
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



C ircula r N o.30 (New Ser ies )  October, 1951. 
 

FOREWORD 
 

This circular should be in the hands of members a short while before the date of the 
Annual General Meeting, and we hope all will make a special effort to attend the 
Meeting It is very nice to meet old and new caving friends, and, dare we say it, the 

A.G.M. and Dinner is one of the all too rare occasions when we manage to get a 
reasonab le number of members of the W.C.C. together .  

 
This year, special and highly secret plans are being made for the programme to be laid 
on after the actual dinner (we have done our best to make this a success by appointing 

those members of the Committee with the most distorted sense of humour to arrange 
the events) . 

 
The Hon. Treasurer reports that so far this year, that from lst August, he has only 
received subscriptions amounting to £3/17/- . It would be a considerable help if those 

whose subscriptions for the current year is outstanding wou1d send it to the Hon. 
Treasurer . A banker's order is enclosed for your convenience.  

 
We hope members will like the new two colour cover. The idea for this emanated from 
Frank Mead of Bridgwater, who very kindly had it designed and drawn. The actual 

block was a gift to the Club by the Hon Treasurer, and we would like t o thank them 
both for their generous and practica l interes t.  

 
We must thank all who have contributed articles to the circular during the past year, 
and we shall be very pleased to receive contributions for future issues, particularly 

from those who may have spent a caving holiday this year.  
 

 
Hon. Secretary. F. Frost, 22 Wolse ley Road, Bishops ton, Bristo l.  

'Phone Bristo l 44221.  

Hon. Treasure r. G. Williams, 1 Redhil l Drive , Fishponds, Bristo l.  
Hon. Asst. Sec. Mrs. P.E. Mi11ward , Court-de-Wyck, C1averham, Nr. Bristo l. 

'Phone Yatton .3211. 
Hon. Sec. London Group,  H. Murrell, Mizbrooks, Capel, Surrey.  

'Phone Capel 3272. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
-1- 



NEW MEMBERS . 
 

We have pleasure in welcoming into the Club the following new members : -  
 

Chambers, K.A., 16 Beaumont Road; Orpingham, Kent. 
Davies , W.B., 77 Rodway Road, Patchway, Nr. Bristo l.  
Dicker, G.A., 13 Elm Road, Filton, Bristo l.  

Glover , R.R. 88 East Avenue , Bournemouth, Hants.  
Holloway, H., 11 Dorvil le Road, Lee, London, S.W.12.  

Hutchings, D., 64 Coventry Road, I1ford, Essex.  
Jeans, W.P., 58 Coningsby Road, High Wycombe , Bucks.  
Pearce, Dr. R.J., 11 Stalla rd Street, Trowbridge , Wilts .  

Pugh, J.A., 17 Ravenswood Road, Bristo l. 6.  
Rosser, R., 34 Quarry Road, Alves ton, Nr. Bristo l.  

Sheldon, M.R., Five Trees, Tetbury, Glos.  
Staffo rd, J.A., 9 Avon Road, Pill, Nr. Bristo l.  
Thomas, A.R., 6 Leigh Park Cotts, Leigh Road, Havant, Hants.  

 
 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS. 
 
Lt. T.R. Shaw, Royal Naval College, Grenwich, London, S.E. 10.  

Hill, A.H., West Winds, Hunt's Bay, Pennard, Swansea, Glam.  
Hill, Mrs. A.H., West Winds, Hunt's Bay, Pennard, Swansea, Glam.  

 
 

NOTICE. 

 
It has been decided to make the circular available to non members at an annual 

subscr ip t ion of 5/-  payable in advance. 
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FUTURE EVENTS. 
 

Saturday, 6th October. GEOLOGICAL FIELD DAY. 
 

This event will be conduc ted by Dr. Wallis of the Bristo l Museum.  
 
Meet at the cross roads, Chewton Mendip at 2.30 p.m.  sharp from where it is proposed 

to visit the junction of the old red sandstone with the limestone, and then to any part 
of Mendip which is of particular interest to members. It is intended to end the 

afternoon in Burr ington Coombe, with tea at the Mendip Gate Cafe.  
 
This should be an interes t ing and socia l outing.  

 
Names, please, to the Hon. Secretary by 3rd October. Will those requiring or having 

transpor t availab le, please advise the Hon. Secretary at the same time.  
 
 

Saturday, 20th October.  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETIN G and 
 ANNUAL DINNER. 

 
A.G.M. -  5.0 p.m. sharp at the Museum, Wells .  
Dinner -  7.15 p.m. for 7.30 at Wickenden' s Restaurant , Wells. 

 
A licence has been applied for to cover a fully stocked bar in the dining room until 11 

p.m., and no difficulty is antic ipa ted in obtaining this.  
 
 

CAVE RESEARC H GROUP. 
 

The Annual General Meeting of the Cave Research Group is to be held at Brist ol on 
Saturday, 17th November, 1951. They hope to do some caving on Mendip the following 
day. 

 
W.C.C. members requir ing furthe r information should contact the Hon. Secretary.  
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REPORT ON THE INCIDENT AT OGOF FFYNON DDU DURING THE WEEKEND 
25/27th AUGUST 1951. 

 
(This report is based on accounts by several Wessex Cave Club members, and shows 

that the Mendip Rescue Organisation functioned well in the somewhat adverse 
circumstances of operating away from Mendip) .  
 

On the morning of Saturday, 25th August, Bill Little and Louis Railton; members of 
South Wa1es Cave Club entered Ogof Ffynnon Ddu to survey a passage in the Rawl 

System. They expected to come out at about 8 p.m. However, during the afternoon 
heavy rain started and the stream rose rapidly. Mrs. Railton saw the rise in the stream 
and realised that the party could not get out before Sunday morning.  

 
No alarm was felt as the S.W.C.C maintained an emergency supply of food, lights, and 

a solid fuel cooker in the Rawl System. Rain continued during Sunday morning, and in 
the afternoon Mrs. Rai lton informed the Hon. Secretary of the S.W.C.C. Arrangements 
were quickly made to call a party of S.W.C.C. members who were working on the 

Gower Coast.  
 

During the evening the S.W.C.C. party, about thirty miners and thirty Artillery men 
from Sennybridge started work on the mountain above Ogof Ffynnon Ddu to dam Byfre 
Fechan from the swallet Pw11 Byfre and by digging trenches to divert it into Nant 

Byfre. 
 

Digging continued all night on the mountain in the rain and all day Monday. A 
mechanica l excavato r was borrowed, but did not arrive in time owing to its low speed.  
 

Early on Monday morning it was decided that fresh cavers were needed and Dr. Crook 
was asked to put the Mendip Rescue Organisation into operation a nd send over cavers 

familiar with Ogof Ffynnon Ddu.  
 
At 7.15 a.m. our Hon. Secretary was telephoned by Dr. Crook and about one hour later 

a W.C.C. party consisting of the Hon. Secretary, B. Donnan, P. Harvey, L. and P. 
Millward and G. Williams were ready to leave. 

 
J. Ifold telephoned the Hon Secretary to say that the Cave Diving Group has been 
called, and were making arrangements for transport with L. Devenish (actually he was 

away and Mrs. Devenish lent them her car).  
 

Dr. Crook was advised of arrangements made, and it was decided that he should stay as 
Headquarters, and the party should leave as soon as possible. Dr, Crook said that a 
U.B.S.S. party -  Dr.R. Pearce, J. Parkes and D. Thomson would be going over.  
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Very good co-operation was experienced at Aust ferry, L. Millward's car being 
permitted to jump the queue and was loaded so as to be first off. After a journey in 

heavy rain the first car arrived at the Gwyn Arms at noon. Dr. Crook was telephoned 
and told that the two men were still in the cave. 

 
The W.C.C. party went to the cave and had a discussion with the Hon. Secretary; 
S.W.C.C. As the river was still high it was decided that nothing could be done yet. 

After lunch the party changed and went into the cave. The cave was then lit throughout 
with candles. Abercrave Colliery loaned a number of electric cap lamps for the use of 

rescuers. 
 
The party including members of the C.D.G. made a reconnaissance up the stream, 

which had fallen considerably, and at 6 p.m. as the U.B.S.S. party had arrived, it was 
decided to make an attempt on the rescue trip with the strong party now available. It 

was arranged for fifty miners to be placed in pairs through the cave from the stream 
passage to the entrance to be ready if it was necessary to get any injured pers on out 
quick ly. 

 
The trip up the stream was made without a hitch and by 8.30 p.m. news was received 

on the surface that Railton and Litt le had been found and were quite alright and well.  
 
At 8 p.m. a rescue party arrived from Yorkshire.  

 
Great assistance was given to the rescuers by John and Sylvia Barrows, who kept open 

house on Sunday and Monday and with their helpers provided endless sandwiches, cups 
of tea and soup. 
 

By 9.30 p.m. the cave had been cleared and tackle recovered. After a meal most of the 
Mendip party left, reaching Bristo l between 3 and 6 a.m. the following morning.  

 
 
Letter from Arthur Hill, Hon. Secretary, South Wales Cave Club to the Hon. Secretary, 

W.C.C.:-  
 

Dear Frank, 
 
Many thanks for your letter.  

 
We are deeply grateful to you and members of Wessex Cave Club for their assistance 

in effecting the safe rescue of Railton and Little. The help which has come from all 
quarters has been absolute ly astound ing.  
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I have written an official letter to Bertie Crook and can say that we intend  holding a 
private enquiry regarding our actions during the rescue. The safe rescue of the trapped 

men rather overrides feelings of right or wrong actions, but we are aware that there 
was a tremendous diversion of people from their daily labours, and this does place on 

us a great responsibility to ensure that things of this sort do not become regular 
occurrences. 
 

With very best wishes, and thanks,  
Yours, 

Arthur. 
 
 

Letter from Arthur Hill, Hon. Secretary, South Wales Cave Club to Dr. Bertie Crook:-  
 

Dear Bertie, 
 
Please accept my apologies for delay in writing you following the cave rescue at Ogof 

Ffynnon Ddu, but there has been a tremendous amount of clear ing - up to be done. 
 

Will you please accept and convey to all members of the Mendip C.R.O. our deep 
gratitude and thanks for the wonderful way your party answered the call, and made the 
final push which resulted in the safe rescue of Railton and Little. There. is no doubt 

that the Mendip people arrived at the right time, and it was a matter of luck that the 
trapped men were found in reasonable physical condition. Things might have been very 

diffe rent. 
 
In some ways this has been an unusual case of rescue and we intend holding a private 

enquiry to examine our actions throughout, and to decide whether a future rescue of 
this type can be handled better. We shall, no doubt, communicate again with you as we 

feel this case has shown up the need for inter-C.R.O. communication when parties are 
called on to stand ready for long periods as we were. People who have been without 
sleep for 36 hours or more, as most of our local people had been, are in no shape to 

make a fina l assault in the grand manner of the Mendip C.R.O.  
 

I have now located your folding stretcher and hope to return this to you tomorrow. We 
feel the least we can do is to offer to pay the expenses of Mendip C.R.O. for their visit 
here, and will be pleased to hear from you about this.  

 
Once again many thanks and apologies for all the trouble you took in organising the 

parties, and, of course, best wishes to you and yours. 
 
Yours very sincere ly,  

Arthur H. Hill.  
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UPPER SWILDONS. 
 

Of all Mendip Caves I think that probably Swildons Hole is the most fascinating. It 
was one of the first of the great active swallets to be entered, and for fifty years 

exploration has continued and even today the chances of new discoveries in the cave 
seem to be as good as ever. It ranks above other Mendip caves in being the longest, the 
most prolific in stalagmitic beauty, and the most visited on Mendip. As Mr. Balch 

would put it "you are not a true son of Mendip until you have fallen into the Double 
Pots!" Its physical features are such that a feeling of continuity and completeness~ is 

conveyed, and every part of the cave tells a story in an amazingly clear manner, and 
the stream itself plays an important part in giving an impression of life and freshness. 
The atmosphere of the cave is distinctly friend1y and yet often awe inspiring. But I am 

wandering from my subject -  the object of this article being to draw your attention to 
the interest that can be found in the cave without going beyond the first major obstacle 

of the Forty Foot Pot. Many cavers think of Upper Swildons as being a series of rather 
miserable back streets giving access to the main road of the great cave beyond the  
drops, and in doing so are more than unjust. A thorough exploration of all these upper 

passages takes longer than is generally realised, there being many alternative routes to 
the obvious. Dealing with the routes in turn they are:-  

 
The Wet Way. The first route to be discovered, the Wet Way is the most exciting, and 
when under real flood conditions can be quite hazardous. It is the most direct route to 

the 40' and when the water is low, is the easiest way to take tackle. An interesting 
variation to the route is to take your party (if they are mad enough or ignorant of the 

geography of the cave) down the waterfall just inside the entrance of the cave, and this 
in actual fact was the original route before Mr.  Balch opened up the dry passage which 
leads to the bottom of the waterfall. The rest of the Wet Way is too well known to need 

any further description by me. Those who are interested in Archaeology would 
probably find examination of the streamway potholes quite interesting, as already a 

good deal of Samian and Romano-British Pottery, and numerous bones (mainly boss) 
have been found in their depths. This is hardly surprising, as it is possible to dig 
anywhere in the valley above and turn up fragments of pottery. The shelter of the 

valley and adequate water supplies must have been quite an attract ion to early man.  
 

The Middle Way or Short Dry Route.  This is the most popular route, and apart from the 
first few feet of narrow zig-zag passages is very easy and has the distinct advantage of 
being usually dry. I say "usually", as in the drought year of 1949 when one would have 

expected it to be quite dry, there was an annoying little stream plunging down Jacobs 
Ladder, being quite suffic ient to thorough ly dampen one's clothes.  
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Its source was a bit of a mystery as it ceased as soon as the fine weather broke up in 
late Autumn, when the main stream became several times larger. In the end the 

conclusion was reached that it was due to warm air penetrating the cave, and 
condensing on the cold walls. This is borne out by the fact that the guides of Wookey 

Hole and Cheddar Caves complained that despite a drought year, the caves were 
damper than the average winte r.  
 

At the bottom of Jacob's Ladder, if the party is quiet, the stream can be plainly heard, 
and I once listened to every word of the conversation of a party in the Wet Way (so 

watch your language next time -  even walls have ears). There seems to be no digable 
connection. 
 

The Pretty Way or Long Dry Route.  This is a favourite return route for a party making 
a short trip to the Forty Foot. It has a greater variety of scenery, and the route is a 

little more difficult to find. The 1ower end of it from the Old Grotto to the first 
Boulder Chamber can be followed at several levels, the highest being the prettiest.  A 
short side passage marked on the plan can be found in the roof. For Upper Swildons, 

the first Boulder Chamber is quite a 1arge lump of nothing, and is worth a close 
examination. The top end must be very near the surface, and an attempt to effect an 

exit from the inside was once made. There are several rather fine (but now very 
muddied) stalagmites on the floor. Opposite one of theme there is a tiny little hole in 
the north wa11, which is very easy to miss (it looks and is very nearly quite 

impossible) and gives access to a tiny ascending passage which leads to a very pretty 
grotto, which although rather low roofed, covers quite an area. A mud and boulder 

choke at its top end must be very close to the surface. By means of a passage at the 
bottom end of the Boulder Chamber, a smaller Boulder Chamber is reached (usually 
referred to as the Second Boulder Chamber),  and then a slowly descending passage to 

the Middle Way junction at Jacob's Ladder. Just before this junction, a passage on the 
right leads to a dug connection to the Wet Way. It is very muddy. In digging the 

connection, my brother and I collected a most amazing assortment of junk -  from 
Samian to Middle Age Pottery, and numerous bones. This seems to indicate that 
geologically speaking, water flowed that way quite recently. We failed, however, to 

find any specimens of Azurite, the beautiful blue carbonate of copper, which Mr. 
Ba1ch found at this spot.  

 
The Tributary Route.  This is, undoubtedly the most se1ect route of the cave, and never 
fails to provide me with the optimum delight in feeling miserable, (and watching my 

fellow cavers' unbelievable expressions). Its existence as a 'way down' does not se em 
to have been known very long, and early plans only vague ly indica te the entrance.  
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The earliest complete descent by this route appears to be that of Luke Devenish and 
Gibson-Jarvey, on April 10th, 1940. The former tells me that at one point a stone had 

to be moved to make progress possible. I shall be interested to hear of claims of earlier 
visits. A survey of the route was made by L. Devenish and Richard Kenney in 

September, 1946, and the latter sketched the plan attached to this article, to which I 
have added place names to make the following of this descrip t ion a litt1e easier.  
 

The upper entrance is almost opposite the Pretty and Wet Way connection. It is a little 
bigger than it looks, but is extremely awkward. It leads into a Streamway passage 

complete with pot-holes, etc., but is now dry. If this is followed down, a T junction is 
soon reached, and to the right is the main streamway. If instead of dropping into the 
stream the same level is kept; it may be possible for the explorer (according to how 

generous his Maker has been), to scramble through a tiny sta1agmite lined hole to the 
far side of the pot-hole, commonly known as the 'Lavatory Basin', so avoiding a 

wetting. Above his head he will find an exceptiona11y beautiful funnel which can be 
climbed to a height of about twenty feet, and below is the raging torrent -  or perhaps 
it's summer and is merely a trickle. From here it is rather fun to carry along in the 

roof, legs breaching the vadose trench, and body in the phreatic portion of the passage. 
This means of progress is possible until just short of the Water Chamber, and then it is 

easy to chimney down to the streamway. Returning to the T junction above mentioned, 
and turning to the left away from the stream, an almost vertical aven leads up to a 
choke. Near this point, an impossible looking slot in the floor gives access to the lower 

tributary passage. This really is tight, although it is surprising how many big people 
seem to be able to get through (probably because it is almost impossible to turn back). 

This eventually enters larger passage, which downwards 1eads to the Water Chamber, 
and in the opposite direction to a sma11 boulder littered chamber, with a steeply 
ascending circula r passage comple te ly choked.  

 
There is only one other passage in this part of the cave to mention, and that is 

Hens1er's dig above the Water Chamber. It was hoped  that this would be a by-pass to 
the 40', but digging very soon showed that it closes down, being partially stalagmite 
blocked, and is almost defini te1y an ascending passage (if it is a passage at a11).  

 
I have quite intentionally limited this account to one of description, and have only 

been guilty of using those two very overworked geological terms 'Vadose' and 
'Phreatic' once. I leave it to my more learned friends to arrive at their spelaeologica1 
conclusions, geological and otherwise (and I hope they will contribute something), but 

perhaps this account may induce others to write on their 'pet' caves.  
 

C.H. Kenney. 
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CAVE PHOTOGRAP HY 
 

After the normal caver has 'done' the caves in his own and perhaps a few in the 
adjacent caving areas, he either gets married and is only seen at the annual dinner, or 

he turns his energies to some more specialized form of caving, such as digging, 
surveying or cave photography.  
 

Now cave photography is one of the more unsociable forms of specialized caving. (Did 
I hear somebody say "Just the kind of thing Peter H. would take up!"). I use the word 

'specialized' because I am convinced that unless considerable effort is made in time, 
trouble and expense no worthwhile results will be achieved. To the ordinary caver the 
mention of a photographic trip conjures up in his mind visions of (a) piles of 

equipment which he has to carry, (b) interminable waits usually in the most 
uncomfortable position in the cave while the equipment is being used, and (c) blinding 

flashes through which he is asked to keep his eyes open. Even when his eyes have 
recovered he still cannot see because the cave is now filled with a thick white fog 
which smokeless flash-powder always seems to produce. Well of course this is a little 

exaggerated, but I consider that a good cave picture is well worth the time, trouble and 
discomfort expended in making it. I have obtained a reasonable negative of G.B. Main 

Gorge after seventeen special trips into the cave and the expenditure of thirty- three 
negatives . 
 

To start cave photography it is important to obtain the proper equipment. The most 
important item of course is a camera. Any camera which will produce a sharp image is 

suitable -  even a miniature camera will do!. The miniature suffers from the inherent 
disadvantage of size and thus cannot obtain the negative quality which is possible with 
the larger sizes. My camera is an old 2½" x 3½" plate camera with a Zeiss Preminar 

f4.5 lens. An advantage of this camera is that Aktachrome cut film can be used.  
 

The next essential and much neglected item is a firm tripod. One generally sees some 
flimsy device made from bent strips of steel or thin steel tubes which slide inside each 
other. As well as not being firm these types suffer from a number of drawbacks. They 

rust and cannot be opened out, or the tubes buckle and jam, or grit gets into the joints 
with the same, results. Also they sink if accidentally dropped in a lake. I use a solid 

wooden tripod, whose only disadvantage is bulk, but no doubt somebody can be found 
to carry it. 
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For lighting I generally use Johnson's professional flash-powder. I do not measure it 
out for a flash but simply pour out a heap. If it is a big chamber I pour out a bigger 

heap. This comes to the same result in the end as those peop1e who argue learnedly 
with each other whether they should use 30 or 35 grains of flash powder, and upon 

being asked how they measure this stuff out say that they have no measure but are able 
to guess near enough. I sometimes use candlelight, but it necessita tes a rather long 
exposure and so rules out the use of a 'live' model. Some people use overrun 6 volt 

bulbs with reflectors, but I have never seen any result of this technique, and am thus 
unable to make comment.  

 
For my photographic material I use P 300 p lates developed in DK 20 for between 6 and 
15 minutes, depending on the subject and method of illumination. I aim at being able 

to print the negative on a normal grade paper. The fine grain plates and developer 
ensure that for normal enlargements there wil l be no visib le grain.  

 
For colour work I use Ektachrome type B cut film, and a special filter recommended by 
Kodak for exposure in freshly mixed Johnsons professional flash powder. Colour work 

in caves is rather expensive as the transparencies cost 5/ -  each not including the flash-
powder. I expect about one in four to be good enough to make into a lantern slide. 

Each lantern slide therefore costs somewhere in the region of £2. The miniature camera 
has a slight advantage in cost when it comes to colour, but  still no advantage when it 
comes to quality. 

 
The rest of the equipment such as waterproof containers should be decided on from 

one's own experience. I use a rubber ammunition bag when in a wet cave, but in a 
fair ly dry cave I do not bother with specia l waterproo f equipment.  
 

A piece of equipment which is quite often seen in a cave is a range finder. With 
apertures in the region of f16 which is the usual practice, a range finder is quite 

unnecessary with distances of 5 feet and over. A depth of focus chart  will show the 
reason for this. 
 

The type of picture to be taken rests entirely with the photographer, whether it is a 
picture of' formations or some active part of caving such as a ladder pitch or a caver 

crossing a lake. Whatever it is the photographer will have one or two successes, but he 
will also have many disappo intmen ts.  
 

P.I.W. Harvey. 
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ROMAN WELL AT PAGANS HILL. 
 

Caving technique and equipment has recently been used in the excavation of a well of 
2' 6" diamete r near the site of the Roman Temple on Pagans Hill.  

 
This has been completely emptied of its filling and reached a depth of 56 feet. The 
first 40 feet were unpleasant enough, most of the material being stones and slime. 

After this the water was reached, and from here to the bottom e ach day's digging had 
to be preceded by arduous baling, and even with this, many buckets were sent up by 

excavators sitt ing in cold water.  
 
The dig was productive both of finds and information. From 34 feet to 41 feet was a 

mass of Roman material, some 2,000 pieces of pot, including 15 reconstructable 
vessels and one whole, 18 coins of 260 to 333 A.D., parts of two buckets, a shale 

spindle whorl, a brooch and many more finds. At 31 feet was an almost complete blue 
glass jar, of Dark Age date (7th to 8th Century A.D.) which is one of the finest 
examples of glass of this period yet found, and the most noteworthy Somerset small 

find for many years: at 20 feet were pieces of stone dog, about 3 feet high, which may 
have been one of a pair support ing the winch spind le. 

 
L. Devenish and P. Dolphin had kindly lent their personal equipment and H. Jelley has 
given of his hard labour. Leslie and Phyllis Millward are taking a leading part in this 

dig. They invented a fine baling device -  a ten gallon drum with a valve in its base, 
and more important, saw to it that no unnecessary risks were taken in this rather deep 

operation, which has been so valuab le in piecing together the history of this site.  
 

P.A. Rahtz. 
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ARCHAEO LO GY. 
 

When I fell for the invitation to assist in the archaeological dig at Pagans Hill I did not 
anticipate that it would entail sitting in two feet of water at the bottom of a fifty foot 

well, showered with water from a bucket being hauled up by two women, four school 
boys and Philip Rahtz. 
 

The dig did not, of course, begin in this way, but was mainly a matter of removing 
stones which had become embedded in the most glutinous red mud Mendip ever 

produced -  Cuckoo Cleeves included.  
 
Occasionally pleasing finds turned up, but the most interesting side from a caver's 

point of view was the extraordinary way in which archaeologists use tackle. They have 
an amazing variety of knots and think nothing of lowering one of the party down thirty 

or forty feet on the end of an old rope run over a pulley tied to a narrow plank 
balanced on a few stones three feet above the head of the well.  
 

However, in the later stages good sound tackle was obtained and the archaeologists 
were persuaded that if they wanted to live and continue digging at Pagans Hill, then 

elementa ry precautions should be taken.  
 
There is no doubt that archaeology grows on one, and makes a very pleasant change 

from caving, and I am looking forward to continuing normal excavation on this site for 
the next 15 years! 

 
L.W. Millward. 
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