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Club 

Apologies to Wendy for not giving her the full credit 

for the visit to Giant’s Cave and the catering 

afterwards, as mentioned in the last WCC Journal. 

Of course, Les did help! 

Maurice Hewins 

The Ladder on Dolphin Pot in Eastwater has been 

removed. The other ladders on the way to the West 

End have been rolled up in a dry place. Please do 

not use these, but if you do, please roll them back 

up. You use them at your own risk! 

The Hut Working Weekend was a great success 

with a great deal being achieved. Butch (Hut 

Admin) would like to thank everyone for their 

support and hard work. Why not support YOUR hut 

and go along to see the improvements made, or 

offer help for further work that needs doing. See 

Butch for details. 

Jonathan Williams, who kindly set up the WCC 

website last year, has agreed to become the 

Wessex Cave Club Webmaster. If you have any 

comments on the site or any information you would 

like put onto the site, please contact him. 

New Members 
Darron Brown 

1 Tiree Close, Northend, Hemel Hempstead. 

HP3 8TS Tel: 01442 399804 

Georgios Rafeletos 

80 Philip St, Eccles, Manchester. 

M30 0WE Tel: 0161 7070973 

Email: georgios.rafeletos@man.ac.uk 

Catherine Manhire 

Woodbury View, Whimple, Exeter. 

EX5 2PA Tel: 01404 822955 

daccmm@smtp.ntrust.org.uk 

Steven Rendell 

1 Marley Cottage, Horsington, Templecombe, 

Somerset. Tel: 01963 370959 

Address Correction 
Russell Brooks 

1, Grove Ave, Pudsey, West Yorks. 

LS28 7SF Tel: 01132 572550 

News 

On Saturday 5th February a wake was held in the 

back room of The Hunters for Bob Lewis. This was 

very well attended by colleagues and caving friends 

of Bob. 

The Club caving meets have started very well this 

year. There was a good turn out for the Devon meet 

and many people have already booked for the 

Easter meet in Ireland. There are plenty more meets 

and events still to be arranged, but if there is 

somewhere special or different that you wish to get 

to, contact Les Williams. 

On behalf of the Wessex Cave Club, 

‘congratulations’ to Malc Foyle and Rita who 

recently got engaged. 

Address Changes 

Juliet Walsh 

4020 Sparks Street, Terrace, BC, V8G 2W3 Canada

 Tel: 250 635 0743 

Murray Knapp 

11 St James Close, Bramley, Tadley, Hants 

RG26 5XH 

Kathy Glenton 

6 Stockmead, Langford, Bristol 

BS40 5JD Tel: 01934 852912 

Alan Oberman 

The Old School, Rhulen, Builth Wells, Powys 

LD2 3UU Tel: 01982 570432 

Mike Thomas 

11 Boundstone Close, Wrecclesham, Farnham 

Surrey GU10 4RW Tel: 01252 795793 

Graham Prole 

10 Elm Castle Park, Kilnamanagh, Dublin 24 

Republic of Ireland Tel: 00 353 1461 0646 

Nathan Jones 

C/O 42 Venus St, Congresbury, Bristol 

BS49 5HB Tel: 01275 858096 

Alan Jenkins 

28 Richmond Ave, Hillingdon, Middlesex 

UB10 9BQ Tel: 01895 232979 

Steve Buck 

35 Oxford Lane, Grove, Wantage, Oxfordshire 

OX12 7PL Tel: 01235 769542 
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Membership 
Dave G Cooke 

Replacement Membership Cards 

The committee has decided that the Club cannot 

afford to replace everyone's membership card this 

year, but if yours has died of old age a new one will 

be sent on request with the next Journal. 

Credit Card Payment 

The Club has negotiated a facility with the BCRA to 

allow overseas members to pay subscriptions by 

credit card if they wish. Hopefully this will make the 

life of those abroad easier. There will be a small 

surcharge to cover the administration involved. 

Unfortunately, currently it is not possible to extend 

this service to UK members. Our thanks go to the 

BCRA and Pete Cousins in particular. 

Pro-Rata Fees for New Members 

The 1998 AGM added a clause to Rule 8 to allow 

the fees for new members joining part way through 

the year to be pro-rata'd. The clause established 

the principle, but failed to explain how it should be 

implemented. The 1999 AGM asked for the details 

to be documented and if necessary to amend the 

Club Rules. 

After some thought and with the agreement of the 

committee I have been operating as follows. All 

new members pay the standard subscription for a 

full year upon joining. I then calculate the amount 

due back based on the proportion of the year that 

has been missed. This is deducted from the 

following years subscription when it is due and I 

inform the member in writing. This means that 

everything is square once the member's second 

subscription has been paid. 

This method has several advantages: 

• There is no confusion about the amount that a 

new member should pay. It is always the standard 

amount, and is written on the back of the 

membership form for convenience. 

• New members must always jump a significant 

financial hurdle upon joining. Not only does this 

show the right kind of commitment to the Club, but 

stops the kind of abuse that a tiny joining fee at the 

end of the year would encourage. 

• Only one person, the Membership Secretary, has 

any sums to perform. At least this means the maths 

will be consistent and hopefully accurate as well. 

BOB LEWIS 

It is with deep regret that I record the passing of Bob Lewis, one of Mendip's most 
original and eccentric characters. 

Bob was a Wessex member for many years although his first loyalty was to the 
Severn Valley Caving Club where he was central to many activities. He was a keen 
and persistent digger, particularly in South Wales. 

Bob declined the use of modern aids such as helmets and rechargeable lamps for a 
woolly hat and torch, often caving alone in a variety of countries. However despite his 
many lone trips Bob was always tolerant and patient with those less capable and 
experienced than himself. He was a member of the Expedition to Iran, which went by 
bus and initiator and leader of the 1986 reconnaissance to Guizhou and the 1988 
Expedition to the same area in South West China. Declining to pursue sponsorship, 
the expeditions members travelled by plane, boat, train and bus to their final 
destination. 

Generous to a fault and with a keen interest in the environment and plants Bob will be 
missed by all of those who got to know him. 

Paul Weston 

Volume 25 Number 268 February 2000 123 



 

• If the member doesn't renew in the second year 

the Club is up on the deal. 

Note 

• No refunds are given for non-renewing 

members. 

• The late payment surcharge is still applied even 

if a large proportion of the coming year has already 

been prepaid. 

The formula for the discount is (thinking caps 

required here): 

Discount = Subscription - (53-Week Number)/52 x 

Subscription 

E.g. The Discount would be £30 - (53-14)/52 X £30 

= £30 - [39/52 X £30] 

= £30 - £22.50 

= £7.50 refund 

Where the subscription is £30 and the committee 

meeting is held in the 14th week of the Club year. 

Note 

• The week number should count from 1, not zero. 

• The week of the committee meeting that 

approved the application should be used, not the 

week that the application form was received. 

Finally adding the above to the Club Rules is 

impracticable. I suggest the Rules remain as they 

are, but the above is entered into the Clubs 

Procedures Book and a summary in the Member's 

Handbook. 

 

 

A Weekend of Events 

and Entertainment for 

Mendip Cavers 

9, 10, 11'" June, 2000 

At Priddy Village Hall and other local 

venues 

• BCRA Regional Meeting 

• Rescue Training 

• SRT at Split Rock 

• Slide and Digital Picture Show 

• Barbecue 

• Stomp 

• Training Sessions 

• Wessex Challenge 

• Cave Boot Sales 

• Digging Out With J Rat 

For further details visit the Mendip Caving 2000 website 

www.mendipnet.co.uk/2000 
Or contact CSCC Training Officer Andy Sparrow on 01749 677192 

Mendip Caving 2000 is a non-profit making event co-ordinated by the Council of Southern Caving Clubs (CSCC) 

Contributing bodies include the British Cave Research Association (BCRA), Mendip Rescue Organisation (MRO), 

and the Wessex Cave Club. 
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Mendip 2000 
9, 10, 11th June 

A Weekend of Events and Entertainment for Mendip 

Cavers, Mendip Caving 2000 is the combination of 

several annual Mendip events on one weekend. 

The idea is start the second century of Mendip 

caving with a memorable, enjoyable and useful 

gathering of local cavers. 

This weekend gives you the opportunity to meet up 

with old friends, learn something new, have some 

fun, and party, party, party! So, get yourself along 

and spread the word around your caving friends. 

Let's make it a good one! 

Provisional Programme 

Friday 9th June 

Hunter's Lodge Inn, from 9pm 

Social evening with a showing of slides and digital 

pictures. Bring your best caving pictures along on 

slide, CD or disc. 

 

Saturday 10th June 

BCRA Regional Meeting 

Priddy Village Hall, 10am - 5pm 

British Cave Research Association one day regional 

meeting organised by Dave Irwin. Talks, slideshows 

and maybe even videos on Mendip caving topics. 

Small entry fee. 

 

CSCC Training Event 

Various Venues 

9.30am - 1pm and 2pm - 5.30pm 

Half day training sessions in caving ropework. If you 

are interested in attending, or if you have any 

suggestions for other training topics please email 

the following information regarding which of the 

following you would like to attend: basic ropework 

(knots, handlines and simple ladder work), 

advanced ropework (ladder and lifeline, technical 

rigging and hauling systems), basic SRT (for 

beginners - kitting up and basic changeovers), 

improvers SRT (changeovers, traverse lines, 

rebelays), SRT rigging, SRT rescue, or other topics 

(please specify). £5.00 charge per half day session. 

Wessex Challenge 

Priddy Village Hall 6pm - 7.30pm (approximately!) 

For teams of 4 persons. How good is your team 

work? Put it to the test in this contest of fitness, 

organisational skill and caving know-how. Big prize 

for the winning team (when we find a sponsor). 

Small entry fee. 

Barbecue 

Priddy Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Food glorious food provided by the Mendip Rescue 

Organisation. Advance ticketing advised - see 

below. 

Stomp 

Priddy Village Hall, 8.30pm onwards 

Music by old favourites Tufenuf. Find out why we 

call it a stomp. Entry fee on door but advance 

ticketing advised - see below. 

Sunday 11th June 

From 7am 

Various Venues 

Hangover! 

Caver's Car Boot Sale 

Top Green or in Village Hall 

10am -12 noon 

Bring along your old gear, books or anything caving 

related and raise some money. Bargains galore! 

Small fee for vendors. Organiser Phil Hendy, 

Wessex Cave Club. 

Cave Rescue Training 

Priddy Village Hall & other venues 

11am onwards. 

Rescue training by Mendip Rescue Organisation. 

Split Rock Quarry 2pm - 5pm 

Bring your ropes and SRT kit for some practice and 

fun at this excellent training area. A variety of routes 

from the simple to the technical will be rigged 

including the 20 metre high Tyrolean across the 

quarry. Free of charge. 

There will not be any organised caving sessions but 

local cavers will be available to advise on Mendip 

systems. Tony Jarratt invites visiting cavers to 

come digging on Sunday - or possibly even to look 

at his major new discovery (if he's found it by then). 

Food 

We hope that some snacks and hot drinks will be 

available at the village hall to provide light 

breakfasts and lunch on Saturday and Sunday. 

Advance Booking 

Advance tickets for CSCC training sessions and 

MRO barbecue and stomp will be available from 

1pm-5pm. Information to follow. 
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Speleo Festival, Ile-de-France 
Organised by the Comite Departmental de Speleologie du Val-de-Marne, France 

Ian Ellis Chandler 

Just in the suburbs of Paris, in November for the 

last thirteen years a multi-media one day festival 

has been growing in scope and theatrical 

presentation. I have been involved with the festival 

for the last three occasions in setting up the art 

show with Carolina Brook. In these last three years 

the standard of presentation and the range of 

staged, film and audio-visual items has developed 

into something quite professional although all done 

by the cavers themselves. 

The format of the Saturday is that in the afternoon 

club stands, book stalls, expedition reviews, art 

show, photography show and competition, kids play 

area, gear stalls and some lectures are available. In 

the evening main event films, audiovisuals, 

sketches, music, videos are shown from about 8 

o’clock to past 12 with an interval for people to visit 

the stalls and have a drink. It takes one and a half 

days to set up as the stage has to be built, hall 

decorated, projector stage built, lighting hung and 

then of course rehearsals. It is then all stripped 

down on the Saturday night immediately after the 

show. A great deal of planning, work and special 

features are scripted and produced before the day. 

For example the opening sequence three years ago 

was a combination of live action and pre-recorded 

video which is now a feature of each festival. So 

that opening sequence started with the photo of a 

cave entrance being projected onto the stage 

screen. Music from the live band started, spotlights 

were switched on and turned to find two cavers on 

traverse ropes moving across both sides of the hall 

ceiling to the stage. They reached the stage and 

disappeared behind the backcloth. The picture on 

the screen came to life with the two cavers now on 

video traversing into the cave entrance. The video 

continued with them going into the cave. One was 

having trouble which caused audience mirth and 

the festival sponsors were given their credits. The 

atmosphere was set and films, videos etc followed, 

all on topics related to caves, caving and 

canyoning. 

Last year Carolina Brook staged a dance with live 

dancers on the stage. The music was native 

American throat music and the storey expressed in 

dance was three (male) cavers exploring and three 

(female) stalagmites seducing them and they 

danced together in jive style. Then two dancers 

representing flood water swept through and the 

cavers departed quickly. The audience responded 

well! 

The films and videos range across all subjects, 

some being historical documentaries, others just 

showing the glories of caves or an expedition. 

Audio visuals with music are of an extremely high 

standard and come from all sources: it is not 

confined to French producers. There is usually a 3D 

audio-visual presentation. 

This year two special features were presented 

which used live stage dialogue with pre-recorded 

video dialogue - and they were successfully 

presented. The best was on a Star Wars theme. 

The show was being presented by two m.c’s. 

Towards the end of the first half one of the m.c’s 

had a ‘heart attack’. The other m.c called for cave 

rescue. The band played music and into the hall 

marched space storm troopers, complete with 

uniforms, helmets, lit acetylene lamps and face 

masks. From a hatch in the ceiling twelve more 

troopers abseiled very quickly into the hall. On 

screen a cowled black masked ‘Darth Vader’, head 

only, appeared. A conversation between this video 

figure and the live m.c then commenced with many 

jokes. The storm troopers carried off the casualty. 

The timing was near perfect and the screen head, 

although masked, used his eyes to glance down at 

the m.c; giving absolute realism to the interaction 

between them. 

The finale this year was a speleo ‘through the ages’ 

fashion show for men, women and children. All 

costumes were over the top, as was the catwalk 

acting. 

The festival has generous sponsors, such as Petzl, 

a camping equipment retailer, Beal ropes, a watch 

company and others. The congress hall is provided 

by the local district authority: they see it as a 

prestigious event giving publicity to them. An official 

opening with the Mayor is a small price to pay. It 

made the Paris evening television news. 

There is perhaps one criticism in that you are 

swamped with images. Over the evening about 8 to 

10 different presentations are projected. Some go 

on too long and with seeing 232 pictures of 

helictites they do lose their wonder and appeal. 

Last year about 1000 people attended. This year 

near to 1400 attended this free festival, yes free! If 

you are planning a visit to Paris time it for the end of 

November and after seeing the sights spend an 

evening seeing the best films, videos and 

audiovisuals interspersed with live sketches and 

music. 
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Letter to the Editor 
Dear Vern, 

Unfortunately I could not attend this years' AGM, 

but I would like to comment on some AGM and 

other issues raised in the last Journal. I will try to 

attend the next AGM (even if I still cannot afford the 

Dinner plus the expensive subscription). My 

twenty-odd year WCC membership includes four 

years as Editor and two as Caving Secretary. As I 

also belong to a few clubs for various interests, and 

am secretary of one, I know the practical difficulties 

involved. Please do not take the following remarks 

personally. They are intended to be constructive 

general points. 

Minutes: The Minutes of any AGM must 

summarise as completely and accurately as 

possible, all the debate, irrespective of eventual 

votes or of opinions expressed. I know from 

experience that omitting the superfluous while 

keeping the salient points is very difficult. However, 

with all due respect, Mark, you are wrong in your 

appraisal of the limits of records required. To do 

less than you and past secretaries have done would 

be dereliction. 

The Secretary considers certain remarks to be 

defamatory, but the AGM apparently agreed on 

their correct wording, if not the opinion expressed. 

For a comment to be slanderous or libellous it has 

to be a lie, but genuine criticism is nullified if 

expressed aggressively or rudely. If criticism upsets 

someone, so be it, provided it is just and diplomatic. 

If it is merely defamatory, it is best just to ignore it. 

Abstentions: One vote registered 34 abstentions. 

My apologies if I am wrong here, but if, as I was 

told, nobody raised their hand when abstentions 

were called for, the vote should have registered No 

Abstentions. Passivity is not abstentions. 

Subscriptions and Franchise: In attempting to 

correct a perceived anomaly in the Subscription 

Rules, the AGM seemed to have tripped over the 

principles of any voluntary society's basic rules. 

They are far simpler than the debate as 

summarised in the Journal implies. 

1 The AGM of any organisation ends the Club 

Year. 

2 It sets the policies and subscriptions for the new 

Club Year starting the day after that, not the next, 

AGM, based on open review of the previous AGM 

Minutes, the Year's audited accounts and club and 

committee performances. 

3 Only Members may vote at the AGM, i.e. those 

who have paid all due subscriptions allowing for 

agreed reductions, etc. for and in the Club Year 

ending at that AGM. 

4 A cut-off date for subscriptions, hence 

membership, protects Principle 3 while giving time 

to inform absentees of the new rates. 

A full annual subscription pays from the end of the 

last AGM to the end of the next, whenever it is paid, 

although late payments obviously affect the club's 

finances. All members should know that the 

subscriptions are due within a set time of the AGM, 

so the notice is a reminder advising the rate for the 

year. Arrangements for life (or honorary), overseas 

and new members, the cut-off date and the 

required notice to members are important, but are 

only details. 

Members going overseas could arrange either to 

pay annually as usual, or in advance with the 

balance of any interim increases due on returning 

home. 

New members could pay a part-year subscription 

until that club year's AGM, when the following full 

subscription will become due anyway. NB: this 

would not apply to lapses! Renewing a membership 

lapsed in the same year would cost the full year's 

subscription (plus any surcharge). 

Summarising, ensuring that nobody can cheat, 

which is unlikely anyway as the Committee has the 

right to reject applications, is far easier than the 

AGM made it. Had I been there, Mark would have 

had some more "Againsts" to record. (Not that that 

would have affected the outcome). I feel sorry for 

the Membership Secretary trying to operate the 

new "system". I suggest that we look at Rule 8 

again at the 2000 AGM, and I am perfectly 

prepared to propose a new version of the rule. 

Club Events / E-mails: I word-processed this, but I 

share the Editor's concerns about the Club's 

computer enthusiasts. If something is arranged too 

late for publication in the Journal, then use any 

practical means to inform members, but open 

events should be arranged and publicised properly, 

in good time. WCC stands for Wessex Cave, not 

Computer, Club, and the Internet is not as universal 
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as its enthusiasts think. Many, including myself, are 

barred by the exorbitant cost of privately going 

"on-line" as the awful jargon has it. Many of us 

cannot use "works" computers for external e-mail, 

permitted or not (besides, I do not know how to use 

the internet, and I use computers too much at work 

to be interested. I'd rather go caving in my precious 

little spare time!). Those in my position rely on the 

Journal to learn of Club activities, and this is how it 

should be. Some money traders might offer a 

worse service to non-internet customers, but the 

Wessex Cave Club - or caving generally - is not the 

place for such elitism. 

Those who advertise for e-mailed information, as in 

the Journal, put themselves at a disadvantage by 

not including telephone numbers at least, as they 

exclude potential valuable respondents without 

internet access. Further, although e-mail reply 

transmission takes seconds, the whole system is 

only as quick as users' time permits, and is 

financially extremely inefficient. Those 

advertisements could be answered by post for the 

same work, far less money - and a bit of patience. 

Digs: I was dismayed to read in "Descent" that the 

WCC has only one Mendip dig, in the Swildons 

Oxbows, apparently Lowbow. I may be an 

infrequent visitor now, but I know that Club 

members are active in a number of WCC or 

cooperative digs. The constituted aims of the Club 

include encouraging original exploration, not just 

"tourist" caving. 

Lowbow was started in the 1980s by Pete Hann, the 

Moodys, et al, hopefully to meet Renascence 

Series (other contemporary digs in Swildons Hole 

found Butcombe Chamber, extended Hensler's Dig, 

and tentatively excavated opposite the top of 

Shatter Pot). 

Reciprocal Rights with the Northern Pennine Club 

are excellent, but don't forget that we have enjoyed 

reciprocal rights with the Craven Pothole Club, 

close to Horton-in-Ribblesdale railway station, for 

some years. The WCC is also one of several 

"Kindred Clubs" of the CPC, though this is a sort of 

social honour. 

Good Caving, 

Nigel Graham 

Unpaid Members 
Your subscriptions are now overdue. The rules of the WCC state that you have until 31st of March to pay, 

then you are no longer a member of the WCC. This will mean no more great Journals, no more access to club 

tackle, library etc. Please send your subscriptions to Dave Cooke as soon as possible - address in front of 

Journal. 

Nick Blundell Anna Harris Derek Sanderson 

Richard Boyle Malcolm Silcock & Sue Hodge Clive Silverson 

Liz Brandon Ian Jepson Carmen Smith 

Philip Brooks Naomi Jones Andy Sparrow 

Peter Camilleri Andy Kay David Speed 

Malcolm Campbell Lynne Crockart & Gordon Kaye Stephen Standing 

Russel Carter Tony King Willie Stanton 

Noel Cleave Paul Lambert Wayne Starsmore 

Rob Culverhouse Mark Lanney Peter Steele 

Barry Davies Colin Masters Andy Summerskill 

Alex Evans Trevor Moore Kenneth Tutton 

Neal Fay Peter Murphy John Vanderplank 

Bruce Fraser David Parker John Venn 

Richard Gardiner John Parkes Terry Waller 

Christopher Glennie Dan Peach Mark Wildman 

Tim Greenwood Graham Prole Les and Wendy Williams 

Pete Hann Ian Rutherford Martin Withers 
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Water Tracing In Biddlecombe 1962 and 1968 

The Hillgrove Swallets Experiment 

Paul Weston 

On 11th January 1962 I conducted a simple water 

tracing experiment between the Hillgrove Swallets 

and the Biddlecombe stream just below the 

buddlehut. On 1st July 1968, following discussions 

with Malcolm Newsom and Dave Drew we carried 

out a similar experiment using Zoo Swallet. 

These experiments have not 

been published before 

Method & Results (1962) 

I poured table salt into the streams entering Easter 

Hole, Whitsun Hole an adjacent swallet, Zoo 

Swallet and an open shaft taking water. Total 

quantity of salt used - 54ozs. The amount of salt 

deposited into each stream was approximately 

proportional to the size of each stream. Prior to this 

I had taken water samples from each swallet or 

sink and from the stream just below the Buddlehut. 

All samples, produced a negative result using silver 

nitrate as a detector. 

From 1pm I collected further samples of water in 

clean containers and tested these with silver nitrate 

from a dropper bottle. If salt is present a grey cloud 

appears in the sample. No container was used 

twice. There was a heavy stream running down 

Biddlecombe which three nearby tributaries were 

feeding into. My table of results are below: 

SINK HOLE OR SWALLET TIME AMOUNT OF SALT DEPOSITED 

EasterHole 12 Noon 6ozs 

Whitsun Hole 12.05pm 12ozs 

Sink adjacent to Whitsun Hole 12.10pm 6ozs 

Zoo Swallet 12.25pm 18ozs 

Open shaft adjacent to zoo swallet 12.30pm 12ozs 

RESULTS AT BIDDLECOMBE JUST 

BELOW THE BUDDLEHUT   

Samples producing 1.10pm 1.20pm 

Negative Results 1.30pm 1.40pm 

Samples Producing 1.45pm 1.50pm 

Positive Results 2.00pm 3.00pm 

Similar results were obtained from the three Tributaries between the Buddlehut and pump station. 

These results indicated that at least one of the Hillgrove Swallets drained to Biddlecombe! 
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Sodium chloride/conductivity tracing of Zoo Swallet to Biddlecombe 
Method & Results (1962) 

Method employed = that of depositing table salt into 

the swallet stream and analysing samples of water 

at regular intervals at the likely resurgence with a 

conductivity meter. A marked increase in 

conductivity is consistent with a similar increase in 

ionised salts in the water - in this case only 

attributable to the passing of a wave (or waves) of 

dissolved sodium chloride. 

91 bs. of salt deposited under conditions of very low 

flow at Zoo Swallet (11.6.68) and a "Dionic tester" 

(trade name) conductivity apparatus used in the 

field to record changes in dissolved salts in 

Biddlecombe. The conductivity units shown below 

have only relative significance in this case - no 

absolute value is claimed by converting them to 

concentration figures of sodium chloride. 

Results 

Natural conductivity, Zoo Swallet before salt 1 x 103 

Natural conductivity, Biddlecombe before salt 3.75 x 103. 

(both similar to figure from other Mendip sinks and risings - 

increase at rising due to bicarbonates dissolved by 

passage through limestone). 

Biddlecombe main stream. 2 hours 50 minutes 4.0 x  103  

Biddlecombe main stream. 3 hours 8.0 x 103 (Wave peak) 

Western trib ('main') 3 hours 5 minutes 4.0 x 103 (likely negative) 

(Main Eastern stream at same point and time = 6.0 x 103 - still positive) 

First left bank tributary, 3 hours 15 minutes 2.25 x 103 (negative) 

(Main Eastern stream at same time and place = 6.5 x 103 - irregular but still positive) 

Second left bank tributary 3 hours 23 minutes 6.5 x 103 (positive) 

(main here = 5.5 - major wave beginning to pass away) 

Final bifurcation round old wall east and larger = 7.0 x 103 

west and smaller = 4.5 x 103. 

The latter results, together with the fluctuations in the Biddlecombe Main stream on our return to the original 

site (5.5, 5.0, 7.0, 6.5, 5.3) show that the waves of salt concentration had become very fragmented and 

irregular. This was probably due to the method of salt input - in solid form rather than as solution. With a 

solution one would expect a steady and marked peak. However, obviously the stream transmits waves of 

solution from the solid form according to its varying capacity to dissolve that solid. 

The method appears to be a safe and rapid method of effecting short distance tracing of more simple 

systems. 
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In The Mud And The Water With The British 
Andy Kay 

Previously Published in Spéléo-Dordogne 3rd Trimestrial 1993. Translated by Andy Kay 

In August 1992 we received a visit from a group of 

British Cavers from the Wessex Cave Club, various 

other clubs, and members of the Cave Diving 

Group, with the objective of diving the downstream 

sump of the Trou du Huguenot (Cherveix-Cubas). 

Storms having rendered the site inaccessible, it 

was at the Font de la Doue (St Raphael) that 

Russell Carter forced the terminal sump, turning 

back in a 4th sump, the previous three having been 

short, and interspersed with above-water galleries. 

The pursuit of this exploration had to wait until 

1993. 

The 1st of August 1993 was a fine day, and a 

convoy of vehicles registered 24 or carrying a GB 

sticker arrived at La Chassenic towards 11 o'clock. 

After a fortifying lunch the thirty or so people 

present divided into two parties, those for the 

Huguenot, and those for La Doue, there being no 

less than five divers present in the group! 

Rapidly the 'Huguenots' gathered at the cave, 

prepared for the difficulties of portering the kit, each 

had their kitbag or tank to carry, or rather drag... At 

the first low passage one of the 'Wessex' didn't fit, 

but the rest carried on, the superstitious ones 

considering that twelve, rather than thirteen, was a 

better number of people for the trip! 

Start of the bedding planes: "Ah, just like at home!" 

exclaimed one voice in English. However the tone 

was changing somewhat after three hundred 

metres of flat-out crawling: our guests began to 

question the mental health of Perigordin cavers. 

Then came the interminable meanders: the bags 

caught everywhere, and the clang of bottles striking 

each asperity rang like the bells of the St Front 

cathedral in Perigueux. Finally we arrived at the 

junction with the streamway, where the few 

hundred metres of easy passage to the sump 

chamber were rapidly traversed, despite a traffic 

jam at the ‘Barrier’ where the loads had to be 

manoeuvred delicately for the ladder descent. 

"Is it far to your famous sump, Andy?" came a voice 

in English. "Only another fifty metres" in English as 

well. "Thank .... for that!" idem. 

Arriving at the Sump Chamber, morale improved. 

The French contingent sat themselves on the clay 

bank at the side of the chamber, rather like Romans 

come to regard a gladiator match: food emerged 

from kitbags, a supposedly functioning stove was 

coaxed into life, mud-encrusted lamps fettled, etc. 

Below, Keith made his preparations aided by his 

acolytes who were used to this sort of thing, and 

immersed himself into the pool where the visibility 

had to be 100% non-existent. 

Air bubbles broke the surface the length of the far 

wall, followed by Keith himself. Looking around he 

discovered himself still to be in the same chamber, 

shook his head, and submerged again. This 

scenario, to and fro, was repeated a few times. 

Finally, spitting out his gag, he interrogated your 

poor narrator (who was beginning to wish he was 

anywhere but here!) as to what he had really seen 

of the sump when the water was clear, and then 

tried once more, in vain. The downstream sump of 

the Trou du Huguenot is evidently an impenetrable 

letterbox-like thing, 3.5 metres below the surface, 

and clogged with silt when water levels are low. 

The return: an epic! For instance, the tank that fell 

into the interstices of the 'Barrier' and the attempts 

to fish it out with a length of dive line, until someone 

managed to wriggle between the blocks to retrieve 

it... or those individuals who took an involuntary 

journey to the upstream system (not the first time 

this has happened), and had to retrace their steps 

to find the junction leading out.... the meanders, and 

finally the crawlway. I've never seen the bedding 

planes turned into such a state! Instead of the 

muddy but relatively dry crawls interspersed with 

small pools as they were when leading into the 

cave, now it was in a kind of mud mayonnaise, as if 

blended in a giant Moulinex, that I followed the party 

out. Worse, undesirable traffic jams occurred 

(lamps blocked with mud, kitbags weighing a ton, 

etc), and certain Englishmen began to make very 

uncharitable reflections regarding the Huguenot. It 

is not within the pages of a family magazine that I 

could describe all of this, but I cannot resist quoting 

a certain Mike, who on spotting a tiny straw 

stalactite became halfway hysterical, exclaiming 

"Calcite! And white! What the ...,'s that doing here in 

this.... hole?" etc, etc. 

And I believe it was also he, once we had all 

emerged into daylight, filthy as sewer rats, who 

commented "not a bad cave, that: all it needs is fifty 

tons of concrete poured into the entrance and it'd 

be fine". 
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Covered in mud, tired, and demoralised by the 

failure of the dive, we perceived coming to meet us, 

clean and in shorts and tee-shirts, the crew from La 

Doue. Obviously they hadn't spent the last six 

hours grovelling in mud like ourselves, and worse, 

they were smiling. It was only later grouped around 

the table at La Chassenic, that all became clear. 

Malcolm, lead diver at La Doue, had first to lay a 

new line, the one that Russell left the previous year 

having been half swept away by floodwaters. 

Christian, Duncan, Struan and Carol accompanied 

him on part of the aquatic trip to the first sump, and 

Max Chavoix (without wetsuit, in his underwear and 

holding a pocket flashlight!) all the way to this point. 

Robin Brown followed shortly after. The first three 

sumps, with the exceptionally low water levels this 

year, had become shorter than during Russell's 

exploration. Diving the fourth sump, some 25 

metres in length, Malcolm discovered that Russell 

had turned around merely six metres before the 

gallery surfaced in a passage 2m high by 1.5 wide. 

This is the first 'walking' passage in the whole cave. 

Removing his diving kit, Malc explored 200 metres 

of this virgin passage, making a rough survey, and 

turning around at the point where the ceiling dipped 

to make progression a hands and knees job once 

more. Ahead, blackness, but there was a time limit 

to respect, and other than the tanks which he had 

brought with him, the others were in the Trou du 

Huguenot! 

Rekitting, returning through the sumps, and 

meeting Rob at sump 1, a quick look at the 

pressure gauges showed plenty of remaining air, 

including the indispensable safety margins. 

Immediately Robin took the tanks and set off into 

the unknown. A bit more than an hour later he 

emerged, after exploring approx. 200 metres 

beyond Malc's point, not surveyed due to a 

malfunctioning compass. So those who had been 

to La Doue had every reason to smile; 400 metres 

of new passage, most of it above water! 

Naturally the evening turns into a party, and the 

good news doesn't only concern the divers: sumps 

1 and 2 are free-diveable, and maybe by digging, 

all four may become passable. 

Monday, August 2. Malcolm says to Mike: "You're 

diving this morning". 

Suddenly everything becomes automatic (these 

guys are incredibly organised). The kit is piled into 

the vehicles, and at 10.30 we are before La Doue, 

where the waters are once more running clear. 

Struan and Andy enter to survey (the entrance 

series) while the two divers kit up. At the first duck 

(not to be confused with sump 1) the surveyors are 

overtaken by the explorers, an unforgettable 

experience: those two don't have to 'suck the 

ceiling' to progress: they pass like an express train, 

in a racket of helmets hitting the roof, expelled air, 

and waves formed by their fins. We allow calm to 

settle before carrying on. The survey is completed 

to sump 1, in watery conditions, thus tying into that 

made by Russell last year, and prolonged by 

Malcolm yesterday. Lack of sleep, and the cold 

water do not inspire me to free-dive sump 1, so 

return to the light of day, noting the places where it 

will be worthwhile digging in order to lower the 

water level. We wait for the divers in brilliant 

sunshine .... 

Mike and Keith are back after three and a half hours 

underground surveying and taking photos. Their 

booty: a further 200 metres of passage, stopping 

only by prudence at a flat-out duck, having left their 

tanks back at sump 4. A much hoped-for highly 

decorated upper fossil passage wasn't found(!), not 

that this distracted from the general satisfaction at 

the results obtained. 

Return to Las Chassenic for a copious dinner 

prepared by our 'support team' who had contributed 

greatly to the success of the two days, many thanks 

to Rita and Vicky, Mike 'Yorkie' Yorke, and 

Christians who had not only helped cook but also 

caved. 

Projects were discussed; the following day some 

were going for a deep dive in the Lot, while others 

were more interested in some tourism, including a 

visit to the SCP's Caving Museum in Les Eyzics. 

Your narrator, meanwhile, was preparing this 

article. 

Wednesday August 4th. Visit to the Grotte des 

Borderies (Hautefort), a highly decorated local cave 

with strict entry limitations. Being numerous, we 

divide once more into two groups: one, guided by 

Christiane, makes a 'tourist' trip, while the other 

goes more slowly, as there is a quality 

photographer in their midst! The British are 

astounded to see such a well-decorated cave with 

such easy access! 

Thanks, 'the Wessex' and the CDG; see you next 

year, and by the way, how much does an air tank 

cost? 

The Font de La Doue was explored and surveyed to 

694.5 metres. 
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Lights 
Paul Hadfield 

In preparation for the coming summer's orgy of new 

cave on POWI, I have been revisiting the problem of 

lighting for trips to areas where there are no 

recharging facilities. 

For many many years I have used a big stinky type 

light of either French or Spanish origins. However 

on some recent trips I have been rather dissatisfied 

with its performance when compared with state of 

the art halogen headlights. In the areas where I now 

typically cave, (Northern BC and Alaska), these 

usually appear in the form of dry cell powered lights 

such as the Petzl Duo. Dry batteries however, work 

out to be very expensive and there is always the 

problem of disposal. 

My old Nife cells are no longer worth salvaging after 

twenty years of disuse and suffer from the problem 

of requiring recharging after every trip of 

consequence and they are in addition 

unquestionably heavy (this used to be an 

advantage in those days when I spent a part of 

many caving trips under water, but those days are 

long gone!). 

However, my old headpiece is still in good shape 

and so I have now purchased a couple of 6 volt, 5 

Ampere hour, sealed gel cells and wired them into 

the headpiece with a simple automotive plug/socket 

as a quick disconnect close to the cell. The biggest 

problem has been locating 6 volt halogen bulbs with 

a screw thread fitting to use in the old headpieces. 

The 6 volt halogen bulb (compared to the 3 volt Nife 

cell), throws out a decidedly useful bright beam. 

Testing at home has given me burn times of over 

eleven hours. Realistically this will be degraded 

somewhat in the underground environment. 

In order to extend the life of the battery further I am 

experimenting in using an LED, (light emitting 

diode), as the dim or dip beam. A few years ago this 

would not have been realistic as the light output 

from these devices is so low and they existed in 

only coloured forms. Today however you can buy 

high intensity, (ultrabright), white LEDs for about the 

same price as a light bulb. They have the 

advantage of being extremely rugged and consume 

only very low current. 

The one I have currently installed has a blue/white 

light output and using this light alone gives me a 

light for over two hundred hours before exhausting 

the battery. It is admittedly not extremely bright but I 

could certainly get out of a cave using it. 

Initially I was going to make a fancy circuit board 

mount for the LED, but investigation has shown that 

it mounts very nicely on its own wires onto 

convenient screw contacts within the headpiece 

while the LED sticks up nicely through the hole 

where the old dim light bulb used to be. 

The problem of recharging still exists of course. 

However, the new cell is cheap ($US 15.00), and 

weighs only 2 pounds. This means that I will be 

planning on carrying a spare cell with me on most 

exploration trips and a few more in the car or at 

camp. 

In order to protect the investment I also bought a 

high quality gel cell charger. I have fitted this with 

the ‘opposite’ end of the disconnect plug which is 

keyed so that all that is required to recharge it is to 

unplug the headset then plug the battery into the 

charger. My next step is to build a 12 volt to 6 volt 

charger so that the cells can be recharged from a 

car battery. Everyone who has had experience with 

lead acid gel cells will know how critical it is to 

ensure that the charge rate for these cells is 

properly controlled to avoid both under and 

overcharging. 

To carry the battery, a belt pouch of heavy duty 

codura is under construction. 

If anyone out there has any experience using these 

ultrabright LEDs as a caving light source I would 

love to hear from them. Likewise if anyone can put 

me on to a cheap source of 6 volt halogen bulbs 

with a screw thread fitting. 

I realise that in a land of caving huts and battery 

charging rooms this is probably not the most 

exciting development, but moving from the old 3 

volt NiCd/Flooded Lead acid cells to 6 volt gel cells 

and halogen/LED lighting systems (after slaving 

under a hot flame for all these years) is quite a step. 

By far the biggest problem now outstanding is how 

do I now warm my soup up? I guess with six big 

volts available I should be looking at a portable 

microwave? 
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Every Intention 
 

When I got up this morning 
 

I had every intention of going caving. 
 

Then I had a cup of tea. 
 

I walked over to my gear. 
 

I walked away from the smell. 
 

Another cup of tea. 
 

A mess of porridge with honeyed 
redemption 

hung heavy with procrastination. 
 

Did my lights work? 
 

Oh dear yes. 
 

Was every-thing there? 
 

Oh dear yes. 
 
After doing my pre-trip pre-checks 

 
I had another cup of tea. 

 
The porridge resettled its destination. 

 
I went off to the cave with every 

intention. 
 

On the walk across the lush loamed 
fields alternate intentions were scented 

everywhere. 
 

I stayed committed to my route 
 

on the savory powered tracks of the 
sun. 

 
Soon I stood at the cool, luring, 

whispering wind entrance. 
 

I still have every intention. 

 
Ellis 

Review 

Phil Hendy 

Somerset v Hitler 

(Secret Operations in the Mendips 1939 - 1945) 

by Donald Brown 

At first glance, this 256-page paperback would 

seem to have little relevance to cavers. However, 

many caves and mines were pressed into use as 

hideouts and stores, particularly by the Auxiliary 

Units, which comprised specially-picked members 

of the Home Guard. Their purpose, in the case of 

German invasion, was to go to ground on a 

prearranged signal, the ringing of church bells. 

They were not even allowed to go home first to say 

goodbye to their families. Once hidden 

underground, they had to wait until the enemy had 

advanced past them. They were then to emerge 

and harass the Germans until they were captured 

or shot. Operational life expectancy was between 

ten and fourteen days, and some of the volunteers 

were as young as 16! 

Many of these underground hideouts were 

excavated especially for that purpose. The Nissen 

Hut dug into the side of Hillgrove Swallet was sunk 

in a single day. Other hideouts were in Sandford 

Levvy and Great Oone's Hole, and of course there 

was the well-known one in Foxes Hole. It is not 

certain if the location of all of these hideouts is 

known, and it is always possible that a dig into a 

cave or mine might even today reveal one of these 

bases. I can only recommend that the book is read. 

The heavy reliance on the personal reminiscences 

of survivors makes the history very real and 

relevant. 

The book is most un-put-downable, with a wealth of 

information on Mendip during the war which will be 

of interest to many. There are many unanswered 

questions, and several hideouts which have simply 

been lost. This book could well be a stepping-stone 

to further research, and maybe digging. A minor 

criticism is the mis-spelling of various place-names, 

but this could be due simply to the author using 

phonetic spelling when recording his interviews with 

survivors of the war. At £11.95, the book is not 

cheap, but I think a copy should find its way into the 

Library. 

Perhaps some of our own war veterans might like to 

record their memories of Mendip at war, and the 

relevance of cave sites to the war effort. 
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Flooding At Thrupe Lane Swallet 
Richard Witcombe 

In January 2000, a caver of over thirty years 

experience on a solo digging trip was trapped 

underground by flood water at Thrupe Lane 

Swallet. Fortuitously the flooding was spotted by a 

passing caver and with the help of two others, the 

bulk of the stream was diverted and the digger was 

able to make his escape after having had a cold two 

hour wait in the Railway Series. Thankfully, the 

MRO who had been put on standby, were not 

needed. 

With the more frequent occurrence of very wet 

winters and the silting up of the main depression at 

Thrupe, the cave now floods with very little warning 

during the winter months. In the recent incident, the 

digger went underground at 9.30 am with a 

relatively small stream sinking in the main 

depression. The surrounding area was however 

saturated after a very rainy December and by 12.30 

am, after an hour or two of only moderate rain, the 

stream had risen considerably and had flowed 

along the cliff line to pour down the entrance adit. 

With a foot depth of water flowing into the adit, the 

25' entrance shaft would have been very difficult to 

climb, and the narrow sections of the Ferret Run 

would have been quite impassable. Further into the 

main cave, Perseverance Pot and Cowsh Crawl 

would also have become entrapment points. 

Luckily the digger was working in the Railway 

Series, which leads off the Ferret Run close to the 

entrance shaft but a few feet above floor level. The 

waterfall thundering outside the threshold of the 

Railway Series was enough to persuade the digger 

to stay put until the flood abated. At one point he 

suspected that water was beginning to trickle along 

the horizontal section of passage known as Plaster 

Passage towards him, which would have been a 

very worrying development. Behind him was 100' of 

small passage leading down to the 1' high U tube 

squeeze below Bamboo Aven. This wallow 

generally contains an inch or two of water and it 

would quickly sump if any water found its way along 

Plaster Passage. Fortunately the trickle proved 

illusory and with the stream diverted on the surface 

and voice contact made with the cavers above, he 

made a rapid exit. 

A number of points should be born in mind by would 

be winter visitors to Thrupe Lane Swallet: 
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1. The digger was effectively trapped by 1' of water 

flowing down the entrance adit. I have several 

times in recent years seen the entire adit filled with 

water. 

2. The unlocked grill gate in the adit has a purpose 

beyond stopping casual visitors from falling down 

the shaft. It catches floating debris during floods, 

preventing sticks and rubbish plunging into the 

cave. This is not just a conservation issue. There is 

a pinch point in the Ferret Run just below the 

Plaster Passage junction. If this became blocked 

with debris, the Railway Series would certainly 

flood and the Bamboo Aven U tube could remain 

sumped for a long period. 

3. If a caver was trapped beyond the Bamboo Aven 

U tube, he or she should use their helmet to bail the 

water into Poltergeist Passage on the right or 

retreat to the dry bedding plane passage in the Old 

Wells Road. Rescuers would have a difficult time 

bailing the U tube from the upstream side, as the 

nearest place to get rid of water is 100' uphill in the 

abandoned Rock Street dig at the bottom of Plaster 

Passage. If the digger was between the entrance 

and the Bamboo Aven U tube and water began to 

flow along Plaster Passage, there would be the 

difficult choice of either braving the entrance shaft 

water or seeking refuge in the small aven above the 

head of Rock Street. This probably stays dry in all 

but the most cataclysmic of floods. 

4. The surface stream normally divides just to the 

north of the digging hut, where a drain by the 

roadside takes some of the flow, leaving the 

remainder to run into the gulley to the east of the 

hut and then the main depression. During flood 

conditions, the road drain quickly gets blocked by 

debris, sending virtually the full flow down into the 

depression. In January, unblocking this drain was 

enough to cause the stream to recede from the 

entrance shaft and sink instead by the cliff face on 

the eastern edge of the depression. The water from 

here will still emerge below the entrance shaft and 

flow down the Ferret Run, but the shaft itself will be 

dry. Do not be tempted to remove the vertical bar 

from the front of the road drain. As with the 

entrance gate, it stops sticks flowing into the pipe 

and getting jammed, thereby cutting off its stream 

diversion value. 

5. The water which sinks in the streambed between 
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the road drain and the depression and in the 

depression itself drops into Butts' Chamber below 

and from there flows down into Bridge Rift and 

Avalanche Pot. The water flowing into the drain 

crosses under the road and emerges at the bottom 

of the paddock opposite the cave to disappear in a 

choked overflow swallet in the garden of 

Wareham's Farm. Some of this water seems to 

leak into the roof of Chimney Pot above High Atlas 

in the Railway Series and more enters the cave in 

the Bypass Chamber and Atlas streamway area. 

Thus it should be remembered that diverting the 

stream under the road will probably worsen water 

conditions in Bleak Hall, Chimney Pot and High 

Atlas and in the Atlas area generally. 

6. In summary, cavers should not underestimate 

the flood risk associated with Thrupe Lane. The 

stream has a very large catchment area, including 

the wet Thrupe Marsh, and the road itself. You will 

notice that Nelson Butt has sandbags by his front 

door! If in doubt about the state of the stream, 

consult the Butts and respect their views. Better 

still, come back another day. In the event of a 

rescue, consider the stream diversion options and 

ask the MRO to track down one of the ATLAS 

diggers if possible. You may use the diggers' hut as 

a rescue base (keys with the Butts, Richard 

Witcombe (Tel 01761 453324) and Simon Meade- 

King (Tel 01225 869095) but don't impose on the 

Butts, who have a busy farm to run and work long 

hours. Have a good trip! 

Library Report 
Phil Hendy 

LIBRARY - RECENT ACQUISITIONS 
As at 11th January 2000 

 

B.E.C. Belfry Bulletin 50, 2 No. 505 Dec. 1999 

 

B.C.R.A. Cave Science - Combined Indexes Vol 11 

(March 1999) 04016 includes Index to Wm. 

Pengelly Cave Studies Trust Journal (1964 - 1995) 

Cave & Karst Science 26, 2 (Aug 1999) 

 

Chelsea Speleological Society Newsletter 41, 11 

(Nov 1999) 41, 12 (Dec 1999) 

 

Craven Pothole Club Record No. 56 (Oct 1999) 

 

Descent No. 151 (Dec. 1999 / Jan 2000) 

 

Georgia Underground 35, 1 April 1999 

 

Grampian Speleological Group Bulletin 3rd Series 

Vol. 5 No. 2 (Oct 1999) 

 

Grosvenor Caving Club Newsletter No. 99 

(Nov/Dec 1999) 

 

MNRC Newsletter 73, (Aug/Sep 1999), 74, (Oct / 

Nov 1999), 75 (Dec 1999 / Jan 2000) 

 

NSS .Journal of Cave and Karst Studies 61, 2 (Aug 

1999) 

News 57, 7 (Jul), 10 (Oct 1999) 

 

The Red Dragon (Journal Cambrian Caving 

Council) No. 26 (1999/2000) 

Regards (Belgium) 35, 36 (1999) 

 

Speleo-Dordogne No. 12 (1998) 

No. 13(1999) and folder – 50th 

Anniversary of Speleo-Dordogne 

 

Stalactite (Organe de la Societe suisse de 

speleologie) (2/98, 1/99) 

 

White Rose Pothole Club Newsletter 18, 4 (Dec 

1999) 

 

Northern Caves 

Vol 1 Wharfedale and the North-West 

Vol 2 The Three Peaks 

Vol 3 The Three Counties System and the North- 

West 

 

 

 

Thanks to Don Thomson for various items, 

including documents relating to the 8th International 

Spelological Congress in the USA (1981) and 

American caves, especially Carlsbad Caverns. 

 

Andy Kay writes to inform me that anniversary 

Speleo-Dordogne lapel pins are available from him 

at a cost of £2 including p&p. Write to him at La 

Chessenie, 24390 Chervaix-Cubas, France. 

 

 

Phil Hendy 

Librarian 
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The Black and Cream Symposium 
Ian Ellis Chandler 

It's not that I expected an Irish caving conference to 

be like one in the UK or the USA but it was so very 

different. There was an aura of organisation and a 

sense of programme but as every one seemed to 

communicate through telepathy foreigners did not 

connect into the loop. 

Although the events were published with notices in 

the hall of the hotel, changes were constant. 

Fortunately all events were in the one room. This 

made finding the venue so much easier, especially 

when that room also had a bar; also the speakers 

came to you. There was another bar in the hotel so 

the balance between lecture rooms (1) and bars (2) 

reflected the space priorities for communication. 

Straddling the hotel hall and the function room were 

the tables for Dragon Caving gear. It looked as 

though the whole shop had been transported over 

the Irish Sea. This was well positioned; wherever 

you went you had to pass the stalls. I managed to 

bag the top of the grand piano which was crammed 

into the corner of the function room for the ISSA art 

stall. Both Dragon and myself were set up on Friday 

evening. 

Saturday morning was for the AGM of the 

Speleological Union of Ireland. Sometime after 

lunch, well it did happen eventually, there was a talk 

on mines in Ireland. After this some people went off 

to a local 'show' mine. Some went to sleep off the 

liquid lunch, some went caving, some went walking, 

some went sightseeing, some went back to the bar 

either in the hotel or along the road in the village. 

The events took place in the evening, times not 

strictly required as you just hung around until it 

started. There were talks on the quest for a master 

cave in Co. Fermanagh; a year in the life of a caver 

and a history of the Irish cave rescue organisation. 

These were interrupted by a series of my poems 

with me as continuity man. There might have been 

other talks but these have slipped away with the 

black and cream. The bar was still serving at past 

three in the morning. 

Sunday morning, late, was the time for the AGM of 

the cave rescue organisation. There were no 

events in the afternoon. I went caving to 

Ballymaglancy Cave, a typical river cave near to 

the northern shore of Lough Corrib, Co. Mayo. This 

500 metre long cave was very well decorated with a 

variety of formations and it also wound its way with 

classic passage bends and river beds. It ended in a 

scummy sump. A worthwhile trip, especially with a 

camera. 

Sunday evening was again for talks, the results of 

the photo competition and a quiz. The talk was the 

UBSS extension, via diving, of Ponhnagree, Co. 

Clare. There were eleven tables for the quiz, 

including the UBSS and Shepton Mallet CC. I 

joined a table with an Irish Wessex member, 

Graham, two other Irish lads and a Welshman now 

living in Ireland. 

There was a tie for first place, the UBSS being one 

of the top teams, but we came next in the points 

total. All proceeds went to the cave rescue 

organisation. I think the bar continued until Monday 

morning's cock crow. 

On Monday I travelled to the Burren and booked 

into a hostel with members of the Shepton. My 

feelings of alienation were offset by that of being 

the lone pillar of representation from a classic 

caving club: it was a case of quality not quantity. 

We had a very good trip into Collaun 2 that evening. 

Later we met up with others from the Shepton: 

there were a total of nine, including the Ellis's. After 

the pub closed I found the attractions of the Doolin 

wine bar too good to miss. 

Tuesday I drove to the ferry with the car windows 

wide open. 
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Logbook Extracts 

13.11.99 - OFD 

Mark, Bean, Butch & Simon 

OFD Top to Bottom - 3 hours. An early start with 

raging hangovers - I think Mark was the only one 

person awake for the journey over which was good 

‘cos he was driving. The big traverses were 

excellent but the altitude did nothing for Mark’s 

headache. Bean was leading but Mark was 

navigating. Mark is ace - we love Mark. Can we go 

again? 

 

13.11.99 - Whitepit 

Cathy, Neil, Emsy & Les 

Those too hard to be the chosen few for OFD 

proved ourselves worthy rock athletes on this epic 

photo trip. 

 

14.11.99 - Eastwater 

Neil, Bean, Jon & Cathy 

Video planning trip - hard as rock - better than OFD. 

 

20.11.99 - Gough’s Practice Rescue 

Wessex contingent, Les, Maurice, Jonathan, Prew, 

et al assisted in carrying a young lady MS sufferer 

from ladder beyond Boulder Chamber on the 

adventure caving route. Smooth but slow 

operation. Good to see Chris Castle back at work 

after his recent accident. 

 

20.11.99 - Swildons 

Jonathan, Neil & Nickname 

Swildon’s video, digging and Sump 1 trip, all before 

the pub! 

 

21.11.99 - GB 

Cookie, Jules & Stu 

Just the thing to clear the head. 

 

23.11.99 - Welsh’s Green Swallet 

Mark & Bean 

After my first trip into Welsh’s 10 years ago I swore 

I’d never go back. But I did and it was worth it. All 

the mud’s gone and it’s now a clean stroll down 

water washed passage. Trust me I’m a Contractor!! 

 

27.11.99 - Eastwater Filming Adventure 

Jonathan, Simon & Neil 

Part I. All went well but 2 hours in those boulders 

must be tempting fate! 

 

28.11.99 - Eastwater Filming Adventure 

Jonathan, Kathy & Neil 

Part II. Wot, Eastwhere twice in a weekend. 

28.11.99 - Upper Swildon’s 

Neil, Jonathan, Kathy, Chris & Theresa 

(Prospective members) 

Led by our own Captain Les. No need for showers 

‘cos we’re not gonna get wet! 

 

4.12.99 - Swildon’s 

Jon, Kathy, Mark, Neil & visiting Scouts 

Novice training trip round Upper Series. 

 

Swildon’s - Sump 1 

Simon & Neil 

Sump 1 and return. Neil free climbed the 20’. Simon 

laddered it. 1½ rs. Good trip - moderate walking 

speed. Not running. Not 32 minutes, but still HARD 

AS ROCK. 

 

4.12.99 - St Cuthbert’s 

Rosie, Vern & Badvoc 

A good ferkle around off the trade routes. 

 

4.12.99 - Eastwhere 

Badvoc & Cookie 

Twin Verticals, good pitches, a good cave for a 

Sunday. 

 

4.12.99 - Swildon’s 

Stop & Norm 

In Dry? Way, Barnes Loop, up to the Mud Sump, 

down to Sump 1, watched several people get wet, 

came out the Short Wet Way? with the extra wet bit 

at the end just for good measure. Fine trip. 

 

5.12.99 Cuckoo Cleeves 

Stop & Norm (First time down) 

Rumours of bad air prompted me to take a box of 

matches along. Met up with two lads from down 

south at the entrance (also first time in). So the four 

of us set off, but alas there was a bad smell at the 

bottom of the Canyon and the matches refused to 

light (despite being very dry). So we made a hasty 

retreat and were severely out of breath by the top of 

the Canyon. 

 

Feeling cheated out of our cave we said goodbye to 

our new pals (Mike & Steve) and went down Sidcot 

instead. But the Tie Press prevented Norm from 

further progress - he claims it was because of his 

big rib cage. Followed that up with a quick trip to the 

bottom of the Drainpipe in Goatchurch. Four caves 

in one weekend, excellent! Top stuff; must come 

back in New Year and explore further. The squeeze 

was a little too much after having nearly been 

gassed a mere hour before. Now to get rid of those 

aches & pains ................................. Cheers! 
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11.12.99 - Rhino Rift 
Mike Thomas, Malc Foyle & Robin Brown 
Divers on string! Not Wessex rope. 
Bottom of third pitch. It was painfully obvious that 
one of two things should happen: 
1) Divers should stick to diving or 
2) We need some practice. 
 
4.12.99 - OFD Top 
Mike Thomas, Malc Foyle & Pete Mulholland 
Pete got scared just inside the entrance and 
stopped to film drips! Mike & Malc carried on to the 
Nave and pushed on to the Second Oxbow in main 
streamway with two ladders and one 30m lifeline. 
First ladder pitch - textbook rigging: second ladder 
pitch - not a textbook operation. Never mind it did 
the job. 

PS You need THREE ladders 
 

11.12.99 - Swildon’s 
Ian Chandler 
Oh wot a lot of water! Full bore into the entrance 
chamber - shoots across to the Dry Ways and 
tumbles down Jacob’s Ladder in great spate. After 
40 years of caving I went down the Long Dry Way 
for the first time. I had two excuses: 
1) I would get wet going down Jacob’s Ladder (well 

wetter than I was already) 
2) It was an opportunity to see the pretties and do 

some sketching. 
 
11.12.99 - Shatter Cave 
Leg, Al Taylor (WSG) & Tav 
Superb formations, but lack of recent caving meant 
technique had gone to pot, so exited pretty 
knackered. Managed to relive the joys associated 
with the sport - change by the side of the road, 
putting on gear that had shrunk with time(?), etc. 

Leg 
 

16.12.99 - GB Cave 
Paul, Laurie, Keith Alan & James 
Fun trip to the Main Chamber of GB to take a few 
photos. Got down and back out in good time then 
spent the next 30 minutes trying to undo the 
padlock. Nearly missed last orders!! 
 
17.12.99 - Fairy Quarry 
Weston Bros 
To Quarry to identify various holes, entrances as 
per Mr Taviner’s excellent article. 
 
19.12.99 - Rhino Rift 
Mark & Bean 
Swift trip to bottom of Main Pitches and back, 
(obviously). Cave wet. Some brass balls found in 
carpark - look out for upset monkey! 

21.12.99 - Whitepit 
Mark & two virgins (well it was Bean & Butch’s first 
time in there) 
Took a few photos. Went down a few holes! 
 
Christmas Day 
Butch, Simon, Rosie, Kathy & Lu 
Yes - It doesn’t stop us just because it’s Christmas! 
Very wet. 
 
26.12.99 - Eastwater 
Mark & Bean 
We should have been put off by the river flowing 
down the entrance shaft, but we weren't. We should 
have been put off by the waterfalls in the Ruckle, 
but we weren't. Nice stream running down 13 Pots - 
well worth the effort until we remembered the 
entrance. We should be locked up, but we’re still 
freeeeee ... 
 
27.12.99 - GB Cave 
Weston Bros & Junior Weston 
Surprisingly little water backing up in the final 
choke, although many inlets taking water. 2½ hours 
 
27.12.99 - Cuckoo Cleeves 
Laurie & Russ 
How much water in the entrance & why did Russ 
drop the padlock? 
 
27.12.99 - Pridhamsleigh Cavern 
Les, Cookie, Neil & Lynn & Bill from the (DSS) 
Got fed up waiting for Captain Les so went caving 
anyway. Within 10mins we could hear the ho, ho’s 
coming up behind us. Splendid trip through all the 
‘ins & outs’ 
 
28.12.99-Afton Red Rift 
Jonathan, Cookie, Neil, Chris, Theresa 
(Newcomers), Lynn & Bill (DSS) with Les out of 
action 
Must have been the all-day breakfast! (baked 
beans) Yes it’s red, yes it’s a rift and we think it’s in 
Afton. Neil got stuck twice, but the tigers made their 
way onwards all the same. Very nice cave. 
 
28.12.99 - Unknown Cave 
Laurie, Russ & Rob 
Got suited up, found ladies underwear near 
entrance, no sign of bird though. Boxer shorts too 
wet after trip so used the black underwear instead. 
 
29.12.99 - Stock House Shaft 
Jonathan & Tommo 
Digging with the other Club. Tommo on the bags & 
Jon on the winch. 
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Events Diary 

Please note change of date for France Meet 

10th - 12th March 

Travelling Friday afternoon, returning Sunday 

Evening. Bar le Due, Northern France - caving with 

a difference, we will be meeting with some Dutch 

cavers from Speleo Nederland and possibly be 

camping in a stone mine, visiting caves which have 

been intercepted by the miners, also other caves 

nearby. More details will be available soon from the 

caving secretary. Numbers may be limited. 

 

25th - 26th March 

A cave surveying training session with theory at 

Upper Pitts and a practical session underground on 

the Saturday with a further session on data 

manipulation and survey plotting on Sunday. 

Training provided by Arthur Millet and John 

Stephens from Chelsea Speleological Soc. 

 

15th-25th April 

Doolin, County Clare in Ireland for the week leading 

up to and including the Easter bank holiday. This is 

a top caving area with some world class caves; also 

some very good beer. Accommodation is in holiday 

cottages, so early booking is essential, please 

contact Les Williams if you intend to go. Cost of 

cottages in the region of £30.00 per person Sat 

15th - Sat 22nd, then camping in Doolin. 

 

28th April - 1st May 

Traditional Club meet to South Wales. Staying at 

the WSG cottage in Penderyn, visiting all the 

classic Welsh caves: OFD, Dan-yr-Ogof, Little 

Neath, Porth-yr-Ogof etc. 

 

26th - 29th May 

North Wales Meet. Camping in the Beer Garden of 

the Red Lion. Visiting the Milwr Tunnel, Ogof Dydd 

Byraf, Ogof Hesp Alyn, Poachers Cave, etc. 

 

Late June - Devon TBA 

 

July date - TBA 

WCC vs BEC annual cricket match & BBQ/piss up 

. 

August date - TBA 

Slovenia 2000 expedition 

 

August Bank Holiday Meet – Yorkshire 

 

Sept date - Belgium Meet TBA 

 

Nov date - Derbyshire Meet TBA 
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February 

19th 

26th 

MRO night out, 8pm Village Hall 

MRO EAR Lecture, Hunters 7.30pm 

March 
10th/12th 

11th 

17th 

25th/26th 

25th 

Nancy, Northern France 

WCC Committee Meeting 6pm 

MRO General Meeting, Hunters 8pm 

WCC Cave Surveying, Training Meet 

MRO First Aid Kit and Casualty/Care 

Lecture, Hunters 7.30pm 

25th BCRA Cave Science Symposium 

University of Huddersfield 

April 
15th 

 

15th/25th 

29th/1st 

 

29th/1st 

MRO Molephone Lecture, Hunters 

7.30pm 

County Clare, Ireland 

4th European Exploration 

Speleological Congress, Belgium 

South Wales Meet, WSG 

May 
6th 

6th 

26th/29th 

MRO Practice Rescue 9.30am 

WCC Committee Meeting 6pm 

North Wales Meet, Red Lion 

June 
9th/11th 

17th 

16th/18th 

 

26th/30th 

Mendip Caving 2000 

WCC Committee Meeting 6pm 

Forest 2000, Royal Forest of Dean 

Symposium III 

NSS Convention, Elkins West 

Virginia, USA 

July 
1st/2nd 

14th/18th 

15th 

Caver’s Fair 2000, Derbyshire 

Inter NAMHO 2000, Truro 

WCC Committee Meeting 6pm 

September 

2nd 

15th/17th 

WCC Committee Meeting 6pm 

Hidden Earth 2000, Bristol 

October 

21st WCC AGM 


