
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 



 

 

WESSEX CAVE CLUB 

 

Journal No. 91, Vol. 7. September 1963 

 

CLUB NEWS 

 

Tackle 

The Club, having withdrawn the following tackle from general Club use, invites offers on the terms 

mentioned below for 140ft. of lightweight ladder of the following specification:- 

11 cwt breaking strain side wire, tellurit eye splice and thimbles each end, lightweight alloy rungs 6" 

long, with taper pin fixing, rung spacing 10", each ladder 20ft. long with 'C' links to eye splices. 

Terms 

 

1. The tackle will be sold in its present condition and may be inspected at Hillgrove by arrangement 

with the Tackle Warden. 

2. The tackle will be sold without any warranty or condition as to fitness for any particular purpose 

whatsoever and in particular any warranty or condition which would otherwise arise under the Sale of 

Goods Act, 1893, is excluded. Neither the Wessex Cave Club nor its Officers shall be liable in 

negligence for any damage or loss resulting from the use of such tackle. 

3. Offers shall be made in writing specifying the quantity of tackle required and the price offered. 

Such offers shall be handed (or sent by post) to D.C. Berry, 1 York Place, Bristol 1, to arrive not later 

than 28 days after the date of posting of this Journal. 

4. Successful tenderers will be notified and must pay for and collect the tackle within 21 days of the 

date of posting of such notification. 

 

A 20ft. length of ladder was reported missing from the tackle store at Hillgrove during July. Would 

any member knowing anything about it please contact the Tackle Warden (Dave Berry) immediately. 

The ladder will have the usual red colour coding used on Wessex tackle. 

 

New Members 

We welcome the following new members, elected since the last membership list appeared. 

 

Elected 30.7.63: R. Arnold, 163 Higham Lane, Nuneaton, Warwicks. 

R.L. Banks, Officers Mess, R.A.F. Eastleigh, Nairobi, BFPO 10. 

K.E. Barber, 4 Catsash, Shepton Mallet, Somerset. 

G.R. Lakin, 163 Falcon Lodge Cres., Sutton Coldfield, Warwicks. 

G. Masters, 10 Wilbury Road, Woking, Surrey. 

M.H. Park, 15 Lonsdale Road, Weybridge, Surrey. 

G.A. Roberts, 10 Gay Street, Bath, Somerset. 

R.G. Witcombe, 39 Whitstone Road, Shepton Mallet, Somerset. 

Elected 11.8.63: G. Tomkinson, 144 Muswell Hill Road, London, N.10. 

P.T. Stovell, 11 Burnham Road, Knaphill, Woking, Surrey. (Re-elected) 
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Club Prospectus 

The Committee feel that an up-to-date reprint of the Club Prospectus giving prospective members 

some idea of the aims and objects of the Club with details of the facilities offered and the activities 

arranged by the Club would be an asset. Members are invited to submit line drawings suitable for 

illustrating such a prospectus for the consideration of the Committee. A sample of the old Prospectus 

is available for reference at the Hillgrove Library, see W.C.C. Journal Appendix to Vol. II. 

 

Photograph Album 

Very few pictures have been added to the Club Album kept at Hillgrove since 1954, probably because 

the majority of people now take colour pictures. Would any member having suitable black and white 

negatives who would be prepared to loan them for printing please send them to Denis Warburton, 20 

Beverley Court Road, Birmingham 32, for a short period. Denis was largely responsible for starting 

the album and is keen to try to cover some of the activities of the last few years. Prints of any size 

would be even more acceptable than negatives! 

 

Exposure Suits 

A separate order form is enclosed for members wishing to have the opportunity to purchase, at a cost 

of £1.1.0., one of the 92 remaining neck entry suits recently purchased by the Club from the 

Admiralty. A few have been donated to M.R.O., who have also purchased some. Cash, P.O, or cheque 

must accompany orders to the Secretary (limit of one suit per member). Names will be drawn from a 

hat if, after the date mentioned on the order form, they number more than the available number of 

suits. Please make sure that you state whether you intend to collect the suit, and from whom, or 

whether you prefer it to be posted. If the latter, enclose the extra postal fee with the order. 

 

Volume I. W.C.C. Journal 

A member, Miss A. Court, has kindly offered to retype stencils for reprinting Volume I of the W.C.C. 

Journal. To the knowledge of the Committee only two, or perhaps three, nearly complete sets exist. 

This slightly condensed re-issue of the early records of the Club, from its foundation in 1934 to the 

first Journal of the present form, issued in January 1951, will contain approximately 200 pages of 

duplicated quarto with three surveys. Price will obviously be directly related to the number printed; 

for example if only 20 copies were to be printed the basic production cost would be 13/-, for 50 copies 

6/6, and for 100 copies 4/6. If you are at all interested in purchasing a copy please return the enclosed 

slip to the Secretary so that some idea of the demand can be obtained. 

 

Swildon's Hole 

With the ever increasing number of cavers visiting Swildon's Hole and using the barn at Manor Farm 

it becomes increasingly important that cavers should be considerate towards the land and property 

owners. Fortunately the "Main" family have always been friendly towards cavers and 
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on many occasions have been very kind and helpful indeed. The "Mains" also have the wisdom to 

realise that the few incidents of bad behaviour are not usually caused by members of responsible 

clubs. It has, however, come to the notice of the Committee that many cavers are neglecting the 

courtesy of letting Mr. Main know that they are entering the cave and offering the customary shilling 

per head of the party. A shilling is a small price to pay for the use of the barn, the entry to Mendip’s 

finest cave and the friendship of the "Mains" and members are advised not to neglect this courtesy. In 

some cases Mr. Main may choose not to accept the shilling, but the important point is that it has been 

offered and the presence of the party in the cave is known - which could be of importance if a rescue 

becomes necessary. 

 

Public Liability Policy 

The Committee feel it is desirable that members should appreciate the limitations of the cover given 

by this policy. Members and their guests, and the Club as such are covered against any claims made 

by any outside party in respect of damage to property or personal injuries while taking part in a trip 

organised by the Wessex Cave Club. If a member of the Club incurs liability on some personal and 

individual expedition or activity, or in conjunction with some other body, then the policy does not 

apply to such liability. If members are anxious to cover all their caving activities they are advised to 

consider a Personal Liability Policy which can be obtained from most Insurance Companies at a cost 

of not more than 10/- per annum. Such a policy covers any claims by a third party (not only arising 

out of caving) but excludes claims arising out of the occupation of a house, the use of a motor vehicle, 

or business risks. The policy usually covers all the members of a household and therefore in some 

cases members might already be covered by their parents’ policy if they are still resident with their 

parents. 

 

Headquarters 

The Hut Warden wishes to thank all the many people who helped so willingly and ably on the recent 

Hillgrove working weekend and enabled such a prodigious amount of work to be accomplished. Many 

new mattresses have been provided at Hillgrove and a start has been made on washing blankets. 

Members are requested to co-operate by trying to keep both as clean as possible by using sleeping 

bags or sheet liners, and under no circumstances to wear boots or shoes whilst lying on the bunks. 

 

Charterhouse Caving Area 

The Hon. Secretary of the C.C.C., Dr. E.K. Tratman, summarises the negotiations with B.W.W. over 

access to this area as follows:- 

 

"The Bristol Waterworks Company are now the owners of certain parcels of land in the 

Charterhouse area on Mendip. The parcels include the entrances to Longwood/August Hole, Read's 

Grotto and G.B. Cave. The company were at first contemplating a ban on caving and 

archaeological activities on its lands, but after representations agreed to consider allowing access. 

To save duplication the Company insisted that it would only deal with a single body, and the 

Charterhouse Caving Committee was therefore formed of the clubs known to be actively interested 

in the area concerned. 
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"After much discussion the basic requirements of the Company were reduced to:- 

 

1. Insurance against any claims that might arise in connection with caving or archaeological 

activities on their land* 

2. Every person taking part in such activities must have a permit to be shown on request to the 

Company's representative or the tenant of the land involved, 

3. No fresh excavations should be made on or under the surface of the areas without the prior 

consent of the Company. 

 

"A licence has been signed granting to the C.C.C. the sole rights concerning caving and 

archaeological activities in the areas, and the rights include those of exploration, excavation, 

photography, publication and the issue of permits. There is a sub-licence to the U.B.S.S. for G.B. 

Cave. In return the C.C.C. has to:- 

 

1. Bear any expenses incurred including the upkeep and repair of entrances and the proper legal 

expenses of the Company. 

2. Insure the Company against all possible claims. 

3. Maintain a register of permit holders and be responsible for compliance with the conditions of 

the permits and the regulations governing the use of the area. 

 

"The C.C.C. has no wish to restrict caving or archaeological activities, but it has no doubt at all that 

the Company could, and would if necessary, revoke the Licence and prevent such activities on their 

land. To comply with the conditions imposed by the Licence on the C.C.C. it will be necessary to lock 

Longwood/August Hole. In order to simplify access, however, member clubs have been empowered to 

issue permits on behalf of the C.C.C. The issue of a permit does not absolve the holder from making 

proper arrangements with the tenant for the use of barns, etc. 

 

"Clubs, other than member clubs, can obtain access to the areas by making arrangements for a visit 

through one of the member Clubs. The names of all those in the party must be given so that individual 

permits can be issued. Clubs can also obtain access by direct application to the Secretary of the C.C.C. 

(Dr. E.K. Tratman, Penrose Cottage, Burrington, Nr. Bristol), but must give at least one month's 

notice and send with their application a booking fee of 10/-. 

 

"Ordinarily it is expected that clubs will have their own public liability policy in force, and this policy 

should be endorsed specifically to cover the Company and the C.C.C. The policy must cover minors-

in-law. Provided such a policy is held, access to G.B. Cave can also be obtained, as guests of one of 

the member clubs of the C.C.C., including U.B.S.S. The member club makes the necessary 

arrangements with the U.B.S.S. 

 

"Where an individual or a party is using the Charterhouse Caving Areas as a guest of one of the Clubs, 

then a member of the host club must accompany the individual or party." 
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W.C.C. is a member club of C.C.C. and has the necessary public liability policy and will, therefore, be 

able to issue period (3 year) permits to its members on behalf of the C.C.C. upon receipt of the 

appropriate indemnity, a copy of which is enclosed. Permits for single visits or short periods may also 

be issued, but full period permits will save administrative work. Members of Affiliated Clubs over 16 

years of age whilst caving with the W.C.C. or as a guest of one of its members can obtain permits for 

a single visit on completion of the indemnity. Indemnities for any individual remain valid until 

cancelled either by the Club, C.C.C., or the member, thus only one indemnity need be completed by 

members or members of affiliated clubs. 

 

For the sake of administrative simplicity, members who are at all likely to use the C.C. Area within 

the next 3 years are urged to return the completed indemnity as soon as possible, so that permits can 

be issued commencing at the beginning of the Club year 1963/64. Affiliated clubs are requested to 

give adequate notice of their intention to visit the area and their requirements of indemnities. 

 

Eastwater 

The ownership of Eastwater farm has changed recently and there is much uncertainty as to what will 

happen when Mr.Weeks leaves on September 29th. It is understood that the new owner, Mr. Snooks 

of Dulcote, does not intend to occupy the farmhouse himself and both the future of the cave and the 

Wessex hut nearby will, therefore, presumably depend upon the new tenant. Mr Weeks, it is certain, 

would appreciate a visit before he leaves from any member who happens to be passing with a few 

minutes to spare; he has been a very good friend of the Club for many many years. 

 

Thanks to the generosity of Eric Hensler, whose donation last Autumn has made it possible recently to 

replace and line the rapidly deteriorating roof of the Eastwater Hut, the place is now storm-proof and 

it should, even in its exposed position, be much more comfortable in cold weather. Provision too has 

been made for extending the roof so as to provide storage space and an elsan, but work has been 

delayed on this non-urgent project until the future of the site is known. 

 

Survey Scheme 

The following surveys are available from C.H. Kenney, Tudor Cottage, Beryl Lane, Wells, Somerset. 

The cost includes postage and the surveys are sent folded in 12" X 15" envelopes. Members requiring 

unfolded copies should send a tube and 9d. extra per order to cover additional postage. Cash with 

orders, please. 

 

Swildon's Hole 1/1500 4s. 0d. 

Swildon's Hole 1/2000 3s. 0d. 

Eastwater Cavern (2 sheets) 7s. 0d. 

Stoke Lane Slocker 4s. 6d. 

St. Cuthberts Swallet 3s. 3d. 

Lamb Leer Cavern 4s. 0d, 

Balch Cave - Plan 4s. 0d. 

Balch Cave Cross Sections 4s. 0d. 

 

 

 

-229- 



 

 

Longwood/August - Sheet 1 6s. 3d. * 

Longwood/August - Sheet 2 4s. 9d. * 

Longwood/August - Sheet 3 4s. 3d. * 

Holwell Cavern 3s. 3d. 

Quaking House Cave, Milverton 2s. 9d. ** 

Threuplands Cave 3s. 6d. 

Pate Hole, Nr.Appleby,  

 Westmorland 2s. 9d. 

 

** Following Der Fledermausfanger’s letter in the last Journal, the survey of Quaking House cave has 

been amended by the addition of the Fledermausfanger passage. 

 

* Der Fledermausfanger makes the following comments on the Longwood/August survey:- 

"This excellent C.R.G. Grade 6 survey has been produced by Mike Rennie with the assistance of 

James Gibb and other members of the Mendip Caving Group. 

Sheet No. l. This is a plan of the complete known system with a projected elevation. It also 

includes a sketch showing the relationship to the surface above. Scale 1cm. to 10ft. 

Sheet No. 2. Plan of upper series only on a larger scale. The scale used on Sheet No. l is really far 

too small to depict the complicated Upper Series. Scale 1 in. to 10ft. 

Sheet No. 3. True length elevation of the complete known system and Cross Sections. Scale lcm. to 

10ft." 

 

From Dorothy Waddon:- 

"It is now almost eight months since Jack’s accident and those of you who contributed towards the 

fund to assist me and our children must be wondering why there has been no acknowledgement from 

me. Let me be quite honest and tell you that for a long while I didn’t feel like accepting what I thought 

then was a charitable gesture. Time has allowed me to face the situation and to think more clearly, and 

I realise how you must have wanted to help. So I would like to extend my very sincere thanks to all of 

you for the overwhelming response to aid us. It is my intention to keep the money in trust for Anne 

and Alan until such time that it might further them in their education or any other aspect. Jack was a 

man who never did things by half-measure and this applied to his caving activities. He was keen, 

enthusiastic and loved it. Alas, it had such a tragic end. But I feel this fund is perhaps the finest tribute 

you have given Jack." 

 

M.P. Glenister 

It is with regret that we have to announce the untimely death of Mike Glenister who was drowned 

whilst on holiday in Cornwall. He had been a member of the Club since 1950, and had served on the 

Committee for a period of time. He leaves a wife and one child. 

 

Annual General Meeting and Dinner 

For details see Club Meets, 19th October. 
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CLUB MEETS 

 

NOTE Where an organiser or leader is named for any particular meet it is important for those 

intending to attend the Club Meet in question to notify the person named of his intentions. Recently 

leaders of some meets have been overwhelmed by unexpectedly large numbers turning up without 

warning which gives them no opportunity to find additional leaders for caves requiring them. If the 

leader is forewarned of the numbers to expect he can either arrange for additional leaders in advance 

or, by writing back to applicants, limit the party to a reasonable size. Anyone who turns up on the off 

chance will be welcome but may well be disappointed. 

 

Club Dig Having re-opened Cow Hole the digging team has now turned its attentions to Thrupe 

Swallet, and intend to make it a regular fortnightly event. Write to Alan Surrall, 25 Beverley Court 

Road, Quinton, Birmingham 32, for dates and details. 

 

7th September Eastwater - organiser Hon. Secretary. Party for Primrose Pot now oversubscribed, 

leaders available for upper series and twin vertical routes. 

 

15th September Cow Hole - All and sundry invited to inspect the results of the past 18 months digging 

and "collect" another cave. Meet at the cave 11.0 a.m. onwards. 

 

22nd September G.B. Cave - Leader Howard Kenney, Tudor Cottage, Beryl Lane, Wells, Somerset. 

Meet 11.0 a.m. Lower Farm. Maximum size of party is 20, please write to avoid a wasted journey. 

 

28th/29th September 3rd Conference of Cave Rescue Organisations - The meeting is called by the 

S.W.C.C. It is to be held in Brecon on Saturday, and is to be followed by an informal dinner. On 

Sunday it is proposed to hold demonstrations of the use of explosives and the sinking of shafts; 

alternatively members can arrange their own caving trips. Write to Charles Bryant, 15 Filton 

Avenue, Bristol 7, for further details, camping sites, accommodation, dinner tickets, etc. All 

members welcome as observers. 

 

5th October Lecture by Dr. A.F. Rogers on "The Crossing of Antarctica 1957/58" (illustrated) at 

Priddy Village Hall 7.0 p.m. A cordial invitation is extended to all members and all other Caving 

Clubs and locally interested persons wishing to attend this account by one of our members of this 

historic and scientifically important expedition. 

 

19th October ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & DINNER - The meeting will be held this year at 

Priddy Village Hall commencing at 3.30 p.m. and the Dinner, as last year, at the Cave Man 

Restaurant, Cheddar. Motions for discussion at the A.G.M. and nominations for Officers and 

Committee should be sent to the Hon. Secretary before the 30th September. Final details will be 

circulated early in October. Dinner tickets, price 15/- each, inclusive of coffee and gratuities, will 

be available shortly from the Secretary. Cash with orders please. 
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26th October Mendip Cave Registry General Meeting in Wells. Any member interested in the work of 

the Registry is encouraged to attend the meeting as an observer. Further details from the Hon. 

Secretary & Treasurer, Brian Ellis, 41 Fore Street, North Petherton, Bridgwater, Somerset, 

 

2nd November Swildon's - Organiser Howard Kenney, address above (see G.B.). Visits to any part of 

the cave arranged on request. One possibility is the round trip through Paradise Regained, Trouble 

Series, Vicarage Passage and Sump I - leaders available for other trips according to demand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hon. Secretary: P. Davies, "Morley", Silver Street, Nailsea, Bristol. 

Phone: Nailsea 9. 

Hon. Asst. Secretary: D.J. Causer, 19 Kennore Crescent, Filton Park, Bristol 7 

Phone: Bristol 692864. 

Hon. Treasurer: Mrs. B.M. Willis, 3 Derwent Lodge, St. Philip's Avenue, Worcester Park, Surrey. 

Editor: C.J. Hawkes, 147 Evington Lane, Leicester. 

Hut Bookings: E.R. Hanwell, 8- Hooper Avenue, Wells, Somerset. 

 

 

-232- 



 

 

WITHYBROOK SLOCKER 

 

P. Davies 

 

Until September 1947 Withybrook water sank in a choke of boulders and flood debris at the foot of 

the present retaining walls. After clearing an 8 ft. shaft amongst boulders Messrs. P.M. and L.M. 

Browne of the M.N.R.C. entered the steeply descending main bedding passage, and explored as far as 

the choke at its end, some 70 ft. from the entrance and 40 ft. lower. To the right a continuation was 

noted beyond a small cavity, but no work was apparently done to extend the cave in this direction. To 

the left the early explorers appear to have gained a further 20 ft. of unobstructed but tight and 

awkward passage heading west then south, without any obvious way on. 

 

Returning some time later in wet weather together with J. Broadley, the noise of falling water at the 

end of this passage spurred the party into a frenzy of boulder breaking, and after a considerable 

amount of work they observed a stream cascading through a boulder filled chamber. Further work on 

another occasion enabled the party to penetrate this Eastwater style boulder maze to a dry chamber, 

named H.Q. Chamber. It is not easy to say exactly where this is or was since considerable changes are 

quite likely to have occurred in this part of the cave since 1947. 

 

The author of the article that relates the history of the early exploration (Report of Wells Natural 

History & Archaeological Society and the Mendip Nature Research Committee 1947-49 pp 41-42) 

expressed an opinion that the way on was to be found amongst the boulder maze, but doubted whether 

the personal risk involved would be worthwhile. Some time in 1960 a party from S.M.C.C. decided 

that it wasn’t. On an expedition when at least one “very nasty moment” was experienced, the 

bouldermaze failed to reveal anything spectacular in the way of new passage, in spite of being pushed 

hard, under very unstable conditions. 

 

Not until the M.C.G. dug the terminal choke at the foot of the main bedding passage in 1961 was 

anything new of significance discovered. This choke yielded in quite a short time and entry into a 

small rift (probably the continuation noted to the right by the first party to enter) was made. Further 

clearance at its end revealed a very constricted extension dropping steeply downwards for a further 30 

ft. to an active streamway, progress along which was halted after only 9 ft. by boulders. 

 

When the W.C.C. Surveyors, accompanied by Mike Boon of the S.M.C.C., went to work on 1.8.62, 

this latest discovery was not known to them, and was re-discovered amid great excitement. 

 

This new part of the cave is consistently awkward and consists of one squeeze after another. It is only 

30 or 40 ft. long, dropping in the latter part at an angle of 45° to a vertical rift some 9 inches wide and 

6 ft. deep with a few inches of water in a pool at the bottom. We found it impossible to enter this rift, 

which is presumably the active stream passage, nor were we able to see its extent either upstream or 

downstream. Considerable work with explosives would be necessary to make the approach easier 

before a serious attempt to continue exploration in these parts could be made. 
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The boulder maze itself was largely sketched, no attempt was made to push the survey into new 

ground in view of previous experiences in this region, and because of its generally unfavourable trend 

towards the K zone limestone shales and Old Red Sandstone to the south and under the road. The 

strong outward draught amongst the boulders was well demonstrated when in order to relieve the 

tedium during the inevitably long pauses associated with survey work, certain people attempted to set 

fire to others’ overalls and boots without the owners' knowledge. Fortunately for the surveyors, but to 

the detriment of their clothing, there was no water at all in the cave on the 1st August, but there is 

evidence that during wet weather water sinks at the foot of the entrance retaining wall and at the head 

of the main bedding passage, to reappear as a cascade in the boulder maze some 40 ft. below. Its 

course from here is unknown, it may find its way via bedding and jointing to the stream passage. On 

the other hand, the stream passage may only take flood water when the entrance sinks become 

inadequate. The rising for Withybrook water has at present not been traced; there is obvious scope 

here for colour testing in suitable weather. The risings to watch would be St. Dunstan’s Well, 2700 

feet to the N.E. and 160 feet lower on the same fault line, and Ashwick Grove at about the same 

distance to the N.W. Three intermediate points within caves might be worth testing at the same time, 

a) The streamway in Balch Cave - the St. Dunstan’s Well/Withybrook fault passes through this cave, 

b) The stream at the eastern end of Hilliers cave; and c) Duck’s Pot water. The latter is, of course, 

impossible at present since the entrance has been blocked by quarrying. 

 

Owing to the poorly developed nature of all the stream passages in caves of this region it seems very 

unlikely that the old adage "follow the stream" would be good advice in this area. 

 

Surveyor's Note Denis Warburton 

These Surveyor's Notes seem to be becoming an integral feature of our articles lately. The survey of 

Withybrook Slocker was carried out in one short trip with the usual obstacles - partly topographical 

and partly human - it is difficult to sight on to a caving helmet when the wearer is on fire! 

 

The instruments used are in danger of becoming legendary, especially the compass, which has been in 

use for 11 years, surveying Eastwater, Hilliers, Stoke Lane, Lamb Leer, Balch Cave and numerous 

smaller caves. 

 

We made the most accurate measurements that were possible in the circumstances; towards the end of 

the cave the notes had to be passed back in relays as the final passage was literally full of caver. There 

is possibly a greater amount of detail in the survey than the cave warrants, but this was done 

deliberately, partly because it is in an area that we have surveyed exhaustively, and partly with the 

forthcoming "Mendip Cave Atlas" in mind. The large amount of detail in the notes is due to Jim 
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Hanwell, who carried on a tradition that he started in Balch Cave, and which will undoubtedly make 

the lot of the cave surveyor even more miserable if it is continued. The main snag would seem to be 

that to incorporate all the detail that Jim collects would require a scale of about 2 feet to the inch 

instead of the usual 20. 

 

For the record, and assuming that anyone has read this far, the survey has a total length of 200 feet in 

17 legs, the total depth of the cave being 80 feet. 

 

 

THE DEVON MEET - AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY 1963 

 

Richard Markham 

 

Saturday morning saw the arrival of all 13 members, except for a handful who had arrived the night 

before, to camp at Merrifields, a cold and misty meadow beside the River Meadle, about half a mile 

from Buckfastleigh. After lunch an excursion was made by car in dreary weather to Chudleigh under 

the leadership of Roy Staynings, where the party entered Chudleigh Cave, a short but comparatively 

well-decorated passage. Cavers were seen to emerge from many of the five entrances to Pixies' Hole, 

though inadequate equipment rendered its slippery rocks unscaleable for some since no equipment had 

been brought from Mendip, and the hazards of Bruce's Rift only attracted five members. However, the 

most interesting was Clifford's Cave, the main passage of which was followed for some way, 

affording room to stoop at first but later necessitating a long crawl on the stomach through mud and 

water. A passage to the right was also penetrated to a static sump. After a wash in the nearby river the 

return to camp was made in torrential rain which continued for most of the night. 

 

On Sunday morning we climbed into wet caving clothes at Baker's Pit and after descending the 

slippery 20ft. knotted rope there was doubt as to the way on, so that despairing cries of "Back to the 

rope", were frequent. Nevertheless the route to Heaven was discovered and we returned through the 

Dutch Oven, viewing on exit the rusty old motor-cycle left there by a past generation of speleologists. 

In the evening all joined in song and sampled the ale of the King's Arms to the accompaniment of Jack 

Johnson on the guitar, while some members indulged in games of chance. 

 

On Monday, since the sun was now shining, four cavers donned fairly dry clothes and walked the 

three miles to Pridhamsleigh Cave which, we had been told, offered knee-deep mud in places. A local 

affiliated member consented to guide us. The cave proved to be dry and a trip through most of the 

passages and down to the Well and the 95ft. Lake was accomplished in two hours. At the Lake some 

time was spent in photography and in investigating the intriguing oxbow and on the return journey 

cavers from the Outward Bound School, equipped with candles and berets, were encountered. Little 

Pridhamsleigh Cave was also entered. On our return to camp most of the party had already departed 

and this terminated the caving for the weekend which was enjoyed in a leisurely manner by all, our 

only regret being that, because the official guides were on holiday or otherwise ill- disposed, we could 

not descend Reed's Cave. 
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THE GROWTH OF THE WESSEX CAVE CLUB 

 

Jim Hanwell 

 

In this age of statistical reports and deliberate planning for the future most organisations and societies, 

for good or bad, have necessarily become more introspective - questioning the validity of their growth 

and evolving complex arrangements to cater for the problems aroused by their expansion. So, too, the 

Wessex are conscious of what the future holds, prompted by an increasing membership, which now 

makes us the largest Mendip Club and which, unhindered, promises to develop beyond even the most 

elaborate visions of the original five who met on the 29th September 1934. Now, nearly 29 years later, 

let us glance backwards to review those tendencies, typical of our development, which may help us to 

see ourselves in the future. This article, however, does not seek to be prophetic, but simply and 

factually touches upon those points which may help to form opinions as to the direction we wish to 

go. No doubt before October you will chew over your own thoughts so that at the Annual General 

Meeting a digest of voiced opinion will give guidance to future Officers of the Club. 

 

Our growth is shown in the graph. First a straightforward linear scaled representation of the 

membership figures since 1934, and secondly a logarithmic scaled graph for those who would wish to 

analyse our rate of growth. 

 

The most significant phase was undoubtedly the war years, of which older members will have mixed 

memories, and for which no accurate data exists. Here it is interesting to note that superficially, and 

contrary to that which we generally imagine, our pre-War development appears much more dramatic 

than during the period following 1945. Nevertheless certain less tangible facts cannot be shown 

graphically, yet have a profound influence on our post-War growth; firstly the numbers attached to us 

through affiliated clubs, and secondly, although impossible to assess, our "parentage" of at least two 

offspring who have now matured and gather for themselves members who otherwise may have joined 

our ranks. Also many other societies have come into being to spread the rapidly growing load of the 

total caving population. Such cannot be our immediate concern, however, compared to those directly 

affiliated to us. 

 
1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 

1 1 3 ? 4 <---------------------War Years---------------------> ? 1 3 

               

1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963  
3 3 1 5 6 9 11 10 10 9 6 7 11 11  

 

The above table illustrates the number of clubs who, by affiliation, are entitled to certain facilities that 

we offer, such as insurance, one collective Journal, accommodation, tackle and club meets. Past 

records of the number of individuals within each affiliated club are not available, but at the moment 

we have 129 affiliated members. 
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If possible any such examination as this should go deeper, with a greater breakdown of data; perhaps 

the numbers of "active" and "inactive" members; perhaps age groups, and so on, Many of such 

assessments, however, would be based on subjective criteria and so beyond the scope of this article. In 

any case the core of the matter is that we are growing which, to use contemporary phraseology, means 

a more complex machinery and administration. Maybe fears of a vast organisation are unfounded, or 

perhaps it is even a necessary and desirable future. Alternatively, would we ultimately benefit by 

consciously curtailing our numbers, and how could this be achieved satisfactorily? The former 

envisages a progression of the ideals which have so far grown up with the club; the latter a radical 

transformation invoking principles as yet unconsidered. 

 

So, if change we must, then the careful deliberations of all must be blended into the best recipe to 

satisfy our growing appetite - something to touch the palate without upsetting the digestive system! 

 

 

 

15 YEARS AGO "Taperer" 

 

Circulars 10 to 12, issued between February and July 1948, were little more than a list of forthcoming 

events and the Journal in its present form had not yet been conceived. It is interesting to read, 

however, of the arrangements for a Club Trip to France with the help of M. Ageron and one feels a 

little envious to note that the fare was £7.18.11. and that £10. would be sufficient to cover other 

expenses! 

 

The dig to end all Lamb Leer digs was once more being arranged and in July 1948 it is reported that 

"Hywel Murrell and Brig. Glennie are going to make a final attack on the dig in the Great Chamber of 

Lamb Leer". "They also hope to commence a dig near Red Quar." 

 

Peter Harvey (in another appeal which tends to repeat itself over the years) asked for assistance in re-

opening Cuckoo Cleave. 
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KNOTS FOR CAVING 

 

This article has been prepared for the information of members of the Club by the Tackle and Safety 

Sub-Committee. 

 

The Sub-Committee has recommended that all lifelines for general Club use should be made from No. 

4 nylon (1⅜" circumference). This is being implemented. It is recognised that certain knots in 

common use, which are suitable for use with hemp rope, are not safe when used with nylon. It should 

be remembered that nylon loses almost half its strength when wet and a knot reduces the strength still 

further; the breaking strain of a nylon rope used under cave conditions is approximately one quarter of 

the figure published by the manufacturers. Furthermore, the shock loading on a rope, resulting from a 

fall when the rope is held taut (but not stretched) from a static belay vertically above the climber, is 

equal to twice the weight of the climber. If there is any slack or the rope is not held vertically from 

above, the loading may be very much greater. This loading may be reduced by using a dynamic belay. 

 

Joining Two Ropes 

It is undesirable to join two ropes together. A single rope of ample length should always be selected. 

In a case of emergency, the ONLY knot to be used is a Fisherman's Knot. The fatal climbing accident 

on the Dewerstone a year or two ago was caused by abseiling on two nylon ropes joined by a Sheet 

Bend, a knot which the Coroner's Court held to be unsafe for this purpose. 

 

Attaching the Lifeline 

The lifeline has to be attached to the person climbing the ladder. This may be done in two ways: (a) 

using a waist length or harness with a karabiner, or (b) tying the rope around the waist. The former 

method is preferred. 

 

A waist length may be made from 20' of No. l nylon (⅝" circumference) wrapped around the body, 

tied with a Reef Knot and the ends passed through the lay of the rope. Alternatively a sling may be 

made to the correct length so that it fits tightly around the waist when clipped in place with a 

karabiner Such a sling should be securely spliced and the rope should be at least l¼" circumference. It 

has been known for a person held on a lifeline fixed to the waist to turn "upside-down" and this can be 

prevented by the use of a "Beaudrier Alpin" or similar harness. 

 

Although climbers prefer hemp for such purposes, because of the danger of fusing nylon when an 

active rope passes over it (e.g. when lifelining or abseiling), for caving nylon is essential because of 

the greater danger of a hemp rope becoming rotten when subjected to cave conditions. Care should be 

taken to prevent fusing and the rope should be inspected regularly for any sign of damage. 

 

As slings, waist lengths and karabiners are the personal property of members, care should be taken to 

see that they are made from adequate materials. Particular attention should be paid to splicing nylon 

(which is not nearly so easy to splice as hemp). Karabiners are often the weakest link in the chain and 

only ones of adequate strength should be used. 
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The lifeline may be attached to the karabiner or tied around the waist by a Double Bowline. A Double 

Overhand Knot is safe, but difficult to untie. An ordinary Bowline is NOT a safe knot for nylon 

although it is less likely to slip if two half hitches are added. 

 

Anchoring the Lifelinesman 

It is essential for the lifelinesman to be securely anchored by a rope which is taut. In climbing two 

methods are commonly used. Either a sling is hooked around the anchor point and attached to the 

waist by a karabiner, or the rope (the end of which is already attached to the waist) is passed around 

the anchor point and again clipped to the waist by means of a Double Overhand Knot and karabiner. 

Both of these methods are safe but they are only suitable for cavers if the lifelinesman is not 

descending the ladder because of the additional time taken in fixing the lifeline before he descends. 

 

The simplest caving method is to attach the end of the lifeline to a suitable anchor point (if possible 

separate from that used for the tether of the ladder) by means of a Double Bowline and then secure the 

lifelinesman in a convenient position by means of a Double Overhand Knot. The use of a 

Middleman’s Knot is NOT recommended. 

 

Warning 

The Sub-Committee considered at length the use of the Tarbuck Knot in caving and concluded that the 

undoubted advantages of the knot were outweighed by the considerable risk of errors in tying it under 

caving conditions. This knot is, therefore, NOT recommended for caving use even when correctly tied 

because it is basically a form of slip knot. 

 

All knots must be correctly tied and constant practice is necessary. However experienced one may be 

another caver should check every knot before it is used. 

 

 

ROPE AND KARABINERS 

 

The attention of the Tackle and Safety Sub-Committee has been drawn to an article "Mountain 

Equipment (Technical Investigations)" which appears in Issue No. 60 of Mountain Craft (Summer 

1963). The article is written by Peter Gentil, the Chief Instructor of the Mountaineering Association, 

an experienced Alpinist and rock climber. 

 

Although the requirements for caving and climbing equipment are not always the same, the Sub-

Committee feels that his observations regarding rope and karabiners will be of interest to the Club. 

The following quotations are taken from the article in Mountain Craft with the consent of the 

Mountaineering Association. 

 

Rope 

The Tackle and Safety Sub-Committee has already recommended nylon rope for general Club use and 

Gentil's comments on nylon rope are:- 
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"...this man-made fibre is undoubtedly the best material for climbing ropes at the present time. British 

Ropes Ltd., working with the British Standards Institution, have produced a top quality rope which is 

governed by stringent specifications. Other man-made fibres have been rejected for various reasons. It 

is hoped that when the revised British Standard 2052 for cordage is issued it will include a rot-

proofing clause which would be another step forward in this field." 

 

Karabiners 

"Hope springs eternal that one day the Karabiner problem will be solved. The Ministry of Supply 

encouraged us to hope that their metallurgists would produce an efficient karabiner; some say they 

have, others say they have not. If so its use is still confined to the Armed Forces; all our enquiries 

have been met with the ostrich-like head in the sand attitude. Only a few years ago the strongest 

karabiner then made, the 8oz. Stubai, was refused an Import Licence by the Board of Trade until the 

Mountaineering Association enlisted the intervention of one of its officers, who was a Minister of the 

Crown. 

 

"The second of the new Hiatt karabiners is now on the market, price 10/6d. each. They are made from 

specially selected carbon steel of 13/32in. diameter and have been tested recently in the City of 

Birmingham Industrial Research Laboratories. 

 

"In these columns (Mountain Craft) John Campbell, B.A., a metallurgist, presented his arguments 

against the present system of quoting a breaking strain with no mention of temperature or of 

conditions of loading as being worse than meaningless. His letter was brought to the notice of the 

manufacturers by the Managing Director of Camtors, Jackson & Warr Ltd., and we have been given 

permission by Mr. Jackson to publish the following comments from them: 

 

'We have at last completed our tests and although the final certificates for these have not yet come 

to hand I thought it better to write now and tell you what our conclusions are. Included in the tests 

were karabiners of .80 and .45 carbon steel but tempered at a lower temperature, thus giving greater 

hardness with a view to seeing if a figure of 30 cwts could be obtained with the latter under shock 

load and sub-zero temperature. We felt this might be achieved because previous ones had been 

tempered at a higher figure and consequently were not so hard so that it is quite natural that these 

should open up at a figure between 20/25 cwts as shown on the last test certificate. These were 

deliberately sent in softer condition for the first sub-zero test, however, because at that time we 

were testing for a fracture to take place in view of what Mr. Campbell had written. Having 

reassured against this by the results of the first test it then seemed a logical step to see whether .45 

steel karabiners of the same hardness as those which had previously been tested up to 30 cwts 

would, in fact, still stand up to 30 cwts under shock load and sub-zero temperature. I should make 

it clear at this point that all the above relates to tests on karabiners without keepers. 
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'The results of the tests just made, in summary, show that the .45 carbon steel karabiners submitted 

will, and in each case did, stand up to 30 cwts, but at around that figure they broke. From the above 

I now draw the following definite conclusions. All these tests have shown that there is very little 

difference in the strain which these karabiners will take (in .45 carbon steel), whether the test is at 

normal temperature, sub-zero temperature, gradually applied load or shock load. It is noticeable, 

however, that under shock load the karabiner tends to break when reaching the figure of 30 cwts 

whereas under gradual loading it merely bends and opens up. 

 

'I therefore suggest that in the long run it is safer to harden and temper at such figures as to give 

only a medium hardness which will in effect allow the karabiner to start to open up at between 

25/30 cwts but which in consequence is soft enough not to cause a break or fracture if a shock load 

of 25/30 cwts is applied. After all in the event of an accident it will be a shock load pull on the 

karabiner and this might well open up 1 in. without the rope coming out but if a break occurs it 

would be fatal.' 

 

"In effect this means that the minimum breaking load is between 25/30 cwts which is the figure we 

have asked for. With the gate in position the karabiner is claimed to take over 4,500 lbs under shock 

load and gradually applied load. 

 

"The Munich Karabiner has a reputed breaking strain of 6,400 lbs, price 13/6d. This is made from 

Chrome Vanadium steel. Both weigh 5 ozs. 

 

"These karabiners measure up to the requirements of those who try to standardise all equipment to one 

safety level. In previous years the strength values of karabiners have been the weak link in the chain." 
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MENDIP NOTES 

 

Cheramodytes 

 

Congratulations 

To Fred Davies and Johnny Attwood, on having been presented with a Royal Humane Society 

Testimonial and Resuscitation Certificates early in August this year, for the part they played in the 

rescue of Jack Waddon from the Mineries Pool last November. It always seems invidious to choose 

one or two individuals for recognition of this sort. The rescue was carried out by a number of people 

who were working together. For the record it was Mike Boon who located Jack in the pool and tied a 

line round him, and who, together with Fred Davies, continued to give artificial respiration while on 

the way to hospital. Others taking part in the rescue were Mike Thompson, Dave Turner, Wally 

Willcocks and Phil Davies. All credit to them; they did a fine job. 

 

Gouffre Berger 

More congratulations, this time to the British team who have brought back to their countrymen the 

record for having been deepest down a cave. This record, originally established by John Beaumont, 

when he descended Lamb Leer, not later than 1676, has been since held by a number of wogs and 

frogs, the last of whom were a French party, who reached a depth of 3,68l ft. in the Gouffre Berger 

(T.R. Shaw, this Journal, 1957, Vol. 4, p. 167). Early this August our party extended this by another 

42 ft. The leader, Ken Pearce, and our own Steve Wynne-Roberts dived the terminal sump, and the 

former found another cave passage which sumped soon after. Steve had trouble clearing his ears and 

did not go the whole way. The third diver was Mike Boon, who holds the Swildon's sumping record. 

He is reported not to have attempted this sump because "by then we were all very cold and enthusiasm 

was low." The party appears to have been overburdened with luggage; it is difficult to learn the art of 

going without. But the most revealing remark came from Steve, who said that it was like arriving in a 

big city for the first time and not being allowed off the coach. But don't we just envy them the 

journey! 

 

Rodney Stoke Feeder 

I hear from Digger Harris that the deep pond referred to by Balch (Mendip Caves III, p. 137) which 

feeds this rising, the location of which Stanton said was unknown to him (This Journal, 1962, Vol. 7. 

p. 101), was "immediately to the Hunters' side of Lord Waldegrave's Pond". The latter, of course, 

feeds the Waldegrave Swallet, which was dug by various people, including Balcombe, after whom it 

is sometimes named (This Journal, 1963, Vol. 7, p. 199). 

 

Totty Pot 

Some three years ago Chris Hawkes started digging here, since the Prophet, Willie Stanton, had given 

it his blessing, and had actually spent a period of time digging there himself. 
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A cave was broken into fairly early on. At first it appeared to be a bedding cave but now, having dug a 

pit about 6 ft. deep at one point, it seems more likely that it is the top of a mud-filled chamber. So far 

the cave has produced for us bones of cow, sheep, pig, field vole, rabbit, mole, red deer, wolf (?) and 

man, one small piece of pottery (? Romano-Brit.) and three flint scrapers. The bones are thought to be 

"modern", the theory being that it was most likely to have been a chamber with a hole in the roof into 

which the various animals have fallen over a period of time. The cave is at Cheddar, N.G.R. 483535. 

 

Irish Trips 

Caving in Ireland is becoming more popular. The most obvious reason is that there are good caves to 

look, at, but Ireland has other attractions. A mixed group of cavers from the Wessex and our friends in 

the Shepton Mallet went to Co. Clare at Whitsun. They included Phil Davies, Bob Pyke, Mike Boon, 

Mike Thompson and Steve Wynne-Roberts. They found the weather perfect, the beaches at Doolin 

and Fanore attractive and only went caving to satisfy their consciences. Mike Boon persuaded Bob 

Pyke to accompany him down Cahercloggaun West One. This cave has a bad name, as it is long, tight, 

wet and uncomfortable, and subject to flooding. In one marathon trip of 11 hours they surveyed the 

whole of the east tributary passage in 175 stations. 

 

In Pollballyshanny (Proc. U.B.S.S. 7: 178, 1956) Phil Davies and Mike Boon pushed the active stream 

sink a further 150 ft. in a northerly direction beyond the constriction that held back the U.B.S.S. party 

in 1955. The rift continues dead straight up to 20 ft. in height, only in one place more than one foot 

wide, until it finally becomes too tight, but can be seen to continue in the same fashion for some 

distance. Numerous large and small eels were seen, but a hammer and chisel do not make good fishing 

tackle. Steve Wynne-Roberts penetrated the terminal sump in Cullaun I for about 30 ft. The parties 

also visited Pollnagollum (Slieve Elva) and the Coolagh River Cave. The latter was spoken of with 

enthusiasm as having one of the finest stream passages (Main Drain) to be seen. 

 

In July a party of about a dozen from the U.B.S.S. visited the same district for two or three weeks. 

They continued the good work in Cahercloggaun West One in a series of trips. A lot of new stuff was 

found in Doolin-St.Catherine' s and Poll Dubh, The former was written up in 1956 (Proc. U.B.S.S., 7, 

159, 1956) but it is generally agreed that both survey and description are unsatisfactory. This year it 

got tidied up. Several times the presence of old stream passages was postulated, they were looked for, 

found and surveyed. It is now known why the Cat's I tributary goes the "wrong way". It is, in fact the 

St. Catherine's III streamway. It used to be thought (regional map at end of Proc. 7:3) that this joined 

the Smithy Sink waters, but this is not so. It runs into St, Catherine's I. 

 

The total Guinness consumption of the U.B.S.S. party was 88¾ gallons. No wonder they drank us out 

of the Crown last year! 
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St. Cuthbert's Sump 

A new line in underwater exploration is the sump dig at St. Cuthbert's, which is being pursued by 

Mike Thompson and John Cornwell. It is not difficult, so it seems, to dig out the mud in the floor of 

this sump using breathing apparatus, and progress is said to be encouraging. Rumour has it that part of 

the M.R.O. sumping apparatus is being used. 

 

Bats in Swildon's Hole 

My little note in the June Journal led to a sharp rejoinder from Nick Hart that if anyone would be fool 

enough to go with him he would collect the bat skulls from the S.E. Inlet Passage. Your Scribe was 

fool enough. Not to put too fine a point on it, he came unstuck and failed to climb that horrible 40ft. 

rift. However, Nick Hart and Rodney Hobbis collected the bones, including two skulls, and these were 

taken to Dr. R.J.G. Savage for identification. 

 

Dr. Savage now began to appreciate the rather special difficulties of the problem. Most descriptions 

and keys for the identification of bats are based on the soft parts, which is no good to us. When based 

on the skeleton it is generally assumed that if a forelimb and a skull are found together they belong to 

the same individual. This is by no means true of the Swildon's skeletons, which are fairly mixed up. 

So Dr. Savage has been inventing his own key based on the skull only. 

 

The horseshoe bats can be separated at once by the fact that they have fewer front teeth. Other genera 

differ in the numbers of premolar teeth. Within a genus, such as Myotis, the species can be identified 

by size.. Bechstein's is by far the largest. The measurement he uses is the length of the hard palate. 

 

From the Bat Hole on 23.3.63 not only M. mystacinus (the Whiskered Bat) but M. nattereri (Natterer's 

Bat) were taken. From the S.E. Inlet Passage on 3.8,63 were taken M. mystacinus, again, and Plecotus 

auritus (the Long-cared Bat). 

 

It rather follows from all this that Dr. Savage would like to have as control material the bodies of dead 

bats, which have been positively identified by their soft parts. Please note that nobody is being asked 

to kill a bat. It is well known that bats are as sacred to the caver as a monkey to a Hindoo, But one 

does occasionally find a corpse. 

 

Vicarage Passage 

On August 4th, exactly a year after the great breakthrough, Vicarage Passage went again. Bob Craig 

and Dave Turner dug their way through the terminal choke at the northern end and entered some 200 

ft. of new passage, of which 100 belongs to the main line going towards the Black Hole Series. On 

August 10th all the Swildon's Fans Club, including the two High Priests, went down to have a look at 

it. The trouble is that it is becoming rather a collector's piece. Willie Stanton has tried to simplify the 

tackle problems by putting in two spikes at the northern side of Vicarage Pot. This should make a 

second ladder unnecessary. 
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Mr. G. Weeks of Eastwater 

Cavers are going to lose a good friend when Mr. Weeks leaves Eastwater in mid-September. For more 

years than anyone can remember he has controlled entry to the cave and lent us the use of his barn. 

The Church Commissioners, who owned the farm, have sold it to a Mr. Snooks of Dulcote. Everyone 

will be anxious for good relations with the new owner. It is said that he will not reside at the farm, and 

I've a feeling that we shall miss Mr. Weeks in more ways than one. The future of the Eastwater Hut is 

uncertain; "It can bide", is the new owner's comment. Your Scribe gazed into his crystal, but he is not 

going to say what he saw there. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

"Sir, 

 

The Accuracy of a Cave Survey 

 

I was very interested to read Denis Warburton's article in a recent Journal (No.89, Vol.7) and would 

like to make a few comments. 

 

First, I must make it clear that I have very little knowledge of statistics and so am unable to check the 

accuracy of the calculations. But I think that Denis has justified his theory by the accuracy of his 

predictions as shown in Table 3 of the article. Secondly, I am in agreement with his conclusion that 

the extra effort in getting the line survey of a cave an extra fraction of an inch more accurate is not so 

important as to record the details of the passage. 

 

But I feel that not enough was said on how this extra passage detail is to be plotted on the survey. This 

surely is very important since it is not much point recording masses of extra passage detail if it is not 

possible to plot the result on paper clearly enough to show what the detail is. 

 

I think that it is also relevant to ask what a Class A survey is to be used for. By the definition given by 

the C.R.G. it is to be used for: 'research into Geology, Physics, etc.' I think that the needs of the 

ordinary caver should also be added, since it is not much point producing a survey which can only be 

used by a minority group like the one mentioned above, especially when a vast amount of effort has 

been put into it to collect the detail required. 

 

On the whole I feel that the G.R.G. recommendations for passage detail are completely satisfactory 

and will cope with most types of passage floor or side that occur. But I feel that the shape of the 

passage is a problem. Unfortunately cave passages are not regular in cross-section and so plotting on 

to a plan without losing detail is a problem, especially if the passage is of keyhole or T-shaped cross-

section. 

 

The conventional method of plotting a passage on to a survey is to make a plan, section and/or cross-

sections of the passage. This gives quite satisfactory results for most purposes, but for really accurate 

presentation of the passage shape I feel that it is not enough. With a passage of irregular cross-section 

several problems arise. What width of the passage do you plot on to the plan? The widest or the 

narrowest? From the point of view of the Geologists, etc., it will not matter much since the shape of 

the passage can be worked out, with a little trouble, from the cross-sections no matter what width is 

plotted on the plan. So what about the caver? He will want to know at a fairly quick glance the width 

of the passage without having to refer too much to cross-sections. So I think that it would be an idea if 

the width of the passage at eye-level is plotted on to the plan. By this I mean the eye-level of the 

average caver following the usual route. This level could be marked on the cross-sections and would 

also serve as a guide where a high level traverse is necessary, as in the lower sections of August Hole. 

I know that this method may sound an arbitrary width to take but I think that it would result in the 

survey resembling the apparent cave passage, as seen by the caver, more closely. 
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However, the above method still does not solve the problem of showing the passage shape really 

accurately. But if the conventional method of representing surveys is discarded then several 

interesting possibilities arise. A model would probably be the ideal method; and for caves like 

Eastwater or Stoke Lane II the only way of giving a clear picture of the cave to anyone who has not 

been down it before. But models are rather impracticable owing to the problem of producing them in 

large numbers fairly cheaply, though it might be possible for quite accurate surveys to be constructed 

like model aircraft; by making a framework out of wood which would consist of the centre line of the 

survey with the cross-sections at their appropriate places and covered with tissue paper and doped. 

Different coloured paper could be used for different types of passage, e.g. blue for the streamway etc. 

Unfortunately another of Denis's suggestions (not in the article) of filling the cave with liquid foam 

rubber of some sort and, when it has solidified, pulling it out and putting it together on the surface, is 

not practicable if only because of the risk of catching a caver in the foam. But I think that for 

specialist work, in small quantities, models are worth considering since they are the most accurate 

method of representing a cave passage. 

 

Denis's suggestion of using layers of tracing paper with different coloured lines on each is, I think, a 

very good idea. It could be possible to plot the plan of the passage at different heights above floor 

level like contours. Admittedly with very high or low passages problems would arise, but I think this 

method coupled with cross-sections would give a very accurate presentation of passage shape. It 

would probably be an idea if the 'contours' started about six inches above the lowest level of the 

passage so that low squeezes could be shown without any adjustment. This method would probably 

produce a too bulky plan for the average caver, but I feel that it is the best for normal work in 

Geology, etc., since it shows the passage shape better than most other methods. The specialist details 

which the Geologists, etc., require could probably be shown by plotting points on the survey, the 

survey points are as good as any, at which water and air temperatures have been recorded and issuing 

supplementary sheets with all such details on. 

 

Most readers will probably consider that I am emphasising minor points of detail. But I feel that these 

points are important if more accurate passage detail is to be included in surveys. However, I feel that 

these comments are very minor compared with the main bulk of Denis's article which they are rather 

intended to supplement. I shall be interested to see how Denis puts his theory into practice with the 

Cow Hole survey. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Tim Reynolds" 
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"Dear Sir, 

 

Charles Bryant certainly did stir up controversy with his article on climbing techniques. Bob Pyke 

snapped at the bait (W.C.C. Journal April ’63) and I follow suit. 

 

Bob has an advantage over me, in that his experience is far superior to mine, and I would sound very 

foolish as a 'new boy' contradicting his elders, therefore I won’t. Nevertheless, perhaps I can add a few 

words to his letter and say that Mr. Bryant’s suggested trial of the Descendeur was well founded. It 

seems to me that we are all rather guilty of being prejudiced about innovations. New-fangled gadgets 

are sometimes useful and even occasionally revolutionary. I suggest that the Descendeur is one of the 

latter. No, I haven’t yet joined the "Death Cult" on the main pitch of Lamb Leer, nor ever likely to, the 

40 foot in Swildon’s is quite long enough for me. 

 

The Pierre Allain Descendeur seems to work quite well, and after using other abseiling methods its 

use is decidedly pleasurable. Best perhaps to wind on the rope before clipping the P.A. to the 

karabiner on your waist length. Five minutes of practice in daylight ensures mastery in the dark. Bob 

disagrees - maybe perseverance is required? 

 

The descent is controlled, effortless, speedy and painless. Before using one I admit to being dubious 

of it (I am a natural coward), but I now refuse point-blank to climb down ladders longer than 10 feet, 

L.L. main pitch excepted! 

 

The "Peck" Descendeur is even simpler in construction and use. It works equally as well as the P.A., 

and on free descents is perhaps preferable. The greatest difficulty I’ve found is choosing which gadget 

to take on any particular trip. 

 

Bob Pyke is right in saying that abseiling comes into its own where there is a multiplicity of pitches, 

as in Yorkshire. However, I consider it is also a useful trick on Mendip. Pause awhile and imagine a 

party of 8 en route to Swildon's Sump I - allow 5 minutes per man on the 40', and 3 minutes per man 

on the 20' - result, slow trip with much waiting about. 8 "Peck's" would speed up operations 

considerably. 

 

Finally, the 64,000 dollar question. If the Descendeur is so good, why am I chary of using it in Lamb 

Leer? I am ashamed to say that fear is a stronger factor than logic, and although I am certain that I 

would come to no harm, I prefer to wait until someone else shows the courage of my convictions. Any 

takers? 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Jack Johnson" 
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In a letter to the Secretary, John Savory writes: 

 

"Will you please tell Charles Bryant sometime that it was I who dug away at his Black Quarr holes at 

Wootton-under-Edge, and that the farmer to whom it belongs says that they extended under the road 

but had no formations, and as he had filled them in because some of his sheep died there I did not 

attempt any more." 

 

John, who is at present halfway through a nine months Voluntary Service Overseas Organisation tour 

with the Ngorongoro Conservation Unit, Tanganyika, goes on to say: 

 

"I am afraid there are no caves in the area as it is situated in a long range of volcanoes, including one 

active one, Oloinyo L’Engai which last erupted in 1943 and which I hope to climb later on (the lava is 

unique to this volcano as it is composed entirely of carbonates). The opportunities here for mountain 

walking are limitless, although there is no rock climbing. The highest peak in the area is 12,000 ft. and 

there are several over 10,000 ft. I hope all is going well on Mendip and that your Easter trip to 

Yorkshire is a success, the Wessex Journal I received last month gathered considerable interest here." 

 

(Ref. W.C.C. Journals Vol. VII Nos. 86 pp 97-98, 87 p.123 and 88 pp 130-151) 

 

 

"Sir, 

 

The Unknown Course of Swildon’s Hole Again 

 

In recent issues of the Journal Dr. Stanton, Dr. Tratman and I have been arguing over the course of the 

Swildon’s stream and where it rises. We have been concerned largely with interpreting the results of 

long-past dye tests, and other observations, at other water sinks in the central Mendip area. The study 

of past water tables in the swallet and resurgent caves is an independent means of determining the 

likely course of the stream, It suggests that Swildon’s Hole feeds to the Cheddar or Rodney Stoke 

springs, probably the former. It is unlikely to feed to Wookey Hole. 

 

The evidence is of both positive and negative kinds. To take the latter first:- 

 

In St. Cuthbert’s Swallet there have been only two important water table levels, one above 600 feet 

O.D. and the modern one, at or below 380 ft. The water evidently fell very rapidly (in terms of 

geological time) from one to the other, over a height of at least 220 feet. Looking at the outlet caves, 

only the Wookey group will fit this picture of a great and rapid fall in the water level. The fall 

occurred when water escaped along the line of Wookey Hole itself (beginning the development of that 

cave) abandoning an earlier outlet in Ebbor Gorge. The Ebbor cave, represented by residual fragments 

such as Bridged Pot Shelter, stood 200-300 feet higher than Wookey Hole. Of course, dye tests have 

proved that the modern St. Cuthbert’s Swallet feeds to Wookey Hole. 
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The pattern of water table levels in Swildon's Hole cannot be matched, to either of the above caves. 

Between 400 and 600 feet O.D. (the range of the single great fall in St. Cuthbert's) there is evidence of 

three past water table levels, each of which was active for a long period, developing good-sized cave 

passages. The levels are broadly 100 feet apart, in height. It is very unlikely that the water table could 

be at 600 feet in Swildon's Hole when it was at 380 feet in St. Cuthbert's (or vice versa) because the 

water table gradient between the two caves then becomes excessively steep. Thus, St. Cuthbert's was 

feeding to a rising which compelled its water table to drop 220 feet or more during the period that the 

water table was dropping in 100-foot steps in Swildon's Hole, in response to events at its rising. That 

is the negative evidence, suggesting that Wookey Hole cannot have taken the Swildon's water. 

 

The positive evidence is found at Cheddar. Gough's Cave, Great Oone's Hole and Long Hole are parts 

of a single outlet cave, as William Stanton has suggested. The cave shows three past water table levels 

spaced c.100 feet apart, i.e. this is a direct and complete match with Swildon's Hole, suggesting that 

the two known cave systems are parts of a greater system. 

 

But the conditions which favoured 100-foot water table drops at Cheddar appear to have operated 

generally along the south side of Mendip, west of Wells. The greater drop at Wookey - Ebbor was the 

result of an exceptional geological occurrence, which had a very local influence. This means that there 

may be abandoned rising caves above the Rodney Stoke springs, also spaced 100 feet apart and thus 

correlating well with the pattern in Swildon's. Water table evidence alone will not determine whether 

Cheddar or Rodney Stoke is the Swildon's rising. 

 

The balance of probability is decided by comparing the volumes of water discharged at the two groups 

of springs. Cheddar is very much the larger in the mean. It requires a big catchment area at the 

surface, which could certainly include the area of Swildon's Hole. The main springs at Rodney Stoke 

are maintained by a surface basin of less than two miles in area. This is unlikely to extend as far as 

Swildon's Hole. 

 

Of course, Mr. Editor, the theoretician likes to hedge his bets, even when they seem to be firmly 

placed, as here. The Swildon's stream is to be dye-tested soon. I expect the dye to come out at 

Cheddar but would not be surprised if there were weaker colouration at Rodney Stoke. If the dye turns 

up at Wookey Hole I shall say that that system has captured the Swildon's stream in the recent past. 

Colouration might occur at both Cheddar and Wookey if the test were made when the caves were in 

flood. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Derek Ford" 
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WESSEX v. COW HOLE 

 

Alan Surrall 

 

Friday, April 26th 1935 

 

On this day began the fascinating story of a cave being found by hard work, of being deliberately 

sealed and then a long difficult struggle before being permanently opened once more. On this Friday 

Murrell, Platten and Ensor took positive steps to follow up the story of the cow at Ubley. 

 

The story went that in 1930 a cow fell into a funnel-shaped depression some 25ft. deep on the Lovell's 

farm at Ubley. Since the creature was badly injured in falling it was destroyed in situ. It was then 

buried at the deepest point. During the interment the diggers discovered a natural cavity down which a 

number of tools were lost. The story gently circulated and as far as is known aroused no interest, until 

the Wessex decided to investigate. 

 

During the Friday's work a pit 6ft. X 3ft. and some 4ft. deep was opened and the cow disclosed, but no 

cave. Intensive digging on the Saturday also failed to reveal any sign of a major find, but it is worth 

recounting an incident that must be rare in the annals of cave digs. 

 

"We removed quite a quantity of cow which unfortunately still retained a good deal of its 

original state and smelled horrid. Willy and I were very glad when we were able to knock off. 

Platten went into Wells and hired two labourers and they continued enlarging the hole all the 

afternoon --- but found nothing." 

 

The excavation continued, with help from M. & K. Griffin, M. & R. Johnston, W. McLeod and W. & 

D. Sharpe, and in about seven working days (May 25th) entry was gained to a very interesting system, 

mainly vertical and approximately 210 feet deep by Harris's survey. In the months following club trips 

were successfully held and some further exploration done. 

 

Little of interest is recorded until 1939, when certain Wessex members decided that what was then 

called Golgotha Hole should be closed for the duration of the war and to this end a considerable 

charge of explosive was used to seal the system. 

 

Many years were to pass before interest in the cave was re-awakened and in 1933 D. Willis took the 

first active steps to re-open the place. Work was hampered by the scant records available and also by 

the natural settling that had taken place in the intervening 14 years. However, David's efforts 

uncovered a horizontal crack bearing west. This was not strictly bedding, but more of a joint filled 

with boulders and mud. Explosives were used and some 10ft. or so was made accessible at the farthest 

point. On one occasion it is recorded that the rumbling of boulders as in a large cavity was heard, but 

due to lack of support and commitments elsewhere nothing further was gained. 
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At this time.it was thought advisable to erect a fence around the shakehole top. Poles were obtained 

and barbed wire purchased. Willis undertook to deliver these items to the site and apparently without 

too much difficulty "hitched" a lift, armed with rucksack and barbed wire. It is doubtful whether that 

motorist ever puzzled the reason for hikers to carry barbed wire. 

 

During 1955/6 J. Hanwell took up the challenge and sank a shaft 10ft. deep in what must have been 

almost the same spot as the original. A narrow, impenetrable rift was encountered and work came to a 

halt. The shaft support was left as evidence and consisted of a timber frame backed with corrugated 

iron. It was not long, however, before the weather and slumping almost obliterated this work. 

 

It was by now realised that entry to the system would need a very considerable effort, partly because 

the exact location had not been recorded and also because the effects of the weather had combined to 

completely obliterate all evidence that night have been of value. 

 

During 1961 a small group within Wessex suggested that a "Club Dig" might be a good idea and after 

some consideration Cow Hole was selected and in November 1961 the Committee nominated D. 

Warburton to coordinate the project. In December a reconnaissance was made and a decision as to 

how work was to proceed taken. The following January and March saw the installation of the lifting 

tackle and the setting up of a tool store. All was now ready. 

 

The first full-scale weekend was March 24/25 1962, when some 18 Club members turned out to assist. 

A tremendous effort was made and a depth of 10ft. reached. It also provided the first opportunity to 

test the running tackle for load and operation. As ballast L. Devenish offered his services and a willing 

hauling party lifted and traversed him successfully until, due to a displaced centre of gravity, the said 

gentleman slowly inverted and made contact with the ground, damaging three fingers in the process. 

 

At this time support of the shaft walls was in an elementary state and consisted only of a few random 

lengths of timber jammed against the obvious pressures. However, this sufficed to retain the upper 8ft. 

until March 31st, when work was resumed. The larger part of Saturday was spent in regaining the 4ft. 

or so lost through run in, and in trimming in order to install a steel frame prepared by Alan Ash. This 

frame was built from bed frame angle iron and it is worth mention that laboratory tests on this material 

yielded twice the tensile strength (40 T.S.l) of the more elegant Dexion. This extra strength 

unfortunately made drilling and cutting tedious. By late evening on the 31st sufficient depth and cross 

section had been gained to begin installing the lining. Work proceeded gently as by now, due to the 

weather and opening time, the labour force was reduced to three. Two uprights were installed with 

some difficulty reaching from the dig bottom to the lower edge of the previously installed timbers, 

some 5ft. below the surface, but when it came to attaching cross struts a number of existing timbers 

had to be moved. This, of course, released the stress and a small amount of run in followed. 
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At this point, approximately 9.30 p.m., Barbara was seen through the snow flurries to be slithering 

down the shakehole armed with two plates of stew, a remarkable achievement. One was duly passed 

to Ash at the shaft bottom and the top cap replaced. However, it was not long before, with a mighty 

shout, Mr. Ash appeared, stew in hand, rising vertically at high velocity. It was 10 p.m. and we now 

had half a shaft. 

 

On the following morning, ironically April 1st, it was decided to consolidate and make secure what 

little (5ft.) shaft was left. The steel frame, a magnificent piece of engineering, destined for the shaft 

bottom was now assembled at the shakehole mouth. With the aid of the overhead tackle it was duly 

lowered and placed adjacent to the shaft top. All that remained to be done was to place it in the shaft, 

but to do this the remaining timbers had to be taken out. This was done but, being April 1st, we were 

left with a magnificent steel tower and no hole to put it in. 

 

During this period the diggers had been subjected to every possible variation the weather could muster 

- fog, frost, snow, gales and rain, but fortunately they were not deterred for these conditions were to 

persist all through the operations until the final entry, when the weather relented and offered blazing 

sunshine. Unpleasant though it was it certainly offered Denis Warburton some extra problems, for he 

was making a cine-film of the project and he was able to include frozen earth, liquid mud, people shut 

in cars due to torrential rain, ice being removed from water containers to make morning tea and, 

occasionally, a flash of sunshine, but he had to be quick to catch the latter. 

 

In the three months before activities were resumed much talk and discussion resulted in the evolution 

of a system for digging through loose ground. This was a scheme whereby prefabricated timber (8" X 

2") rings 4' 6" X 4' 8" and 2ft. deep were used. In this system a ring was to be placed on the ground 

and 2ft. of material removed from below it. A further ring was now inserted and a further 2ft. dug out. 

It was proposed that the technique would apply to any depth. 

 

Twenty-four club members were actively connected with the beginning of Phase 2, on the weekend of 

June 23/24. To restart the dig in the same place looked very difficult since the run-in had trapped a lot 

of steel and timber and suitably tangled it. However, with 15 lbs of Polar Am expertly administered by 

Luke Devenish this problem was "eliminated". It was now possible to proceed using the new system 

and by August 6th a depth of 12ft. had been reached, a horizontal section driven for some 4/5ft., a 

natural rift bearing S.S.W. through solid rock encountered and, what was more exciting, a draught 

detected issuing from the boulder fill. 
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The hole was still its perverse self however, for on the 5th Phil Davies sustained a crushed finger with 

a cracked bone, and the 6th saw work abandoned due to torrential rain and flooded workings. The 

conditions also caused Nick Hart to abandon his car at the site for a few days. 

 

Since the rift was obviously the route to follow it was decided that the time had come to install the 

permanent shaft which had already been delivered to the site, in the form of concrete water pipe 

sections. The first step was to lay a concrete bed on the shaft bottom and to build a small brick 

chamber on which to install the pipes. This chamber was to have an aperture to give access to the rift. 

 

August 25th saw Alan Ash driving across the fields with polythene bags full of water - very tricky - 

but within the day the party had nixed some half a ton of concrete and installed it in place, plus the 

odd lengths of steel for reinforcenent. The 26th saw the door frame and 2ft. of brickwork added, an 

extremely profitable weekend, and also fortuitous since one corner of the timber shaft was seen to be 

sinking. 

 

The Saturday and Sunday following were occupied fully with finishing the wall (another 2ft.) and 

installing the pipes. These were concrete, 3ft. long X 27" outside diameter, and three in number. A 

system of pulleys (4 purchase) and a heavy restraining rope (2") which was passed around the tree 

were used for the manipulation which, with the aid of a record turn-out, just under 30 members, had 

the job done in some 2½ hours. No mean feat, for the pipe sections weighed approximately 480 lbs 

each and had to be manoeuvred down the shakehole about 25ft. and then vertically and accurately 

down the inside of the timber shaft and on to the brick emplacement. 

 

With the shaft secure it was now possible to concentrate on following the rift. As mud and boulders 

were removed the extent of this feature revealed itself. It was in fact a parallel walled fissure some 2ft. 

wide filled with large boulders, the gaps providing a channel for the draught and the whole mass 

offering support for mud and gravel. 

 

The work of September 15/l6th cleared the rift to a depth of some 9ft. and disclosed what appeared to 

be a bedding cave, very low, and disappearing into blackness in a north-westerly direction. This was 

too low to even get head and shoulders into, and since by now it was late on Sunday afternoon work 

had to cease, leaving us with this intriguing new find. 

 

The party that assembled on October 6th had high hopes for the weekend activities. However these 

were short lived, for a quick inspection revealed that the rift was now almost full of semi-liquid mud 

that had found its way between the shuttering. The entire 6th was, in fact, spent in regaining lost 

ground. It was also noticed that the bank between the tree and the shaft did not look too happy, so the 

7th was devoted to fitting more shuttering in the horizontal section at the shaft foot and also to 

installing pipe No. 4. Though little direct progress had been made a little more security of the hard 

won ground was achieved. 
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The weather had now begun to deteriorate (even more), but on November 3rd, in conditions that 

severely taxed the devotion of the surface party, access to a chamber was gained. This was small, and 

in reality only a cavity in a boulder ruckle, but hopes were suddenly raised, for between the "roof" and 

a point on the "floor" was noticed a length of twin rubber-covered wire. We had joined the 1935 route. 

However, celebrations were short lived, for the evening of the 3rd saw tragic happenings elsewhere on 

Mendip. The next day, due to shortage of helpers, no further progress was made. Again we were 

frustrated and almost a year had slipped by. By now a further complication had been added. Whereas 

with the majority of digs it is possible to stack spoil in side passages and cavities and for only three or 

four people to make slow but positive progress, Cow Hole was different, for all the spoil had to come 

out and this required a minimum of eight helpers. This was really the minimum and left no spare men 

for relief, etc. 

 

Five weeks passed before activities were resumed and on December 8th, with some twelve helpers, 

digging was concentrated on following downward the wire found on November 3rd. The surface 

conditions were, as usual, "unpleasant", and it finally dawned on us that Cow Hole enjoyed a twelve-

month winter. However, frantic activities by Messrs. Warburton and Reynolds revealed a second 

small chamber where work centred upon lowering the floor level. But again Cow Hole struck back, 

when at 4.30 p.m. a "run-in" occurred at the rift bottom. This necessitated the removal of the digging 

party while the extent of the hazard was assessed and some sort of first aid implemented. 

 

With twelve helpers again, the first part of the 9th was taken up with removing the results of the fall 

and of assembling steel supports. This was done with two working on the wrong side, but time ran out 

before anything further was added to the second small chamber. This was due to the fact that the party 

working on the new section of supports prevented spoil from being passed from the dig face to the 

lifting party. One could not help recalling the words of Allan Rogers "It will be a miracle if you get in 

and keep it open". However, there was only one Cow Hole and a lot of Wessex. It was decided at this 

time, December 9th, that work would have to cease for the winter, partly because of the difficulty in 

traversing the fields and partly because of the difficulty of obtaining sufficient assistance, not to 

mention the conditions to which the surface team would be exposed. 

 

An inspection was made on December 17th and this revealed a sorry state. The new section of passage 

was completely blocked by a fall which had come from a new direction and had put the progress back 

to August. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-255- 



 

 

Cow Hole was now committed to the winter, which proved to be the worst within living memory. An 

examination by Phil Davies in late January revealed that the shakehole was about one-third full of 

snow, and on the western sector a magnificent cornice had formed with a vertical height of some 10ft. 

The cornice persisted for some weeks and a further inspection in Mid-February showed little change 

in the conditions - lanes still blocked and parts of Mendip still inaccessible. The snow had compacted 

considerably by now, though, and entry into the shaft was possible, and a lot warmer it was. Even 

more warning was the fact that during the last eight weeks the place had behaved, but until the long 

sub-zero conditions relented plans for the future had to wait. 

 

It was April 27th 1963 before the sheer legs were again erected, timber sorted and things generally 

prepared for the second year's activities, but due to the energetic team that assembled much more was 

achieved than had been hoped for. Rock and mud were removed from the region of the December 9th 

fall, but the fall, however, had loosened a section of the right hand wall and revealed another small 

cavity. By changing direction slightly and working much nearer to the shaft foot it was possible to by-

pass the main fall and to regain the small chamber with the bang wire. After intensive work by all 

concerned, digging, shoring, tea-making, etc., three small candle stumps were found. These indicated 

that the immediate vicinity had been a point where the pre-war diggers had spent some time. This 

guess proved to be correct for at about 3 p.m. on the 28th Bill Hanson finally dislodged a boulder that 

went rumbling down into a vast chamber. 

 

Time was short and although ladders were brought and efforts redoubled the squeeze would not open 

up. The whole section looked unstable, but this did not deter the party from lowering the floor and 

hacking at the squeeze over May 4th and 3th. Unfortunately slight rock movements suggested the 

advisability of discontinuing operations. However, measurements were taken for the prefabrication of 

two heavy cantilever frames, to be erected in the final section above the squeeze to provide a tunnel in 

the event of further wall movements. The frames were to be two simple cross braced rectangles in 

very heavy channel section steel. 

 

Whilst the underground party were hard at it, the surface team installed a steel frame lid on the shaft 

top. This was constructed by Bill Hanson from 1" X 1" angle, and was pivoted on vertical inverted 

"T" posts buried alongside the pipes. The frames were delivered to the site by May 18th when a team 

of "steel erectors" spent about 4 hours assembling the frames and joining then together on the surface. 

This required drilling a number of 9/16", l/2" and 5/l6" diameter holes in 1/4" steel with a brace and 

bit, and also cutting a 3" X 2" channel with a hack saw, formidable for those who normally push 

pencils or pull teeth. But to watch those trained in the art of hacksawing using 1/l0th of the .energy 

and breaking fewer blades was a real pleasure. 

 

By late afternoon the "Forth Bridge" was dismantled and, not without difficulty, was ferried 

underground, where it was re-assembled again not without some difficulty of course. 
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Two boulders needed banging and a few more holes needed drilling, but by mid-morning on Sunday it 

was all finished and work could be resumed at opening the squeeze. For hole drilling on the Sunday 

Luke Devenish had made available a petrol-driven device. This device produced 200 decibels of 

noise, and could also drill holes. But in spite of all the effort access was prevented by a stone which 

oven two bangs failed to dislodge and alas it was time to disperse once more. The labour saving- 

properties of explosives were again demonstrated, for it was decided to provide a more wind-free 

recess for tea brewing, etc. Four ounces of P.A.G. were placed in a 2ft. bore-hole and fired. Very 

effective. At a conservative estimate some one hour of hard digging had been avoided. 

 

It was now obvious that the big day was at hand, and plans for a Whitsun Camp proceeded. Willie 

Stanton, recently returned from Angola, offered his services with chemical persuasion and John 

Church generally organised the operation. During Saturday, in very cramped and difficult conditions, 

a hole was driven into the solid rock above and to the left of the chock stone which was preventing 

access to the chamber. This was to receive a Rawlbolt to permit ladders to be hung in the correct 

manner. 

 

The chock stone, for the third time, received a chemical kick but refused to move. However, the floor 

dropped noticeably and boulders rumbled down the main pitch. Due to the continued settling, 

operations were discontinued for the day and on the Sunday John Church attacked the floor with a 

crow bar which was duly consigned to the depths, but not before success had been achieved. Rocks 

and mud went down and an aperture began to appear. This was soon increased in size, sufficient for a 

digger to squeeze through. More mud and stones were pushed down to clear the route whilst ladders, 

etc., were fetched. This was more difficult than usual, since the tackle key was not available and entry 

on the Sunday was now out of the question, but all the necessary gear appeared on Monday, June 3rd 

1963, which was quickly ferried underground, but when an attempt to rig it was made the perverse 

sense of humour of the place was seen. The laboriously fitted Rawlbolt could not be used, for the pitch 

entrance squeeze was in a different place from where all the positive indications had been. 

 

The ladder was finally hung from the Forth Bridge and Bill and John went through briefly to tidy up 

and look around the top of the pitch. This done it was Alan Ash’s honour to actually bottom the pitch 

first. Altogether some seven people descended to look around and the known prewar bottom was also 

reached. Cow Hole had finally given in, and so had the weather for it was now boiling hot. 

 

The Wessex have now opened Cow Hole; the first Club Dig for many years and it has been a hard 

battle that has required ingenuity and co-operation. Inevitably a nucleus of keen diggers has formed 

who are as interested in opening new caves as they are in perambulating around existing ones. It is 

hoped that the group’s activities will continue and have further successes. 
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But to have other success, what does it cost in materials, etc., for a major dig - and Cow Hole was 

probably the most difficult problem a new digging group could have tackled. 

 

Below are detailed the materials that have been essential to the opening of the cave:- 

 

CONCRETE PIPES 27" X 36" 4 Off 

CEMENT 3 cwts 

SAND ¾ ton 

AGGREGATE ½ ton 

BRICKS (COMMON) 300 

TIMBER 8" X 2" 80 ft. 

" (WEATHER BOARD) 350 ft. 

" (MIX) 50 ft. 

EXPLOSIVES 30 lbs 

DETONATORS 36 

ROPE (VARIOUS) 200 ft. 

STD. STEEL SCAFFOLD TUBE 80 ft. 

 "  CLAMPS 14 

ANGLE (DEXION) 200 ft. 

 " ST. 1" X 1", 2" X 2" etc. 60 ft. 

CHANNEL SECTION 3" X 2" 30 ft. 

NUTS, BOLTS, NAILS, 

RAWLBOLTS Fair Quantity 

 

Of all the above materials only a little timber is available for further use and it must be remembered 

that a large proportion of the items were privately supplied. 

 

Lastly it must be said that the dig has been a Club effort, and over the duration a tremendous number 

of members have turned up to help. Some once, some many times and often under appalling weather 

conditions. But special thanks must go to the ladies, Pat, Barbara, Jill, Rita, etc,, who, under some 

dreadful conditions, have somehow managed to provide soup, coffee and tea at just the required 

moments. 

 

A grand achievement, but it is only a start, 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

 

REPORT ON THE INVESTIGATIONS OF PEN PARK HOLE. BRISTOL Ed. by E.K. Tratman 

Publication No. 12 of the Cave Research Group, February 1963. 54pp 3 pl. 

Obtainable from "Guilcagh", Stanyeld Road, Church Stretton, Salop, 15/- p.f. 

 

At last, six years after the cave was re-opened (and 1½ years after its subsequent closure) we now 

have the full authentic story of Pen Park Hole. 

 

The book describes, stage by stage, the work surrounding Pen Park Hole, its History dating back to the 

time of King Alfred and possibly earlier and the excellent Geoelectrical survey carried out by the late 

Prof. Palmer, which pin pointed with precise accuracy the various entrances, so that the diggers were 

able to gain access. Geological, Biological and Archaeological reports are included with surveys on 

three sheets. 

A.D.O. 

 

LIFE AND DEATH UNDERGROUND by James Lovelock 

Published by G. Bell & Son Ltd., London, 1963, price l8s.6d. 157pp 16 pl. 

 

Jim Lovelock opens his book in the true style of Norbert Casteret by describing the unpleasant and 

macabre side of caving, the cave accidents. He records them accurately and satisfactorily, mentioning 

many of the lesser-known stories which would be of great interest to the ordinary caver. In particular 

he tells the story of how Dr. Bögli and his three friends were trapped for nine days in the Holl Loch or 

Hell Hole, near Muotathal, Switzerland, by rising flood waters. Cool heads and common sense were 

the only things that saved then, whilst in the Trou de la Creuze system in France six cavers perished 

because they panicked when the cave became flooded. Only their leader, by his calm determination, 

was saved. 

 

Like N. Casteret's "Tenebres", this book finishes on a happy note, a chapter on the successful, all 

British, Gouffre Berger Expedition. 

 

The book is very well illustrated and is written in an exciting and imaginative style befitting a 

journalist. It contains a useful index and list of books for further reading. 

A.D.O. 

THE BRITISH CAVER VOL. 38. Edited, Produced and Published by G.Platten, Rotherfield, Fernhill 

Lane, New Milton, Hants. 102 pp. (A limited edition of 200 copies at 8s.8d. p.f.) 

 

The bulk of this issue is taken up with Welsh Caves. The British Nylon Spinners appear to spend all 

their time caving, judging by the list of new caves explored and old caves extended. Various articles 

have been reprinted from other Journals including Trevor Shaw's "Lamb Leer in the 17th Century" 

from the U.B.S.S. Proceedings. Priddy Round House has been thoroughly investigated, and recorded.  

 

Reports of caving accidents have been reprinted from various newspapers and a bibliography of 

Mining Books has also been included, making this another bumper edition. 

A.D.O. 
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CAVING, SPRING 1963. 

Obtainable from: P. Tarbes, St. Dominic Savio College, Leatherhead, Surrey. 5/- per annum. 

 

The East Devon Caving Group appear to have a bee in their bonnet on cave locking and quite a large 

part of this issue is devoted to it. This issue even includes a paper on a Devon Cave, Afton Rift. The 

remainder of the magazine consists of an Editorial on Science and Kicks (in Caving), a list of cave 

surveys and where they can be obtained, M. Siffre's underground story and a list of forthcoming 

events in the caving world. 

A.D.O. 

 

CAVE SCIENCE VOL. 5, NO. 33. APRIL 1963 

British Speleological Association, Duke Street, Settle, Yorks. 

4to., 64p., plans, sections, illus., 10s.0d. p.f. 

 

This issue contains nothing which directly concerns the Mendip Caves, but a lucid article by Dr. Lord 

describes the making and testing of wire ladders with Araldite bonded rungs. The late L.B. Salmon 

gives an excellent account of explorations in the disused lead mines of Coalpithole Rake in 

Derbyshire. These mines are closely associated with the underground drainage system from Giant's 

Hole and the neighbouring swallets to Peak Cavern. A natural limestone swallet inside one of the 

mines was reported last century and the present investigations have shown a probable location for it, 

though collapses in the mine have so far prevented its discovery. A.L. Pill contributes the first of a 

series of reports on archaeological work in the Hartle Dale caves. Some of the lead mines in 

Swaledale form the subject of an historical article; the levels which can still be entered are described 

and there is a detailed account of the underground hydraulic pumping and winding engines. The usual 

high standard of production has been maintained. 

T.R.S. 

 

SHEPTON MALLET CAVING CLUB JOURNAL NO. 5, 1963 

Obtainable from: F.J. Davies, 10 Bramley Road, Street, Somerset. 

4to., 36p., plans, section. 2s.4d. p.f. 

 

This issue is of some importance to Mendip cavers. Thompson and Boon describe the maypoling 

activities in the Cowsh Avens of Swildon's IV, with a plan and section. Fred Davies's account of 

diving in Swildon's is illustrated by a sketch plan of Swildon's VII and he mentions Boon's entry into 

Swildon's VIII on June 23rd last year. Another article gives a concise account of the means of testing 

fresh water to assess its bacteriological purity; typical figures for unsafe and for suspicious water are 

quoted and compared with results obtained from Eastwater and Swildon's. In both cases the water was 

more or less contaminated but the authors conclude that cavers would not normally come to serious 

harm from drinking it. There are also articles on South Wales caves. 

T.R.S. 
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