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Club News 

The Club's MRO collection box has recently raised 

£23.91 from Upper Pitts and £22.83 at the BCRA 

Conference. A cheque for £46.74 has been given to 

the MRO. 

The Committee has agreed that the quorum should 

be 5 Committee members, of whom at least one 

should be the Chairman, Secretary or Treasurer. 

Congratulations to Christine Lumb & Max Midlen 

who recently got engaged. 

On behalf of the whole Club I would like to thank 

Wendy for organising a superb Club dinner this 

year. 

January 21st to 23rd 

Devon Weekend 

Staying at the DSS cottage 11 Crest Hill, 

Buckfastleigh. Caving in Afton red rift, Prid, Dog 

hole and possibly Bakers pit (depending on 

access). We may also visit some of the other Devon 

caves and Mines. Breakfast at the Kings Arms, also 

Lock ins at the local hostelries - an excellent all 

round weekend. Novices are particularly welcome 

on this meet. 

February 19th 

A photographic workshop at Upper Pitts with Dr 

Pete Glanville 

Bring along your caving photos and slides for 

critical review and perhaps to learn some new 

techniques or tricks for cave photography. Advice 

about equipment, lighting, films, etc. 

February 19th 7.00pm 

Gough’s Cave 

Free for all, courtesy of Mr Castle. Come and 

wander around this showcave after hours, both on 

and off the beaten track. A chance for a good look 

around or maybe some photography. The cave will 

be rigged for SRT and is a superb place for a 

practice session. Children are welcome so why not 

make it a family evening. A collection will be made 

for cave rescue. 

March 2nd/3rd to 5th 

Nancy, Northern France 

Caving with a difference. We will be meeting with 

some Dutch cavers from Speleo Nederland and 

possibly be camping in a stone mine, visiting caves 

which have been intercepted by the miners, and 

also other caves nearby More details will be 

available soon from the caving secretary. Numbers 

may be limited. 

End of March, date to be confirmed 

A cave surveying training session 

Theory at Upper Pitts and a practical session 

underground on the Saturday, with a further session 

on data manipulation and survey plotting on 

Sunday. Traning provided by Arthur Millet and John 

Stephens from Chelsea Speleological Soc. 

Week leading up to Easter 

County Clare, Ireland 

It is planned to go to Ireland for the week leading 

upto and including the Easter bank holiday. This is a 

top caving area with some world class caves, also 

some very good beer. Accommodation will probably 

be in holiday cottages, so an idea of numbers is 

needed before any are booked. Please contact Les 

Williams if you intend to go. 

10th - 11th June 

Mendip Caving 2000 

A weekend of unconnected events designed to 

appeal to all, co-ordinated by CSCC, but run by 

various organisations such as BCRA, MRO, WCC, 

CSCC. 

Events To Include: 

BCRA regional meeting 

MRO Stomp Wessex 

Challenge CSCC Training 

Weekend MRO Training Event 

Cavers Carboot sale 

More details in next Journal 
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Wessex Cave Club Sales 

T-Shirts, Rugby Shirts, (Short & 

Long Sleeved), Sweat Shirts. 

Colours 

Black, Navy, Burgundy, Bottle Green 

Sizes M, L, XL, XXL, Children's (T-Shirts Only) 

Prices 

T-Shirts £10.00 (XXL £11.00) (Children's £6.50) 

Rugby Shirts £24 

Sweat Shirts £17 (XXL £18.00) 

Place an advance order and secure your choice of 

size and colour 

Wessex Wallets 

Colour 
Black 

Price £4.00 

All products feature Wessex Logo. 

 

please contact Jonathan Williams 

e-mail: sales@wessex-cave-club.org 

Telephone: 0181 550 5470 

Full details can be found at 
http://www.wessex-cave-club.org 

New Members 

Russell Brooks 

1, Grove Ave, Yorks. 

LS28 7S1132 572550 

Joint Membership 

Stephen Scott 1, Granby Drive, Bottesford, Notts. 

NG13 0BT Tel 01949 843038 

Address Changes 

Paul Hadfield 

4020 Sparks Street, Terrace, BC, V8G 2W3. 

Canada Tel: 250 635 0743 

Pat Ruiz de Azur 
27a Albert St. Whitstable, Kent. CT5 1HJ 

 

Robin Brown 

Lucerne, Upper New Rd, Cheddar, Somerset. 

BS27 3DL Tel: 01934 741554 

Emma Heron 

31 Reading Rd, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon. 

RG9 1AB Tel: 01491 572482 

Aran Islands and 

The Burren 

Summer 2000 

I am planning a long trip to Co. Clare to explore the 

Aran Islands and any further caves and 

resurgences off the Clare coast. This will be based 

on a sailing boat with live-aboard facilities. It is 

hoped that all cave features will be located, 

mapped, described and recorded. 

At present there is no definitive work on the three 

Aran Islands. People can spend as long or as short 

a time, but crew will be required for the sail to and 

from Ireland. 

Not all the time will be spent on board, time being 

spent in other accommodation, probably camping 

as hostels etc tend to be very crowded at that time 

of year. 

There is hope that some worthwhile diving can be 

done off the coasts. 

Please contact Ian Ellis Chandler for further 

information. 01703 442635 or bellrock@msn.co 
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Wessex on the Web 
Jonathan Williams 

The growth of the internet in the past few years has 

been phenomenal and the rise in caving related 

web sites has been no less great. The internet 

offers an ideal medium for small interest groups to 

promote and share information with themselves 

and the outside world. Already many caving clubs, 

organisations and special interest groups have an 

internet presence. The Wessex has had a small 

hosted site containing basic information for several 

years now and our e-mail mailing list has become a 

popular way for members to swap up to date news 

and information. It is with this in mind that we are 

pleased to announce the launch of the new Wessex 

Web Site. 

http://www.wessex-cave-club.org 

At present the site is in its infancy and contains 

some basic information about the club, our history, 

aims and resources. It offers the casual browser 

information on regular club meets, pictures of the 

hut and the opportunity for visiting clubs to make 

their bookings online. Possibilities for the web are 

limited only by our imagination. Check out the Red 

Rose's Online Lancaster - Ease Gill survey for an 

example of what is possible. However like all things 

our website can only grow with your support. If you 

have anything that you would like to place on the 

website then e-mail it to me at 

webmaster@wessex-cave-club.org. Submissions 

can be in any electronic format, but preferably NOT 

in HTML. 

Links 

Wessex Cave Club 

http://www.wessex-cave-club.org 

Decsent Web Site 

http://www.caving.uk.com/ 

Red Rose Cave & Pothole Club 

http://www.redrosecpc.demon.co.uk/easegill/index 

.htm 

Notices from the Net 

“Caving Uk” 
http://www.caving.uk.com 

I'm finally clearing out my library of Caving books. 

Getting too old to cave - and want good homes for 

the books! Caving by Baker, Cave Hunting - Boyd- 

Dawkins, Irlande et Cavernes Anglaises - Martel ... 

many more. Back copies of Caving International 

etc. email me for full list. 

Paddy O'Reilly pmo@sfu.ca 

Please could anybody with information regarding 

the possible gating of Lesser Garth Cave (Cardiff 

Area) email me with details? This request is on 

behalf of Isca Caving and Mountaineering Club, 

because we have adopted this cave under the 

scheme in Descent and our members have and do 

spend a lot of time in the cave training and cleaning 

it. Thank you for your time. 

Robert Salter robert.salter@net.ntl.com 

Cerberus S.S. are off to the Ardeche next year. Can 

anybody recommend good accommodation for a 

group of around 20, with kids in tow? Any other 

information on the area also gratefully received. 

Andy Heath andy@heathcave.freeserve.co 

Does anyone know if any trips are going to Russia 

(CHELYABINSK area) or contacts/clubs, etc? I am 

going over there 21 June to 2 July working with my 

band but would like to gain any info before, if 

possible. 

Doug Hobbs Past1e@aol.com 

Does anyone have any info on caving areas in 

Morocco for an expedition later this year? Thanks, 

Colm, Imperial College Caving Club 

Caving@ic.ac.uk 

Have any British caving clubs been to the Polish 

Tatras in the last couple of years? I'm looking for 

recommendations of local caving clubs in the area, 

caving huts, and caves worth doing. Thanks in 

advance. 

Joe Duxbury (Gloucester Speleological Society) 

cesjd@bath.ac.uk 

Simon Beckett informs us that a new online caving 

club for the UK has opened at: 

http://clubs.yahoo.com/clubs/cybermoleyscavingfor

umuk 
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Minutes of the 1999 AGM 
(Note: these are unapproved until the 2000 AGM) 

A.1 Presidents Address 
Richard Kenney welcomed everyone to the 
meeting, and reminded all those present to think of 
cavers and other friends who have passed away 
this last year. 

A.2 Election of Chairman 
Richard Kenney proposed Dave Morrison to chair 
the meeting. Les Williams seconded. This was 
agreed. 

A.3 Chairman’s opening remarks 
RUDIS INDIGESTAQUE MOLES SATIS 
ELOQUENTIAE SAPIENTIAE PANUM 
Dave asked that the meeting be non smoking. 

A.4 Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Glyn Bolt, Barry 
Davies, Paul Dolphin, Keith and Roz Fielder, Lee 
Ferris, Duncan Frew, Nigel Graham, Ric and Pat 
Halliwell, Jim Hanwell, Christine Lumb, Roz Lunn, 
Max Midlen, Deborah Morgenstern, Graham Prole, 
Dominic Sealy, Sir Michael Simmons, Ian Timney, 
John Thomas, Richard Witcombe. 

A.5 Minutes of the 1998 AGM 
P Hann proposed that the minutes of the 1998 AGM 
were incomplete and not a true record of the 
meeting and should not be accepted. A. Newport 
seconded this. R Flann pointed out that comments 
he had made about the previous year’s dinner 
losses were not printed even though requested to 
be minuted. P Hann also pointed out that there was 
no record of the discussion about permit fees, and 
that the principal of accepting day fees would be put 
aside if membership was raised was also missing. A 
discussion was held regarding these matters, but 
apart from the comments regarding the dinner, the 
exact wording to be placed as correction to the 
minutes could not be agreed. The missing 
comments regarding the dinner should read: 
(Deleted for journal edition, will be included in AGM 
Handbook.) 
In favour: 3 
Against: 0 
Abstain: 34 

D Morrison proposed that the meeting proceed and 
that the minutes be accepted as they stand. The 
meeting was in agreement. 

A.6 Matters arising from the minutes 
J. Hanwell asked if A.Macmillan was still alive. D. 
Cooke replied that he had recently received a letter 
from him. 
B. Prewer asked if the cement mixer had been 
returned. D. Morrison replied that it had. 
D. Morrison stated that the amount of outstanding 
permit money was reduced after the previous AGM. 
 

M. Hewins commented that security had been 
tightened up. 
 
A.7 Treasurer’s report and accounts for 
1997198 
 
A.8 Auditor’s report 
 
A.9 Discussion of financial reports 
D. Morrison proposed that the treasurer’s report, 
auditor's report and the discussion of financial 
reports be taken as one item. 

A. Newport asked what, if any, is the pre-payment 
by members towards next year’s subs and how is it 
shown. Black Wol pointed out that subs cannot be 
taken before the AGM. 

R Haigh stated that the policy is to take subs 
banked before July 31st in that financial year, those 
banked after that apply to the next year. 

A. Newport pointed out that rule 8 interpretation by 
the current committee allows new members to pay 
in advance the full amount with a refund against 
next year. Based on 37 new members he estimated 
this could lead to an exposure of up to £500 that is 
not clear in the accounts. D. Cooke replied that 
money is paid in advance but is not returned if they 
don’t rejoin next year, and is therefore not a liability. 
R Haigh stated that this is a valid point, and could 
be recorded separately. A. Newport pointed out that 
this means that the current surplus for this year has 
been inflated what is income from the next financial 
year. R Haigh replied that it was a valid point 
because this leads to a credit being carried into the 
next year, which could affect the expected income 
from the next financial year. 

A. Newport noted that the hut has lost money again, 
and asked what the committee has done about hut 
fees. D. Morrison replied that nothing had been 
done to change them as this is a difficult decision, 
the trend is for fewer members staying, and raising 
fees may drive down the number of nights. Black 
Wol asked what had been done with day fees. D. 
Morrison stated that these were mentioned in the 
Journal, and that members should approach the 
committee at any time to discuss these issues 
rather than await an AGM. A Newport stated that 
with the hut continuing to lose money, then all 
members are paying towards the hut whether they 
use it or not. D. Morrison stated that the club cannot 
survive without the hut, but the hut can survive 
without the club, and that the committee do not 
have any current plans to raise the hut fees. M. 
Hewins stated that the hut is an asset that belongs 
to all the members. P. Hann stated that there had 
been a drop in guest nights and not in member 
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nights. D. Morrison replied that there had been a 
7% increase in the membership last year that was 
not reflected in the number of member nights. Black 
Wol proposed that the new committee look into hut 
usage & how it is funded, as it is easy to drive down 
on a Saturday morning and therefore only stay one 
night. D. Thompson pointed out that he has not 
used the hut in 35 years but does not object to 
using membership fees to support the hut. A. 
Newport stated that, in his opinion, the fees had 
stayed at the same level for too long. D. Morrison 
stated that he would ensure the committee looks at 
hut fees. 

R Haigh pointed out that this has been raised each 
year for a long time, and felt the club should have a 
policy to either accept or reject this loss. The club 
has made a surplus of £3,000 excluding the hut 
costs. The hut expenditure varies from year to year 
and affects the comments raised at the AGM. The 
expenditure can be classified into day to day 
expenditure, minor projects and large capital 
expenditure. We have £1,300 in repairs for this year 
which fall into the first two categories, this is typical 
for a year. Any large capital expenditure, such as 
boilers, the kitchen etc. could be recorded 
separately and the club as a whole pays for these, 
and they be kept out of the running costs. The other 
costs should be able to be met by the hut, although 
if day fees are not being paid, as has been 
suggested, then the hut fees income is being under 
reported. P. Hann commented that the figures in 
the accounts do not separate out day fees. M. 
Hewins stated that he had his cheque stubs with 
him. P Haigh summarised, that capital expenditure 
should be separate on the accounts. That any 
implied contribution from the members to the 
running of the hut should be made clear, in a typical 
year £4 of the members subs would cover the 
deficit, this would then set the parameters for the 
hut to operate within. A. Newport stated that it is 
already in the rules that the AGM agrees an amount 
of money to be transferred to the hut sinking fund. 
P. Haigh suggested that the committee decide what 
constitutes the fabric of the hut and bring large 
capital expenditure to the AGM. A. Ladell stated 
that this is surely a committee decision, and 
bringing all repairs before the AGM will delay and 
confuse the issues. P Haigh stated that he was only 
suggesting large capital expenditure should be 
accounted for and raised at the AGM. D. Morrison 
stated that the current policy of open committee 
was following this, and the proposal for a new roof 
within the next 5 years is a step in this direction. A. 
Newport read out rule 19, and stated that this 
already addresses the issue of major repairs. 

P. Hann asked if hut fees are being paid on time, 
since last year there was a large deficit, and we 
have recovered some of that this year, and are 
unlikely to recover the remainder. D. Morrison 
stated that the treasurer takes money away each 
week and fees are chased. 

R Hendy proposed that the treasurer’s report and 

accounts be accepted. R Weston seconded the 
proposal: 
In Favour: 36 
Abstain: 1 
Against: 0 

P .Hendy proposed that the Auditor’s report be 
accepted. P. Weston seconded the proposal: 

In Favour: Unanimous 

P. Haigh suggested to clear deficit in the fund and to 
raise funds of around £10,000 over the next five 
years for the roof, boilers and urinals, that a sum of 
£2000 be transferred to the hut fund each year. 

p. Haigh proposed that the deficit of £3,702 along 
with a sum of £2,000 be transferred to the hut 
sinking fund (total £5,702). P. Weston seconded the 
proposal: 
In Favour: 36 
Abstain: 1 
Against: 0 

A.10 Trustees’ report 
D. Morrison stated that the trustees’ report was not 
open to discussion, and pointed out that the legal 
documents were now all complete. D.Morrison 
thanked the Trustees for their report. 

A.11 Officers reports for 1997198 

A. 11.1 Chairman’s report 
No comments were 
made. 

A.11.2 Secretary’s report No 
comments were made. 

A. 11.3 Membership secretary’s report 
No comments were made. 

A.11.4 Caving secretary’s report 
P. Weston asked what the status was regarding 
Pen Park leaders. L. Williams replied that this was 
ongoing and two people were awaiting the return of 
Graham Mullen from holiday. 

A.11.5 Hut administration officers report 
B. Pitman stated that the hut roof was good for 
another 5 years. L. Williams confirmed that Trebor 
MacDonald had conducted a survey of the roof. 

A.Newport asked what insurance cover the club 
had for the scaffold SRT tower. L. Williams stated 
that he believed this was covered by the BCRA 
insurance. A. Newport asked if this could be 
confirmed. P. Hann commented that it might require 
a qualified scaffolder to meet insurance 
requirements. D. Morrison stated that the BCRA 
covers us for training as well as caving, and that is 
the primary purpose of the tower. M. Hewins said he 
agreed with P. Hann in the need to ensure that the 
club is covered by insurance, and asked if the AGM 
backed the committee in erecting the tower. 
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P. Hann stated that he did not accept the need for 
an SRT tower and that it is too flimsy. L. Williams 
replied that it is still under construction. P. Cousins 
suggested that we might need an annual inspection 
of the tower to check its structural integrity. L. 
Williams stated this would be OK, and perhaps the 
trustees could jump up and down on it as they do 
the fire escape. 

A.11.6 Editor’s report 
P. Hann stated he was worried about the editor’s 
comments about the internet and what impact this 
has on the journal and why information on the web 
site is not being made available by the committee 
for the editor. L. Williams stated that the list of meets 
shown was of typical trips conducted by the club not 
the actual list, the Easter Ireland trip was a mistake 
as nothing has actually been organised, and further 
that the web site is not intended to replace the 
journal. M. Hewins stated that the journal is an 
important record of the clubs activities for the future, 
as well as for circulating information about meets 
etc. and that if the web site is the only source this 
would lead to an ‘elite’ within the club. W. Williams 
stated that last minute meets couldn’t always make 
the deadline for the journal, whereas e-mail or the 
web site can be a method of letting people know. R. 
Kenney stated that when he organised lists, these 
were organised 6 months in advance, yet the journal 
would often be published after the first couple of 
events had occurred, this is something that is 
difficult to avoid. V. Freeman pointed out that L. 
Williams is not the only one who does not forward 
information, but included hut work, sales, 
information, etc. R. Freeman pointed out that the 
journal has not received many letters/articles from 
the club, and all members should become more 
involved. D. Morrison stated that we need to give 
thought to the journal and the post of editor, which is 
vacant at present. M. Hewins stated that it is not just 
for future info but as a record of club history. 
Perhaps the Frank Frost award should be for the 
best journal article. W. Williams stated that last year 
this was set for a photo competition. P. Hann stated 
that it was originally for the best article in the journal. 
D. Morrison asked for volunteers to assess the 
award. P. Hann stated that the editor usually 
assessed it. 

A. Ladell proposed a vote of thanks to the outgoing 
editor V. Freeman. L. Williams seconded this; the 
meeting was in agreement. 

A.11.7 Librarian’s report 
L. Williams pointed out that the librarian position is a 
committee appointment and not an elected post. 

D. Morrison proposed a vote of thanks for Phil 
Hendy. P. Weston seconded the proposal; the 
meeting was in agreement. 

A.11.8 Tackle officer’s report 
P. Hann commented that this was a good report and 
the best produced for a long time; one minor point –  

the drill should read Bosch 24V. 

M. Kellaway proposed a vote of thanks to the 
outgoing gear curator S. Richardson, D. Meredith 
seconded this; the meeting was in agreement. 

R. Freeman pointed out that it is unfortunate that the 
gear curator is retiring because gear cannot be 
returned clean, which is something we should all be 
responsible for. 

P. Hann asked what the position is regarding the 
cleaning facilities such as the power washer. D. 
Morrison stated that repairs were ongoing but that 
taps exist to allow cleaning. 

A.11.9 Hut warden’s report 
No comments were made. 

A.11.10 Sales Officer’s Report 

V. Freeman proposed a vote of thanks for Mel 
Barge, J. Williams seconded this; the meeting was 
in agreement. 

A.12 Election of Officers and committee for 
1998199 
The nominations were printed in the handbook no 
positions were contested although Editor’s post was 
vacant. 

P. Hendy asked V. Freeman if he was willing to 
stand, various people offered assistance to the 
editor. V. Freeman declined the request. P. Hendy 
suggested that a local contact for feeding news to 
the editor could be appointed. D. Morrison 
suggested that those who write articles for 
magazines such as Descent or Caves and Caving 
should submit their articles to the editor prior to 
sending them to the magazines. L. Williams pointed 
out that the club does not have the remit to enforce 
this. D. Morrison offered £100 to the Wessex to be 
given to the best article appearing in the journal next 
year, in the hope of encouraging people to write 
articles. 

A.13 Election of Hon.Auditor 1998199 
A. Newport proposed P. Haigh as honorary auditor, 
P. Hendy seconded; the meeting was in agreement. 

A.14 Motions for Discussion 

A.14.1 Membership Rule 8 
A. Newport stated that the purpose behind the 
proposal was to promote discussion because the 
rule as it stands is unworkable, since the current 
practice is to pay in full and provide a discount for 
next year with regard new members. D. Cooke 
replied that he took the AGM instruction and 
instigated a policy of paying in full and providing a 
discount as it is the least confusing way of 
implementing this and only he has to do any work to 
administer the system. Black Wol pointed out that 
rebate against the next year is not in the rules. D. 
Cooke stated this is not a rebate but a credit. P 
Hann stated that this is not following the rule as 
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stated. D. Morrison stated there was no intention to 
deceive and this is a practical interpretation of the 
rule. M. Hewins asked if the AGM could agree with 
the way the committee are operating the scheme. 
A. Newport withdrew the proposal before the AGM 
on the understanding that the rules would be 
altered by the next AGM to reflect the current 
system. 

A.14.2 Amendments to rules 8, 9 & 13 
R. Kenney asked why the rules proposed had not 
been placed in the journal earlier. D. Morrison 
replied that they had been in the journal in June. A. 
Newport stated that he felt the proposed changes 
are fundamentally flawed. P. Hendy stated that the 
rules have been reworked and published in the 
journal as instructed by the last AGM. R. Kenney 
stated that there was a problem with the rules, and 
that they could be interpreted to mean that 
members could avoid paying an entire year’s 
subscription. A. Newport stated that the problem is 
with the commentary particularly paragraph 2. After 
discussion it was felt that this only applied to new 
members. M. Kellaway pointed out that this was 
only commentary and not part of the proposed rule 
changes. BlackWol stated that he thought the rule 
had been rejected last year. L. Williams stated that 
the rule changes had been accepted in principal, 
but were rejected because of poor wording. 

It was agreed to take each issue in order. 

A.14.3 Proposal 1 
D. Morrison pointed out that there is an error in that 
the existing standard rate is £30, the early renewal 
rate is £25 and this suggests a £3 increase. Black 
Wol suggested it should remain £25. D. Morrison 
stated that even though we need to raise funds or 
repairs, we have to remain in competition with other 
clubs and that the fees should remain the same or 
only increase by £1 or £2. We could reduce 
expenditure in other areas to keep the fees low to 
retain members, although he did not want to see 
members hut fees rise, and would rather see them 
lowered. L. Williams asked what the Treasurer 
thought. M. Helmore stated that the club needs to 
raise more money over the next year. D. Morrison 
proposed that the proposal wording should read; 
That the annual subscription for the year 99-00 
shall remain unchanged. A. Newport seconded this: 
In Favour: 36 
Abstain: 1 
Against: 0 

A.14.4 Proposal 2 
A. Newport asked for an explanation of the word 
applicable in 8d. P. Hendy stated that this referred 
to rule 9, which sets out different rates for Students, 
OAPS etc. P Hann stated that as R. Kenney had 
suggested earlier, the rules could be interpreted 
that members could avoid paying an entire year’s 
subscription. P. Hendy explained the interpretation 
of the rules and that there is no free year. R. 
Kenney asked if the payment of the standard rate to 

rejoin meant for the previous or next year, he felt it 
was possible to go an entire year without paying 
subs. A. Newport stated that this could only be 
interpreted as applying to the transition year. R. 
Kenney felt it could apply at any time. D. Cooke 
pointed out that given the existing rules, if you have 
not paid by the 31st of March you are no longer a 
member. Next year if you have not paid by the AGM 
you are no longer a member, and that to rejoin you 
must submit a new application form, which can be 
rejected if it was felt that you were trying to cheat the 
club of fees. Black Wol stated that guessing ahead 
to set fees in advance does not take into account 
the circumstance of the club, and does not provide 
notice to pay. D. Morrison pointed out that the new 
system provides a whole years notice. D. Morrison 
further stated that if financial urgency dictated an 
EGM could be called to amend the fees. D. Cooke 
pointed out that under the current system the notice 
is very short; last year members had two weeks 
notice, this proposal gives members a full years 
notice. A. Newport pointed out that we need to 
ensure that accounts are published in time for the 
AGM: 
In Favour: 32 
Against: 5 
Abstain: 0 

The new rules now read 
Rule 8. 
8.a. Annual subscriptions shall be decided at the 
Annual General Meeting, and shall come into effect 
at the start of the Annual General Meeting the year 
following. 
8.b. Any member whose subscription is unpaid by 
the start of the Annual General Meeting shall have 
their name removed from the List of Members, and 
they shall be sent a notice to this effect. Such 
members may attend the Annual General Meeting, 
but shall have no vote. 
8.c. Such members may re-join the Club by paying 
the Standard Rate subscription, plus a surcharge to 
be decided by the Annual General Meeting, before 
the end of the next Club Year but need not submit 
any further application form. Thereafter the 
individual(s) concerned must submit a new 
application for membership of the Club. 
8.d. New members joining at any time of the year 
shall pay a pro rata proportion of the applicable 
Rate. 
8.e. A membership card shall be issued to any 
member. 
Rule 9. That the classes of membership shall be: 
9.a. Full Single (Standard Rate): paying a full 
subscription and enjoying all the rights of 
membership, including a vote. 
9.b. Full Joint; a couple paying 175% of the single 
subscription, each having a vote, but receiving only 
one copy of the Journal between them. 
9.c. Joint; a couple paying 125% of the single 
subscription, having one vote between them and 
sharing one copy of each Journal. 
9.d. O.A.P. (Full); any member of a reasonable 
number of years standing and of State Pensionable 
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Age, who, on request to the Committee, pays 30% 
of the single subscription and receives one copy of 
each Journal. 
9.e. Affiliated: members as defined by Rule 16, and 
paying 25% of the single subscription. 
9.f Student: members in full-time education paying 
50% of the Standard Rate. 
Rule 13. That no alteration to these Rules shall be 
made except at an A.G.M. or by special resolution 
passed at an E.G.M. called at the request of the 
Committee. 

A.14.5 Proposal 3 
D. Morrison suggested the figure is incorrect given 
the change to proposal 1, and should be £32. P. 
Hann pointed out that this represented a £7 
increase. L. Williams proposed that the amount 
should read £27, P. Hann seconded. P. Hendy 
asked what the Treasurer thought. M. Helmore 
stated that we require an extra £900 next financial 
year. After further discussion the Treasurer 
suggested a £3 increase. L. Williams withdrew his 
proposal for £27. D. Morrison proposed £27, P. 
Hann seconded. 
L. Williams Proposed £28, Rob Delacour seconded. 
D. Morrison asked the AGM to vote on L.Williams 
proposal first: 
In Favour: 36 
Against: 1 
Abstain: 2 

Accepted proposal reads 
That the annual subscription (Standard Rate) for the 
year 2000-2001 shall be £28 

A.14.6 Proposal 4 
P. Hann asked what happens for members who go 
overseas and lapse their membership, and then pay 
a surcharge upon their return. L. Williams pointed 
out that we have several overseas members. D. 
Morrison agreed with P. Hann. R. Kenney stated 
that he was overseas for a total of five years and 
paid his subscription. The meeting moved to a vote: 
In Favour: 34 
Against: 1 
Abstain: 2 

Accepted proposal reads 
That the surcharge for lapsed members re-joining 
the Club in accordance with Rule 8c shall be £ 5.00 

A.15 Announcements and Notices 
P. Hendy asked that awards for the dinner be 
notified to him. 
The Coach will leave the bottom of Eastwater Lane 
at 6:30pm and the Hunters at 7:00pm. 
The mystery tour will leave the bottom of Eastwater 
Lane at 9:45 am. 

Meeting closed 13:35 hours 
39 Members signed the attendance sheet. 

Secretary’s 
comments on the 

AGM 

At this years AGM the previous minutes were not 

accepted as being a complete record of the AGM. I 

would like to point out that I do not have to record 

anything other than decisions made by the AGM - 

i.e. the things we vote upon. I do however try and 

follow the precedent set by my predecessors and 

include in the minutes such comments, questions 

and answers that arise, to lend context to the 

minutes. 

Whilst I have the benefit of tape recordings of the 

meeting, many comments are made that are 

inaudible, and with so many people often speaking 

together, or at a rapid pace (I do not know 

shorthand) it is impossible to capture every word 

spoken. In fact the minutes would be so long and 

tedious if every word were transcribed. I therefore 

summarise what is said and only include what I feel 

to be important or relevant comments. 

With regard to the missing information, I felt that 

the general comments regarding insufficient 

controls on procedures and monies addressed the 

issue of permit fees, and I do not recall much of a 

discussion of day fees and there was definitely no 

proposal put forward, seconded or voted upon. 

However with regard the comments made by Pete 

Hann, I initially felt that these did not belong in the 

minutes, as they do not present the club in a good 

light, and thought they may have been defamatory. 

After this issue was raised again this year I have 

sought legal advice. As such I will include the 

comments in next years AGM handbook as this is 

limited to members only, but they will not appear in 

the journal copy of the minutes as I do not wish to 

open the club to the possibility of being sued for 

defamation of character. 

I would like to re-iterate that I cannot hope to 

capture all that is said at the AGM. The minutes 

that appear in the journal are in draft form only. If 

anyone feels that I have omitted anything of import 

from these minutes then please contact me 

directly, before September, as this gives me the 

opportunity to correct them before they are 

published in the next AGM handbook. 
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Frog Pot Recovered 
Richard Witcombe 

Digging work during 1997 and 1998 by the 

Wessex/ATLAS team and members of NHASA on 

their “Lodmore off” Wednesdays has reopened and 

lengthened this small but interesting cave system to 

the rear of Chancellor's Farm, the Somerset 

Wildlife Trust's Mendip headquarters to the north of 

Priddy. 

Actively assisted by the Trust’s 

Mendip Hills Officer, Kate 

Lawrence, a large amount of 

farmhouse waste and spoil was 

removed from a depression 

containing a fluted rock outcrop 

(with a nice Michelinia fossil) 100 

yards west north west of the 

farmhouse. This is believed to 

have been the site of an 18' deep 

collapse briefly investigated by 

Imperial College cavers in 1966, 

although there is a school of 

thought which holds that their 

Frog Pot was in a smaller 

depression sixty feet to the north. 

This is based on the view that the 

ICCC description of a 3’ square 

shaft does not tally with the 11’ by 

8’ dimensions of the current 

entrance, although of course, the 

earlier collapse might not have 

run back to the rock walls. 

The 1997/98 dig has opened up a 

very attractive 15' deep, water 

worn shaft in solid limestone, with 

on its north side two tight 

entrances to a second shaft on 

the same rift line. The floor of the 

inner shaft has been dug 

downwards to a depth of 33' 

beneath ground level, at which 

point a passage in the far wall 

was cleared to enter a narrow 

aven, too tight after 12’ but 

probably rising to a point close to 

the surface. 

 

Digging continued below this aven and a stooping 

height passage with a flat bedding plane roof was 

followed for 12’ to a further mud filled aven. Short 

sections of telegraph pole were used to prop the 

bedding plane as it appeared to have minor rifts on 

either side! The digging spoil from the excavation 

was dumped on the surface 25’ down valley from 

the entrance shaft. Unfortunately the spot chosen 

for this temporary dump has proved to be directly 

above the new aven, and as mud has slumped 

down from the roof, the surface spoil heap has 

started to sink underground! There is now a real 

likelihood that the collapse will continue until a new 

entrance to the cave is opened up. 

The cave passage seems to be developed along a 

joint heading down towards the valley floor, and is 

marked by a line of small depressions. The several 

potential entrances and its closeness to the surface 

may indicate that it is an ancient drainage route 

which has been exposed by the solutional 

downcutting of the Mendip plateau. Indeed there 

are narrow choked passages leading “upstream” 

from the entrance shaft, which may itself have been 

a splash pot aven “decapitated” by the erosion. 

Despite the very square cross section of the lower 

passage (see photo), there is no evidence of any 

mining activity in the cave. 

If the present collapse can be stabilised, digging will 

continue. The cave is close to Flower Pot and the 

now closed Hollowfield Swallet, and is heading for 

the general area of downstream Bowery Corner 

Swallet, one of the BEC’s conjectured entrances 

into the Cheddar bound “Middle Yeo” river. 

The name Frog Pot was given to the site by the 

Imperial College cavers who found two frogs, and 

more curiously a golf ball, at the bottom of the 

original collapse. There is a story that the ball was 

lost during a sponsored competition to hit a golf ball 

right across Mendip! In addition to many more frogs 

and a great crested newt, the current excavation 

has revealed a lot of recent domestic rubbish and 

cow bones of indeterminate age. 

Footnote 

By July 1999, the surface collapse was ten feet in 

diameter and on average two feet deep. 

Underground, the slumped material had reached 

the first aven chamber. 

Reference 

P.A.Davis, Frog Pot, Priddy, Journal London 

University Caving Club (3) p11 (June 1967) 
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Resurrecting Balch 
Rob Taviner 

‘Once one of Mendip’s finest stalagmite caves, 

Balch Cave has been largely destroyed by 

quarrying activities’ 

(Smaller Sites of Speleological Interest - Mendip 

Underground) 

‘It will never again be of any interest to the 

sporting caver’ 

(The History of Mendip Caving) 

Balch Cave was discovered in November 1961 in 

the course of quarrying operations in the vicinity of 

the St. Dunstans Well rising. It was the second 

major cave system to be discovered in Fairy Cave 

Quarry, and within a year over 500m of well 

developed passages had been explored, some of 

which were considered amongst the finest 

decorated in Britain. Sadly, this was not enough to 

prevent the inevitable, and in January 1966, 

continued blasting breached the central chambers 

of the cave. Although only some 130m (425ft) of 

passages were completely destroyed, the 

remaining portions of the now truncated cave took a 

terrible hammering, with huge rockfalls destroying 

many of the remaining formations, and rendering 

other sections of the cave inaccessible. 

Regrettably, final stabilisation work at the end of the 

quarry’s life resulted in the destruction of a further 

100m (300ft) of passage, including the original 

entrance series and Great Chamber. Whilst such 

destruction is of course lamentable, it must be 

remembered that the cave was only discovered 

through quarrying and continued operations were 

later to reveal Shatter Cave and Withyhill Cave, two 

even more exquisitely decorated caves, which were 

subsequently saved from a similar fate. 

Although most cavers will understandably limit the 

benefits of the new access agreement to visiting 

these two caves, the purists will find equal attraction 

in the potential further exploration of the lesser 

caves - Balch Cave included. So, just how much of 

the system remains accessible? 

Close to the point where Great Chamber joined 

Erratic Passage, a large entrance (1) at the top of a 

steep rubble slope is all that remains of the 

entrance series. Only a few metres of dangerously 

shattered passage can be visited before it becomes 

totally blocked with boulders. 

Erratic Passage remains accessible and is best 

entered from the highest and most northerly of three  

entrances (2) in the eastern face of the old quarry. 

This fine, large passage is now devoid of formations 

and terminates after some 35m (120ft) in a rockfall 

beneath entrance (1). From Erratic Passage, a 

route can be found through the dangerously 

shattered remains of Cascade Chamber, past 

another entrance (3), to a 3m climb down into Pool 

Passage, but this whole area is best avoided, the 

same point being more safely reached from 

entrance (4). This is by far the most commonly 

entered section of the system, where roughly 120m 

(400 ft) of pleasant and liberally well-decorated 

passage - from Pool Passage, through Bulrush 

Way to Gour End - remains intact. Near the end, a 

tube to the right all but connects with exit (5), a 

constricted duck at quarry floor level. 

Back in the quarry, gour and flowstone on the 

quarry walls bear testimony to the destroyed central 

section of the cave, where Pearl Way, Pool Grotto, 

Maypole Chamber and Crystal Chamber have all 

gone. In the quarry floor, a manhole (6) - also 

known as Conning Tower Cave - gives access to 

most of the old stream series of Balch Cave. 

Originally entered through the floor of Maypole 

Chamber, roughly 50m (160 ft) of loose, muddy 

passages can be explored, which are interesting in 

that they represent a later stage in speleogenesis in 

the quarry. 

Two further sections of the original cave remain 

accessible. High up above W/L Cave in the South- 

East corner of the quarry, an oil drum (7) gives 

access to the Aven Chamber Series, where a 

handline assists exploration of 105m (350 ft) of 

impressively large, liberally decorated chambers. 

Nearby, an awkward slot in the quarry face (8), 

leads via an exceptionally tight squeeze and 3m 

pitch to the roomy Coral Grotto, where fine ribbon 

curtains offer probably the best remaining 

formations in the cave. A bolt in the quarry face 

provides an anchor for an 8m(25ft) ladder. 

Although Balch Cave may be a pale shadow of its 

former self, it is far from being ‘largely destroyed’, 

and offers a sporting hour or twos’ caving in varied, 

moderately decorated and much underrated 

passages. Of the original 580m (1900 ft) of 

passages, roughly 350m (1150 ft) remains 

accessible. So, when you’re queuing up for trips 

into Shatter and Withyhill, don’t overlook Balch 

Cave, which if nothing else offers a salutary lesson 

on the effects of quarrying on cave passages. 
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Reciprocal Rights 

The committee have recently negotiated reciprocal 

rights with the Northern Pennine Club. The details 

of this are as follows; 

Up to six members may stay without pre booking 

(although a courtesy call would be appreciated, and 

may be needed to arrange a key). Members may 

stay at the NPC member rates. 

For booking details please contact the NPC 

Cottage Warden: 

Nic Blundell 

Daytime Tel: 01203 838940 

Early Evening Tel: 01203 713849 

email: <nic.blundell@bigfoot.com> 

The following details of how to get there are taken 

from the NPC website, which can be visited at 

http://www.pennine.demon.co.uk/NPC/ 

Greenclose House has been the headquarters of 

the Northern Pennine Club since the mid-fifties, and 

was purchased in 1967 (having previously been 

leased). It is a stone-built farmhouse just outside 

the Yorkshire Dales National Park. A large 

Common Room is adjacent to the kitchen (bottled 

gas cooking), and a recently-built extension houses 

tackle store, drying room, showers and toilets. A 

smaller quiet room forms the library, with extensive 

collections of caving literature and surveys. 

Upstairs are four bedrooms, recently renovated, 

with bunk bed accommodation, one room 

specifically designated for guests. Fees are £2.00 

per night for members and £3.00 for guests. A day 

use fee (showers, tackle, library etc.) is £1.00. 

How to find Greenclose 

We are at Grid ref. SD 720 693 (OS Outdoor 

Leisure 2, Yorkshire Dales Southern & Western 

Areas - the recent edition covers a larger area than 

the old "Three Peaks" map). To find the cottage by 

road, start on the A65, at the Clapham bypass. The 

turn off opposite the main way into Clapham is 

signposted "B6480 Bentham", and heads 

southwest. After just over 2km, the road turns sharp 

left over an old railway bridge, and a track goes 

straight ahead into a farm. The map shows a slightly 

shorter way to get to this point if you are coming 

from the west (Ingleton). From the SW (ie. the M6 

via Bentham), follow the B6480 towards Clapham. 

After crossing a short stretch of open moor, the old 

railway bridge is just at the bottom of a hill, turn left 

immediately after. 

If you are coming by rail (from Skipton or Carnforth) 

alight at Clapham and make your way out to the 

road opposite the "Flying Horseshoe". Head left 

(west) until you reach a T-junction with the B6480. 

Turn left here, over the stream and back uphill (you 

notice these things when on foot). The total distance 

is just 2km. 

A gate leading half-right from this after 30m or so 

leads into the car park of Greenclose House. If 

no-one is in the cottage, a key will be needed - 

members can purchase a key, and booked guests 

should have been given details of where they can 

pick one up. Be warned - the cottage is a lot more 

secure than in days of yore when locked-out 

members were readily able to squeeze back inside! 

The club is fully civilised but has no telephone. 
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Balch Cave Revisited 
Maurice Hewins 

Following the re-opening of the Fairy Quarry caves, 

I was keen to try out my camera in some of the 

easier pretty bits. The remnant of Balch, called Pool 

Passage seemed a good candidate. 

We found several reasonably preserved grottos but 

when I looked up my records, it became apparent 

just what has been lost. 

Cavers are, of course, fortunate that the quarrying, 

that destroyed most of Balch Cave has given us 

Shatter, Withyhill, etc. We all have a responsibility to 

ensure that they remain in pristine condition. 

From my Log, 

Sunday November 4th 1962 

At the quarry, all was chaos, with large numbers of 
bods about. In the end, we split into various parties, 
two of which, led by Dave Berry and George 
Pointing were to do Balch's Hole. We went in the 
second party with George. The entrance to Balch's 
is near the top of the quarry face and is reached by 
dropping 15ft from the top on a rope. Then there is a 
steep mud slide into the cave. 

As a result of blasting, the rock round the entrance is 
very loose and it must soon fall in. In fact, the 
entrance has retreated considerably already since 
the cave was opened a year ago and it looks as if 
more will be quarried away. Just out of daylight, 
below the mud slide, is the beginning of Erratic 
Passage, a straight 10ft high gallery, decorated with 
magnificent white formations, including of course 
some fine erratics (now devoid of pretties 1999). 

Although the passage has inevitably been muddied 
somewhat, it is still very beautiful. Probably the best 
formations are in the group at the end, where the 
floor drops away for 30ft, such that a rope is very 
useful when descending. Titch (Hall) has mastered 
the abseil technique and went leaping down in a few 
seconds. 

As is usual with me, I can’t remember the full details 
of any first time trip in a cave. About halfway along 
we came to the Maypole Pitch, where we climbed 

up on ship's ladder and chain. At the top is a vertical 

chimney, which must in effect bring you back to the 

level of the passage below the pitch. Near the 

ladder was a magnificent white stal flow. Soon we 

entered what was almost a streamway, except that 

the water appeared to be stagnant. 

George kept telling everyone to keep low and wash 

off as much mud as possible but it had little effect. In 

places it was hands and knees crawling in 6 inches 

of water and there were a couple of mild squeezes 

and soon we came to Pool Chamber, a fine 

chamber with a floor of excellent gour pools. 

To the far side is the large pool that gives the 

chamber it's name. However I never got to see it 

because George insisted that only those with rubber 

soles could cross the floor. 

Just beyond here is a chamber containing excellent 

red tinted curtains, one of these, which has a typical 

serrated edge, is 2ft long and next to it is a more 

ornate one which is pure white. Here we stopped for 

Keith O’Mahoney to take pictures. We were nearing 

the end, and began to traverse round to the right of 

a muddy rift. Above it were some really excellent 

erratics. We then reached a bare undecorated 

chamber where we stopped. This seemed to be the 

end and we turned back. John Thomas and Titch 

claimed to have found a way on for a little way 

however. 

The return journey was every bit as enjoyable as the 

way in. The cave is, in my opinion, the prettiest on 

Mendip, although Stoke Lane has it’s champions. 

Before going out, we went up the other branch of 

the ‘streamway’ as far as its end. 

We came out after 2½ hours. 

This is perhaps a good place to appeal to 
all members to write at least a few lines 
about all their trips in the Upper Pitts log or 
in a personal log. Over time, memories 
inevitably fade and the written page will 
almost certainly outlast a web site entry. 
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Library Report 
Phil Hendy 

LIBRARY - RECENT ACQUISITIONS 

As at 28 October 1999 

 

Axbridge Caving Club Journal July 1999 

 

B.E.C. Belfry Bulletin 50 11 (No. 504) Sept. 1999 

B.C.R.A. Cave & Karst Science Vol. 26 No. 1 

April I999 

Caves and Caving No. 89 Autumn 

1999 

Cave Studies Series 1 - 8 (Booklets) 

 

C.D.G. Newsletters 132 (July 1999) 

133 (October 1999) 

 

Chelsea Speleological Society Newsletter 

41. 8/9 August / September 1999 

41. 10 October 1999 

 

Derbyshire Caver No. 101 Spring 1999 

102 Summer 1999 

 

Descent No. 150 (September 1999 

 

Grosvenor Caving Club Newsletter 

No. 96 August 1999 

 97 September 1999 

 98 October 1999 

 

Librarian's Group Newsletter No. 5 September 

1999 

 

NSS News 57, 8 August 1999 

57. 9 September 1999 

 

Norsk Grotteblad No. 34 May 1999 

 

Pengelly Cave Research Centre (Studies in 

Speleology) Vols. 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10 (1983 - 1995) 

 

Speleo Dordogne No. 10 1996 

No. 11 1997 

 

Westminster Speleological Group Newsletter No. 

29 May 1999 

 

The Complete Caving Manual (A. Sparrow) 1997 

 

Mendip Underground (D.J. Irwin, A.Jarratt) 1999 

 

Plus various back issues of the Pengelly 

Newsletter, Cave Science (BSA), CRG Newsletter 

and The Speleologist (exchanges with BCRA 

Library) 

Belated thanks to Bob Lewis for filling several gaps 

in the Club's collection of Severn Valley Caving 

Club Newsletters, and to John Miell for various 

odds and ends. 

The Library has certain duplicate journals and other 

publications for sale or exchange. Please ask Phil 

Hendy for details, or send £1 for a copy of the 

Duplicates List (22 pages). Specify photocopy or 

disc (the list is in WordPerfect (6.0/6.1). 

We also have a large number of back-numbers of 

Wessex Journals, on sale at £1 each or where a set 

can be made up at £5 per volume. Note that the 

inclusion of an index is not guaranteed. 

HELP ! 

I am attempting to collate some volumes of the 

Wessex Journal for binding, but find that some 

documents are not available, namely: 

Vol. 21 AGM Handbooks 1991, 1992 and volume 

Index 

Vol. 22 AGM Handbooks 1993, 1994 and volume 

Index 

Vol. 23 Issue No. 245 (July 1995), AGM Handbook 

1995 

I wish to borrow these items to have them copied, 

so that I can complete the sets. If any member can 

lend me any of these items, please let me know. 

They will be returned promptly after use. 

I hope soon to be able to act as agent for members 

who wish to have their own volumes of the Journal 

bound. Details will be published in due course. 

Phil Hendy 

Librarian 
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Les Takes Over “Tuska’s Tours” 
Maurice Hewins 

This year, the post dinner "Mystery Tour" was 

arranged by Les, thus leaving our Chairman free to 

practice his culinary skills, preparing the lunch back 

at headquarters. 

As usual, the survivors from the night's excesses 

staggered down the lane to board the coach, still 

unsure of our destination. 

We set off on a scenic rural route towards Clifton, 

where it dawned on us that we were bound for the 

Giant’s Cave. The winding lanes, which did poor 

hungover Mel no good at all, were partly chosen to 

avoid the crowds at the local City v Rovers football 

match. 

Our driver dropped us off on the South side of the 

Avon, so that we could walk across the suspension 

bridge, from which the view down river was 

magnificent in the sunshine. On the way up to the 

camera obscurer some members, who could have 

been expected to know better, played on the 

smooth rock slide like a bunch of kids. 

(I would have done it too, but I was Chicken) 

Les had prepaid our entry fee and while half of us 

went up the tower, the rest descended the tunnel, 

cut in 1837 to reach the alcove in the side of the 

gorge now known as Giant’s Cave 

 

The history of the cave is obscure but it was also 

known as Ghyston’s Cave, St Vincent, Chapel and 

Fox Hole. It may have been the site of a chapel or 

hermitage in ancient times. 

 

According to "Secret Underground Bristol" by 

Sally Watson’ “a gang of robbers, who had long 

been the terror of Clifton" were captured here in 

1804. Something of the atmosphere of that event 

was recreated, as the Wessex milled around and 

posed for photographs and Les made an attempt 

to force a possible chimney. 

The parties then swapped round and we went up 

the spiral staircase of the tower to see the camera 

obscurer. These instruments, which project a 

view of the surrounding area down onto a screen 

were fairly common in Victorian times and the 

Bristol one is a rare survivor. In the days before 

T.V and the cinema, they must have seemed 

almost magic. 

We arrived back at Upper Pitts to find that Tuska 

had prepared hot soup and bread and cheese, fit 

for a king and the weather was warm enough to 

enjoy it sitting outside. 

Thank you Les and Dave for an interesting outing. 
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Logbook Extracts 

4.8.99 - Klein Matterhorn Tunnel & lift shaft 
Maurice & Judy 
Underground at 12,000 ft. 
Swiss Engineers 1 - NHASA nil. 
 
4.8.99 - Karloice Cave, Slovenia 
Butch, Mel, (Rachel Tonic & Mathew - SMCC) 
An unsuccessful trip as we had to abort only 20m in 
the entrance due to a headless corpse blocking the 
way on. 
 
15.8.99 - Rhino Rift 
Tim ‘Nice but Damp’, Paul Cooper 
Dropped in to test new ‘P’ hangers - well placed. 
Cerberus in there before us - managed to rig 1st 
rebelay on 1st pitch with krab only! (interesting). 
They came out followed by us, then we rigged 
down, doing it proper! Very enjoyable trip. 
 
20.8.99 - GB 
Weston Bros 
God it was hard! 
 
21.8.99 - St Lukes 
Bob & Golly 
Changed winch drive-belt to slower speed for 
safety. This will allow a slower pull up on tick-over. 
Maybe Aubrey will have more time to watch the 
stones falling out of the bucket now. 
 
28.8.99 - Eastwater 
Vern, Rosie, Badvoc 

Vern’s Birthday trip. 
The plan was to find Regent Street but after 
ferreting around for over an hour decided to come 
out & read guidebook. Still, at least I can say I’ve 
been to the West End. 
 
29.8.99 - Eastwater again 
Those above + Simon, Lu (not an item!), Simon 
(another one) & Butch 
Straight in this time but still couldn’t find the way on! 
I think we’ve explored every nook & cranny of this 
cave but eventually Vern & Butch did get there!! 
 
29.8.99 - OFD 
Mark & Bean 
In Top Entrance through Pendulum Passage. Quick 
look at Top Waterfall then all the way downstream 
to Piccadilly through the Connection and out via 
OFD 1 streamway. A classic 4-hour trip. 

31.8.99 - Eastwhere Cavern 
Mark & Neil 
13 Pots & return - fifty minutes strimmed off 
previous best time. Long way before I will be looking 
for an application for the league of Eastwater racing 
snakes though. 
 
1.9.99 
Nigel Graham 
Dropped in to say "Hello" to any Wednesday 
Nighters. There weren’t any so I decided to carry on 
home, via the Hunter’s, from trip to Norway, N. York 
Moors & GG. 
 
5.9.99 - Swildon’s 
Jonathan, Kathy, Mai + Simon (New Boy) 

Short Round trip 2½ hrs. Had to stop and show two 
lost Shepton Sheep the way to the Mud Sump. 
 
11.9.99 - Upper Swildon’s 
Maurice, Prew, Judy 
Maurice & Prew took me for an enjoyable potter (a 
long awaited return) with camera & tape recorder for 
film sound track and portraits. 
 
12.9.99 - Limekiln 
Maurice & Judy 
Borrowed Aubrey’s key to the Fielder/Hann rockery 
stone mine at Limekiln, where the limestone, so 
popular in West Surrey, is won from the earth. Took 
some stereo shots of the shaft and wondered why 
Keith and Co. kept faith with the dig for so long. 
Could it be that it is easy to get to the Hunter’s after 
Wednesday’s workings? 
 
18.9.99 Swildon’s - Return Visit 
Vic Bennett, John T, Prew, Maurice & Vic’s Son-in 
Law Michael 
Vic, Wessex member from the 60s, made his return 
to Swildon’s after 35 years. Down to show the 
amazed Vic the changes at the 40’ and in the 
Entrance. Stopped at the 20’ and watched people 
ruckle. Mr Bennett was feeling his age in the 
morning - so was I. 
 
25.9.99 - Swildon’s 
Lu, Kev, Simon 
A quickie in Swildon’s (now that’s got you thinking!), 
some passages that we had never seen before! 
Good trip. 
 
2.10.99 - WCC Rescue Practice, Attborough 
Swallet 
A cast of thousands 
Mark Tuck was stupid enough to volunteer but we 
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got him out in one piece all the same. Attborough 

was a tad wet. 

2.10.99 - St Cuthbert’s 

Butch, Vern, Rosie, Simon "needs a nick name", 

Mark & Andy 

Normal tourist trip in wet conditions. Found a new 

route off Arete Chamber - could it be the entrance is 

on the move? Put the bung in under the "Beehive" 

but it had risen 3’ in 20 minutes! Excellent in wet 

conditions. 

3.10.99 - Shatter Cave 

Vern, Rosie, Mak, Jo, Mel, & Butch 

A Sunday morning bimble in a pretty cave; even so 

this defeated the Butcombe and Tequila Slammer 

casualties. Butch had to turn round after half-an- 

hour. Mel made it to the next chamber and found a 

lovely, cold, wet, rock to fall asleep on while the rest 

persevered, farting and moaning to the end. Mel 

was picked up on the way out. A beautiful cave not 

fully appreciated. 

6.10.99 - St Lukes 

Pete H, Bob S, Aubrey 

Whenever Pete (I’m not scared of a few tons of 

boulders) Hann graces St Lukes with his presence, 

Aubrey seems to have a double boost of 

enthusiasm. Buckets roar up and down the shaft 

like missiles & the winch drum glows in the dark. 

Bob (winch driver, concrete mixer, bucket dumper, 

enthusiasm installer) Scammell keeps a good note 

of how the cable seems to be running farther at 

each session. 

10-14.10.99 - Various Caves 

Pat & Ric Halliwell 

Visiting to attend Mike York's book auction. Gentle 

stroll down Cuthberts to September Series on 

Tuesday then a short trip to GB on Wednesday 

ready to dig at Lodmore in the evening. 

10.10.99 - Aggy Grand Circle 

Dave Upperton 

First trip to Aggie. What a balls ache, I will not be 

returning, especially without kneepads. Had to take 

a week off work for my knees to be able to bend 

again. 

22.10.99 - GB 

Em & Kev 

Devil’s Elbow in, Art Gallery (was there ever a fixed 

ladder?), White Passage, Extension Passage, 

Rumba Alley (to the end), Bertie’s Pot (bottomed), 

round Oxbow and out up main waterfall. Won’t have 

to go there again for a while! 
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Max rang to see how St Lukes is going. Told him his 

awards were sent off to him last night & 5 page letter 

on dinners and local gossip. Half hour phone call 

from Australia must have cost as much as it cost to 

send the awards. Bloody hope he appreciates it. 

27.10.99 - St Lukes 

84 feet 5 inches from manhole to the bottom. 

Possibly after this evening - 84 feet 6 inches!! 

27.10.99 - Lodmore 

Maurice & Judy & NHASA 

It’s very impressive with 2 more pitches than on my 

last trip. Took some pictures and nearly killed Mr 

Hendy in 3D, when my ammo box with stereo 

camera (and my flashgun - Prew) fell 30ft from the 

hook on the bottom pitch. Fortunately Phil’s wrist did 

not damage the ammo box. Retreated in disgrace to 

2nd winch and worked punishment shift with John 

Ham. Seriously though, a bloody close shave. 

Bought Phil a pint as compensation. 

31.10.99 - Porth-yr-Ogof 

Lu, Em, Kev, Tusker 

"Don’t dislodge the tree!" Result - 4 people clinging 

to tree to stop being swept away. 

6.11.99 - Manor Farm 

Pete, Bruce, Suntan 

Suntan’s body went through but his head got stuck!! 

Rescued again. 

6.11.99 - Balch Cave 

Maurice, Judy, Paul Weston & Prew 

SAGA CC photo trip into the remains of Balch Cave 

(Pool Passage). There are still some nice pretties 

left. Finished film in first chamber of Shatter Cave. 

6.10.99 - Castleton, Derbyshire 

Tommo, Jonathan, Kathy 

Attempt on Eldon Hole. Nice pitches & rebelays - I 

need more practice. A dig worthwhile at the bottom. 

Kathy was poorly but Jon & Tommo were feeling 

super fit & went to P8. By reports it’s wet. 

7.11.99 - Wookey Hole 

Rob, Mike & Pete H 

Too wet to go diving (wrong type of water). Went to 

Upper Wookey instead. 

13.11.99 - Longwood 

Louise & Emma 

We did it on our own!!! Aren’t we clever. Now we’re 

proper cavers. 

(Do you mean torn oversuits & hairy arses? SR) 
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Letter to the Editor 

This year’s AGM again noted that the Hut made a 

loss. This has been going on for several years and 

there is mixed feeling about how the hut should be 

funded; with the two extremes ranging from the hut 

funding itself totally (including all repair work to the 

fabric of the hut) to the hut being free for members 

to stay, and the membership fees plus guests 

funding the hut. 

Looking at the accounts for last two years the 

running costs excluding repairs totals approx. 

£3,500 and is covered (or exceeded) by the hut 

fees. It is the variable repair costs that drive the hut 

into deficit of varying amounts each year. As the 

rules stand the hut sinking fund is meant for major 

repairs/building work to the fabric of the hut. This is 

not clearly defined, as it is difficult to establish what 

constitutes the fabric of the hut. 

Since the hut is an asset of the club and the 

committee would be derelict in allowing it to 

depreciate, I believe the membership should 

regularly contribute something towards its 

maintenance as an asset, but not to the day to day 

costs of consumables etc. 

It is difficult to estimate how much of the other items 

reported in the accounts contribute towards 

maintaining the fabric of the hut - e.g. no heating at 

all would soon see all the pipes burst etc. 

To start the discussion and to keep the accounting 

simple I would suggest that all repair costs come 

from the hut sinking fund, whilst hut fees cover the 

remainder. This would leave the hut in the unique 

position of making a surplus in some years. Any 

surplus from the hut could automatically be 

ploughed into the sinking fund. The transfer of 

money from the club account into the hut sinking 

fund will then become a regular item on the AGM 

agenda, and members will be able to influence the 

amount they contribute each year depending on the 

general state of the hut. 

Regards 

Mark Kellaway 

Events 
Diary 

January 
21st/23rd Devon Weekend 

 

February 
4th/6th Hut Maintenance Weekend 

5th WCC Committee Meeting 6pm 

19th Photographic Workshop 

19th Gough’s Cave, Cheddar 7pm 

 

March 
2nd/5th Nancy, Northern France 

11th WCC Committee Meeting 6pm 

25th BCRA Cave Science Symposium 

University of Huddersfield 

End’ish? Cave Surveying training 

 

April 
14th/24th County Clare, Ireland 

29th/1st 4th European Exploration 

Speleological Congress, Belgium 

29th/1st WSG.Sth Wales 

 

May 
6th ? WCC Committee Meeting 6pm 

 

June 
10th/11th Mendip Caving 2000 

10th? WCC Committee Meeting 6pm 

16th/18th Forest 2000, Royal Forest of Dean 

Symposium III 

26th/30th NSS Convention, Elkins, 

West Virginia, USA 

 

July 
14th/18th Inter NAMHO 2000 Truro 

15th WCC Committee Meeting 6pm 

 

Summer 
Caver’s Fair 2000 Derbyshire 

Rescon 2000 Derbyshire 

 

September 
2nd WCC Committee Meeting 6pm 

15th/19th Hidden Earth 2000, Bristol 

 

October 
21st WCC AGM 
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