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Club News 

Brian and Sheila Pitman invite friends to join them 

on the evening of the 31st July at 8.00pm in Priddy 

church hall to help them celebrate the wedding of 

their daughter Tina to Steve. 

The Club has a large amount of lost property, both 

personal items and caving gear. If you think we 

have something belonging to you, please contact 

Wendy Williams, with a description. Unclaimed 

items are likely to be auctioned off at the AGM. 

Maurice Hewins has left a lot of old and/or obsolete 

cave surveys at Upper Pitts. They are for sale - no 

reasonable offer refused. There is a full list on the 

Library notice board, or see Phil Hendy. 

There is still plenty of time to get your entries in for 

the Photographic competition - see Journal No. 

263 for full details. Categories are: 

Formations 

Underground Action 

Portrait of a Member 
A Club Event 

Humorous 

The SRT Tower, although built, has to be tested 

and checked for safety reasons. DO NOT use it 

unless you have authorisation. This Will not be 

given until this checking has been done. For further 

details see Les Williams. A set of guidelines is 

being drawn up for the use of this Tower and will be 

published in the Journal. 

A list of Upper Pitts Jobs is always on the notice 

board in the library. If you can help out or complete 

any of these please contact the Hut Admin Officer, 

or while he is touring Europe, Les Williams. 

We are producing too much rubbish to fit in the 

Wheelie Bin. If possible, please crush where you 

can, put cans and bottles in recycling bins provided 

and if you have got room in your bin at home feel 

free to take a bag of rubbish home or the tins and 

bottles to the recycling depot. 

Mel is touring Europe at the moment so until her 

return Jonathan Williams has agreed to stand in as 

Sales Officer. 

We would all like to thank John Parkes for the 

donation of the bilge pump for Swildon’s Mud 

Sump. 

The Ashes will be contested again on the 17th July. 

It will be held at the usual place usual time with the 

usual barrel and BBQ to be held afterwards. 

Murrey Knapp has very kindly produced the Index 

for volume 24. This will be inclosed with your Aug 

Journal. 

We now hold keys for Bakers Pit and Afton Red 

Rift. The access agreement for these caves is on 

the new notice board in the entrance hall at Upper 

Pitts. The keys will be in the tackle store with the 

rest of the cave keys. Please note if the key is going 

to be away from the tackle store for more than 

48hrs, permission is required. 

Andy Sparrow’s Cave Safe series on video is now 

available from the WCC sales store. There are 

three video’s in the series, I, II and III ranging from 

basic caving practices to more advanced rope work 

techniques. 

Following a very successful North Wales meet, 

thanks to the Grosvenor Caving Club and a very 

helpful and friendly landlord at the Red Lion pub, we 

are returning for the August Bank Holiday. 

Annual Dinner 
This year’s Annual Dinner is to be held at The 

Market Place Hotel’, Market Place, Wells at 7pm. 

This will cost £18.00 per person plus £2.00 for the 

coach. The coach will leave Eastwater Lane at 

6.30pm and 6.40pm from the Hunters. For people 

driving themselves, there is parking at the Market 

Place. Accommodation is available at preferential 

rates at the Hotel. The menu and booking form will 

be with the August Journal. 

The guest speaker for the dinner will be Nick 

McCamley. 

The Mystery Tour on the Sunday will be £6.00 

including lunch. The coach will leave Eastwater 

Lane at 9.30am. 

THERE IS AN UPPER LIMIT OF AVAILABLE 

TICKETS TO THE DINNER. THEY WILL BE 

ALLOCATED ON A FIRST COME, FIRST 

SERVED BASIS. 
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New Members 

Claire Jenkins 

1 Wormstall Cottages, Greesward Lane, Arborfield 

Reading. RG2 9JP Tel: 0411 874108 

Patricia Ruiz De Azua 

7D Homestall Court, Parkwood, The University, 

Kent. CT2 75U Tel: 07788 801000 

Richard Speirs 

3 Princess Gardens, Grove, Wantage, Oxon. 

 Tel: 01235 769608 

Norman Brooks 

1 Barnes Close, Wells, Somerset 

BA5 2DA Tel: 01749 676922 

Nathan Jones 

8 Nomis Park, Congresbury. 

BS49 5HB Tel: 01934 832408 

Address Changes 

Tina Pitman 

1 Granby Drive, Bottesford 

NG13 0BT Tel: 01949 843038 

Malcolm Silcock and Sally Hodge 

Cherry Tree Cottage,5 Rowley, Cam, South 

Gloucestershire, GL11 5NT Tel: 07788 801000 

 

 

It is with regret that I have to inform 

you of the death of 

Phil Weaver 

A member of the Club and committee 

member in the late 30’s and 40’s 

 

You may recognise the name from 

Eastwater, Weaver-Bowen Extension. 

It is with regret that I have to inform 
you of the death of 

Bryan Ellis 

As Chairman, then General Administrator 
and latterly Membership Secretary 

for the British Cave Research Association 

(BCRA), Bryan was well known to 

many members of the worldwide caving 

community. Closer to home, he was also 

a stalwart member of the Shepton Mallet 

Caving Club. 

Notices from the Net 

“Caving Uk” 
http://www.caving.uk.com 

HELLO! I'm a French caver and film-maker. I'm 

preparing the first festival international du film de 

speleologie et de canyonisme a La Chapelle-en- 

Vercors (August 26-29, 1999). I'm looking to send 

this information to all English cavers, they are 

welcome to attend this festival! We also need a lot 

of new films about caving and canyoning. You can 

get more information at our web site: 
http://www.speleovision.com 

I'm also the editor of Speleo Magazine 

(http://www.speleo.com) 

Fage Luc-Henri, lhfage.speleo@wanadoo.fr 

Does anyone know the whereabouts of Steve 

Spratt - one of the breakthrough party into Thrupe 

Lane Swallet, Mendip, some 25 years ago! A 

forth-coming reunion in 1999 requires his 

attendance! Sightings please (or phone number or 

e-mail address) to Clive North: e-mail: 

clivenorth@ndirect.co.uk Tel: 01761 241538 

Caving Expedition to the Dachstein, Austria, 
during the first two weeks of Aug 99. We have 

spaces on the trip. Anyone intrested in coming 

along? We have a 300m deep cave which is 400m 

above, & 250m away from Hirlatz Hohlen. If we can 

connect = 5th deepest in World! All are welcome. 

Peter (Snablet) MacNab 

e-mail: c97pm@tay.ac.uk 
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Fairy Caves Management Committee 

The caves in the quarry and the Quarry itself, are 

SSSI’s (Sites of Special Scientific Interest) and also 

a Special Area of Conservation. A management 

committee now administers access on behalf of the 

Quarry owners ‘Hobbs Properties Ltd’. Also in 

conjunction with a conservation plan approved by 

English Nature. 

Access is as follows: 

HILLWITHY CAVE and CONNING 

TOWER CAVE 

Access is open to bona fide Caving Clubs. 
Maximum party size is 6. Please telephone the 

Management Committee on 01934 742710 and 

advise your intended date of visit. It is important 

that this is done as the owners are supplied with a 

list of all intended trips and regular checks are made 

at the quarry by security guards. 

FAIRY/HILLIERS, BALCH’s CAVE and 

SNARES HOLE 

Access as detailed above but the caves are 

closed 1 October to 30 April because of hibernating 

bat populations. 

SHATTER CAVE and W/L CAVE 

A Warden system operates at these sites and 

parties are limited to 5 plus a leader. No novices and 

no carbide lights, please wear clean oversuits. 

Please write to the management committee 

giving at least six weeks notice of the intended 

trip. A conservation fee of £1.00 per person is 

payable. 

WITHYHILL CAVE 

Access is the same as Shatter and W/L with a 

leader system in operation, but parties are limited to 
3 plus a leader. 

Although access is mentioned above, not all of 

these caves are open at the present time. Further 

work on the entrances has to be carried out - ie: 

Hillwithy and W/L - remove concrete plugs and build 

out from the over-hanging cliff face 

Conning Tower - remove 2 large boulders. 

Car parking is available for a couple of cars at the 

quarry, but is inadvisable due to normal trouble with 

quiet, isolated spots. A better option is to park at the 

Cerberus’ Hut which they have kindly allowed 

people to use, but please pop in and say “Hello” and 

let them know that you’re leaving your car in their 

car park. The quarry is a short downhill ½ mile away 

(and a long ½ mile uphill on the way back!). 

To conserve the more vulnerable caves (Shatter, 

W/L and Withyhill) the number of trips per year is 

limited, so please be patient if your requested dates 

are not available. 

All cavers going in to these caves must 

have adequate liability insurance. 

For further details and bookings, please write, with 

an SAE, to: 

The Management Committee 

Bryscombe 

The Quarries 

New Road 

Draycott 

Somerset 

BS27 3GG 

(or phone to book on: 01934 742710) 

The following are a list of Fairy Caves Conservation 

Wardens. However, please do not contact them 

directly as they have to book trips the same way as 

anyone else, as only one trip into a cave is allowed 

at any one time and are also limited to so many per 

year. 

Brian Prewer Peter Glanville 

Fred Davies Chris Smart 

Bob Whitaker Kate Lawrence 

Martin Grass Pete Rose 

Jeremy Gilson Nick Chipcase 

Vern Freeman John Walsh 

Mark Lumley Dave Turner 

Rob Taviner 
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Changes To The Constitution 
Phil Hendy, on behalf of the Committee 

At the 1998 AGM the Committee proposed 
changes to the Rules concerning annual 
subscriptions. In the past, the Club suffered 
financially due to the late payment of 
subscriptions. A previous amendment to the 
Rules (8b) allowed a discounted (early renewal) 
rate for members paying before the end of 
December following the AGM. This was so 
successful that the Club's finances were still 
suffering. It was proposed that the 'early renewal 
rate' be abolished, and replaced with a 
surcharge on the standard rate for members 
paying their sub after December 31st. It was 
also felt by the Treasurer and the Auditor that if 
the subscription rate could be set a year in 
advance, budgeting would be far easier - and 
members would have 12 months notice of the 
subscription, and would have no excuse for late 
payment. 

The 1998 AGM agreed in principle with these 
amendments, but felt that the wording was less 
than precise. Accordingly, it rejected the 
proposals, and recommended that the incoming 
Committee should look again at the changes, 
and bring them back to the 1999 AGM. It also 
asked the Committee to look at the possibility of 
reduced subscription rates for bona fide 
students. 

After much debate, the Committee has drafted 
amended Rule changes; they will be placed as 
proposals before the 1999 AGM, but it was felt 
that due to their complexity, they should be 
publicised in advance in the Journal. 

Shown below are the relevant current and 
proposed rules, with an explanation of the 
rationale behind them. 

RELEVANT EXISTING RULES 

8.a. Subscriptions for the coming year shall be 

decided by the Annual General Meeting. 

b. Two rates of subscription shall be set. The first 
(the 'early renewal rate') shall be for existing 

members renewing their subscription before the 

end of the calendar year and the second (the 

'standard' rate) shall be for those members who 

renew their subscription between 1 January and 31 

March following the AGM. 

c. Any member whose subscription is unpaid by 

the end of the calendar year will be named in the 

Journal at the next available opportunity. If, by 31 

March following the AGM, the subscription is still 

unpaid the member's name shall be removed from 

the list of members and a notice to this effect shall 

be sent to the member. 

d. Such members may rejoin the Club by paying 

the Standard rate before the end of the club year 

but need not submit any further application form. 

Thereafter, the individual(s) concerned must 

submit a new application form for membership of 

the Club. 

e. New members joining at any time of the year 

shall pay the standard rate. The subscription for 

new members joining near the end of the Club year 

may, at the discretion of the Committee, be 

deemed to cover the subscription due for the 

following year. 

f. A membership card shall be issued to any 

member. 

9.That the classes of membership shall be: 

a. Full Single; paying a full subscription and 

enjoying all the rights of membership, including a 

vote. 

b. Full Joint; a couple paying 175% of the single 

subscription, each having a vote, but receiving only 

one copy of the Journal between them. 

c. Joint; a couple paying 125% of the single 

subscription, having one vote between them and 

sharing one copy of each Journal. 

d. O.A.P. (Full); any member of a reasonable 
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number of years standing and of State 

Pensionable Age, who, on request to the 

Committee, pays 30% of the single subscription 

and receives one copy of each Journal. 

e. Affiliated; members as defined by Rule 16, and 

paying 25% of the single subscription. 

13. That no alteration to these Rules shall be made 

except at an A.G.M. or by special resolution 

passed at an E.G.M. called at the request of the 

Committee. Alterations to subscription rates shall 

be effective from the date of the Meeting at which 

they are passed. 

PROPOSALS 

The Committee intends to place the following 

motions before the 1999 A.G.M. 

Proposal 1: 

"That the Annual Subscription (Standard Rate) for 

the year 1999-2000 shall be £ ." 

Proposed: The Committee 

Note: This is a one-off proposal, to cover the 

period between the 1999 A.G.M, and the effective 

date of proposal 2 below. 

Proposal 2: 
"That the existing Rule 8 shall be deleted, and 

replaced with the following: 

8.a. Annual subscriptions shall be decided at the 

Annual General Meeting, and shall come into 

effect at the start of the Annual General Meeting 

the year following. 

b. Any member whose subscription is unpaid by 

the start of the Annual General Meeting shall have 

their name removed from the List of Members, and 

they shall be sent a notice to this effect. Such 

members may attend the Annual General Meeting, 

but shall have no vote. 

c. Such members may rejoin the Club by paying 

the Standard Rate subscription, plus a surcharge 

to be decided by the Annual General Meeting, 

before the end of the Calendar Year but need not 

submit any further application form. Thereafter the 

individual(s) concerned must submit a new 

application for membership of the Club. 

d. New members joining at any time of the year 

shall pay a pro rata proportion of the applicable 

Rate. 

e. A membership card shall be issued to any 

member. 

"That the following amendments shall be made to 

Rule 9: 

Insert in 9.a "(Standard Rate)", ie. The Rule shall 

read: 9a. Full single (Standard Rate); paying a full 

subscription... 

Add: 9.f Student: members in full-time education 

paying 50% of the Standard Rate." 

"That the final sentence in Rule 13 ("Alterations to 

subscription rates ...") shall be deleted." 

Proposed: The Committee. 

Should the above proposals to amend the Club 

Rules succeed, the Committee will then have to 

place the following motions before the A.G.M: 

Proposal 3: 

"That the Annual Subscription (Standard Rate) for 

the year 2000 -2001 shall be £ ." 

Proposed: the Committee 

Proposal 4: 

"That the surcharge for lapsed members rejoining 

the Club in accordance with Rule 8c shall be £ ." 

Note: Proposals 3 &4 in accordance with Rules 8, 9 

and 13, as amended above. 

Proposed: the Committee 

NEW RULES AS PROPOSED: 
Thus, should the changes be accepted by the 

A.G.M., the relevant Club Rules will read as 

follows: 

Rule 8: 
8.a. Annual subscriptions shall be decided at the 

Annual General Meeting, and shall come into effect 

at the start of the Annual General Meeting the year 

following. 

b. Any member whose subscription is unpaid by 

the start of the Annual General Meeting shall have 

their name removed from the List of Members, and 
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they shall be sent a notice to this effect. Such 

members may attend the Annual General Meeting, 

but shall have no vote. 

c. Such members may rejoin the Club by paying 

the Standard Rate subscription, plus a surcharge 

to be decided by the Annual General Meeting, 

before the end of the Calendar Year but need not 

submit any further application form. Thereafter the 

individual(s) concerned must submit a new 

application for membership of the Club. 

d. New members joining at any time of the year 

shall pay a pro rata proportion of the applicable 

Rate. 

e. A membership card shall be issued to any 

member. 

Rule 9: 
That the classes of membership shall be: 

9.a. Full Single (Standard Rate); paying a full 

subscription and enjoying all the rights of 

membership, including a vote. 

b. Full Joint; a couple paying 175% of the single 

subscription, each having a vote, but receiving only 

one copy of the Journal between them. 

c. Joint; a couple paying 125% of the single 

subscription, having one vote between them and 

sharing one copy of each Journal. 

d. O.A.P (Full); any member of a reasonable 

number of years standing and of State 

Pensionable Age, who, on request to the 

Committee, pays 30% of the single subscription 

and receives one copy of each Journal. 

e. Affiliated; members as defined by Rule 16, and 

paying 25% of the single subscription. 

f. Student; members in full-time education paying 

50% of the Standard Rate. 

Rule 13. 

That no alteration to these Rules shall be made 

except at an A.G.M. or by special resolution 

passed at an E.G.M. called at the request of the 

Committee. 

DISCUSSION 

Proposal 1 is designed to cover the Club year 
1999-2000. Should Proposal 2 succeed, it will be 

replaced in subsequent years by Proposal 3. 

Should Proposal 2 fail, then, as always, a 

subscription rate needs to be set for the coming 

Club year. 

Proposal 2 is intended to be adopted in its entirety; 

the change to Rule 8a covers the intention to set 

the subscription rate a year in advance. In 8b, it will 

be noted that the intention is that the Club year is 

deemed to end at the start of the AGM. Only 

members who have paid will be eligible to vote 

(subs will be accepted at the AGM). Rule 8c implies 
that the 'standard' rate of subscription shall be 

payable up to December 31st following the AGM. 

Thereafter, a surcharge (set in Proposal 4) will be 

payable. The surcharge is intended to deter those 

members who deliberately pay late, but still intend 

to enjoy the Club facilities in the interim. After 31st 

December, these members will effectively have 

resigned from the Club, and must re-submit an 

application form. The Committee will consider each 

such re-application on its merits; re- election to the 

Club under these circumstances will not be a 

foregone conclusion. 

The second sentence in the existing Rule 13 will 

become obsolete. It is therefore proposed that it be 

deleted. Rule 8a would then deal with the date at 

which subscription rates become effective. 

Proposal 3 will come into effect when and if 

Proposal 2 is passed. Members will therefore have 

a full 12 months notice of the amount and due date 

of the subscription. It is intended that reminders will 

be announced regularly in the Journals, and a 

payment form will be included with the AGM 

Handbook. 

Proposal 4 determines the level of surcharge for 

members paying after the start of the AGM, but 

before December 31st following. The Committee 

will make a recommendation to the AGM, but, as 

with proposals 1 and 3, the AGM may make 

amendments and vote on them. 

Please read these proposals carefully. 

The Committee has done its best to 
ensure that they are concise and 

unambiguous. Amendments to the 

wording made at an AGM are fraught with 

error and tend to be imprecise, so if any 

member wishes to comment or suggest 

improvements, please do so with the 

alteration clearly written. 
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Library Report 
Phil Hendy 

Volumes 5 and 19 of the bound Wessex Journals 

are missing from the Library and do not appear to 

have been booked out. Whoever has them, please 

return them, or at least let me know where they are. 

We have acquired, with great difficulty, a copy of 

the last edition (1976!) of the Complete Caves of 

Mendip. It is not to be removed from Upper Pitts, as 
the last one went missing, and obtaining a further 

replacement would be virtually impossible. Thanks 

are due to Dave Irwin (Wig) of the BEC for filling in 

some gaps in the Belfry Bulletin collection. 

The Library is intended as a quiet room where 

members may read and examine the many books, 

journals, surveys, maps, photographs and 

drawings acquired by the Club over the years. Your 

hut key will fit the lock. Entry through the ceiling 

should not be necessary! Some seldom referred-to 

items may be stored elsewhere - please ask. Most 

cupboards are unlocked, or the keys are in the 
Library. If not, then the key is kept under the stairs 

and may be obtained from a Committee Member. 

Non-members may use the Library facilities on 

request to a Committee Member. 

Now that the Library is (almost) rearranged and 

redecorated, I would be grateful if members would 

treat it with a little more respect. Place litter in the 

bin and do not stuff it under cushions or under 

chairs. Please replace items when finished with. 

Remove used mugs, plates and bottles. Special 

care should be taken not to spill drinks anywhere 

near the computers - they don't like it! Grateful 

thanks to Brian Prewer and Richard (Stop-Go) for 

help with the painting. Also to Brenda Prewer for 

alterations to the curtains. 

There is no charge for borrowing books etc., 

although certain items should not be removed - 

PUT THEM BACK AFTER USE! The most up-to- 

date copies of exchange journals will be found in 

the magazine rack on the door. Copies of recent 

Committee minutes, and other 'political' news 

sheets will be found on the notice board, either in 

the Library or in the Lounge. Some items have been 
removed to the Archive Store. Details on request. 

In time, there will be a simple guide to using the 

computer to locate items. Finally, a request. Does 

any member have an unused but functional table 

lamp or angle-poise which they could donate to the 

Library? At present, anyone sitting at the desks is 

working in their own shadow. 

LIBRARY - RECENT ACQUISITIONS 

B.C.R.A. Cave & Karst Science 25, 3 (December 
1998) 

Belfry Bulletin 50, 8 (No 501 ) (March 1999) 

Caves and Caving 83 (Spring 1999) 

Chelsea Speleological Society Newsletter 41, 3 

(March 1999) (includes bibliography of Albanian 

caves) 41, 4 (April 1999) 

Craven Pothole Club Record 54 (April 1999) 

Derbyshire Caver (D.C.A.) No. 99 (Autumn 1998) 

I00 (Winter 1998) 

Grampian Speleological Group Bulletin New Series 

5, 1 (March 1999) 

Grosvenor Caving Club Newsletter 92 (March 
1998) 93 (April/May 1999) 

Journal of Cave & Karst Studies (NSS) 61, 1 (April 

1999) 

Minutes of the C.S.C.C. AGM 6th February 1999 

M.N.R.C. Newsletter No. 71 (April / May 1999) 

N.S.S. News December 1998 57, 3 (March 1999) 

Regards (Bulletin de I’Union Beige de Speleologie) 

33 (1998) 34 (1998) 

S.M.C.C. Newsletter Series 10 No. 4 (Autumn 

1998) 5 (May 1999) (50 Year Edition) 

South Wales Caving Club Newsletter 120 (1998/9) 

Speleologica (Societa Speleologique Italiana) 38 

(Sept. 1998) 

Westminster Speleological Group Newsletter 28 

(February 1999) 
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NAMHO ‘99 Conference 
Royal Forest of Dean 

Between Friday 24th and Monday 27th September 

1999 there is an unmissable event being held in the 

Forest of Dean essential for anyone even vaguely 

interested in mines. Over that weekend the 

Gloucestershire caving community are hosts to the 

NAMHO biennial conference, with something to 

interest everyone. For those who still don't know, 
NAMHO stands for National Association of Mining 

History Organisations. 

The conference includes lectures which will be 

based upon the mining history and exploration of 

the Forest of Dean and other mining regions. Guest 

speakers will be covering aspects of different 

mining rights and their origins in diverse mining 

regions in Britain. Offers of lectures relating to 

mining customs from other, perhaps obscure, 

localities in the UK are particularly welcomed. 

Contact J Wright. It is hoped that a small 

publication, combining the papers on mining 

customs, might be produced for sale sometime 

after the Conference. 

Trips into mine workings will cater for a wide range 

of abilities from gentle walking, to difficult and 

extensive trips lasting 7 hours. Trips include 

Clearwell, Wigpool, Westbury Brook, Perseverance 

mines and many more. 

Surface walks will take in some familiar and several 

lesser known mining sites, with leaders interpreting 

as the walks progress. There are also a couple of 

self led drives around the Forest mine sites for 

those unable or too lazy to walk any distance. 

Training sessions are being arranged (subject to 

sufficient bookings) for Ladder and Lifeline, Basic 

SRT, and surveying. Courses will be run by 

entertaining and experienced tutors. 

Saturday night's event will allow people to discuss 

the day’s activities over an evening meal; to be 

followed by the showing of the well known 'Forest of 

Dean Freeminers' film by Mr Melville Watts OBE 

and the brilliant monologue by Dave Carlisle in the 

role of a Victorian mining agent (not suitable for the 

easily offended). 

The event is being run from the Civil Service 

Motoring Association (CSMA) site, Whitemead 

Park, Parkend village, in the heart of the Forest 

itself. Accommodation is available at Whitemead in 

the form of Chalets, camping or caravanning, B&B, 

hotels and hostels etc are plentiful in the locality. 

An accommodation list will be sent out with booking 

forms and further details of surface and 

underground trips. Please send an A4 SAE to J 

Hine. 

Trade stands selling a wide variety of Caving gear, 

books and underground related essentials will be 

open for business over the weekend. Prospective 

traders please contact J. Hine. 

For bookings, information, etc, please contact: 

Conference Organiser: Jonathan Wright, 

01594 832535 

Home 01594 510484 
Event Coordinator: John Hine 

01594 833217 

NAMHO 1999 Lectures 

Freemining in the Forest of Dean 

Customary Rights in Derbyshire 

The Mining Laws in North Wales 

Role of the Deputy Gaveller in the Forest of Dean 

The Mines Rescue Service 

The Mines Inspecturate 

Iron Mining in the Forest of Dean 

Roman Mining Law in Britain 

Mining Rights of North Yorkshire 

Mining Archeology 
Coal Mining in the Forest of Dean 

Mines of Newent and Ross 

And others yet to be announced. 

NAMHO 1999 Surface trips 

There are 4 guided easy walking routes within the 

Forest of Dean that aim to give an insight into the 

surface buildings/features/geology etc. that relates 

to the old mining history of this area. A map is not 

necessary but is an advantage to understanding 

this area better - either the O/S map 162 (1:50,000) 

the O/S Outdoor Leisure map 14 (1:25,000). 

1. Bixslade Valley Walk 
A 3 mile round trip, easy walking, slightly uphill, 

time taken approx. 2-3 hours. 

The walk starts at GR 608099 (Forest of Dean 

Stone Firm) and the route will include Coal mining 
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sites, a working Free mine, Pennant sandstone 

quarries (inc underground site if required) & Birch 

Hill iron mine. The walk follows the route of the 

tramroad which served the industries along the 

valley. 

2. Howlers Slade and Wimberrv Slade Walk 
A 3 mile round trip; easy walking, time taken 
approx. 2-3 hours. 

The walk starts at GR 604114 and will traverse 

sections of 2 tramroads which served coal mines 

as well as the stone quarries. The walk is aimed at 

people interested in the coal mining industry 

including Mushet’s Old Furnace Level and Cannop 

Drift (mine). 

3. Clearwell Area Walk 
A 3½ mile round trip, easy walking, time needed is 
around 2-3 hours. 

The walk starts from Clearwell Caves at GR 

577083 and takes in the iron ore outcrop at the 

western edge of the Forest ore field and includes 

the Old Bow, Lambsquay & Old Ham mine 

entrances. The land pits of Stephens and Yew Tree 

mines will also be included as well as the deep pits 

of the Easter Iron Mine and its associated mine 

building tramroads. 

4. Oakwood Valley Walk 
A gentle 4 mile round trip, taking approx. 3 hours. 

The starting point is at the layby at GR 601064 and 

the walk will follow part of the Oakwood Valley 

tramroad, which served the collieries and iron 

mines, before traversing the iron ore outcrop in 

Noxon Park. The sites of Oakwood Mill deep level 

(Iron Mine) and Oakwood land level (also known as 

Quab Iron Mine) will be looked at as well as the 

Princess Louise Iron Mine shaft and China Engine 

Iron Mine. 

There are 2 car journeys: 

Iron mines and associated iron works 

This car journey starts at Whitemead Park site(GR 

610080) and will visit the Whitecliff & Darkhill coke 

blast furnaces, the Titanic steel works, the Easter 

Iron Mine pithead buildings, Fairplaypit Cornish bull 

engine house, Findall Iron Mine ventilation furnace, 

Parkend blowing engine house and Wigpool Iron 

Mine. 

Coal Mines (Surface features and buildings) 
Some of the proposed visits may have to be at the 

roadside due to restricted access. 

Arthur & Edward (Waterloo) Colliery, Cannop 

Colliery, Princess Royal Colliery, Flourmill Colliery, 

Lightmoor Colliery, Northern United Colliery, Rose 

in Hand drainage level and Parkhill Coal Level. 

NAHMO ‘99 UNDERGROUND TRIPS. 

FRIDAY EVENING 

1.Clearwell Caves 
Old ham entr. grade2 

SATURDAY AM 

4.Clearwell Caves 
Show Mine, walking 

SATURDAY PM 

14. Clearwell Caves 
Show Mine, walking 

SUNDAY AM 

21. Robin Hood 
Winch grade3 

SUNDAY PM 

26. Robin Hood 
Winch grade3 

2.Wigpool 
Sway Hole entr. grade3 

5. Clearwell Caves 
Old Ham entr. grade2 

15. Clearwell Caves 
Old Bow entr grade2 

22. Devil's Chapel 
Devil's Ditch gr2/3 

27. Devil's Chapel 
Victory/Crabtree gr2/3 

3.Wigpool 
Stream Hole entr. grade3 

6. Wigpool 
Stream hole entr. grade3 

16. Wigpool 
Stream hole entr grade3 

23. Brinchcombe Level 
Limestone shale grade2 

28. Blakeney Hill Stone 
Mined for sandstone gr2/3 

 7. Wigpool 
Sway Hole entr. grade3 

17. Wigpool 
Sway Hole entr grade3 

24. Westbury Brook 
Mega all day trip. 1st level 

Trip 24 
extension’s grade 6 

 8. Robin Hood 
Winch grade3 

18. Robin hood 
Winch grade3 

25. Morse's Coal Level 
grade 2 

29. Morse's Coal Level 
grade2 

 9. Noxon Park 
Crater entr. grade2/3 

19. Noxon Park 
Jetty/ Land Level grade2/3 

 30. perseverance 
grade5/6 

 10. Mine Cam Shaft 
Camera demo prov. 

20. Underground Video 
Techniques, prov. 

  

 11. Westbury Brook - 
Honeycomb/1st level gr5/6 

   

 12. Clearwell Caves 
Mega trip all day grade3/5 

Trip 12   

 13. Whittington Stone Trip 13   

 Cotswold stone mine near Cheltenham. All day gr2 
 

  

NOTES. All the sites are iron mines unless otherwise stated. Some of the sites have several trips, these are to different areas of that complex Grades are I easiest, 6 

hardest & are subjective. There are limited places so first come first served. The Clearwell Caves mega trip [no. 1,2], although not technically difficult, is strenuous with 

some tight squeezes & should not be attempted by anyone with more than a 44" chest. The Westbury Brook mega trip [no.24] is very strenuous & should only be 

undertaken by fit & competent cavers. Trips nos. 10&20 are provisional. Trips will be available Monday if requested. The organisers reserve the right to amend trips if 

they deem it necessary. 
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A Fine Weekend 
Mark Helmore 

Friday 30th April 

The weekend break started early for Les and 

myself, arriving at the WSG Hut at lunchtime. As the 

weather was fine we decided on a ‘short’ walk to 

keep us (me) away from the Pub until a respectable 

time. Up the hill towards the Pub, then left turn 

below the ridge, past the Silica Mines and down to 

Pont Nedd Fechan for much needed refreshments. 

Walking back via several fine waterfalls (towards 

Ystradfellte) we eventually made it to the Pub just 

after 7pm. 

The rest of the Wessex contingent soon arrived to 

liven up the quiet evening. All too soon it was time to 

return to the hut and mellow out. Judging by the 

number of tents it seemed that everyone, including 

myself, had decided to camp rather than sleep in the 

cramped bunk room - result cramped camping area 

and near-empty bunkroom. 

Sunday 2nd May 

Another fine morning arrived (with no hangover due 

to the 3+1 rule) and trips on offer were Pant Mawr 

Pot, OFD 1 and Dan Yr Ogof. After driving up to 

Pant Mawr, and following the obligatory chat with 

Morgan the farmer, we strolled to the entrance and 

rigged the ladder and lifeline system. Having been 

there a couple of weeks earlier I remembered the 

route through the choke, but being last down the 

ladder no-one asked the way so I let them all go and 

sat down and waited for them to come back and go 
the right way! After viewing the very fine helictites 

and various stomping around in the streamway we 

exited the cave to a fine afternoon. 

After an ice-cream stop, wet suits were grabbed and 

Little Neath called (for some of us). Leaving Vern to 

stoke the barbie we donned wetsuits, some quicker 

than others! and after diverting the stream down the 

 

Saturday 1st May 

A bright sunny start to the 

morning saw everyone keen 

to go caving. OFD was as 

popular as ever, with the 

classic Cwm Dwr to Top 

Streamway trip and a 

Prokofiev Series trip on offer. 

The streamway trip was 

most enjoyable, even for 

those submerged in the 

man-traps. The Prokofiev trip 

was, I am told, another 

classic with the added bonus 

of Stop providing some 

entertainment when the piton 

securing the ladder gave 

way whilst he was part-way 

up it, luckily using a lifeline 

(as we always do!). 

After a trip out for food at various 

hostelries the Red Lion was re-visited 

and a fine evenings socialising ensued, 

eventually returning to the Hut to make a start on J 

Thomas’ birthday barrel. A surprising quiet evening 

followed; so quiet that I moved into the bunkroom to 

avoid the early morning traffic noise heard from the 

tents. 

Just de-rigged Pant Mawr and about to set off on a long walk back. 

Back Row: Vern, Mark, Jo, Mak, Kevin, Rosie and Louise. 

Front Row: Jonathan, Simon. 

entrance - it was too dry otherwise - we poured in 

and down to the canal and back. A classic trip which 

everyone enjoyed, even Jonathan who managed to 

get his helmet stuck at one point. Back at the Hut the 

barbeque went well, and toasting John Thomas we 

drank the rest of his beer. 
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Monday 3rd May 

Yet more fine weather saw us driving over the 

Black Mountain for a short visit to Llwchwr (well, we 

looked at the entrance) followed by a tour of Carreg 

Cennen Castle, including a visit to the cave within 

the castle boundary. With tea and cakes consumed 

we headed back. Some excellent navigation (by a 

female even?!) got us back over the mountain and 

back to the WSG (via Dragon for tea). With gear 

packed up and the hut cleaned up, everyone went 

their various ways. 

As usual this was a very well-attended Wessex 

weekend away with some excellent caving trips 

and plenty of socialising. We all look forward to the 

next one. 

Some weekend comments: 

Simon 

“We must get some more girls in the Club!” 

Biff, after climbing the ladder (without a line) just 

before the piton failure 

“Looks sound enough to me” 

Jonathon, taking a group photo of Pant Mawr 

entrance, after positioning the camera on a fence 

post, 

“You’re fine there, we just need to move the post 

back a bit". 

Win Some, Lose Some 
Richard Witcome 

After a successful run over a number of years, the 

1998 ATLAS/Wessex JCB (actually a Case 

Poclain) dig which took place over the weekend of 

Friday 27 March and Saturday 28 March ended in 

disappointment with three holes dug and no cave, 

or even cave entrance, found. 

The scene of operations was Honeymead field, 

near Little Crapnell Farm on Dinder Estates land 

farmed by Sandy Keen. The field which lies south 

of Little Crapnell Swallet already contains 

Honeymead Hole, the 1400’ long cave opened up 

by the 1996 JCB dig, and the main target of the 

1998 excavation was a shallow depression 120 

yards to the south south east. 

Honeymead Field Dig 1 (NGR ST/6004.4610) 

Excavation commenced at the eastern end of the 

southern, steeper face of the depression. A rock 

wall was quickly encountered and followed down to 

a corner wall and rock floor at a depth of 15’. 

Trenching along the wall for over 25’ revealed only 

stepped rock faces and solid rock floors with no hint 

of a cave entrance. It was concluded that this 

depression represented a small quarry for stone 

wall material or perhaps lime burning. 

Honeymead Field Dig 2 (NGR ST/5993.4616) After 

backfilling Dig 1, attention switched to a small 

depression on the flank of a dry valley, 150 yards to 

the south west of Honeymead Hole. This hole had 

contained a tree stump in the recent past. Digging 

encountered solid rock at a depth of only three feet, 

and no karst features were detected. 

Honeymead Field Dig 3 (NGR ST/6009.4618) The 

third and final dig was 100 yards to the east of 

Honeymead Hole, directly adjacent to a hedge line 

bordering a roadside layby. This low lying area had 

evidence of infilling, and local knowledge pointed to 

a stream occasionally sinking amongst the rubble. 

Trenching to a depth of 15’ over a length of 20’ 

revealed a few eroded rocks and some solid rock, 

but without undermining the hedge it was 

impossible to intercept the sink that may exist there. 

The site was duly backfilled. 

There are shallow depressions in the field on the 

other side of the lane layby which may repay 

investigation in the future. Our thanks go to 

Commander Somerville of Dinder Estates and the 

farmer, Sandy Keen, for the permission to dig in the 

Honeymead field. 

72 Wessex Cave Club Journal 



Oh Dear, Oh Deer ...... Norway 1998 
Nigel Graham 

Once more unto the breach... My Norwegian 

Expedition logbook now outlines seven trips. The 

first, a joint WCC/MNRC party, led by Glyn Bolt in 

1983, travelled North of Bodo to culminate in 

Ragge-Javre-Raige’s spectacular, very severe, 

2000 feet deep through-trip (which I did not do). We 

also enjoyed a joint weekend with Norwegian 

cavers, exploring and surveying the 

Greftkjelen/Greftsprekka pair of pots (later linked, I 

think). Glyn’s quote of the latter trip was; 

“Let’s not find any more - we’ll be here all... night 

surveying it!” 

All the other expeditions were organised variously 

by Trevor Faulkner and Geoff Newton, to explore 

systematically North Nordland, about 200 miles 

North from Trondheim. My 1989 introduction to 

these trips commenced with perhaps the hardest 

walk-in I have done, to camp for a week on Elgfjell, 

and ended with a week on Vargskaret on the far 

more accessible flanks of Blafjell, above 

Svenningdal. That and the 1990 follow-up, yielded 

some of the series’ most enjoyable expedition 

caving, exploring and surveying beautiful swirling 

streamways in sparkling grey-banded white marble. 

In July 1998, Alan Marshall (a veteran of the series) 

and I boarded the Newcastle to Bergen “Color Line” 

ferry. Two days later, we arrived at our Svenningdal 

contact Odd Johansen’s home, where Trevor 

Faulkner and David St. Pierre awaited us. 

Next day we were off to Stavassdal (Dal = dale) 

near the town of Trofors. Unlike all previous 

expeditions, Trevor had spent several weeks in 

1997, prospecting solo and with locals, talking to 

farmers and reindeer-herders, and had amassed 

lots of sites for the picking. 

So ‘all’ we had to do was thrash about in secondary 

growth and forestry trimmings until we found the 

intended sink, an open shaft needing one ladder. 

(My diary omits names for some of this year’s sites, 

but the eventual formal reports will have full details.) 

The stream descends a vadose canyon to a pitch 

into a chamber. I baulked at climbing this free-hang 

from the roof beyond the waterfall, without a life-line, 

but Trevor and Alan surveyed the following narrow, 

windy, cold, wet rift. Dave stayed ‘upstairs’, 

searching the forest for more caves. A good start! 

The surrounding hillside yielded nothing significant 

though, and we retreated to a roadside camp, 

nicknamed “The Mosquito Pit”, in woods near the 

path up to Vargskaret. 

South of Svenningdal station, and of Vargskaret, 

Trevor, Alan and I braved potential heatstroke 

(honest: Norway can be pretty hot in Summer) as 

we fought our way up the steep, heavily-vegetated 

valley side to Litle Hjortskaret, where Trevor and 

Odd had found cave entrances last year. Once up, 

we were in pleasant, dappled shade on a wooded 

terrace, sprinkled with small sinks and risings. 

COFFEE BREAK SINK, a small shaft in a 

shakehole, and WIDE CAVE, a bedding-like rock- 

shelter into a tube, were both choked. Alan 

attempted to photograph a curious ‘formation’, 

probably a fungus, in the former. 

SUNBEAM CAVE’s roomy chamber is just below 

the floor of a large shakehole, lit by four skylights. 

One is the entrance, a short ladder climb. Sadly, a 

pit swallowing the stream, and a short dry passage, 

choke in boulders. We admired, and tried to 

photograph, the sunbeams illuminating the 

chamber. 

Litle Hjortskaret done, we fought the clegs, 

mosquitoes and heat once more on our descent to 

the road. 

GJEITKLAUVGROTTA, near Trofors, is fairly well 

known, and we planned to photograph its 

formations (rare in Norwegian caves) and to push 

and survey side passages in its complicated 

multilevel maze. We visited its impenetrable 

resurgence, then threaded through part-felled 

forest, up over the hill, to the main entrance in a 

blind valley. 

The water, sinks below the entrance crawl, into a 

handsome stream passage to a very large 

chamber. An awkward climb gains fine phreatic 

passages descending to sumps, and interlinked by 

assorted ramps and tubes. 

We left the surveying unfinished, though local 

cavers may carry on, went out to warm up over 

lunch, then popped back in to take lots of 

photographs, especially in the chamber and larger 

passages. The cave gave us an enjoyable semi- 
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their contorted branches. At 

last we ‘only’ had a kilometre of 

careful boulder-stepping along 

the shore of a lake, to our 

campsite on a small spur at its 

upstream end. Thankfully we 

dropped our packs and erected 

our tents. I was not very fit, and 

on the last stages urged myself 

on by keeping the survival rules 

going round in my head: 

shelter, warmth, food. I crawled 

into my little porch, set the 

stove going for soup for two, 

and called Alan over. 

“Seen the resurgence?”, Trevor 

called. On the axis of a very 

tight fold some 600 feet above 

our campsite, a powerful stream poured out of the 

mountain side.... Having rested, and with that 

intriguing resurgence beckoning, our appreciation 

of the valley deepened. We were in a fine cirque cut 

by a col above and to one side of the rising, and 

with a view away out across the lake to distant 

mountains. 

Next morning’s climb to the rising was strenuous, 

but not unduly difficult, to a grassy changing perch. 

Trevor (1997) reported a sump but closer 

inspection revealed a narrow passage to an easy 

climb above the sump. Alan and I pushed the 

meandering strike passage until it became too tight, 

discovered a wriggle down to the stream beyond 

the entrance ‘sump’ - a duck, but we kept dry and 

warm - and a sump proper. The little cave was 

Alan Marshall (left) and Trevor Faulkner preparing to photograph the large 

main chamber in Gjeitklauvgrotta. 

‘tourist’ trip. Even the walk to it was relatively easy, 

through a forest and nearly flat! 

No Nordland expedition is complete without its 

mountain camp. The 1998 weather was 

changeable, but mainly dry. Trevor reported 

temperatures in the 80s before Alan and I joined 

him there. It poured with rain as we prepared for 

the hard march in to KVITFJELLET (White Fell), 

from the car-park at the end of the Stavassdal track 

near Trofors. Most visitors there are local walkers, 

hunters or anglers. 

The rains grudgingly eased as we swayed, laden 

with 60lb packs, across a short suspension 

footbridge, and sploshed off up the footpath. The 

path took us perhaps a quarter of the 

way in, passing a ruined farmhouse 

and ending in a boggy confluence of 

three valleys. Most of the anglers 

turn off to a lake, but we crossed 

another swaying bridge over the 

foaming torrent, to... where? We 

think the path follows the third valley, 

but we followed the middle dale, 

climbing steeply through long grass 

and scrub birch on the spur to a 

broad, marshy terrace. 

It took an age to pass the opposite 

spur; then a long, tedious and 

laborious meander across 

cotton-bogs rose steadily to the sting 

in the tale, a very steep, wet, grassy 

slope. 

We were forced to use the springy 

birch trees as handholds while 

fighting our unwieldy packs through 

 

Highcamp on Kvitfjellet (White Fell). This was the site of our 4 day 

mountain camp. The tarn is nearly 1km long. The resurgence and 

other caves are all high up to the left of the picture. 
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was rather disappointing, but a thinner person might 

have negotiated the bend which stopped us. 

The cave is unusual, as it is crammed so tightly into 

a fold lying on its side - and this is in the land of the 

vertical bedding - that the dip changes from about 

+80° at the floor to -10° at the roof, within perhaps 

six feet height. The rising is double, but the parallel 

outlet was impenetrable. Its volume rose and fell 

noticeably over the next couple of days. 

KVITFJELLHOLA was provisionally named OLE 

MATIS’ ENTRANCE when Trevor first found it with 

Ole and his father, Arni Gronli. Its cold, draughty, 

sand and cobble-floored phreatic tubes diversify 

from a sizeable entrance chamber. Alan pushed 

through a tight section to Arni and Trevor’s 1997 

terminus cairn in a small chamber, but its further 

outlets were choked. We agreed what that bit 

looked like on paper, surveyed an interesting pair of 

parallel tubes rising from the chamber - one cut 

along a schist band to give a phreatic ‘quarter- tube’ 

- and went off to find the streamway. 

The climb up past the resurgence into a fine dry 

valley became our commuter route for the next 

three days. Back in Kvitfjellhola, next day, we 

laddered the short, awkward pitch into the 

streamway. Though short, it was what we go to 

Norway for: sparkly marble stream passage with 

intriguing cascades over schist barriers (the holds 

can be treacherously friable), to a gloomy sump. 

Upstream from the pitch, an overflow passage 

leap-frogged the water to a bizarre sump – a 

circular shaft up which the water rose, in an alcove 

- and a low, slightly threatening waterway between 

its too-low inlet and outlet. Kvitfjellhola is a fine and 

varied little system, with some very interesting 

geology. 

Edgar Johanssen, a farmer and amateur geologist 

from Northern Norway, found us in camp. He had 

left the car-park the day before, but followed the 

wrong valley, forcing him into a long detour with an 

overnight camp on the intervening hills. 

SFINXHULLET (Sphinx Pot) defeated me, with its 

peculiar entrance rigged by hanging a ladder 

through the too-narrow top of a shaft, straddling a 

few feet down a parallel shaft, then squeezing 

through an interconnecting crawl back to the 

ladder! TF and AM named it after one of the sharp 

rock flakes which characterise its streamway. 

Next day was our last back up on the col. Trevor 

and Alan explored and surveyed GREEN VALLEY 

CAVE, in a shallow, verdant valley 

in the floor of the col. Its entrance, a 

slot in a wide ‘bedding-plane’ (a 

joint really), was too tight for me, so 

I examined a rather scruffy little 

cave in a nearby shakehole. It 

developed promisingly, but soon 

ended too low. 

A large snowfield coated the 

mountain side just above us, and 

Trevor and Edgar argued about the 

pale-coloured rock above it: marble 

or quartzite? Our caving here 

finished, the rest of us lazed in the 

warm sun, entertained by two 

reindeer chasing a sheep and its 

lambs away from the snow-field, 

while Trevor went to find out. He 

soon returned, not only deciding to 

agree with Edgar that the rock was 

quartzite, but more importantly, he 

had seen a rainstorm approaching 

up the next valley. We hurried 

down too before the rain made the 

grass and lichen-dappled rocks 

slippery, and scrambled into our 

tents. 

Luckily the storm soon passed, and we broke 

camp. I was rather sad to leave this idyllic spot, with 

its superb cwm and distant hills, its bright alpine 

flowers and butterflies, and its interesting little 

caves and geology. The cotton bogs were very 

unpleasant, but at last we were back near the old 

 

Near-vertical marble bands (the slightly darker rock to the right of Alan and 

Trevor) in an igneous or metamorphic rock in the valley above the camp. This 

outcrop, in a band containing several of the valley’s caves, appears to lie within 

a fold, as the dip apparently changes across the exposure. The entrance below 

the outcrop was choked with boulders. The view is down towards the campsite, 

nearly a 1000feet below. 

Volume 25 Number 265 June 1999 75 



farm, where we browsed on succulent ripe 

cloudberries and chatted to three young men 

whose grandfather, it turned out, had owned the 

farm. They were assessing it for restoration as a 

summer house. These Sami (preferred to the word 

‘Lapp’) heard our observations of the reindeer and 

the sheep, and explained that the two species are 

unfriendly to each other. This had unexpected 

repercussions... 

That evening we met as arranged at Odd’s home, 

where Edgar cooked a meal of elk steak and rice. 

Odd was not at all impressed when we told him in 

ail innocence of our meeting with the Kvitfjell lads - 

that is their family name, they had said - and he 

promptly spent much of the rest of the evening 

discussing the matter with the owner of the deer. 

Oh dear, what had we dome? We gathered that the 

reindeer herders are a rather disputatious lot... Odd 

was already rather unhappy, the aftermath of an 

extremely gruelling time supervising an important 

industrial building contract. We decided that 

camping that night at the Mosquito Pit was the 

diplomatic course of action. 

A rest day followed. Edgar was due to leave us for a 

rifle-shooting competition, and we accompanied 

him to Amdalselv Gorge, scene of the 1996 antics 

with a flooded river, where he could test his sights 

and his aim undisturbed while we watched and 

pottered about tidying and drying our car-loads. 

After farewells, Edgar set off South, while we drove 

North beyond Mosjoen and over a high and bleak 

pass to Korgen, an attractive town with an excellent 

campsite. We booked a ‘hytte’ (hut) for our last few 

days in the field. 

Next day, we drove back over the pass, pausing on 

the way to examine the thrust-plane carrying the 

Helgeland Nappe over the Rodingsfjell Nappe, 

parts of the country’s very complicated tectonic and 

volcanic geology. The thrust is exposed at the E6 

roadside, just below and South of the summit, and 

lies along a thin bed of brecciated marble at about 

25° dip. The fault runs away Eastwards across 

country as a distinct scarp. 

LUKTINDGROTTA is a known cave partly explored 

in 1997 by Trevor and Ragnar ? (sorry, I don’t have 

his surname). Once Alan and I had identified the 

excessively-tight bedding cave we initially entered 

as the wrong cave, and then found Luktindgrotta, 

we commenced surveying while Trevor and Dave 

examined other sites in the area. 

The cave is a roomy, sandy, rather shattered, linear 

canyon with many short oxbows and false floors, 

cut along the inevitable schist bands, and taking a 

small, possibly misfit, stream. Beyond Trevor’s 

limit, a wet crawl, and just as the cave looked as if 

would end, it started cutting down again, with 

encouraging noises ahead. I rounded a corner and 

found myself peering down a waterfall into an 

attractive chamber. The drop was unclimbable, but 

an eyehole to the side looked helpful. I wriggled 

over a low barrier... and found a similar but dry 

pitch, with a rope hanging down it! We had no 

ladder with us, but vowed to return, and started 

surveying out. TF and DStP joined us, and we 

managed to survey right back to the entrance, 

some 400m back from the pitch head. 

Outside, we met members of the landowner’s 

family, intrigued by our presence in their forest. 

They told us of relations exploring the cave in years 

past, one indeed entering there but emerging down 

at the rising! How do you react to such tales? 

Clearly, to dismiss them as hearsay or embroidered 

would be very rude, and there might be something 

in it... One of the women photographed us with her 

relatives, and we went our ways. 

The year before, Trevor had visited an enormous 

resurgence in high flood: ROSSAGROTTA, and 

advised us to bring wetsuits this year. We made 

light of the strange looks that donning wetsuits at 

the roadside gained us from passing motorists. A 

moderately easy walk through forests reached a 

very wide river-bed, dry upvalley from a wide, fairly 

low arch discharging a gently-flowing but 

impressive volume of water. I proved, in shallow 

water, only that I sink in caving kit, even in a wetsuit. 

TF and AM negotiated submerged ledges to reach 

a rock bridge, but the small drop beyond into clear, 

very deep water would have been irreversible 

without a short ladder, and the canal appeared to 

sump soon anyway. 

Up-valley, two large entrances meet the 

subterranean river flowing approximately parallel to 

the valley wall, in very deep canals. The aquatic 

duo traversed and swam to an oxbow just visible in 

the gloom, reported a sump beyond, and surveyed 

out. 

The sink is a couple of hundred yards upvalley 

again. The water slithers under the bank, but 

scrambling over a boulder pile about twenty feet 

high enters a short section of passage above an 

ominous green sump pool and a mass of jammed 

logs. 

We knocked off two sites that day! After the water- 

babies’ fun, we examined STORSKOGGROTTA 

(‘Large Forest Cave’). A valley ends rather abruptly 

at an entrance, normally dry below its sink, about 

200 yards upstream, which debouches abruptly 

onto an impressive rift. Trevor and Ragnar  
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descended it partway in 1997. Shortage of tackle 

and surplus of stream stopped play. 

I was volunteered to descend first, but gained only 

Trevor’s previous limit, a tiny ledge on the wall. The 

ladder ended below me and at least 20 feet above 

the floor. Lined by Dave, I retreated. Rearranging 

the tackle now gave a difficult and exposed 

free-climb down to the belay on a stance on jammed 

boulders, and I did not attempt the descent again. 

TF and AM bottomed the superb 70 feet pitch, 

armed with the survey kit and my snapshot camera. 

They reported a fine rift to a deep sump, in beautiful 

marble, with huge tree-trunks jammed high above 

them by the floods. I examined the sink, but its 

boulder ruckle was unenterable. 

Thus ended our last full day all together. Next 

morning, Sunday August 2nd, we were up early and 

away back to Lucktindgrotta. Dave and Trevor 

stopped to examine the resurgence, Alan and I 

carried on to push and survey the cave beyond the 

pitch. 

We were on edge: only two other people knew 

where we were, and our team was dividing; Trevor 

and Dave to go to Sweden, Alan and I to go home. 

We soon laddered the pitch, and double-checked 

the belay. The rope, which we later learnt was 

Ragnar’s, was jammed solidly among the boulders 

below. I descended steadily but nervously, and Alan 

joined me. 

The lovely chamber is in white marble, dominated 

by a black schist barrier forming the waterfall, and 

by a strange oval exposure of the same impurity in 

the opposite wall. The cave continued hopefully, but 

then lowered to a short wet crawl. The weather was 

fine, but we felt very exposed down there as we 

pushed on. We wanted to savour the exploration, 

but we also wanted to get out as quickly as possible. 

The stream sinks under the wall of a short, 

mud-floored passage with an air of finality, to two 

gloomy sumps. Nobody had ever completed 

through-trips here. Is there another cave in these 

woods? 

Rapidly but efficiently, we surveyed back up the 

cave. As Alan coiled the ladder, I measured and 

noted the expedition’s last survey leg, all of 1 metre 

from belay to previous station. We ate some 

chocolate, and fettled our lamps, reminding 

ourselves that just because a cave is easy.... The 

journey out was rapid but steady, and we both felt 

relief that it was over. 

As protection, I had left at the entrance a small 

knapsack, which someone had abandoned at the 

end of the 1994 Berger trip. There was a note from 

Trevor slipped into its strap, to wish us good luck 

and goodbye, as he and Dave started their drive to 

Sweden, to join another caving expedition. In hot 

sunshine, we changed, and packed the car. Back at 

the E6, we turned left, South: “Let’s go to 

Rochdale”, I said. 

Our journey South gave us time for sightseeing. 

Alan had always wanted to see the Troll Wall - a 

climbers’, not its local, name. So, we drove down 

peaceful Romsdal, which starts wide and gentle 

before suddenly realising that if it does not start 

cutting down, it will be hanging when it reaches the 

sea. So, the road and improbably, a railway line, 

suddenly find themselves squeezed into the bottom 

of a spectacular, steeply-descending, and 

extremely beautiful, gorge ending on a narrow 

coastal plain at the port of Andalsnes. We guessed 

that the largest of the huge cliffs is the Troll Wall, in 

deep shadow, its dinosaurean crest of pinnacles 

silhouetted against the sky. 

Head back SE, and another narrow valley ends 

abruptly at a huge headwall up which the 

Trollstiggen zigzags its hairy way. This I9th C. road 

replaces an old, very steep, drove-road, which is 

now a ‘path’ for the intrepid, with hand-chains for 

aid. We grockled at the top, threading past souvenir 

kiosks (and buying postcards) to viewpoints, and 

snapshotting away. 

If any feature is Norway’s most photographed, it is 

the dramatic Hardangerfjord. There were no cruise 

liners on the deep waters far below the viewpoint, 

but it was obvious why they visit the fjord, with its 

near-vertical walls and narrow waterway. The town 

is a tourist trap with expensive-looking hotels, but I 

am sure the price the campsite receptionist quoted 

me for one night with one tent was wrong. “Is she 

selling us the site?”, asked Alan. 

We were becoming pushed for distance and time, 

and pressed on. Our last night in Norway was like 

our first, spent in the back of my hatchback car in a 

forestry lay-by. (We stacked the gear on the front 

seats or behind the car, and I had left the rear seat 

at home.) Only that night was wet, unlike the fine 

Summer weather which greeted our arrival in 

Norway. 

Christmas shopping in Bergen's “Bryggen” (shops 

and galleries in ancient warehouses) a fine blowout 

meal in the ship’s restaurant, beers, music and a 

very entertaining conjuror in its lounge: so my 

seventh Norway Expedition ended. 
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Logbook Extracts 

Easter Sunday - OFD 3 

Les, StopGo, Kath, Cookie, Liz (who?) 

After leaving Crate Chamber before having 

properly sobered up, we proceded west, taking in 

sights such as the famous golden arches, etc ... 

The caving was fun as well and very entertaining, 

with many performances throughout and a 

spectacular demonstration by Kath on how to 

rapidly descend from 8 foot up the tricky climb. I 

struggled with amnesia most of the day - good 

advice would be not to drink 10 pints the previous 

night. 

Easter ‘99 

Ric & Pat Halliwell & Pete Jung & Tony Baly (CPC) 

on annual trip to Mendip. Cuthberts and Swildons 

were as nice as ever. 

Maurice & Judy - Geevor 

Revisited 8 years after the very 1st Tuska Tour. A 

fine museum is no substitute for a mining industry. 

Despite the visitors, it has a melancholic feel. 

Victory Shaft, its cages still intact, sumps at about 

200ft - still, I got my birthday trip - a couple of 

hundred yards of interesting 200 year old levels. 

The museum hopes to open more, funds 

permitting. 

9.4.99 - Mud Sump Pump Fixing Mission 

Jonathan & Malcolm 

As we suspected, the pump was broken, so we 

went to the pub instead. 

9.4.99  Swildons Sump 2 

Debs & Dom 

A gentle pootle to remind ourselves what this 

caving lark is all about. First trip of the year! 

10.4.99 - Longwood/August 

Mark, Dom, Debs, Jonathan, Malcolm 

Outrageous trip to the sump, down Longwood and 

out via an outrageously wet August streamway - 

F*?@ my old fur-lined boots! 

11.4.99 - Swildon’s Mud Sump 

Keith & Paul W 

Quick jolly down to bring back one dead pump. 

14.4.99 - St Lukes 

Why on earth do people want to go to Lodmore? It’s 

full of old men of Mendip wearing their last few 

years out. There’s nothing there - don’t bother. 

Come over to the Millennium dig St Lukes - we 

need assistance - to a degree (Les). St Lukes - 

where the rocks move like a nun’s first curry - don’t 

believe Aubrey - he’s a wimp. If it was loose, it would 

have fallen down long ago. 

17.4.99 - Rhino Rift vs Banwell 

Simon, Andy, Mak & Jo 

It was close, but Rhino won. Quick trip down left- 

hand route, probably spent as much time playing 

around with the lock as in the cave - funny, it took 

me less than five minutes to open the gate after the 

others had gone to fetch WD40 and other key! 

21.4.99 

Lodmore has got a gnome - hmm! - so what? It 

hasn’t even got a grotto. 

17.4.99 - Banwell Bone Cave 

Debs, Dom, Cookie, Brian, Sheila, Maurice, Judy, 

Phil & Pauline 

The Wessex turned up in force to help the Axbridge 

clear 1950’s dig spoil. Spoil was in the west end, 

having come from Baker’s Extension. Hard sweaty 

digging, spoil removed on a chute, to fill a large 

tractor bucket. About 5 tonnes removed by 

lunchtime. A good PR move; now the Axbridge owe 

us one. 

17.4.99 - Banwell Bone Caves 

Pauline Grossart 

Been there, went down it, saw it, seen it! Next?! (and 

I got muddy!) 

24.4.99 - Knockhundred Dinner 

Held at Elstead Inn, West Sussex. A good evening 

was had by all (including the loudest table which, 

yes, you guessed it, Les & Simon were on). The 

Speleo Stone was awarded to Mike York and will 

reside in the Library until next year. Sunday morning 

saw Les, Wendy, Simon, Mak, Jo, Andy & Wendy 

returning to the Elstead to watch Ian, Roz and their 

fellow performers Morris Dancing (a good way to 

work off a hangover - watching). 

2.5.99 - Dan Yr Ogof 

Over 60’s Caving Club (John & Maurice), Saga 

Speleological Society (Alan Goddard) and Wessex 

(messers Foyle & Edge) trip 

Wallowed in a lake or two and banged off some 

photos. Bloody bulb gun failed again. Got conned by 

Foyle into starting the long crawl. Fine pretties, 

especially Straw Chamber. 

9.5.99 - GB Cave 

Lock jammed. UKC asked to call MRO by groups 

inside. BEC member leading the trapped Essex 

cavers. Lock cut off to free them. 
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9.5.99 

Mark Lim & Malcolm Campbell 

Swildon’s trip to sump 2 after Wessex Stomp. 1½ 

hrs as both very tired. Out by 3am. 

24.4.99- 1.5.99 - Majorca 

Cookie & 10 MCG 

Package tour flight to sun & caving. Caving 

everyday if you include the show cave. Bit of 

digging, prospecting, photography & general 

touristing to be followed in the evening by a visit to 

generally excellent restaurants and drinking of 

much Rioja. Very pleasant. Caves visited include 

Campana, Foradada, Tancada, Campanet & Les 

Basses. 

2.5.99 - OFD 1 

Les, Morse, Biff, George (NPC), Stop & Cookie 

Up the streamway to Pie Chamber and back out 

Flood Escape. This time Les kept his feet dry 

across that awkward pool towards the end of Flood 

Escape. The Dry Feet Caving Club rides again. 

3.5.99 - Llygnd Llwchwr 

Les, Morse, Biff, George 

(NPC), Stop & Cookie 

Morse (walk to entrance 

only) 

Excellent mess around. 

Found a dry bypass to sump 

between chambers 1 & 2. 

Although a bit tight and 

would destroy some pretties 

if pushed, visual connection 

was made. 

9.5.99 - Red Quar 

Cookie & Kathy 

An interconnected mess of 

crawly passages with plenty 

of slimey mud to aid 

progress. I wouldn’t like to be 

rescued from the bottom of 

here (oh,well, we’ll leave you 

there then! - Ed). We also 

had a look at Attborough 

Swallet and His Lordship’s 

Hole whilst we were in the 

area. 

18.4.99 - Big Sink, Forest of Dean 

Derek Sanderson & Terry Waller 

We were told by the diggers that we were the first 

'tourists’ to do it. Didn't make the pretties at the end 

due to lack of time - the tight rift in the middle 

requires thinking about. Worth a visit. 

12.5.99 - Rhino Rift 

Derek & Terry 

Will somebody please change the lock as we 

couldn’t open the gate! It’s a long way to come for 2 

pints in the Hunters!! On second thoughts .........  

16.5.99 

Many thanks for an excellent weekend - RDCC 

16.5.99 - Swildons 

Les Williams, Cookie, Ian Chandler – underground 

Roger Stenner - surface sampling 

Trip down to Sump 1 over the heads of outgoing 

weegies. Samples taken at all 10 stations, plus 

temperature and conductivity readings. Then 

samples and readings taken on surface stream. 

15.5.99 - Great Oones & Long Hole 

Les, Cookie, Nathan 

Didn’t see many Oones in this great hole, but we 

saw many ODCC. We carefully hid at the bottom 

but were still found by a profusion of dwarfs - Pete 

Hann, Rich Websell, Keith Fielder, Brian Hansford 

& their illustrious leader Malc Foyle. We retired to 

Long Hole - except Cookie who was trapped by the 

dwarfs - and met up with the ODCC. Nathan was 

dispatched on a rescue mission and found the 

vertically and directionally challenged group almost 

down in the gorge. After pointing them in the correct 

direction we explored Long Hole. Two superb 

caves topped off with a rummage around in 

Gough’s Cave in the evening. Many thanks to Chris 

Castle for his time and effort in making these trips 

possible. 

 

The WCC waiting outside Gough’s Cave 
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16.5.99 (Sunday) 

Bob Scammell received an incoming telephone call 

from Australia, enquiring the progress of St Lukes - 

he lied, and lied and lied for about 20 minutes or 

more. Then on Monday he sent letter number 2 to 

Australia accompanied by photos of the ‘secret 

breakthrough’ - long-distance wind-up. Max is due 

an award. 

19.5.99 - St Lukes 

Bob S, Bean, Paul, Steve & Aubrey 

Got a big one out by drilling a hole and threading a 

rope. Made the scaffold bend. Progress slow but 

steady downwards. 

20.5.99 - Swildons 

Mark, Bean & Nathan (prospective member) 

Working trip to re-fit Mud Sump Pump. Job done! 

Hose now needs replacing. Luckily we know a man 

who can. 

5.6.99 - Longwood 

Cookie, Pat, Rosie, Vern, Jonathan, Cookie 

Quick trip to enjoy the wet conditions. Vern has 

been paying some attention to lifelining techniques, 

but now, instead of throwing it down and holding 

one end, he has developed the technique of 

threading it through the ladder! Pay more attention 

at the lectures!! 

Whitsun Bank Holiday - WCC trip to N. Wales 

Involving upto 18 club members 

Various trips to ODB, Hesp Alyn, Milwr Tunnel, etc. 

A successful meet made even better by the 

amenable landlord who, at the last minute, 

provided a ‘1st-class’ breakfast (so I’m told, as 

some of us ‘roughed it’ with our Trangias and 

sizzling bacon!). More details will be in a 

forthcoming Journal, but a return visit is planned. 

SOON! 

1.6.99 - Swils Sump 2 

Bean, Mark & Dave 

What! Through Sump 1 on a Tuesday. EUAGH. 

4.6.99 - Rhino Left-Hand Route 

Quick trip to check the P-hangers ... whatever next 

on a Friday night. 

30.5.99 - OFD 

John T, Mike T & No. 1 Leader, Malc Foyle 

2½ hrs of utter bliss climbing over chasms far and 

wide. Some of the areas I had not been back to for 

over 35 years - until now. 

Please remember that the Logbook is part of 

the Club's history, so please put all of your trips 

and caving exploits into it so that future cavers 

can look back and reminisce! 

Caving 
Events 

July 

7th Opening night, Floyd Collins musical, 

The Bridewell Theatre, London 

12th/16th NSS Convention, Twin Falls, Idaho 

17th The Ashes, Cricket Match and BBQ 

24th Challenge & Stomp (Axbridge C G) 

August 

9th/20th WCC Slovenia Expedition 

28th/30th North Wales, Rhosesmor 

September 

2nd/3rd Cave Art, exhibition, Cheddar 

10th/12th BCRA, Hidden Earth, Leeds 

24th/27th NAMHO ’99 Conference, 

Forest of Dean 

October 

2nd/3rd WCC Rescue Practice 

3rd/30th Brush with Darkness ‘2’ 

16th/17th AGM & Annual Dinner 

November 

1st/7th First European Cave Rescue 

Symposium, Göppinggen 

Southern Germany 

13th/14th DCA/NCA Cavers Workshop, 

Pindale Farm, Castlton 

2000 

July 

14th/18th Inter NAMHO 2000 Truro 

Summer 
Cavers Fair 2000 Derbyshire 

Rescon 2000 Derbyshire 

September 
Hidden Earth 2000 
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