant Secretary of Wessex in October of each year a list of 

members of the affiliated club, giving names, addresses and ages, and the same particulars of any 

new members within one month of election shall be advised to the Assistant Secretary of Wessex. 

 

5. Each affiliated club may have use of Wessex tackle, and Wessex Club accommodation only by 

advance application to the Hut Warden. No guests of affiliated club members will be allowed these 

facilities. 

 

6. Each affiliated club shall receive one copy of each Journal and other Club communications (see 

Rule 16). But affiliated clubs may make advance annual orders for additional Journals at a price to 

be agreed at the time. 

 

7. Members of affiliated clubs shall receive, as far as possible, the same access arrangements to 

controlled caves as full members of Wessex. 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE LOG 
 

23rd March 1980 Lionel’s Hole Pete & Alison Moody, A. Sparrow. Banged terminal dig and got chased 

out of the cave by fumes. Also had a look at S. Bristol's efforts in East Twin 3rd Chamber, an impressive 

set up but they seem to be having trouble with CO2. 

 

30th March Lionel's Hole Pete & Alison, A. Sparrow. The charge fired on the 23rd had taken off just 

sufficient rock to squeeze through. Alison then spent ½h digging the choke immediately beyond before it 

went. A phreatic cross-rift was entered. To the right it led back towards the sump choke and to the left it 

went 70ft to a squeeze. The passage is diabolically muddy and tight in places. Only Alison was able to 

pass the final squeeze into a large clean washed rift cutting across the strike, the way on appears narrow 

but the draught is encouraging. Put a charge on the squeeze before exiting. (Found choke in sump 

chamber dug by A.S. some months ago was within 6in. of breaking through into the extension). 

 

 

 
 

 

6th April Grotte de Mataliere (Doubs, France) R.A. Websell and MJC Persan Club from Paris. Nice cave 

with 30ft entrance shaft to large colonnaded galleries, traverses etc. Very muddy but impressive. Got lost 

on way out. 6h. 



 

114 
 

12th April Swildon's Hole R.A. Websell, I .Jepson, Julie Wootton, Al Keen. To Swynne-Puke site. 

Cleared debris from previous visit. Hauled tamp up rift and (after some difficulties) fired and retired. 

4½h. 

 

5th April Cliff Force Cave Mallerstang, Yorks. D. Walker, S. & P. Gough, T. Faulkner, Alan & Paul 

(Eccles C.C.) Surprisingly good and very wet trip. First sump was passable as a long duck due to low 

water conditions. Second sump has a draught from somewhere and deserves attention. 3½h. 

 

13th April Lionel's Hole Pete & Alison Moody, A. Sparrow. All through into the cross rift beyond 'Stick 

in the Mud' Passage. Alison got some ten feet up the rift and could see into what looked like 'large' 

passage. Banged the squeeze which prevented entry. 

 

3rd April Smeltmill Beck Cave Chris M., Annie, Scoff & Mrs Scoff. The long drive to the cave is well 

worthwhile. The cave is exceptionally pretty with a very aqueous entrance series. 

 

12th April Mangle Hole C. Milne, A. Lavender. Went to have a look around the boulders. The water level 

in Aldermaston Chamber has risen 60ft and sumped Aldermaston Squeeze completely, The well where 

the water level is also meant to fluctuate was completely dry. 

 

27th April Swildon's Hole. Swynne-Puke. I. Jepson, J. Rands. Spent some time carrying off debris from 

previous visit, then laid charge, fired and retired. 

 

4th May G.B. Cave Jim, Jon, & Terry Hands. Sustained heavy rumbling sound under Ladder Dig, approx. 

1½ sec. where stream sinks in mud. Fast retreat, did not investigate. 

 

5th May Swildon's Hole Vicarage Passage. I. Jepson, J. Rands. To examine possibility of dig becoming 

self-draining. Last bang very disappointing, but one more should do the trick. 3h. 

 

9th May Swildon's Hole Damascus. Pete and Alison Moody, Took a hosepipe down to siphon the first 

duck on the route to Renascence and of course the thing had drained itself. Spent an hour or so clearing 

gravel and mud from the duck, in an attempt to open up the drain hole so that we can bail the far sump but 

a lot of work still remains to be done. 

 

10th May Lionel's Hole Pete & Alison Moody, A. Sparrow. The ascending rift was found once more to 

have absorbed the shock of 2 lb bang with little adverse effect. After about an hour’s work with crowbar, 

hammer and chisel, Alison was able to squeeze up but was then confronted by another squeeze which she 

was unable to pass. Stick-in-the-Mud Passage is becoming noticeably less sticky and the rest of the cave 

increasingly muddy and slippery. 

 

5th May Brendon Hills Iron Mines P. & L. Hendy, D. & D. Walker Some of Charles Bryant's 

descriptions need updating! Went into two drainage levels - one to a T-junction with deep water on either 

side (Gupworthy Level) the other to a collapse with the possibility of getting up into the roof. 

(Kennesome Water Adit). 


