
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 



 

 

WESSEX CAVE CLUB 

 

Journal No. 88, Vol.7. February 1963 

 

CLUB NEWS 

Change of Treasurer's Address 

Brenda Willis now lives at 5 Derwent Lodge, St. Phillip’s Avenue, Worcester Park, Surrey. 

 

Club Ties 

Following the receipt of just enough orders to make the introduction of a Club tie an economical 

proposition the Committee are going ahead with its design and production. A small stock only 

will be held so as to make the order into a round figure so if you are interested and have not 

already ordered please do so now through the Secretary (Approximate price, 17/6d). 

 

Horlicks Emergency Rations 

Following their article "Feeding Underground" Journal No. 86, pp. 104,5, Horlicks Ltd. of 

Slough, kindly supplied the Club with several samples of some of their emergency ration 

products, as well as six one man two day composite cave ration packs, details of these latter 

appear in their write up. If any member is contemplating a long underground expedition and 

wishes to test these rations and is prepared to write a consumer report on the same, they will be 

available on request; please give details of the proposed expedition. 

 

New Members 

We have great pleasure in welcoming the following new members to the Club. 

Elected 25.11.62. C.R. Bennett, 34 Tenth Avenue, Northville, Bristol. 7. 

D.J. Cook, Fairway, School Lane, Woolavington, Nr. Bridgwater. 

A. Fincham, c/o Textile Department, The University, Leeds. 

J.W. Fox, 22 Vernon Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham. 16. 

H. Moore, 1 Brendon View, Queen's College, Taunton. 

Mrs. C. Pease (Joint) 34 Pettitts Lane, Dry Drayton,Cambridge. 

J. Phillips, 142 British Road, Bedminster, Bristol. 3. 

J.N. Reed, 110 Portway, Sea Mills, Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol. 

A.J. and Mrs. G.R. Rigg (Joint) Pembroke, 9 Catherine Street, Frome, 

Somerset. 

G. Stevens, 23 Faringdon Avenue, Blackpool, Lancs. 

 

Elected 20.1.63. J. Cornwell, 26 Russell Road, Fishponds, Bristol. 

D.A. Dubois, 68 York Road, Weybridge, Surrey. 

D.G. Lawn, 143 Croft Road, Swindon, Wilts. 

M.K. Isaac, 13 Goffenton Drive, Fishponds, Ekistol. 

C.J. Mulvey, 6 Cedar Park, Stoke Bishop, Bristol. 9. 

P.L. Weston, Male Nurses Hostel, Mendip Hospital, Wells. 

R. White, 22 Bayham Road, Knowle, Bristol. 4. 
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Reed's Cavern 

The following notice appeared in a recent C.R.G. Secretarial Notice, and is reproduced without 

comment: 

 

"Near the above cave is a spring which is piped to supply a nearby farm. Owing to 

persistent and wilful damage to this supply by cavers and alleged cavers camping near to 

the cave, the local landowners have threatened to block up Reed’s Cavern completely in 

order to remove this centre of interest. 

 

Representations against this have been made by the C.R.G. Committee and the cave will 

remain open for the time being. Hon. Secretaries of clubs operating in the Mendips are 

asked to bring this matter to the notice of all their members and request them to co-operate 

in spreading this news to other unaffiliated cavers. Individual Members are also requested 

to help in this matter. 

 

If damage continues, the landowners feel that they must blow in the cave entrance in order 

that their tenant's farming may not be interrupted. The damage consists in the breaking up 

of manholes and concrete pipes, reducing the water supply and permitting the introduction 

of silt and pebbles into the pipes and causing them to be choked." 

 

Tackle 

The Club recently purchased a 220 ft. length of 1½" nylon life line which can be borrowed by 

Club members on special request to the Tackle Warden or Committee for caving expeditions 

including large pitches or the double lining of anything up to a 100' pitch. It will not be kept on 

Mendip 

 

We are grateful for the gift of a further 40' of light weight ladder and are happy to report the 

recovery of the 20' length that was reported missing in the last Journal. (The latter was 

exchanged shortly after, or was it before?, and the gent’s wrist watch was restored to its rightful 

owner!). 

 

Members are reminded that it is their duty to collect a tackle fee (l/6 per head) from all casual 

parties and guests using Wessex ladders etc., in any cave. Obviously if on a combined trip 

Wessex tackle is used because of convenience in preference to that of the other club, who would 

normally use their own ladders, no charge is expected. Many times, however, parties who have 

no ladder of their own rely on finding the cave laddered, particularly Swildons, and descend on 

Wessex ladders often without prior arrangement. These are the people who should pay tackle 

fees. 

 

Subscriptions 

According to Rule 8 - "Any member whose subscription has become more than three months 

overdue shall be named in the next Journal, and if within one month the subscription has not 

been paid, the member's name shall be removed from the list of members and notice to this 

effect shall be sent to the member." 

An unusually long list of the defaulters is enclosed, the Hon. Treasurer, now of 3 Derwent 
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Lodge, St.Phillip's Ave, Worcester Park, Surrey, is looking forward to receiving 15/- (l7/6 joint) 

from all those named. 

 

Affiliated Clubs 

Affiliated Clubs who have not yet complied with the New Rule 16 and have as yet not sent 

copies of their Rules with the required inclusions and details of membership to the Hon. 

Secretary, should do so immediately, at the same time forwarding 3/9 subscription per member. 

 

CLUB MEETS 

 

24th February, Pine Tree Pot. The previous visit planned for 5.1.63 had to be cancelled at the 

last moment owing to road conditions on Mendip, all those and any others who had planned to 

attend will be welcome on the new date. Names to the Secretary. 

Meet at the Stirrup Cup, 3.00 p.m. The Cave, recently discovered by M.C.G. has a 12' concrete 

entrance pitch and a relatively straight forward 40' dry pitch. 

 

2nd March, Trans African Expedition - 1962 by D.J.Causer. A talk illustrated by slides giving 

some impressions of a seven month, 25,000 mile overland journey to Africa and back, touching 

18 countries and 3 continents. 

From Cairo the expedition went southwards along the Nile Valley to Khartoum, capital of the 

Sudan, thence eastwards to Eritrea and south again through the mountains of the Ethiopian 

Highlands to Kenya, Tanganyika, N. Rhodesia and S. Rhodesia. 

Items of interest range from Nubian temples and Ethiopian monasteries to native girls and desert 

islands in the Indian Ocean. Even a few caves are included! 

Priddy Village Hall, 7.00 p.m. A cordial invitation is extended to members of all other Caving 

Clubs who wish to attend. Dave Causer promises to finish before closing time! 

 

17th March, Lamb Leer. Leader R.J. Staynings. Names please - 8 Fanshawe Road, Hengrove, 

Bristol. Meet at Quarry 10.30 a.m. 

 

23/24th March, Agen Allwedd The Club has booked the Old Daren Sunday School for the 

weekend. Will members interested in the trip please write to the Assistant Secretary, D.J. 

Causer, 19 Kenmore Crescent, Filton Park, Bristol 7, for the necessary Nature Conservancy 

application forms, and also indicate whether they wish to use the School or camp? The Nature 

Conservancy requests applications for permits to be made 1 month in advance, so members are 

asked to write as soon as possible. Julia James will lead a small party of the more experienced 

cavers to the newly discovered extension beyond Southern Stream passage. Plenty of 

opportunity for less strenuous trips will be available. 

 

6th April, Film Show - Maurice Hewins will show some of the recent underground cine films 

(colour and black and white) produced by the Farnham Group, a supporting film will be shown. 

A room with bar has been reserved at the Globe Inn, Wells, where edibles will also be served at 

a small charge. Any other member who has cine films of caving interest is invited to bring them 

along. 
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7th April, Hunter's Hole Leader Bob Pyke, names please to 12 Astley Ave., Willesden Green, 

London N.W.2. The cave contains a long and relatively difficult pitch, excellent for those 

wishing to get some ladder practice before Easter in Yorkshire. 

 

12th - 15th April, EASTER - YORKSHIRE 

Accommodation Rooms have been reserved at the Crown Hotel, Horton-in-Ribblesdale who can 

accommodate 16 members in the Hotel and a further 5 could be found rooms in the village if 

necessary. Unlimited camping ground on a good site exists conveniently near the Hotel. The 

management are able to cater for a total of 30 for breakfasts and dinners. It is hoped that a 

separate lounge will be placed at our disposal this year so as to avoid unwelcome vocal 

competition. 

Transport. Please let the Secretary know whether you require or can offer seats in cars. If the 

demand for a 12 seater bus leaving Bristol Thursday night and returning Monday night is 

sufficient to make it an economical proposition, this will, if possible, be laid on. 

Caving Unlimited scope for all types of caving exist: many suggestions have already been made, 

including trips to easier caves in the immediate neighbourhood on Friday. Simpson - Swinstow 

round trip on Saturday, leaving plenty of tackle free for other projects on Sunday and Monday. 

Denis Warburton and Alan Surrall plan to do further filming in Alum Pot and Birkwith Cave, in 

short, there should be plenty of caving to suit everyone. 

A pre-Easter get together at Hillgrove on Sunday 17th March, 4.00 p.m. of those hoping to go 

would be very useful, to discuss plans and co-ordinate transport etc. etc. 

Write to the Secretary now giving as precise details as possible of the accommodation required 

(date and time of arrival) and whether you are able to provide, or require transport, if the latter, 

whether you would be interested in the idea of the mini-bus. 

 

After Easter 

Rumours on Mendip lead one to think that some people may stay on after Easter to tackle 

Penyghent Pot. Anyone who is interested and able to afford the time is invited to let the 

Secretary know so that rumour can become fact. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hon. Secretary: P. Davies, "Morley", Silver St., Nailsea, Bristol. 

Phone: Nailsea 9. 

Hon. Asst. Secretary: D.J. Causer, 19 Kenmore Crescent, Filton Park, Bristol 7. 

Hon. Treasurer: Mrs. B.M. Willis, 7 Derwent Lodge, St. Phillip’s Ave., Worcester Park, Surrey. 

Editor: C.J. Hawkes, 147 Evington Lane, Leicester. 

Hut Bookings: E.R. Hanwell, 8 Hooper Avenue, Wells, Somerset. 
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STEEEHOLM TRIP 

 

IAN MOODY. 

 

On Saturday morning, 25th August last year, twenty-four brave cavers and friends bade farewell 

to the mainland and set forth in two small boats from Weston-Super-Mare heading for 

Steepholm. The sea was a little choppy with six to eight foot waves breaking over the boats; two 

hours later the party with one or two poor sailors, wet kit and clothes, stumbled ashore on to an 

uninhabited island. 

 

Kit and food was manpowered up the cliff top to the old army barracks. Work was immediately 

started in laying out beds and hanging out wet clothes. 

 

Caving was impossible the first day, owing to the tide, so after lunch the island was explored. 

The evening was passed with communal singing around the fire. 

 

We were wakened in the morning to the song of birds, seagulls. About 10 a.m. the cavers set off 

for the landing beach, the low tide now enabled us to reach the sea caves. 

 

The party fully explored and surveyed two caves. The First cave was entered by a low crawl 

over some pebbles into a small chamber, the chamber had a few short side passages leading 

nowhere, and an interesting boulder choke in the roof. About ten yards away was Hall Cave, this 

involved a thigh-deep wade through a low channel which opened up into a fairly large chamber, 

the floor of which was composed of pebbles and mud. We failed to find the third cave (Window 

Cave), said to be 200 yards from the south landing. 

 

We returned to the barracks for lunch, and a watch was set up to keep a look out for the boats, 

but by now a force 8 gale was blowing. At 7.30 p.m. watch was discontinued and everybody 

settled down to a second night (with emergency rations). 

 

Watch was continued first thing next day, and the rescue boat reached us about 10.30 in the 

morning. 

 

Survey Notes by P. Davies. Neither cave presented any real survey problems and probably 

hardly deserved Grade 4 readings. No obvious connections between the two or extension to 

either cave was observed. (A fuller account of the caves of the island appears in No. 44 of this 

Journal, Vol. III by- Donald Thomson, pp.14-16 & p.19.) 

 

Hand held compass and steel tape were the instruments used. One point that ought to have been 

obvious (which might be of use to others) and which proved to be an expensive error was not 

washing the tape immediately after using in salt water. Two days later it was completely rusted 

up and useless. 
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LLANGATTOCK REPORT 

 

J.M. JAMES. 

 

To report on all that has been done in this caving area during the last year is impossible, so I am 

only going to pick out the things of major interest. 

 

First to consider the major system in the area, Agen Allwedd, the most exciting discovery of the 

year was that Southern Stream passage was not impassable but again joined the mainstream of 

the cave, somewhere beyond the fourth choke. The discovery was made by a B.S.A. group and 

they extended the length of Southern Stream 1¼ miles and the main Stream ¼ mile. This part of 

the cave has some reasonable formations and three splendid and sporting waterfalls. The 

upstream section ends in a boulder choke and according to H. Lord’s survey there is still a large 

section of cave between this upstream choke and the fourth boulder choke, if a way can be 

found through the two chokes, then this would make a very interesting round trip. Downstream 

there is a sump which is perfect for diving, but who could carry diving, gear 2 miles into a cave? 

Roof passages have been found by the B.N.S. and C.S.S., these now total 2000 feet in length 

and there are still passages to be maypoled into. 

 

The fourth boulder choke has been worked on throughout the summer by C.S.S. parties. It is the 

worst part of the cave to be in because of the danger of sudden flooding and because it is very 

loose. (The first boulder choke is stable, the second subject to a little doubt in parts, the third is 

loose and in the fourth one needs to hold one's breath while working. It has proved its instability 

by trapping one person already.) The C.S.S. have penetrated 40 ft. into the boulders, but now 

work has had to be stopped for the winter. 

 

An interesting feat of strength has been going on in the terminal chamber in Turkey passage. 

This was the erection of a 40 ft. double maypole of steel scaffolding to climb into a 45 ft. high 

passage. This was done and a 100 ft. of passage was found and like all true Agen Allwedd 

passages was blocked by a boulder fall. For the number of manpower hours put into this project 

it was disappointing. C.S.S. members are considering trying to free dive the sump if their efforts 

in a small side passage (which appears to take an overflow of water in wet weather) fail.  

 

The most productive source of passage in recent years has been the upper series, there seems to 

be two places where this upper series can be found, one is in the walls of the large main 

streamways and the other is by climbing avens that are scattered throughout the cave. The latter 

on the whole have been unproductive, the notable exception being the upper keyhole series. 

Most of the work in this field has been done by Bill Maxwell with C.S.S. support parties and has 

resulted in Worker’s passage and Chocolate passage and many oxbows. Above N.W. Junction a 

joint group of C.S.S. and Llangattock Caving Group found 200 ft. of the prettiest passage in the 

cave. It is to be found by climbing up into the old streamway and going through some loose 

boulders. It is here there are some excellent erratics, banded straws, and some fine calcite and 

gypsum flowers. 
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By removing a slab of rock in Coal Cellar, another 600 ft. were revealed making the possibility 

that it connects with Midsummer passage in Summertime, greater. Indent passage, 600 ft., 

which has only been entered by the thin man of the Hereford Caving Club. 

 

The Hereford Club have done a great deal of dyeing in the cave proving the three connections 

shown in the diagram. Also proving that the Agen Allwedd water resurges in the Clydach. 

 

Work on the surface above Agen Allwedd continues with digs in the shake holes and in the cliff 

face. The three notable digs on the top are Ogof? Ogof Newport and Ogof Dead Sheep, (not yet 

named officially). All these caves are of one type in the highest level of limestone with a 

millstone grit roof, in each of the first two there are pot holes, both blocked with mud. These 

systems are interesting because at last it shows there is a relationship between the shakeholes 

and a cave system. So now in the limestone of this area there appears to be three major cave 

levels and hence some resemblance to the Floyd Collins system in the States. 

 

The most likely new entrance to Agen Allwedd if found will be in the cliff face just below a 

rubble layer. Price's Folly seems the most promising of the cliff face digs. This has been 

rewarding, for 50 ft. of digging 200 ft. of cave has been found and it ends in a boulder choke 

from which comes a draught. 

 

This area which has only one major cave will soon have more cave passage than all the caves of 

Mendip and yet on the whole it is plain passage and the beauties of the area come in the small 

delicate crystals and the huge chambers and passages. 

 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

 

Dear Editor, 

It is pleasant to stir up controversy, especially when the argument is taken up by persons of the 

calibre of Professor Tratman and Derek Ford. I would like if I may to pursue the question of the 

interesting course of Swildons Hole a little further, and then make a few comments on some 

other Journal items. (This sort of stuff, alas, is all we overseas Mendippers are good for). 

 

1. The "deep pond near Miner's Arms" (supposed by Balch to feed Rodney Stoke). I was most 

interested to read in Professor Tratman's letter that this was the "Mendip Lido" or Waldegrave 

Pond. Besides the sink he mentions this pond drains into the Waldegrave Swallet, which, when 

the pond was full to the top of the dam, would have been well below water level. I presume 

therefore that this is the "precarious choke" to which Balch refers. It was dug in 1925 by J.H. 

Savory and again in 1935 by Balcombe who reached a depth of 60 ft.; in the latter year the 

choke burst and polluted Rodney Stoke a second time, according to Balch. (perhaps Graham 

Balcombe could tell us some more about this?). In 1950 it was filled in by Luke Devenish's 

jeepdozer. 

 

If this is really the site it is unlikely to lead to St. Cuthbert's, as Professor Tratman and Derek 

suggest. Waldegrave Swallet is in Dolomitic Conglomerate which, according to the new one-

inch Geological Survey map, fills a pre-Triassic depression whose floor, of Old Red Sandstone, 
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would appear to slop towards Harptree. The Waldegrave stream probably flows north along the 

depression floor until it reaches the limestone a few hundred yards northeast or east-northeast of 

Miner's Arms. It cannot flow direct to St. Cuthbert's as the Mineries valley is entirely in Old Red 

Sandstone; in fact the only direct route to the south side of the sandstone pericline is a narrow 

high-level tongue of Conglomerate between Red Quar and Green Ore. Unless this tongue marks 

a very deep and narrow pre-Triassic valley, which is possible but unlikely, it can be ruled out. 

 

What then of the course of the Waldegrave water from near Miner's Arms? It could feed one of 

the small risings on the north side of Mendip, in the Compton Martin - East Harptree region, or 

it could travel round the west end of the North Hill Pericline to feed Cheddar, Rodney Stoke or 

Wookey. Greater distances are involved if it does the latter, but this is offset by the fact that the 

four main risings of Central Mendip are on the south, suggesting that most of the plateau drains 

in this direction. (Faster exhumation of the south side of Mendip, resulting in an early tendency 

towards southward underground drainage, may be responsible for this). To get round the Lower 

Limestone Shales at the gently plunging west end of the pericline the Waldegrave stream would 

have to pass at least as far west as Townsend Pool, which is closer to Rodney Stoke than to 

Cheddar or Wookey. 

 

On geological grounds therefore it is by no means impossible that Waldegrave Swallet feeds 

Rodney Stoke. In proposing this connection, Balch (Mendip Caves, 111, p.137) is at pains to 

show that pollution at Rodney Stoke and bursting of the pond (dammed by the Lead Works 

owners to raise its head) took place "just at the same time" and "on a summer's day without 

rain". If this really happened twice I cannot help feeling that Balch was on to a good thing. 

Water tracing, which surely must come soon, will tell. 

 

Anyhow, the point of this section is to show that Balch was not unreasonable in arguing a 

Waldegrave - Rodney Stoke connection, which if it exists rules out virtually all possibility of 

Swildons leading to Cheddar. 

 

2. The Hillgrove Swallet starch-iodine test. I disregarded this because I understood (from Balch) 

that the method was not very reliable; on the other hand I suppose it may have been this very 

result that made him sceptical. It is a great pity that the test was not repeated. One week (the 

duration of the test) seems a short time for Hillgrove water to travel the 5.5 miles to Rodney 

Stoke, below the water table most of the way and crossing, somehow, important zones of flow 

towards Wookey. One does not hear much about the starch-iodine method these days. 

 

However, assuming that the result is a true one, it would be interesting to hear the experts' views 

on how water from one swallet can be distributed to two or more risings. Is Rodney Stoke (l80 

ft. O.D.) beginning to capture Wookey (220 ft. O.D.)? Or is there below the water table in the 

mysterious regions half way between swallet and rising an interconnecting network of passages, 

in which water from the various swallets merges and flows diffusely forward along many 

channels, some to one rising and some to another? One can imagine this sort of thing happening 

in three-dimensional mazes like the Buckfastleigh caves; on the other hand where these is lively 

circulation of dirty water one would expect development of the main submerged channel to go 

ahead at the expense of minor ones, which would tend to become blocked by settling sediment. 
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Are there any well-established cases in Britain (say) of one swallet feeding two risings far apart? 

I suppose it is possible for a swallet to change its rising from time to time, as new low-level 

risings develop and capture older ones (or the reverse with a rising sea-level), thus it might be 

theoretically possible for the upper or Shatter Passage level of Swildons to lead to Wookey and 

the present streamway to feed Rodney Stoke? (I am only asking!) 

 

3. Water testing in general. 

Surely the time has now come for the Mendip clubs to get together and organise a water testing 

programme. A reliable, simple and reasonably cheap method, inoffensive to water users and 

cave biologists, is available in the Rhodamine "B" tracer, which has already been successfully 

used in Swildons and St. Cuthbert's by Bryan Ellis (Shepton Mallet Caving Club Journal, May 

1962). Since it is important to measure the time from swallet to rising, several detectors should 

be placed in each resurgence so that they can be removed at suitable intervals, one at a time. In 

view of the possibility of two or more risings being affected, the detectors should all remain in 

place long after one rising is found to be positive. The only possible drawback to such a 

programme that I can see is that when it is completed there will be no more opportunities for 

theorising by the "emigres". 

 

4. High and dry Swildons-Wookey Link. 

Derek rightly picks on the part of my article which, written in a spirit of careless optimism, 

seems to postulate such a link. I agree with him that it is very improbable, although the very 

gentle mean gradient of the Swildons upper level holds out hopes of it staying high and dry for a 

very long way beyond Shatter Passage. At the Wookey end the main cave may be expected to 

dip one or two hundred feet below the water table, and the known old upper ways are not very 

well developed by comparison with those at Cheddar (Great Oones and Goughs). Forlorn hopes 

of dry ways at Wookey include: 

 

a) The little stal and sand filled passage in the New Grottos, called by Balch "the oldest 

course of Axe". However, the sand in here might well have been lifted by the river 

discharging from the First Chamber via the New Grottos to the outside. 

 

b) A passage blocked by a fallen rock 80 or 90 ft. up in the roof of the First Chamber, 

reached by M.N.R.C. climbing scaffolding in 1934. Balch considered that here was "the 

long-sought high level and ancient water course", but in the absence of further details one 

may question this. Its position above the roof of the show cave prevented blasting of the 

rock. 

 

c) Badger Hole. On the floor of this large cavity 80 ft. above the resurgence are 

accumulations, somewhat reworked, of coarse river sand. The question is whether the sand 

was brought in from the back of the cave or through the present entrance through ancient 

eroded caves where the valley now is. At the back of Badger Hole are two more choked 

entrances, and it is still uncertain whether or not the cave continues into the hill. Intriguing 

is the fact that the inner submerged chambers of Wookey Hole are leading towards Badger 

Hole, at a much lower level. 

 

-149- 



 

 

Directly below, in the Hyaena Den, is a tiny passage running north and partly choked by 

similar sand. I spent a day digging here in 1949 but desisted owing to the uncomfortably 

snug fit. For a couple of ferrets this would be an interesting dig, but I doubt if it will lead 

them to Swildons. 

 

5. On Dowsing 

An article such as that by W. Edwards arouses mixed feelings in the geologist. On the one hand 

he feels that the subject, disregarded in scientific textbooks, is one of those peculiar phenomena, 

half science, half witchcraft, that have never yet been satisfactorily explained. On the other, he 

hears of many apparently authentic examples of dowsers accurately tracing underground 

streams, he reads more or less plausible books by dowsers who seem to make a living out of it, 

and he knows people who swear blind it works with them. 

 

With me it doesn't, to my regret, and maybe this accounts for my tendency to doubt. I am not 

one hundred per cent convinced by successful demonstrations of following known waterways, 

there is always the possibility of deception or an insufficiently critical audience. It would 

however be convincing if a dowser visited a dig at an unentered swallet or sinkhole, predicted 

the course of the unknown stream, carefully set it down in writing, and was then proved correct. 

This would have to be repeated at several sites for coincidence to be ruled out. The Journal (No. 

27, p.4) contains one discouraging example of such prophecy. On 20.8.1950 the then Club 

Dowser predicted a small stream flowing through Hunters Hole (not yet opened) and an adjacent 

depression at a level about 50 ft. below the surface. This stream did not materialise. Can anyone 

do better? 

Yours sincerely, 

W. I. Stanton. 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

BLACK QUARRS. 

 

Pray allow me space to reply to the letter from Fledermausfanger in Journal No. 87. I should like 

to make the following points: 

 

1. I apologise for being incurably optimistic (or over-estimating your correspondent's prowess at 

digging). 

 

2. If he did "put away his entrenching tool", which I doubt, someone else has made a pretty 

determined attack at Nos. 2 and 4 on my-plan. No. 4 does not "go" but No. 2 may yield to 

further work although the task is greater than I had supposed. 

 

3. I had heard of the stone workings but had been unable to locate them. I understand that 

Americans used these workings as air-raid shelters during the war. 

 

4. Two local inhabitants positively identified the quarry, to which I referred in my article, as 

Black Quarrs (and they still do, in spite of the opinion of Fledermausfanger). 
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5. The Misses Tait, in their book, refer to caves (not mines). It is unlikely that a man-made 

passage would contain "glistening stalactites" unless it broke into a natural cavity (e.g. as at 

Axbridge Ochre Hole). However, these two ladies might not have appreciated the differences 

between caves and mines and may have intended to refer to holes in the rock. 

 

6. Since your correspondent is "batty" (not in a disparaging sense), he should be pleased with 

the winter occupants of the place). 

 

7. I must pay a further visit to Black Quarrs one day. 

Yours faithfully, 

T. Charles Bryant. 

 

THE CAVES OF MENDIP 2nd Edition 

 

Additions, Errors, Corrections, Etc. 

 

A. OLDHAM. 

 

Editor's Note: I received the following in the form of duplicated sheets from Tony Oldham, - not 

intended for publication in the Journal, however I feel that it forms additional information which 

should be made generally available. Therefore I asked Tony Oldham for permission to publish 

them, and Nick Barrington for his comments. Nick writes:- 

 

"With the revised edition of the Caves of Mendip I was advised by the publisher that he wished 

to keep the cost down, and that he did not want to increase the size if at all possible. To this end, 

as mentioned on page 79, I listed all the caves which had been lost or quarried away as well as 

some of the more important digs. Tony Oldham is now giving features of the following caves 

mentioned in that list; 

 

ASHAM WOOD CAVE. CANYON CAVE. HWYEL’S HOLE. ST. DUNSTAN'S WELL 

CAVE. HANSDOWN SWALLET. 

 

He also lists the following caves which are now quarried away or would appear to have no hope 

of being dug successfully; 

CHELMS COMBE QUARRY CAVE. CROSS SWALLET. PIXIE GROTTO. WINDSOR 

HILL CAVE. 

 

With the following only one source of information was available at the time of going to press 

and no references could be checked; 

BENNETTS CHOICE. BRACELET CAVE. FLANGE SWALLET. JOHNNY NASH'S HOLE. 

NAMELESS HOLE". 

 

By additional information sheets Tony intends to keep his own Mendip Cave Registery (!), and 

we hope to publish these from time to time so that our readers may benefit from his labours. 
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Asham Wood Cave Length 30' N.G.R. ST 706/445 DG 

Situated 100 yards east of Tom Tiveys and further up valley. Discovered and excavated by 

Frome Caving Club? Ref. M.C.G. Journal No. 2. 

Backwell Cave or Hermit's Cave. No hermit could have got in. Full of earth. Possible confusion 

with Yorkhouse Cave. 

Badger Hole (another ref.) W.N.H. & A.S. - M.N.R.C. Journal 1959-60 p. 19 

Banwell Bone Cave - No evidence that bones were washed in through hole in roof, system 

entirely phreatic. 

Banwell Ochre Cave ref. A.C.G. Journal Vol. 3 Pt. 1 pp 40-45 

Bath Swallet U.B.S.S. Proc Vol. 5 No. 3 

Bennetts Choice N.G.R. ST5360/5435 Alt. 870 ' Depth 20' DIG 

Situated in a small depression in gruffy ground 500 yards NE of Pool Farm. Excavated by 

M.N.R.C. in 1959-60. Shaft in danger of collapsing so entrance covered and abandoned. 

Named after farmer Bennett on whose land the cave is. 

Bracelet Cave N.G.R. ST 523/483 Alt. 450' Length 40' Depth 20' M.C. 

Situated in Hope wood. Excavated by E.J. Mason on behalf of Wookey Hole Caves, Ltd., 

in 1956. Apart from a Late Bronze Age gold bracelet (from which the cave takes its name) 

nine Romano-British skeletons were also found. In the course of excavation an aven 

leading to the surface was opened up and a 15' deep shaft uncovered. The shaft leads to a 

small chamber with two mud choked passages leading off. A 50' rope tied to a nearby tree 

is useful for the 15' shaft. 

Canyon Cave N.G.R. 470/543 approx. Depth 20' length 120' Alt. approx. 100' above Road. M.C. 

Situated in a large disused quarry in Cheddar Gorge. The cave is formed in a narrow rift 

which is about 20' high. Entrance is in one end of this rift in very loose boulders and may 

be considered dangerous. Cave is noted for its wet and spongy "moonmilk" deposits. 

Discovered by M.C.G. ref. M.C.G. Journal No. 2 

Chelms Combe Quarry Cave N.G.R. ST 464/545 E.C. See map No. 1 Cheddar. 

About 25' above the floor in the SE comer of Chelms Combe Quarry. Discovered by 

quarrying. First explored by Axbridge Caving Group in June, 1954. Alt. 360' Depth 30' 

Entrance in 30' pitch leading to a medium sized chamber, which has good formations. 

Small hole at far end leads to a wide bedding cave about 5' high with many straws and 

erratics. At far end, another crawl leads to a final chamber, which is beautifully decorated 

and has several avens in the roof. Now quarried away. Ref. W.C.C. Journal 47 A.C.G. 

Journal Vol. 2 No. 2 & 3 

Cooper's Hole Further extension broken into Whitsun 1962 by M.C.G. on (L) East side of 

entrance. Approx 100' long a rift from 2' - 10' high work still in progress. 

Cross Swallet N.G.R. 514/500 E.P. DIG 

Priddy Four fields west of the highest point of Ebbor to Priddy road, in hugh depression a 

mile in circumference. Excavated in 1937 and 1956 by W.C.C. Alt. 840' depth 50’. 

Vertical shaft leads to two very small boulder chambers. Small choked rift leads away. 

fief. W.C.C. Journal No. 81 p. 278. Now filled in with several tons of rock and an old car. 
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Dial Quarry Cave. Entrance blocked with limestone chippings from crushing plant. 

Eastwater Cavern. Due to rock fall Dolphin Pot Route is permanently blocked. 

Flange Swallet N.G.R. ST 4757/5835 Depth 30' DIG Alt. 460' 

Burrington Combe On east side (R) of Lower Twin Brook Valley. 40 Yards NE (below) 

Sidcot Swallet. In times of deluge this cave becomes an active swallet by taking the 

overflow from Sidcot Swallet. Excavated by P.F. Bird and other misc. cavers from 5th 

January 1959. Although excavated by the Wessex Cave Club a decade previously without 

success. Cave at present, (Whitson 1962) terminates in a debris filled joint. Work 

continuing. 

G.B. Cavern. Main Chamber, near terminal passage Ladder dig. ascend 15' fixed ladder, passage 

approx. 100' profusely decorated with straws and helictites, probably the best formations 

in the cave. Berties Pot 20' Ladder and tether required. 

Green Ore Cave. Now lost Ref. W.C.C. Journal 39. 

Hansdown Swallet N.G.R. 600/471 D.C. DIG. 

Maesbury 250 yards SE of Hansdown Farm. Apply to the Farm for permission. Being 

excavated by S.M.C.C. (l955) Alt. 710' length 60' depth 20'. 8' entrance shaft leads to a 

maze of rifts and tight passages in loose rock. Human skulls among archeaological 

remains. 

Hutton Cave N.G.R. 361/581 M.C. 

Hutton in a group of fir trees, 200 yards SE of Upper Canada Farm. The entrance has now 

been lost. Discovered by mining in 18th Century. Alt. 340' depth 40'. Mining shaft which 

leads into small chamber 40' below shaft now blocked 15' down. Survey Rutters Del. of 

N.W. Somerset p. 100 Ref. Mendip caves Book III pp. 104, 107, 129. Cave Hunting pp 

293-4 British Caver p. 239 U.B.S.S. Proc, 11 pp 268-270. W.C.C. Journal No. 83 p. 22. 

Hawker Eyrie Cave N.G.R. ST 528/489 E.C. 

Situated in the upper reaches of Ebbor Gorge on the boundary of Higher Pits Farm. 

Excavated by Balch Ref. Mendip caves Book 1 p. 97. 

Hywells Cave (or Hole) N.G.R. 547/550 E.C. 

West Harptree. At foot of small bluff on southern side of Lamb Bottom. Excavated in 

1936 by E. Murrell Alt. 850' length 20' Depth 15' Steeply descending cave passage heavily 

choked. 

Johnny Nash's Hole N.G.R. ST 4760/5835 MC. 

Depth 10' length 20' Alt. 500'. 

Burrington Combe near the mouth of the Lower Twin Brook Valley 50' above valley floor 

on east (R) side 70 yards NE (below) Sidcot Swallet q.v. Tight sloping tube leads down to 

small terminating chamber. Excavated by J. Nash and other U.B.S.S. members circa 1949. 

Lamb Leer or Lamb Lair. (leer from German empty) Fixed ladder to St. Valentines' Landing. 
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Lion Cave N.G.R. ST 526/487 Alt. 580' length 10' E.C. 

Situated on the West side of Ebbor Gorge just below "The Narrows" excavated by H.E. 

Balch, Cambridge University and E.J. Mason, all at separate times. Cave takes its name 

from solitary cave Lion tibia found by H.E.B. Ref. Mendip Caves Book 1 p. 97. 

Longwood Swallet. There is a connection with August Series from the upper far right hand 

corner of the Longwood Main Chamber. It joins the August series in the Grotto just above 

the Swing Pitch. 

Milliers Quarry Cave. Length - Dept 70' 

Burrington Combe. Situated in Milliers Quarry behind Mendip Gate Cafe. Consists of a 

steeply sloping rift 70' deep ending in boulder choke. Grating frame concreted on entrance 

May, 1962. Tackle required 100' rope? Ref. U.B.S.S. Proc Vol. 6 No. 3 P. 221. 

Nameless Hole NG.R. ST 4765/5862. Alt. 440' Depth 15' Length - 

On east side of Burrington Combe 75 yards South of Avelines Hole q.v. Two small holes 

join and form a shaft which terminates in a shallow pool of water 25' rope useful. Very 

slippery in wet weather. 

Paveys Cave. See Aquarium Cave, Cheddar. 

Pen Park Hole. Entrance permanently blocked with concrete slab. 

Ref. W.C.C. Journal No. 82. P.332. 

Piney Sleight Swallet. Also known as Nod's Pot. 

Pixie Grotto. N.G.R. ST 657/478 E.C. 

In face of Fairy Cave Quarry. Now quarried away. Alt. 600' length 90' depth 20'. It was 

well decorated rift in the quarry face. Quarried away within six months of being 

discovered in 1952. 

Sandford Levvy. Just inside entrance 60' long passage leads to east (L) which comes to surface 

at its end. Tackle required 30' ladder and belay and stake 50' lifeline. Survey in M.N.R.C. 

Report 1955/56, shows neighbouring shafts. 

St. Dunstans Well Cave. Length 30' see Map 5. 

Consists of a small passage about 2' high with stal. floor in the middle of it. The stal. floor 

has been removed during excavation. Excavated by C.S.S. 

Sandford Hill Caves Alt. 330' length 70' E.C. 

In a small quarry SE of Sandford Quarries. An ochre cave. Finds in Somerset County 

Museum, Taunton. 3 entrances. 

Savory's Hole N.G.R. ST 528/488 approx, length 10'. 

Situated in the Upper Gorge of Ebbor. A rock shelter excavated by Balch and others. They 

discovered part of skeletons of 5 bronze Age or older people. Re: Mendip caves Book 1 p. 

97. 

Spider Hole 485/581 E.C. 

Burrington Combe. At road level on South side of Combe practically opposite Toads 

Hole, and 400 yards east of East Twin Brook Valley. Alt. 560' Length 40' Depth 15'. An 

open rift which may be entered part way down by an artificial tunnel. Animal bones found 

now in City Museum, Bristol. 
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Stewarts Hole, Cheddar Gorge. N.G.R. ST 4815/5427 DIG Alt. 575' length 50' 

Situated in the upper reaches of the Cheddar Gorge in a small disused quarry some 300 

yards up the gorge from Black Rock Gate on West side 50’ above road. Excavated by Pete 

Stewart and others of the M.N.R.C. circa 1957. Apart from glutinous mud the cave is 

noted for the many bones of small animals and the giant spiders. Also excavated by 

M.C.G. 1954 and called Spider Hole. 

Ref. 1957/58 Report of W.N.H. & A.S. & M.N.R.C. pp. 23, 24. 

Stoke Lane Quarry Cave 668/474 E.C. 

Stoke Lane. In large quarry, directly above and to west of Stoke Lane Swallet. Discovered 

by quarrying in 1946. Alt. 590' length 30' depth 15' 

Slippery 10' drop leads into small chamber which had some nice stalagmite formations, 

but most had been broken off. Now quarried away. 

Ref. Central Somerset Gazette Aug. 1946. 

Swildons Hole Double Trouble Series. This Series now connects with Swildons II after being 

excavated Summer, 1962. 

Tankards Hole. There is a line of swallets at right angles to the road. Tankards Hole is the one 

nearest the road. Entrance is blocked with "tipped debris" (1962) 

Thrupe Swallet Excavated by W.C.C. circa 1958/59 by George Pointing, Dave Berry, N. Tuck 

and others. 

Toads Hole. One Sunday in July, 1961 Brian Keevil found a toad alive and well. 

Tom Tiveys Hole. Excavated by M.N.R.C. 1957/1962. Neolithic remains found. 

White Womans Hole. High up on SE side of Asham Wood Ravine .... Cave with two entrances, 

ancient pottery found. 

Windsor Hill Cave N.G.R. 614/453 MC (Now E.C) 

In Windsor Hill Quarry North of Shepton Mallet. Discovered in 1935 while quarrying. 

Alt. 600' length 220' depth 26' (Length (1960) 20') 

Cave had two swallet entrances 80' apart, which led into beautiful grotto with some fine 

curtains. Now quarried away (part still remaining beneath quarry floor) 

Survey Mendip Caves Book 111 p. 119 Grade 5. Ref. Mendip Caves Book III p. 118. 
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MENDIP NOTES 

 

by 

 

Cheramodytes 

 

Coming out of his hole, dusting off the snow and thawing somewhat, Cheramodytes surveys the 

prospect on Mendip. It looks a complete blank. But no, beneath the surface something is 

stirring. Our members have been visiting Hill Grove regularly during the cold weather, though 

not to do very much caving. Water supplies were difficult, as one tank was a solid block of ice, 

while the other had a six inch layer of ice lining it with a pocket of water in the middle. The only 

way to get water was to siphon this out; a very unpleasant job, as one is almost bound to get a 

lung or stomach full of water at 32° F. (0° C.). Mr. Sealy used to help by letting us have a chum 

over the week ends, until his supply also froze. On the 26th January one of his cows had a calf 

in the adjoining paddock; a cold welcome to our world of light and sound. The stove in the hut 

has been working admirably, so that we have not had a cold night. Dave Berry gets up at about 4 

a.m. on Sunday mornings to re-stoke it. Once the calor gas froze and the cylinder had to be 

warmed up, before we could make a cup of tea. 

 

Christmas was enjoyed in good style at the hut by about half-a-dozen members, who soon 

demolished two chickens and a 22 lb. turkey with all the trimmings. They didn't die of thirst, 

either. One of our Service members got snowed up in Hill Grove over the New Year and had an 

unexpectedly extended week-end. A newspaper reporter and photographer turned up at the farm 

to get some snow pictures of Mendip and took one of our member helping Mr. Sealy with the 

cows. He insisted on being put down as a farm labourer, not a deserter. 

 

Swildon's is a few feet longer, because of the snow drift around the entrance. There are ice 

stalagmites just inside and a rather unexpectedly small amount of water in the streamway; a 

mere trickle over the forty, while in Double Trouble one of our parties was only held up for five 

minutes bailing the second Trouble. Most of the Mendip caves seem to be open again. 

 

To get into Lamb Leer a B.E.C. party had an hour's digging, followed by half an hour's work 

with a gas burner to de-frost the lock. They seem to like abseiling down the big pitch without a 

life line. Is this a new "Death Cult"? I seem to remember this as the cause of a fatal accident in 

Bar Pot about a year ago. The Burrington caves are open, and very nice and warm they are. The 

Charterhouse area is accessible, and G.B. Cave was opened without much trouble, as the snow 

at the door was not deep. Eastwater is open and so is St. Cuthbert's, where large parties seem to 

be visiting the new and very crumbling parts that have recently been discovered there. 

 

Caving should be reasonably safe as long as it is still freezing. But if it starts to rain, look out for 

floods! 

 

 

 

 

-156- 



 

 

Derbyshire Caving Association Speleological Congress. 

 

1962 at Buxton 

 

Der Fledermausfanger 

 

The Congress was held on the 26th and 27th October, 1962 (Saturday and Sunday). It consisted 

of an exhibition and series of lectures and a film show. It was very well attended with average 

attendances of approximately 100. 

 

The Exhibition was held in the Town Hall Buxton, and was open to members of the general 

public. It was opened by Dr. Jackson, who in his address spoke of the work in Devon being 

carried out by the Pengelly Research Trust and suggested that Derbyshire might do likewise. 

 

Of the many Clubs that exhibited, space will only permit mention of a few:- 

 

Pegusus Caving Club, Notts, displayed a "Cave Finder" operated by a telephone dialing 

mechanism. One dialed the code number for the cave and its situation was illuminated on a map. 

Hyperian Club, Eldon Pot Hole Club, Fourways Club and Sheffield University-Speleological 

Society:- Cave photos, surveys and caving equipment. 

 

Perivel underground Survey Society:- Survey equipment and surveys. Yobs Comer. This was 

well illustrated with press cuttings and even photos of YOBS. (The Derbyshire equivalent of the 

people who write their names on the walls of Goatchurch) Detailed instructions were also given 

for identification of these peoples: leather jackets, tight jeans, winkle pickers and helmets 

embossed with "Kiss me Quick" or Cave Rescue and usually supported by an admiring crowd of 

similarly dressed females. 

 

F. Ellis Brigham, was a manufacturers stand, displaying climbing boots, tents, etc. 

 

Goufre Berger Expedition. An enormous mound of oily caving ladders, half a dozen very well 

used, and a blackened petrol stove and other equipment used on the successful expedition. 

 

Derbyshire Archaelogical Society and Peckham Arch. Association. Mining equipment, the 

remains of skips used for hauling ore. Miners tools, picks, shovels. Stone Wedges pipes etc. All 

about 17/l8 century. Remains of 10 Bronze Age Skeletons from Dowel Cave. 

 

Peak District Mines and historical Society. Photos, surveys and models of ore Crushing plant. 

 

Stonebrack Speleological Services. Organised by G. Workman, Esq. Here one could purchase 

second hand caving books and samples of Blue John. Expeditions are organised, Rope Ladders 

made, Caving and Pot Holing courses arranged, geological mineralogical surveys undertaken 

and surveys undertaken. 
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Final Table - General. 

 

An excellent survey of Stump Cross Cavern on 4 sheets of glass on top of each other to show 

different levels in relation to each other. Posters and brochures and leaflets of Show Caves. 

 

The Lectures in Peak Buildings 

 

Draining of Alport Lead Mines by Nellie Kirkham. 

Describes the drainage level or soughs (pron. suffs) of this area and the fortunes made and lost. 

 

Cave Photography by Dr. Woolley 

Excellently illustrated with superb colour slides and exhibition size photographs. Dr. Woolley 

demonstrated his Woolley Whizz Banger, a small amount of flash powder electrically detonated 

to go off with a loud report. 

 

Cave Rescue by Norman Thornber 

He described the organisation of the Yorkshire Cave Rescue Organisations. It is basically the 

same as the M.R.O. He ended up on rather a controversial note that persons should have to pay 

for rescues as one does in Switzerland. 

 

The 1962 Expedition of Gouffre Berger F. Salt. 

The history of the cave was mentioned and mention made of the previous trip in 1960, followed 

by the full story of the successful 1962 trip when the cave was bottomed by two parties. 

 

Caving Equipment W. H. Little. 

Here the audience was enraptured by the great mound of equipment displayed from heavy duty 

Ravl Bolts to a "wet suit" for general caving instead of goon suits. 

 

Geology of Derbyshire and its Caves, Dr. Ford. 

Well illustrated with colour slides he mentioned the possibility of studying geology and 

collecting rock samples underground. 

 

FILM SHOW. 

 

The film show was particularly interesting showing five caving films and one climbing film. 

The first was an unedited film of the 1962 Gouffre Berger Expedition both underground and 

surface shots, followed by Beauties Souterrain (Belliac) in French, Padirac, The Black River in 

English, Underground Waters in Belgium in English and Sonders des Albines in French. The 

Chinese film of the Ascent of Everest caused a lot of unintentional humour. They referred to 

Climbers as 1st and 2nd Class Sportsman. This was a fine colour film well padded with 

propaganda. 

 

Poole Cavern. 

In the dinner hour we visited the local show cave, Pooles Cavern, probably the only cave in the 

world to be illuminated by "incandlescent gas". 
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The A.G.M. of the Derbyshire Caving Association 

The lectures were concluded by the A.G.M. of the Derbyshire Caving Association. George 

Workman, Esq., was called upon to give the Chairman's address. He stood up and replied 

"Stonebrack, Slack Lane, Peak Forest, Derbyshire"! 

 

He then went on to talk on "Caves not in Limestone". 

 

(1) Caves formed in Tectonic Rock or Faulting Fissure Caves. 

These occur in types of well faulted fairly solid packed rock, e.g. Millstone Grit formed in faults 

or joints of which Saddleworth is an example. The caves are about 60' in depth and from 500' to 

1,000' in length. 

 

(2) Peat Caves. 

Looks like shake hole in the peat. Formed where surface stream sinks. If you crawl along you 

will come out further down the hillside. The caves are usually 2' wide and about 1'  high and can 

be as much as ¾ mile long. 

 

(3) Sea Caves. 

The waves constantly beating on faults carve holes. The waves pressing on the air inside makes 

it explode, e.g. Fingal's Cave on Staffa. A blowhole may be formed up to the surface which 

showers up water and makes holes which can be explored. 

 

(4) Artificial Caves. 

Not mine workings, e.g. The cave under Nottingham City. Also there are some at Stockport. 

They can also take the form of beautiful artificial grottos decorated with shells to form a mosaic 

pattern. 

 

(5) Ice Caves. 

In any large glacier at the end you will find a large cave mouth in the ice with a cold stream 

flowing out of it. The pressure of the ice sheet lowers the freezing point of the water. They have 

been explored for a short distance but are very cold. 

 

(6) Lava Caves. 

The lava on the surface solidifies but underneath remains liquid and keeps on flowing, till it 

flows out and leaves a cavity underneath. 

 

Limestone is not the only sort of rock in which you have caves. 

 

The meeting then discussed whether to have a National Congress next time and wondered if the 

Mendip people would want to come. The committee then decided to contact other clubs and 

Societies to find out their views. 
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MODERN CLIMBING TECHNIQUES FOR CAVERS 

T.C. Bryant. 

 

INTRODUCTION. 

It has been noticed that many climbers are prepared to try their hands at caving and, even if they 

do not enjoy it sufficiently to join a caving club, they usually make competent cavers. Those, 

who decide to take up caving seriously, usually prove to have above-average ability. On the 

other hand, most cavers are not prepared to attempt even a simple climb because they say that 

they have no head for heights. This is a pity because even an elementary knowledge of climbing 

- balance and the correct use of small holds - is an immense asset to any caver. The object of this 

article is to suggest that some of the modem climbing techniques have applications 

underground. 

 

BELAYING. 

In climbing, the hip belay is fast replacing the older shoulder belay. When caving, it is very 

common for the lifeliner to stand (instead of sitting) and the use of the hip belay prevents him 

being pulled forward in the case of a fall. I always use this method myself and have 

demonstrated how easy it is to hold even a very heavy man. 

 

Much time is wasted at verticals in tying knots - even quite experienced cavers have been 

known to have difficulty in tying a bowline - and it is advisable to have all knots checked. If 

each caver wears a waist length with a Karabiner (not ex W.D.) only one knot need be tied, (a 

double overhand knot is suitable) and a considerable saving in time results. However, the novice 

caver does not, usually, have these accessories and he is likely to take some time tying his knots. 

If, however, a Tarbuck knot (see Fig. l) is tied correctly, this can be attached to a karabiner or 

opened out and fitted around the waist. The saving in time, on a large party, is considerable. 

Furthermore, when ascending, the Leader, who is at the top of the ladder, does not have to worry 

about the ability of those below to tie a good knot as he himself will have tied the initial Tarbuck 

knot which will not be untied until everyone is up. It is said that there are 26 methods of tying 

this knot incorrectly, so particular care should be taken by the Leader to tie it correctly. 

 

PRUSIK LOOPS 

This technique was devised for self-rescue from a crevasse, as a substitute for a ladder it would 

have a very limited application in caving, although it might be used for the ascent of Baker's 

Chimney (Eastwater) or similar places. 

 

Derek Ford's suggestion (page 66 of W.C.C. Journal No. 85) that a single Prusik loop, attached 

to the lifeline, can be used to safeguard the leader in ascent or descent, is an excellent idea 

although the leader will take longer to climb a ladder if he has to move a Prusik loop every few 

steps. He is, however, completely protected and the extra time taken is, probably, less than that 

taken to rig a double lifeline. 

 

It should be noted that the Executive Committee of the Austrian Alpine Club has held that the 

original Prusik knot (see Fig. 2) is not good enough. Experience has shown that when using 

Prusik loops made of nylon or perlon rope, the Prusik knot refuses to grip, especially when wet 
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 and the loops slide without taking a firm hold on the active rope. The A.A.C. now recommends 

a new grip-knot which is claimed to be effective for nylon or perlon rope even when wet; it is a 

Karabiner knot devised by Franz Bachmann of Fieldkirch (see Fig. 3). 

 

As caves are invariably wet, it would seem advisable to use either hemp slings and a Prusik knot 

or nylon slings and a Bachmann knot. 

 

Special crevasse rescue equipment is available but it is expensive and I do not think many 

cavers would feel such expense justified. Whatever system is used, it is essential to practise the 

technique beforehand - a rope fixed to a suitable tree will suffice. 

 

RUNNING BELAYS 

When the party is a very small one, it is not unusual to take only one lifeline even if more than 

one ladder is involved. This will prevent the use of a Prusik loop as mentioned in the last 

section. Protection for the leader can be obtained on ascent by attaching karabiners to the ladder 

at suitable points, running the lifeline through them and lifelining from below. If the karabiners 

are attached at points of maximum danger, (e.g. where the ladder is against the rock) this could 

give worthwhile protection with hardly any increase in time. 

 

ABSEILING. 

This is rapidly becoming a standard caving technique for the safe and rapid descent of a steep 

slope (e.g. entrance pitch of Balch's Hole). Every caver should be conversant with the "classic" 

method and one of the karabiner methods. More advanced cavers are descending verticals by 

this method and it might be worth investigating the use of a Descendeur for free abseils. Most 

instruments are only satisfactory with thinner rope than that used by cavers, but the "Peck" 

Descendeur (Fig. 6), which is obtainable from H.T.H. Peck, West Bridge, Leicester, price 12/6, 

is claimed to work well with any rope. 

 

SLINGS AND ETRIERS. 

A frequent cause of delay in caving is the inability of a small caver to reach the first foothold of 

a climb (a well known case of this is just on the entrance side of the First Boulder Choke in 

Agen Allwedd). By fixing a sling (or etrier) as an artificial foothold, much time can be saved. A 

sling made of No. 1 nylon is very small and can be carried in the overall pocket; it will be found 

to have many uses. 

 

ARTIFICIAL CLIMBING TECHNIQUE. 

The difficulty of carrying a Maypole into the further reaches of a cave is very great. The ascent 

of Malham Cove Arete by Messrs. Biven and Peck has demonstrated that it is possible to climb 

a vast vertical (and overhanging) limestone cliff using etriers (Fig. 4), ring expansion screws 

(Fig. 5) - where there are no cracks for pitons - and artificial technique. I feel that this method 

might be used by cavers for exploring high-level passages. It is a technique requiring 

considerable practice and persons interested are referred to the last book mentioned in the 

bibliography. 
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CONCLUSIONS. 

Even those cavers who have no wish (or inclination) to climb, can benefit from reading about 

modern climbing techniques and adapting suitable ones to their needs. Cavers who wish to learn 

to climb are advised to take a course with the Mountaineering Association or to attend the 

evening classes run, in the spring, by the C.C.P.R., details of which are obtainable from 29 

Market Street, Crewkerne, Somerset. No doubt, a demonstration of some of these methods could 

be arranged for our members if there were sufficient demand. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

 

Mendip Nature Research Committee Journal Vol. 1. No. 1. January, 1965. 

30 pp quarto. 2/6d., postage extra from P. Romford, Esq., 71 Wharncliffe Gardens, Whitchurch, 

Bristol. 

 

A well produced duplicated Journal, with articles on Home Wood Caves (Eastern Mendip), 

recent work in Lamb Lair by the M.N.R.C., an article on cave formation called "An Introduction 

to Speleogenesis", and an article on the Meterology of Goatchurch Cavern. Also an excellent 

paper by a Wessex Member on the Mines of Harptree Combe. This paper also mentions 

Richmond Castle, the Geology of the Combe, Cave Fauna and Cave Physics! 

 

Der Fledermausfanger. 
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