
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 



 

 

WESSEX CAVE CLUB 

 

Journal No. 92, Vol. 7. November 1963 

 

CLUB NEWS 

 

Committee Appointments 

The Committee held their first meeting of the present Club year on November 3rd, when the 

following appointments were made:- 

Hut Warden - George Pointing 

Asst. Hut Warden - Nick Hart 

Editor - Chris Hawkes 

Librarian - Jim Hanwell 

Hut Bookings - Peter Riches 

Journal Production - Nick Hart 

Activities Secretary - Rodney Hobbis 

All posts, with the exception of Hut Bookings and Activities Secretary (newly created) are filled 

by the same members as last year; the duties of the Activities Secretary have not yet been fully 

defined, but for a start Rodney will be responsible for arranging details and finding leaders for 

all Club Meets. Members should contact him with suggestions for meets, offers of help with 

leading parties and for general information regarding Club Events. 

 

Hut Bookings 

The general system remains unchanged. Bookings can be made by post with the Hut Bookings 

Officer, or can be made direct in the Diary provided at Hillgrove. As from January 1st 1964 all 

postal or telephone bookings will be dealt with by Peter Riches, The Priory Flat, Chewton 

Mendip, Bath, Somerset. Telephone: Chewton Mendip 357. Eb Hanwell has kindly consented to 

continue to operate bookings until Peter takes over in the new year. 

 

New Members 

We welcome the following new members to the Club. 

Elected 6.10.63: K. Abbey, 15 Gypsy Patch Lane, Little Stoke, Bristol. 

I.A. Appleyard, "Milestones”, 19 Park Lane, Bath. 

J.J. Bond, 8 Wilton Quarters, Nr. Liss, Hants. 

Mrs. K.J.E. Causer (Joint), 7 New St., Wells, Som. 

R. Cleaver, 58 Malvern Road, St. George, Bristol 5. 

K.E. Jerome, "Oban", Kipling Avenue, Bath. 

G. Moore, 19 Daniel Street, Bathwick, Bath. 

Elected 2.11.63: P.R. Cousins, 3 Kinver Road, Sydenham, London S.E.26. 

C.J. Waplington, "Greystone Cott.", 9 Middle St., Montacute, Som. 

 

Fairy Cave Quarry 

Thanks are due to the Cerberus Speleological Society, who have made access to caves in Fairy 

Cave Quarry rather easier. The Cerberus have named ten Wessex members whom they are 

prepared to recognise as leaders for these caves. 
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They are:- M.J. Baker, D.C. Berry, P. Davies, D.C. Ford, J.D. Hanwell, B.E. Prewer, G.H. 

Pointing, A.J. Surrall, M.M. Thompson, and D. Warburton. Members wishing to visit the caves 

in this area must either wait for a Club Meet to be organised or bully one of the above-named 

leaders into taking them down. In all cases Mr. Garlick (the Quarry Manager) will require 48 

hours notice of pending trips and his decision regarding access is final (it will be appreciated 

that in a working quarry the caves become closed from time to time). 

 

Subscriptions 

The Hon. Treasurer is looking forward to receiving subscriptions for 1963/64 which are now 

due. 

Full membership 13/- Joint membership 17/6 Affiliation dues 3/9 per member. 

Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to "Wessex Cave Club" and forwarded to:- 

Mrs. B.M. Willis, 3 Derwent Lodge, St. Philip's Avenue, Worcester Park, Surrey. 

 

Membership Cards 

Folded cards 7" x 3" will be available shortly from the Treasurer for members who would like 

them, cost l/- each. They will not be valid unless accompanied by a receipt for the current year. 

Further notification will be given when stocks have actually been received. 

 

Survey Scheme 

In addition to those listed in the last Journal, the following surveys are now available. Prices 

include postage. 

St. Cuthberts Swallet Section 3s. 3d. 

Goatchurch Cavern 3s. 3d. 

Cooper's Hole, Cheddar 3s. 3d. 

The scheme is now being handled by Tim Reynolds, Yew Court. Pangbourne, Berks., to whom 

all enquiries and orders should be addressed. 

 

Club Trip Abroad 

Arrangements are now in hand for the Club trip abroad for 1964. The trip will be to Co. Clare, 

Eire, and will be for two weeks commencing 13th June or 6th June depending upon the 

availability of bookings on the car ferry. There will be ample scope for "intensive" or "tourist" 

caving as members desire. Transport will be mainly be communal vehicles and it is hoped that 

most members will wish to camp. The over-all cost, including return fare, food and fees, but 

excluding spending money, should not exceed £25. 

 

Members who returned the questionnaire recently sent to them will be contacted individually. If 

any members who did not return the questionnaire are interested they should contact Mr. A. 

Rigg, 9 Catherine Street, Frome, Som., in order that they may be covered by the arrangements. 

Definite bookings are now required and a deposit of £3. will shortly be requested. 

 

Club Meets 

Please note that the leader of all caving meets should be contacted in advance by all who intend 

joining the party. 
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CLUB MEETS 

 

4th January G.B. Cave. Meet at the cave 3.0 p.m. Leader; Roy Staynings. N.B. All those 

wishing to go on this trip must have C.C.C. Permits. 

Names to R.J.Staynings, 8 Fanshawe Road, Hengrove, Bristol 4. 

 

18th January Lamb Leer. Meet at the quarry 3.0 p.m. Leader: Nick Hart, 80 Ridgeway Road, 

Long Ashton, Bristol. 

 

2nd February Cheddar. A tour of some of the not so well known caves in the Gorge. Meet at the 

Cave Man Restaurant, 10.0 a.m. 

Leader: Tim Reynolds, Yew Court, Pangbourne, Berks. 

 

 

U.B.S.S. SESSIONAL MEETINGS 

A cordial invitation is extended to all Wessex members. The following meetings will be held on 

Mondays at 8.13 p.m. in the Geography Lecture Theatre, University of Bristol, entrance in 

University Road. 

 

13th January Film Evening. “Arnhem Land," "Caribou Hunters", "Long House People" "Prairie" 

(subject to availability of films). 

 

27th January "The Antiquities of Lansdown, Bath" John Gardner M.A. F.S.A. 

 

17th February "The Pyrenees Expedition, U.B.S.S." F.H. Nicholson B.Sc. 

 

The following Informal Meetings will be held in the Society's Rooms on Thursdays at 8.15 p.m. 

 

"Archaeology for Beginners" Dr. E.K. Tratman - 12th December, 23rd January, 30th January 

and 6th February. 

 

 

Hon. Secretary: P. Davies, "Morley", Silver St., Nailsea, Bristol. 

Phone: Nailsea 9. 

Hon. Asst. Secretary: D.J. Causer. 

Hon. Treasurer: Mrs. B.M. Willis, 3 Derwent Lodge, St. Philip's Avenue, Worcester Park, 

Surrey. 

Editor: C.J. Hawkes, 147 Evington Lane, Leicester. 

Hut Booking: Until Dec.31sts E.R. Hanwell, 8 HooperAve, Wells, Somerset. 

From Jan. lsts P.N. Riches, The Priory Flat, Chewton Mendip, Bath, Somerset. 

Phone: Ch. Mendip 357. 

Activities Secretary: C.R. Hobbis, Warren Lodge, Long Ashton, Bristol. 

Phone: Long Ashton 2127. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

SATURDAY 19TH OCTOBER 1963 

PRIDDY HALL 

About 70 were present when at 3.44 p.m. the Chair was taken by the President, F. Frost, who 

welcomed members to the meeting and said he would repeat what he said last year, that this was 

an opportunity for ordinary members to have their say and to give encouragement to those who 

did not have an opportunity to put forward their views except at the A.G.M. He thought that in 

spite of this he might have to call on a few of the regular stalwarts. He thought the Club was 

growing too rapidly, but there was an item later in the agenda which would deal with this point. 

 

 

Apologies for absence were read. 

The minutes of the previous meeting had been circulated and were taken as read. Their adoption 

was proposed by L. Devenish and seconded by D. Thomson. 

 

Secretary's report. This had also been circulated and was taken as read. 

The President: Each year they had to report the death of somebody. This year it was very sad as 

it was a young man. The fund for Jack Waddon's widow had reached nearly £700. which was a 

credit to the caving fraternity. Jack had been interested in caving even as a 16 year old student at 

Taunton School, and he thought that perhaps he knew him better than anyone else. He also felt 

the death of Mike Glenister keenly. 

J. Hanwell: Was asked to speak on the matter of a lease or purchasing the land on which 

Hillgrove stood. He said they had been in contact with Mr. White, the landlord, who would not 

consider selling the land, but was in agreement with them having a longer lease. Mr. White 

wished to discuss this with Mr. Sealy. J. Hanwell was of the opinion that Mr. Sealy was on the 

side of the Club, and they hoped to be able to get a longer lease shortly. 

President: They had had the same trouble in the beginning when negotiating for the site, they 

also found Mr. White 'very cagey' and did not draw up a firm lease so as not to frighten Mr. 

Sealy. 

J. Hanwell: Mr. White seemed in the frame of mind to consider a longer lease. 

President: thought that Club members would like to know that it was E. Hensler who presented 

the £12. for the repair of the Eastwater roof. 

Secretary: Since writing his report he had been in touch with Mr. Gibbons who agreed that 

Eastwater Hut could stay on the present site at the increased annual rental of £5., and as far as he 

was concerned the Club could make any extensions they wished. The future of this hut is not in 

the balance any more. 

President: At the beginning the rent was £3.10.0., then it went down to £2. and now it was up to 

£3. 

 

Tackle 

President: Certain tackle had been withdrawn and sold, and access to the tackle had been 

tightened up. 
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Secretary: Not tightened up but kept as tight as ever. Production Manager of the Journal is Nick 

Hart, he organises the duplicating, collating, enveloping etc. 

 

Negotiations with Bristol Waterworks 

Secretary: Caving permits are required for G.B., August Hole, Longwood, etc. They have not 

been issued yet because the Hon. Sec. of the U.B.S.S. had not got round to signing them. 

President: Asked the stalwarts if they had any comments on the report. 

But both Murrell & Harris were speechless. 

C.A.J. Beauchamp, however, was not, and said that the Secretary's Report had a great effect on 

people who lived away from caving and told them what was going on. One boy in an affiliated 

Club was going to be presented to the Duke of Edinburgh in a cave entrance. C. Beauchamp said 

the Secretary's Report was much appreciated, and proposed a vote of thanks, which was 

seconded by J. Hanwell. 

President: Was glad to see the Secretary could report such a successful year. 

 

Treasurer's Report 

Mattresses had been replaced in the hut and calor gas equipment installed to fit in with fire 

requirements. They had good stocks of stationery and carbide for which they had paid £6., but 

they had now made £6.0.8d., so anything over this would be profit. She hoped they would be 

able to continue this useful service for members. There were also 4,000 Journal covers in stock. 

They had paid the C.R.G. subscription for 2 years up to the end of 1963. The rents of Hillgrove 

and Eastwater have doubled as the Club considered that they were not paying enough for the 

consideration which they received. Both Landlords had accepted the rises. She thanked D. Berry 

for looking after the money at Hillgrove since she had been living in London, 

President: Times had changed, as the first rent for Hillgrove was 2/- a week. 

O.C. Lloyd: The Club should not think they had neglected M.R.O. They had presented them 

with some goon suits, but these could not be shown on the Balance Sheet. 

C.A.J. Beauchamp: Would it be possible to buy copies of the Journal in excess of those already 

printed? 

Treasurer: They were now producing 320 journals and people might not join the Club if they 

could buy the Journal. Also somebody would have to be responsible for storing the spare 

Journals. 

President: They had tried this in the past but it had gradually petered out. 

Secretary: It would mean a great deal of extra work for people who are hard pressed at the 

moment. 

C. Beauchamp: In an affiliated club one Journal does not circulate quickly enough. 

President: Couldn't see any reason why you should not have extra copies. 

Thomson: Quite a lot of people join the Club for the Journal. In another Club one of the 

members joined Wessex in order to get the Journal for their own Club as they could not buy one. 

He suggested selling the Journals on an annual basis for the price of a Club subscription. 

President: The matter ought to be brought up under Item 10 on the agenda. 
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H.Kenney: The financial report should not be used as a record of the past but to forecast future 

trends. He suggested the Club be registered as a Charity, they would then be able to claim 

exemption from rates, and no longer be anxious over income tax if they invested in funds other 

than Building Societies. He thought that replacement of the Hillgrove hut would cost about 

£1,000., and the money in the Hut Fund was only £150, If the hut had to be moved or if 

membership increased to a great extent it might be necessary to extend or duplicate the hut. 

Only a small amount was put into the Hut Fund last year because of the cost of the duplicator. 

He would propose putting £30. or £40. of the surplus this year into the Fund. Increased 

membership could produce a financial problem as the law of diminishing returns could come 

into effect. The increased membership fees would not cover the cost of the increased 

organisation or extra hut facilities. Some form of paid assistance might then become necessary. 

President: asked for a proposal of how much to put into the Hut Fund. 

H. Kenney: Proposed £35. Seconded by C. Hawkes. 

President: Proposed they put in the difference between last year's and this year's surplus of £60. 

Secretary: Proposed putting in £60. Seconded by E. Hanwell. 

O.C. Lloyd: Once the money was in the Hut Fund it could not be used for anything else. Money 

should be put aside for Secretarial assistance, and if the money was in the income and 

expenditure account it could be used for other purposes, as well as the Hut. Proposed putting 

£35. in Hut Fund. 

L. Devenish: How much was paid on tackle this year? 

D. Berry: About £30. 

Treasurer: This year money had been spent on goon suits in the interests of members, and if this 

money was in the Hut Fund you could not get at it in a hurry. 

Secretary: You could get it out of Deposit Investments and pay it back again in 6 weeks, so as 

not to lose too much interest. 

President: If you have ready cash you are inclined to spend it, but if it is in the Hut Fund you 

cannot. 

H. Murrell: If we become a Charity we can invest in something more worthwhile, e.g. Unit 

Trusts. This would more than double our dividends, therefore reinvest money on deposit to get 5 

or 6%, We ought to know what the Club is worth. We should show our capital assets in the 

Balance Sheet. Paid assistance is likely to be essential in any organisation of over 350 members. 

Digger Harris: Suggested money be put into Charities Investment Pool, a kind of Unit Trust, in 

which capital increases as well as income. Com. Lawder: Runs charity in his village. They put 

their money into Charity Commissioners' Trust. In this way you can either add to the shares or 

cash them. 

L. Devenish: Should the Committee be instructed to carry out investments or should it be left to 

the A.G.M.? 

H. Kenney: Total Interest from investment was £10.7.8., but Murrell's comments were valid 

generally. Unit Trusts were not necessarily gilt edged. Valuing assets does not matter to Inland 

Revenue. It is too difficult to put a market value on our property and equipment. It will not be 

necessary even if we are a Charity. 

L. Devenish: Proposed the committee be instructed to investigate whole problem of reinvesting 

capital and taking necessary advice. 

H. Murrell seconded. All in favour. 

 

-266-



 

 

Wessex Cave Club Income & Expenditure Account For Year Ending 30th September 1963 

 1962 1962 

To Subscriptions 157 200 0 0 By Headquarters -  Repairs & Renewals 10 34 19 5 

Affiliation Fees 17 24 3 9  Rent 5 10 0 0 

Entrance Fees 9 13 10 0  Lighting & Heating 21 30 13 4 

Donations 8 7 5 0  Insurance 6 5 0 0 
Headquarters Fees 104 109 11 9  Rates 6 5 3 7 

Eastwater Hut Fees 14 22 1 6  Property Tax   2     15 6 86 11 10 

Tackle Fees 2 7 2 0   50 

Lamb Leer fees 2 4 14 6 Eastwater Hut Equipment 5 - - - 

Use of Duplicator 3 1 5 6  New Roof (less £12 Don.) - 2 2 3 

Profit on Badges, Ties & Carbide 5 5 3 3  Repairs & Renewals 2 4 16 2 

Profit on Exposure Suits -- 17 18 0  Rent 2 5 0 0 

Dinner Surplus 1 7 16 0  Lighting & Cooking 1   2 14 0 

Deposit Account Interest 2 4 13 8  Insurance   1      11 0 15 3 5 

       11       

     Tackle expenditure  31    36 11 7 

     Cow Hole Expenses -    6 19 4 
     Cost of Journal  83    111 8 7 

     Book, Surveys & Maps 4    1 9 6 

     Insurances Third Party 12 17 9 3 

      Duplicator 1  13 6 18 2 9 

     Postages  17    26 7 5 

     Stationery & Notices  12    10 15 1 

     Meeting Expenses  5    4 8 6 

     Bank Charges & Cheque Book 1    1 15 0 

     Cave Research Group  -    2 10 0 

     Mendip Rescue Organisation 10    - - - 

     Charterhouse Caving Committee -    5 0 0 
     Mendip Cave Registry -    5 5 0 

     Wreath – Prof. Palmer 2    - - - 

     Jack Waddon -    2 3 2 

     Duplicator    54        - - - 

       293    334 11 2 

     Balance – being surplus for year 31      90 13 9 

Total Receipts 324 425 4 11   324    425 4 11 



 

 

WESSEX CAVE CLUB 

 

Balance Sheet – As At 30th September 1963 

Accumulated Funds – 

as at 1st October 1962 £206 18 10 Economic Building Society Deposits:- 

Add Surplus for the year   90 13 9    Deposit Share £137 13 7 
     5 0 0    Realised Preferential Shares(Hut Fund) 145 0 0 282 13 7 

 302 12 7           

Less Transfer to Hut Fund      15 0 0 287 12 7 Midland Bank Ltd. 

           Current Account    133 5 4 

Hut Fund 

As at 1st October 1962    131 0 3    Cash in Hand    8 4 2 

Add Transfer from accumulated funds   15 0 0           

 Interest on Investment        5 14 0 151 14 3 Debtor    6 6 0 

 

Survey Fund       Survey Fund 

As at 1st October 1962   10 2 11    Stock of Surveys 6 11 5 

Add Profit on sales of surveys   6 11 3     Cash in hand 5 2 9 11 14 2 
 16 14 2 

LessRepaid to accumulated funds 5 0 0 11 14 2 Mendip Atlas Fund 

       Paid on account of work to date 2 13 4 

Mendip Atlas Fund         

As at 1st October 1962    2 13 4 Stock of Cloth Badges 17 11 6 

 

Subscriptions in advance    8 13 9 NOTE: The value of the Club’s Headquarters and Equipment is not included. 

 

    462 8 1  462 8 1 

 

See Auditor’s Report 
 



 

 

Auditor's Report 

President: The sum in donations should have been £25.11.0. and not £7.5.0d. 

H. Kenney: Donations in the cost of Cow Hole and the Eastwater roof had been made by 

members who had a personal interest in the scheme. 

Secretary: In the case of Cow Hole the committee had not decided to reimburse the people who 

had voluntarily contributed to it until they were sure the dig was going to succeed. 

H. Kenney: Committee only backs a winning horse. 

President: Most of the tackle money seemed to have gone on nylon rope. How much was 

purchased? 

G. Pointing: 320ft. 

J. James: Nylon rope is very expensive, but if you get it direct from the British Rope Works then 

you can get 1,000 ft. for £37.10.0., but you must buy 1,000 ft., though you could sell any you 

did not want. 

L. Devenish: Proposed vote of thanks to Treasurer and Dogsbody and thanked the Auditor for 

his breakdown. 

 

Election of Officers and Committee for 1963/64. 

117 envelopes had been received. The following were elected for the committee:- J.D. Hanwell, 

N.J. Hart, C.R. Hobbis, G.H. Pointing, T.E. Reynolds, R.J. Staynings, A.J. Surrall, L.M. 

Teasdale, D. Warburton. 

The President, whilst making a few sly digs, thanked Luke Devenish, the retiring chairman, for 

his services and presented him with a table lighter. Luke thanked him for the gift and said that 

he was glad the work he had been doing for the Club was appreciated. 

H. Murrell: Proposed that L. Devenish be made an Honorary Member. Seconded by C.H. 

Kenney. 

President: Believed there were some Honorary Members who still paid subs, so they would 

perhaps not be losing money. 

Proposal carried unanimously. 

L. Devenish: Do Honorary Members still get a vote? 

President: Yes. 

 

Election of Auditor. 

L. Devenish proposed F, Frost as Auditor and this was seconded by A.D. Oldham. Unanimously 

carried. 

 

Addition to Rule 8. Membership Cards. 

J. Philpott: Thought a card with a small dated receipt, like a driving licence, could, be used as 

proof of membership. 

D. Thomson: Union cards at Bristol University get stamped each year. 

Secretary: Some people would forget to send up their cards and that would mean work, writing 

to ask for then. 

T. Stanbury: Agreed with Philpott. Receipts should be stuck in cards. It would not mean much 

extra work after the initial issue had been made. Could be also used for keeping Charterhouse 

permit in. 
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G. Tudgay: Cards had been issued in 1948. 

President: This was to get the Club going again after the war. 

F. Haines-Nutt: Presentation of a membership card in strange areas carries weight, and may 

enable you to go caving. 

R. Kenney: The issue of membership cards would place an additional burden on the committee. 

If you go to a different area and want to look at a particular place it is bad to say I would like to 

look at it because I am a member of Wessex. Once you get away from an organisation you 

should act as an individual. 

President: They found in France that they got reductions in fees for producing Membership 

cards. 

O.C. Lloyd: Can Frenchmen read English? And if not would the Charterhouse Permit not serve 

the same purpose? 

Secretary: Only once has been asked to provide proof that a person was a member of the Club 

and in that case the person concerned was going to France. 

T. Stanbury: Just because you have a membership card does not mean to say you are a paid up 

member of Wessex, but it does say that you are a member of an organisation worthy of going 

caving. 

L. Devenish: What would the cost of the cards be? He thought it would be rather high. 

J. Philpott: Smallest card costs 3d. 

President: As far as he could see the only thing against having cards was the increased amount 

of work, but he would like to see cards made available to members who wished to have them. 

He did not think it worth altering the rules and thought it could be covered by the committee's 

byelaws. 

J. James: Suggested that before discussing this further a vote should be taken on the proposition. 

21 against. 9 for. Declared proposal lost. 

President: Is it the meeting's wish that the Committee should get a stock of membership cards 

made available to members on payment by request? This proposal was carried. 

 

Amendment to Rule 19. The President read the rule and proposed it should be amended to 

extend the use of the Hut Fund. Carried unanimously. 

 

Discussion on growth of Club. 

President: Asked J. Hanwell to open discussion. 

J. Hanwell: Counting joint memberships the number of members is over 300 and is increasing. 

There are also 11 Affiliated Clubs with 130 members. At every Committee Meeting there were 

increased numbers of applications for membership, some from very young people. At the last 

meeting there were 16 applications and only 6 were elected, so the Committee is already using 

discrimination. The position will get worse in the future. The committee would like a firm 

policy to work on as it is a great problem. 

R. Kenney: The Club represents all Mendip and events are reflected in the Journal. Restricted 

membership may cause atrophy of the Journal, and one will have to read the other club Journals 

for an overall picture. Can we fix a maximum membership figure for this year? Also a lower age 

limit of 17? What would the cost of .expansion be? 

President: Increase the subscription and you will lose armchair members. Did not see how you 

could work out extra cost. 
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Com. Lawder: Only way to restrict entry is to be stiff in your requirements . 

C. Mulvey: Had only recently joined the Club. Previously, as an Affiliated Member, he missed 

benefits that full members got. If there must be discrimination of entry let it be on character and 

not age. 

E. Hanwell: If we restrict new entries the weight will be on the armchairs. 

P. Duck: We must consider increasing membership on a percentage basis. Could ask the 

Cerberus for advice on this score. Paid labour would become inevitable. 

C. Bryant: In negotiating with landowners, the size of the Club lends weight to arguments. 

G. Tudgay: Growth must be accepted even with higher subscriptions. 

J.R. Johnson: Any discrimination is unfair. Each member should only propose one new member 

a year. 

T. Stanbury: Thought some control necessary but did not see why youngsters should suffer. 

R.F. Haines-Nutt: Was in Affiliated Club where the membership had stagnated. If members 

thought they could not become full members of Wessex, if a new ruling was brought in, they 

would not join the Affiliated Club. 

T. Atkinson: If they were not able to join the Wessex, the Affiliated Club would cease to exist. 

Pat Davies: Thought you should sort out the active and non-active cavers. Also each person 

should have to be proposed by a member of the committee. 

L.M. Teasdale: No good discussing how to restrict membership before you decide whether you 

are going to do so. You should try to suit organisation to the size of the Club. 

J. James: Restrict members to 350 this year to avoid paid assistance. 

Secretary: What facilities are affiliated members missing by not being full members? Why do 

they want to join as full members before they leave school? 

J.A. Coll: Three reasons: 1) The Journal; 2) Charterhouse Caving Permit - Full members can get 

period passes, affiliated members for one occasion only - 3) Tackle. 

Digger Harris: The reason the Club was formed was to do something about the people 

wandering about on Mendip on their own. Much better to have the odd groups inside a club 

rather than roaming cavers . We want keen Mendip cavers inside the Club. Suggested an upper 

age limit. 

H. Murrell: Cost of growth of a club much above 330 includes paid secretarial labour. Then you 

lose money. At 1,000 members it begins to pay again. Streamlining - why not use addressograph 

instead of writing out envelopes? Punch cards instead of account book? You can then raise the 

limit from 350-500. 1955 Entrance Fee was 5/~, it still is. Should it be raised? 

President: Members of Affiliated Clubs do not pay an entrance fee. 

L. Devenish: Agreed that you must get new people in the Club. There were people in the Club 

who paid for the Journal but never came caving. You never saw them from one ten years to the 

next. At one time these people were needed for their money, but this was no longer so. 

President: Difficulty is not with dead wood, but catering for new and active members. Nature 

takes care of old ones. 

R.F. Haines-Nutt: Why not have a Caving Secretary as well as an Hon. Secretary as most other 

clubs do? 

President: In conclusion, we've got to admit the good younger members. Extra copies of the 

Journal should be made available to members of an Affiliated Club, on an annual basis, to be 

paid for in advance. About giving the Journal to other Clubs, this could involve the committee in 

having to produce another hundred copies of the Journal. 
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C. Hawkes: If a member of another club joined Wessex for the Journal, then by making the 

Journal available to other clubs you could cut down the membership of Wessex by at least one 

member. 

L. Devenish: Could the committee obtain advice from Murrell on streamlining. 

President: What sum of money was to be put into the Hut Fund? 

A decision was made on £50. 

 

Formation of Bristol Group. 

M. Danby: Would like a group based in Bristol so that people who could not get out to Mendip 

could enjoy meetings in Bristol. 

F. Haines-Nutt: (the Seconder) agreed, when pressed, that if some meetings were held in Bristol, 

it would do just as well. 

C. Bryant: Pointed out that there was no suitable place for meetings. 

Cathedral Schoolboy: They were having a new school hall built and he would see what he could 

do about it. 

O.C. Lloyd: The U.B.S.S. holds meetings on almost every alternate Monday in the Geography 

Lecture Theatre, and a cordial invitation was extended to all Wessex members. 

 

The meeting closed at 6.10 p.m. 

 

C.H. Kenney: Expressed his thanks to the President for taking the Chair, and for coming to the 

meeting, although he did not feel well enough to go to the Dinner tonight. 
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SOME FRENCH CAVES 

 

Tim Atkinson 

 

Well publicised though it may have been, the expedition to the Gouffre Berger was not the only 

cave work done on the Continent last summer by British cavers. I myself was staying at Brissac, 

in the Departement de l’Herault, and, during my stay there, was a member of the small team 

which camped at Lasfons from the 20th to the 21st August. Lasfons is a farm about 10 km from 

Arre and on the south bank of the Arre river. It can be found on a small scale map near the town 

of Le Vigan, on the river Herault. Behind the farm the hillside rises steeply, punctuated by cliffs, 

and well wooded in many places, to the bare limestone Causse above. Below the farm is a strip 

of meadowland about 150 yards wide, leading down to the river Arre; it was here that we set up 

our camp. 

 

About three-quarters of the way up to the plateau there is at one point a well wooded ledge 

about two yards wide, on which is to be found the lowest of three chokes open to the surface, 

and all taking a strong draught inwards. It was here that we dug on the first day of our camp; by 

the end of an afternoon's work, and with the help of a chemical persuader in enlarging the hole, 

we had made a suitable entrance. 

 

The next day a party consisting of Dominique and Andre Rigaud, Henri Paloc, Rene Roux, all of 

the Speleo Club de Montpellier, and myself, made the initial descent of the cave. Once in the 

entrance a low, tight rift descended for four feet to a very tight squeeze into a rift about 8 ft. 

deep and floored with boulders. Dropping through the boulders we found ourselves in a large 

rift of unknown length and depth and much choked by boulders forming broken platforms which 

greatly facilitated the descent. Following our draught we descended and found, 250 ft. down in 

the rift, that by traversing across one side of the eight-foot wide rift we could reach a transverse 

gallery. This traverse was the nastiest thing in the cave, for the walls were of a fault-derived 

rubble which fell from beneath our feet as we climbed. As we were not using a lifeline (in spite 

of the 50 ft. drop to the bottom of the rift), I was alarmed to say the least. 

 

The "Lateral Gallery" was about 100 ft. long; the left hand branch led 80 ft. to a large mud 

choke with a small airspace from which a draught blew. Turning right, we were confronted after 

20 ft. by a blank wall. Right off this a second rift, 150 ft. high, could be followed for 200 ft. by 

chimneying along the middle of its height. From the end of this rift, where it was too tight to 

follow, blew another draught. All the draughts blew into a gallery which ran north for 40 ft. 

(The two rifts ran away from the entrance in a south-easterly direction, with the main gallery at 

right angles to them). Unfortunately this gallery was choked after 40 ft., thus eliminating the 

most promising way on. Perhaps as a consolation it contained very good calcite crystals on the 

walls and roof. We named it "La Galerie des Crystaux". 
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Although the cave, which we called "La Grotte de Lasfons", did not lead to the underground 

river we had hoped for it proved to be very interesting in its own right. The origin of the two 

great rifts appears to be tectonic, since they show no sign of water action, but are aligned along 

tension faults of small throw, 6 ft. in one case and 4 ft. in the other. The fault debris has not been 

removed but has been added to by falls from the strongly-jointed Jurassic limestone forming the 

boulder ledges found in the 300 ft. deep rift. 

 

The Transverse Gallery, however, is an ordinary, fossilized water conduit, containing large 

quantities of red mud, which disappears beneath boulders in the highly fractured area of the 

intersection of the two rifts which lie roughly parallel to each other. Thus the gallery is older 

than the rifts, the water probably flowing into the Crystal Gallery although there are no scallops 

to confirm this. 

 

The exploration of the cave took eight hours and we decided to leave the two possible ways of 

extension, the Crystal Gallery and the mud choke, as there would probably only be an entry to a 

fossilized system. Instead we turned our attention to various temporary resurgences at the 

bottom of the mountain. Unfortunately, due to recent rejuvenation of the river Arre, these were 

not well developed, and petered out into opened joints and bedding planes. These resurgences 

occupied our time for the remaining two days of our camp and we returned on 24th August to 

our respective homes. 

 

During my stay in France I visited a number of other caves, all of which had been previously 

explored. L’Aven de Sott Manitt, which is patois for "Small Doline Pot", starts with an 80 ft. 

pitch to the head of a talus slope in a large and beautifully decorated chamber, where there were 

few stalagmites under 6 ft. high. One very fine specimen was 30 ft. high, though never more 

than five or six inches in diameter. Six inches from the roof it was joined to a straw stalactite. 

Other chambers in this cave are even more impressive. There are beautiful curtains coloured red 

and even, in one case, a sort of greenish blue. 

 

L’Aven du Sorbier, which is also situated in the upper basin of the Herault, near the church of 

Notre Dame du Sue, is a pothole aligned along a single rift and thought to be tectonic in origin. 

It has five pitches, the best being the entrance pitch which is 65 ft. deep and a free descent all 

the way. 

 

L’Aven de Gennevaux, near the village of St. Martin de Londres, is another large cave with two 

entrances. One is a 60 ft. pothole, negotiated in two pitches of 30 ft. each. The other is a tight 

squeeze in the top of an old boulder ruckle which has been exposed and added to by the erosion 

of the causse. The two are joined by a series of large chambers, the biggest of which is about the 

size of the Main Chamber in G.B. Cave. There is also a "new" series leading off from the 

bottom of the pothole. This consists of a main passage, with strong scallops in the narrower 

parts, with several side passages, generally short, leading off along the main joints. 
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We also explored several shafts and rifts in the neighbourhood of Brissac, a village 8 km from 

the town of Ganges, but were unable to discover anything of great interest. 

 

Though all of these caves, with the exception of those at Lasfons, have been previously 

explored, they were well worth the visit both for their own excitement and for their very 

beautiful formations. If the W.C.C. expedition to France in 1964 is passing that way it might 

like to investigate. I myself shall be returning there in any case. 

 

 

CANDLES, OR B.D.I'S 

 

R.E. Reynolds 

(who did his caving before the Wessex was thought of) 

 

Most modern cavers, with their array of accumulators, carbide lamps etc., seem to have 

forgotten one of the simplest forms of lighting. Before the days of carbide lamps and miners 

sets, when electric torches were still in their embryo stage, the candle reigned supreme. The 

famous quotation from Balch ("Mendip; Its Swallet Caves and Rockshelters" p,24) 'candles are 

by common consent the most dependable illuminant, as they cast no treacherous shadows,' was a 

fact. 

 

Electric torches then, and most now, cast an intense bean which only illuminates about 2 sq.ft., a 

ridiculously small area. But the soft flame of a candle casts its glow over a wide area revealing 

all the holes in the floor. Also it was most reliable. There were no wires to come adrift, no bulbs 

to break, no jets to get blocked and no water to run out of, A supply of candles for even a 24 

hour trip could be carried in the pocket of a rucksack and was at once ready for use. One could 

tell at a glance how much life there was left in your candle. Usually the candle was held in the 

hand between thumb and forefinger, leaving the rest of the hand available for use, but when 

difficult squeezes or climbs had to be negotiated it could be held in the mouth so leaving both 

hands free. It could also be stuck in the front of one's helmet, but in those days helmets for 

cavers were not considered necessary, they being a hard-headed lot. Also it was very easy to fix 

a candle securely to the rock to illuminate a fixed area, for lifelining for instance, by pouring 

some molten wax on to the rock and sticking the candle to it; or one on each side if you didn't 

want any shadows. 

 

Admittedly there were disadvantages. If you were careless how you held your candle in your 

teeth you were inclined to singe your hair or even your nose. Also it tended to drop hot wax at 

awkward moments causing you to drop it. If you dropped it it was inclined to go out, but if 

retrieved it could easily be relit from the next member of the party. Climbing waterfalls a candle 

was no more likely to go out than a carbide lamp due to spray. So spare a thought for the now 

neglected form of lighting which was used for the original exploration of Swildon's and 

Eastwater. 
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UPPER NIDDHEAD RISING 

P. Davies 

 

The last paragraph of p. 291 No. 8l, Vol.6, of this Journal reads: "No definite plans for the future 

were made, but inevitably the exploration will be continued and more of the underground course 

of the River Nidd mapped when the opportunity occurs." 

 

An opportunity did occur in May last year when the Cave Diving Group held their A.G.M. in 

Clapham, Taking advantage of the occasion the same two divers aided by Luke Devenish 

surveyed and explored a little further upstream where an air surface beyond a 40 ft. sump had 

been discovered (but not explored) in the Upper Rising during the Easter meet of the W.C.C. in 

Yorkshire at Lofthouse in 1961. 

 

The object of this venture was to survey the known parts of the cave that had been partially 

explored and dived in 1961 with the aim of trying to establish the relationship of the backwater 

system with the main rising. Further it was planned to press on as far upstream in the backwater 

or flood rising passage as possible. It had previously been thought that the two might connect 

and so bypass the impenetrably tight fissures and bedding of the main rising. 

 

Here it might be appropriate to describe again .the general features of the rising. Horizontally 

bedded limestone is interbedded with soft shales leading to the development of large flat roofed 

chambers, with boulder strewn floors where piles of rather unstable mud coated slabs have 

fallen from the roof. The active stream passage at the Resurgence cuts through these chambers 

and is typical of many Yorkshire risings with solid clean scalloped water worn walls and it was 

rather a disappointment to find that it ended in a rather poorly defined system of underwater 

fissures only 150 ft. from the entrance. However, the abandoned passages developed in the shale 

beds at a slightly higher level, kept open by frequent floods and by flooding as compensation 

water is released from the reservoirs at Angram and Scar House, offer a possible alternative if 

less pleasant route upstream. 

 

The first part of the programme involved surveying from the entrance to the main rising and 

thence to the duck and back to the end of the entrance passage, a closed traverse of 257 ft. 

Whilst the survey progressed a system of very tight flooded bedding planes was discovered 

between the main rising and the first sump, which probably connects underwater as previously 

thought, but which are far too restricted to allow entry (see survey). 

 

The divers, wearing oxygen breathing apparatus, passed the duck which at that time had a 3" 

high and 8" wide air space, but is much wider though not unduly roomy underwater. They 

crawled laboriously across the boulder strewn chamber beyond with weights and aflos to the 

first sump. Both divers passed through the static water in quick succession, laying a permanent 

guide wire belayed at both ends to boulders, and emerged into the previously unexplored 

passage some 5 ft. high and 8-10 ft. wide, with a familiar slippery rocky floor. 
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The passage seemed to disappear round a corner out of sight, kit was hastily abandoned and the 

divers set off unencumbered to explore. But there, as could have been predicted, just round the 

corner lay a further sump, only 60 ft. further than the first. One B.A. was fetched and a 

reconnaissance made into this second sump, which went due north 5ft. high and up to 8 ft. wide 

for at least 75 ft. before the diver returned for support. This sump, like the first, was static, but 

there were abundant signs that in tine of flood it would become an active stream passage. Time 

was pressing and the thought of our dinner at the hotel getting cold prevented further diving. 

However, before leaving the cave a lower grade survey was made towards the entrance to tie in 

with the point at the near side of the duck. Diving kit was left here for use next day. 

 

Heavy rain during the night had caused an obvious increase in the volume of water flowing at 

the resurgence, although the water was still clear. On examining the duck it was found to be 

sumped and it was thought wise in view of the uncertain weather (it was still raining) to abandon 

the diving and finish the survey of what we thought to be a small recess to the N.W, of the 

entrance passage. The recess turned out to be an important tributary, 250 ft. long and the survey 

of this rather awkward and in places very unstable passage took far longer than anticipated. The 

stream was found to rise from a deep, impenetrably tight fissure some 170 ft. N.W. of the main 

rising with which it probably connects via devious narrow bedding planes further upstream. 

 

As before, no definite date for further exploration was made, but the prospects of a further 

system of passages and chambers of a similar nature beyond the furthest point reached in the 

flood rising seemed good. There is no indication that this abandoned resurgence passage is 

going to do a Wookey and dip deeply below the water table and considerable progress towards 

the sink in New Goyden Pot may well be made by this route. Inevitably an attempt will one day 

be made, but owing to the tragic death of Jack Waddon it will be a different team that carries on 

with the work. 

 

Survey Note 

Instruments used for the main part of the survey (that is, all except the part beyond the duck) 

were an army prismatic compass read to the nearest 2° and a metalised linen tape read to the 

nearest 3". No clinometer was used although all survey stations were directly related to the 

water level which was taken to be constant through the cave, thus obviating the need for such an 

instrument. The closed traverse of 257 ft. closed, according to Denis Warburton's computation, 

with an error of 2.88%. Beyond the duck angles were measured on an aflo compass to better 

than 10°; distances in dry passages were measured accurately in body length and recorded on 

the spot. Underwater aflo lines marked at each end of the sump were retrieved from the cave and 

subsequently measured. Here again all survey stations were related to a common water level. On 

this basis the main survey can be classed as a good C.R.G. Grade 4 and the remainder as better 

than C.R.G, Grade 3. 
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MENDIP CAVE SURVEY COLLOQUIUM 

 

On Saturday, 31st August 1963, a meeting was held at the Shepton Mallet Caving Club, 

attended by eleven people interested and experienced in the preparation of cave surveys. The 

object was to discuss cave surveys and surveying as carried out at present on Mendip and if 

possible to prepare recommendations for a revision of the Cave Research Group's scheme and to 

forward these to the C.R.G. for their consideration. Those present at the meeting included most 

of the surveyors responsible for the surveys of Mendip caves currently available - Ford, Stanton 

and Warburton to name but three. 

 

The report of the meeting, containing all the recommendations made, runs to several thousand 

words and is not published here because of its length and because it is only of limited interest, 

but for anyone wishing to read all about it copies are available at 1/6 (or 2/- post free) from B.M. 

Ellis, 41 Fore Street, North Petherton, Bridgwater, Somerset, Furthermore, if the report was 

published here in full it might be taken by some to mean that those present at the meeting 

intended to abide by the suggested alterations irrespective of the reaction of the C.R.G. This is 

not so; those present felt that while the recommendations were an improvement on the original 

C.R.G. scheme it would be wrong to start their own in opposition to a scheme that is recognised 

and used nationally. Such a move would only lead to confusion. 

 

The meeting started with a general discussion on the purpose of cave surveys and came to some 

generalisations on what should and what should not be included on surveys. Having reached 

agreement on this it was possible to consider more specific aspects. 

 

The next subject, and the longest, was on the method of grading surveys to give an indication of 

their expected accuracy. First, it was agreed that the grading as used at present does, and should, 

only refer to the centre line or skeleton of the survey. Therefore, it was agreed, some subsidiary 

classification was required to indicate the expected accuracy of the detail and passage shape. For 

this three classes are recommended and the wording of them was agreed. 

 

Discussion on the grading for the centre line was lengthy and started by comparing two methods 

on which this could be based. For various reasons a system based on known closure errors was 

thought to be impractical and therefore discussion centred on one based on the instruments used, 

as in the present Cave Research Group gradings. It was thought that it would be very 

undesirable to alter drastically the present system because this was now nationally accepted, but 

at the same time it needed to be re-written to remove ambiguity and to make it more rational. In 

particular it was thought that specific combinations of instruments should not be given and that 

the present Grade IV was meaningless for surveying Mendip caves. It was found relatively easy 

to agree on a recommended rewording of the seven survey grades and these are given in the full 

report. This part of the meeting ended with a general discussion on Grade VII surveys and it was 

thought that this was not practical for cave surveys because to obtain a higher accuracy than 

Grade VI by using a theodolite readings would have to be made to a better accuracy than one 

minute of arc. This showed that Grade VII cannot be claimed for surveys made with a modified 

astro-compass. 
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The other long item on the agenda dealt with the presentation of cave surveys. No agreement 

was reached on standardising the scales to which surveys should be drawn, but agreement was 

reached, and recommendations made, on the use of symbols, a grid and other information that 

should be given on every survey sheet. The recommendations about symbols are based on one 

of the points agreed when discussing the purpose of cave surveys which was that the specialist, 

be he geologist, archaeologist or what you will, does not want specialist information recorded 

for him on a survey, especially if the surveyor is not a geologist, archaeologist, etc. From this it 

was found that it was possible to simplify and reduce the number of symbols required; the 

recommended list (drawn out in the full report) gives twenty symbols for use on plans and a 

further three for sections. 

 

The meeting ended by discussing the optimum sizes for survey sheets and by agreeing that every 

survey should be accompanied by an article, published somewhere, in which the surveyor gives 

details of how the survey was made, details of known closure errors and so on. 

 

The full report of the meeting has been sent to the Cave Research Group and it is hoped that as 

these recommendations are the result of discussion by most of Mendip's cave surveyors that they 

will be considered. It is hoped, of course, that the ideas will be agreed and the few small 

alterations necessary will be made to incorporate them in the C.R.G's recommendations. 

However, it must be remembered that those present at the meeting do not intend to 'carry on 

alone' where suggestions involving alterations have been made but they do intend, and 

recommend others, to implement the recommendations that are additional to the present C.R.G. 

system. These are mainly concerned with the presentation of the survey, such as incorporating a 

grid on the plan, publishing an explanatory article and on the information that should be given 

on the survey sheet. 
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CAVES AND MINES OF THE BRISTOL DISTRICT 

A.D. Oldham 

 

Part 3 - This part includes all the caves not listed in Parts 1 and 2, ref: W.C.C. Journal Vol. 5, 

No. 70, p. 124 and Vol. 7, No. 84, p. 33. 

 

Cave 17 Dial Quarry Cave NGR ST. 527/666. Alt. 450ft. Length 150ft. Depth 36ft. 

This consists of a series of caves which have been broken into in no less than three places in 

Dial Quarry on Barrow Hill. To quote Tratman (2) "It consists of a series of water worn 

passages through the limestone. As a whole the passages follow the dip of the strata and one 

series is connected with another by means of vertical passages. All are choked a short way in by 

recent falls caused by quarrying operations outside." At present (early 1962) the entrance is 

covered with limestone chippings from the crushing plant. Other small holes were noticed in the 

quarry face, partially blocked with brown clay, but these are not large enough to warrant 

investigation. The quarry is owned by the Somerset County Council. See (20) for survey. 

 

Hartcliffe Rocks Cave NGR ST. 530/663- Alt. 550ft. 

This is in a quarry mile south east of Dial Quarry. A small cave four feet long is in the north 

west corner. The cave has a rubble floor and may well have been longer at an earlier date. 

 

Cave 18 Combe Dingle Cave NGR ST. 5570/7735. Alt. 60ft. Length 7ft. 

Situated in conglomerate 25ft. above the track north of, and close to, the bridge over the River 

Trym at Combe Dingle, the cave consists of a bedding plane crack 10 ins. high and 6ft. wide 

with a stalagmite flow in one corner. 

 

Blaise Castle Estate Caves 

The Estate is owned by the Corporation and is open to the public, therefore the caves may be 

easily inspected. Although they are small, these caves have been included because they are so 

well known. 

 

Robbers Cave NGR ST. 5601/7836. Alt. 250ft. Length 10ft. 

Situated on the north west side of the River Hen or Hazel Brook, as it is now known, the cave 

was originally 30 ft. long but appears to have been bricked up quite recently and now resembles 

an artificial grotto. The cave is lined with irregular limestone blocks cemented into position. At 

the entrance this cave is 3ft. 9ins. wide and 7ft. high and farther in it opens up to 8ft. 6ins. wide. 

There is a rough stone seat running around the inside of the chamber and a stalactite- flow on 

the roof. 

 

Butcher's Cave NGR ST. 5608/7836. Alt. 150ft. Length 6ft. 

This cave is situated 100ft. below and 60yds. to the east of Robbers Cave. It appears to be of 

natural origin with a triangular shaped entrance 7ft. high and 8ft. wide. It is frequently used for 

barbecues. 
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Henbury Golf Course Mines 

These disused Lead Mines are recorded on the 6" O.S. map (ref: ST 57 NE) at NGR ST. 

5639/7779 and NGR ST. 5652/7781. They consist of a series of nine shallow depressions 

averaging 8ft. diameter by 3ft. deep interconnected by about 15 to 20ft, of low earth/stone 

roofed crawls running in an east to west direction. There is no sign of lead ore but plenty of 

yellow ochre. The depressions appear to be shallow surface workings following a vein or rake. 

The presence of Badger was also noted. 

 

Kings Weston Down Quarry Caves 

The next three caves are situated in the old quarries at the south west end of Kings Weston 

Down. 

 

Cave 19 - Kings Weston Quarry Cave NGR ST. 5471/774-9. Alt.300ft. Length 100ft. Depth 

33ft. 

This cave is in the eastern corner of the upper quarry. It consists of a 12 ft. climbable entrance 

pitch, the bottom of which is made up of stones and rotting timber. To the south east a low 

passage leads to a second 12 ft. climbable pitch which opens out into a moderate sized chamber 

called "Spar Chamber". 

At the lower end of this chamber, unknown cavers have excavated the boulder floor in two 

places. Advancing north west from the first 12ft. vertical is a low, flat chamber with a debris 

floor. There are two arms leading off to the east from this chamber, one of which contains a very 

tight squeeze which opens into "Spar Chamber". This is a recent discovery and is not shown on 

the survey (16). A 50ft. rope secured to a nearby tree and threaded through to the second vertical 

is advisable. This cave is in danger of being filled in, due to the amount of rubbish being tipped 

in this quarry. 

 

Greater Ochre Cave NGR ST. 5472/7742. Alt. 260ft. Length 200ft. (3) Depth 10ft. 

This cave, as well as the next cave, is situated in the lower quarry, access to which is 

inconvenienced by a wire fence and Storm Water Tunnel excavations. The cave is 70 yards from 

the quarry mouth and 15ft. above the quarry floor. It is in limestone and shows signs of having 

been filled with ochre at an earlier time. The entrance is triangular, 6ft. high by 6ft. wide and 

after 15ft. tapers down to a narrow vertical squeeze 18ins. wide. A 6ft. descent leads to a small 

chamber from which a low, slightly descending passage leads on into the hill in an easterly 

direction. This passage becomes rather tight after 20ft. (too tight for the author) but Roach (3) 

has explored it for over 150 ft. until the passage terminated in a chamber 15ft. long, 4ft. wide 

and 9ft. high. The crawl has a limestone roof and a loose ochre floor and could therefore be 

easily enlarged. 

 

Lesser Ochre Cave NGR ST. 5474/7740. Alt. 250ft. Length 10ft. Depth 3ft. 

This cave is situated 20 yards nearer the quarry mouth, and 5ft. above the quarry floor. Again 

the cave is in limestone and still contains some of its ochre infill. It consists of a single chamber 

6ft. in diameter and 3ft. high with a blackened roof from many fires. The floor is made up of 

small boulders and ochreous material which appears to block various small passages leading out 

of this chamber. 
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Cave 20 - Pen Park Hole NCR ST. 5353/7922. Alt. 250ft, Length 800ft. Depth 183ft. 

This cave has been excellently described in a C.R.G. Publication (11), so, to avoid duplication, I 

will only record the main details. 

The cave has an extensive history, Nichols & Taylor (6b) suggest that it was a Roman Lead 

Mine? Catcott (15) records the descent of Capt. Sturmey in 1669 and Capt. Collins in 1682; 

Nichols & Taylor (6c) record the fatal accident which befell the Rev. Thomas Newman in 1775, 

when he slipped and fell down the main shaft; Latimer (8a) describes a trip in 1843 by Mr. 

Richards of St. Agnes, Cornwall, who was prospecting for lead, and although rich ore was found 

the project was abandoned. The cave entrance was filled in just afterwards, until it was re-

opened in 1956. It was surveyed (9) and (11) and finally in 1961 the entrance was blocked by a 

large concrete slab (10). 

The entrance is situated on Southmead Housing Estate behind the Wayfarer Public House. An 

entrance shaft of 24ft. leads to the main chamber via the "Approach Passage". A 65ft. ladder 

pitch ends on a muddy downward slope, at the bottom of which is a pool of water where the 

level fluctuates with the rainfall. The main chamber is 160ft. high and only 15 to 20ft, below the 

surface! This represents a hazard to lorries and building operations. 

 

Redcliffe Caves NGR ST. 5894/7233. Alt. 50ft. Length 1,000ft. approx. 

These caves are situated in the New Red Sandstone ridge (hence Red-Cliff) approximately 

bounded by Redcliffe Way, The Floating Harbour, Bathurst Basin, The River Avon, Redcliffe 

Hill and Pump Lane. 

The caves consist of a series of man-made passages with various entrances, mainly on the north 

side. The passages have not been excavated with any order or symmetry. They have a practically 

constant floor level and roof height with irregularly spaced and undercut pillars. This presents 

the impression of a complex maze, but the entrance can usually be found without difficulty. In 

some parts bomb damage (the caves are only 15ft. below the surface) and rock falls block the 

passages and in other places walls have been built to support the roof. They involve long detours 

to circumnavigate. Well shafts can also be seen. These are bricked up from floor to roof so when 

viewed from the top they give the impression of a continuous shaft. From the survey (12) it 

appears quite possible that passages could extend under the church of St. Mary Redcliffe. 

The history of these caves is rather vague. Legend has it that the caves were formed by 

removing sandstone for making glass or that the sandstone was used as ballast for ships and the 

caves used as prisons for slaves and prisoners of war. In any case it is quite likely that these 

caves date back to the Middle Ages (12). Latimer (8b) mentions that Redcliffe Caves were 

rediscovered by making a railway tunnel. For further details see contemporary newspapers (17). 

Rutter (13) describes them as a "labyrinth of excavations beneath Redcliffe Parade", whilst 

Cullingford (l4) claims that they were dug out in the 16th Century to provide sand for the Bristol 

Glass industries. 

Permission may be obtained from the Corporation for parties to visit the caves. 
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Ravens' Well NGR ST. 5993/7193. Alt. 30ft. Length 260 yards. 

This old water conduit dates back to 1366 when it was owned by Sir John de Gourney, Lord of 

Knowle. An anonymous writer of 100 years ago (22) describes it as "a queer wild passage near 

the bank.... of the river....(it is) long and rather narrow, but in some places, lofty gallery, lit by 

loop holes in the living rock above". The water in this conduit goes down to where Neptune's 

Statue used to be, in Victoria Street, before it was removed to Broad Quay. 

The conduit runs beneath the Bishop of Bath and Wells, Totterdown. This episcopal title is 

given to the sign post at the junction of the Bath and Wells Roads. The entrance may be reached 

by walking 40 yards down May Lane towards the footbridge over the River Avon. At this point 

one climbs over the wall and after a further 10 yards north the entrance hollow is then visible at 

the same level as the footbridge and 10ft. below the path. 

A pointed stone archway of very ancient appearance made from freestone blocks denotes the 

entrance. Infill from the surrounding earthy bank has reduced the height of this opening to only 

18 inches. 

The main passage running north from the entrance was, on a previous visit (January 1959), 

found to be filled with water to a depth of 2 ft., but since then the water has been covered with 

paving slabs and one can walk dry shod 40 yards down the passage to a "window" that looks out 

into the engine sheds. The passage continues in a north easterly direction, but it is very muddy 

and after 20 yards is only 2ft. high. 

To the south of the entrance passage is a short cul-de-sac 10 yards long with water 2ft. deep in 

the bottom. The water throughout this conduit looks very pure and crystal clear. Near the 

junction of this cul-de-sac and the entrance passage is another passage which branches off in a 

westerly direction and continues south and finally south west. This passage has average 

dimensions of 7ft. high, 2½ ft. wide with water running in a small tunnel 6 ins. square, under the 

floor. At one point there is a 20ft. aven to the surface, covered with wooden boards. This 

passage is about 150 yards long and in places quite muddy under foot. 

With the exception of the entrance passages the majority of passages in the conduit are in bed 

rock, without any stonework. The pick marks can be clearly seen in the roof and on the walls. It 

would be of interest to excavate in some of these passages to ascertain the age of the system. 

The local rock appears to be a highly calcareous, soft limestone with some red marl. Straw 

stalactites 3 ins. long and stal. flows on the walls were noted. 

 

Dundry Freestone Workings 

Oolite or freestone has been mined at Dundry for over 600 years. Boley (18) states that "In the 

14th Century we discovered stone-traders engaged upon the fine grained oolite of Dundry Hill". 

She continues that Bristol Cathedral, St. Mary Redcliffe, and St. Michael's, Dundry, are all built 

from Dundry Freestone. 

The first four workings are situated in a small grassy quarry at NGR ST. 5535/6675 to the south 

west of Dundry village and just east of the Triangulation Station. All entrances are at an altitude 

of about 730 ft. 
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Bat Den Length 450ft. 

According to Stewart’s description (19) he visited and surveyed this working in 1949. The 

entrance is situated in the south west corner of the quarry behind a bedrock wall. The entrance is 

lft. high and 8ft. wide and shows signs of having been much deeper. From the slot a low flat 

chamber is entered, 5ft. high and 15ft. in diameter. To the south is the main heading, 180ft. long 

with an average cross-section of 6ft. square, interrupted by roof falls, deads (dry stone walling) 

and rifts that nearly reach the surface 15ft. above. All these hazards made this quite a sporting 

section. In winter, at the end of this heading, one may find a cluster of Greater Horseshoe bats, 

hence the name given to this working. On the west side of the heading there are four side 

passages the longest of which is over 100ft. in length. 

 

Rabbit Den Length 200ft. 

The triangular shaped entrance is situated 75 yards north of Bat Den. The name of this working 

is derived from (a) the small entrance, and (b) the numerous rabbit bones found inside. From the 

'T' Junction just inside the entrance one may crawl south for over 70ft. in a low, narrow passage. 

To the north, at the opposite ends of the 'T', are two moderate sized chambers with an average 

dimension of 15ft. diameter and 8ft. high. 

 

Twin Cavern Length 40ft. 

This working is situated opposite and 30 yards east of Rabbit Den. As its name suggests it 

consists of two chambers about 6ft. high and 10ft. in diameter. The entrance was blocked by 

tipped clay in late 1959. 

 

Twin Pot or Mud Pot Length 300ft. 

Originally (pre-1954) access was gained along a horizontal heading, but like Twin Cavern the 

entrance was covered with tipped clay. I considered that a more expedient entry could be made 

in the top of one of the many rifts that cross the entrance passage. In 1956 a rift was forced and 

the working re-entered. This rift was very muddy and later a second, larger hole was opened 

next to it. Hence the name given to this working. The rift is always kept covered by a five gallon 

oil drum and 6 inches of earth so as not to present a hazard to the cattle which graze in the field. 

The rift can just be distinguished 6 yards north of the quarry edge in the field. 

This working, like Bat and Rabbit Den, is quite sporting. Not only are there headings 6ft. square 

in cross section, but narrow rifts and low squeezes as well. In one part of the mine pick marks 

left by the "ole man" can be seen. 

 

Quarry Caves Total Length 50ft. 

These are two small workings situated in a grassy quarry some 300 yards north east of the 

Triangulation Station. 
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Small Working Length 10ft. 

Situated in a valley 50 yards south of Triangulation Station. 

 

Long Ashton Ochre Working, also known as Failand Ochre Cave/Working, Clarken Combe 

Ochre Working , and Great Ochre Working Clarken Combe. 

NGR ST. 538/711 Alt. 400ft. Length 250ft. Depth 80ft. 

This working underneath Long Ashton Club Golf Course, on Ashton Hill, has been excellently 

described and surveyed by R. Mansfield et al (21) so only a brief description is given here. 

The workings occupy a rift in the limestone and have been filled with triassic material in the 

form of red ochre. The majority of this has been mined, leaving substantial passages. Many 

minerals can be seen in the walls of the workings including Dog Tooth Spar, Haematite and 

translucent Quartz crystals. Small stalactites, stalagmites, ribbon curtain formations and cave 

pearls are in abundance. 

The main working consists of a horizontal heading 100ft. long with entrances at both ends and a 

60ft. deep shaft in the middle to the surface. At the north end a low crawl leads down to the 

"Deep Working". Over the last few years the tipping of debris into the entrances has gradually 

blocked them up until June 1961, when the last entrance was finally sealed. 

This was done for two reasons:- 

(1) Many golf balls were lost in the shafts, and 

(2) Because of an accident which very nearly proved fatal. 

This occurred at the end of May, 1960, when a golf spectator fell down the 60ft. shaft (the 

newspapers (23) called it 120ft. deep) and received injuries including a fractured pelvis. He was 

lucky to escape with his life and lay at the bottom of the shaft for two hours until his cries for 

help were heard. Even then it took two hours to get a stretcher and haul him up. 

Some other small workings a few yards south of the main working were also filled at the same 

time. 

 

Open Rift. Nr. Providence. 

Half a mile west south west of Long Ashton Ochre Working, at NGR ST.535/709, is an open rift 

30ft. deep and 150 yards long; at the south end of which appears to be a possible entrance 

(blocked) to a deep working. 

 

Witches Cave, Abbots Leigh NGR ST. 545/736. Alt. 320ft. Length 30ft(?) 

This is a small cave situated in the north east corner of a limestone quarry on the north side of 

the A 369, Bristol to Portishead Road. The quarry is between Abbots Leigh village and Abbots 

Leigh Police Station. The cave consists of a crawl about 2ft. high with a fine Galena vein 

running down the side. 

When visited in February 1962 the cave entrance was found to be buried beneath 15ft. of rubble! 
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Badger Cave, Portbury. NGR ST. 481/742. Alt, 120ft. Length 200ft. 

This cave is situated in a sandstone outcrop l½ miles south west of the village of Portbury. It 

consists of a series of mined passages and chambers. The farmer has boarded up the entrance to 

protect his cattle and therefore care must be taken to avoid leaving the entrance open. 

A horizontal entrance passage, average height 4ft., leads to a crawl underneath the two large 

fallen boulders. On the other side a low, flat chamber leads to low passages and to another 

chamber the floor of which is covered with boulders. Crawls and low passages form the rest of 

the cave with a blocked exit to the north east. At one point in the roof where the sandstone has 

been excavated is a stalagmite floor, complete with formations. The shattered roof, pools of 

water and red mud make the cave a collector’s piece. As an added attraction the cave is 

inhabited by Badger. Proof of this was found when fresh faeces were discovered on a recent trip. 

The cave is naturally named after its inhabitants. 

Permission must be obtained from Stratton Farm, NGR ST. 478/742, to visit this cave. 

 

Hanham Mines 

These two mines are situated in a quarry, NGR ST. 639/706, at the end of Castle Farm Road, 

Hanham, about 130 yards from the River Avon. Unfortunately when last visited (July 1963) 

they were found to be buried beneath 70ft. of tipped debris. The quarry can only be traced with 

difficulty as there is now a field in its place. The mines were probably quarried for building 

stone. 

 

Rotunda Mine Length 150ft. Alt. 80ft. 

This is on the north side of the quarry and has only one chamber, 20ft. high and 100ft. in 

diameter, with a black earth floor which slopes towards the north. It contained a Jackdaw’s Nest. 

 

Waterfall Mine Length 300ft. Alt. 50ft. 

Situated opposite Rotunda Mine on the south side of the quarry. The entrance consisted of a 

long chamber, 100ft. wide and 30ft. deep, and 13ft. high, with supporting pillars of bedrock at 

30ft. intervals. This entrance chamber is flooded to a depth of 3ft. with the bones of a cow lying 

at the bottom of the lake. In the south west corner of this chamber is a 10ft. high waterfall and a 

stream passage leading off. It is a great pity that the entrance to this mine is covered as running 

water in artificial surroundings is comparatively unique. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

"Sir, 

Quaking House Cave, Milverton, yet again 

 

Following the information given in two recent issues of your excellent Journal (l), (2), six 

members of the Shepton Mallet Caving Club visited the cave in July 1963 for the Mendip Cave 

Registry. It was thought that the points given below might be of interest, and help to give a more 

complete picture. 

 

(a) The point marked "D" on the simplified version of Bryant's survey (l) is in fact a low passage 

connecting with the main cave at 216122 (reading the grid on the large survey in a similar 

manner to that used for grid references on Ordnance Survey maps). I do not have the pleasure of 

knowing Charles Bryant and therefore have no idea of his girth, but can only assume that an 

excess of this caused the connection to be missed from both sides. The survey, and the article, 

give the roof height as five inches but as we were able to pass through without undue difficulty I 

would give the connection a minimum height of seven inches. It is possible that "Der 

Fledermausfanger" dug this passage out as he states (2) that he had an entrenching tool with 

him, but as mention is not made of the connection this seems to be unlikely; nor was there any 

sign of debris from such a dig. Obviously this connection with the remainder of the cave 

explains the draught mentioned by Bryant. 

 

(b) Although my measurements are only from memory (i.e. C.R.G. Grade I) and Grade IV has 

been claimed for the survey, none of our party can reconcile ourselves to the dimensions of the 

'Lake' at the eastern end of Stal Avenue. Our recollection is that the name 'Lake' is a very 

grandiose term for a pool - when we visited the cave about six feet long by three feet wide. (I am 

willing to provide, at an exorbitant price, a copy of a transparency which adds weight to our 

figures). In fact I don't remember the passage being as wide as the ten feet shown on the survey 

for the 'Lake'. 

 

(c) Only one bat was noticed in the cave. This was noticed in the passage parallel to, and north 

of, Stal Avenue and while it was not examined was probably a Lesser Horseshoe from its 

general dimensions. 

 

(d) I do not know whether the club concerned is touchy or not but the "discovery" of the cave 

was published by the East Devon Caving Group, not Speleological Society, in their Newsletter 

(3); this note was reprinted in the British Caver (4). 

 

(e) Although the E.D.C.G. may have "discovered" the cave independently, it cannot be classed 

as a true discovery, even for cavers, because, if nothing else, there is a reference to its location 

in a much earlier Wessex Cave Club Journal (5). 

 

(f) To save any possible embarrassment, the Manager of Milverton Stud Farm is no longer Mr. 

P. Compton. 
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Hoping that at least some of this information might be of some interest to someone at some 

time. 

Yours, 

Bryan Ellis 
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The following letter, from W.E. Clarke, appeared in the June 1963 issue of the South Wales 

Caving Club Newsletter (No. 44) and is reprinted by kind permission of the S.W.C.C. 

 

"The Accuracy of a Cave Survey, Denis Warburton, 

Wessex Cave Club Journal No.89 

 

A gentleman who had the misfortune to have to teach me something about surveying once 

devoted a long lecture to methods of correcting one's observations for the effects of temperature, 

refraction, altitude, humidity, gin and what not. Finally, he said, you tot up all the plus items and 

all the minus items, take out the nett result and do the opposite. Judging by the conclusions of 

Denis Warburton's article he was not far wrong. 

 

This useful article subjects the current notions of grading cave surveys to a detailed examination 

which leads to some very striking conclusions and recommendations. The first part of the article 

is devoted to a discussion of the degrees of accuracy to be expected of various instruments and 

goes into the question of determining the local magnetic anomaly, and calibrating the compass. 

This section should be taken to heart by all cave surveyors. 

 

The burden of the next section seems to be that the C.R.G. system of grading surveys for 

accuracy is out of touch with the realities of cave surveying in practice and that a radically new 

approach is required. Warburton uses an ingenious argument based on theoretical grounds to 

demonstrate that the accuracy to be expected does not vary greatly as between the top three or 

four grades of the C.R.G. system when certain practical difficulties are taken into account. He 

then applies his argument to a number of surveys whose accuracy can be checked by 

considering the errors in closing loops, and draws some further morals. This detailed 

investigation has clearly involved a great deal of work and it would be unfair to try to 

summarise it here. The final section deals with standards of passage detail; one can scarcely 

quarrel with his remarks on this. 
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The moral, therefore, that one would draw from Warburton's work is that the present C.R.G. 

grading could well be scrapped. The three top grades should be amalgamated and surveys 

designated by a two-symbol grade, the first symbol indicating the Metrical Accuracy claimed 

and the second the amount of detail included. This may be going further than he intended but it 

seems a logical conclusion. 

 

Ingenious though they are, these arguments do not carry conviction in the form in which they 

are presented. I found the calculations difficult to follow in their abbreviated presentation; 

perhaps it would be too much to expect a full treatment in a caving Journal, but they could have 

been expanded a little. More serious are the arbitrary assumptions underlying part of the 

argument, particularly the figures in tables 1 & 2. An odd inconsistency occurs in the 

presentation of the figures in table 3; these figures provide an experimental verification of the 

argument; yet although the author has taken exception to the practice of downgrading surveys, 

table 3 includes one or two surveys which have been downgraded and may contain more than 

these. 

 

The effect of this needs to be taken into account. The position is also confused by a re-definition 

for the purpose of the article of 'Grade 4'. It would have been better to have left that bit out. 

Finally one feels that some psychological factors have been overlooked. In particular, many 

good surveys may have been produced by people who originally had it in mind to produce a 

higher grade, but preferred not to claim too much. Perhaps, the existence of grades 6 and 7 

keeps up the overall quality of cave surveys. 

 

The C.R.G. system of grading has been an excellent foundation stone for cave survey, but there 

is no doubt that it needs revising in the light of developments since it was published. In 

particular the idea of grading might be radically altered by the more general use of the method 

developed by Birchenough and Jones. Although the methods are open to criticism this work of 

Warburton is the most original and valuable contribution to cave survey literature for some time. 

It must be read by anyone who takes an interest in the subject." 

 

 

 

"Sir, 

 

Jim Hanwell has drawn and extrapolated a straight line on his log graph of membership giving a 

membership of 400 in 1970. However, if 1946 membership is ignored as being close to war 

years, a rising curved-curve can be plotted, with all of Jim's dots very nicely balanced, showing 

that membership in 1970 will be 800. And, in 1984, it will be - let me see - about 1,000,000. 

 

Dennis Kemp" 
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"Sir, 

 

I read the article on Knots for Caving in the current Journal with great interest and general 

agreement. However, horrified by the statement that nylon rope loses nearly half its strength 

when wet I looked into the matter on a recent visit to Wales. 

 

A catalogue of Messrs. Marlow, who make ropes of all materials for yachts gives the loss of 

strength of saturated nylon as 10%. The dry strength of 1½" rope (just bigger than No. 4) was 

quoted as 44½ cwt, so that even when saturated the breaking strain would be two tons. 

 

If a sling clipped together with a carabiner is used, the lifeline should never be attached to the 

carabiner because if it is, and the sling is really tight, there is the danger of the pull coming 

sideways on to the gate with almost certain failure. 

 

Another point is that the waist length or sling must be really tight to stop it slipping up to the 

chest when (or if) the wearer's weight comes on to the lifeline. I have been told that if this 

happens one will suffocate in five minutes or so. Fatalities due to this have happened in rock-

climbing, though much less likely in caving. 

Yours sincerely, 

P.B. Lawder " 

"Sir, 

 

May I take this opportunity to take part in the present controversy concerning climbing 

techniques. First of all let me make it quite clear that Bob Pyke and I have more or less the same 

views on abseiling, Peck's and P.A. Descendeurs. However, may I take a few points from J. 

Johnson's letter, WessexJ ournal September 1963. 

 

Surely it is far more desirable for "new boys" to master ladder climbing than to fiddle and 

experiment with "revolutionary new gadgets". It is all very well to save time on a ladder pitch 

by each individual descending with the aid of a "Peck", but unfortunately if these persons are 

unable to climb back up the ladder correctly then perhaps we may have a party of keen cavers 

falling off the ladder on top of each other. 

 

It is also possible to save time with a large party by advance planning and laddering. Would it 

not be better then for us all to improve our techniques of ladder climbing and life-lining. One 

has only to watch a fair sized party of cavers using Lamb Leer pitch to appreciate the diversity 

of ladder climbing techniques. 

 

As for "a new trick" on the Mendips, can anyone honestly wish to replace ladder climbing with 

the impersonal methods of sliding down a rope? Has Mr. Johnson never experienced the caress 

of the wire and alloy? Has he never experienced the sweet curve of the ladder when climbing the 

40 foot or the gentle swing of the ladder down Eastwater? Ladder men of the Club unite and let 

us once and for all clear away the evils of abseiling. 

Yours faithfully, 

Paul L. Weston " 
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FILMING IN COLOUR UNDERGROUND 

 

Maurice Hewins 

 

When we made our black and white film in Swildon’s in 1961/62 we had believed that making 

such a film in colour would prove too difficult. Two later developments, however, caused us to 

change our minds. Firstly we discovered that the system of operating theatre lamps in photo 

flood reflectors was grossly inefficient, and secondly Kodak released Kodachrome IIA in 8mm 

film. Kodachrome IIA has a speed of 40 A.S.A. to tungsten. The trouble with the lamps was (a) 

that the reflection surfaces scattered the light over a larger area than was needed and (b) the 

bulbs were very fragile and were constantly breaking. We began to examine other forms of 

lighting. 

 

Following a suggestion from John Hooper we carried out a series of experiments with standard 

sealed-beam unit car headlamps, and found that over a small area at least we were getting light 

readings substantially higher than those with our old system. Before we had perfected this 

system, however, an advertisement appeared in "’Exchange and Mart" by Proops Bros, offering 

150W 25V sealed unit spot lamps at 7/6 d. each. We obtained several of these and they proved 

to be the answer. Two of these lamps, powered by our original supply of 4 x 6V. 12 amp hour 

motor cycle batteries gave us readings corresponding to apparatus of f.1.9 - f.4 at 40 A.S.A. and 

16 F.P.S. at distances of up to 60 ft. This warranted a try out underground. 

 

Eventually we decided to tackle a short film in Lamb Leer, partly because it was easy to carry 

the gear in and out and partly because it is dry. I had recently obtained a new camera, namely a 

Bolex B.8 with f.1.9 lens, and I was not at all keen on filling it with water. 

 

It took only 15 minutes or so to take in the gear and assemble it in the Beehive Chamber. 

Surprisingly enough everything worked first time and we quickly took 40 ft. of film "just to see 

how it looked". The only snag that we found was that the angle of lamp beam was far narrower 

than the angle of camera lens. This meant that it was necessary to have the camera much nearer 

the subject than the lamps. This ruled out the usual arrangement of mounting lamp and camera 

on the same holder. Even so, some of these first pictures tended to be a well-lit circle in a 

background of darkness - not that this is always a bad thing. 

 

Following this first trip we returned, this time to take shots of the entrance shaft and the main 

pitch as well as a few surface shots. The whole thing has now been edited and a synchronised 

tape sound track made. 

 

With film making the editing can be as interesting as actually shooting the film. All too often it 

is at this stage that one first notices errors in continuity. How often, for example, does a caver 

wear exactly the same clothing on several trips? It is not really time that just because no one 

notices that a caver changes into a new boiler suit in Barnes Loop it doesn’t matter. 
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We have proved that our relatively simple and lightweight apparatus will enable us to take 

colour film in most Mendip caves. The technical problems are more or less overcome. It is for 

others to decide whether we have overcome the artistic ones. 

 

At the moment our team has started a more ambitious film in Swildon’s, which will run for 30 

minutes and should be completed by the end of the year. 

 

I would sincerely like to thank all those people who have helped as sherpas on these films, 

particularly Terry Hall, Dave King, John Thomas, Vic Bennett and Keith O’Mahoney,  

 

 

15 YEARS AGO "Taperer" 

 

The following are extracts from the Secretary's Report for 1947/48 (Mr. F.W. Frost). 

 

"1947/48 was the 14th year of the Club's existence, the inaugural meeting being held on 

September 29th 1934. It is of interest to note that we have still with us three of the founder 

members, namely Hywel Murrell, Wyndham Harris and Jack Duck (still members in 1963). Our 

membership now stands at 125. 

 

"Messrs. Dolphin, Low and Lawder continued to dig the main swallet at Hillgrove, but this was 

finally abandoned in the late summer. The shaft that was sunk was probably the deepest made 

on Mendip in search of a cave since the time in the late '80's when a reward was offered for the 

re-discovery of Lamb Leer. The London Group has continued it's work at Lamb Leer, and 

Hywel Murrell reports that the dig now appears to be very promising. 

 

"The coming year will see Mr. H.E. Balch reaching his 80th birthday. We are indeed honoured 

to have him as our President. 

 

"The committee has decided that there shall be a "free for all dig" at Barrow Rake. " (This dig 

was defeated by the depth of clay and unfortunately the depression has now been completely 

filled in owing to danger to cattle - Taperer 1963). 

 

 

 

 

Tony Oldham is running a trip to Jugoslavia and Austria about September, 1964. Any interested 

members may contact him at 43 Ashley Hill, Bristol 6. 
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REPORT ON THIRD CONFERENCE OF CAVE RESCUE ORGANISATIONS 

 

T. Charles Bryant 

 

This Conference was held at Brecon on 28th/29th September. All Rescue Organisations in the 

country (except the small group at Belfast) were represented. About 50 people attended, 

including half a dozen Wessex members and two senior Police Officers. 

 

The business, session, on Saturday afternoon, opened with an analysis by Dr. Rob Williams of 

reported cave accidents during the years 1910-1961 which showed that falls due to the non-use 

of lifelines were a serious cause for concern. Those present expressed the view very strongly 

that lifelines should be used by all cavers on all pitches as an example to novices. Equipment 

failure was a common cause of disaster and the high peak of accidents in the spring suggested 

that Clubs do not overhaul their tackle before the commencement of each season. Discussion 

followed on rope testing and whether abseiling was a permissible caving technique. No firm 

conclusions were reached. 

 

A long discussion then arose on what could be done to effect rescue from an Irish Cave. 

Arrangements are in hand to record details of parties visiting Ireland and to inform them of other 

visiting parties in the country. This is a particularly useful service and is being arranged by 

Brian Boardman. Parties visiting Ireland for caving are asked to inform either him or the Hon. 

Sec. of the Mendip Rescue Organisation. The Police at Settle are also to be kept informed. It 

was suggested that, on arrival, the party should contact the Irish Police. In the event of an 

accident the remainder of the visitors would have to effect rescue, assisted by the small group at 

Belfast. This group’s knowledge of rescue techniques is, however, scanty. In the last resort 

efforts would be made to fly some people from Northern England but this would be exceedingly 

costly and there would be considerable delay. Visiting parties might consider insuring against 

the expenses, of rescue. The Cave Rescue Organisation said that there was a small dump of 

rescue gear at Enniskillen (Co. Fermanagh, N.I.) and C.R.O. undertook to maintain this 

equipment. Dr. Lloyd, on behalf of M.R.O., undertook to establish and maintain a similar dump 

at Lisdoonvarna (Co. Clare, Irish Republic). 

 

A suggestion was made that a National Cave Rescue Organisation should be formed to co-

ordinate rescue. Some people felt that this would enable funds to be raised more easily but many 

feared the introduction of "Cave Politics" and cited attempts previously made at setting up a 

national caving body. The different conditions prevailing in different regions were also 

mentioned. 

 

Finally a report, compiled by the Yorkshire Ramblers, on an International Cave Rescue 

Conference held at Easter this year in Brussels was read. This illustrated the completely 

different approach to rescue which is held on the Continent. The description of Speleo Secours, 

resplendent in uniform and equipped with a number of vehicles in radio communication with the 

Belgian Red Cross Headquarters, seems almost unbelievable to British Cavers as there is only 

one major cave in Belgium! 
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An excellent informal dinner followed at Perry’s Restaurant just outside the city. 

 

On Sunday morning the weather was wet and visibility poor. Demonstrations were given behind 

the S.W.C.C. Headquarters at Penwyllt of shaft sinking through solid rock using standard shaft 

sinking techniques and a rapid method of blasting ditches for diverting streams. The party 

returning through the mist with a Land Rover towing the Compressor resembled a funeral party. 

(The South Wales Rescue Equipment, by the way, includes a metal coffin). 

 

After lunch the weather cleared and a demonstration of electromagnetic equipment for 

surveying was given with the transmitter in the upper part of Cwm Dwr and the receiver on the 

hillside above. Hints were dropped that further developments were in hand. 

 

The hosts from South Wales are to be congratulated on their excellent arrangements for the 

conference. 

 

 

 

 

TARBUCK KNOT 

The Editor wishes to point out that the following remark:- 

 

"…even when correctly tied because it is basically a form of slip knot." (W.C.C. Journal 91, 

Vol. 7, p. 239, 11, 26-27) 

 

did not occur in the original article by the tackle sub-committee, but was inserted by the Club 

Committee. 
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MENDIP NOTES 

 

Cave Beatle 

 

Annual Dinner 

The Dinner was held at the Cave Man Restaurant again this year. 130 sat down and were fed 

fairly successfully despite the increasing barrage towards the end of the meal. One tray of fruit 

salad was reported lost but it is uncertain if it was due to enemy action or not. A fine tower of 

bottles was built on one table and made a good target. 

 

Our Toast-Master, Oliver Lloyd, rallied the forces somewhat by proposing "The Queen", and 

the waiters and waitresses cleared as much ammunition away as they could lay hands on, David 

Willis proposed the health of the Guests, welcoming the Guest of Honour and representatives of 

other Clubs. Lionel Dingle, S.W.C.C., replied on behalf of the Guests; he told us some 

"explosive" stories and then proposed the health of the Club. Howard Kenney then replied for 

the Club and spoke of the "polite rivalry" that existed between the Clubs. He also spoke for a 

few moments on the relationships with farmers on Mendip. At present we were on fairly good 

terms with our hosts but it was beholden to us to maintain this relationship when we met them or 

used their property. David Causer was then called upon to propose the toast of "Absent Friends". 

He spoke of Jack Waddon and Mike Glenister, for the loss of these we are indeed grieved. Then 

he turned to the temporarily absent and wished them well; we seem to be fairly well spread 

around the globe, It was also regretted that our President was not with us for the festivities. Our 

Guest of Honour was then called upon to speak. Mr. Picken, Engineer to the Bristol 

Waterworks, told us that the waterworks were interested in our doings and respected the wise 

words of some of our members who had helped them with some subterranean hydrological 

problems - it is to be hoped our sages were right and that they will continue to be of assistance 

so that we may hope for continued co-operation between the Club and the Waterworks. 

 

A visit to Cox’s Cave was then put on by kind permission of the management and two parties 

were shown round by the guide. 

 

Thanks to Hywel Murrell and his family's invitation, we were entertained once again at their 

home until the early hours of the morning - unfortunately for the last time as they are leaving 

Mendip. The squeeze machine, a pair of steps, chairs and an iron bedstead gave many people 

bruises. The squeeze machine record was 6.5". One member was heard to remark "I am not 

dressed for squeezing" - however the same member was later seen emerging from under a 

blanket after shedding all sorts of garments! 

 

In Swildons 

A myth of Mendip has now been exploded. Jim Giles has cracked that psychological barrier and 

has been through a sump after trying for three years with some of the ablest cavers of the 

generation coaxing and threatening him. Clad from head to toe in neoprene, with nose clip and 

all he steamed through like a torpedo. The Club trip to Swildons gave many of the younger 

members an opportunity for their first trip to Swildons II as well. 
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With about 30 starters many parts of the system were covered. Unfortunately we bottle-necked 

with other large parties at the 40' and this meant a long wait for some. 

 

Incidentally, during September a new round trip in Swildons was made for the first time 

involving two ladder pitches - 35' and 50'. It is up the Swynne-Puke passage and down two 

pitches into Shatter Pot; the second one is quite a fine pitch when you have got on to it. Oh, yes, 

there is another ladder needed to get up out of Shatter Pot. 

 

Stoke Lane - and the rats. 

On October 12th Steve Wynne Roberts, supported by Fred Davies, entered Stoke Lane V via a 

60' long and difficult sump. The passage entered was "small and dingy" but does shorten the 

distance to St. Dunstan's Well! 

Stoke Lane Slocker is, however, temporarily closed. Oliver Lloyd went there shortly after the 

Dinner and picked up Weil's disease. This disease is carried by rats which have been encouraged 

by the sewage going into the stream from some unknown source. Oliver has been quite poorly 

but we understand that he is now on the mend, although it may be some months before he is 

back in full caving form. A thought occurs - does he keep grapes and flowers in his spares bag 

whilst he is in hospital? It is hoped that Stoke Lane will soon be declared safe again, we've got 

Bristol Waterworks on our side! 

 

Rescues 

There have been two rescues in Swildons recently. On October 30th a young fellow was given a 

hand up the 40' after getting rather tired, and on November 17th the rain came down in 

bucketsfull and the cave was flooded. Two parties wisely decided to sit it out and wait for the 

water to subside. On neither occasion was there any harm done and they served well to keep the 

M.R.O. up to scratch - this is, however, not by way of excusing those who, with a little more 

care and forethought, could save dragging others away from their homes or even their beer. 

 

Prospects in Balch's Cave 

I understand that our tame prophets, Derek Ford and Willie Stanton, were taken on a stooge trip 

round Balch's Cave when they were in this country last summer. Their guide was Fred Davies 

who is an unbeliever; his creed is "caves is where you find 'em", and he has certainly proved his 

point in Swildon's and Stoke Lane. However, he did not seem perturbed by the geologists' 

provisional conclusions, which were roughly as follows: 

 

Balch's is rather like Stoke Lane II would be if the stream sank to a lower level. There is an 

upper series of large, rather aimlessly distributed phreatic chambers, a middle series consisting 

of a well-defined scalloped dry streamway, probably vadose in part, and an immature lower 

series occupied by the present stream which until recently was phreatic. 
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The active streamway with its small dimensions and sumps every few yards is not at all 

promising, and as at Stoke Lane it is not easy to say where the high-level chambers should have 

their continuation. But the dry streamway is unambiguous; it emerges in Pool Chamber below 

the rope ladder climb (where it is blocked by the great stal flow) and follows Pool Passage down 

to where it is closed by some fine gours that build up nearly to roof level. This is the obvious 

place to excavate as (unless a by-pass can be found) the upstream end looks hopeless. 

 

 

An Aphorism for Wet Suit Cavers 

 

A bit of talcum 

Is always walcum. 

Ogden Nash. 

 

 

BOOK REVIEWS 

 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL SPELAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

VOL. 10. NO. 1. 1962-3 77 pp, 7 pl., plans & illust. 

"(Obtainable from Hon. Treasurer, U.B.S.S., Bristol 8, price 15/-) 

 

By far the longest paper in this year's Proceedings is Dr. Tratman's "Hydrology of the 

Burrington Area, Somerset". This paper will be of considerable interest to the caving world as it 

contains details of recent findings concerning the subterranean waters of Burrington. One of the 

surprises is that water from East Twin Swallet flows to Langford and not to Rickford as one 

would suppose. The results of other fluorescein tests are also given. 

 

The Caves of Eire are well represented by two papers: "Poulomega" by Dr. Lloyd, and "Vigo 

Cave and Neighbouring Potholes" by D.P.S. Hobbs and F.H. Nicholson. 

 

The discoveries in G.B. for the last decade are presented by E.V. Gilbert. Full page plates of 

helictites in the Ladder Dig are included. 

 

The Archaeological side of the Society's work also has a mention with Cave Lion from 

Goatchurch Cavern, additions to Pleistocene Fauna from Sun Hole and a past excavation at 

Burrington Camp. 

 

Three short archaeological papers are included; "Roman Coins from Blaise Castle" by G.C. 

Boon, and "Maes Knoll Camp, Dundry, Somerset" Part 1 'Trial Excavations 1958' by P.A. Rahtz 

and K.J. Barton and Part 2 'The Iron Age Defences and Wansdyke' by Dr. E.K. Tratman. 

 

The caving bias of this year's Proceedings will make it a popular issue. 

A.D.O. 
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THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE OXFORD UNIVERSITY CAVE CLUB, No. l & No. 2, 1962-3 

Obl. 8vo., plans, sections,.illus. 

(Obtainable from G. Stevens, Pembroke College, Oxford, at 2s.6d. p.f. each) 

 

The first two issues of this new publication contain a variety of readable articles. Size for size it 

is likely to be of more use to cavers than many other club publications. Explorations in 1961 and 

1962 of some caves in northern Spain are described among long informal accounts of the 

'holiday' side of the expeditions. Small new caves and extensions in northern England and in 

Devon are described in some detail; two of the accompanying plans are only to Grade II and the 

standard of the Aygill Cave survey is not stated. "A Short Guide to Bullpot of the Witches" is of 

particular value, for to the best of my knowledge there is no other published description in 

similar detail. It should be followed up by publication of a survey. The general account of 

Dunald Mill Hole is similarly useful for reference, but the historical introduction is seriously 

incomplete. It omits all reference to Smith's detailed study and survey published in 1890. The 

reprint of an 18th century description of this cave is badly edited, with the book attributed to the 

wrong author and with no attempt made to identify the author of the actual description. 

 

This is a publication worth subscribing to but it has not yet reached the standard to be expected 

from a university club. The production is generally good, though I find that the binding (of 

number 1 especially) is disintegrating rapidly. 

T.R.S. 

 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BRITISH BORNEO GEOLOGICAL CONFERENCE 1961 

Kuching, Geological Survey Department, 1963 

4to, 204p.) maps, plans, illus. 

(Obtainable from the Geological Survey Office, Kuching, Sarawak, at l4s.0d.) 

 

Two of the eleven papers in this volume deal with cave regions. The author of 'Limestone Cave 

Formation in Sarawak and North Borneo' is Dr. G.E. Wilford, a member of the Cave Research 

Group, He describes local examples of well-known features of phreatic cave formation and 

concludes that the caves of this area were formed mainly beneath the water table. The paper is 

well illustrated with photographs and sketch plans of six caves. Another paper describes two 

small limestone areas about 35 miles from Tawau in the Semporna Peninsula of North Borneo. 

Mount Madai does in fact contain some 25 caves and there are many others in Mount Baturong, 

but only two small-scale plans are given. 

T.R.S. 

 

TEN YEARS UNDER THE EARTH by Norbert Casteret 

240 p., 7 pl. & ill., 2 maps. 

(pub, J.M. Dent & Sons Ltd., London, October 1963 in Aldine Paperbacks series, 7/-) 

 

A rather disappointing reprint with only eight additional pages of information. Casteret still 

persists that bats ringed in France migrate to Japan in the winter (p. 203). A much better buy is 

the 1939 edition with 28 plates. Secondhand copies are still available at about 5/-! 

A.D.O. 
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SPELEO DIGEST (FOR 1961) National Speleological Society. U.S.A., 1963 

4to., 436p., maps, plans, sections, illus., indexes, bibliogs., about £1.15.0. 

 

The Speleo Digest reprints the more worthwhile articles from the publications of local groups 

within the National Speleological Society, making them more widely available. Some 29 local 

periodicals are represented in the present issue and there are also items from Australia and South 

Africa. Half the volume is occupied by more than 130 descriptions of individual caves (or new 

sections of caves) illustrated by over 80 plans, many of them folding ones. Other subjects 

include regional geological reports, the use of radioactive tracers in underground water (less 

easily removed than dyes), cave meteorology, foul air in caves, prusik knots, cave lighting and 

home-made surveying apparatus. Pages 43 to 44 of section I are not present in the reviewer's 

copy but it is not yet known if this leaf was ever published. 

T.R.S. 

 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BRITISH SPELEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION. PAPERS 

PRESENTED TO THE ANNUAL COEIERENCE, No. 1, AUGUST 1963 

4to., 94p., maps, plans, sections, illus., 15s.0d. p.f. 

(Obtainable from the British Speleological Association, Duke Street, Settle, Yorkshire) 

 

The first issue of a new publication by a national association is worthy of a detailed review 

whether it be good or bad. The quality of the papers in these Proceedings is too uneven for it to 

be either, but there is much good material among the rest. The standard of printing and 

production is high, though the letterpress is duplicated. 

 

Frank Atkinson of Bowes Museum contributes a thought-provoking paper on some aspects of 

the formation of the caves in Craven. He develops his theory from Wager's suggestion that the 

limestone jointing in this area is the result of movements associated with the Craven fault. He 

argues that collapse between close-bunched fracture joints can account for the formation of very 

large chambers. Part of the argument depends on different arrangement of the joint systems 

above and below a given shale bed; this is theoretically possible but evidence to support it 

would be interesting. Atkinson affirms that the Craven caves were formed by the action of 

vadose water but he does not adequately explain the typical T-shaped passage section, which 

cannot always result entirely from a washed out shale bed. 

 

Jenkins's paper on Agen Allwedd and its neighbourhood is a detailed study of some aspects, of 

the geology. 

 

Dr. Lord describes a portable apparatus which can be used either for speech communication 

underground or for determining distance and bearing through rock. Magnetic induction 

transmission does not suffer attenuation in rock and there is no legal restriction on its use as 

there is for radio. The device has been proven underground and clear speech has been 

transmitted in both directions between a passage in Agen Allwedd and the surface of the moor 

500 feet above. For surveying, the device could be used to locate particular points in a cave 

without the delay of a full survey, or to check the positions of certain key points in a survey 

where no closed traverse is possible. Trials in a disused lead mine, working between the surface 
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and a passage known to be 200 feet down, showed that the depth could be measured within 

about 10% and the horizontal position determined with an accuracy equal to about 2% of the 

depth. 

 

Two papers deal with the history of lead mines in Swaledale and in North Wales. In both these 

areas large scale mining continued later than in Mendip and was developed far further. Many of 

the shafts and levels can still be explored. 

 

Pill has already published an account of his archaeological work in the Hartle Dale caves 

(Derbyshire) but the present paper describes some new ground. 

 

Dr. Sutcliffe's general account of the Pengelly Cave Research Centre at Buckfastleigh makes 

more accessible the information already published in local newsletters. 

 

Gill's short 'paper' on the Stump Cross show caves is nothing more than an advertisement with 

errors. 

T.R.S. 

 

 

MENDIP NATURE RESEARCH COMMITTEE JOURNAL Vol. l No.2 July 1963 

30pp., duplicated quarto. 

(Obtainable from; P. Romford, 71 Wharnecliffe Gardens, Wells Road, Bristol 4, price 3/6d. p.f.) 

 

The opening article in this second Journal concerns "The Risk of Asphyxiation due to the use of 

Carbide Lamps" in a confined space. 

 

The main article is on "Box Mines", near Bath. The description of how the stone is removed is 

rather vague, illustrations would have been useful. The diagram of the Cathedral Chamber 

could, at the best, be described as C.R.G. Grade 0 (drawn from memory from someone else's 

description). No survey of Box 'A' is included, yet this is one of the most important parts of the 

working, but the survey of the smaller Box 'B' is included. The C.R.G. Grading for the surveys 

is very misleading. To claim Grade 4 for an astrocompass survey is rather optimistic, whilst 

Grade 1 for a prismatic compass and tape survey is a gross understatement to say the least. 

 

Knee continues his series of Geological articles. This one is entitled "Concerning Cave 

Formation in the Mendips". 

 

The Journal is concluded with an article on the latest developments in the "Vicarage Passage 

Dig, Swildon's Hole". 

 

Apart from the odd orthographical and grammatical error this is an excellent publication. 

 

A.D.O. 
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INTERNATIONALE BIBLIOGRAPHIE FUR SPEIAOLOGIE JAHR 1956 by H. Trimmel 

8vo., 126 p., bibliogs., £1.0.0. p.f. 

(Obtainable from Landesverein fur Hohlenkunde, Wien II, Obere Donaustrasse 99, Austria) 

 

The latest volume of this cave bibliography is larger than its predecessors and lists 1870 items, 

most of them published in 1956. The bibliography on cards, now produced in Paris, had not 

started publication in that year and in any case Trimmel's work is more extensive and classified 

in much greater detail. 

T.R.S. 

 

MICHEL SIFFRE, HORS DU TEMPS. EXPERIENCE DU 16 JUILLET 1962 AU FOND DU 

GOUFFRE DE SCARASSON PAR CELUI QUI L'A VECUE 

311p., 14 sketches, 36 photographs. Rene Julliard, 30 et 34 rue de l'Universite, Paris. 1963. 

 

I expect that, by now, most cavers have heard or read of M. Siffre's 60 day vigil in the Cave of 

Scarasson. (Ref. W.C.C. Journal No. 90, pp. 208-211). This book is a first hand account of M. 

Siffre's underground stay, and although of principal interest to Speleologists is also of interest to 

Psychologists and Physiologists. 

A.D.O. 

 

CAVES AND THEIR MYSTERIES by James E. McClurg 

(A Whitman Learn About Book, published by Whitman Pub. Co., U.S.A. 1962). 

59 p., many illus. in colour. (Obtainable from Boot's, the Chemists, price 3/6d.) 

This is an extremely well written and informative book, suitable for the budding young caver of 

6 to 9 years of age. It has been written by an American for American children and therefore 

most of the places referred to are in America. The book is extremely well illustrated in colour, 

and gives explanations of all usual caving terms as well as a few obscure American ones. It 

explains the formation of caves, cave exploration, the different forms of cave life and the uses to 

which caves have been put during the past. There is also a helpful section dealing with Safety 

Rules for Cavers, making this an interesting book which I would recommend as a good 

"Stocking Filler" for the aspiring young caver, now that the festive season is nearly here. 

Anne Court 

 

THE SHROPSHIRE MINING CLUB YEAR BOOK 1962-63. 38pp, plans, etc. 

(Obtainable from the Editor, D.R. Adams, "Beech Mount", Station Road, Newport, Salop. Price 

8/- Post Free) 

This is the second Year Book of a Club that is now two years old. Although they have a small 

membership this has been easily compensated for by the keenness of its members. As the name 

of the Club suggests, they are primarily interested in Mines and Mining and the Year Book is a 

log of their expeditions. One very useful point is that they have included the National Grid 

References of all the nines and caves visited, a point that many older Clubs could benefit from, 

for all too often one reads caving accounts only to find that they are practically useless because 

one cannot locate them in the field. This book is a must for those people who are interested in 

the caves and mines of North Wales. 

A.D.O. 
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INDEX TO VOLUME VII 

 

Compiled by Trevor Shaw 



 

 

WESSEX CAVE CLUB JOURNAL 

INDEX TO VOL. 7 (NOS. 83-92) 1962-1963 

 

Accidents; see Rescues. 

Agen Allwedd: 146-7, 188-190; 

visit, 1961: 9; 

visit, 1962: 47, 183. 

Allen, G.M. "Bats" reviewed: 194. 

American Caves: 45-7. 

Annexe, The: 199. 

Annual Dinner, 1962: 129-30; 

1963: 294. 

Annual General Meeting, 1962: 116-22; 

1963: 264-70. 

Aquarium Cave: 154, 199. 

Archaeology, excavation at Hay Wood Shelter: 26; 

remains in Priddy Green dig: 50-1; 

remains in Swildons Hole: 49-50, 72; 

see also: Paintings. 

Asham Wood Cave: 152. 

Ashwick Grove Risings: 199. 

Asthma, cured in cave: 44. 

Atkinson, T., on French caves: 271-3. 

Audit, 1961-2: 122; 

1962-3: 267. 

August Hole. 41, 72-3; 

see also: Charterhouse Caving Committee. 

Aveline's Hole: 199. 

 

Backwell Cave: 152. 

Badge, Wessex Cave Club: 8, 29, 58, 114-5. 

Badger Cave (Portbury): 284. 

Badger Hole: 149, 152, 199. 

Baker's Pit (Devon): 235. 

Balance Sheet, 1961-2: after 122; 

1962-3: after 264. 

Balch's Cave: 19, 295-6. 

Balcombe's Hole: see Waldegrave Swallet. 

Banwell Bone Cave: 152. 

Banwell Ochre Cave: 152. 

Barr, T.C., "Caves of Tennessee" reviewed: 55. 

Barrington, N., additions to "The Caves of Mendip" (1962): 151-5, 199-207; 

"The Caves of Mendip" (1962) reviewed: 136-7. 

Bat Den: 282. 

Bath Swallet: 152, 200. 

Bats, in Lamb Leer: 184; 

bones in Swildons Hole: 183-4, 244; 

books on: 54-5, 140, 194. 

Baures, J., "Merveilles souterraines" reviewed: 137. 

Beaker Swallet: 200. 

 

 

- 301 - 



 

 

Bennetts Choice: 152. 

Berger, Gouffre: 242. 

Biddlecombe Mine: 200. 

Biddlecombe Rift Cave: 200. 

Binegar Bottom Slocker: 200. 

Blackfield Hole: 200. 

Blackmoor Swallet: 200. 

Black Quarrs Caves (Gloucs.): 97-8, 123, 150-1, 249. 

Black Rock Quarry Caves (Bristol): 37. 

Blaise Castle Estate Caves: 278. 

Bleadon Cave: 200. 

Boat Cave (Bristol): 38. 

Bog Hole: 200. 

Book reviews, "Annales de Speleologie, 17, No-l": 138; 

"Australian Cave Fauna": 217; 

"Aventures sous terre, 1, Flambeau au poing": 136; 

"Aventures sous terre, 2, Abimes et cavernes": 218; 

"Aventures sous terre, 3, Profondeurs": 218; 

"Bats": 194; 

"British Caver, 35": 55; 

"British Caver, 36": 138; 

"British Caver, 37": 194; 

"British Caver, 38": 259; 

"British Caving" (1962): 55-6; 

"Cave Diving Group Review for 1961": 80; 

"Cave Science, 4, No. 32": 139; 

"Cave Science, 5, No. 33": 260; 

"Caves and their Mysteries": 300; 

"Caves of France and Northern Spain": 137; 

"Caves of Mendip" (1962): 136-7; 

"Caves of Tennessee": 55; 

"Caving, Autumn 1962": 194, 218; 

"Caving, Spring 1963": 260; 

"Caving, Winter 1963": 218; 

"Exploring American Caves" (1962): 218; 

"Grottes de Roumanie": 26; 

"Hors du temps": 300; 

"Horseshoe Bats": 54-5; 

"Internationale Bibliographie fur spelaologie, Jahr 1956"; 299; 

"Journal White Rose Pothole Club, 1": 136; 

"Life and Death Underground": 259; 

"Lost Pothole, The": 218; 

"Manufacture of Lightweight Caving Ladders": 140; 

"Memoires d'une chauve-souris": 140; 

"Mendip Nature Research Committee Journal, 1, No.1": 162; 

"Mendip Nature Research Committee Journal, 1, No.2": 299; 

"Mendip Nature Research Committee Spel. Group Report No.l": 194; 

"Merveilles souterraines": 137; 

"More Years under the Earth": 106; 

"Our Exploits at West Poley": 54; 

"Preliminary Survey Plan of St. Cuthbert's Swallet": 56; 
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"Proc. British Borneo Conference 1961": 297; 

"Proc. British Speleological Assoc., No. l": 298-9; 

"Proc. Oxford University Cave Club, No. l & 2": 297; 

"Proc. Somerset Arch. & Nat. Hist. Soc., 105": 26; 

"Proc. University of Bristol Spel. Soc., 1961-2": 217; 

"Proc. University of Bristol Spel. Soc., 1962-3": 296; 

"Report on the Investigations of Pen Park Hole": 259; 

"Second Report on St. Cuthbert's Swallet": 56; 

"Shepton Mallet Caving Club Journal No. 3": 80; 

"Shepton Mallet Caving Club Journal No. 4": 217; 

"Shepton Mallet Caving Club Journal No. 5": 260; 

"Shropshire Mining Club Yearbook 1962-3": 300; 

"Some Smaller Mendip Caves, 2": 138; 

"Speleo Digest (for 1959)": 26; 

"Speleo Digest (for 1960)": 138-9; 

"Speleo Digest (for 1961)": 298; 

"Spelunca Bull. l": 106; 

"Ten Years under the Earth" (1963): 297; 

"Wire Rope Splicing": 139. 

Bottlehead Slocker: 201. 

Box Hill Freestone Mines (Wilts.): 99-100. 

Bracelet Cave: 152. 

Bristol, caves and mines of district: 33-8, 278-85. 

Browne's Hole: 201. 

Bryant, T.C., on Agen Allwedd: 47; 

on Black Quarrs Caves: 97-8, 150-1; 

on Climbing Techniques: 160-2, 213; 

on Hutton Cave: 22-5; 

on Quaking House Cave: 131-3; 

on Water Divining: 103; 

on Windsor Hill Cave: 188; 

on 3rd Conference of Cave Rescue Organisations: 292-3. 

Butcher's Cave: 278. 

 

Candles: 273. 

Canyon Cave: 152. 

Carbide: 164. 

Casteret, N., "Aventures sous terre, 1" reviewed: 136; 

"Aventures sous terre, 2 & 3" reviewed: 218; 

"Memoires d'une chauve-souris" reviewed: 140; 

"More Years Under the Earth" reviewed: 106; 

"Ten Years Under the Earth" (1963) reviewed: 297. 

Causer, D.J., on Zayei Cave (Ethiopia): 91-4. 

Cave Diving Group, Annual General Meeting, 1963: 214-5; 

in Stoke Lane: 128-9; 

in Upper Niddhead Rising: 274-5; 

"Review for 1961" reviewed: 80; 

see also: Waddon, E.J. 

Cave Rescue Organisations, 2nd Conference: 10-11; 

3rd Conference: 292-3. 

Charterhouse Caving Committee: 109, 227-9. 
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Cheddar cave system: 185-7. 

Cheddar Hole: 185-6. 

Cheddar rising: 101, 125, 249-50. 

Chelms Combe Quarry Cave: 152. 

'Cheramodytes': 6-8, 40-1, 71-3, 98-100, 128-30, 156, 182-4, 214-6, 242-5, 294-6. 

Christmas Hole: 201. 

Cine-photography: 290-1. 

Civil defence, use of caves as shelters: 7. 

Clarke, W.E, on accuracy of cave surveys: 287-8. 

'Clayfoot', on rate of progress of Mendip exploration: 103. 

'Clayhanger', on rate of progress of Mendip exploration: 127. 

Clifford's Cave (Devon): 235. 

Climbing techniques: 160-2, 190-1, 213, 245, 289. 

Clothing, protective: 182-3, 195, 215-6, 226. 

Combo Dingle Cave: 278. 

Combe Down freestone mines: 39, 99. 

Cooper's Hole: 8, 100, 152. 

Copenacre (Wiltshire), underground stores depot: 73. 

Coral Cave: 201. 

Court., A., book review: 300. 

Cow Hole, re-opened: 41, 129, 214, 251-8; see also: Secretary's Report 1962-3; 

1947 dig: 74. 

Crabtree Slip Wood Rock Shelter (Bristol): 38. 

Cross Swallet: 152-3. 

Crystal Pot: 201. 

Cuckoo Cleaves, 1947 dig: 74. 

 

Dallimore's Cave: 201. 

Davies, P., on Cave Rescue Organisations Conference: 10-11; 

on Fairy Quarry cave system: 17-19; 

on surveys of Steep Holm caves: 145; 

on Upper Niddhead Rising: 274-5; 

on Withybrook Slocker: 233-4; 

Secretary's Report, 1961-2: 112-5; 

Secretary's Report, 1962-3: (5p., separately issued lst Oct.1963), 264. 

Davis, A., on Devon caves: 67. 

Derbyshire Caving Association Speleological Congress, 1962: 157-9. 

Devon meet, 1962: 3, 67; 

1963: 235. 

Dial Quarry Cave: 153, 278. 

Dinder Wood Shelter: 201. 

Diving: see Cave Diving Group. 

Don Quixote, visit to Montesinos Cave: 12-13. 

Dowsing: see Water Divining. 

Draycott Cave: 201. 

Duck's Pot: 17-19, 202. 

Dulcote Hill Caves: 202. 

Dundry freestone mines: 281. 

 

Eastwater Cavern: 153, 202. 
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Eastwater Hut: 27, 113, 229; 

see also: Secretary's Report, 1962-3. 

Edwards, W., on Copenacre underground stores depot: 73; 

on water divining: 75-9. 

Ellis, B.M. on Quaking House Cave: 286-7; 

report on ladder construction reviewed: 140; 

reports on St. Cuthbert's Swallet reviewed: 56. 

Elm Cave: 202. 

Exploration, rate of progress on Mendip: 63-6, 103, 127. 

 

Failand Ochre Cave: see Long Ashton Ochre Mine. 

Fairman's Folly: 202. 

Fairy Cave: 18. 

Fairy Quarry Cave System: 17-19, 129, 202, 215, 261-2. 

Fairy Slatts: 202. 

Fernhill Cave: 17-18, 203. 

Flange Swallet: 153. 

'Fledermausfanger, Der', book reviews: 162, 194; 

on archaeological remains in Swildons Hole: 49-51; 

on Black Quarrs Caves: 122; 

on Derbyshire Caving Assoc., Speleological Congress 1962: 157-9; 

on Mother Ludlam's Hole: 66; 

on Quaking House Cave: 212. 

Folsom, F., "Exploring American Caves" (1962) reviewed: 218. 

Food for caving: 104-5, 141. 

Ford, D.C., on Cheddar cave system: 185-7; 

on course of Swildons Hole water: 125-7, 249-50; 

on Prusik knots: 66; 

on Swildons Hole: 14-16. 

Fordbury Bottom Cave: see Elm Cave. 

Fox Holes: 203. 

Frost, F.W., on E.J. Waddon: 111. 

 

G.B. Cavern: 153, 203; 

bats in: 184; 

rules for: 195-7; 

see also: Charterhouse Caving Committee. 

Gennvaux, Aven de: 272-3. 

Ghyston Cave (Clifton): see Giant's Cave. 

Giant's Cave (Clifton): 33-5. 

Gough's Cave: 186-7. 

Gough's Old Cave: 187. 

Greater Ochre Cave (Kings Weston): 279. 

Great Oone's Hole: 186. 

Green Ore Cave: 153. 

Growth of Club: 236-7, 268-70, 288. 

Gurney Slade Rising: 203. 

Guys Rift: 203. 

 

Hades Cave (Bristol): see Portway Cave. 

Hadies Cave (Bristol): see Portway Cave. 
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Hamilton-Smith, E., "Australian Cave Fauna...", reviewed: 217. 

Hanham Mines: 284. 

Hansdown Swallet: 153. 

Hanwell, J.D., on Growth of Club: 236-7; 

on library: 42-4. 

Hardy, T., "Our Exploits at West Poley" reviewed: 54. 

Harptree Combo Mines: 203. 

Hartcliffe Rocks Cave: 278. 

Hawker Eyrie Cave: 153. 

Hay Wood Rock Shelter, excavations at: 26, 203. 

Hell Hole (W. Virginia): 45-6. 

Hemmings, A., on Montesinos Cave: 12-13. 

Henbury Golf Course Mines: 279. 

Herbert, M.R., obituary: 216. 

Hermit's Cave: see Backwell Cave. 

Hewins, M., on cine-photography: 290-1. 

Hillgrove Hut: 57, 113; 

storage boxes: 164; 

water supply: 116, see also Secretary's Report, 1962-3. 

Hillgrove Swallet: 148-9, 191, 291. 

Hillier's Cave: 17, 203. 

History of Club, 1946-8: see 'Taperer'. 

Holwell Cave: 203. 

Holwell Rift: 203. 

Home Wood Caves: 204. 

Hooper, J.H.D., "Horseshoe Bats" reviewed: 54-5. 

Horlicks Ltd., on food underground: 104-5. 

Horseshoe Bend Rock Shelter (Bristol): 38. 

Hungary, cave in: 44. 

Hunter's Hole: 204. 

Huts, bookings: 28, 107, 113-4, 197, 261; 

fees: 27; 

fund: 118; 

insurance: 114; 

see also Eastwater Hut and Hillgrove Hut. 

Hutton Cave: 22-5, 153. 

Hywell's Cave: 153. 

 

Insurance, hut: 114; 

public liability: 227. 

Ireland: 243. 

 

Jack's Hole (Clifton): 35. 

James, J.M., on Agen Allwedd: 146-7. 

Johnny Nash's Hole: 153. 

Johnson, J.R, on climbing techniques: 248. 

Journal, complete set now at Bridgwater: 195; 

production: 1, 29, 163, see also Secretary's Report 1962-3; 

reprinting of Vol. l: 226. 

 

Kemp, D., on growth of Club: 288. 
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Kenney, C.H., on Agen Allwedd: 9; 

on Combe Down rescue: 39. 

Kings Weston Quarry Cave: 279. 

Knots: 160, 238-9, 289, 293; 

see also: Prusik knots. 

 

Ladders: see Tackle. 

Lamb Leer: 153, 184; 

filming in: 290; 

1947 dig: 74. 

Lasfons, Grotto de: 271-2. 

Lawder, Cdr. P.B., on knots: 289. 

Lesser Ochre Cave (Kings Weston): 279. 

Library: 114; 

list of lending library books: after 106 (3p.); 

list of reference books: after 56 (2p.), 88; 

missing books: 28-9; 

missing journals: 29-30, 87; 

report: 42-4, 87-8. 

Lion Cave: 154. 

Long Ashton Ochre Mine: 283. 

Longwood Cavern: 41, 72-3, 154, 182; 

see also: Charterhouse Caving Committee. 

Lovelock, J., "Life and Death Underground" reviewed: 259. 

Lower Cave (Clifton): 33. 

Loxton Quarry Cave: 204. 

Luray Caverns (W. Virginia): 46. 

 

McClurg, J.E., "Caves and their Mysteries" reviewed: 300. 

Markham, R., on Devon meet, 1963: 235. 

Maxwell, W. G. R., on Agen Allwedd: 188-190. 

Members, admission of young: 121; 

list of, 1962: 81-6; 

list of, 1963: 219-24; 

new: 2, 57, 87, 108-9, 141, 163, 197, 225, 261 

Membership cards: 116, 262. 

"Mendip Atlas, The", in preparation: 115, 117-8. 

Mendip Cave Registry: 87, 134-5. 

Mendip Caving Group, Longwood Survey: 72-3. 

Mere Head Quarry dig: 204. 

Milliers Quarry Cave: 154. 

Montesinos Cave (Spain): 12-13. 

Moody, I., on Steep Holm caves: 145. 

Morley, R.G., on accidental passing through Swildons Sump II: 60-2. 

Mother Ludlam's Hole (Surrey): 66. 

Mount Elgon (Kenya), cave paintings: 48. 

Mouse Hole (Bristol): 36. 

Mud Pot: see Twin Pot. 

Murrell, H., on Mendip Cave Registry: 134-5. 

 

Nameless Hole: 154. 
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Nettlebridge Fissures: 204. 

Niddhead Risings, Upper: 274-5. 

Nine Barrows Swallets: 204. 

Nordrach Mine: 204. 

Nottingham, medieval caves in: 11. 

 

Oakhill Swallet: 204. 

Obituary, M. R. Herbert: 216; 

Prof. L.S. Palmer: 32; 

E. Simpson: 5; 

E.J. Waddon; 111. 

Observatory Hill Cave (Clifton): 35. 

Ogof Agen Allwedd: see Agen Allwedd. 

Oldham, A.D., additions to "The Caves of Mendip" (1962): 151-5; 

book reviews: 217, 259-60, 296-7, 299-300; 

on caves and mines of Bristol district: 33-8, 278-85; 

report on M. Siffre's lecture: 208-11. 

Ore's Close Mine; 205. 

 

Paintings, in a Kenya rock shelter: 48; 

on rocks in Uganda: 20-1. 

Palmer, Prof. L.S., obituary: 32. 

Pen Park Hole: 154, 259, 280. 

Phelps, W., on Hutton Cave: 22-3. 

Philpott, R.A., on Hutton Cave: 22-5. 

Photograph Album, Club: 226. 

Pitten Street Swallet: 205. 

Pixie Grotto: 154. 

Pool Cave (Bristol): 36. 

Portway Cave (Bristol): 35-6. 

Pratchett, N., "Wire Rope Splicing" reviewed: 139. 

Priddy, subsidence at: 7. 

Pridhamsleigh Cave (Devon): 67, 235. 

Primrose Shelter: 205. 

Prusik knots: 46, 66, 160-1. 

Pyke, R., on climbing techniques: 190-1; 

on Swildons Hole, S.E. Inlet Series: 68-70. 

 

Quaking House Cave; 131-3, 205, 212, 286-7. 

 

Rabbit Den: 282. 

Read's Cavern, camping near: 142. 

Redcliffe stone mines: 280-1. 

Reed's Cave (Devon): 67. 

Rescue, Bristol teams; 88, see also Secretary's Report 1962-3; 

from Combe Down freestone mines: 39; 

from Longwood Swallet: 182; 

from Swildons Hole: 295. 

Reservoir Hole: 205. 

Reynolds, R.E., on candles: 273. 

Reynolds, T.E., on accuracy of cave surveys: 246-7. 
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Rhodamine B dye for water tracing: 149. 

River Bend House Cave (Bristol): 37-8. 

Robbers Cave: 278. 

Rodney Stoke Risings: 101-2, 124, 147-8, 249-50. 

Rod's Pot: 205. 

Rotunda Mine: 284. 

Roumania, caves in: 26. 

Rules, alteration: 119-121, 267-8. 

Rutter, J., on Hutton Cave: 23-4. 

 

St. Andrew's Wells (Bristol): 37. 

St. Cuthbert's Swallet, Sump Dig: 244. 

St. Dunstan's Well Cave: 154. 

St. Vincent's Spring (Bristol): 37. 

Sandford Hill Caves: 154. 

Sandford Levvy: 154, 205. 

Savory, J., on Black Quarr Caves: 249. 

Savory's Hole: 154. 

Saye's Hole: 186, 205. 

Scarasson, Gouffre de: 208-11. 

Schoolhouse Cave (W. Virginia): 46-7. 

Secretary's Report, 1961-2: 112-5, 116-7; 

1962-3: (5p., issued separately lst Oct. 1963), 264. 

Sell Gill Hole: 192. 

Serban, H., "Grottos de Roumanie" reviewed: 26. 

Shaw, Lt-Cdr. T.R., book reviews: 26, 54-6, 80, 106, 136-140, 217-8, 260, 297-9; 

on Montesinos Cave: 13. 

Sieveking, A. & G., "The Caves of France and Northern Spain" reviewed: 137. 

Siffre, M., "Hors du temps" reviewed: 300; 

on prolonged stay in Gouffre de Scarasson: 208-11. 

Simpson, E., obituary: 5. 

Simpson's Pot: 192-3. 

Sorbier, Avon du: 272. 

Sott Manett, Aven de: 272. 

Spider Hole: 154. 

Springfield Slocker: 206. 

Stanton, Dr. W.I., book review: 54; 

on course of Swildons Hole water: 101-2, 147-50; 

on rate of progress of Mendip exploration: 63-6. 

Staynings, R., on Devon visit: 67. 

Steep Holm, caves: 145; 

stormbound at: 98. 

Stewarts Hole: 155. 

Stocks Hole: 206. 

Stoke Lane, closed: 295; 

Stoke Lane III & IV: 128-9; 

Stoke Lane V: 295. 

Stoke Lane Quarry Cave: 155. 

Stout Slocker: 206. 

Styles, S. "The Lost Pothole" reviewed: 218. 
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Surrall, A., on Cow Hole: 251-8. 

Surveys, accuracy of: 166-181, 246-7, 287-8; 

Agen Allwedd (diagramatic): opp. 146; 

Black Quarrs Cave: opp. 97; 

Fairy Quarry cave system: opp. 18; 

Hutton Cave (c.1829): 25; 

Longwood - August Hole: 72-3; 

Mendip Cave Survey Colloquium: 276-7, see also Secretary's Report 1962-3; 

Niddhead Rising, Upper: opp. 274; 

Quaking House Cave: opp. 132, opp. 212; 

sale of: 28, 57, 108, 114, 117, 229-30, 262; 

Steep Holm caves: opp. 144; 

Swildons Hole, S.E. Inlet Series: opp. 68, opp,70; 

Swildons VI: opp. l4; 

Withybrook Slocker: opp. 234; 

Zayei Cave: opp. 92, 

Swildons Hole: 40-l, 295; 

archaeological remains: 49-51, 72; 

Bat Hole, near Shatter Passage: 183-4, 244; 

course of water from: 101-2, 123-4, 125-7, 147-50, 249-50; 

Double Trouble: 16, 155; 

filming in: 290-1; 

Maypole - Shatter Pot connection: 6; 

Shatter Passage: 15-16, 215; 

South-east Inlet Series: 68-70, 100; 

Sump I: 183, 294-5; 

Sump II: 60-2, 72; 

surveys: opp. 14, opp. 68, opp.70; 

Swildons II: 16; 

Swildons VI: 14-15; 

Swildons VII: 71; 

Swildons VIII: 71; 

Vicarage Passage: 6-7, 71, 98-9, 244-5. 

Swinsto Hole: 192-3. 

Swiss Valley Cave: 206. 

 

Tackle: 107, 114; 

colour coding: 27; 

Courlene rope: 1; 

fees: 142; 

karabiners: 240-1, 289; 

new: 1, 27, 142, 163-4; 

nylon rope: 239-40; 

withdrawal: 225, see also Secretary's Report 1962-3. 

Tankard Hole: 155, 214. 

'Taperer', 'Fifteen Years Ago...': 52-3, 74, 135, 191, 237, 291. 

Teso Rock paintings (Uganda): 20-1. 

Thomson, Dr. D.M.M., on rock paintings of Teso: 20-1. 

Thrupe Swallet: 155. 

Tie, Club: 108, 141, 163, 195; 

see also: Secretary's Report, 1962-3. 
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Toads Hole: 155. 

Tom Tiveys Hole: 155. 

Totty Pot: 242-3. 

Tratman, Prof. E.K., on course of Swildons Hole water: 123-4; 

on Prof. L.S.Palmer: 32; 

"Report on the Investigations of Pen Park Hole" reviewed: 259. 

Trimmel, H., "Internationale Bibliographie fur Spelaologie Jahr 1956" reviewed: 299. 

Triple H. Cave: 206. 

Tucker, J.H., "Some Smaller Mendip Caves, 2" reviewed: 138. 

Tupman's Hole: 215. 

Twin Cavern: 282. 

Twin Pot: 282. 

 

University of Bristol Spelaeological Society, in Ireland: 243; 

Proc. 1961-2, reviewed: 217; 

Proc. 1962-3, reviewed: 296. 

 

Vallis Quarry Cave: 207. 

Vole Hole: 207. 

 

Waddon, E.J., accident: 128, 242; 

book reviews: 26; 

fund for widow: 110, 198, 230; 

obituary: 111, 128; 

on caves at Nottingham: 11. 

Waldegrave Swallet: 147-8, 199, 242. 

Warburton, D., on accuracy of cave surveys: 166-81; 

on Fairy Quarry cave system survey: 19; 

on Withybrook Slocker survey: 234-5; 

on Yorkshire meet, 1963: 192-3. 

Water Divining: 75-9, 103, 150. 

Waterfall Mine: 284. 

Weeks, G., of Eastwater: 245. 

Wells, Dr. O.C., on West Virginia caves: 45-7. 

Weston, P.L., on climbing techniques: 289. 

White Rose Pothole Club, "Journal 1" reviewed: 136. 

White Womans Hole: 155. 

Willis, B.M., on Windsor Hill Cave: 213. 

Windsor Hill Cave: 155, 188, 213. 

Witches Cave: 283. 

Withybrook Slocker: 191, 233-5. 

Wookey Hole, source of water: 101-2, 124-6, 249. 

 

"Ye Mendypp Tales, Atty's Tayle": 95-6. 

Yorkshire, meet, 1962: 3, 40; 

meet, 1963: 144, 192-3, 214; 

Upper Niddhead Risings: 274-5. 

 

Zayei Cave (Ethiopia): 91-4. 
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