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EDITORIAL 

 

The Wessex must move with the times: All the best journals and papers have contests, quizzes and other 

puzzles scattered through their pages - and quite by chance I can offer you something in that vein. 

 

Many years ago the Cave Research Group formulated rules for cave surveying and its representation and now 

Pete Cousins has written up some new ideas which appear in this Journal. At the same time Tony Jarratt drew 

up a survey of Swildons Hole Victoria Aven Series in the Upper Pitts Log - which I have copied in this issue. 

 

Are the two compatible? what' can you find on Tony’s work that Pete doesn’t like? Or is Pete wrong? Come 

on - lets be hearing from you! 

 

(With apologies to the two unknowing, but not unwilling I hope, contestants). 

 

 

 

 

CLUB NEWS 

 

Extension to Upper Pitts 

 

In the last few days the Hon Secretary has heard from the planning authorities that our planning application for 

workshop extension at Upper Pitts has received planning permission. The plans which have been approved 

were those which were on show at the last A.G.M. The Club now has five years to make a start on the 

building. If we don’t start building in that time the planning permission will automatically lapse and we will 

have to apply again. Last years A.G.M. gave the Committee permission to obtain planning permission, but did 

not give them authority to start building. So, the decision to go ahead and build the workshop will have to wait 

until the A.G.M. in October. But, in the meantime, members should bear the following in mind: (i) the 

workshop will give us a place to store the heavy items of equipment at present littered around the H.Q. and the 

car park. This will mean that it will be possible to tidy the H.Q. and the site up. (ii) It will give the Club 

facilities to manufacture heavy digging equipment, shoring etc. (iii) The Club does not, at present, have 

enough money in the kitty to build the workshop unless it is spread over several years and is built by Club 

labour. That is the position as it stands at the moment, so can all the stirrers, hut builders etc report to the next 

A.G.M. and get their oar in! Whatever the outcome, many thanks are due to Malcolm Padfield for drawing the 

plans and negotiating the planning permission. 

 

Club Addressograph and Journal Distribution 

 

The Club has recently purchased an Addressograph. This has reduced the time for producing a complete 

address list from several hours to about ten minutes. The only time consuming item was setting the stencils up 

in the first place, and now that this has been done very little work is required to keep the system up to date. The 

Addressograph and the master address list is kept by Phil Davies, so any address changes should be sent to 

Phil. 

Phil's address is:- Copthalls, West Hill, Wraxall, Bristol. 

 

Club Tackle 

 

Recently the Tackle Warden (Black Wal) has been seen chuntering in his beard and waving his hook about in 

a rather irritated fashion. In order to prevent actual blood shed it is possibly best to find out the cause of Wal's 

problems. They stem quite simply from the fact that Club ladder has been vanishing at a rather alarming rate. It 

is probable that this has been merely due to members borrowing ladders and forgetting to return them, BUT 

ladders cost a lot of money and effort to make. So, first, if anyone has any Club ladder on 'long term loan', can 

they please return it. Secondly, can everyone remember the following (and actually do it, which is more 

important):- 
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1. For trips on Mendip, book tackle out in the book in the tackle store. When you return the tackle sign it 

back into the book . 

2. If you want to borrow tackle for trips away from Mendip, ask the Tackle Warden first. Don’t just take 

ladders from the tackle store and assume that it will be all right. If you do this it will probably mean that no 

one will be able to do any caving on Mendip because there isn't enough ladder! 

 

Finally, the junk lying around the old tackle hut and the car park at Upper Pitts is, strangely enough, Club 

property. So, if anyone wants to use it can they go and ask the Tackle Warden. 

 

Caving Exhibition at Bristol Museum 

 

Bristol Museum are currently running an exhibition on caving. This is to be on for a year and has some good 

exhibits including an artificial cave. The Exhibition is worth a visit and there is also a film on caving which is 

shown in conjunction with the Exhibition at the Museum. The film, which was made by Harlech T.V., was 

filmed in South Wales, Mendip and Yugoslavia. 

 

Cambrian News 

 

At the recent Cambrian Caving Council Meeting, the following were the main access changes that were 

announced:- 

 

Cwm Dwr Quarry Cave is now gated. It will normally be unlocked at weekends, but if it is locked the key will 

be obtainable from the S.W.C.C. H.Q. at Penwylt. For mid-week trips it will be necessary to book the 

key from the S.W.C.C. in advance. The boulder choke between Cwm Dwr and O.F.D. II is apparently 

still rather loose. 

Pant Mawr Pot. Applications for access to this Pot are to go to the S.W.C.C. No vehicle will be allowed to 

drive up to the pot without prior permission. 

Agen Allwedd. Bill Wilkes is no longer handling applications for the key to this cave. Applications should 

now go to: Alan Nutt, 20 Celyn Court, West Pontnewydd, Cwmbran, Gwent. A £1.00 deposit and 4 

weeks notice is normally required. 

 

Club Discounts 

 

Bryants of Bristol have recently announced that as a result of a policy decision they are no longer giving 

discounts to members of clubs. Unfortunately this includes members of the Wessex. However, Ajax Books, 

24 Tulse Hill, London S.W.2 are prepared to give 10% discount on most books on production of a club 

membership card. 

 

New Members 

 

At the Committee Meeting on June 11th, the following new members were elected to the club:- 

 

Richard Stevenson, 54 Bifield Road, Stockwood, Bristol BS14 8TJ. 

Miss Pamela Hallinan (joint member) 

John Kitcher, Cotland House, Fulbrook, Burford, Oxon. 

 

The First International Meeting of  Sportful Caving 

 

There is apparently a meeting of this organisation on September 15th to 18th 1972 at Mozet, Namur, Belgium. 

If any sportful caver is interested, he can obtain more details from the Hon. Secretary. It appears that the 

meeting is, 'to study and to find the most adapted material and exploration technics for exploration in 

underground systems'. 
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CLUB MEETS 

 

August. Picos de Europa, Northern Spain Mike York intends to return to the area visited by the Wessex last 

year. During last year's trip two new caves were discovered and there is a good chance of finding some more. 

So, anyone interested in doing some original cave exploration in a superbly mountainous area, get in touch 

with Mike York, 'Oddset', 19 Alfred Place, Cotham, Bristol 2. 

 

Saturday, September 23th Slide show on Stromboli. Phil Davies will give this slide show at Upper Pitts at 7.30 

p.m. 

 

Saturday, October 21st. A.G.M. and Dinner The A.G.M. will be at Priddy Village Hall at 3.00 p.m. The 

Dinner will be at the Bath Arms, Cheddar at 7.30 for 8.00 p.m. There is limited parking at the Hotel but there is 

a large public car park behind the old Regal Cinema. 

 

 
 

 

The 'Friday Night Club' trips are open to one and all. Names to Richard Kenney. All meets at 7.30 p.m. unless 

otherwise stated. 

Friday August 11th August Hole 

Friday September 8th Stoke Lane 

Friday September 22nd Ubley Hill Pot 

Friday October 6th St. Cuthberts 

Saturday October 21st South Wales 9.30 a.m. 

Friday November 3rd  Do you think you know Burrington? Meet at East Twin valley and see. Possibly wet 

suits. 

Friday November 17th Priddy Green Sink and clean up after in Swildons.  

Saturday December 2nd Singing River Mine 3 p.m. 

Friday December 13th A sniff around the Velvet Bottom area. 

 

THE CLUB CONSTITUTION 

 

The Hon. Secretary 

 

Over the years the Club administration has been constituted under the terms of Club Rule 5. This states that, 

'the affairs of the Club shall be conducted by a Committee which shall consist of a Chairman, Hon. Treasurer, 

Hon. Secretary, Hon. Assistant Secretary, Gear Curator and nine other members who shall retire annually'. As 
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the size and (regrettably) the complexity of the Club has grown the Committee have found it necessary to 

appoint the following officers in addition to those mentioned above:- Editor, Hut Warden, Hut Administration 

Officer, Sales Officer, Survey Scheme Officer, Subscription Treasurer, Journal and Occasional Publications 

Sales Officer, Journal Distribution Manager, Librarian, Deputy Hut Warden, Hut Booking Officer and Caving 

Secretary (who deals with cave keys and permits). Some of these duties, notably those of Hut Warden, Editor 

and Caving Secretary carry very considerable powers, and the actions of the person holding one of these posts 

can have very considerable effects on the Club. The result of this proliferation of posts appointed by the 

Committee has been that it is possible for the Committee to appoint someone to one of the most responsible 

positions in the Club without the Club members having the chance to give their approval (or otherwise). 

 

The Committee have considered this problem, and the first thing that was done was to draw up an organisation 

chart showing the lines of responsibility of the officers of the Club as at present. This chart showed two things; 

First, that the smooth running of the Club depends very much on the Treasurer since it is the Treasurer who 

checks that people have paid their subscriptions, received details of address changes and keeps the Journal 

Distribution Manager informed as to who should receive Journals. Secondly, there are nine officers who are 

essential to the running of the Club. These are: Chairman, Secretary, Tackle Warden, Assistant Secretary, 

Caving Secretary (a new post), Editor, Hut Warden and Hut Administration Officer, The other officers only 

assist the nine 'first tier' officers. It would for instance be possible for the Hon. Treasurer to carry out all the 

duties of the officers who are responsible to him (or her) if he (or she) had time! 

 

Following on from this evaluation the Committee considers that it is desirable for Club Rule 5 to be amended 

so that the results of the evaluation of duties are incorporated in the Club Constitution. The effect of this would 

be to have a Committee of twelve, consisting of the nine 'first tier' posts mentioned above together with another 

three Committee Members who would not normally be allocated specific duties, but would be available to 

deal with odd projects as they arose. The other 'second tier' posts would be appointed by the Committee, since 

these posts are basically to assist the Committee to carry out its duties. The holders of these posts would not be 

members of the Committee, but would have the right to receive the Minutes of the Committee Meetings and 

would also have the right to attend and speak at any Committee Meeting, but not the right to vote. There would 

be nothing to prevent a Committee Member holding one of these 'second tier' posts. 

 

The Committee felt that this alteration of the Constitution would have the following advantages:- First, the 

holders of the important posts in the Club would all be approved by the membership at the A.G.M. Secondly, 

it has become apparent that there are several Club Members who are prepared to do jobs for the Club, but 

because of personal commitments, cannot attend Committee Meetings. The 'second tier' posts are designed for 

this type of person. Thirdly, the revised Constitution would (hopefully) broaden the administrative base of the 

Club and spread the work load a bit. 

 

The Committee intends to incorporate these revisions into a motion for the A.G.M., but if anyone has any 

comments they would like to make the Hon. Secretary would be pleased to hear from them. 
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THE CLASSIFICATION OF CAVE SURVEYS 

 

by P.R. Cousins 

 

The current C.R.G. system of cave survey grading was originally devised by Arthur Butcher and 

Lewis Railton nearly 25 years ago. Although a partial revision was published by the original authors 

in 1966, the murmurs of discontent from Mendip have grown steadily more audible. It is fair to say 

that this critical attitude to the C.R.G. system may have started nine years ago with a twenty page 

treatise in this Journal by Dennis Warburton - incidentally one of the longest and most technical the 

Wessex has ever printed! Currently many Mendip surveyors are believed to be talking of two or at 

most three grades of survey; what follows is a personal version, which, perhaps due to exile in the 

Midlands, could well differ from other surveyors ideas, and hopefully will draw some interesting 

crossfire. It would also be nice to hear what the average caver wants from a survey! 

 

The basic idea is to combine the first six of the C.R.G. grades to give three standards of survey 

 

Class C - SKETCH 

 

Class B - SIMPLE SURVEY 

 

Class A - DEFINITIVE SURVEY 

 

Each of these is to be coupled with notes on suitable instruments, and standards of reading as 

previously. However a significant addition is the requirement for standards of feature presentation on 

a PAR with those of the instrumentation, and standards of plotting and presentation similarly suited 

to the achievement of the survey. A separate discussion of each class follows, but first it should be 

made clear that C.R.G. grades 1 & 7 have been completely rejected. In the authors opinion, grade 1 is 

not a survey since - "all measurements from memory etc." - no conscious intention to record the cave 

whilst underground is implied. Grade 7 is more contentious, unlikely ever to be applied to a major 

system, and due to the constraints of accurate theodolite surveying - Probably Impossible! 

 

The Sketch (Class C.) combines the old grades II and III of the C.R.G. Basically, anyone entering 

interesting new, or little known passage, should be capable of counting paces or body lengths - just as 

the length of ladder required for a pitch is invariably reported. If notes can be scribbled in the cave, so 

much the better; and best of all a few rough compass bearings can be taken. The essence of this class 

of survey is intelligent estimation, and a recognisable plan of many mines and simple cave systems 

can be produced without serious delay to a normal caving trip. 

 

The Simple Survey amounts to the old C.R.G. grade IV, by which many of our largest (British) 

systems have been surveyed - other than those on Mendip?. Caves, or Potholes, formed in quasi-

horizontally bedded limestone are well suited to this type of survey; and the plans which result appear 

very close to those of a grade VI survey, IF one is ever produced. This ‘IF’ is the critical point. There 

is definitely a place for this Simple Survey, since a grade V / VI of 'Definitive Survey' can - and 

probably should - take ten times longer to make. This amount of time is not available during early 

exploration, nor during expeditions abroad. 

 

Generally, a Simple Survey should as previously have estimated passage widths and outline, 

occasionally passage heights, and should spotlight obvious visual features. Smaller systems can be 

drawn with a protractor, but some rudimentary co-ordinate geometry may be necessary for a large 

system. Standards of measurements are easily achieved with any available tape or measuring rule - 
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the nearest foot or half-metre - and a hand bearing compass read to the nearest 2°. The survey will be 

improved if a little care is taken over station position error - e.g. use convenient boulders -- and if 

survey legs over 150 ft (50 metres) are avoided. As has been said before, unless a reasonable 

clinometer is used - the Watkin is excellent - surveying must be restricted to horizontal (or vertical!) 

passage. 

 

On the final plan, some indication of the surrounding country is valuable, e.g. nearby roads and, field 

boundaries, and especially surface streams, sinks, depressions and risings. These can easily be added 

to the survey by a combination of compass bearings and measurements taken on the grounds or 

perhaps less desirably, inferred from a map. 

 

The Definitive Survey (Class A) amounts to a merging of C.R.G. grades V and VI. The justification 

for combining these is that in terms of precision grade VI was only slightly better than a good grade 

V. The problem arises in part from the length of survey legs commonly used, in that a bearing to the 

nearest ½° on a 60ft leg is no more precise than a bearing to the nearest 1° on a 30ft leg. Thus unless 

leg lengths are severely restricted a grade VI survey of a large system will never be as good as a 

grade VI of a small tortuous system! 

 

Instrumentation for this type of survey can either be a combined compass/clinometer survey unit, or 

separate compass and clinometer hand held. - e.g. Suunto's. If the latter instruments are used, all 

bearings must be taken through a fixed back sight; either luminous, or a rock spur. This should 

minimise station position error. Measurements will be taken to the nearest 0.2 ft or 5 cm, and 

bearings can either be taken to the nearest ½° if survey legs are restricted to 30 ft (10 metres) or if 

frequent long survey legs (max 60ft - 20 metres) are contemplated, bearings should be attempted to 

the nearest ¼o. 

 

It is most important for future work that a network of permanent 'prime points' should be left in the 

system as part of the line survey. Shallow ½" diameter drill-holes are generally considered 

reasonably inconspicuous and suitably permanent. Generally ‘prime points’ at major passage 

junctions about 500 ft (150 metres) apart are suitable; and good written descriptions of their location 

should be recorded. 

 

Class A Surveying 

 

Having established standards for the centre line survey, it must be emphasised that this is generally 

only one of three equally important aspects of a Definitive Survey; these being:- 

 

i) Line Survey 

ii) Passage Outline, detail and cross section 

iii) The Surface Topography, and artificial features of the area - including all other cave 

locations. 

 

Passage outlines are suitably recorded by the system of 'station co-ordinates' (departures - left, right, 

above, and below the survey station to the walls). A continuous drawing of the passage plan is NOT 

relevant, although sketches of intricate areas, significant features, and passage junctions will facilitate 

drawing the outline etc. Passage sections can be collected where relevant, but preferably at least at 

every other survey station. It should be stressed that the predominant wall positions are more 

important than local bulges and that general roof and floor levels or stream levels should be given 

prominence so that the geological constraints of the system will be more apparent. 
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Surface Topography is probably the most neglected aspect of existing cave surveys. Since, with few 

exceptions in this country, caves are vadose systems - many of them still active - the present and past 

surface water courses are of paramount importance; shake holes and sinks being particularly of 

interest to the cave digger. Man made features - roads, walls etc - are needed for simple orientation 

since man does not possess an instinctive compass of his own. All this amounts to a requirement for 

considerable surface survey work to be done above the cave, the principle results of which should 

appear in the survey. 

 

However, in spite of what is implied by the above suggestions, a Definitive Survey is intended to be 

not only a map of the cave system, but also a base on which to record further work. This could take 

the form of new explorations, or of specialised data on sediments, geology, speleotherns, and many 

other interests. To accommodate any one of these the overall appearance of the map, as published, 

should be uncluttered! 

 

Other Considerations 

The final plotting is as much part of the art of Cave Surveying as is the actual instrument reading and 

recording. Between the two a lot of tedious calculation will have been done - albeit computer 

assisted. Whilst a Sketch, and possibly a Simple Survey can be drawn with a ruler and protractor, it is 

inconceivable that a Definitive Survey can be plotted other than by Cartesian Co-ordinates - i.e. 

calculating the Easting, Northing, and Altitude of every survey station. Although a lot of information 

may have to be presented, it is highly desirable that the overall plan of any cave system, including 

surface features, should appear on a single sheet. There is no objection to using separate sheets for 

elevations, passage cross sections, and detailed plans of intricate areas; but these extra sheets should 

preferably be the same size as the main plan. Incidentally, the use of a cartesian co-ordinate system 

will inevitably involve a grid for plotting. For many years, surveyors have recommended that a 

skeleton of this grid should be retained on the final plan; it is also desirable that this grid should be 

parallel to the edge of the final printed plan, and that North should appear at the top of the sheet - as is 

the convention with the Ordnance Survey. 

 

The problem of size appears to have been given little consideration in the past, and some surveys 

have appeared which are almost too long to be held in outstretched arms! There are physical limits to 

the amount which the human eye can comfortably encompass at reading distances, and although 

printing limitations are also important it is significant that the Ordnance Survey maps are generally of 

a manageable size. The 10 Mile series appear to be the largest (two sheets cover Great Britain, North 

and South), and is approximately the same as the metric size A0. The One Inch and Quarter Inch 

maps of the Ordnance Survey are much smaller when extended, being just a little larger than the 

metric A1 size. Perhaps this should be taken as a guideline for cave survey production?, certainly the 

A0 size should not normally be exceeded. 

 

In conclusion; the ideas contained in this article are only those of one surveyor, but it is hoped that 

they partly fill the vacuum of information on current surveying practice in this country - as well as 

simplifying the existing seven grade survey classification. 

 

The author would like to acknowledge that this article was initially inspired by Brian Ellis (S.M.C.C.) 

during a recent conversation on Mendip; although the latter may well not agree with the detailed 

contents! 
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Proposed .Scheme of Survey Classification 

 

Class C – SKETCH 

 

i) Distances by pacing, or body lengths, Depths by ladder length. 

ii) Bearings by hand compass, or even intuition - in which case a North Point should not 

appear on the Sketch! 

iii) For all but the shortest lengths of passage a few notes must be recorded underground. 

iv) This class of survey is well suited to new discoveries, and many mine workings. The 

notes can be drawn with a ruler and protractor and will probably fit onto an A4 size sheet 

of paper. 

 

Class B SIMPLE SURVEY 

 

i) Distances to the nearest half-metre with a Fibron, or other suitable tape, and survey legs 

preferably not longer than 50 metres. 

ii) Bearings to the nearest 2° with compass, and clinometer in inclined passage. OR in 

basically horizontal systems bearings kept close to horizontal, and altitude changes 

ignored. Potholes can often be regarded as a blend of horizontal and vertical passages for 

this class of survey. 

iii) Recorded notes to include some detail of passage dimensions and dramatic features; A 

station co-ordinate system is not needed. 

iv) Permanent marks should not be left in the cave as the survey precision does not justify 

them. 

v) The overall accuracy of this class of survey can be much improved by the use of Radio-

location gear, at suitable points, 

vi) Dramatic Surface Features should be included on the plan of a cave, e.g. sinks, risings, 

and shake holes. Roads, Houses etc need not be ignored if they do not clutter the map. 

Some attempt should be made to determine the location and altitude of the entrance, and 

of a possible sink or resurgence. In the U.K. these should then be annotated with an 8 

figure grid reference. 

vii) Whilst simple systems can be plotted with a ruler and protractor, more complex caves 

will benefit from plotting by simple cartesian co-ordinates. 

viii) As a general guide, even the largest systems should not need more than A2 size paper for 

final reproduction. 

ix) This class of survey will give a good impression of the extent, and complexity of most 

cave systems, and is probably all that can be attempted on expedition work abroad. 

 

CLASS A - DEFINITIVE SURVEY 

 

i) Distances to the nearest 2 cm or 0.1 ft with Fibron Tape. 

ii) Station Position maintained to within 2 cm or 0.1 ft, either by using rigid mountings, or 

by other means. 

iii) Either, Bearings to the nearest ½° and survey legs restricted to 10 metres OR, Bearings 

to the nearest ¼° and survey legs restricted to 20 metres. 

iv) Clinometer used throughout, and calibrated for zero error. 

v) Local Magnetic Declination determined with survey compass on every trip, using 

multiple bearings. 

vi) Passage dimensions recorded at every survey station, and where appropriate in between. 

Actual cross section should be recorded at least every 50 metres. Passage junctions 
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sketched underground. 

vii) Permanent Regerence Marks left in cave approx every 150 metres. (e.g. shallow ½ inch 

drill-holes). 

viii) Altitude and Location of Entrance(s) determined by survey at least as good as 

underground survey. NOT taken from O.S. map. 

ix) Significant Surface Features surveyed, and included on main plan of cave and principal 

elevations, together with related cave systems  

x) Survey plotted, after calculation, by cartesian co-ordinate system based on a local grid 

aligned with the National Grid (or True North). 

xi) Final plan always presented on one sheet not exceeding A0 in size and with North at the 

Top. Skeleton of grid used should be retained. Supplementary sheets of the same size can 

be used to show the cave plan in greater detail, and for passage cross sections, and 

elevations. 

xii) If notes on the survey, background of exploration, and records of other work done do not 

accompany the survey, a principle reference should appear on the main survey sheet. 
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FROM A DIVER’S NOTEBOOK 

 

by Graham Balcombe 
 

These notes are taken practically verbatim from the diver's notebook. They are a record of the first dips with 

"Whodd-Whodba", a home-made self-contained cave diving kit. At this stage the respirator was very 

inefficient and the carbon-dioxide absorber used was erratic - a combination which was probably the cause of 

the bad first dip, and which nearly brought disaster later on (though how nearly I did not recognise at the time) 

for I had no life-line on that occasion. The period was Easter, 1945. 

 

Enarrationis Personae (in order of mention): - 

 

Raymond Nunwick: 

 

F.J. Cook 

Pete: 

Mavis: 

Young BSA member, then engineering apprentice at Guiseley, Leeds; insatiable 

appetite and an amiable butt. 

ex-RAF fighter-pilot and office colleague at Harrogate. 

Canis domesticus ) 

My wife ) also the regular tandem companions 

Bacon Eggs, Fried Potatoes: rare comestibles at that time. 

Brown: 

 

Maggie Matterhorn: 

 

 

 

Ken and Ralph: 

Reg. Hainsworth: 

Milk-truck operator and caver, who obliged the boys with a lift from time to time 

but quickly saw the red light when diving equipment began to gather. 

Neither Maggie nor Matterhorn, but Harold Proctor, an old- time companion and 

stalwart of the Northern Cavern and Fell Club (often and perhaps better known to 

themselves as the "Tavern and Hell Club")- "Matterhorn" from the shape of hat 

worn during a memorable meeting at Gaping Ghyll in the thirties 

Nunwick’s pals 

A grand pot-holing acquaintance of the thirties; busy garage proprietor and motor 

engineer; Gritstone Club. 

 

"On the 25th of March the equipment was due for test in water. The air trials had been disappointing, but the 

performance would be adequate for a quiet trial of weights and to get some measure of familiarity with the 

new type of apparatus under water. 

 

Nunwick had a date at Kettlewell or some place and we were left high and dry the Sunday before Easter, but 

F.J. Cook, ever an enthusiast at whatever he turns his hand to, was delighted to step into the breach as diver’s 

attendant, and right well he did his job even though in unkindly manner soaked by a thoughtless diver who 

turned his spewing spillways on him as he untied the various weights. In fact he got far wetter than the diver 

did. 

 

The weather had been fine and warm for at least two weeks, to cheer us on maybe - maybe! Sunday was warm 

but dull, now and again it rained, but in the afternoon it cleared up and the sun shone. 

 

I had at rather a late hour written to the Avro Works asking permission to use one of their fire tanks for a dip. 

We had tested them both the previous Sunday and found the Yeadon-end tank nearly full of muck, but the tank 

at our end was almost clear. 

 

Mr. Briston of the Avro phoned to say he was only too pleased to help, and when we arrived (late of course, 

but only an hour to an hour and a half this time!) he was there waiting for us along with Major Grey of the 

Works Home Guard, and we were offered the services of his chief fireman should we care to call on them. 

 

We erected Nunwick’s tent alongside the tank and dressed for the occasion. But I haven't mentioned how we 

got there. Shame that there was no camera to record our departure! Behind the patient tandem was a 12" ladder 

and on the end of the ladder was the Nunwick trailer, festooned along the rungs were the diving clogs and 

other articles of equipment while on the top of it lay the tent. Pete was highly pleased at this strange outfit and 

was only with difficulty restrained from chasing off after us. Now back to the tank. The ladder was in and 
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weighted down with fifty pounds of lead, thought the experience showed it could have been rigged without 

any and done the job as well. The diver - that was me - climbed aboard the tank parapet and had his weights 

tied on. 

 

Feeling rather depressed and more anxious as I got deeper in, I eventually submerged. The cold water made 

hands and head ache, and soon I had had enough; and not once having stirred out of reach of the ladder, called 

it off, redressed and trekked home., Unfortunately Cook could not stay long; after eating daintily and very 

politely a portion of the repast set before him, he departed. We are not accustomed to diver's attendants or 

diver’s mechanics or what-have-you either eating daintily, or being polite, or ever leaving anything at all (not 

to mentioned eating all there is as slowly as possible to make it seem more!) 

 

Thus a big day and come and gone, and left behind it apprehension and doubt. 

 

On Tuesday the 27th, after phoning for more soda-lime, a parcel arrived with four pounds of the precious stuff, 

and Raymond Nunwick and I went down to Otley to the open-air baths. With a fresh charge of soda-lime all 

went well in sunshine, pleasant surroundings and the company of friendly engineers, who were busy getting 

ready for the summer season, painting and repairing. I spent half- an-hour doodling on the bottom, moving 

round in slow and fast circuits of the deep end - not truly deep for the water was a foot or so below normal; it 

was there merely to keep the tiles in good condition, but it was just right for me. 

 

Clearly things were better, and my spirits soared. I printed in large letters 'WOOKEY HOLE DIVERS' in the 

mud on the floor, to acknowledge the memories that being under water brought back again, then 'KELD 

HEAD CAVERN' in anticipation of things we hoped to come. Meantime the two engineers looked on rather 

perplexed; quite evidently they had not expected the outfit to work, while Pete, who had come with us in 

defiance of Mavis's strict injunctions, became agitated, rushed up and down the side of the bath and peered 

down into the water, wondering, no doubt, whether he ought to jump in to save his Pop. A few people sunning 

themselves on the river bank stirred at these strange goings on, stared awhile, then relaxed again; evidently the 

sun was rarer and more precious than any such curiosities. 

 

Raymond was delighted; so carried away in fact that as the heavily loaded diver staggered out up the vertical 

ladder, desperately holding on to the handrail in a do-or-die effort to gain the concrete, he held out his hand, not 

to help but for a handshake of congratulations. Diver nearly fell off with shock and the reaction of his 

expletives as he realised what was going on! Even so, we had got the outfit going only just in time, for it was 

the Tuesday before Easter, our D-day. 

 

Now Raymond had slipped his collar for the afternoon and it was well into evening when we arrived back, so 

he perforce had to hang around until night-school (which he should also have attended) was let out, lest an 

angry father should discover his movements. So he stopped for tea. There was nothing prepared for him, while 

for us there was some fish. So Mavis set to, to knock out something and soon there appeared a huge plate of 

bacon, two eggs, luscious fried potatoes and other tit-bits that smelt so appetizing beside our miserable tasteless 

haddock and mash. At first my comment was in friendly banter, but the smells got seriously to work on the 

gastronomical what-nots and the comment grew ever more biting. I think my belly will never forgive him that 

meal! Just think of it, two eggs, and fried potatoes! 

 

Thursday was a day taken off for making ready. First off was a load of heavy stuff to Horsforth to be picked up 

by Brown’s milk lorry; that took all morning. Next the Nunwickian trailer had to be strengthened to face its 

tasks and sundry bits added and knocked off it. Then the bike also needed attention. 

 

The weather, too, was busy getting ready; for weeks it had been mild and sunny, taunting us in our offices, 

beckoning mockingly to come out and to enjoy life. Now that the cage was open, so the weather became chill 

and it rained heavily. The river was rising steadily and the wind sprang up. 

 

Friday dawned cold and wild and by eleven we had packed and left. The sun shone, but without heat, and the 

wind blew keenly right in our faces, so hard we had to pedal down to Otley. Then it rained and it hailed. It took 
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an hour to get to Burley, another hour to Addingham, where up on the hillside we halted for lunch and 

struggled with wet wood for a cup of tea. The other side of Ilkley our luck was in; for Brown and his lorry, 

with Maggie Matterhorn and another already aboard, hove alongside. Tandem and trailer were soon flung on 

to the milk cans and lashed down while we were whirled through the biting air to settle, overtaking Ken and 

Ralph of our party struggling manfully against the blustering wind. 

 

At Settle we loaded up with all our mighty weight of gear and slowly inched our way in rain to Ingleton station 

for two more bottles of precious gas and so to Westhouse, our base for the week-end. When I say "inched", I 

mean it literally of the top of Buckhaw Brow, where our combined efforts heaving and tugging on the wheels 

only just succeeded in getting the outfit over the top. 

 

Saturday was even worse, but a scouting party - Ray and I -- went to Keld Head to inspect. The Kingsdale 

Beck, normally quite dry above the rising, was a fast-running stream with white horses and spume flying in the 

wind. The river rising from the corner of Keld Head gushed up with great force making waves across the pond 

which broke under the wind; from the auxiliary exits, too, it came rippling out, the pond was about a foot 

deeper than normal and it looked like a great brew of tea. We decided that the least we could do was to paddle 

round the pond and test the power of the current, but by afternoon when we arrived the water had dropped six 

inches and the waves had gone but the current was still swift while eddies chased across the pool. 

 

At last I was dressed, launched, - it is a lengthy business - and set about the job of trying out the new idea. After 

some time wallowing about and checking previous observations I called for the light, but it was then time to 

return. So, undressing, the kit was stowed in the tent for the night and we went down for tea. Meantime I can 

tell you first hand that the black abysses gaping under the rock walls looked very fearsome and suggestive of 

the lair of savage monsters! Visibility was two to three feet and likely to be much less with artificial light, so it 

was not entirely with regret I left the place to exchange for a feed and the fun of the local dance hall. 

 

Sunday was little better, it had been a wild and wet night. I essayed a descent, edging my way along the 

southern wall; the way down looked intensely dark. Clutching my drum of rope, I slowly groped my way 

downwards. Visibility quickly dropped from two feet to one foot, then to about six inches from the light. Each 

stone on the slope seemed to be the last, yet after each stone there appeared another. The slope was very steep, 

and the stones - about 6" diameter - were perched very precariously. When disturbed they rolled down out of 

sight with a queer high-pitched clink! clink!. Soon the daylight disappeared, last seen as a dim orange foggy 

patch almost overhead; the sound of breathing and of the inrushing gas disappeared, a deadly quiet ensued. It 

was disquieting, and after another few feet I left my drum and climbed back with the aid of the rope anchored 

on the bank; the dim patch appeared again, grew lighter and was daylight at last. The noise of breathing came 

back, and on opening the gas valve, yes, there was the rush of gas, all was well. 

 

After a brief exchange with the party on the bank, I went back and reached the dark and quiet by the drum, and 

peered down. The slope still went on. A few inches at a time, I climbed down following the little patch of light 

in front of my torch, then suddenly a level patch of sand and gravel appeared. Half-way down I had had to 

manoeuvre to avoid a spur of roof which jutted down, but here none was in view - which might mean very 

little anyhow! - and I lay crouched on the river bed. 

 

That was a measure of achievement, and little would be gained by pushing on in such conditions. I would 

return later for a sample of water for the Rural District Council, who were thinking of installing a dam to 

supply drinking water to Westhouse. 

 

On gaining the bank I was already chilly and glad of a break for lunch, but did not warm up, thanks to the 

inclement weather. Soon the sample carriers arrived and in I went again. It was some time after the lunch 

interval had expired, but Diver's Attendant was nowhere to be seen. Mavis and the bottle carriers struggled 

with the weights and fittings and soon, disgruntled, I wanted to know where the so-and-so my attendant had 

got to, when an offended voice came from the back of the tent "I'm still eating my grub!" After levering him 

away from his sandwich and getting trimmed, I submerged. By now I had lost the touch of enthusiasm gained 

by the success in reaching the bottom and did not feel happy about the descent. The neck band leaked and had 
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to be adjusted. I was glad of the delay. Going down I thought that all was not well with the respirator, it was by 

no means free from trouble, but I knew it was not far to go and I would soon be back. By now I was sure that 

the respirator was going badly, so quickly opened up the sampling bottle, I heard it gurgle as I sat there half-

dozing, sealed it off mechanically, and slowly started to climb. It seemed ages before that patch of light above 

broke through and the difficulty of the last few feet broke irritatingly through to my dulled consciousness; at 

last I surfaced, but there was still the stretch to the bank to cover. I started to walk it and came to a shallows; in 

temper I threw myself down into the deeper water the other side and crawled to the bank. 

 

Once again in the fresh air I quickly recovered and the sample of water was whisked off to settle, while we 

packed up and trekked back to Westhouse. I had been using soda-lime as absorbent, it obviously needs careful 

watching and a lot more experience in safer water before venturing any distance in a cave. 

 

That night we had an enormous tea and settled down to argue on the manner in which stones fall and of orbits 

of celestial bodies. 

 

…. …. …. …. 

 

Monday we spent on the flanks of Kingsdale in a tour of inspection of the pots and entrances; we cycled to 

Braida Garth, climbed up to Lord's Top and then across to Yordas with its waterfall in flood, got smoked out 

by our fire, and passed on to the other holes in lower Gragareth, to a late dinner and another hop - this time "A 

Ball, evening dress optional", though no one opted, - where, after narrowly escaping being ejected, we shuffled 

and slid around till our soles smoked, then retired to roost. 

 

Tuesday morning we spent packing, we left at twelve, broke down at quarter-past, retired in hail and heavy 

rain to Reg Hainsworth's garage, where I tried to make the broken gearbox serviceable, but without luck, then 

spent a happy half-hour or so with the Hainsworths at tea before returning by train to Apperley Bridge and 

pushed the long push home. Perhaps the weather will now ‘tek oop agen’! 

 

F.G.B. 27-2-51 

Ed Further details, and photographs, of this suit can be found in:- 

 

 British Caving. Cullingford, Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd. 1st Edition. 1953. 
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MENDIP RESCUE ORGANISATION 

 

Common sense precautions 

 

Try to prevent accidents in caves. Leave details, preferably with cavers, of your intentions on every trip. In the 

event of an accident, help yourself as much as possible as delays are the greatest danger. Call the Police only 

when assistance is really needed. 

 

Call-out procedure 

 

1. Someone with detailed knowledge of the accident should go to the nearest call-box or telephone and 

ring the Police at WELLS 73481 

2. The Police require the following information: name and address of caller, situation and number of call-

box or telephone, nature of accident, name of cave and location within cave, number of people 

involved including their condition, experience and equipment. 

3. The caller must remain at the phone whilst the Police contact an M.R.O. Warden from the list. The 

Warden will ring the caller back to give direct instructions. 

 

At the rescue 

 

1. The Police and Warden in charge decide jointly what action is necessary. 

2. The Warden in charge will call and standby the cavers and equipment considered necessary. He will 

complete a log of the whole operation, particularly of the number of rescuers and equipment 

withdrawn from stores or other sources. Names, addresses and other relevant information about the 

victims will also be recorded as soon as possible. 

3. At the discretion of the Warden in charge and the Police, the former will be responsible for any public 

relations and press statements at the time about the operations underground. 

Others are discouraged from taking action of this sort. 

 

After the rescue 

 

1. The Warden in charge will decide on the satisfactory conclusion of a rescue from the M.R.O. 

standpoint. He will submit a report of the operation to the Hon. Secretary of the Organisation for the 

Police and M.R.O. records. 

2. The Warden in charge is the only person fully conversant with all aspects of the rescue; so, he should 

be prepared to comment officially upon the causes of the incident and courses of action taken. 

3. Equipment used will be returned as soon as possible. 

 

April 1972. 

 

M.R.O. Recent information 

 

On two rescues this year outside the Wells Police district, the callers have delayed matters by using the 

standard emergency call number and not the Wells Station. It is very important that all calls are channelled 

through Wells 73481 as posted at the entrances of all major caves. The Police have made arrangements with 

local telephone exchanges to ensure that this is carried out. Give explicit information and stay at the phone 

until contacted by the Warden for further instructions. Time is the biggest enemy on a rescue and is very easily 

wasted through garbled messages. 

 

 

J.D. Hanwell 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer 
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REDCLIFFE CAVES, BRISTOL 

 

by Tony Philpott 

 

These caves derive their name from the ridge of new red sandstone in which they are situated. The entrance is 

on Redcliffe wharf behind a large shed. Other entrances have been walled up and are no longer visible from 

the outside. The system is known to pass under Redcliffe Parade and go towards the foundations of the 

General Hospital where the sandstone ridge ends and is replaced by clay. That end of the system is known as 

the yellow cave. Another branch is believed to lead to the crypt of St. Mary Redcliffe Church but has been 

sealed off due to the risk of roof falls caused by the vibrations from traffic on Redcliffe Hill. It is improbable 

that the caves extended any further in this direction. 

 

The caves are definitely man-made and should perhaps be called stone mines rather than caves. They consist 

of a haphazard series of interlinking tunnels driven into the North face of the sandstone ridge, pillars of un-

excavated stone being left to support the roof with no thought for system or symmetry. 

 

The floor however is surprisingly level and the height of the roof seems to vary between four to eight feet, 

being in general the latter. 

 

During 1953/4 the major part of the series was surveyed by the Bristol Exploration Club. Access to certain 

regions of the cave was prohibited due to unstable roof conditions but it has been roughly estimated that the 

survey covers 2/3rds. of the system in spite of this. The roof is approximately fifteen feet thick. 

 

The age, origin and uses of the system are all interlinked and it is impossible to state exactly when the caves 

were begun or why but many guesses have been made. More than once they have been 'lost' and later 

rediscovered. The general assumption is that they originated in the Middle Ages, due to glass factories mining 

for the sand so vital to their industry. Clearly, if the local sand was suitable, then no merchant would take the 

trouble to import other sand when a little judicious excavation could satisfy their requirements without 

precipitating the local buildings into their premises. 

 

The caves are mentioned in Sayer's 13th. Cent: map of Bristol; which mentions an entrance in the Friends' 

Burial Ground and was apparently inhabited by an old hermit. Should the origin be proved to be earlier than 

this date it might be worth remembering that Bristol and Redcliffe were two rival towns, each with separate 

magistrates, up to the 13th. century and probably about equal to each other in magnitude for in A.D. 1200 

when King John levied a tax to defray the expenses of an expedition to Ireland it was recorded that Bristol paid 

1000 Marks, Redcliffe paid 1000 Marks and Gloucester paid only 500 Marks! In 1247 Bristol and Redcliffe 

were united by a charter from King Henry III and at the same time the ferry between the two towns was 

replaced by a bridge at the end of Baldwin Street (the original Bristol Bridge) with houses on either side 

leaving a passage only nine feet wide. 

 

John Corry makes an interesting reference to a man-made cave discovered in 1760 on the banks of the Avon 

near Bristol, in a red stone similar to that of Redcliffe. He indicates the possibility that the cave could have 

been used as a place of refuge from the Danes who plundered Bristol in King Alfred's time. He also suggests 

that it is not impossible to believe that King Alfred himself may have hidden there at one time. From his 

description of the cave it seems very similar to those of Redcliffe. Could it be that at least part of the Redcliffe 

system is contemporary with this cave? Should Mr. Corry be correct in his theories about the cave, then one 

might assume that the caves at Redcliffe were begun 200 years or more before the Norman Conquest. 

 

Another theory also lacking corroboration is that the caves were quarried by the monks of St. John's Hermitage 

in the 13th. century, but for what reason it is not stated. A more cautious writer in 1648 mentions "little holes in 

the rock" without adding suggestions as to origin or date. Whatever date they were begun it is certain that they 

were extended by local merchants to provide sand for the glass factories which manufactured glaze for certain 

types of course pottery and probably bottles to contain beer, porter, cider, perry and Hotwell water. The 

merchants may have also used the sand for ballast for their ships and for the moulds used in metal casting. 
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After quarrying the sand away the resultant space must have been used for storage purposes since fragments of 

glass and pottery have been found in the cave. The caves may well have been used to house prisoners of war 

and even slaves, since it has been reported that fragments of iron shackles have been discovered. Due to the 

proximity of the caves to the river one cannot eliminate the possibility that the caves may have stored 

contraband at one time or another. 

 

By 1830 all the glass factories had been demolished and the caves seem to have been forgotten because when 

a tunnel for the new harbour railway was being excavated in 1868 it broke into part of the cave at a depth of 

about 30 feet and the ‘new discovery’ was reported in the press. Mr. Harford, an ex-Bristolian then living in 

London, promptly replied in a letter to the paper with the news that he used to play in the caves as a child so 

they couldn't be new. 

 

Redcliffe wharf, and consequently the caves, became Corporation property in 1912. Bombing during the last 

war revealed to the local inhabitants just how little rock lay between them and the caves below. The bomb that 

hit Redcliffe Infants' School penetrated the cave and another bomb passed through someone's coal cellar and 

precipitated much of the contents into the cave below. 

 

Permission for parties to enter the cave must be obtained from the City Engineer who also provides a well-

informed guide. The admission fee is related to the size of the party. 
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Subsequent to the preparation of this article, a copy of the BRITISH CAVER Vol: 57 January 1972 has come 

into my possession. 19 pages are devoted to an interesting account of the exploration of the system in 1938, by 

the late J.C. Whitting. 

 

 



 

110 

 

HUTTON CAVERN : A RECONSIDERATION IN THE LIGHT OF RECENT 

DISCOVERIES 
 

by Christopher Richards 
Introduction 

The following article is twofold in its major aims. Firstly, it gives an account of the discovery and exploration 

of a new series found in Hutton Cavern (N.G.R. ST.36064 58130 Alt. 368 ft. O.D.) The series was discovered 

by Marie Clarke and the writer on Tuesday l8th January 1972. The second part of this article is important for it 

is concerned with a reconsideration into the concept of Hutton Cavern from a historical standpoint as a 

consequence of the nature of the new discovery. 

 

As will be seen later, it seems that two Hutton Caverns were discovered on Hutton Hill by ochre mining, at 

about the same time (c.1740), both contained important animal remains and the caves were explored by 

adventurous gentlemen and antiquarians of the 18th and 19th centuries. One of the caves was considerably 

more enriched in ancient bone deposits than the other and naturally the more important one received greatest 

attention and it was this which reached the pages of Rutter’s "Delineations of North West Somerset" (1829). 

Consequently, it was this cavern which became renowned as the classical Hutton Bone Cavern, the above 

mentioned book being its vehicle of recognition. The lesser of the two caves was therefore cast into shadow 

and mentioned only in Catcott (1757 and 1768) and in Beard (1833). 

 

It now seems that the "Hutton Cavern" discovered by the A.C.G.A.S. in 1970 is in fact the lesser known 

cavern. The classical Hutton Bone Cavern of Rutter's book, and of general recognition, still remains to be re-

discovered. The following article is therefore concerned with this lesser known cavern, and the points made 

above are elaborated upon in the course of the report. 

 

Part I: The New Extension - The Lower Series  

 

The History of the Dig 

On Saturday 25th July 1970, certain members of the A.C.G.A.S. entered a lost cavern on Hutton Hill situated 

by farm buildings c. 200 yds S.W. of Canada Farm. The entrance to the cave was effected after a short 

excavation in one of the two reputed pits in the ground both of which were said by the locals to have once led 

into the Hutton Bone Cavern. 

 

An appreciable cave system was found containing a localised Pleistocene bone-deposit. Interference from 

mining and excavation were in evidence and also many dates and initials (in well-formed characters) had been 

smoked on the walls and roofs of the passages. This latter feature and the fact that some stone steps had, in two 

unnecessary places been constructed, would seem to indicate that interested gentlemen visited the cavern. The 

oldest date and signature was "R.T. 1746!" (there were no 19th century dates). 

 

From our findings we took the cavern to be the lost Hutton Bone Cavern as in Rutter (1829). We were 

however, conscious to the marked dissimilarity between the cavern we had entered and that described and 

pictured in Rutter's book. We explained the dissimilarity by the assumption that we had only found the upper 

section of the classical cavern and that a well-positioned choked passage would give access to the middle and 

lower sections that the cavern was known to possess. The three levels of the cavern are well pictured in the 

engraving in Rutter’s book (also reproduced in Williams (1829), Phelps (1833) and Bryant and Philpott 

(1962). 

 

The choked passage was situated in a small extension to the main cave known as the 'Right Hand Extension'. 

The place we were to dig at lay 60 ft beneath the ground and in Bleadon Parish for it was located 65 ft E.S.E. 

of the entrance to the cavern. A strong draught blew from the choke. 

 

Subsequent to the survey work, the dig at the choke commenced on 22nd November 1970 by Marie and 

myself. An almost immediate breakthrough followed, but unfortunately brought immediate disappointment 

for only a low cavity was entered with a length of eight feet, two to three feet wide and about two feet six 
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inches high at the maximum. It ran in a north easterly direction. The floor deposit was an almost level deposit 

of a loose conglomeration of rubble, the occasional boulder and an ochreous material. The surface of the 

deposit exhibited very low mounds showing interference from water but it was thought that these mounds had 

been formed since the mining days, for the roof of the cavity was lacerated by a strong joint down which 

vadose seepage trickled. It was thought that the deposit was of miners back-fill. A smoke mark was seen on 

one side of the cavity, and a gentle draught flowed from the floor at the far end, but despite this we called the 

cavity 'Disappointment Hole'. 

 

The entrance to the cavity was tight and steeply inclined. For really effective further excavation the spoil would 

have to be hauled up through the squeeze and then up a five foot drop to be emptied in the main cave at a 

distance of about 25 feet from the actual working face. For only two of us to work, the disposal of debris was 

going to be difficult. 

 

When we returned on the 6th December, a certain amount of spoil could be stored in the dig itself whilst 

excavations were carried on at the end. We laboured in the confined space for five hours and although little 

progress was made we had in fact made a start. Seven days later a further attack brought the availability of 

storage space in the dig to a close. Interest which had been good in the previous session, waned during this four 

hour session. 

 

When we returned in the following year (7th March 1971), we discovered that by the use of a paint pot on the 

end of some rope, it was possible to remove the spoil from the dig completely. The problem of disposing of the 

material was solved in the following two sessions when three polythene sacks were partly filled and then 

dragged a distance of fifteen feet along a crawl from the head of the dig to the spoil heap in the main passage. 

Progress was slow and the work very tiring and the next session did not take place until eight months later. 

 

Therefore on the 19th December 1971, Marie and I returned to the dig accompanied by Clive North. With 

Clive's "big ways" our little dig was transformed into a place in which it was a pleasure to dig in. The tortuous 

squeeze at the top was obliterated and the floor of the cavity was lowered. Further visits were made on 21st 

December, Christmas Day (of all days!) and on the 28th December. On each occasion Marie dug for the 

whole session, sometimes up to four hours long. Compared with what the dig looked like before it was now of 

prodigious dimensions; one could almost stand up at the end! 

 

In 1972, northward progress was made in three sessions, on the last of which a thin metal pipe was pushed 

ahead into the dig. To our great excitement, a cavity was deduced to exist beyond, which emitted a violent 

draught. So sure we were of a breakthrough into an extension shortly, we began to dump the spoil in tightly 

packed heaps against the wall of the dig. 

 

The memorable day of breakthrough arrived on Tuesday 18th January 1972. Marie and I had spent the 

afternoon digging and at the end of the session, Marie reported a sizeable cavity beyond. Digging like enraged 

moles, the entry to the cavity was enlarged to a dimension just possible to pass. As we had expected, the lower 

levels now lay open to us. 

 

The point of breakthrough lay 20 feet N.E. of the spot at which we had begun digging back in 1970, and at a 

depth of 12 feet below that level. The vertical descent entailed shallow to steep slopes and four steps formed in 

the floor deposit. No bed-rock floor was encountered in the dig for we had not penetrated vertically 

downwards to that level. What we had in fact done was to clear a space between the solid rock roof and the 

floor deposit, a space large enough to allow a certain amount of comfort whilst working. There was no such 

comfort before we had the dig transformed by Clive North. The tunnel was driven north eastwards following 

the steeply dipping roof. Breakthrough occurred owing to a rise in the roof. Beyond the breakthrough point a 

short length of passage dropped into an imposing gallery trending north east and for a distance of over 40 feet 

beyond which we could not see. At the entrance of the gallery a white cascade of flowstone, sparkling and 

glistening, flowed from a cavity in the east wall to lie like a lace cloak between the black irregularities of the 

rock. 
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We believed that we had entered the rest of the Lost Cavern of Hutton as shown in Rutter's book and that 

before long we should find the necessary passages and chambers to be able to draw a convincing parallel 

between our cavern and the one pictured in Rutter. Circumstances prevailing at the time precluded any further 

explorations until the following evening, Wednesday 19th January. 

 

The Exploration of the Lower Series 

On the first exploration, we used a ladder to descend the five foot drop into the gallery below. The use of a 

ladder lessened the risk of muddying the formations covering the descent. A short rope has now been installed. 

 

For 30 feet we followed a large passage trending north east. The rock was deeply pocketed, whilst on the floor 

accumulations of rubble and mounds of clay persisted. In the past, a small vadose stream had entered at the 

foot of the five foot drop and in flowing over the floor, incised a shallow trench in the floor deposit. The 

gallery, after a short steep section, drops into a roomy apartment formed at the intersection of three ways: one 

passage headed east; the "Great Slope" led off to the south east; and "Shattered Chamber" was visible through 

a gaping vertical hole to the west. 

 

The gallery leading east ran for 30 feet as an imposing tunnel ten feet wide at the lower end and about as high. 

The passage ran obliquely across the true dip of the bedding. Two structural elements seem to have been 

responsible for the gallery; a strong joint or a fault in the roof and a bedding plane containing a thin shale 

parting. At the top of the passage a choked tube, formed exactly at the intersection of the two elements 

described above, had at one time functioned as an inlet for a vadose stream which has cut a vertical canyon 

over a foot deep in a mound of mud. A small amount of water still enters here and gives rise to a tiny stream 

meandering down the passage upon a bed of small gours lining the base of a shallow trench. This rivulet, after 

receiving a similar tributary, sinks through boulders and appears in Shattered Chamber (see below) only to 

sink again out of sight. Several calcite decorations adorn the roof, the walls and the floor, but although 

unspectacular, the diversity of the colours in the passage, taking into consideration the bedrock, the floor 

deposits and calcite formations, all shining with films of water, gives rise to an attractive setting. 

 

There is a likelihood of further excavational work at the choked tube, for it would seem to be a promising site 

if it is not too tight. 

 

The Great Slope 

Heading south east from the intersection is a low arch extending up a slope of about 30° for c. 110 feet in a 

south easterly direction to a point c. 47 feet below the surface. Usually it is about 10 feet wide but rarely is it 

possible to stand up. The Great Slope follows the bedding plane up-dip until massive breakdown blocks 

preclude any further progress. Flows of soft brown earth extend over the greater part of the floor area overlying 

breakdown material. 

 

Calcite formations are scanty but near the terminal choke expanses of splash deposit occur on the rock debris. 

The botryoids of the deposits show signs of re-solution. 

 

Two of the four side passages are of some significance. The first of these occurs just above the foot of the 

Great Slope on the west side and is a constricted six foot chimney to a steep slope at the head of a vertical 

descent into Shattered Chamber (see below). From the bottom of the chimney, a boulder filled downward 

continuation connects with Shattered Chamber at another point; also a low, partially choked passage can be 

seen to run back to the south where it seems to end in a choke which could be material flowing from the Great 

Slope. 

 

The second side passage is likewise on the west side but near the top of the Great Slope, Digging by us on two 

occasions in February of this year has brought it to its present condition. It is a partially choked passage 

ascending steeply for about 15 feet through constrictions. The passage is choked at the top by loose ochreous 

material which has flowed down the passage and out onto the Great Slope. Rubble and large boulders occur in 

the ochreous mass. I would expect that this choked passage is of some importance and might lead to further 

extensions if excavations were revived. The loose nature of the fill and the incline of the constricted passage, 
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made digging difficult however. 

 

Shattered Chamber 

Lying to the west and below the foot of the Great Slope is 'Shattered Chamber' whose lowest point is the 

lowest penetration of the new extension being at c. 120 ft beneath the entrance level of the cavern (368 ft. 

O.D.). 

 

Shattered Chamber may be reached by three ways from the west side of the foot of the Great Slope. The most 

obvious is the large vertical hole opening directly into the roof of Shattered Chamber whose floor is 15 feet 

below the lip of the vertical pitch. The least obvious is the first side passage on the west side of the Great Slope 

as described in the account of that passage. A vertical descent into Shattered Chamber is necessary here as 

well, which like the most obvious route, would require the use of a ladder. 

 

To save the use of tackle a tight vertical squeeze can be found between large boulders (unsupported at the 

base) and the rock roof. When the new extension was first explored, a slab of rock forming a trap door over the 

squeeze had to be heaved aside and precariously propped against another boulder. By wriggling through this 

squeeze one quickly emerges in Shatter Chamber, at its northern (lowest) end. 

 

Shattered Chamber is of a formidable nature for the cataract has been formed in black, clean-washed 

limestone, whose shattered walls and roof seem to lack no willingness in supplying the floor, already a jumble 

of boulders, with more material. Areas of the walls may crumble at a touch and large masses are in imminent 

states of parting from the parent source. The floor slopes steeply up to the south dominated by two boulders 

larger in size than the rest. The ragged roof is up to 15 feet high and is pierced by an aven which has not been 

explored. Generally the chamber is ten feet wide at the lowest point and much less near the south end. 

 

From the point of entry, the furthest limit of the chamber is about 40 feet to the south, the furthest reach pushed 

by Marie Clarke was found to close in a boulder choke. 

 

The explanation of the shattered nature of the chamber is clearly in the occurrence of stratal disturbances in the 

limestone. A fault can be seen running with the trend of the chamber (N-S) and elsewhere multitudes of small 

scale planes of movement may be recognised by slickensides whose striation trend may vary in direction from 

one plane to another. A limestone in such a state explains the shattered nature of the void within. Vadose 

seepage finds relatively easy passage through the fissured limestone and as a result much percolation water 

enters the chamber in the form of drips which streak through the darkness like diamonds from the roof, 

enhancing the saturnine atmosphere of Shatter Chamber. 

 

To conclude this description, the total length of the new extension is 300 feet, making the total length of the 

cavern 1,000 feet (measured on the elevation); thus Hutton Cavern is the largest known cave in the Western 

Mendip Hills. The total vertical descent is to a point c. 123 feet below the entrance level (368 ft. O.D.); it is 

therefore c. 24 feet less than the total vertical range of the cavern that being 144 feet. A survey to C.R.G. Grade 

3 has been made of the extension by Marie Clarke and the writer. 

 

Part II: Conclusions 

Previous to our discovery of the new extension, it will be recalled that:- 

 

a) we had already re-discovered the upper section of the Lost Cavern of Hutton and that; 

b) we should find the remainder of the lost cavern by excavating at a promising position so that; 

c) the relationship between the cavern described in Rutter (1829) and in other early accounts and 

the cavern we had re-discovered would broadly tally and also that; 

d) the discovery of the famous bone deposits and signs of extensive excavations of the 18th and 

19th century miners and antiquarians would be the consequence. 
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However, after digging out the allotted choke we found that the nature of the passages and their inclusions 

were in direct contrast to our preconceived expectations, for (as has been seen in the foregoing description):- 

 

a) the form of the new series did not correspond to the nature of the classical cavern in Rutter (1829) 

the famous false floors separating the chambers were not discovered; 

b) within the extension not the slightest trace of any bone bearing deposit has been discovered 

(although rodent bones might be present but these would be irrelevant to the main theme of these 

conclusive paragraphs); 

c) finally, it was most obvious that no one has been in the extension before. 

 

Therefore it was perfectly plain to us that the extension was not what we had expected and realising this on our 

first exploration we sat down in one of the galleries and mused sadly our folly that surrounded us. Few cavers 

on finding a substantial system of hitherto unexplored galleries, must have been so dejected as we were with 

our extension! 

 

Somewhere the famous bone chambers which have excited and drawn ink from the pens of writers past and 

present, still remain to be found. I fear that they are not likely to be found in the cavern we had known since 

1970. 

 

It has been found that there was a second Hutton Cavern of a similar nature to its famous companion and for 

evidence of the existence of this to be portrayed in some form of lucidity to the reader, I shall try and recon-

struct the story of events on Hutton Hill during the 18th and 19th centuries, and show, by using contemporary 

records, the existence of two caverns on Hutton Hill, both of which received the attention of early cave 

explorers but only one of them came to be recognised. 

 

The Two Bone Caverns of Hutton Hill 

During the 18th century an ochre-mining industry arose on Hutton Hill. Mining for ochre was known to be in 

existence during the 1730's, reached its climax perhaps by the 1750's and subsequently declined and by 1823 it 

was reported to have been abandoned (Buckland 1823). Further references to mining in Hutton can be found 

in Gough's 'Mines of Mendip' (1930). 

 

It was whilst these operations were active that the miners after following down an ochreous fissure for 24 feet, 

entered a large cavern enclosing multitudes of bones from ancient beasts. This was in c. 1739. 

 

A certain Mr. Turner sent the Rev. A. Catcott (of Temple Church, Bristol) a present of four elephants' teeth 

from the cavern. Catcott was particularly interested in the bones of beasts found deep in caves for as bones of 

foreign animals were present, he interpreted this as evidence confirming the past existence of the biblical 

catastrophe - the universal Deluge. To him the caves acted as swallets to the abating waters of the Great Flood 

and the carcases of animals transported far from their native lands were swept into the caves. Catcott later 

wrote a book entitled ‘Treatise on the Deluge’ of which the second edition (published in 1768) contained an 

account of the Hutton Cavern. 

 

Therefore in 1757 Catcott went to Hutton Hill where he descended into an extensive cavern housing large 

numbers of bones which, in places, gave Catcott the impression of the inside of a charnel house. From the 

accounts left by Catcott, it seems that bones occurred on several levels in the cavern. Many bones were 

removed by him until "the roof in two or three places began to fall in and we thought it too dangerous to 

continue any longer". 

 

Catcott does not make reference to only one bone cavern but to two, both of which he descended. References 

to this second cavern exist as a note following the description of the major cavern in his MS diaries now 

preserved in Bristol Central Library. 'About 40 yards west (note 1) from this last hole was opened another, of a 

similar nature with ochre and bones etc., and about as deep. From this was dug a large long head of an animal; 

3 or 4 feet long.....' 
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Further in his ‘Treatise on the Deluge’ (1768 p. 360) we read about another cavern apart from the most 

important one. 

 

'One of the men, that had been at work in these pits, brought me a collection of small bones that he had found 

in a pit adjoining.... The same person assured me that before I came down, he had found in digging in the same 

place the head of a strange animal that he believed was near three feet in length (note 2). 

 

Therefore studying these two sections of Catcott's writings we see reference to the existence of two bone caves 

on Hutton Hill. 

 

Subsequent to his visit, one of the bone caverns fell in as recorded by Catcott himself. The Hutton Bone 

Caverns were later to receive attention again but by different people 70 years later. 

 

During part of the time that elapsed, two notable cave explorers were at work in the area, namely William 

Beard of Banwell and the Rev. David Williams of Bleadon. Perhaps fired by accounts of a great bone cavern 

beneath Hutton Hill recorded in Catcott (1756, 1768) and Buckland (l823), Beard and Williams set about 

locating the lost caverns. 

 

With help from accounts written by Catcott and by the guidance of an old miner, William Jones, they located 

the entrance in October 1827. Three shafts were followed down before they successfully opened the lost 

cavern, making the breakthrough on 19th September 1828 as recorded in William Beard's account books, 

(note 3). 

 

Thus they re-opened the cavern which Catcott had been primarily concerned with. The lesser second cavern 

they did not re-discover until 1833 as will be see later. 

 

Williams and Beard removed a great quantity of bones from the cavern which were later sent to several 

museums and institutions as recorded in Beard's manuscripts. In the year following, a pictorial edition of the 

cavern and a description was sent by Williams to J. Rutter of Shaftesbury for inclusion in the latter's boon 

'Delineations of N.W. Somerset'. This book was published in 1829, only one year after Williams and Beard 

had re-discovered the lost cave and probably before much work had been done on it, (they finished their 

researches on Hutton Hill in 1833). It is largely through this book that the Hutton Cavern received fame and 

recognition to this day. 

 

It was not until 1933 that Beard (working not in conjunction with Williams ?) re-discovered what could well 

have been Catcott's second cavern (see above). In Beard's manuscripts the following entry can be found. 

 

‘Friday 26th April 1833. The Rev. Dr. Buckland and the Rev. D. Williams, the Rev. Dr. Lunn and Mr. Hyde 

Whalley paid me a visit to see my collection and last discovery which extended from the Ochre Pitts on part of 

Hutton Hill under the boundary wall in Mrs. Fear's allotment in the parish of Bleadon. The distance of about 

250 feet’. 

 

This entry full well complies with the cavern the A.C.G.A.S. re-discovered in 1970, for in fact it does run 

under the parish boundary from Hutton into Bleadon Parish, the distance can be said to be 250 feet. This is 

shown on the survey accompanying the article. The possible ruins of Mrs. Fear's cottage may still be seen by 

the side of the road through Canada Combe and not far east of the extremity of the Upper Series shown on the 

survey. 

 

Beard could be sure of the caverns length and its surface relationships for it seems that he had the cave 

surveyed if the following quote of January 1933 can be thus interpreted: -‘Paid John Heal of Shipham for 

Dialing the Second Cavern at Hutton Hill 5/-’. 

 

Here in the about entry, is direct reference to a 'Second Cavern' on Hutton Hill, and it being of lesser 

importance than its famous neighbour did not take pride of place in any literature of the early explorers. 
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As stated above, Beard's 'Second Cavern" could well be the cave which Catcott implied as being of secondary 

interest, it being overshadowed by accounts of the greater of the two caves by the 18th and 19th century 

writers. 

 

We feel then from the nature of the cavern which the A.C.G.A.S. rediscovered in 1970 and extended in 

1972, that we do not have the classical Lost Cavern of Hutton but instead we have re-found the lesser of the 

two caverns which were both originally discovered at about the same time (c. 1740) and having similar 

qualities and histories as has been seen in the foregoing paragraphs. 

 

Subsequent to the cessation of the 19th century phase of activity, both sites were filled up over the lapse of 

time. Afterwards only one of the caverns remained in recognition, a virtue no doubt maintained by the famous 

account and survey in Rutter's book. 

 

The former entrance to this cavern is well recognised and recorded (Knight 1902, Gough 1930 and Stanton 

1970 & 1972) and can still be seen. Some locals, however, pointed out another pit in the ground which was 

said to enter the Lost Cavern of Hutton. This was the pit through which the A.C.G.A.S. entered a lost cavern, 

but as it was later found out, it was not the classical Lost Cavern of Hutton, as further investigations in the cave 

proved and gave rise to this article proclaiming the existence of two Hutton Bone Caverns. 
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Note 1. The entrance to our cavern is 40 yds south west of the depression which is believed to be the entrance 

to the classical Lost Cavern of Hutton (see Stanton 1972, p.77). 

 

Note 2. The miner deeming this a worthy find, took the skull out of the cavern he was working in and carefully 

hid it in a wood nearby. Later he desired Catcott to see it but the miner had concealed the skull so carefully in 

the wood that neither Catcott, nor he could find it again! 

 

Note 3. They contain fragmentary information on Beard's and William's work in the area. The manuscripts are 

preserved in Banwell but photocopies exist in the A.C.G.A.S. Library. The documents are of some 

importance. 
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(1829) Delineations of N.W. Somerset. pp 100-4 (s) 

(1970) Complete Caves of Mendip. (1st Ed.) p 63. 
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Hutton Cavern No. 2. 

Items (2), (6), (7) and (l4a) of above plus the following. 

Richards, C. (1970) Newsletter of the A.C.G.A.S. September. pp 115-1l8 (s). 

 

April 1972. 

 

Ed. This fine piece of work by Christopher Richard and Marie Clarke of the Axbridge Caving Group and 

Archaeological Society shows that Western Mendip is far from being the dull and barren area that some 

people consider it to be. 

 

They have both applied to join the Wessex. 

 

Access to Hutton Cavern is controlled to A.C.G. & A.S. and the landowner requests small parties only. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

 

June 20th 1972 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

I quote Pete Moody on the subject of bypasses to Swildon's Sumps 6 and 7 in the last Journal: "A certain 

section of cavers prefer to totally ignore the existence of the by-passes, the Complete Caves of Mendip (2nd 

Edition 1972) chooses not to mention them". 

 

I now quote the Complete Caves of Mendip (2nd Edition 1972, page 130): "N.B. A tight awkward bypass to 

Sump 6 was opened by CDG in 1971 - It starts in the passage on the left just before the sump and rises high 

before descending to Swildon's 7 via a duck". 

 

The truth will out. 

 

Yours, etc. 

 

Arrogant Author. 

 

P.S. The Sump 7 bypass was opened after the edition in question had gone beyond proof stage. 
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MENDIP NOTES 

 

by Grottomeare 

 

We seem to be going through a quiet period, but there is always something to report. 

 

Nedge Hill Hole 

 

Willie Stanton and Tim Atkinson have been cogitating about this place for some time. In early June (approx) 

they decided to try and trace the course of the noxious liquid that was put into this hole in 1967. A dye was 

introduced and was chased down by a tanker full of water belonging to the Avon River Authority. Some three 

weeks later there was no trace at all. 

 

The farmer has opted for modernisation and is tearing down some stone walls on his property. I understand 

that the Hole is now completely buried by the resulting rubble. 

 

Manor Farm Swallet 

 

Work has now started here, and a railway has been laid, but what connection there is between this and the dig I 

am not sure. 

 

Cheddar Gorge 

 

The National Trust have bought some more land on "their" side of the Gorge. 

 

End of an Era 

 

Hodgkinson's old paper mill at Wookey Hole is up for sale. The blurb lists possible development as "leisure 

industry/potential for residential/commercial development. The mind boggles - New H.Q's. with each club on 

a different floor, a select estate for retired cavers? I would like to see the top end of the valley made accessible 

to the public. - Any other ideas? 

 

Swildon's Hole 

 

30th June -- the little hole in the floor just before the Mud Sump has become blocked and I am told there is 

water everywhere. Lets hope that by the time this reaches you the hole will have cleared itself - or some kind 

gent will do same. 'Re-opened 1-7-72'. 

 

 

FROM THE LOG 

 

23rd April 1972 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

On the way back there was a hold up at the 20', so I climbed up the wall. Above the pitch (6') to the right there 

is a mass of shattered boulders. This very nearly fell on me and the blokes beneath. Perhaps someone would 

like to knock it down before it falls on someone, as it is very loose. 

R. Barnacott. 

 

28th May 1972 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

Christian, Jepson, MacCormack, Pickford, Stead; to Swildons IV to climb in the aven above the oxbow. 

Managed to elevate ourselves about 40' above the floor by free-climbing in the rift at the N. end of the aven. 

From here one could move across to the aven, and view the top, some 8 to 10' further up. From this somewhat 

precarious position one could see that, 1/ an extremely bold step would be required to progress any further, 
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2/ there were no suitable cracks to affix runners, 3/ the top of the aven was too tight anyway. Back in the rift a 

small trickle of water was descending a narrow chimney, and an assault was made on this, by stuffing the 

thinnest member of the party (Mr. Pickford) as far up it as he could be made to go - about 2'. 10 minutes work 

with a hammer (on the surrounding rock, not Mr. Pickford) enabled him to obtain a further 3" - so this was also 

abandoned. He was in fact stopped by a protruding vertical rib of rock, which, if anyone wishes to try again, 

would probably succumb to a plaster charge. (There is a suitable crack for stuffing - and an abundance of 

tamping mud at the foot of the aven. All the rock in the area is very rotten and breaks off at the slightest excuse 

- there is also a total lack of protection, however! 

I. Jepson 

 

10th June 1972 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

Swildons XII Victoria Aven. A.R. Jarratt. P. Moody. AJ climbed Vic Aven to the point reached the previous 

weekend (120' up). The Aven was then laddered in two pitches of approx 50' and 35' (going up). The squeeze 

upwards was then tackled and an ascending canyon passage reached after a 10' crawl across the strike from the 

head of the pitch. The canyon/rift was followed for about 100' and a passage cutting across the strike was 

followed. This level phreatic tube type tunnel led to a series of ascending and descending rifts and tubes. At the 

furthest point looked at an aven was found and a nice ascending passage looked at. A small cairn was built and 

AJ returned to the head of the pitch. Pete then climbed up and the ladder was re-rigged to avoid the squeeze. 

After Pete had had a look we rapidly departed leaving full exploration till next weekend. There is at least 300' 

of new stuff here though it is all small stuff (so far). A couple of trickles of water sink in pools which does not 

reappear in XII -- so there may be hopes of a bypass here. 

A.R. Jarratt 

 

10th June 1972 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

Messrs. Pyke, Reynolds to Cowsh Avens to have a look at Freds new series and also to see if it was possible to 

observe the smoke which was being created in Priddy Green Sink by Aubrey's activities. The top of Mains 

Aven was duly reached and we were considering starting up when a dull rumbling sound was heard from 

above. Lo and behold a veritable torrent did proceed to descend from Freds new series. The intrepid explorers 

did watch the torrent for a full ten minutes before we decided that it would not be possible to continue. So we 

retreated to Bladder Pot and found that there was a torrent descending this as well. We then retreated down 

Bladder and back to the streamway and set off for the surface. 

 

11th June 1972 UBLEY WARREN SWALLET 

 

Pete Moody, Tony Jarratt. Much digging in Pike's Chamber, Nettle Series. Open rift with draught revealed. 

Needs bang (preferably). 

A.R. Jarratt 

 

17th June 1972 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

Victoria Aven: Tony Jarratt, Tony Boycott (UBSS), Ken James, Aldwyn Cooper, Brian Woodward, Peter 

Moody. 

 

All proceeded to XII after replacing the manky old line on Sump 9. Climbed Vic Aven but Aldwyn was 

defeated by the squeeze and had to return to the streamway. After replacing the ladder on the top pitch, the 

previous ladder had a slipped rung near the top, we climbed up canyon/rift and at the top Ken took leave of us 

and went back to the surface with Aldwyn. After searching around the passages at the top we proceeded along 

Desolation Tow to a junction. Brian and Tony B took the right turn while Tony J and Pete went straight on but 

the passage soon became very tight and then we heard Tony and Brian's voices so rather than push on we 

backed out and went round the way the others had gone. After passing through a chamber the passage 

developed into a comfortable flat out passage to another junction. Straight on led into a large chamber with two 

avens going off. All attempts to climb them were in vain. The left turning went via a canyon to a mud choke. 
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We then began to move out and after Tony had a look down a passage at the head of the canyon/rift we all 

proceeded to XII and feasted on sardines and chocolate. 8 hrs. The flat out parts are similar to Shatter, the holes 

in the floor very tight but promising. The avens are very loose but promising and the whole lot is guaranteed to 

ruin a wetsuit. 

P. Moody 

 

18th June 1972 UBLEY WARREN 5WALLET 

G. Pickford, A. Jarratt, A. Mills, P. Moody and P. Cronin to Nettle Series. Much digging done and 2lbs of 

oomph laid on boulder at end. Open rift just needs widening. 

A.R. Jarratt 

 

 

FROM THE HILLGROVE AND EASTWATER LOGS 

 

15th August 1964 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

W.I. Stanton, J. Thomas and T. Reynolds set off armed with an assortment of bits of ironmongery. At the 20ft 

a chain was inserted to finish off the engineering done last week. This means that in order to get up the 20ft it is 

possible to climb up the side and then traverse across by the chain. So making a very easy climb. We then 

pushed on to the Keiths Chamber overhang where a position for a spike was agreed on. So a six inch deep hole 

was drilled and the spike cemented in. We has already been disturbed once by Barry Lane (BEC) and two 

mates who were collecting tools from Swine-Puke. Just as we were leaving Romford and his rawlbolt 

wreakers turned up. Curses, and nay, nearly blows rent the air, threatening to start a massive collapse of Keiths 

Chamber but order was restored by O.C.L. sitting in state in a lofty niche, begging for reason. After a further 

exchange of courtesies we proceeded to the surface. Out 8 p.m. 

 

23rd August 1964 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

W.I. Stanton, P.M. Giles, T. Atkinson to Sidcot Dig. 130 buckets removed. Sand is hard because so dry, so we 

wetted it with water from a lake made by damming the trickle from the maypole. This was not immediately 

successful as time was needed for much sand to be dampened. We poured on 10-12 buckets before leaving. 

6hrs. 

 

6th September 1964 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

W.I. Stanton, Richard Witcombe and Derek Trimble to Sidcot Dig. 90½ buckets moved, thanks to water 

treatment on previous occasion. Needs bang to remove awkward corner. Cave overcrowded as usual. 

W.I.S. 

 

31st October 1964 GOUGHS CAVE 

 

W. Stanton, W. Edwards, J. Reay went down at 10 a.m. They were joined at 12.30 p.m. by T. Atkinson and at 

3 p.m. by Howard Kenney. Five Sidcot cavers lent their help during the afternoon. It was rather like Picadilly 

Circus in the Boulder Chamber dig. 280 buckets removed, all time record!. T.A. 

 

28th November 1964 GOUGHS CAVE 

 

Stanton and his faction digging in Goughs. 303 buckets removed (who put all those buckets in there)? 

N.J.H. 
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2nd January 1965 GOUGHS CAVE 

 

W. Stanton, D. Waddington, T. Rosser, M. Hennessy, M. Cadman. Moved 250 buckets in 210 minutes from 

Goughs No. 6 dig, following the sand. 

 

13th February 1965 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

Nick Hart and Tim Reynolds to Shatter Passage. The end choke was examined, and digging commenced the 

other side of the sump. Unfortunately, it was not possible to remove the boulder that jams the squeeze on the 

other side, and in the struggles it shifted its position, so making the squeeze tighter. But, the dig looks fairly 

promising but calls for 'man sized trench' treatment. After partaking of refreshment we went to Fault Chamber 

where the SVCC were at work. But owing to the showers of boulders, life in the vicinity was dangerous, so we 

retreated to the surface. Out at 10.15. 

 

6th March 1965 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

Discovery of Swildons X & XI (& XII ?). CDG trip. M.J. Wooding, Dave Drew and Dave Savage 

accompanied by Nick Hart and J. Hallam as far as Sump 2 descended the cave at 11 a.m. An uneventful trip to 

Swildons VII where a 20ft ladder and a rope were installed at a couple of places rendered awkward when 

carrying diving gear, A relatively uneventful trip through Sump 7, though the place is still awkward and tight 

despite removal of the first portion a few weeks ago. With one person in VIII, it was quickly established that 

there is a talking connection from VII to VIII via large boulders to the left of the sump pool. Sump 8 quickly 

passed (first passed by Mike Wooding the previous Saturday) and began preparing to dive 9. Dave Drew 

dived first on the end of a 150ft courlene line and returned after 50ft had been paid out. Reported large steeply 

descending passage with very soft muddy floor but failed to clear ears and had to return. D. Savage dived next 

and after dropping about 15ft the large passage levelled out and it was possible to reach an air surface about 

80ft from base, returned. Mike Wooding dived next and passed beneath air space at a depth of 15-20ft, 

traversed another 60ft following gravel on floor and found several smaller air spaces (one of these may be 

below 'water Level') eventually reaching dry land in Swildons X. After 20ft a short 3ft sump leads to Swildons 

XI and 100ft of roomy stream passage to Sump 11. D. Savage dived next into X and XI after Mike Woodings 

return, and poked a short distance into Sump 11 which looks easy. More interesting though, to the right of 

Sump 11 is a steep slippery climb of about 30ft, at the top of which is an opening 3ft by 4ft through which can 

be heard the sound of a large stream falling about half a dozen feet. This opening obviously provides a bypass 

to Sump 11 and the noise is coming from Swildons XII! An uneventful journey out. Total time for trip 9 hours. 

D.S. 

 

6th March 1965 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

P. Davies, T. Reynolds, T. Atkinson to Shatter Passage and choke. Plastered a boulder constricting duck and a 

crack in roof of duck itself, in hope that this would pave the way for the construction of a "man-sized" trench. 

Nearly 1 lb banger used. Colossal din. About 5 hrs. 

 

12th March 1965 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

Bob Gannicott, John Bickle, Steve Causer and Nick Hart to terminal choke, Shatter Passage. After a few 

soakings in revolting sludge and grit we eliminated the water by various trenches, dams, etc. The bang last 

week did a wonderful job, no boulders, just grit. We intend to run a pipe from the 1st dam down where the 

water goes. I would propose following the water first before trying the left hand passage. Carl and Robin 

joined us for a while and drank our tea. 

N.J.H. 
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13th March 1965 EASTWATER 

 

F. Davies (SMCC), Paul Allen (SVCC), Dave Rigg, C. Hope (Millfield School), L. Holland and Tim 

Atkinson (WESSEX CAVE CLUB) to 1st Rift Chamber. A 50ft or 60ft climb into the roof, starting at a 

chimney opposite passage to 2nd Rift Chamber, leads to two chokestone ledges 10ft below roof. On the side 

away from entrance is a hole at roof level, blocked originally with curtains. Half an hours work with a hammer 

opened a squeeze through which Fred and I went to discover about 100ft of rather academic passage, in the 

same joint as the Rift Chamber below. After a full investigation of this passage Paul traversed over head of 1st 

Rift Chamber and investigated two openings which were too tight. They might be passed by a thin man. 

T.A. 

20th March 1965 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

CDG trip Dave Savage, Mike Wooding, Dave Drew - deepest cave in the country!! Uneventful trip down via 

Sumps, 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10. Put permanent electron ladders on 2 climbs in VII and on bypass climb to Sump 

8. Swildons XI explored carefully (high level bypass to a duck found) no side passages of consequence found. 

The steep climb by Sump 11 was tackled (permanent line) and found to be V. awkward, 30ft high and muddy. 

A gentler slope on the far side led down to the streamway of Swildons XII the stream issuing from Sump 10 

some 30ft away. XII proved to be 110ft of very impressive passage some 10ft wide and up to 60-70ft high 

with fantastic 'Tate Gallery' effects and 'windows' splitting the passage at several levels. The roof of the 

passage was not reached but many muddy holes and avens lead off. Sump 12 is an unprepossessing looking 

pool developed along the strike. Immediately downstream of Sump 11 the gradient of the floor steepens 

abruptly for a 60ft stretch including one 4ft pot (a feature not seen in Swildons since IV). Sump 12 was then 

attempted. Savage dived first and reported a steeply descending passage (45d) extending for 50ft at which 

point he reached the edge of an underwater pot and returned. Drew dived and appeared to spiral down very 

steeply, descended the pot and continued steeply down with no obstruction but as the passage showed no signs 

of rising returned to Base. Wooding went 10-20ft beyond this point and reported that the passage became 

choked with mud, however, he thinks there is an alternative route to be tried. Around 90ft of rope was paid out 

and with the passage descending at such a gradient the depth attained was 40ft at least. The only reason for not 

pushing the sump further was the high rate of air consumption at this depth which would have left us with an 

inadequate safety margin for the return trip. A grade 3-4 line survey was then made from Sump 12 to upstream 

Sump 7 (will be inserted in Journal shortly). This shows a total of 780ft of new stream passage over this 

distance and side passages to give a total of 1000ft +. The gradient maintains the steeper grade established in 

VII and drops approx 30ft to Sump 12, with the depth of Sump 12 being 40ft +. The minimum overall drop is 

therefore 70ft, depth at Sump 7 is 469ft therefore present depth is 539ft i.e. 12ft deeper than Penyghent Pot. 

 

1/ Any further progress will require spare cylinders, but it seems unlikely that Sump 12 is on the water-table. 

2/ The divers gratefully acknowledge the assistance of WRCC transporting the gear to Sump 2, and Oliver 

Lloyd and Ian Standing for bringing it up again afterwards. 

D.D. 

 

20th March 1965 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

Messrs. Hart, Gannicott, West, Dingle, Cadman, Causer and Hennessy struggled to Shatter intent on discovery 

with ½ cwt of food, stoves, plates, etc. The duck was still dry from last week and we attacked the face to the 

left of the dams built last week. After 5 or 6 hrs digging uphill in a rift taking boulders out the roof we obtained 

smashed hands and faces and the way on. We entered a small chamber with a mud and boulder floor. 

 

Up a slope to another chamber with a mud floor and stal banks. STAL IN SHATTER !! Then a passage 5ft by 

8ft average ending in a stal choke and a stal pool that we didn't want to cross until photoed. Tony D. took a few 

photos hut didn't have the equipment for close ups. We had a horrid meal of burnt rice and burnt curry and left 

coming out in daylight after 13 hrs caving. 

N.J.H 
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3rd April 1965 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

Pete Cousins and Tony Dingle bailed 1st Mud Sump but found that quantity of water was now too much for 

dam, however, end was pushed 2ft further and feet inserted into cross rift - air - hence glooping noises. Biddles 

pump can be primed by pouring water into input hose. But main dam must be deepened i.e. silt removed. 

P.C. 

 

4th April 1965 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

W.I. Stanton, T. Atkinson, Mark Norland, Frank Norland, Nick Hart and Mike Wooding to Shatter Passage to 

survey the extension. While the rest of the party were busy feeding themselves Hart and Wooding broke 

through an obstruction to meet open, virgin, gleaming white passage. The Atkinswine et al were soon on our 

heels and the party dug through several more mud/boulder blockages to log up several hundred feet new in 

toto. 

M.J.W. 

 

7th April 1965 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

M. Wooding to Shatter Passage extension. Several hours strenuous digging at the end, and in the upper loop. 

Four ounces of plaster bang used on the boulder blocking main way on. Someone seems to have been eating 

Gannicott’s food. 

M.J.W. 

10th April 1965 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

Further progress at Shatter Pot. Nick Hart, Jim Giles, Dave Savage were joined by P. Cousins and his party 

and the recent digging activities at the end of Shatter Passage were continued. Today we passed the obstacle 

which Wooding unsuccessfully banged on the 7th but not without some difficulty. Beyond this a short crawl 

opened out into a large chamber about 100ft long and 50ft or so wide. The floor of this chamber, made up of 

broken rocks and carpeted with a thick layer of mud, descends steeply for about 20ft to a solid wall. There are 

several holes between the boulders at the lowest point and one of them we pushed for 10ft or so before it 

became too tight., The way on must be somewhere near these gaps in the rocks at the bottom of the boulder 

slope as the only other openings in the chamber are in the roof:- one an aven which we climbed up to about 

50ft before it grew too tight, the other a choked high level passage above the entrance to the chamber. The 

next step is to continue digging in the boulders, a job which looks rather unpleasant, and hope that results come 

soon, and at the same time produce a survey so that we may see where the end of Shatter Passage Series lies in 

relation to the main streamway. 

 

25th April 1965 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

W.I. Stanton assisted by Messrs. Hart, Giles and Cousins and Pickstone continued surveying in the new 

extensions to Shatter Passage. The survey was completed as far as the first junction in the main passage after 

the crystal crawl and included the side passage leading off at this point. While the main passage appears to be 

the way on the results of the survey, to date, indicate that the main passage heads for Series 4-5 and descends 

fairly steadily, the other passage mentioned above heads in the direction of Series 7 but, it seems, at a higher 

level. Any bets as to the way on? Also in the new extension during the survey was Steve Causer whom with 

Atkinson Mark 1 and Mark 3 discovered a further length of passage described as being 200ft long running 

above and parallel to the main route. A 9 hr trip which left us quite, er shattered! 

P.M.G. 
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5th July 1965 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

M. Wooding to Swildons VI. On way in it was noticed that one of the bolts at the top of the 40ft was missing, 

and a heavy curtain in Barnes Loop had been smashed. Some climbing was done in IV. Static sump in VI was 

bailed over scaffold tube and polybag dam. When water level had dropped about 2½ ft it was possible to enter 

a continuation passage which was followed for about 120ft to a second sump. This looks baleable, but in this 

case bailing the second sump would fill the first up again, cutting off the digging party. Any bets as to where its 

going. 

M.J.W. 

 

6th July 1965 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

Tim Atkinson, Dave Drew, Mike Wooding to Swildons. The first round trip from VI to Shatter Passage was 

done, and Tim did Sump 4 for the first time - in one direction only! The second sump, mentioned above, was 

bailed and passed, to emerge in Causers Calamity, off Shatter Passage. Neither sump should be dived without 

bailing. Buckets are in place, a 5½ hr trip. 

M.J.W. 

 

17th July 1965 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

Dave Drew and Mike Wooding to Swildons XII. Three dives were made in Sump 12 and Dave found what 

seems to be the continuation of the sump, towards XIII. However this passage is very tight and needs digging. 

The water level through the cave was high and the 12 sump pool was 2ft higher than on a previous visit. Sump 

11 was dived for the first time, (a steep by-pass climb was used previously to enter XII) by Dave, and seems 

about 35ft long and includes two squeezes. Due to tattered neoprene the divers became chilly and gratefully 

returned to the surface after a 7 hr trip. Bob Pyke came as far as VI but unfortunately had to withdraw from the 

dive due to dizziness caused by forgetting his wet hood. 

M.J.W. 

 

30th October 1965 STOKE LANE 

 

D. Savage to Stoke VIII to dig. A boulder choke had stopped further progress in Stoke VIII the last time Sump 

7 was dived. Half hours work with a lump hammer opened up a very tight squeeze to reveal a further 100ft of 

streamway passage with a few small chambers. Another half hours digging at the end of this revealed more 

passage continuing on but too tight to get into - needs about an hours hard hammering. 6 hr trip. 

 

10th November 1965 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

Atkinson took Pyke to Pirate Chamber. The squeeze may be Stanton-sized - it is not repeat not Puke size. 

After much moaning and rending however both halves of the party got through and laid 1½ lbs of gelignite on 

likely-looking boulder, which seemed to be supporting the main mass of boulders which form the present 

obstacle. A satisfying thump was heard, but not the expected grinding of boulders. Emerged after 4½ hrs to be 

revived by biscuits and hot toddy from Mr. Main. 

 

5th February 1966 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

T. Atkinson, Mike Norton, Chris Gilmore (UBSS) to Pirate Chamber. Last bang left lots of loose stuff which 

was cleared. 15ft of progress made, boulders continue, more bang required. 4½ hrs. 
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NORTHERN NOTES 

 

by Dave Savage 

 

LANGCLIFFE POT 

 

Most people will have heard that a party of U.L.S.A. were trapped by floodwaters down Langcliffe Pot during 

the weekend of the 16th and 17th of June. They had descended on Saturday morning with the main intention 

of diving the Poseidon sump. Unfortunately Dave Yeandles demand valve packed up when he was only 20 ft 

into the sump, apparently due to grit getting into the first stage of the valve. Heavy continuous rain began to 

fall from about 8 p.m. on Saturday, and this had made the return journey impossible by the time they were 

ready to return to the surface. They spent several hours waiting for the water to subside before attempting to 

climb the 70ft Nemesis Pitch. When they got to the top of the pitch the C.R.O. had just arrived. They then 

moved rapidly to the surface helping to carry out rescue equipment left by the rescuers. 

 

Two main points have emerged from this incident. It is very difficult to predict heavy rain so far in advance 

when a trip of the length required down Langcliffe is undertaken. A trip to the bottom and back with a large 

working party will probably be in the region of 24 hours, especially when diving gear is being carried. Also the 

publicity of the 'rescue' has caused various landowners and tenants to question the right of the party to have 

gone down in the first place. There is still a great deal of sensitivity amongst landowners since the Mossdale 

tragedy. 

 

WHITE SCAR CAVE 

 

Does anyone wish to purchase a potentially find show cave? This cave has been put up for sale and is still 

waiting for a buyer. It is hoped that the new owner will be pro-caver thought access has never been very 

difficult in spite of quite determined efforts by the management to close it to serious speleologists. 

 

DALE BARN CAVE 

 

After regaining access to this find cave by removing a quantity of concrete. The H.W.C. & P.C. were again 

thwarted when their new opening was plugged by an even bigger load of concrete. 

 

DUB COTE CAVE 

 

Bob Churcher of the U.B.S.S. and C.D.G. has again dived in Dub Cote Cave and has passed the second sump 

of about 600ft to find about 400ft of low dry cave and a third sump, as yet untouched. 

 

RED MOSS POT 

 

This recently discovered cave has been linked via a sump to Dismal Hill Cave. This is likely to be a useful 

connection in the future since the landowner seems determined to seal the entrance to Red Moss Pot, after 

hearing hair raising stories about how difficult it is and how flood prone the entrance passages are. 
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REVIEWS 

 

Metal Mines of Southern Wales by G.W. Hall. Published by the author @ £1.50 + 5p P & P from 

Thistlemoor, Northwood Green, Westbury on Severn, Glos. 

 

It is usually easy to write a review when you have already read an account of the same book - see 

Descent No 21, p 24. However having now bought, and read, George Hall's publication I find it 

worthy of a more detailed review, and of particular interest to Wessex cavers within motoring 

distance of South Wales. 

 

For the price, this publication is astonishing; consisting of nearly 100 pages printed on quarto high 

gloss paper with some sixteen photographs and several mine plans. The author’s area is restricted to 

the shires of Pembroke, Camarthen, Cardigan, Radnor and Brecknock, and to metalliferous mines 

rather than coal or slate. The book contains reference to nearly one hundred and fifty mines or mine 

trials in this area - the account varying from a few lines to several pages. It would appear that George 

Hall is predominantly a mining historian, and this book is the result of his work over many years in 

patiently reading through the pages of the Mining Journal for references to Welsh mines. Inevitably 

therefore the accent in his written account is on the written record, and the published figures for 

output; but even this can produce much human, and spelaeological interest in the individual mining 

histories. 

 

As a caver I could complain about the use of only 6 figure Grid References, and the lack of area 

maps. I could also complain about the paucity of mine plans, and of comment on possibilities for 

present day exploration. But, to be fair, mine plans are available in many cases for inspection from 

the Mining Records Office, and one could hardly expect a non-caver to descend shafts on electron 

ladder! Where accessible the author has in fact entered many of the open levels, and further 

description could well have doubled the size of the book! Let us be grateful to the methodical 

historian and remember that our work of exploration is complementary to his of digging out the 

written past. George Hall's book is an excellent account of the history of mining in his chosen parts of 

Wales, and would not disgrace any cavers bookshelf. 

P.R.C. 

 

 

Current Titles in Speleology No 1. The Literature for 1969. 59 pp; 789 titles.  

Current Titles in Speleology No 2. 1970. 50 pp. 689 titles. 

Current Titles in Speleology No 3. 1971. 49 pp. 669 titles. 

 

Edited by R. Mansfield. Published by Manol Publications, 17 Freemantle Road, Eastville, Bristol 

BS5 6SY @ 50p each. 

 

With "Speleological Abstracts" apparently slowly expiring (see WCC Jnl No 140 Vol 12 p 57 Apr 

72) it is pleasing to see a similar publication ready to take its place. The format of Current Titles in 

Speleology (CTS) is the same as its predecessor's except that the titles are only listed and not 

abstracted to any extent. Britain is divided into regions, and each region is subdivided under 15 

subject headings - eg Accident and rescue, Cave Descriptions, Diving, etc. 

 

Over 100 publications are listed as having been consulted, but a glance through the pages reveals that 

this list is not comprehensive and some very obscure sources have yielded the odd title here and 

there. 
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To quote from the Preface: "CTS is designed to keep cavers aware of current literature and to act as 

an essential tool for those engaged in research". In fulfilling its aim no caving library is complete 

without Current Titles in Speleology. 

JAS 

 

Discovering Caves by T. & A. Oldham. Shire Publications 30p. 

 

This 52pp 10 plates booklet attempts to list the Show Caves of Britain, and is, to the best of my 

knowledge, the only publication to do so. One is perhaps surprised to find Porth yr Ogof listed but on 

the other hand both entrances are examined by countless car loads each summer weekend. Will this 

book set a new fashion? Can one "do" the 39 listed ones as one "does" the Three Peaks? 

G.O.M. 

 

 

 

 



 

131 

 

WESSEX CAVE CLUB – ADDRESS LIST 

AS AT AUGUST 1972 

 

Alder J.C.H. 43 Rowlands Crescent, SOLIHULL, Warwicks. 

Alexander D.J. 3 Godwyn Gardens, FOLKESTON, Kent. 

Anderson A.J. 8 Dorothy Avenue, Glen Parva, LEICESTER. 

Ansell G.O.S. 21 Mosely Road, Naphill, HIGH WYCOMBE, Bucks. 

Ashworth H.W.W. 9 Lucas Close, West Town Lane, BRISTOL 4. 

Atkinson T.C. 1 Carlingcott, Peasedown St. John, Nr. BATH, Somerset. 

Attwood H.C. 155 Goddard Avenue, SWINDON, Wilts. 

Audsley A.R. 60 Conifer Crest, Wash Common, NEWBURY, Berks. 

 

Bacon D.A. 15 Larkdale Street, Forrest Road West, NOTTINGHAM. 

Baker T.I. 7 St. Michaels Close, Stoke St. Michael, SOMERSET. 

Balcombe F.G. 143 Newgate Street Road, Goffs Oak, Waltham Cross, HERTS. 

Barber K.E. 4 Catsash, SHEPTON MALLET, Somerset. 

Barnacott R.J. 40 Chemin de la Vieille Butte, Saint Germain en Laye, 78, FRANCE. 

Barratt R.M. 39A Oaken Grove, MAIDENHEAD, Berks. 

Barrington N.R. ‘The Oak House’, The Square, AXBRIDGE, Somerset. 

Barton Dr. M. ‘Farlea’, Holcombe, Nr. BATH, Somerset. 

Bate K.W. 98 Hill Morton Road, Four Oak’s, SUTTON COLDFIELD, Warwicks. 

Beauchamp C.A. 65 Coombe Lane, Raynes Park, LONDON SW20. 

Benham J.A. 90 Elsden Road, Wellingborough, NORTHANTS. 

Bignell R. Dept. of Geography, McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario, CANADA. 

Blundell P.R. c/o Education Dept., Port Villa, new Hebrides, S.W. PACIFIC. 

Bolt G. 18 Winscombe Court, Berkeley Down, FROME, Somerset. 

Booth P.M. 35 Cairns Road, Crosspool, SHEFFIELD 10. 

Borrett R. 15 Chandlers Close, Bampton, OXFORD. 

Bridle R. Wood Cottage, Harescombe Cottage, Harescombe Grange, Harescombe, 

GLOS. 

Brown H.B. 7 Kinsale Road, BRISTOL 4. 

Bryant D.C. Glyncoed, Victoria Road, Maesycwmmer, Hengoed, GLAM. 

Bryant Mr. & Mrs. T.C. Glyncoed, Victoria Road, Maesycwmmer, Hengoed, GLAM. 

Burleton A.S. 27 Doncaster Road, Southmead, BRISTOL. 

Burnett J.M. The Bungalow, 1 New Ridley, Stockfield, NORTHUMBERLAND. 

Burt P.E. 66 Roundwood Lane, Harpenden, HERTS. 

Busby H. 47 The Sands, Wilton-under-Wychwood, OXON, OX7 6ER. 

 

Camburn E. 10 Beach Road East, Portishead, BRISTOL. 

Candlin P.P. 14 Brookfield Way, Olton, Solihull, WARWICKS. 

Carlton J.K. 10 Eton Court, Pemburly Avenue, BEDFORD. 

Casteret Norbert Castel Mourlon, St. Caudens, GARONNE, FRANCE. 

Causer Mr. & Mrs. D.J. Croft House, Clapton, Midsomer Norton, SOMERSET. 

Causer Mr. & Mrs. S. 37 Faulkland View, Shoscombe, BATH, Somerset. 

Chappell R.A. 7 Monville Road, Fasekerly, LIVERPOOL 9. 

Chard T.H. c/o The Earth Science Dept. The Open University, Walton Hall, Walton, 

Bletchley, BUCKS. 

Charles P.H. 26 Eastgate, Hallaton, Market Harborough, LEICS. 

Childs J.J. 6 Upton Way, Broadstone, POOLE, Dorset. 

Christian J. 5 St. Giles Way, Horndean, PORTSMOUTH DO8 0EE. 

Church J.R. 6 Marshfield Way, Fairfield Park, BATH, BA1 6HA. 

Churchill S. Male Hostel, Herrison Hospital, Nr. Dorchester, DORSET. 

Clarke A. 8 Cogsall Road, Stockwood, BRISTOL 4. 

Cleave F/O & Mrs. N.H. Stream Cottage, The Street, Crudwell, Malmesbury, WILTS. 

Clifton Miss H.M. 1 Dorchester Road, Northolt, MIDDLESEX. 

Cobbett J.S. c/o The Shell Co. of Qatar Ltd., P.O. Box 47, Dolia, QATAR. 

Collins Mrs. R.S. Lavender Cottage, Bishop Sutton, BRISTOL. 

Cooper Dr. N. ‘Westover’, Compton Bishop, Nr. Axbridge, SOMERSET. 

Cousins Mr. & Mrs. P.R. 25 Garrick Close, Lichfield STAFFS. 
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Crabtree S.W. 25 Edinburgh Grove, Armley, LEEDS 12. 

Cramp Miss R. 36 Albany Street, HULL, Yorks. 

Crook Dr. B.A. The Laurels, Timsbury, BATH, Somerset. 

Cullimore N.D.A. Beaulieu, Blind Lane, Flackwell Heath, BUCKS. 

Cullingford Rev. C.H.D. The Staithe, Beccles, SUFFOLK. 

 

Dainty C.D. 61 Clarence Road, Four Oaks, Sutton Coldfield, WARWICKS. 

Dare H.R. 2 Sonia Court, Gaytoe Road, Harlow, MIDDLESEX. 

Darke R. 34 Dunster Gardens, Nailsea, BRISTOL. 

Darville Mr. & Mrs. J.M. 6 Charingthay House, Sylvan Road, EXETER EX4 6EW 

Davies C.W. Hillcroft, Woodborough Road, Winscombe, SOMERSET. 

Davies F.J. Camp V, Withey Lane, Neighbourne, Oakhill, SOMERSET, BA3 5BQ. 

Davies Mr. & Mrs. P. ‘Copthalls’, West Hill, Wraxall, BRISTOL, BS19 1PN. 

Davies Dr. R.E. 7053 McCallum Street, PHILADELPHIA, Pa 19119, USA. 

Dawe K.R. Birch Lodge, Much Birch, HEREFORD. 

Day Mr. & Mrs. R.W. 24 Furnwood, BRISTOL 5. 

Dayment B. ‘Kendor’ Hartley, Cranbrook, KENT. 

Desborough M.R. 20 The Crescent, Burton Latimer, Kettering, NORTHANTS. 

Devenish Mr. & Mrs. L.W.E. ‘Washingpool’ Chilcote, East Horrington, Wells, SOMERSET. 

Dewdney-York M.W. ‘Oddset’, 19 Alfred Place, Cotham, BRISTOL 2. 

Dingle A.E. 32 Lillian Road, Barnes, LONDON, SW 13. 

Dolman J. Geophysics Dept., School of Physics, The University, NEWCASTLE, NE1 

7RU. 

Drake R. 1 Sandholme Close, Downend, BRISTOL. 

Drew Dr. D.P. 24 Merynton Avenue, COVENTRY. 

Dubois D.A. ‘Holly Cottage’, Edwin Road, West Horsley, SURREY. 

Duck J.W. Jasmine Cottage, Picts Hill, Langport, SOMERSET. 

Durham S.J.C. 9 Tunbridge Close, Chew Magna, SOMERSET. 

 

Edwards W. 91 Rookery Road, Knowle, BRISTOL 4. 

Evans D.G. 17 Madera Road, Mitcham, SURREY. 

Evans M.H. 17 Litchard Terrace, BRIDGEND, Glam. 

Everett D.G. 133 Galpin Road, Thornton Heath, SURREY. 

Eynon D. West Lodge, Old Wells Road, Shepton Mallet, SOMESET. 

 

Faulkner J.P. 83 Parkfield Road, Pucklechurch, BRISTOL. 

Ferguson S.A. 9 Melrose Place, BRISTOL 8. 

Fincham A. Dept. of Biochemistry, University of West Indies, Mona, JAMAICA, 

KINGSTON 7. 

Foord Mr. & Mrs. R.E. 7 Cranford Drive, Hayes, MIDDLESEX. 

Ford Dr. & Mrs. D.C. Dept. Geography, McMaster University, Hamilton, ONTARIO, CANADA. 

Fox J.W. ‘Brookside’ Martins Moss, Smallwood, Nr. Sandbach, CHESHIRE. 

Francis N. R.E.A.2. 6E Mess, H.M.S. Ark Royal,B.F.P.O. Ships. 

Frost Mr. & Mrs. F.W. 71 Hazelbury Road, Knowle, BRISTOL 4. 

 

Gabb M.L. 42 Grange Avenue, Hanham, BRISTOL, BS15 3PF. 

Gallagher J. 34 Apsley Road, Clifton, BRISTOL 8. 

Gibbs P.D. 40 Hollywood Road, Brislington, BRISTOL 4. 

Gilber Mrs J. c/o School of Education, University of South Pacific, SUVA, FIJI. 

Giles P.M. 1 Springfield Way, Hythe, KENT. 

Gledhill C.J. 5 Plasdraw Road, ABERDARE, Glamorgan. 

Gordan D.I. 3 Townsend, East Harptree, BRISTOL. 

Gordan R.N. Yew Tree Farm, Chew Stoke, BRISTOL. 

Gosling J.G. 72 Marston Gardens, LUTON, Bedfordshire. 

Goverd Mr. & Mrs. K.A. 54 Marston Road, Knowle, BRISTOL 4. 

Grabber C.C. Wheatland Inn, Locust Dale, Va 22948, USA. 

Graham A.C. 4 Lymington Close, Norbury, LONDON SW 16. 

Grant D.E. 54 West Coker Road, YEOVIL, Somerset. 

Green Mr. & Mrs. A.J. 12 Keyford Terrace, FROME, Somerset. 
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Gulley A.M. 23 Lawrence Grove, Henleaze, BRISTOL. 

 

Ham W.J. 'The Laurels', East Brent, Highbridge, SOMERSET. 

Hansford Mr. & Mrs. B. 73A Parchment Street, WINCHESTER, Hants. 

Hanwell Mr. & Mrs. J.D. ‘Chaumbey’, 50 Wells Road, Wookey Hole, Wells, SOMERSET. 

Hardcastle M.E. 42 Canynge Road, Clifton, BRISTOL 8. 

Hardwick D. 8 Ray Lea Close, MAIDENHEAD, Berks., SL6 8QN. 

Harper R.C. 17 Hurn Lane, Keynsham, BRISTOL, BS18 1RN. 

Harris C.W. Monterye Lodge, Wells, SOMERSET. 

Harrison W.G. 12 Medway Drive, Keynsham, BRISTOL. 

Hawkes Mr. & Mrs. C.J. Bishops Cottage, Longland Lane, Old Ditch, Westbury-sub-Mendip, 

SOMERSET. 

Hensler E. 'Gilead Balm', 12 Knighton Close, Woodford Green, ESSEX. 

Hewins Mr. & Mrs. M. 31 Badshot Park, Badshot Lea, FARNHAM, Surrey. 

Hindle W.R. 371 Heath Road South, Northfield, BIRMINGHAM 31. 
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