
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 



 

 

WESSEX CAVE CLUB 

 

Journal No.83. Vol.7. February 1962 

 

 

 

With the start of this new volume we have changed back to a quarto size Journal. Some may feel this to be 

a bad step, but it is quite simply a matter of convenience and as the Journal is, at present, produced entirely 

by slave labour from club members, and slaves being what they are these days, one has to look to their 

wishes. One of the rest important reasons is that Brenda Willis, who is chief slave, will not have access to a 

long carriage typewriter after March of this year. To produce the smaller size of Journal it is essential to 

have one of these machines in order to type two sixmo pages sideways on a foolscap stencil. Cutting or 

folding the pages takes time. Collating will be a great deal easier, and in fact there should be an all round 

saving of time and energy. In so far as cost of production goes it will make very little difference; as you see 

we have gone down to a smaller size type. The surveys will be able to be bigger without being fold-in, but 

should anyone find a long thin cave we can still include a fold-in foolscap page survey of it. 

 

 

 

 

CLUB NEWS 

 

Tackle 

 

Amongst the new items of tackle that have been put into Club use recently are two 100ft. Courlene ropes. 

These ropes have been bought to replace the hemp lifelines that seem to have had such a short safe life, 

probably owing to the difficulty of drying adequately before storing in the tackle hut at Hillgrove. Courlene 

rope is made from polythene fibre, does not stretch to the extent of nylon, is somewhat heavier and thicker 

than nylon for a given safety factor, will float and is a distinctive orange colour. It has, when new, been 

criticised for its smoothness, but like other synthetic fibre ropes it is likely to become easier to handle the 

more it is used. Members who use this rope are warned to heed Commander Lawder’s recent suggestions 

in this Journal and use an extra half hitch on their bowlines (No. 79 p. 227) and to inspect vie knots very 

carefully. 

 

Some new digging tools have been added to the rather depleted stock at Hillgrove and thanks partly to a gift 

of alloy rungs and a cheap scarce of other materials, the Gear Curator hopes shortly to have nearly 500 ft. of 

ladder available. Three more tubular steel carrying frames lave been put into use. 

 

There is now a special ladder for the 40' (labelled) and a belay for the 20'. These have been made for 

Swildons and should be used only in this cave. 
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Subscriptions 

 

According to Rule 8 "Any member whose subscription has become more than three months overdue shall 

be named in the next Journal, and if within one month the subscription has not been paid, the member's 

name shall be removed from the list of members and notice to this effect shall be sent to the member". A 

separate list of unpaid subscriptions is enclosed in the Journals of the defaulters. The Hon. Treasurer is 

looking forward to receiving 15/- (17/6 joint) from all those named. 

 

Evening Meetings 

 

Members who are interested in attending mid-week evening meetings on Mendip are invited to contact the 

Secretary with suggestions for such meetings. 

 

New Members 

 

We welcome the following new members to the Club:- 

K.F. Baker, 61 Alexandra Avenue, Sutton, Surrey. 

A.J. Davis, 59 Walsh Avenue, Hengrove, Bristol 4. 

Mrs. J. Hanwell, Janes, Stoberry Crescent, Wells. Tel: Wells 2457 - (joint member) 

Mrs. J. Knipe, 26 Kingsdown Parade, Cotham, Bristol 6. (joint member) 

D.D. Richardson, 45 Windsor Crescent, South Harrow, Middx. Tel: Byron 8124 

P.T. Stovell, 11 Burnham Road, Knaphill, Woking, Surrey. Tel: Brookwood 2843 

A.L. Wicks, 193 Redland Road, Bristol 6. Tel: 39509 

Mrs. S.P. Yeo, "Sinclare", 5 Broadway Road, Bishopsworth, Bristol 3. 

Beechen Cliff Speleological Society, City of Bath Boys' School, Bath. (Affiliated Club) 

 

 

CLUB MEETS 

 

Attention is drawn to the change in venue of Prof. E.K. Tratman's talk on 10th March. 

 

10th March G.B. Cave Leader Jim Hanwell. Meet at the roadside near the cave entrance at 11.0 a.m. 

Lecture by Prof. E.K. Tratman on "The Hydrology of the Burrington Area" 7.30 p.m. at Wells Museum. 

This is to be a joint Wessex/M.N.R.C. lecture. 

 

11th March G.B. Cave Leader David Willis. Meet at the roadside near the cave entrance at 11.0 a.m. 

 

24th/25th March Club Dig at Cow Hole Organiser Denis Warburton. 

Tackle for removing spoil from the shakehole has been designed and is well on the way to being built ready 

for an early start on Saturday. Further dates will be arranged as necessary to suit the majority of helpers on 

the 24th/25th. 
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1st and/or 29th April. It is hoped to arrange a trip or trips to Balch's Cave. Meet Fairy Cave Quarry 11 a.m. 

Numbers will be limited and members who are interested are asked to write to the Hon. Secretary as soon 

as possible. 

 

Easter - Yorkshire, Organiser Dr. O.C. Lloyd. The joint Wessex/U.B.S.S. party for Horton-in-Ribblesdale 

this Easter grows almost daily. The new landlord of the Crown Hotel says he has 16 beds available in the 

hotel and has been encouraged to find more bed space in the village, as was done once before. The party is 

already larger than that, and although no limit will be placed on numbers, some will be encouraged to bring 

tents with them. The weather is likely to be cold but sunny. (Hopeful!? Ed.) Anybody else wishing to come 

should write to Oliver Lloyd, Withey House, Withey Close West, Bristol 9, saying whether they want 

indoor accommodation and what their expected days of arrival and departure are, so that he can sort out 

these problems. It has been suggested that we try to do the double round trip Simpson’s Pot/Swinsto Hole. 

This is difficult but by no means impossible if we take more than one day over it. Besides this, Denis 

Warburton wants to do some underground filming (a leisurely affair), probably in Alum Pot, which is one 

of the most beautiful. Anyone with good recent 2" x 2" lantern slides of caving or allied subjects should 

bring them. Oliver will be writing later to all those who have written to him to say what is available in the 

way of accommodation and transport and to ask which dates they expect to be up there. Transport is a bit 

sticky at the moment, and he would be glad to hear of some more available car space from Bristol. 

 

11th/13th May Devonshire. Organiser C.H. Kenney. Trips will be arranged to Read’s Cave, Bakers Pit and 

Pridhamsleigh. Accommodation will be limited owing to a C.R.G. meeting in the area, so it is proposed to 

camp at a site ¼ mile outside Buckfastleigh alongside the Paver Mardle. Accommodation can probably be 

arranged for those preferring a roof over their heads. Names to and further details from Howard Kenney, 

Tudor Cottage, Beryl Lane, Wells. The Cave Research Group are holding one of their General Meetings in 

Buckfastleigh and those joining this trip could also attend the C.R.G. lectures, etc. 

 

26th/27th May Hillgrove Weekend. There are a few outstanding maintenance jobs to be done at 

Headquarters, and it should be possible this weekend to get most of them done, given adequate help and 

good weather. The Hut Warden has promised to provide liquid and solid incentives for the hard worker on 

Saturday evening, when there will inevitably be other entertainment. 
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16th/17th June South Wales. Organiser Dr. O.C. Lloyd, Withey House, Withey Close West, Bristol 9. 

Further details will be published when available. The party must be limited to 15 staying at the South Wales 

Cave Club Headquarters. 

 

25th/26th August Steep Holm. Organiser Roy Staynings, 8 Fanshawe Rd., Hengrove, Bristol 4. Details will 

be confirmed later. Party limited to 24. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hon. Secretary; P. Davies, "Morley", Silver St., Nailsea, Bristol. Phone: Nailsea 9. 

 

Hon. Treasurer; Mrs. B.M. Willis, 15 Hooper Avenue, Wells, Somerset. 

 

Editor: C.J. Hawkes, 147 Evington Lane, Leicester. 
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A GIANT AMONG CAVERS 

 

The death of Eli Simpson ("Cymmie" to his friends) on the 1st February 1962, removes from the caving 

world one of its most controversial figures. Gifted with unbounded energy, a flair for cave exploration, an 

ability to inspire loyalty and devotion among his friends and exasperation among his enemies, Cymmie 

bestrode the northern caving fraternities like a giant. His was much of the drive which made the British 

Speleological Association strong and successful from its inception in 1935. As its Recorder he possessed an 

unique collection of survey and cave exploration data, much of it unpublished. There was no room in the 

B.S.A. for more than one leader, and it was the force of his personality that led to the great split in that 

organisation just after the war. Since then he has been its undisputed monarch and has continued to publish 

"Cave Science". One of the fission products of this split was the Cave Research Group, founded in 1947, 

whose undoubted success has been inversely related to the decline of what was left of the B.S.A. What 

everybody wants to know now is, what is going to happen to Eli Simpson's records (in fact his own, in 

theory those of the B.S.A.). He is known to have threatened, if not to take them with him, at least to send 

them "luggage in advance", but there is reason to believe he never carried out this threat and that they may 

be intact. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A letter from one of our members E. Giles, R.A.F. Aird Uig, Timsgarry, Isle of Lewis, Scotland, has been 

received, inviting any member to write to him who would be interested in joining his proposed expedition 

to the ice caves of the Gavarnie region of the Pyrenees this summer. 
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MENDIP NOTES 

 

Cheramodytes 

 

The Maypole-Shatter Pot Connection 

 

The turn of the year saw the discovery of yet another 300 ft. of Swildon's Hole. On 27.12.61 Steve Wynne-

Roberts and Robert Pyke went to the Keith’s Chamber area of Paradise Regained, shinned up Oliver Wells' 

maypole climb and had a look at the dig beyond, at which it is believed that the Cambridge bods worked at 

one time. They noticed a rift above the dig and Steve climbed this for some 25 ft., before entering an 

untrodden passage running approximately south. On this trip and on a subsequent one (14.1.62) they had a 

good look at the new series. The South Passage, just described, leads to a 30 ft. pitch into a cross rift some 5 

ft. high, which eventually debouches high up in the roof of Shatter Pot. It is possible to traverse high above 

Shatter Pot and stand directly above the ladder pitch, A ladder dropped from this point would, Robert says, 

give a nice academic little round-trip. 

 

To the West of the South Passage enters an inlet passage, which can be followed some way into a high 

chamber, in which they plan to do some maypoling. They think that this may be the S.E. inlet series, that 

Derek Ford thought existed in the area. It was due to his idea that they got interested in the first place. 

Robert says they are a bit disappointed, as they had hoped they were running due South into the empty part 

of the map. However, the passages, though devoid of formations, are attractively shaped and rippled, so that 

although it is a long way round it is a pretty way. I would add that any discovery in Swildon's is a source of 

satisfaction, and that the attractive appearance of these new passages is not the only thing Steve and Robert 

have to be proud of. 

 

Vicarage Passage revisited 

 

It is indeed strange how the enthusiasm of Ford and Stanton seems to lead people into discovering 

something quite different from what was expected. Ford expected this south-easterly pointing rift passage, 

50 ft. above the big bend in Swildon's II, to lead towards the end of Double Trouble, only 100 ft. away. 

Instead of that we broke upwards into a moderately big solutional bedding cave, which goes in the opposite 

direction, to the N.W., interrupted after 280 ft. by a 20 ft. pot hole. We could climb down into this but not 

out on to the far side, where there is an obvious high level continuation. This pot hole (Vicarage Pot) is 

almost exactly under Priddy Vicarage. If only we had named the new series "Trouble Connection" before 

entering it, it might have gone where we wanted. We still have hopes, however, for there are two very 

promising points to start digging. 

 

The survey was carried out on 20.1.62 by Howard Kenney and Oliver Lloyd, while David Houston and 

Martin Reynolds explored the verticals. Vicarage Pot has a muddy floor with no openings, but the 
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other vertical is much more interesting. This is a pit in the floor of Vicarage Passage, 30 ft. from our break-

through. David went down it for 32 ft. into a rift and then found himself literally in "square one", for there 

on the wall of the Landing, 20 ft. above the streamway, was our first survey station marked in yellow chalk. 

 

The trend of Vicarage Passage is uphill in both directions from this Pit Rift; N.W. to Vicarage Pot and N.E. 

for 60 ft. to a place where roof meets mud. This is one digging point. The Pit Rift therefore must have taken 

all the water from Vicarage Passage, and the point at which we entered can only be a chance connection 

caused by collapse of the floor of Vicarage Passage into the passage by which we entered. This should 

mean that Derek Ford was right, and that there is a further passage in the original south-easterly pointing 

rift, under the boulders, going in the direction of Double Trouble. This is the other digging point. 

 

A Subsidence in Priddy 

 

Jim Hanwell tells me that, following the thaw after the first week in January, the main road subsided 

outside the bungalow, towards Priddy from The Stores. It happened overnight and consequently the Wells 

R.D.C. soon repaired the damage before our people could get a look. Still, Mike Thompson and Jim went 

round and saw the surveyor on the 15th and later the foreman who organized the repair. They said that it 

had been possible to push drain rods 27 ft. vertically downwards in the loose rubble, before reaching 

something solid. Towards the bottom they seem to have detected a reasonable air space, and in probing up 

and down they lost the last four sections of the rods. The collapse was about 10 ft. in diameter and actually 

broke the four inch water main. For several hours this water must have poured through the rubble, 

augmented by the surface run-off from rain and thaw. 

 

After tidying up, the workmen filled the hole with crashed rubble and topped it with a thick layer of 

reinforced concrete, which will no doubt be saisfactory for the road users. 

 

"Caves on War Basis" 

 

So ran a headline in the Bristol Evening Post on 18.1.62, for Mr. R.C. Smith, Vice-Chairman of Churchill 

Parrish Council, had been expressing his views. All the easily accessible caves of the Mendip Country, he 

is reported as saying, should be prepared as shelters for the civilian population in case of nuclear war. 

"These caves could save thousands of lives in a nuclear conflict. They have already preserved human and 

animal life through two ice ages. They should be an integral part of the Civil Defence plans for this district." 

 

It seems possible that the worthy Vice-Chairman’s ideas about what it is like trying to live down a cave are 

on a par with his knowledge of archaeology, for it was in the last inter-glacial period that Palaeolithic Man 

used these caves and not during the periods of glaciation. And has he considered that all the water entering 

the cave would be radio-active? 
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The Wessex Dragon 

 

In a shower of gold the Wessex Dragon flew in at my window and looked over my shoulder. He is furious. 

As he can't hold a pen in his claws he asked me to write and say how angry he is with the Editor for having 

allowed him to be described in the last issue of this Journal as a "Wyvern". A Wyvern is an altogether 

inferior beast,, having but two legs (the front two), while our Dragon has four, two to get along with and 

two for holding a lighted candle, that most dependable illuminant. He acknowledges the red Welsh dragon 

as a child of his, in much the same way as the South Wales Cave Club is a child of the Wessex, but it was 

as a golden arm band that he was worn by the Earls of Wessex before the Conquest. Here is his description: 

head and snout like nothing on earth, unless it be that of a crocodile with pointed ears; tongue barbed; body 

and tail covered with scales like a lizard, small ones behind and large plates in front; small scales cover the 

legs, which end in claws like a bird (three in front and one behind); wings like a bat; tail barbed at the tip 

and always pointing upwards. Tail between the legs signifies “coward". 

 

Drive In? 

 

Is it really true that there is to be an underground car park in Cheddar? I had thought that the notice which 

appeared in front of Cooper's Hole for a short period of time proclaiming "Site for new underground Car 

Park for 500 cars" was just a prank by one of "they young fellows in fancy waistcoats". However, when 

walking down the Gorge the other day, three workmen were seen in Cooper's Hole wielding two 

pneumatic drills and a fork. Under interrogation they murmured something about making it a round trip - in 

at the main cave. This seemed unlikely as it would be a fairly long way to drill according to the survey and 

anyway they were drilling in the up-Gorge side. So what else could it be? 

 

Club Meets 

 

On 29th January twenty-seven members braved the weather to attend Richard Kenney's interesting and 

well illustrated talk on the Falkland Islands Dependencies Survey. His stories and colour slides of seal meat 

being fed to huskies did not prevent us from enjoying the refreshments that followed. 

 

On the following day David Willis was outnumbered by 25-1 when he turned up at Hilliers Cave….. 

 

A dozen or so members were made very welcome by Mr. Savory on Thursday, Feb. 8th, when he gave a 

talk at his home on Steep Holm. So interesting did he make the subject, which was profusely illustrated, 

that as soon as the refreshments came round nearly all those present got together and arranged a date in 

August to visit the island. 
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AGEN ALLWEDD - NOVEMBER 4TH & 5TH 

 

C.H. Kenney 

 

The second club trip to this cave in 1961 proved to be an enjoyable weekend. This is the time of the year 

when seasoned campers pack up their tents with moth balls, but not the Wessex Cave Club, and it was 

perhaps even more unusual that Dr. Ron Read, President of the Jamaica Caving Club, who was on holiday 

in this country, should choose November as his first taste of English camping after being used to roughing 

it in tropical conditions and caving in a temperature of 70°F. It was a pleasure to entertain him and perhaps 

some members were able to hear him lecture on Jamaica caves to the U.B.S.S. The camp site on the old 

quarry track leading to the cave has a glorious view of the beginning of the Black Mountains but it was not 

appreciated that at this time of the year the sun never reaches it, so on Saturday morning several of the party 

climbed on to the Mynydd Llangattwg plateau to enjoy the unclouded sun and to inspect the many shake 

holes above the cave. Meanwhile Phil Davies and the Holland Brothers set off on a trip to the Summertime 

Series, and although in finding the way Mike Holland managed to show them many other parts of the cave, 

the Inner Circle trip was accomplished in nine hours. The C.R.G. publication on the cave tells one to expect 

a trip of anything from 10 to 20 hours. In the afternoon the rest of the party, which consisted of "Atty" 

Attwood, Dave Causer, the Kenney Brothers, Alan Surral, Denis Warburton and guests of the Club 

Barbara Brisland, Katherine George, Ron Read and Peter ? , took a gentle stroll up Main Passage. The 

evening was spent in the traditional cavers' pastime and the Llangattock pub echoed to the sound of caving 

songs and Welsh hymns alternately. During the rendering of one of the latter, Atty was seen by all to 

remove his deaf aid in a very deliberate manner! 

 

On the Sunday, a second party keen to visit Summertime, consisting of Dave Causer, Howard Kenney and 

Denis Warburton, surprised themselves by negotiating the Inner Circle in 5 hours 50 minutes, but they did 

have the advantage of losing themselves only once. At this rate they consider that they might even be able 

to keep up with Julia! Some of the rest of the party revisited Main Passage where Ron Read busied himself 

photographing the Selenite crystals. 
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SECOND CONFERENCE OF CAVE RESCUE ORGANISATIONS 

 

Phil Davies 

 

The useful exchange of ideas and technical details that made the first conference at Skipton in September 

1960 such a success was again the main feature of this second conference held at the University, Bristol, in 

September last year. There were over 60 delegates and observers from rescue organisations and clubs from 

Derbyshire, Devonshire, Herefordshire, London, Mendip, South Wales and Yorkshire. 

 

Amongst the topics discussed was the problem of foul air in caves. Dr. Allan Rogers suggested that part of 

the CO2 problem might be explained by the fact that if water is saturated with air, the gases coming out of 

solution contain up to 2.9% of carbon dioxide, which is approaching the level which makes for 

uncomfortable caving. One delegate warned those present of the dangers of poorly tamped, old or slow 

burning explosives. He advised using an "extra bucket full" of tamping, preferably dry sandy material in 

order to avoid trouble. He then went on to describe circumstances which nearly led to the death of a caver 

following an underwater charge in South Wales. 

 

From the discussion on the relationship between cave rescue organisations and the Police, it seems that on 

Mendip we are more fortunate than most in enjoying singularly harmonious relations with them. In 

Derbyshire, although the police were aware of the call-out procedure, the teams were only called out to 

rescue animals; on the occasions when serious caving accidents had occurred the C.R.O. had not even been 

alerted. 

 

Further discussion dealt with various regional call-out arrangements and the training of rescue teams, the 

formation of a London Rescue Organisation was announced, drawing its members from the W.S.G., C.S.S. 

and the M.C.G. A timely warning for parties visiting Ireland came in the form of a description of cave 

rescue facilities that existed in that country - any serious accident would require parties to be flown out from 

England. 

 

The Cave Rescue film made by M.R.O. in 1960 was shown to delegates before they gathered for Dinner at 

the Hawthorns Hotel. Following dinner, demonstrations and discussions at the University continued on 

such topics as the design of cave stretchers, sump rescue apparatus, the use of expanding stemples and cave 

telephones. 

 

On Sunday morning delegates took the opportunity of practising with the M.R.O. sumping apparatus in 

Barton Hill baths, where a scale model of Swildons Sump I was sunk in four foot of water. As on previous 

practices it was most noticeable that all who were wearing breathing aids for the first time, whether as 

assistant or victim, had complete confidence in the apparatus and were impressed by the simplicity of the 

technique. 
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It is to be hoped that the obvious success of this conference will encourage further meetings on a national 

scale, when other and perhaps more advanced aspects of cave rescue can be considered. If any criticism of 

this conference can be made it would be that there was too little time for full enough discussion. 

 

Following this conference, the Derbyshire C.R.O. have, I believe, revised and simplified their call-out 

system, and so I am told have subsequently enjoyed far better relations with the local police; the conference 

has perhaps helped in a practical way already. 

 

 

RECENT DISCOVERY OF CAVES AT NOTTINGHAM 

 

E.J. Waddon 

 

It is widely known that beneath the older parts of the City of Nottingham lie numerous caves - artificial 

tunnels driven into the soft Triassic sandstone presumably to serve as cellars and storage accommodation 

before the days of the "frig". Recently the discovery of several of these caves on a building site has involved 

the Contractors in considerable additional engineering work. The following account, extracted from "The 

Illustrated Carpenter & Builder" for Oct. 27th 1961 (Vol. 150 No. 4391, p.3453), which gives details of a 

method of cave prospecting by pneumatic drill, may be of interest. 

 

"While drilling for the foundation of an eight-storey office block in Mansfield Rd., Nottingham, Costains 

have discovered a series of medieval caves. Not only are these caves of historical and archaeological 

interest, but they also pose some interesting problems for the construction team, which should set the work 

back by about four months. 

 

The original foundation plan called for 10 beds, each 5ft. square and sunk to a depth of 15ft., but the caves, 

up to 100ft. long, are located either 24ft. or 36ft. below the surface. When drilling started voids were 

revealed under a number of the shafts and when the rock between the base of shaft and the void was 

removed the caves, dating back more than 500 years but not unparalleled in Nottingham, were revealed. 

 

After consultation with the City Engineer, Mr. R.M. Little, Richard Costain (Construction) Ltd., instituted a 

probe drilling programme from each foundation bed to ascertain whether the rock beneath was solid. Holes 

are being driven at 45° from each comer of the bed and vertically from its centre, and in some cases the 

rock is solid. 

 

If this is not the case, the intervening rock between the base of the foundation bed and the roof of the cave 

has been broken away and the whole process repeated until bedrock is reached. The drillers have had to go 

as deep as 40ft., although the depth of shaft on the average has been 20ft. 

 

Among the relics which have been unearthed as the foundation operations have progressed have been clay 

pipes with their embossings clearly visible, and it is known that they date from the late seventeenth and 

early eighteenth centuries. 

 

Among the complex of caves under this old site is a well which, although dry is still intact and with its hand 

and foot holes just as they were in the Middle Ages." 
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DON QUIXOTE, POTHOLER 

 

Alan Hemmings 

 

It is interesting to compare modern caving with that of three hundred and fifty years ago. Cervantes led an 

adventurous life, and many of the details in his account of Don Quixote's descent into the Cave of 

Montesinos in Central Spain make us think that he himself had had some experience of practical potholing. 

 

Don Quixote is determined to get to the bottom of the pothole, even if it reaches to hell itself. So he, his 

squire Sancho and their guide buy six hundred feet of rope. At the mouth of the cave Don Quixote is not 

merely tied to the end of the rope but is thoroughly bound up in it - round his doublet, not over his armour - 

while the other two try to dissuade him from going. He regrets not having brought a little bell by which he 

could have signalled to them that he was still alive and descending. There is no mention of taking a light. 

 

Next he kneels down and says one prayer to Heaven and another to his absent mistress. 

 

The entrance to the cave is large, but overgrown with briars, so he draws his sword and hacks a way 

through. Numbers of crows, alarmed by the noise, fly out and knock the knight off his feet. However, there 

are no bats, and being a religious man and not superstitious, he gets to his feet again and begins the descent, 

with Sancho and the guide paying out the rope and saying prayers for him. He continues to call out for 

more rope, his voice coming up as through a funnel, until the life-liners can no longer hear him. In any case, 

they have paid out the entire length of rope and decide to wait for half an hour before pulling it up. 

 

When the time comes, they begin to haul in the rope but are alarmed to find that it comes up easily with no 

weight on it. Sancho is very upset, thinking that his master has stayed below. He is much happier when, 

after pulling in about four hundred and eighty feet, they feel a weight again and at fifteen feet can see Don 

Quixote quite distinctly. 

 

They haul him out of the cave and lay him on the ground. A modern caver would turn his thoughts to 

methane poisoning, concussion and strangulation, for the knight's eyes are shut and he seems to be asleep. 

At this point in history and under these circumstances the two do the only thing they can: they untie him, 

turn him over and over and finish by giving him a good shaking. This does the trick and Don Quixote 

wakes up and stretches himself. 

 

What he says is quite unlike anything ever heard on Mendip, but he interrupts himself to have something to 

eat, being very hungry. The cloth is spread on the grans and all three sit and eat lunch and supper in one. 
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After the meal we hear what happened below. About eighty feet down there was a small chamber. Some 

light reached it from the surface and Don Quixote, having no light with him, decided to rest there a while. 

He called out for the others not to let down any more rope, but they could not hear him; so he rolled it into a 

coil as it came and sat on it, wondering how he could reach the bottom of the pothole with no support. 

 

At this stage he fell asleep. Perhaps he had one of those extremely comfortable rocks which can be found in 

most caves. What he saw when he awoke cannot be briefly reported. If anyone in Lamb Leer sees an old 

man with a white beard, a black cap and a cloak of purple serge, and a procession of lovely maidens in 

white turbans, he would be well advised not to mention the fact. Don Quixote did, and spoke of so many 

things that the guide began to wonder how he could possibly have seen it all in just over an hour. Don 

Quixote swore that he had been in the cave for three days and four nights. The guide shrewdly asked if he 

had had anything to eat, "Not a mouthful," said the knight. "I didn’t even think about being hungry." 

 

 

 

Notes:- The only reference that gives any description of Montesinos at all is Casteret, N., Une Vie de 

Chauve Souris; Paris, Didier 1945, pp. 97-98. It is near the ruins of a castle called Rocafria and is used by 

migrating bats for a few days each season on their way between France and N. Africa. The entrance is 

almost hidden by brambles and bushes. At the foot of the entrance shaft a horizontal passage leads to the 

chamber used by the bats, but Casteret does not imply that there was nothing else. I think he had almost 

certainly visited the cave himself though he does not say so. The depth is not stated. 

 

T.R.S. 
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NOTES ON SWILDON'S HOLE, 1961 

 

D.C. Ford 

 

1. Swildon's Six 

 

To follow up the very successful operation of June 17th, when Swildon's Six was made practicable for the 

non-diver and subsequently explored, a second party visited the new addition on July 8th. The divers, Mike 

Boon, Ken Dawe and Mike Thompson, probed the 'inevitable' terminal sump, Sump Six, in an impressive 

team operation which led to Boon gaining the threshold of Swildon's Seven. Steve Wynne-Roberts and I 

surveyed the June discovery at C.R.G. Grade Four: Bob Pyke took on the thankless tasks of kitchen and 

trimming the trench which drained Sump Five. 

 

The survey is included with this article. One of the two side passages, the South-East tributary, was left 

unfinished. Steve estimates that it extends for 150 feet from point X on the survey - probably in a northerly 

direction. To ease plotting on to William Stanton's plan of Swildon's, the following are the co-ordinates for 

the marked stations:- 

 

Station No. Easting Northing 

  1 10,212 9,226 

  2 10,245 9,174 

  5 10,337 9,147 

  8 10,297 9,032 

12 10,390 9,050 

19 10,414 9,210 

22 10,403 9,081 

 

 

The length of the new stream passage, Sump 5 to Sump 6, is 330 feet. Side passages, including Wynne-

Roberts' estimation, bring the total length in Swildon's Six up to 620 feet. The level of the water surface in 

Sump 6 is 342 O.D. and the water has been found (inadvertently in some cases) to be 8-9 feet deep. Thus 

Swildon's is now about 445 feet in depth, pipping G.B. for the title of "deepest Mendip cave" by a few feet, 

despite recent digging at the bottom of the latter. 

 

The new main stream passage is similar to Swildon's Five. It has a very low gradient and there was some 

evidence to suggest that silting with clay and pebbles is the predominant formative activity under the 

present water regimen. It meanders along the strike of the rock to S.W. and then back to N.E. - so that little 

direct forward progress to an ultimate rising can be reported. Chemical solution, rather than mechanical 

wear, has excavated the bulk of the passage. There is deep pocketing of walls and roof in places, but no 

strong scalloping. This tends to suggest that the corrosive waters were moving slowly, being blocked by 

Sump 6 or some other obstacle downstream of it. The diver's description of the Sump (a low roofed and 

tight passage, 4 feet below water level and 30 feet long) suggests a good blocking site. A uniform layer of 

mud on the walls and roof indicates that the main passage fills completely under high flood conditions. 
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The two tributary passages are small and, probably, geologically recent additions. The N.E. Tributary has 

been enlarged to passable dimensions by a trickling stream similar to that seen in Blue Pencil Passage. 

These features, plus plan positions and rock structure, suggest that it is in no way connected to Paradise 

Regained. It ends in a hopelessly tight sump. 

 

In conclusion, one wonders whether the main stream, hereabouts, is not set upon meandering and sumping 

every hundred yards or so, to the present limits of practicability. The best hope for a major extension 

beyond Sump 6 would be the picking up of a big tributary system with high-level bypass passages. But the 

cave is here well removed from the best site for the development of such tributaries, the Shale-Limestone 

junction. In any case, Sump 6 sounds out of the question for the non-diving majority. 

 

2. The Shatter Passage extension of Paradise Regained 

 

The lack of prospects for non-divers in Swildon’s Six stresses the importance of an earlier discovery of 

1961, Shatter Passage. The principal theory for the origin of the Swildon’s ramifications sends convergent 

flow from big streams in Swildon’s One and the Black Hole Series down this passage, before the 

development of Two, etc., at a lower level. (This theory may require modification, see Note 3, which does 

not, however, invalidate the role of Shatter Passage). For a variety of reasons, it is very unlikely that this 

early line of flow does not eventually link up with the modern main stream. We know now that it does not 

connect in Six. 

 

The main Shatter Passage is somewhat different from most other parts of Paradise Regained because there 

is no scalloping and rather deeper pocketing. This is rather distressing for future prospects because it 

suggests that the formative water was backing up against some larger obstruction than is seen elsewhere. 

But this could be merely the result of silting during late stages of development. 

 

The most impressive feature of this passage is its great expansion of size around the 8ft. overhang. This is 

due to local solution in a fault, the biggest seen in Swildon’s. The rock is smashed and impregnated with 

calcite over a breadth of 25 feet. Unfortunately, as elsewhere in the cave, the water chose to push boldly 

through the fault rather than follow theory down it, though it does bring in two tributaries. 

 

Where should the attack be pressed in Shatter Passage? The terminal choke seems the best bet, but looks 

very awkward. Past history suggests a method, and that the prospects may be better than supposed. The 

main passage was first entered when Mike Boon and Jim Giles cleared a crack in an earlier chamber 

because there was a strong draught blowing through it towards them. The cave was flooding at the time of 

their visit; the previous week, under normal water conditions, another party had overlooked the crack 

because there was no draught. This clearly suggests that, under flood conditions, rising water expels air into 

Shatter Passage. It is most unlikely that this rising water can be other than that of the main stream 

somewhere below Six. The link up is evidently fairly direct and not 
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obstructed by total choking. Shatter Passage itself should be visited under similar flood conditions and the 

source of the draught traced and attacked. 

 

3. Swildon's Two and Double Trouble 

 

Once it was plotted on to the Swildon's map, it was obvious that the Double Trouble Series should link up 

with the known cave somewhere between Sumps 1 and 2 - giving a very sporting round trip. When the 

search for a link began, it was hindered rather than helped by the "theory of origin" for the cave, mentioned 

in Note 2. This required that the Black Hole Series water fed through Double Trouble before Swildon's 

Two main stream passage developed at a lower level to capture it. Therefore the connection should be with 

some part of the Black Hole Series but not with the main streamway. The higher parts of the Old Approach 

Route offered the most promising site, a clay choke, which Howard Kenney, Oliver Lloyd and others dug 

last winter. Instead of a link going down to the south they found an important inlet coming in from the 

north. At the same time (and at such a distance from Mendip that he could not be asked to put theory into 

practice with shovel and bucket) the author concluded from some field notes that there was no case for the 

Black Hole Series ever having fed anywhere but into Two main stream passage. 

 

Between Creeps One and Two, the passage is composed of two distinctive elements: a) a broad upper 

solutional tube which was bored by a complete fill of rapidly moving water, and b) a narrower vadose 

trench below it. It is the bottom of the latter only that parties usually see. The Old Approach Passage fed the 

Black Hole water into (a). This bore ended abruptly downstream where the joints that guided it ran into a 

narrow band of crushed rock between two bedding planes (a strike-slip fault). The intersection creates the 

big bend to the South in Two (Vicarage Bend). Water from the broad bore would have had to descend a 

much more constricted passage here initially and thus would pile up - seeking other means of escape, 

namely upwards and into Double Trouble. At the intersection, two cross joints have been expanded to give 

high rifts which point in the required direction. Either one or both were thought to give a good chance of the 

link up. 

 

Howard Kenney, Oliver Lloyd and I searched this area in July and found a promising choke of collapse 

material in the right spot. It is now being attacked, and we hope for a short and direct link. If such is 

discovered it will help to substantiate the above argument. This modifies the Swildon's theory to the extent 

that Swildon's Two (and almost certainly Three and Four) were open and active at the same time as the 

Double Trouble - Paradise Regained line was developing, but they would have been of generally much 

smaller dimensions than they are today - and completely flooded. The volume of water involved would 

have been much greater than that seen in these parts, even under flood conditions, today. 

 

Note: Since this article was written, a further exploration of the South-East tributary passage has been 

made, and the survey added (broken lines) to the main survey. 
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FAIRY QUARRY CAVE SYSTEM 

 

P. Davies 

 

The proximity of Hillier's Cave and Fairy Cave to each other was demonstrated by the W.C.C. survey of 

1954/55. A provisional plan based on this survey was reproduced in Vol. III No. 51 of this Journal, and can 

be used in conjunction with the present provisional plan to relate the positions of the more recently 

discovered Fernhill Cave and Duck's Pot. 

 

In the article accompanying the original survey it was postulated that a connection might exist between the 

Upper Grotto in Hillier's Cave and the terminal choke in Fairy Cave. On 18.3.56 a synchronised attempt 

was made by two Wessex parties to establish an aural connection between the two. In spite of the volume 

of noise and the proximity (less than 50 feet according to the survey) no sound was heard by either party. A 

dig started on the same date, continued in September of the same year, and more recently extended by the 

Cerberus Cave Club, has reduced this distance. Digging at the other end contributed only 2 or 3 feet even 

with the aid of explosives. Since this work, to my knowledge, no one has made any further attempts to 

make a voice connection which might well now be possible, and which would be a useful guide to the 

accuracy of the survey. 

 

During the survey and related work on Fairy Cave the boulders 30ft. from the terminal choke were 

examined closely, and a strong intermittent draught was noted; we decided, however, that little progress 

could be made without considerable danger, and if danger were to be avoided the volume of boulders to be 

removed would be prodigious. 

 

An account of the discovery following quarrying operations and a detailed first impression of Femhill Cave 

have already appeared in this Journal (Vol. VI No. 77). According to the rough survey linking the entrances 

of Hillier's Cave and Fernhill Cave made at the time of the discovery in June 1960, and an equally rough 

sketch of Fernhill Cave, which were both plotted on to the original Hillier's/Fairy Cave survey, the distance 

between the boulder recess at the western end of Curtain Chamber in Fernhill and the boulders already 

mentioned in Fairy Cave was between 40 and 50 feet. A draught at both points made a connection possible, 

and it was decided to make an attempt at voice contact between the two. Before this was done it was 

desirable to have a more accurate survey to work on, so with kind permission of the Cerberus C.C., Fernhill 

Cave was surveyed on 23.7.60 by Jim Hanwell, Denis Warburton and myself. The readings were 

computed and plotted to a scale of 20ft. to an inch. This original Grade V survey contained a great deal of 

detail, both in plan and section, but has since been considerably simplified for reduction to approximately 

40ft. to an inch; this provisional version accompanies this account. 

 

Whilst engaged underground on the Fernhill survey a quite independent S.M.C.C, party were exploring the 

terminal rift in Duck's Pot. Using rigid steel ladders they had climbed 25ft. above the stream and happened 

to be shouting to each other just at the very moment when one of our survey 
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team was poking about amongst the boulders which compose the central part of the floor of the main 

chamber. It was this lucky coincidence that enabled a previously unsuspected connection to be made 

between the two caves. The voices were very indistinct, and it was impossible to judge distance or direction 

accurately. 

 

One fine evening mid-week shortly after this episode, it was decided to attempt the communication 

between Fairy Cave and Fernhill, so watches were again synchronised........ Fred Davies (S.M.C.C.) went 

into Fairy Cave and I into Fernhill. Being a shorter cave I reached my listening point well before schedule 

and made myself comfortable to await the prearranged time. Hardly had I settled myself when I heard Fred 

approaching. I could distinctly hear his footsteps and if I kept quiet even his breathing. At one point where 

conversation was easiest we estimated that we could be no further than 10ft. apart, Fred being slightly 

below my level. The boulders appeared to be large but well spaced, and the draught was very marked on 

this occasion. The discrepancy between the calculated 40-50 feet separation of the two points and the 

observed 10 feet was difficult to explain, but was finally traced to the embarrassing fact that Magnetic 

North differs by several degrees from True North; the rough surface survey had not been corrected! 

 

On emerging, Mr. Garlick, the quarry manager, warned us that if we wished to survey Duck's Pot we 

would have to be quick about it since he intended to resume quarrying work in that comer of the quarry 

quite soon. In order to make sure of the survey Fred and I decided to go down straight away, in spite of our 

inadequate clothing, lighting and the lateness of the hour. Concurrently Denis Warburton and his helpers 

made an accurate surface survey linking the entrances of the two new caves with that of Hillier's, thus 

enabling all four caves in this quarry to be related accurately on one survey. 

 

No account of Duck’s Pot has been published in this Journal, so perhaps a short description of it will be 

appropriate, and will help to explain the lack of detail recorded on the survey when compared with Fernhill 

Cave, and the sheer misery experienced by the surveyors! 

 

Duck’s Pot was opened shortly before Fernhill Cave, I believe, and it was first entered in a rather 

spectacular manner by a mechanical rock shoveller following blasting on the upper quarry level. The cave 

was first explored by the Cerberus C.C. and consisted of an open 50ft, rift requiring ladder to descend to a 

dome roofed chamber with a steeply sloping boulder floor. At the bottom of this chamber, nearly 80ft. 

below the entrance, it was possible to squeeze downwards amongst the mud and boulders to a lower level, 

where just short of 100ft. down a small stream was encountered flowing northwards. Upstream no progress 

could be made in the shattered boulder pile from which the water rose. Downstream, however, by 

laboriously squirming and writhing alternately in squeezes at water level and squeezes in glutinous mud in 

the boulders above the stream, progress could be fought for a further 60ft. to a point where the water 

mercifully sank amidst impenetrable boulders. Here a rift in solid rock rose 25ft. overhead; this is the point 

that lies nearest to Fernhill Cave, and where the aural 
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connection was made quite accidentally. It was 2.0 a.m. when we finally finished the work, with one torch 

between us and the surface party. The vertical part of the survey near the entrance posed some difficult 

problems in view of the magnetic effect of the ironwork overhead. 

 

One or two problems remain unsolved. Where, for instance, does the stream in Duck’s Pot come from? 

Midway Slocker? Is it the same water that can be followed for a short distance in Hillier’s Cave? It is 

certainly about the same volume and flowing in the right direction; only water tests can prove these points. 

The entrance of Duck’s Pot has since disappeared under tons of rock; the dig between it and Fernhill would 

be both difficult and laborious, so perhaps we shall never know the answers. 

 

Yet another cave has more recently been discovered in the same quarry. Balch’s Cave, said to be over 

1,000ft. in length, very finely decorated after the style of the upper chambers of Stoke Lane, ends in a major 

stream passage along the fault line between Withybrook and St. Dunstan’s Well. The stream sumps both 

upstream and down, but divers have already made some progress in the latter direction, discovering one 

new chamber with a further submerged passage beyond. At present the cave entrance is in a very unstable 

condition, and it will be some time before the Cerberus C.C. and Mr. Garlick allow parties the right of 

access, meanwhile we can only guess how this new system is related to the caves already surveyed. 

 

 

 

Surveyor’s Note 

 

The figures given by Phil for the distances between the caves were from a provisional plan made several 

years ago. Since then, all the figures - over 3,300 - have been computed for the final survey of the area 

which we hope to produce this year. The distance between the Upper Grotto in Hillier’s and the end of 

Fairy Cave is the same as shown in the provisional plan, namely 50ft., and the lowest point of Fairy Cave is 

5ft. higher than the flat squeeze at the end of the Grotto. 

 

The calculated distance between the ends of Fairy Cave and Fernhill Cave is 18ft; this is from survey 

stations and does not include off-sets into the boulder piles, so that the survey seems quite reliable. This is 

quite a relief, as we have had a considerable amount of trouble with magnetic deviations in this work, and 

in fact one Grade VI plus surface survey made in 1956 had a 1½% closure error, about five times the 

probable error calculated statistically. 

 

Denis Warburton 
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THE ROCK PAINTINGS OF T'ESO 

 

Donald Thomson 

 

It seems to be the fate of Africa that her civilizations are understood by us in degree related to their 

antiquity. Much is known of the ancient Egyptians, a little has been discovered about Kush in the Sudan 

and Zimbabwe and Inyanga in Southern Rhodesia, but of the inhabitants of Africa before the 

comparatively recent Nilotic and Bantu migrations almost no trace remains. 

 

East Africa, especially the Uganda Protectorate, is ethnically very interesting for through it passes the racial 

boundary between the Nilotic and Nilohomitic tribes to the North and the Bantu to the South. It is known 

that the Iteso, now living in Teso district, entered from the North and East about two hundred and fifty 

years ago and found a few pale skinned, short men living among the granite rock masses. Teso is a flat 

district about 3,900 feet above sea level, with isolated granite masses at intervals. It is in small caves and 

rock shelters in these granite plugs that the rock paintings are found. They were probably more numerous 

than they are now, as they weather badly and have doubtless been washed off the more exposed sites. 

 

We had been living in the centre of Teso, at Soroti, for several months before a visit by two experts from 

Kampala Museum stimulated me into going and looking at the paintings. Apart from a small painting on 

the rock at Asuret some six miles from Soroti the paintings are found among the rocks near the townships 

of Ngora and Nyero. Ngora is a small town of Indian traders, noted for its two missions, side by side, 

Protestant and Catholic, vying for the privilege of educating the local people with undisguised rivalry. Like 

most townships in Uganda it is near a large rock mass, which served as a landmark before the roads were 

made. On the flat top of the rock is a tank-shaped erratic, and on the under-surface of this is a group of 

paintings. These are executed in red ochre and are a simple design of concentric circles. There are three or 

four, with traces of others. 

 

The best group of paintings is found in two small caves in the rock at Nyero, about 13 miles from Ngora. 

They are more interesting than those at Ngora as they are of recognizable objects. One of the motifs is an 

apparently floral design, like a sunflower, stylized and consisting of a large circle with a surround of small 

ovals. Another design is obviously a representation of the pod of the acacia, known as 'Pride of Barbados'. 

When these ripen and split the dry husks are like a step ladder, the seeds lying in cavities transversely like 

rungs. The concentric circle design is also found at Nyero. The other cave at Nyero is higher and more open 

and contains several different designs. The concentric circles are again present, and drawings possibly of 

flowers and leaves, but the most striking work is a canoe, very similar to those at present in use on Lake 

Salisbury. Many of the pictures have been washed away by rivulets of rain water, but two canoes are 

visible, and one has a crew of six. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-20- 



 

 

The paintings are coloured with one of two pigments, red ochre or white clay, but never both together. The 

canoes, figures, leaves and geometric designs are invariably red; the acacia pods and sunflowers are white. 

The relative condition of the paintings and deductions from superimpositions suggest that the naturalist 

designs precede the geometric, and the white ones are the most recent. They are often awkwardly placed. 

Those at Ngora were the work of a man lying flat on his back painting the roof above him, and those at 

Nyero are quite high on the wall, and must have required scaffolding. The purpose of the paintings is not 

known, but they are presumably of magical significance. 

 

We do not know who the artists of Teso were. The Iteso have legends of men living among the rocks when 

they arrived, men very similar to the bushmen as described by Laurens van der Post, pale-skinned, short, 

stocky men with pronounced steaptygia (unfortunately the bottoms of the men in the canoes are not 

visible). Bushmen, wherever they are found, are very inclined to paint rocks, but their work is usually more 

artistic than that in Teso. The resemblance of the canoe to present day ones may be of no significance. 

Hollowing logs to make boats is done the world over. The cave deposits at Hyero have yielded implements 

of lava and obsidian, but these have been found in other parts of East Africa, where they are known to be 

very ancient. Bones were also found in the deposits (J.C.D. Lawrance, Uganda Journal 1953) but nobody 

seems to have dated these. At Hgora fissures near the paintings are full of pot sherds, but pottery in Africa 

has not been classified, and that at Hgora is the same as the cooking pots used in Teso today. 

 

The paintings of Teso cannot be compared with those of Western Europe or the Tassili frescoes of the 

Hogger. They are doubtless of ritual and magical significance, but the standard of execution is poor. The 

swimming stags of Lascaux were technically of no greater difficulty than the canoe of Nyero, but the 

Lascaux painting is immeasurably better. Primitive art, like modem art, seems to advance backwards! 

 

The age of the paintings is not known with certainty, Lawrance considers they are pre-Iteso, say 250 to 400 

years old. Some at Myero, and also in a group at Kakoro, just over the border in Bukedi District have 

deteriorated visibly since first recorded. None of these groups of drawings are typically the work of 

bushmen, who usually drew animals, and commonly very well. The Baganda, colonizing up to the border 

of Teso, do not seem to have come in contact with bushmen, but on balance the suggestion that these 

paintings are the work of bushmen seems the most plausible. 
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HUTTON CAVE 

 

T.C. Bryant & R.A. Philpott 

 

There is a certain fascination about a lost cave, the most notable example being the so-called lost cave of 

Burrington. This mystery now seems to have been settled (vide (l) "Fairy Toot: The Lost Cave of 

Burrington" by G.C. Boon & D.T. Donovan. Proceedings of the Univ. of Bristol Spelaeological Society, 

Vol. 7, No. l, pp 35-38; (2) "The Lost Cave of Burrington" by I.G. Lennon. W.C.C. Journal Vol. 6 No. 76 

1959/60 pp 28-30). 

 

Lost caves fall into two categories; (l) those which can no longer be entered because the entrance has been 

sealed (e.g. Plumley's Den) or has fallen in (e.g. Cow Hole); and (2) those of which the position of the 

entrance is now unknown although clear documentary evidence is available regarding the existence of the 

cave, Hutton Cave is in the latter group. 

 

It seems a little surprising to the present day caver that earlier writers often give minute details about their 

measurements of and finds in a cave but fail to pin-point the actual entrance. However, it is well known that 

Lamb Leer and Pen Park Hole have both, in the past, been lost and later re-discovered. 

 

Most of the written records relating to Hutton Cave fall into two groups: (1) those seeking to prove that the 

cave existed before "the Deluge" and (2) those which record archaeological finds. Phelps, in his work "The 

History and Antiquities of Somersetshire" Vol. I pp 18-20 published in 1836, says:- 

 

"This cavern was first noticed by the Rev. Mr. Catcott, whose observations in MS are preserved in the 

public library of the City of Bristol, and are as follow: 

 

'The ochre pits were worked about the middle of the last century on the south of the village of Hutton 

(near Uphill), at an elevation of from three to four hundred feet above the level of the sea. They are 

now abandoned (1759). In opening these pits, the workmen came to a fissure in the limestone rock, 

about eighteen inches broad and four feet long. This was filled with ochre, but as yet no bones were 

discovered; it continued to the depth of eight yards and then opened into a cavern about twenty feet 

square, and four feet high; the floor of which consisted of good ochre, and strewed on the surface 

were seen multitudes of white bones, which were also found dispersed through the interior of the 

ochreous mass. In the centre of this chamber a large stalactite depended from the roof; and beneath, a 

similar mass of stalagmite rose from the floor, almost touching it. In one of the side walls was an 

opening about three feet square, which conducted through a passage eighteen yards in extent, to a 

second cavern ten yards in length, and five in breadth; both the passage and cavern being filled with 

ochre and bones. 
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Another passage about six feet square, branched off laterally from this chamber four yards below its 

entrance; this continued nearly on the same level for eighteen yards; it was filled with rubbly ochre, 

fragments of limestone rounded by attrition, and lead ore, confusedly mixed together... Another shaft 

was sunk perpendicularly into this branch, and appears to have followed the course of the fissure, 

since it was said that all the way nothing appeared but rubble, large stones, ochre, and bones. In the 

second chamber immediately beyond the entrance of the branch just described, there appeared a 

large deep opening, tending perpendicularly downwards, filled with the same congeries of rubble, 

ochre, bones, &c., which was cleared to the depth of five yards. This point being the deepest part of 

the workings, was estimated at about thirty-six yards beneath the surface of the hill, A few yards to 

the west of this, another similar hole occurred.... '" 

 

In Rutter’s "Delineations of the North Western Division of the County of Somerset" pp 100-104, published 

in 1829, we read:- 

 

"In Dr. Catcott’s learned and ingenious 'Treatise on the Deluge', he mentions the discovery, and states 

that in company with two or three friends he descended into a cavern, about 90ft. deep ... until the roof 

and sides beginning to yield, they ascended, purposing to return when it should be properly secured by 

wood work. That on his expressing his intention a few weeks after, of visiting it again, he was informed 

the whole had fallen in and inaccessible. 

 

"These remarks first directed the attention of the Rev. David Williams of Bleadon to the discovery of ... 

bones on Hutton Hill; but, as the occurrence happened 70 years since, he despaired of recovering the 

fissure, especially as the number of ochre pits on the hill, all in nearly a similar state, made the chances 

great against opening the right one. 

 

"Mr. Williams was at length encouraged to make the attempt, from having discovered fragments of 

ancient bone amongst the rubbish near one of the old pits and from information of an old miner, who 

told him that his father had pointed out this as the spot. At this crisis of hope and uncertainty, Mr. 

Williams received from his friend, the Rev. Mr. Richardson of Farley, a copy of an unpublished 

manuscript by Dr. Catcott, which further assisted him in identifying the place. Mr. Good, the lord of the 

manor, having readily granted permission, Mr. Williams began his work, in conjunction with Mr. Beard 

(of Banwell). 

 

"The following extracts from a letter addressed by the Rev. Mr. Williams to the Rev. Mr. Patterson ... 

will be found ... interesting. 

 

'The first shaft was drawn to the depth of 70 feet, but proved quite a failure, and is marked A on the 

section. The next was more successful, and the third completely so. After working some time, they 

opened into what may be termed three chambers in the fissure, the floor of the one above, forming 

the roof of the one below, and consisting of huge fragments of the rock which 
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have sunk away and jammed themselves between the strata; their intersections being filled with 

ochreous rubble and bones. The strata on each side dip about ten degrees in their inclination; the 

south cliff dipping at an angle of about 75 degrees though in the shaft first drawn, which is not more 

than 10 yards distant, and in other places near, still more irregularly. The whole of this part of the hill 

appears more like the tremendous ecroulement of an adjacent mountain, than the conformable 

superposition of stratified rocks. It is difficult to imagine a scene evincing greater disturbances; the 

whole region appears to have been displaced and shattered by the convulsing efforts of some mighty 

agent, elevating some strata and depressing others, thereby creating chasms and fissures through the 

whole. These rocks are mostly filled with ochre and ochreous rubble ... ' " 

 

The woodcut and caption used by Rutter are reproduced, with due acknowledgement by Phelps. A rough 

tracing of the woodcut, which shows a section of the cave, together with the caption, follows this article. 

 

The position of the cave is marked on Sheet XVII SW of the 6" Ordnance Map (1903 Edition). The 

location of the cave should be possible by electrical means and perhaps the club might turn its attention to 

Hutton when Cow Hole has been successfully re-opened. 
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Explanation of the Vertical Section of Hutton Cavern. 

 

A An old shaft, which led away in a different direction from the cavern. 

 

B A second shaft which was dug leading into F. 

 

C A new shaft dug to examine the dangerous ground that hung over F. 

 

D Upper Chamber of the fissure, at the entrance of which two tusks and most of the larger bones were 

found. 

 

E Middle Chamber, where many bones of the horse, wolf, the young tiger, and a large claw of a bird, 

were discovered. 

 

F Lower Chamber, the roof of which consists of nothing but fragments of rock, rubble, bones &c., 

supported by the precarious wedge they have formed in falling. 

 

G A large mass of rock fallen down. 

 

H A lateral fissure connected with D. 

 

I Loose ground and rubble. 

 

K Beds of ochre, in which no organic remains have been discovered. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOMERSET ARCHAEOLOGICAL & NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

FOR 1960/61 VOL. 105 

 

In Vol. 105 of the Proceedings, published recently (November 1961), the only item of interest relating to 

Mendip Caves appears on pp 16-17, in the form of some notes on the progress of excavations at Hay Wood 

Rock Shelter which are being carried out by the Axbridge Caving Group and Archaeological Society. Parts 

of ten human skulls and many other bones have been found so far, and the presence of ochre and a few 

microliths has led to the provisional conclusion that the burial dates from the late Mesolithic period. The 

remains of extinct rodents characteristic of this period supports this view. 

 

A note on this rock shelter appeared in Vol. 104 of the Proceedings (reviewed in W.C.C.J. No. 81), and it 

should be noted that in both this and the recent report the national Grid Reference of the site is incorrectly 

given, with the Northings preceding the Eastings. 

 

E.J. Waddon 

 

GROTTES DE ROUMANIE by H. Servan, I.Viehmann & D. Coman 

(Bucharest 1961) Roy. 4to, (iv) - xxxvi - (161) p. ,maps, iilus, bibliog. £1. 16s. 0d. 

 

This book is principally an album of superb photographs of Roumanian caves, produced in the same 

luxurious style as Kunsky's "Homes of Primeval Man" (1954-). Many of the pictures measure 9 by 11 

inches or more and the book is by no means expensive for what it is. 

 

Most of the text is an introduction to the Roumanian caves and there is also an excellent short bibliography 

of Dr. Emile Racovitza. This distinguished biospeleologist, a near contemporary of Martel, died as recently 

as 1947 and is noted, among his many other achievements, for founding the first Institute of Speleology in 

the world (in 1920). 

 

T.R.S. 

 

SPELEO DIGEST (1959) 

(Pittsburgh. 1961) 4to., 528p., maps, plans, sections, illus., indexes, bibliogs. £1. 16s. 0d. 

 

The latest number of the Digest is bigger than ever. It is issued so as to reprint the more worthwhile articles 

from thirty local publications within the National Speleological Society of America. The immense task of 

producing it is undertaken by volunteer members of the N.S.S. in Pittsburgh. 

 

The section on Cave Descriptions (315 pages with innumerable surveys) is of little direct interest to the 

English caver, but Cave Science (140 pages), containing regional studies and articles on cave formation and 

history, is more generally applicable. So is the short section on Techniques and Equipment, much of which 

is devoted to abseiliing and its converse - prussick-knotting. 

 

T.R.S. 
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