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EDITORIAL 
 

This issue contains what may well be the most controversial article that the Wessex Cave Club have 

ever published "Novice Training and Cave 'Leadership' schemes" by Fred Davies. If it does 

stimulate interest would you please send your comments to Tim Reynolds who will act as a collator 

for this material. 

 

There are two articles about Swildons Hole. You could say that one tells you how to reach the limits 

of the streamway and that the other tells you what to do when you get there. 

 

Mendip Notes will in future be extended to cover recent notes in the Upper Pitts Log Book. I have 

also made a start on printing the older Logs - it is difficult to justify their separate publication so 

you will find the coverage extending over forthcoming issues until we are up to date. These old 

books contain much useful and interesting information and it would be a great pity if they were 

never dealt with properly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STOP PRESS 
 

On May 20th the Eldon Pothole Club broke through from the 4th Boulder Choke to Biza Passage in 

Ogof Agen Allwedd. This was the culmination of numerous trips and gives the cave probably the 

longest round trip in the country - 3 miles plus. 

 

Jeff Phillips 
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CLUB NEWS 
 

Cave access 

 

Members are reminded that there is no right of way across the fields from Upper Pitts to Swildons 

Hole. Some of the local farmers have been complaining recently that they have had walls knocked 

down by cavers using this route to Swildons. In view of these complaints the Committee ask that 

members who wish to go down Swildons approach the cave by the more usual route via Priddy 

Green. In any case, whichever route is used the Maine's have requested that all cavers who wish to 

descend Swildons call at Manor Farm to get permission. 

 

The Hon. Secretary of the Council of Southern Caving Clubs has recently received complaints 

about cavers digging in Burrington Combe without permission. Burrington Combe is not common 

land but is in fact jointly owned by Sir John Wills and the Commoners of Burrington. Both of these 

have been becoming increasingly concerned recently by a) the amount of litter etc being left by 

cavers and b) the cave digs which are started by cavers without the permission of the owners. 

Whilst the situation has not reached the stage where the owners intend to stop all caving at 

Burrington, Wessex members are requested to pass the word around as far as possible that a) litter 

should not be left in Burrington Combe (or indeed anywhere) and b) that permission MUST be 

obtained before starting a dig in Burrington Combe. 

 

B.S.A. 1972 Conference 

 

The 1972 B.S.A. Conference is to be held in Bristol in September of this year. The conference lasts 

two days (the Saturday and Sunday) and consists of lectures etc on various topics of caving. There 

is also a photography competition and an exhibition where the various caving clubs in the country 

can try to put over the ‘smoother’ side of their image. Jim Hanwell is organising the Wessex stand 

for the Conference - so our image should be under control. 

 

But, if any member wishes to give a lecture at the Conference or else wishes to put on their own 

exhibition, the person to get in touch with is:- G. Stevens, Kingston Avenue, Acklam, 

Middlesborough, Teeside, TS5 7RS. 

 

New Members 

 

The following were elected members on April 30th, 1972:- 

 

Miss Alice Simson, 1 Clifton Hill, Clifton, Bristol BS8 1BN. 

Stuart Churchill, Male Hostel, Herrison Hospital, Nr. Dorchester, Dorset. 

John Miell, 167 Goldcroft, Yeovil, Somerset. 

Mrs. Brenda Stead and Mrs. J.M. Darville (joint members). 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

Many thanks to the West London Caving Club for their help with painting Upper Pitts. 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
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CLUB ACTIVITIES 
 

Sunday, July 2nd. Swildons - Troubles Round Trip Return via Sump 1. Meet 7.30 a.m. on Priddy 

Green. Wet suits and Nife cells advisable. Leader: Brian Milton, ‘Hazeldene’, Clutton Hill, Clutton, 

Nr. Bristol BS18 4QF. 

 

Saturday, July 8th- Dan-yr-Ogof Another attempt to get to the Far North in Dan-yr-Ogof III (the 

last attempt was thwarted by high water). Wet suits and Nife cells are advisable. Leader: Tim 

Reynolds, 2 Beaconsfield Road, Clifton, Bristol BS8 2TS. 

 

July, Agen Aliwedd Date not yet fixed. Leader: Mike York. 

 

Weekend August 19th-20th Trip to Steep Holm. Names to Roy Staynings by August 5th. 

 

August Picos de Europa. Northern Spain Mike York intends to return to the area visited by the 

Wessex last year. During last year's trip two new caves were discovered and there is a very good 

chance of finding a lot more. So, anyone interested in doing some original cave exploration in a 

superbly mountainous area, get in touch with Mike York. 

 

Saturday, October 21st. A.G.M. and Dinner. The A.G.M. will be at Priddy Village Hall at 3.00 p.m. 

The Dinner will be at the Bath Arms, Cheddar at 7.30 for 8.00 p.m. A sketch map showing parking 

facilities will be included in the August Journal. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

SLIDE SHOWS AND FILMS At Upper Pitts at 7.30 p.m. 

 

August/September Alan Fincham will give a slide show and talk about recent caving developments 

in Jamaica. The date to be announced later. 

 

Dates not yet fixed Phil Davies - Stromboli 

Film Show - suggested films being: Volcano, Everest, and Maurice Hewins Swiidons film. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

Digs Thrupe Lane Swallet. Names to Tony Dingle. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

Cave Rescue Would any member residing in the Bristol area and who is willing to help please 

advise the Hon. Sec. of details of phone numbers (day and night), addresses and transport facilities. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

The Friday Night Club' trips are open to one and all. Names to Howard Kenney, Tudor Cottage, 

Beryl Lane, Wells, Somerset. 

 

Saturday July 1st. Wales. Names to Howard. 

 

Friday July 28th. Swildons Black Hole. 7.30 Priddy Green. 

 

Friday August 11th. August Hole. 7.30. 

 

Friday September 8th. Stoke Lane. 7.30. 



 

62 

 

 
 

 

 



 

63 

 

 

KEY TO SYMBOLS 

 

* Supplied and folded with illustrated book. 

+ Limited edition B.S.A. Publication 

 

Postal sales are usually folded and packed in a 16" x 12" envelope.  If you want unfolded surveys 

sent by post, please send a strong tube and enough extra money to cover the return postage of the 

tube. 

 

A few tubes are available for sale at 25p and their weight code is 10. 

 

When ordering surveys by post (either folded or rolled) please total the weight codes of the figures 

ordered and find postal charges from the table below and add this figure to the total cost of the 

order. 

 

TOTAL POST AND PACKING 

WEIGHT (NEW PENCE) 

 

 

ORDERS TO 

 

R.A. Philpott, 

Dept. of Geography 

University of Bristol, Bristol, BS8 1SS. 

 

CHEQUES AND POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO "WESSEX CAVE CLUB" PLEASE. 

 

This list is correct at time of going to press but we reserve the right to alter prices in relation to 

changes in purchasing cost variations etc. 

 

 

 

YORKSHIRE CAVE SURVEYS 

 

Leek Fell £0 25 3 
Lost Johns (Entrance Complex) + £0 08 1 
Marble Steps £0 10 1 
Threaplands Cave (Cracoe) £0 20 2 
Notts Pot £0 30 3 
Washfold Pot (Selside) £0 20 2 
West Kingsdale Master Cave £0 25 2 
Yordas Cave (Kingsdale) £0 15 2 

   2nd Class 1st Class 

1 or 2 6 7 

3 - 4 8 9 

5 - 6 9 11 

7 - 8 10 13 

9 - 10 11 16 

11 - 12 12 18 

13 - 14 14 20 

15 - 22 16 27 

23 - 30  37 
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MENDIP RESCUE ORGANIZATION 
 

Report of the Hon. Secretary and Treasurer for the year ending 31st January, 1972. 

 

Cave Rescues and Incidents 

 

1. Porth yr Ogof, Saturday and Sunday, February 13th/l4th, 1971 . 

 

Search for Paul Esser, who died in a diving accident, was carried out by divers from Mendip as well 

as Wales. 

 

2. Priddy Green, Sunday, May 23rd, 1971. 

 

At 12.30 p.m. Wells Police informed Howard Kenney that a party of one teacher and seven pupils 

from Kingswood School, Bath, had been reported as overdue. They had left school at 5.30 p.m. the 

previous day with the stated intention of exploring Lamb Leer first and Swildon's 2 afterwards. The 

School had expected them back fairly early on Sunday morning. A strong party was rapidly alerted, 

as a result of the courtesy of Hunters Lodge, but within a few minutes the party's van was found on 

Priddy Green with the eight missing cavers sound asleep inside. 

 

The School telephoned later to apologise for the misunderstanding. 

 

3. St. Cuthbert's Swallet, Saturday 21st August, 1971. 

 

At about 4.30 p.m. Martin Mills, caving with a party of Shepton was struck on the right shoulder by 

a falling boulder, whilst climbing a newly discovered aven in Disappointment Passage. It was 

believed to have broken his collar bone, but this proved not to be the case. A caver was sent out to 

call out M.R.O. and to get Pulpit Pitch and Gour Passage Pitch laddered, as these had been 

descended by abseiling. Martin Mills and the rest of the party started returning at about 5p.m. 

 

At 5.15 p.m. Oliver Lloyd received a call from Wells Police, rang the Belfry for details (Dave Irwin 

was in charge) and then called out Bob Pyke, who descended the cave at about 6.30 p.m. 

 

Mills climbed the Gour Pitch ladder with one hand, but had to be hauled up Pulpit Pitch in a bosun's 

chair knot. This is an awkward procedure, as the line tends to spin. Nevertheless he set the pace and 

made such rapid progress that he reached the Arete Pitch and Entrance Pitch before rescue tackle 

was ready on either of them, climbing both easily. He was out by 7 p.m. 

 

On inspection Dr. Pyke found interstitial emphysema over the right shoulder and neck and 

diagnosed punctured lung. At the Infirmary no pneumothorax was demonstrated. Recovery was 

rapid. 

 

This is another example of how a good caver can make a rescue easy in a difficult cave. 

 

4. G.B. Cavern, Saturday 16th October, 1971. 

 

Ian Harrison, a novice caving with the Portsmouth College of Technology, got caught by some 

falling boulders some 60ft. from the entrance. These were floor-boulders that had become 

dislodged. They fell trapping him by the leg and causing bruising. He was freed by members of his 

own party but not before an M.R.O. call had been made by means of a 999 call to Axbridge Police. 

It seems possible that the Axbridge Police were not aware of the correct call-out procedure and it is 

not clear whether they succeeded in contacting a Warden. The boulders are safe from further 

movement. 
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5. Eastwater Cavern, Sunday 28th November, 1971. 

 

The day was one of steady drizzle and from about tea-time onwards the rain was, for a period of 

about two hours, very heavy on Mendip. The result was that the stream into Eastwater Cavern 

became much larger than usual. A party from Spelaeo Rhal were making their way out and met in 

the Traverse a party from the Portsmouth College of Technology who were very tired and very 

apprehensive as to the safety of making their way out through the boulder maze, which at that time 

was extremely wet. Mike Haselden, who was leading the Spelaeo Rhal party, advised them to 

remain where they were, and as Haselden's party was in much better shape they felt prepared to 

fight their way out against the rising stream. This they did successfully and alerted M.R.O. from the 

Belfry. The Police alerted Howard Kenney who in turn arranged a party from Hunters Lodge. 

Meanwhile the Spelaeo Rhal party also alerted cavers at Upper Pitts. At the same time the rain 

slackened with the result that the stream subsided and the rescue parties were without difficulty able 

to escort the Portsmouth party from the cave. 

 

In conclusion it can fairly be said that the water conditions were exceptional and could not 

reasonably have been anticipated. It is also clear that the advice given by Haselden to the 

Portsmouth party to stay where they were was good sense. The only cause for anxiety is the fact 

that this is not the first time the Portsmouth College of Technology have been involved in rescue 

incidents and in view of the fact that they were already in an exhausted condition when they 

reached the boulder maze it does suggest that they are tackling trips which are really beyond the 

abilities of their members. 

 

Time of alert; 7.55 p.m. Spelaeo Rhal : 5 in party. Portsmouth : 6 in party of whom 3 were very 

tired and 2 inexperienced. Out of cave at 8.25 p.m. 

C.H. Kenney 20.12.71. 

6. Swildon's Hole, Sunday 28th November, 1971. 

 

7.30 p.m. Mr. Philip Jardine rang Oliver Lloyd to say that his son, caving with a school party down 

Swildon's, was overdue. As it was very wet he was anxious. O.C.L. rang C.H.K. and ascertained 

that no rescue was in progress. 8.0 p.m. Mrs. Jardine rang to say her boy was back home. 

 

At 8.05 p.m. C.H.K. rang O.C.L. about the Eastwater trouble, just described. 

O.C.L. 28.11.71. 

7. Ogof Fach (Penderyn), Saturday 15th January, 1972. 

 

A party from the Westminster Spelaeological Group was down the cave; Roger Solari and Tony 

Giles were diving and there was a support party, two of which went as far as Sump 2. On the return 

of these two they found that the duck in the by-pass to Sump 1 had sumped. One of them free dived 

it, but the second, Simon Mead King, was unable to do so. The first therefore came out of the cave 

for help. 

 

7.35 p.m. Oliver Lloyd received a telephone call from Penderyn to stand him by for sump rescue 

apparatus. He was informed that Bob Churcher and Julian Walford (both qualified divers) had gone 

down the cave with a spare diving set, and that they ought to be able to manage. 

 

8.20 p.m. O.C.L. rang C.H.K. to contact divers at the Hunters or Shepton. 

 

8.40 p.m. C.H.K. replied that he had stood Brian Woodward and Phil Collett by. Martin Webster 

called at Withey and was also stood by. 

 

9.10 O.C.L. rang Robin Williams, who runs the South Wales C.R.O. to find out if the rescue had 

been made official by calling the Police. R.W. was out, but it was clear that this step had not been 

taken. 
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9.20 O.C.L. rang the Bridgend Police and told them what was afoot. 

 

10.0 O.C.L. given stand down from Penderyn. He asked them to stand down the Bridgend Police 

and stood C.H.K. down. 

 

When the two divers already down Ogof Fach returned a few hours later, they found King at the 

sump and gave him the requisite encouragement to get through. 

 

Two points emerge from this rescue. One is that, although it may seem superfluous to stand by so 

many people for what turned out to be a simple operation, it is essential to make sure that you have 

an adequate team if the crunch comes, particularly for sump rescue. The second point is that it is 

absolutely necessary to contact the Police in every case of cave rescue. They are always a help, 

however little they need to do; moreover insurance cover only operates through the Police, and such 

cover is essential for diving rescues, as they are always dangerous. 

 

Cave Rescue Practices 

 

The policy of the M.R.O. is to encourage clubs to form rescue teams and to carry out regular cave 

rescue practices. In this way a large number of cavers get enough experience to make them useful 

members of the scratch teams who perform the actual rescues. 

 

Clubs wishing to carry out a rescue practice should fix the date well ahead (about 2 months) and 

notify the Hon. Secretary of M.R.O. They should choose the cave and route to be followed, name 

the time, provide a team of 8 strong cavers, a "victim" and the caving tackle. M.R.O. will provide a 

member of Committee to give advice and the special rescue equipment. The Warden or Team 

Leader on duty at the Rescue Depot will be invited to supervise the practice and it will be his 

responsibility to see that the rescue tackle is cleaned, dried, mended and returned to the Depot 

before next time it is needed. 

 

Clubs which establish a rescue team are allowed to have their Team Leader co-opted onto the 

Committee of M.R.O. The appointment is for a year only but may be renewed if the team continues 

to function. 

 

Cave Rescue Council 

 

This body did not meet during the year. The next meeting will be held on the weekend of 

September 23rd/24th, 1972 in the Settle Area, to coincide with the next Conference of C.R.Os. Our 

hosts will be the C.R.O. and the theme "Rescue from tight holes". 

 

I have records of the following cave rescue practices, most of which took place:- 

   

14.2.71 Bath Caving Group Box Hill Stone Mines 

20.2.71 Exeter University S.S. G.B. Cavern 

31.3.71 M.R.O. (new Wardens etc) Priddy Green 

4.4.71 Joint practice with the Cwnbran Team Ogof y Cie 

18.4.71 Wessex C.C. Swildon's Hole 

7.8.71 M.C.G. Long wood 

18.9.71 ? Lamb Leer 

30.10.71 Border C.G. Eastwater Cavern 

6.11.7 1  Surrey Youth Cavers Goatchurch 

1 2 .12 .7 1  M.N.R.C. & Spelaeo Rhal Lamb Leer 

1 5 .1 .71 B.E.C. St. Cuthbert's 

1 5 .1 .71 Border C.G. Eastwater 
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Open Meeting of M.R.O. at Priddy 

 

This exercise in public relations was held on Sunday 7th November, 1971 in the Village Hall. The 

only previous one was five years ago. About 6 5  people attended, nearly all of them cavers. 

 

Howard Kenney started by telling them what M.R.O. was about and how callouts were effected and 

organised. Chief Inspector Hughes of Wells gave us the Police angle. Brian Prewer told us about the 

new Rescue Depot at the Belfry and Oliver Lloyd said something about rescue practices. It was 

generally agreed that the meeting had been worthwhile. 

 

Insurance for Cave Rescuers (This forms the subject of a separate communication to members of 

Committee). 

 

In July 1971 the Home Office recommended to the Police authorities that they should insure those 

who at the request of the Police or by arrangement with them take part in search or rescue 

operations. In August I wrote to the Chief Constable of Somerset about this and as a result of 

correspondence the following arrangements have emerged. 

Through the County Treasurer the Police have taken out an insurance policy for Personal Accident 

Insurance whereby benefits are payable for injury or death up to a maximum of £10,000. The cover 

is for rescue personnel either above or underground during the rescue. There is no cover for (a) 

mileage expenses, (b) having a car smash going to a rescue, (c) third party damages, (d) loss of 

earnings or (e) cave rescue practices. Car accidents should be covered by the member's ordinary 

motor insurance. Regarding (c) I made the point that we were very keen for third party cover to be 

included, as damages can be very expensive, even though there is little likelihood of a claim being 

successfully pressed. But the Chief Constable on the advice of the County Treasurer said that they 

could not go beyond the Home Office recommendation. 

 

It follows from this that the Police must be notified in all cases where cave rescue operations are 

undertaken, even the most trivial, as otherwise there is no insurance cover for the rescuers. I have 

circulated details to all the other cave rescue organisations. 

 

The use of fire hose for compressed air 

 

It is well known that the limitation to the use of compressed air in caves is the difficulty in 

transporting cylinders of air or oxygen in sufficient quantities to the place where it is wanted, either 

for the purpose of ventilation (as in the Moss Tragedy of 1959) or for the operation of power tools 

for enlarging squeezes. Luke Devenish assisted by Howard Kenney have now worked out a 

practical means of conveying compressed air down a cave by means of rubber-lined fire hose. 

 

An air compressor on the surface can produce 120 cu. ft. of air at 80 p.s.i. A special adaptor is 

needed to connect the fire hose with a narrower bore air hose for driving a drill or chisel. This we 

have purchased. The rest of the apparatus can be made available by the Fire Service in an 

emergency. We are grateful to the Chief Fire Officer for Somerset for his help in this matter. 

On the 19th May 1971 the apparatus was tested at Fairy Cave Quarry and the conclusion then 

reached was that, provided certain unknown risks were acceptable, the technique offers a method of 

effecting rescues from situations previously regarded as hopeless. It will require considerable 

manpower and some technical knowledge. Practices should be held. 

 

New Rescue Depot, Tackle Store and Telephone at the Belfry 

 

In July 1971 this depot or tackle store was established by kind permission of the B.E.C. in the right 

wing of the old stone Belfry. It is being organised by Howard Kenney and Brian Prewer. The 

address is The Belfry, Wells Road, Priddy, near Wells, BA5 3AU. The telephone which we share 

with the B.E.C. is in the new Belfry and the number is Wells 72126. 
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All members of Committee are expected to do a fortnight's duty a year at the depot. During their 

duty they are expected to know what there is in the store, to check its contents and to take steps to 

remedy any deficiencies. They are responsible for seeing that all rescue tackle is returned in good 

order after use. 

 

Experience to date shows that the system is working well. 

 

Rats 

 

Enquiry from the Rodent Officer concerned yields the information that an inspection of the stream 

at Stoke Lane Slocker in late January 1972 showed that it was free from rats. 

 

Finance 

 

This has been an exceptionally expensive year, because of the establishment of the new stores and 

telephone. To make matters more difficult we have had no very profitable rescues; it is our 

experience that donations are greatest when the subject is unhurt. Equipment has cost us £91, 

telephone £31. Donations came to £33 as compared with £44 in 1970. We have a deficit for the year 

of £122 which we are taking from our accumulated funds, which now stand at £102. 

 

In special cases like the present we find it necessary to ask our supporting clubs to give generously. 

I would be grateful if all club secretaries could bring the matter to the notice of their committees 

and furnish their treasurers with the necessary instructions. 

 

Circulation 

 

This report (which is my 15th and last) is sent to cave rescue organisations, the C.R.G., the B.S.A., 

the Somerset, Bristol and Wiltshire Police and to the 60 or 70 caving clubs in the South of England 

of which I have the name and address of the secretary. Might I ask these club secretaries to pass the 

report on to the editors of their journals, so that such items as seen to be of interest may be 

published? The activities of M.R.O. are the concern of all who cave on Mendip. In this way it is 

possible to make them widely known. 

 

February 24th, 1972.  Oliver C. Lloyd, M.D., 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, 

Mendip Rescue Organisation. 

 

Withey House, Withey Close West, Bristol BS9 3SX. 
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Notes on the use of drugs and equipment on cave rescues 

 

The following notes were prepared for an MRO sub-committee discussion. They were written by 

Dr. Donald Thomson, one of the Medical Wardens, in September 1971 for circulation among his 

colleagues, and are therefore not authoritative either of the MRO itself or of all the doctors who 

have offered their services in rescues. However, potential victims may be interested in the sort of 

treatments being discussed by the MRO. 

 

Most cave accidents have fallen into a few broad categories. Whatever the causes, once a person is 

incapacitated exposure has an increasing effect as time goes on. It is a combination of cold, fear, 

pain and psychiatric insufficiency. The treatment for this is essentially heat, as quickly as possible, 

reassurance and encouragement, relief of pain, if necessary by morphia, and possibly the use of 

psychiatric drugs. 

 

The drug used for some years is DEXEDRINE, usually given with GLUCOSE. Dexedrine increases 

the metabolic rate, and if the victim is not too far gone and can be insulated by putting him in a 

"Goon suit", or a neoprene exposure bag he should warm up quickly. However, it does have 

disadvantages; it frequently produces confusion, which could be dangerous and means that the 

victim requires the closest attention. It is one of the minor drugs of addiction, and the use of it in 

victims who have experimented in its use might be unpredictable. However the Glucose pills can do 

no harm and with inadequately fed victims may well save lives. Sugar lumps are just as good. 

 

Where there is definite injury MORPHINE is frequently used, or rather a combination of morphine 

and fentazine called CYCLIMORPH. This relieves pain within 15 minutes, and the fentazine calms 

the patient and reduces the chances of morphine producing vomiting. Some people feel that 

morphine reduces the ability of the victim to help himself. Morphia helps in shocked patients, 

especially with extensive fractures, and 1-2 ampoules should be used. 

 

Part of the effect of shock can be related to suprarenal failure, and it does no harm to inject 100-200 

mg. of HYDROCORTISONE which is in the medical kit. 

 

For patients who are warm enough, but in a "blue funk", injection of VALIUM has been used. 

Theoretically Valium is liable to produce hypothermia, a very dangerous condition. It worked very 

well on Soffe, but possibly injection of SERENACE might be better. This is also available. 

 

Injections should be given through a large needle, which is less likely to be broken by the amateur, 

and given into a muscle. The easiest to use is the pectoralis major, the big muscle below the collar 

bone, being careful not to put the injection into the chest cavity. This muscle can be reached by 

opening the top of a neoprene suit. The conventional muscle is the gluteus maximus, the upper and 

outer part of the buttock. Anything dangerous is well out of reach here; injecting too low may hit 

the sciatic nerve. This site has the disadvantage that it is difficult to reach this muscle without 

stripping the victim and thereby cooling him off. Injections should preferably not be given through 

clothing. 

 

Most cave injuries involve fractures. The treatment of these differs and must be considered 

separately. 

 

a) Head Injuries 

 

These are characterised by unconsciousness in severe cases, confusion, inequalation of pupils, a 

slow pulse (the normal is about 60-80 minute), vomiting and obvious damage to the head, including 

bleeding from the nose or ears. Any combination of these findings may be present. It is possible that 

the victim may have been rendered unconscious and recovered consciousness by the time he is 

reached. It is very unwise to give almost any drug to anyone with a head injury. It may be necessary 
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to give pain relieving drugs where extensive or other painful injuries co-exist. This is a very 

difficult decision to make and medical advice should be sought if at all possible. Other cavers 

present at the time of the accident should be asked if the victim was unconscious at all and if so he 

should not have morphia. One type of head injury (that involving the middle meningeal artery) may 

produce unconsciousness not at the time of the injury but some time later. This is a particularly 

dangerous condition and the victim should be got out as quickly as possible. Keeping the caving 

helmet on reduces the risk of further injury. 

 

b) Long Bone Fractures 

 

Are frequently encountered, usually leg bones and usually either at the top of the thigh bone or 

around the ankle. Morphia can be given to these people if they want it. It is possible to splint ankles 

without it, but not thigh bones. Boots should be left on, so should boiler suits and neoprenes, laces 

on boots can be loosened to allow for swelling. Plaster of Paris is then applied, taking a thick piece 

and running it along the sole of the boot and up to the back of the knee, A fracture through the shin 

bone requires a splint from foot to the top of the thigh. A fracture to the femur requires morphia and 

an extensive and heavy plaster around the lower abdomen and down to the ankle, known as a hip 

spica. These fractures are potentially dangerous and it might prove necessary to use intravenous 

blood or dextraa if the victim is very shocked. This would prolong the rescue. Arm fractures are 

likely to be seen occasionally and need less plastering. Pott's fracture and foot injuries are able to 

get themselves out of the cave after splinting, and this is much quicker than using the carrying 

sheet. 

 

c) Compound Fractures 

 

Are those in which the bone penetrates the skin. These introduce infection and should be kept as 

clean as possible. They should be dressed with antiseptic and a sterile dressing and covered with 

plaster of paris. The fracture of a shin bone is very likely to be compound. 

 

d) Complicated Fracture 

 

Are those in which tissue other than bone is injured. Apart from fractures mentioned elsewhere, a 

particularly dangerous type occurs with injuries just above the elbow joint, and if the pulse at the 

wrist cannot be felt the victim must be got to hospital as quickly as possible and medical help 

sought. 

 

e) Multiple Fractures 

 

Can be expected with crush injuries and victims should always be examined to see if any injuries 

other than the obvious have been sustained. There is risk of such injuries such as ruptured spleen 

(vide the rescue in Sunset Hole), ruptured liver, damage to lungs by fractured ribs, and head 

injuries. 

 

f) Some other fractures can be very difficult to deal with when the patient must be 

mobilized. Fractured spines must be carried in the position of extension viz. leaning over 

backwards, to avoid crushing the spinal chord. This requires a lot of plaster and produces a heavy 

patient. Crushed chests would be expected to make breathing difficult and therefore morphia may 

be dangerous if the injury is extensive. For crushed feet the best splint is probably a caving boot. 

Many people remove the boots of the victim and doing so increase the risk of injury to the feet 

during rescue operations. 

 

Internal Injuries 

 

These are suggested by coughing blood, or in urine, or if the condition of the patient suggests that 
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he is shocked out of proportion to his injuries. Nothing much can be done about this in the cave, but 

there is a good deal of urgency in getting the patient out. This was probably not realised at Sunset 

Hole. Morphia can and should be used, but is better given intravenously in smaller doses, and if 

given into a muscle should not be repeated as it is absorbed slowly in cases of shock. Intravenous 

fluids, especially blood of the group O Rhesus negative can be life saving and is available at some 

hospitals including, soon, the Frome Victoria. Dextron is a substitute for blood and about two pints 

can be used; however, putting up blood drips is no job for the amateur and is especially difficult 

with the shocked patients who need it most. This has never been done on Mendip, and dextron and 

blood need special conditions for storage. An added complication is that it is essential to take a 

blood sample for future matching before giving dextron. 

 

Burns 

 

Are not likely to be met, but paraffin and propane stoves are used underground and flash powder 

still has limited use. Burned clothing is virtually sterile, however dirty, and should be left on the 

skin. Other burned areas should be covered with sterile dressings and as burns are very painful and 

the victim may be shocked, morphia can be given. Alkali burns from Nife cells have happened and 

if noticed in time should be treated by washing away the alkali with large quantities of water, or if 

possible the solution used as a medicine called hydrochlor dil.. 

 

There is another group of casualties, which are not common. This is the unexpected onset of sudden 

illness unrelated to caving. Diagnosis is difficult for the lay person, but a list of symptoms, and the 

order in which they occurred may make it possible for the Medical Warden to hazard a guess. On a 

rescue in the U.S.A. one of the divers had a coronary and eventually died. A diabetic can suffer 

from sudden attacks due to shortage of sugar. Perforated duodenal ulcers can occur at any time. 

People who are mentally unstable can deteriorate rapidly. One of a party in G.B. some years ago 

had an attack of what could have been an acute schizophrenic breakdown. There are a number of 

other illnesses which can present suddenly. Cavers should not go underground when feeling off-

colour in any way, but nevertheless they do. With most cave accidents, where the morale of the 

victim is high and the injury not too severe, he should be encouraged to make his way slowly 

towards the entrance. However, with a coronary this would be inviting disaster, and these cases 

must be given morphine and atrophine and kept warm and carried out with minimal effort on their 

part. It is quite difficult to distinguish between coronaries and perforated stomach ulcers, or even an 

acute onset of a chest infection at times, and medical aid should be sought if in any doubt. Known 

diabetics in trouble should be given sugar lumps. If short of sugar this will help, and if they have 

too much sugar it does no harm, as excess sugar is not what produces the symptoms. 

 

A word about hospitalizing people underground. This has never even been considered. Stanley 

Cannicott believes that people can die from psychiatric causes, from sheer fright. It is often 

noticeable how the condition of the victim improves as he gets to the surface. While it may be 

necessary to delay rescue while a patient is given a drip or splinted, the best course is to get them 

out as soon as possible. However people have been nursed underground in France, and it might be 

necessary to consider this. It would seem best to rely on local hospital facilities to provide any 

necessary equipment. 

 

A further word about inflatable splints. With shock the blood pressure can easily fall below 90/50 

and it is easy to inflate these splints above this, and by doing so produce a gangrenous limb. They 

are most useful for forearms and lower parts of legs, and not inflated to maximum pressure. 
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FREE DIVING TO SWILDONS IX 

 

by Tony Jarratt 

 

The following article is only of a general nature describing the route and techniques involved in a 

trip to IX for the non-diving caver. A very detailed account of the developments which made this 

trip possible, and of recent work in and around Sump 12 can be found in SMCC Jnl Series 5, No. 2. 

Several accounts of both diving and free diving in Swildons are written up in recent Exeter USS 

Newsletters and, of course, the Newsletters of the Cave Diving Group. 

 

As for the trip: Two routes can be taken from Swildons I to Sump 4. The route via St. Pauls, 

Paradise Regained and Blue Pencil is well known and no real problem. Those wishing to take the 

more direct route down the streamway will have an easier, though more mentally disturbing trip! 

 

Sump 1, despite the efforts of literary "sump-shrinkers" is still about a 6ft dive (but watch out for 

the frayed guide-line). Duck 1 has become refilled since the 1968 floods and you can walk on the 

bottom easily. Duck 2, again altered by the Flood, now has a more or less permanent airspace. If it 

is found to be sumped it can be free-dived on the left to a wide airspace, after which a short duck 

under brings one to the approach to Sump 2. 

 

Now the problems begin. Anyone not feeling confident enough to free-dive Sumps 2, 3 and 4 

should not. They all need masks, hoods and suitable weight. 

 

Sump 2 is some 25ft in length and quite spacious - upon emerging a short duck leads into the 

Swildons III sump pool. It is necessary to go down about 8ft in Sump 3 (38ft long). Watch out for a 

couple of projections on the roof at the far end. (Most people seem to hit their heads when entering 

the sump from the far side). 

 

For those determined to go on, a bottle of disinfectant and a fly spray could be considered useful 

equipment. All the "clatch" which falls out of Fred's little hole in the roof disappears into Sump 4 

and those who have seen the tubifex worms up there know what I mean! 

 

Rumours have circulated on the tightness and length of Sump 4 since the floods (4 years ago! 

Doesn't it make you feel old?). With bottles the place can certainly be a bit of a squeeze but for the 

normal caver it's easy enough. Personally, in any sump I lie on my back and pull with the line in 

front of my face (then you can see the airspace coming). A dive about 20ft is necessary in Sump 4 

before useable airspace is reached. 

 

Next come the noxious ducks and semi-sumps of Swildons V. These are best negotiated slowly - 

feeling for the airspaces before you duck through. Don't trust the guideline too much either. 

 

Just before Sump 6 a bit of old rope hangs down from a hole about 12ft up on the left. Follow the 

passage keeping to left turns and after some 200ft of crawls and muddy canals a nice little duck is 

reached with the large boulder chambers of Swildons VII beyond. This By-Pass was opened up by 

CDG in July 1971 after many digging and bailing trips to both sides of the duck. 

 

The Swildons VII boulder chambers offer plenty of scope to the digging enthusiast so take your 

bucket and spade. 

 

Last September CDG members, encouraged by their success with the Sump 6 by-pass performed a 

similar feat at Sump 7 (a short but very tight sump - not free-diveable). By sitting in the actual sump 

pool a crawl on the left, over a boulder can be seen - follow it. 

 

The way is now open to Sump 9, Sump 8 being by-passed by an obvious climb. As Sump 9 is 120ft 
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long there is little hope of a by-pass being found here, although several theories have been put 

forward about possible digs (i.e. EUSS Newsletter Vol. 3 No. 4 May 1967). If it is ever by-passed 

the rest of the streamway presents no problems. Sump 10 is 18 inches long and Sump 11 is climbed 

over. A by-pass to Sump 12 has also been found but as it only leads to Sump 12A this is not 

particularly exciting. Digging and blasting by CDG is in operation at the moment here. 

 

As can be seen, the trip to Swiidons IX is not easy and a rescue from the depths of the Streamway 

would be difficult and lengthy. Anyone attempting the trip should be well kitted out, fit, well fed 

and most important of all - competent. 

 

A point which should be well known to all free-divers - the dangers of Hyperventilation - are 

illustrated by Dr. O.C, Lloyd in his paper on "Cave Diving Hazards” and in Axbridge C.G. 

Newsletter May 1969. 

 

Ed. If you would like to compare this account with that of the first dive in Swildons III try reading 

"Swildons III" by F.G. Balcombe, R.E. Davies and O.C. Lloyd in Journal No. 47. September 1954. 

 

A perfectly hair-raising account of free-diving Sump 2, using lung water ballast, entitled 'Sumping 

for Beginners' by R.G. Morley can be found in Journal No. 85. July 1962. 

 

 

 

BEYOND SUMP 4 IN SWILDONS HOLE 
 

by Peter Moody 

 

Sump 4, first free-dived by Len Dawes in December 1957, is 15ft. long and beyond 250ft. of low 

passage leads to Sump 5. This was first passed without diving equipment by Mike Boon on 17th 

June 1961 after several hours digging by Mike, Phil Davies, Mike Thompson, Jerry Wright and Ken 

Dawe at a gravel bank on the far side of Sump 5 had lowered the water level sufficiently to break 

the sump. (This gravel bank still builds up slowly and occasionally needs digging away to re-

establish the airspace). Thirty feet past Sump 5 on the left (downstream) is the N.E. Tributary 

Passage which connects with Causer's Calamity via the Damp Link. A further 330ft. of stream 

passage leads to Sump 6, the limit for the non-diver until the summer of ’71. To the left of Sump 6 a 

steep climb leads to a T junction; the left hand branch leading upstream while the right hand 

passage develops into a rift over Sump 6 and is aptly named the Enema Rift. 

 

During the 1960's The Cave Diving Group tried to make a by-pass to Sump 6 by digging in Enema 

Rift but the passage became too tight and with the very unpleasant surroundings interest waned. In 

1965 several members of the C.D.G. began to dig at a small inlet sump on the right of the 

streamway in Swildons VII, it was believed the passage would lead into the unknown but digging 

was spasmodic and little progress was made. Then on 20th September 1970 while reinvestigating 

all the side passages in Swildons VI Brian Woodward and Jeff Phillips followed the left hand 

branch of Enema Rift for about 200ft., it crossed over the VI Streamway and led back towards VII 

before ending in a muddy sump. In VII it was found that the inlet sump had become discoloured 

and the possibility of an overpass to Sump 6 was realised. Further digging and bailing trips to the 

inlet sump followed and on 24th July 1971 the link between VI and VII was finally made. The 

overpass was first used the following week by Tony Jarratt who, while digging in VII with Ken 

James, lost all his air when the 'O' ring on his bottle blew. On the 7th August Pete Moody 

accompanied by members of the C.D.G. went to VII without diving equipment. The trench draining 

the inlet sump however was still not deep enough to produce an airspace so divers, who had come 

through Sump 6, had to bail the sump before it was possible for non-divers to join them in VII. Two 

more trips followed when W.C.C. members accompanied divers to VII and deepened the trench 

sufficiently to establish a permanent airspace through the sump. 
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On 25th September Rob Harper and Pete Moody with C.D.G. divers went to VII again, this time it 

was hoped that a by-pass to Sump 7 could be found. A fingertip link had been made from the 

boulders on the left of the sump pool to a side passage in Swildons VIII on 22nd May 1974. Within 

half an hour Tony Giles working from VII and Phil Collett and Brian Woodward working in VIII 

had established a tight and rather awkward by-pass. After Rob and Pete had looked around VIII and 

IX, (an overpass to Sump 8 already existed), some explosive was used to make the by-pass more 

accommodating. Although the Sump 7 by-pass is still too tight to be used by kitted up divers it is 

not impossible in wet weather as was at first feared. 

 

Thanks to the by-passes there is now about 1,200ft. of passage beyond Sump 4 with perhaps 

another 400ft. of side passage open to the non-diver. This includes a very impressive chamber, the 

largest in Swildons, and some promising sites for further advancement. In Swildons VII there are 

several avens, one was climbed in the past to around 150ft without reaching the top, while in VIII 

some avens remain totally unclimbed. At the top of the first chamber in VII a large passage leads 

off, it terminates in a too tight ‘U’ tube, often flooded, and will probably repay some serious 

digging. Thrutch Tube is a tight ascending passage in Swildons IX, it is similar to the Damp Link 

and at the moment is being banged by some C.D.G. members in the hope that it will lead into the 

theorised continuation of the Shatter/Pirate Chambers Series. 

 

The trip beyond Sump 4 should present no serious difficulties to an experienced party. Wet suits 

and Nife cells are essential and a hood and mask are recommended as they add greatly to safety and 

comfort especially if anyone is free diving to IV through sumps 2 and 3. Consideration should be 

given to the weather when contemplating a trip to Swildons VII or beyond because of the risk of 

flooding in the region of Sump 5. In dry weather Sump 5 is a relatively easy canal passage with a 

continuous airspace. In high water conditions it becomes a very dangerous place indeed; the end of 

the 'sump' does in fact sump and only a very experienced party with a thorough knowledge of the 

sump should consider making an attempt to pass it by ducking from one small airspace to the next. 

There are large areas of submerged passage on all sides of the airspaces and once in them it would 

be very easy to lose your orientation, panic and drown. The corlene line for divers does not follow 

the airspaces and on no account should anyone attempt to free dive the sump by pulling on it, the 

line will probably snap with tragic consequences. Under flood conditions the greater part of Sump 5 

and Buxton's Horror is totally submerged. 

 

Now that the by-passes have been open for eight months it is possible to reflect on their impact 

upon Mendip caving. Less than twenty free diving trips have been made to beyond Swildons VI, 

nearly all of the 'tourist' type. No-one has been prepared to do any work there and it is a sad fact that 

the only determined digging or climbing has been done by C.D.G. members. Even the gateway to 

VII, the trench draining the inlet sump, has been allowed to become partially blocked. A certain 

section of cavers prefer to totally ignore the existence of the by-passes, the Complete Caves of 

Mendip (2nd Edition 1972) chooses not to mention them. Many cavers have dismissed the trip, out 

of hand, as beyond their capabilities. This has led to the trip becoming over-rated. It is debatable in 

view of the apathy shown whether it is worth the effort to open by-passes to the Swildons' sumps. 

Perhaps given more time the trip will lose some of its aura of severity which makes people class it 

in the same category as the Long Round Trip - to be done once but never again, I certainly hope so. 

 

P. Moody 

 

May 1972 

 

References - see over 
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CAVES AND CAVING EXHIBITION BRISTOL MUSEUM 

 

OPENING JUNE 23RD 1972 FOR ONE YEAR 
 

This exhibition, which is sponsored by the Bristol Museum, will be located in the Geology Room. 

A printed booklet on the subject will be available and there is also a film which lasts ¾ hour which 

will be shown at stated times. 

 

The organisers had professional help from the television world with their film, and several caving 

clubs and individuals have devoted their energies towards making this, the second post-war caving 

exhibition, in Bristol, a success. It is to be hoped that the film will be available for loan in a year's 

time. 
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NOVICE TRAINING AND CAVE 'LEADERSHIP' SCHEMES 
 

Fred Davies 
 

The opinions and views expressed in this article are fully endorsed by the Committee of the Wessex 

Cave Club. 

 

“It is essential that novices and inexperienced cavers should be accompanied by highly competent 

experts who will lead the party and ensure its safety”. How many times have we heard such 

sentiments expressed? I have myself made such statements, but over the past five or six years I 

began to have some doubts as to their accuracy. What basis have we for such ideas? 

 

Are they perhaps to be classed with Euclids axioms? I decided in order to straighten my ideas on the 

subject that I must adopt a more scientific attitude: viz: observation - hypothesis - experiment - 

more observation - finally arriving at a theory agreeing with present observations. So, I turned to the 

reports of the M.R.O. Secretary and analysed them in the way shown in table 1. 

 

Table 1 

 

Total number of incidents       75 

No. of incidents involving unaccompanied novices     1 

No. of incidents involving novices accompanied by experienced cavers 13 

 

Notes on table 1. 

 

a) These figures come from the M.R.O. annual reports for the period 1956 - 1971. 

b) An 'incident' is an event in which assistance has been rendered to person (or persons) 

underground. No account has been taken of false alarms. 

c) They include incidents outside Mendip which were attended by the M.R.O. 

d) The Sandhurst general search of 1960 has not been included. This was a search of the 

majority of the known caves on Mendip for two Sandhurst cadets who were overdue from a 

supposed caving weekend on Mendip. The search was called off when it was found that the 

two cadets had in fact gone A.W.O.L. to Jersey. 

e) Prior to 1960 the term 'novice' did not appear in any accident report. However I have 

counted the Wallington affair of 1958 as an accident to a novice. 

f) I cannot give definitions of 'novice' or 'experienced caver' as used in these tables. I have 

accepted the wording of the M.R.O. report. Similarly I have accepted the term 'on first trip' 

when this has been used in the report. 

g) Though it has little bearing upon this article, the number of accidents have also been shown 

as a histogram showing how the number of accidents varied through the years examined. 

 

Table 1 completes the first stage - the observation of the actual number of accidents. We can now 

draw some deductions from these figures and on this empirical evidence I will then try to define a 

'safe' caving party. 

 

On the statistical evidence available a novice is safer caving with other novices. This is further 

reinforced when you consider that of the 3 fatalities in this period, 2 occurred in our class of 

accompanied novices. The third fatality was not to a novice at all. It can be argued that these 

statistics are only to be expected since there are not many novices 'starting on their own'. On this 

point I would beg to differ, although I don't have the exact details of the numbers involved. I 

personally know many novices that would fall into this class, but since they don't have accidents 

they are unnoticed by the general run of cavers. 
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I would like now to hypothesise upon the cause of this apparently unreasonable deduction. In my 

opinion the main cause is the mental attitude of the novice himself. With the great 'highly qualified' 

superman leader in the party he is tempted to relinquish all responsibility for his safety to the leader. 

This is a fatal attitude. Every person going underground should know, and very strongly feel, 

responsible for his own safety. Secondly, there must also be a tendency for a novice in a party of 

experienced cavers not to tell the leader that he is feeling tired. This is because to do so would, so 

the novice feels, appear 'chicken' in the eyes of the leader and the other experienced members of the 

party. So, the novice if he is tired will tend to try and soldier on until a combination of his weariness 

and inexperience could cause an accident. 

 

At this point I would like to mention the type of equipment used by a novice. No technical 

equipment can make up for a deficiency in personal ability, but ability can make up for a lack of 

equipment. I have therefore in the past few years opposed the lending of helmets etc: to novices. 

Novices who have been 'issued' with equipment tend to end up with the helmet falling over their 

eyes and a lamp whose workings they do not know, but because they have this equipment they think 

that they are safe. Instead of all this equipment which they do not understand, I would recommend a 

torch they do understand, an old beret on their heads and caution in their hearts. This will really 

ensure that they come safely out of the cave. 

 

So, I have come to the conclusion that a party of between 3 & 6 persons, all of nearly equal ability, 

using equipment with which they are familiar, is less likely to get into difficulties. Even in those 

incidents in the M.R.O. reports where the word 'novice' was not used, I felt that a great spread of 

ability through the party was often implied, and that it was the weak link of the party which 

cracked. 

 

All this theorising leads to the real problem. What does one do about the keen novice eager to start 

caving ? I suggest that it first requires that a group of novices be found, say four. They are then 

advised to get together, armed with such torches as they may think suitable, any old clothing that 

they may have and are advised to visit such caves as Goatchurch, East Twin or Loxton. Without the 

presence of a 'supercaver' these visits will be full of adventure, (a 'supercaver' sitting by on the 

surface is a good move) far more adventure in fact than being 'taken to Swildons IV'. 

 

After this start they will either want no more, and it has cost them nothing so far; or else they will 

be eager for more. Discussions with an experienced caver on helmets, lamps etc and they should be 

keen to equip themselves properly. Their activities could now extend to: Upper Swildons, Upper 

Eastwater, Nine Barrows, Rods Pot etc always finding their own way. (I have never found people 

who have always had to find their own way get lost. The immediate response of people 'lost' on 

Troubles Trips has usually been, "I had been brought this way a couple of times before and I 

thought that I knew the way"). 

 

Now comes the one period at which real instruction is useful to novices. The use of tackle, handling 

of life lines etc: Personally, I like Lamb Leer for this, it is the only pitch with enough space at the 

top for three or four novices to watch the lifeline man handling the rope. With the knowledge of 

how to tackle vertical pitches such caves as Cuckoo Cleeves, Sludge Pit, Pine Tree Pot, Hunters 

Hole etc can be tackled so that it is now a competent party that tries Eastwater or Swildons and 

should not cause congestion at the pitches of these overcrowded caves. Perhaps a trip through a 

sump with an experienced caver, and a party of novices are novices no longer, at the expense of 

perhaps two underground trips by the experienced caver who has acted as their mentor. 
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The safety of novices can be further ensured by deliberately removing all extraneous pressures to go 

caving. This means the removal of the attitude summed up in the phrase 'taken caving'. I am willing 

to 'go caving' (implying an equal responsibility for our own safety) with anyone. I will not 'take' 

(implying safety is my responsibility) with anyone. Equally as bad for introducing outside pressures 

or motives for going caving are all badge schemes: e.g. D. of E. Awards given for caving. If the 

visit to the cave is not in itself sufficient reward then it is making prostitutes of our caves. 

 

These ideas have been slowly developing in my mind over several years. I would like now to 

describe four, examples which I feel indicative that these ideas are correct and valid. 

 

First, when I was working in Flintshire I was approached, when I was on holiday, by a small group 

from the Scout Troop at Street who wanted to do some caving. I went to Goatchurch with them, and 

then said, ‘When you have done this on your own five times I will show you another cave.’ In due 

course we visited Upper Swildons together, then, "When you have done this five times on your own 

I will show you how to use ladders". Later I visited Sump 1 Swildons with them. At a later date I 

received an enthusiastic letter describing how, in a total of three trips, they had gradually found 

their own way through Paradise Regained and so ultimately to Swildons IV. The sense of 

achievement obtained came through very vividly in the letter. 

 

Secondly, in 1960 the Somerset Scout Association was upset by some bad press. I agreed to 

organise a 'training scheme' for 'cave leaders'. Altogether over fifty people must have attended such 

courses by now. I know only one of those who is now a really active caver, and he has enunciated 

the principle; "If they apply to go on a course, then that is evidence that they are not the best type". I 

have been strongly conscious that you cannot train, or make, initiative in a person. And what 

initiative training is it if the trainee is accompanied by an expert? 

 

Thirdly, over the past five years Charterhouse School, Surrey, has made regular visits to Mendip as 

an 'Adventure weekend'. On each occasion these boys, armed with their own torches, have been 

shown the entrance of Goatchurch, split into fours and told to get on with it. Out of over 100 boys 

on this type of venture there has never been anyone lost, never a bang on the head hard enough to 

raise a bump, and only once was I asked into a cave by them - to help a big built lad out of a 

squeeze. 

 

Fourthly, whilst camping in Burrington with some boys from Millfield School we visited Rods Pot. 

They knew how to handle lifelines, so when they started making visits to the bottom of the 50 ft. 

pot (climbing but held by a top rope) I went out of the cave. When they had not returned some three 

hours later I became worried, changed and walked back to Rods Pot to find them just emerging 

from the entrance. They had suffered several bad cases of 'lights out' (they were using carbide 

lamps) and had resorted to lowering lit lamps down the shaft on the lifeline. The important point is 

that they safely extracted themselves and had such a sense of achievement over this that it is still 

fixed in their memories as 'the best days caving' several years later. They had learnt to rely on 

themselves. 

 

Lastly, it is worth remembering that one of the school clubs affiliated to the Wessex, Sidcot School 

Speleological Society, is a club which is run entirely by the pupils of the school without any master 

in charge. The training of novices is based on similar lines to that outlined in this article: namely 

groups of pupils exploring caves for themselves, but under the overall control and guidance of older 

pupils at the school. The result is that since caving started at Sidcot in the 1920's, the Sidcot School 

S.S. has not been responsible for any M.R.O. call outs, and any problems that have occurred have 

been dealt with by members of the School. In addition, the Society's ex members include one of the 

founder members of the Wessex and a great many of the Club's present active cavers. 
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So, to ensure that caving continues as we know it, please first help to remove all 'false' reasons for 

caving. Let us go caving because we enjoy it and not because it will build up our characters. 

Secondly, when you meet that bunch of schoolboys with bicycle lamps in their hands, do not be 

scathing about idiots causing accidents. That group is far more likely to produce the new Ford, 

Boon, Wooding or Brooks Bros of the future than any spineless bunch of D. of  E. candidates with 

the officious certificate holder proudly leading the way. 

 

 

 
 

 

BLACK WAL MOANS 
 

Once more it's all 'appening! 

 

Tackle 

Ladders are going missing from the H.Q. Store. These are Club property - made by the few - used 

by the many, expensive both in labour and money. Please BOOK OUT and RETURN. While we 

are on the subject, I am having trouble raising labour for ladder making - 500ft. are on the stocks - 

this means hard work pin cutting, rung cutting, link cutting and assembly, it don't do itself. The jigs 

are usually on Mendip, any willing slaves contact me at the H.Q. 

 

Food Store at the H.Q. 

I am continuing to get about 10% pilferage losses. Either you can't add, forget to pay, or are just 

plain dishonest. The money involved is mine, personal like. The goods are sold at cost. I'm getting a 

bit cheesed off! 

 

Your loving Tackle Warden, 

WAL. 
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CO. CLARE IRELAND -- EASTER 1972 

 

by Aubrey Newport 

 

Experience had told me that Easter was a good time to visit O’Connor's bar and the surrounding 

caving area. Some of the people who said they wanted to come with us to Clare also said that they 

wanted to do some caving. This posed a problem because I knew that once someone became set into 

the Guinness habit nothing will get him underground. A compromise date was thus set, we would 

go to Ireland the week before the Easter drinking session began and leave just after its peak. 

 

Early in the morning of Sat. March 25th six of us left Bristol in two cars, the seventh, The Jayrat 

(Tony Jarratt), was to meet us at Fishguard in time for the ferry to Rosslaire. True to his word Mr. 

Jayrat greeted us at Fishguard harbour with a polite "Good morning gentlemen, do you take snuff?". 

He then introduced John and Michael whom he had successfully diverted from Derbyshire to 

Fishguard with promises of pints of Guinness (and pints of Guinness, and pints of Guinness,......). 

 

Thus it happened that nine would-be Guinness samplers made their way across Ireland in 2¾ cars 

and assembled at some place whose name I have forgotten. A few pints later we left Gus to his 

washing up and made our way up the lane to the cottage. The landlady was a little surprised to see 

nine of us arrive (she had expected two), however things were soon sorted out and we all managed 

to cram in. 

 

The Caving 

 

Sunday March 26th 

Tony Jayrat, John Savage, Rich Law, Titch Thompson, Jeff (Mike York's small boy), and myself 

made a good start to the holiday by doing Faunarooska. Having looked up "The Caves of N.W. 

Clare" we armed ourselves with 110ft ladder, 100ft rope and a few tethers. Finding the entrance was 

not as difficult as expected but the half mile of narrow meandering entrance passage blunted 

everyones enthusiasm. Eventually we arrived at the chamber which forms the junction of the wet 

and dry series. After a quick look at the dry way we proceeded to descend the wet route. 

 

Caves in Ireland do not have rawlbolts or iron bars to tell you where the pitches are so we started 

with a 20ft ladder hanging down a 10ft drop. This was found to unnecessary by Tony who led down 

the climbs free-climbing. After returning from the sump he said that one or two ladders might be 

useful in one place, otherwise we had wasted our time carrying down all the tackle. 

 

Monday 

After a quick look into the level of the phosphate mine upstream from Doolin Post Office Titch, 

Rich, Jeff and Tony did a fast through trip from St. Catherines to Fisherstreet Pot in the Doolin 

Cave System. (The phosphate mine level was blocked by flood water after 50ft of poor passage. 

The main shaft was apparently 150ft deep when the mine was worked but is flooded to 70ft now). 

 

Wednesday 

Tony, John and Titch did Coolagh River Cave and had quite a good trip going in Polldonough 

entrance and out of Polldonough North. 

 

Thursday 

After overnight rainfall we decided that many caves would be too dangerous. We eventually chose 

Callaun 2 as a possible trip and Morade Lynch and Jim Shannon joined Jeff, John, Tony, Titch and 

myself in the most exciting trip of the holiday. 

 

Water was pouring into the cave through almost every crack adding to the roaring stream which 

made our progress downstream swift. Tony delighted in showing us that it was easier to lay down 
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and float along the cave than to walk. Towards the end this sort of fun was abandoned in favour of 

straddling the passage at high level. I tried forcing my foot through the water to the stream bed but 

found it impossible because of the great force of water hurtling towards the final pitch and sump. 

We came out of the cave by the dry Year Passage which was low and boring. While most of us 

were in Callaun 2 Jeff and Rich went to look at the large stalactite in Pol-an-lonian. 

 

Saturday 

John, Jeff and myself to Pol-an-lonian. 

 

Sunday April 2nd 

Peggy Faughnar, "Langers", Tony, John and Jeff were forced to change their plans after finding 

about 8ft of water in the bottom of Fisherstreet Pot. Pol-an-Ionian was visited instead. 

 

The other three people who came with us and are not mentioned in the caving reports were:- Pete, 

the fisherman; Michael, the fire hugger; and Mike, chief Cook/Guinness sampler. 

 

Many activities were restricted by the bad weather and high winds. We did manage to do some 

walking, flying (unintended and dangerously close to the cliff edge), diving in very low vis. and of 

course drinking. We found no problems of unfriendly natives (in fact exactly the opposite - ask 

Tony and John! 

 

 

The Cost per Person 

 

Cottage (milk gas electric included) 

Ferry return each 

Ferry share of car 

Petrol oil etc. 

Food etc. 

 

 

Add incidentals (Guinness etc.) 

£2.00 

5.60 

6.35 

3.30 

3.00 

 

Total    20.25 

25.00 

 

 

It is hoped to make a return trip later in the summer - anyone interested please let me know. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

 

17-4-72 

 

The Editor, Wessex Cave Club Journal. 

 

Dear Richard, 

 

I am sorry to report that it would seem that the good sense and, indeed, the honesty of some cavers 

going down Swildon's Hole is going from bad to worse and I think the members of the Club may be 

interested to have an account of two recent incidents. 

 

On April 4 a student from Birmingham University, together with a friend from Oxford University, 

did the "troubles" round trip and on returning to the 20-ft. drop found their ladder missing. 

Unfortunately, their climbing abilities were not up to climbing the drop and, indeed, I think it was 

good sense on their part that they did not try to do so as if they had fallen they would have had no 

means of raising the alarm. 

 

In due course they were reported as overdue and the Mendip Rescue Organisation turned out to find 

them and discovered that their ladder had been left rolled up at the head of the drop and obviously 

some other party had used their own ladder on the drop and on returning had failed to replace the 

other ladder. Just how stupid can people be! If any of your readers should know who these clots 

were or, indeed, if they themselves should happen to read this letter, I think my observation is that 

they are not intelligent enough to go underground! 

 

As if this was not enough, four days' later one of Tom Elkin’s parties from the Charterhouse Field 

Studies and Out-door Activity Centre (owned by the Somerset Education Committee) also returned 

from a trip down the cave to find their ladder missing from the 20-ft. drop. In this case, howevet, 

one of them was able to climb the drop and found a ladder which was not their own, coiled up at the 

top of the drop. This was used to get the party up and it was then noticed that their own karabiners 

had been attached to the ladder but that the ladder was not only not their own but also was in a 

highly dangerous state as some of the wire strands were almost seveted. One can only conclude that 

some despicable blighters had exchanged their own unsafe ladder for the well maintained 

Charterhouse party's ladder. 

 

It grieves me that thete should be amongst our midst such dishonest and stupid people. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

C. Howard Kenney. 

2-4-72 

 

Editor, Journal of the W.C.C., 

 

There has been a slip in Recollections of Sump 1, Swildons Hole, by my good friend "Digger" 

Harris appearing in Issue 139,  which lest it be perpetuated, should be corrected, I know it seemed 

like Wednesday, or even perhaps the Wednesday week, but in fact we came out on Tuesday 

morning (37 hours according to my scribbling’s at the time). 

 

I have been unable to check the Editor's references, alas! No. 120 is among the missing from my 

pile of Journals, but assume that if the point was mentioned it was correctly recorded. I do notice, 

however, a photograph attributed to me (possibly by omission of a comma?) for which I cannot take 

ctedit, but I would like to know who took it. 

Graham Balcombe 
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Ed. Graham is correct: The 3rd reference mentioned in Journal 139 gives Tuesday. The Wessex are 

short of commas as he guessed; the photo was in fact taken by Frank Frost (my apologies). 

 

Paul Blundell writes from Port Vila, New Hebrides, S.W. Pacific. 

 

This group of 200 islands form a chain 1600 miles long. He has visited all the major ones and has 

found only small caves inland. There are several large sea caves - one of them being in Bawnapne 

Bay on the island of Pentecost. 

 

The inland caves are on the island of Effete, the largest in the group, where Port Vila is the 

territorial capital. They average 40 yards in length and always run at a level into the face of the 

rock. The formations are small and grey, and the rock is made up of very old coral, which is cream 

in colour. 

 

The last act of cannibalism occurred only ten years ago - so all the bones and skulls that he found in 

the caves were left undisturbed! 

 

"Will be returning for good to Mendip or Bristol in September 1972". 

 

Yours under the World, 

 

Paul Blundell. 

 

3-5-72 

 

Dear Richard, 

 

I believe Oliver Wells was very interested in the Swildons II Muddy Sump site during the 50's 

before Vicarage Passage had been discovered. He attempted to bail the sump, which is static except 

in very wet weather, but didn't have much success. He also noted the sump was not diveable 

because it was too tight. 

 

I had a look at the sump in January without diving equipment and found it quite roomy, perhaps the 

'68 flood scoured it out. I dived it with Martin Webster a could of months later but ran out of line 

after about 25ft - we hadn't any proper line with us since we had intended to go to XII that day and 

only changed our minds in II. 

 

A fortnight later, on 25th March, we had another go, this time with more line. I dived as far as 

before and found a squeeze which gave access to an airbell at right angles to the sump. The airbell 

was about twelve feet long with a maximum height of about 4ft. with the water approximately 5ft. 

deep. 

 

The sump continued at the other end of the airbell and was dived about 20-30ft. It was just below 

the surface and I saw a couple of small air surfaces on the way. The sump continued but was not 

pushed because it was rather tight and very unpleasant because of all the soft mud about. 

 

Although there's a large amount of water there, it might be possible to break the sump with a good 

pump. The depth to the airbell was about 5ft. but once that is reached the passage beyond should be 

exposed. The sump is under Vicarage Passage and is probably connected to the N.W. Stream 

Passage hydrology. Although it is hardly likely to yield thousands of feet of new passage it is of 

interest. 

Yours truly, 

 

Peter. 
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MENDIP NOTES 
 

by Grottomeare 

 

Cave Conservation 

The following gem comes from a member who desires anonymity 

 

Young caver: 

 

Old caver: 

Young caver: 

Old caver: 

"You remember that big stal column you showed us, when we went 

down Swildon's together?" 

"Yes" 

"Well, I've never been able to find it since" 

"That's why it is still there!" 

 

 

Wells Museum 

The new resident curator is Mr. Norman Cook, B.A., F.S.A., F.M.A., Director (retired) of the 

Guildhall Museum, London and Director of the London Museum. Dr. F.S. Wallis has been 

appointed Hon. Curator Emeritus and will continue to be at the Museum on Mondays, Wednesdays 

and Fridays from about 10 a.m. until 3.30. 

 

Swildons Hole 

The letter from Howard in the "Letters" section leads me to one conclusion. There should be fixed 

tackle on the 20'. As one approaches it from the entrance of the cave a steeply inclined route bears 

off to the right. It should be possible to fix a chain here, giving access to a ledge at a lower level. 

From this ledge a good idea would be to fix a series of rungs leading down to the passage at the 

bottom of the drop. 

 

However, before any members who joined the Club since September 1964 think that this should be 

done I recommend them to read Journal No. 97 page 142. Sept 64. In any event, before starting 

work on this project I beg, suggest, recommend, advise, order them to get in touch with the Hon. 

Sec. to see if he thinks it advisable. 

 

P.S. Don't time fly? 

 

Calling all Abseilers 

A Club trip was made to the Little Garth Iron Mine in September 1938. The "blurb" says .... the 

Mine is situated near the village of Taffs Well, six miles from Cardiff. This mine, which is a pit 

some 600ft deep and 100ft wide and open to the sky, is probably the most spectacular hole in the 

country .... 

 

Taffs Well is on the A 470 Cardiff to Pontypridd at ST123833 but the 1952 edition of the 1" map 

doesn't show the hole. Has it been used by a local RDC as a dump? 

 

Map references 

For those of you who dislike using the National Grid I offer the following:- 

 

Cross Swallet has a 1" O.S. Map reference of square J (LO) 8 (7) on the Weston-S-Mare Special 

Edition. The reference on the 6" O.S. map is the little square field ¾" North of the word 

"EARTHWORK" in the centre of Sheet XXVII S.E. SOMERSET. 

 

Circular No. 40. December 1938. Wessex. 

 

A connection between Fairy Cave and Hilliers Cave 

Congratulations to the Cerberus for opening a connection between these two caves. The first trip 
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through was on March 19th. Let's back-track a bit for a few years, and recall the initial discovery of 

Hilliers, its temporary closure and the more recent events that have occurred there. 

 

In Journal No. 51. June 1955 there is an article 'Hilliers Cave -- an interim report' by Denis 

Warburton, and there is also a survey of the two caves. Denis says:- "The final passage of Fairy 

Cave may connect with the Upper Grotto in Hilliers, as there is no great distance separating them". 

Later - "The final point of interest in Fairy Cave is the existence of a really ferocious draught in a 

squeeze near the end of the cave"...."This air current is one of the more encouraging signs towards 

further progress in extending the system". 

 

In Journal No. 83, February 1962 Phil Davies wrote 'Fairy quarry cave system'. He said that on 18th 

March 56 a synchronised attempt was made by two Wessex parties to establish an aural connection 

between the two caves - but no sound was heard. Denis, in a footnote, said that Hilliers lay some 

50ft away from and 5ft lower than the end of Fairy Cave. 

 

Journal No. 100. March 1965 records that Hilliers entrance is now almost blocked by sludge waste 

from the quarry dust extraction plant. 

 

Coming to the present - a concentrated effort by Cerberus, ending 2½ years work, culminated in 

what appears to be a desperate bang of several lbs. It blew the bottom out of the floor in their Fairy 

dig. The hole - very muddy - led to a streamway after some 50ft - probably part of the Hilliers 

system. A strong draught was also noted coming from the dig at the top of the hole. 

 

Rubble was cleared to reveal a chamber 10ft long. The stal floor at its entrance was banged and the 

low chamber was entered on March 12th. A way on could be seen over some stal formed on mud. 

On March 19th a party of five finally crawled through into the Upper Grotto of Hilliers. Going 

upstream the way is very muddy and there are some fine examples of mud layering and channel 

cutting. Going downstream the 2nd Boulder Choke is quite clean, and in fact Cambridge Grotto and 

beyond is in very good condition. Remember that access is controlled by Cerberus, who issue 

permits to enter all the quarry caves. 

 

Round Trips and Through Trips 

Have you ever done a Round Trip in Swildons? - Say via Paradise Regained, the Troubles and 

Sump 1. You know what happens - once through the Mud Sump you can kick a bit of mud into 

make it more entertaining for the next person - safe in the knowledge that you don't have to go back 

that way. 

 

What about a Through Trip? - If you are lucky when going through Porth-yr-Ogof you may find 

that you can do a bit of bird-watching when you leave the lower entrance - all caving forgotten. 

Even more delightful - for I am getting old - the Through trip from Cwm Dwr to OFD II means that 

the long crawl need only be done once. 

 

But what happens in Fairy/Hilliers? Is it a Round/Through trip or a Through/Round trip? There 

were howls of dismay from members of a recent party when they realised that the way in is also the 

way out. Should we use the term 'Thround' or 'Rough'? the latter seems appropriate. 

 

Manor Farm Swallet 

Plenipotentiaries from UBSS and NASA met recently, and we hope to hear soon that work will start 

again at this site. 

 

Zoo Swallet (or Double-back Swallet) 

This is still being worked by NASA/Cerberus, and debris can now be pushed down a steep slope (to 

be pulled out again later?). 
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On Going Foreign 

It is normal Wessex policy not to quote from other Club Journals, but as more and more people visit 

Ogof Ffynnon Ddu I have asked the South Wales Caving Club Committee for permission to 

abstract the following notes, from their Club Newsletter No. 71 April 1972, which they have kindly 

given. 

 

Members may know that access to Cwm Dwr and to Top Entrance of Ogof Ffynnon Ddu is 

controlled by the SWCC. The standard practice is to write up the names of the party, together with 

the expected time out, and to leave this list on the 'Caving Board'. 

 

On August 14th 1971 a party became 1½ hours overdue, Cwm Dwr to Top Entrance. The initial 

search was negative and six other parties were organized. The original party were lost by the 

Maypole. 

On September 4th a party was overdue by 2 hrs but returned just in time to prevent a search party 

setting out. O.F.D. 1 to Cwm Dwr. 

On December 12th another party from Cwm Dwr to Top Entrance became overdue due to tiredness 

and poor lights. A standby was called and search party was used. Two other parties also caused 

anxiety by being overdue. 

 

Taking a copy of the survey underground is entertaining as well as being instructive, and it does 

reduce the risk of a "search" being instigated. 

 

"The Committee seriously advises cavers not to go through the Boulder Choke from Cwm Dwr 

Jama to Ogof Ffynnon Ddu II as it appears to be in a dangerous condition following major rock 

movements in the area". 

 

FROM THE LOG 

 

25th February 1972 CUCKOO CLEEVES 

Aubrey Newport, T. Faulkner, P. Hall looked around most of the cave and did a fair bit of digging 

at the end. 

 

26th February 1972 SWILDONS HOLE 

Graham Phippen, Jim (BEC) and Pete Moody. Having heard that the ‘U’ tube from Oxford 

Chamber to Shatter Chamber had sumped up again I decided to pay it a visit. The water was about 

2" above the roof of the 'U' bend but the dive through was very unpleasant. After a couple of feet 

you have committed yourself to getting through because it is too tight to back out again. Once we 

were all through we visited all of Shatter Series. When we returned to Shatter Passage we bailed the 

'U' tube for ¾ hr then got so cold we came out having established an air space of about 4". The 

water is still seeping down the mud slides so the ‘U’ tube is certain to sump again in a few weeks. 

The only long term solution appears to be to dig in the floor of the bend in the hope that the mud 

and stones can be loosened sufficiently to allow the water to drain away. 

P.M. 

27th February 1972 SWILDONS HOLE 

John Parker, Pete Moody. Pushed squeeze which stopped progress last time in Sump 12 but 

unfortunately the passage instead of rising as expected corkscrewed down another 6ft to a total 

depth of around 50ft. Although the current was still detectable we couldn't find the way on. Banged 

underwater squeeze before coming out. 

P.M. 

April 1972 CUCKOO CLEEVES 

Brian Woodward, P.H., R.R., S.S., Alan Mills, Pete Moody. Banged the bypass to the bypass with 

more success. The corner has now been removed to a large heap of gravel to be removed next 

weekend. SLURP squeeze known as such because of the vast quantity of mud that lurks in the 

region and the fact that the bang fumes are slurpt around the corner at vast speed, making it possible 
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to re-enter 15 mins after banging to dig.  A.M. 

 

8th April 1972 SWILDONS HOLE 

John Parker, Pete Moody accompanied by Jeff Phillips who was taking Norman Carter (Cwmbran 

CC) on a training dive to VII. John dived 12 passing the very tight squeeze and found a passage 

leading upwards which we missed before. It went for about 20ft very constricted and it appeared 

that the current had been local. (Very good current in squeeze) I dived through squeeze to line reel 

but noticed nothing. The bang in Sump 12 on 27th Feb had removed chert nodules from the squeeze 

but it was still very constricted. On way back noticed large aven over Sump 11. 

P.M. 

 

9th April 1972 CUCKOO CLEEVES 

Brian Woodward, Pete Moody. Visited Mark I dig and removed lump hammer to Mark II dig. 

Corner beyond Slurp Squeeze had been completely demolished. A lot of rock was removed but a 

large heap of small stones and gravel remains. Yet more of the corner can be removed with a 

browbar. Beyond the corner three rocks have slipped down and are blocking the way on. Should be 

possible to remove with small bang. Small stream can be heard from beyond final bend. Might be 

worth doing a smoke test to make sure it isn't linked up with tributary before Mark I dig. 

 

15th April 1972 CUCKOO CLEEVES 

Aubrey Newport, Alan Mills, Pete Moody, C.G. This very fine dig has now progressed beyond 

Slurp Squeeze. A charge of 2lbs was fired with much success. As the left hand wall has now 

disintegrated to removable rocks the passage can now be seen with much ease beyond the last bang 

for approx. 8ft. The passage opens up into what appears to be a cavern where running water can be 

heard. I have no doubt that we are on to something what with the howling wind coming out of the 

new passage. 

A.M. 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

REVIEW 

 

Roman Mine, Draethen, Glamorganshire by N.W. & J.P. Tuck 

 

B.E.C. Caving Report No. 15 price 60p from D. Irwin, The Belfry, Wells Road, Priddy, Wells, 

Somerset. 

 

This 50 page publication is in the standard quarto format of the earlier B.E.C. Caving Reports and is 

produced by offset litho. It is well illustrated with diagrams, maps, some photographs and a fold-out 

survey. 

 

The publication covers the discovery, geology and the historical background. The material is 

comprehensive and well laid out and should appeal to a wide range of interests. 

 

Worth buying, borrowing or you know what if you are interested in mining in general, lead mines in 

particular or if, like myself you are simply interested in underground exploration, not forgetting also 

the historians for whom caving has produced yet another link with the past. 

A.P. 
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FROM THE HILLGROVE AND EASTWATER LOGS 

 

16th November 1963 ST. CUTHBERTS 

 

J. Cornwell Esq led Nick Hart and Bob Gannicott down St. Cuthberts to September Series. John 

went off on his own and claims to have found a chamber in the Boulder Ruckle from which there 

was no easy exit. Bob and I went to the top of the chambers, had a look up some of the holes in the 

roof. If either of us had been a climber we should have found some new cave but neither of us are 

so we found no new cave. We had a look at Soapflakes Pools pronounced it VE (very enchanting), 

met John in High Chamber and left for the Hunters which was crowded as usual. 

 

24th November 1963 HYWELS HOLE 

 

Dave, George and friend spent most of the day fixing entrance lid to Hywels Hole (Lamb Bottom) 

encouraged by Phil Davies and John Cornwell. The party later assisted the local farmer to remove 

boulders in a field, they had been causing obstruction to farm implements etc etc. 

 

18th December 1963 SANDFORD HILL 

 

Tim Atkinson and three Sidcot plus Andrew Parfitt to Sandford Hill and did work at the Saville 

Row group of shafts on the north side of the hill in Lynchcombe Wood. Shaft 120, the most 

westerly of the shafts was descended, and pronounced to be only 100ft deep. There are two 

crossroads at -30ft and -85ft approx. leading to passages 40ft and 60ft long. The shaft is of rift form 

with the two sloping walls solid and aligned along the galena vein represented by the Saville Row 

line of shafts. The other two walls were of loose muddy material. The choke at the bottom could 

well be dug, as stal on the walls runs continuously below it. When the shaft was first explored by 

Sidcot School Speleological Society (1938) it was thought to be 120ft deep, hence the name. This 

error was probably due to an assumption that 9" spaced rungs were spaced 1ft. apart. 

 

21st December 1963 ST. CUTHBERTS 

 

Phil Davies (sec), Bob Gannicott (lad) and Nick Hart (good chap) went down Cuthberts with 24' 

maypole intent on discovery. We erected the maypole at Katmanjunga (sic) to explore the passage 

from where the water drips into the jam jar. We found about 500ft of passage against the main 

bedding roof of Quarry Corner and Boulder Chamber bringing us into Long Chamber Extension. 

Another round trip in Cuthberts as yet unnamed. N J H 

 

21st December 1963 BALCH GAVE 

 

M. Thompson, S.G.W. Roberts and J. Cornwell to Balch Cave for a second dive in the downstream 

sump. The duck prior to the sump had silted badly and proved difficult however. M.T. diving on a 

line from a base this side of Sump 1. He entered the Bell Chamber and proceeded to a point approx. 

15' - 20' into Sump 2 where the passage became too tight (plenty of height but little width). Small 

air spaces were encountered. The constriction appeared to be short and the diver fancied he could 

feel the passage widening, perhaps feasible for rubber bone Boon!.. but seems to be little point in 

pushing it further since the stream is almost certainly the same as is encountered in Plummers Hole 

and again in Ducks Pot. P.D. from an account by J.Cornwell. 

 

31st December 1963 AUGUST HOLE 

 

Tim Atkinson, Tim Phillips, William Fox working in August Hole. Discovered possible dig in roof 

opposite Stream Gallery Entrance. 8 hrs. 
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1st January 1964 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

Tim Atkinson, Tim Phillips, William Fox went (i.e. proceeded at low velocity) to Sidcot Passage. 

Proved to everybody's satisfaction that entrance crawl should only be negotiated by thin men 

(relative to Pointing) on their fronts. Dug at choke for 5 hrs and supped well. Came out again and 

caroused at Washing Pot. Carbide in Barnes Loop deplorable. In Wet Way spectacularly lost 

remaining carbide reserve, no damage done. 9 hrs. P.S. Very slow due to other parties. 

 

2nd January 1964 AUGUST HOLE 

 

William Fox, Tim Atkinson went (i.e. proceeded at High velocity) to August Hole where did work 

excavating in Upstream Series. 4 hrs. 

 

4th January 1964 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

Tim Reynolds, Bob Gannicott and Nick Hart to Shatter Passage overhang dig and dug. Joined later 

by Dave and Steve Causer and Steve W. Roberts. Had big bang and left. Some sods had taken the 

ladders out but Steve W.R. (GENT) climbed the 40' and brought back a ladder. Missed the pub! 

 

21st January 1964 ST. CUTHBERTS 

 

P.M. Giles, Steve W. Roberts, F. Davies (Shepton) and Wally (?) (guest) to September Series with 

16ft of maypole. Aven above Nelsons Column entered by Steve and Fred and pot scaled for 20ft. 

Prospects of further exploration fair with further engineering in the near future. Aven, or pot as it 

surely must be, estimated to be at least 65ft high. P.M.G. 

 

25th January 1964 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

R. Gannicott, N. Hart, T. Reynolds to Shatter Passage. 2½ hrs digging - mainly clearing out passage 

so that it is easier to work at the far end. The bang earlier in the month has been very successful - 

two 2" holes off into the face and all the surrounding mud broken up. But the air was very foul at 

the bottom. Then moved out via Double Trouble. Both the troubles being dry. A quick trip to Sump 

2 and then back to Sump 1. In Creep 1 a small plant was discovered on the left hand side facing 

downstream. A wall was built round it to protect it. Surfaced about 11.0 p.m. 

 

2nd February 1964 CHEDDAR 

 

Club trip to Cheddar. M. Hewins, T. Hall, O.C. 2 (Wells), Dave Hobbs (UBSS), Attie + 2 guests. P. 

Smith + 1 guest. T. Reynolds. Non show cave portions of Goughs visited. The party then repaired 

for refreshment to the Cliff. Then Old Goughs and Long Hole were visited. In Long Hole by 

traversing back over the climb up into the chamber, after a bit of digging a passage was entered by 

T. Reynolds and Dave Hobbs. This passage, previously not entered, ran along the dip in roughly the 

same direction as the entrance passage. The passage off to the left was too tight but a draught was 

felt and the passage continued beyond. All the other passages were too tight. The party split up and 

had a go in Great Oones while Attie visited Pride Evans Hole. 

 

8th February 1964 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

D.J. Causer, P. Davies, P.M. Giles and S. Causer continued work at our dig under the overhang in 

Shatter Passage. Three 3ft shot holes were drilled in the floor of the dig and filled with explosive 

and fired. The object was not to progress further inwards but to give us more room to work in next 

time. We hope to return next week to inspect the damage. P.M.G. 
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9th February 1964 ST. CUTHBERTS 

 

S.W. Roberts, N. Hart and P.M. Giles took 3 further lengths of maypole to the scene of operations 

21.1.64 in Trafalgar Chamber, September Series, and added it to the 4 sections already there. Thus 

we had 28ft altogether but this was rather too much and so we reduced this to 20ft. First Nick was 

stationed on the small ledge at the bottom on the aven. He then pulled up the maypole so that the 

end was near another ledge and steadied the pole while Steve climbed to this next point. Steve then 

pulled up the maypole and fixed it in position for a third leg. He then climbed up the ladder and as 

the aven became less of an incline free climbed the last 35ft. Regrettably the aven closed down 

except for a short passage which is too tight to follow but along which a very small chamber was 

seen. The maypole was brought out of the cave. After the trip we looked at the extended section of 

the cave and guesstimated that the top of the aven (85ft to the point Steve reached) was in the 100ft 

region from the surface (entrance level). The Club piton "peg" was taken down but not used, 

however. P.M.G. 

 

15th February 1964 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

Giles and Hart (intrepid) went to Causers Shatter dig and cleaned up the streamway of carbide 

deposits en route. Dug for about three hours cleaning up the mess from last week. We must have 

cleaned out about ¾ ton of sand and clay (heroes). This is now a 3 man dig in length and working 

power. More bang next time. P.S. SHATTER MATTERS. N.J.H.. 

 

22nd February 1964 LONG HOLE 

 

P. Davies and T. Reynolds to Cheddar. After changing and climbing the hairy v. diff. ascent to 

Long Hole we were greeted by a T. Atkinson. The climb over the boulder was speedily reached and 

the extension entered on Feb 2nd was re-entered. The entrance squeeze was enlarged and all the 

digging tools carted to the squeeze. This was attacked and after about ½ hr was passed and new 

passage was entered. This descended steeply into a squeeze into a pool of water. T. Reynolds, who 

was wearing a wet suit, thrutched about for about an hour and enlarged the squeeze until he could 

enter the pool. We then slid through a duck into a vile muddy pool of water with no apparent way 

on. However, after a little examination a three inch diameter hole, under water, was found leading 

off. This too had too solid sides to enlarge. Meanwhile P. Davies had been doing grand work 

enlarging the squeeze further. T. Reynolds then gave up the prospects and thrutched out of the pool. 

The party then returned to the surface carrying out a Grade 2 survey using T. Atkinsons compass for 

bearings and P. Davies as a standard 6ft yard stick. 

 

29th February 1964 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

Shatter Passage. D. Causer, S. Causer, P.M. Giles and N. Hart went to dig again. Progressed well in 

dig under overhang and laid and fired two shot holes. Also blasted lip of pool in O.C.L. Bat Hole 

dig to try to eliminate pool. This obliges him to dig at our dig. Well, this is the way we see it. 

N.J.H. 

7th March 1964 LONGWOOD 

 

Nick Hart, Jim Giles and Tony Meadon assisted Prof Tratman and various speleos in the 

construction of the blockhouse over the entrance. Most of the concrete foundation was laid and 

about half of the breeze blocks shifted. 

 

8th March 1964 SWILDONS HOLE 

 

Giles, Hart, Gannicott and Davies to Shatter Passage to clear some of the debris following the 

efforts of Feb 29th. Forward progress was somewhat deterred by the presence of unexploded gel in 

the working face. The bang in O.C.L's Bat Hole dig seems to have dried the place up, but this might 
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be due to dry weather rather than improved drainage, probably further lowering of the sill will be 

necessary to keep the pools clear in wet weather. P.D. 

 

19th April 1964 ST. CUTHBERTS 
 

Nick Hart, John Cornwell, Steve Causer, Tony Meadon and Bob Waddon carried 24ft maypole to 

High Chamber. Erected maypole (plus BEC maypole) and climbed to ledge above cave pearls. Nick 

found 200ft passage, very pretty, very hairy. 

N.J.H. 

2nd May 1964 SWILDONS HOLE 
 

Atkinson (Atkinswine), Gannicott, Giles and Hart dashed down to the Black Hole with n lbs of 

food. Hart and Gannicott had a look at a passage by traversing across top of B.H. This passage 

petered out after a few feet and had been entered before by one or two peoples. It ended in a tight 

rift with scalloping coming out towards the B.H. We crossed and went to the dig in Second 

Boulder Choke and dug for a couple of hours. Gannicott (fool!) burnt some bang wire and stunk us 

out. We left in haste and ate for ½ hr. This dig is 50ft shorter than when it was first entered. In 20 

years time Swildons will only be 500ft long at this rate of digging. N.J.H. 

 

4th July 1964 ST. CUTHBERTS 
 

P.M. Giles, C. Pickstone, R. Lascelles took 22ft of maypole from High Chamber down to Lane 

Chamber to investigate an aven. This aven had been noted before but no attempt made to climb it. 

From the bottom a horizontal passage appeared to go off at the 50ft level. The maypole was 

assembled and used to reach a stal ledge which forms a false roof to the lake. From here a large 

flake about 12ft further up and to the right was lassoed and a ladder rigged. This gave access to a 

second smaller ledge. From here another piece of smart lassoing, this time fishing for a short stump 

stalagmite below and to the right of the next ledge, allowed us to reach the horizontal passage 

leading off which we had observed from below. As expected this passage closed down after a 

promising start after 10ft. Above the aven closed in to an impossible squeeze. From the second 

ledge it was possible to observe the top of another passage leading off at the 45ft level around to the 

right and this too closed down to an impossible squeeze. From the first ledge the maypole was used 

to enter a third solution tube in the wall behind us i.e. on the other wall of the aven. This ascended 

vertically for about 8ft, turned left and clamped down to nothing after a further 10ft. A good 

afternoons entertainment and three more questions answered. P.M G 

 

29th July 1964 SWILDONS HOLE 
 

T. Atkinson, A. Rigoud (Speleo Francais) and T. Phillips (arrived yesterday) went to Sidcot Dig and 

wete dutifully surprised by the palatial dimensions there achieved by W. Stanton and others. 

Proceeded to remove 56 more bucketfuls. Next task is to extract large stone, probably embedded in 

the mud floor. T. Phillips was wearing his new wet suit for 1st time. Formidable 7 hrs. 

 

1st August 1964 SWILDONS HOLE 
 

W. Stanton, H. Kenney, D. Thomson, T. Reynolds, A. Rigoud, T. Phillips, T. Atkinson to Sidcot 

Dig. 232 buckets removed. That is, 42 from the bottom of the dig and 190 from the top, where we 

are enlarging the trench to see whether the passage leading on and down is heading in the direction 

in which we think it is. The trip lasted 6-7 hrs. 

 

2nd August 1964 SWILDONS HOLE 
 

M. Holland, L. Holland, T. Phillips, T. Atkinson to Sidcot Dig. 262 buckets removed!! Mendip 

digging record claimed. Lack of oxygen and proximity of closing time prevented any further dizzy 

heights from being achieved. Just made it to Hunters in time. 


