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EDITORIAL 
 

THE news that Fairy Quarry Caves are not now to become part of a "leisure" development, the planning 

application having been turned down, no doubt comes as a relief to most cavers. Now what, though? It 

would be very pleasant to be able to announce the return of cavers' access to the area - under the old 

arrangement I am entitled to lead trips in Fairy / Hillier’s Cave (though none of the others) - but that is all a 

bit academic now. I recall Graham Price telling me about a year ago at least, that even the Cerberus cannot 

go in just to recover digging gear. I thought it sadly ironic that among those barred from their own club's 

project happens to be the National Caving Association's Conservation & Access Officer. 

 

The Fairy Cave Quarry caves are not alone in this, of course. Bar Pot, over which the appellants especially, 

became practically libellous in their fight; Lamb Leer, in a different and altogether more civilised way; 

Craig-ar-Ffynnon, a source of rumours... all symptomatic of very worrying trends in caving. Such trends 

are well-known in many sports and pursuits: the commercial interests wait until the amateur participants 

have developed the activity to a point at which it becomes worthwhile for the commercial bodies to take 

over. 

 

Ironically, commercial development of caving (by show-cave or by "adventure" development), must by its 

very nature be dependant on cavers generally. Someone has to explore and extol the virtues of the caves 

first! I must make one thing quite clear. I am not against show-caves as such, with a few obvious 

reservations which I no doubt share with most cavers. Indeed, in most cases, relations between the cave 

owners and the caving fraternity are very good, and where problems have occurred, it almost certainly as a 

result of irresponsible behaviour by cavers. 

 

So if show-cave development is not itself the villain of the piece (given continued reasonable cavers' 

access, and a respect by the owners for the cave itself), what is? 

 

In my view, commercial caving is the far greater threat. This point was also made recently in Committee, by 

Mike York predicting caving going the way of the entrepreneur. That particular discussion was brief, 

simply to guide Club representatives to CSCC meetings, but it raised the grim spectre of the "adventure" 

trade gaining control of access to caves, then preventing all but their paying customers from visiting the 

hole. 

 

If this occurs, then the mere fact of "money talking" will be all that is needed to persuade the less-thoughtful 

- or less-scrupulous - few cavers around to betray all of us. If cavers wish to be paid leaders (or show-cave 

staff, come to that), that is up to them, as long as this has no effect on the rest of us. If however, any caver or 

adventure-operator intends to monopolise caving for commercial ends, then they must be resisted with all 

possible and practicable means. Such people would not be welcome. 

 

THIS may be my penultimate Editorial: it's time, I feel, for A.N. Other to continue the Gold Dragon / Red 

Dragon sparring match! (I may disagree fundamentally with the latter's "political" opinions, but I will stress 

I have only great respect for its Editor.). Seriously though other commitments (including a WCC 

Occasional Publication) mean less and less time to devote to this Journal. Also I feel it deserves a change 

every few years to keep it fresh: especially in view of the quality of current and promised papers. Finally, I 

set out with certain technical aims. I have not fulfilled these 100% (to claim that would be a sign of 

complacency, a grave sin!) but I feel that I have reached as near as I practically can. 

 

Cont. on -p197 
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NEW MEMBERS. 

The Wessex Cave Club Welcomes:- 
 

ROBERT LINDSEY BREBNER. 55 Atbara Road, Teddington, Middlesex TW11 9PA. 

RICHARD MICHAEL CAREY. 180 Newbridge Road, St. Annes, Bristol BS4 4DS. 

CHRISTOPHER EDWARD KEMMY. 40 Wiltshire Road, Orpington, Kent BR6 0EY. 

CHRISTOPHER LOWE. 12 Parliament Street, Crediton, Devon EX17 2BP. 

BEVERLEY ANNE AUTOFT. 49 Greenbank Avenue, Greenbank, Bristol BS5 6EP. 

SUSAN HANNAH BONAR. 1 Calcott Road, Knowle, Bristol. 

GEORGE WILLIAM LITTLETON. 2 Sopwith Avenue, Chessington, Surrey KT9 1QE. 

STUART GENDERS. 3 Bakewell Road, Inkersall, Chesterfield, Derbyshire. 

GRANT LINDSAY. 8 Smedley Street East, Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 3FQ. 

KEITH NEIL SAVORY. "Constantine", Lower New Road, Cheddar, Somerset BS27 3DY. 

 

JOINT MEMBERSHIP: 

Lynne Robinson and Vaughan Thomas have become Joint Members, and wish to be addressed as L & T 

VAUGHAN-ROBINSON. 

 

 

 

CLUB NEWS 
 

COMMITTEE CHANGES. 

 

From the Committee Meeting of 25th June 1988, Pete Watts and Pete Hann have stepped down. By 

co-option, Nick Pollard has become Caving Secretary, and Doug Adams Sales Officer, until the A.G.M., 

when they may of course put themselves for election in the usual way. The loss of the two Petes meant that 

the Hut Building Committee had to be revised. It was decided to re-staff it afresh, and is now Jim Moon, 

Malcolm Foyle, Duncan Frew, Dave Morrison, Graham Johnson. 

 

The same Meeting also investigated members' qualms regarding administrative difficulties, and these were 

found to have arisen largely from problems of communications, so have been dealt with accordingly. 

 

REMINDERS 

 

As there seem to have been instances of people forgetting to sign the Hut register on arrival, the Committee 

asks everyone to remember to sign in, please. 

 

WOULD Proposers / Seconders of applicants please see the postcode is given with the applicant's address, 

on Membership Forms? 

 

 

MENDIP 

 

GOUGH'S CAVE 

 

On the weekend of 25/26th June, a massive effort resulted in the CDG advancing a good bit further 

upstream in the large, but deep and technically very severe, river passage. Full reports are naturally for the 

divers to give, suffice it to say it is very pleasant to pass on Duncan Frew's observation that the WCC was 

very well represented; diving, as well as sherpas. A magnificent project: we await the divers' reports with 

great interest. 
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CAVES of PERIGORD, FRANCE 
 

Rob Taviner 

Part 1 

 

 

A large WCC contingent visited Perigord and the Causse de Gramat between 14th and 29th August 1987. It 

is hoped that this article will act as a guide to the area for future visitors, by recommending certain caves 

whilst at the same time listing sites that are perhaps better avoided. 

 

Personnel on the trip were:- 

 

Pete Hann, Sandra McKenzie, Rich Websell, Sarah Dore, Malcolm Foyle, Fiona Lewis, Gordon Kaye, 

Lynne Crockart, Gary Smith, Maggie McPherson, Duncan Frew, Geoff Newton, Rob Taviner, Nigel 

Graham, Dave Pike (BEC) and Nina Wilson 

 

 

 

 

 

PERIGORD 

 

 

Perigord lies within the department of Dordogne in the west of the Central Massif. It is an area of dry 

plateaux intersected by deeply cut river valleys such as the Dordogne, Vezere and Auvezere. The region is 

justly famous for its many prehistoric sites including the caves of Lascaux, Rouffignac and 

Font-de-Gaume, renowned worldwide for their cave paintings and engravings. There are many beautiful 

caves including Grotte de Grand Roc and Gouffre de Proumeyssac and 17 caves exceed lKm; Grotte de 

Villars at l0Km, Trou du Vent de Bouzic l0Km and Grotte de Rouffignac 7Km, being the longest. The 

Source de la Doux de Coly lies near Montignac, its single sump recently dived for 3,100m, thus making it 

the longest known sump in the world. Although it does not contain any deep systems, Perigord can justly 

claim its place amongst the major caving areas of France. 

 

The Karst of Perigord can be split into three distinct sections. The Causse Perigourdin is a long escarpment 

traversing the region from NW-SE, comprised of essentially carbonate Jurassic and Liassic rock. It is the 

most important Karst region in Perigord with classic surface and underground features and contains Grotte 

de Villars (l0Km), Trou du Vent de Bouzic (l0Km) , Trou de la Miette (4.5Km), Russeau Souterrain de 

Sarconnat (3Km) , Source de la Doux de Coly (3Km) and Riviere Souterraine de la Reille (2Km). 

 

To the south of the Causse Perigord lies the largest area of Karst in Perigord encompassing the regions of 

Riberacois, Perigord Central and Sarladais, and composed of relatively young Cretaceous limestone. The 

area is rich in caves, but apart from the complex Grotte de Rouffignac (7Km) the caves in the main form 

limited local drainage systems. Surface features are sparse. The caves are generally short, but extensive 

systems do occur including Grotte de la Messandie (1.4Km), Grotte de la Caudon (1.3Km), Grotte de 

Devigne (lKm) and Grotte de Dourniac (lKm). The major prehistoric sites lie within this region. 

 

The third area of karst is in the region of Berginacois which is comprised mostly of Tertiary carbonate. The 

caves in this area are almost all horizontal, the most important being Font-Anguillere (3.6Km). 
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GROTTE DU GRAND ROC 

 

 

This cave, discovered in 1924 consists of a single chamber reached by an artificial tunnel. The chamber is 

extremely well decorated and features hundreds of large and magnificent helictites, for which the cave is 

famous. The cave management readily consented to a reduction in price for our party and helpfully 

assigned an English speaking guide to us. The artificial tunnel is followed for 30m to where it opens out in 

the chamber. A circular tour is conducted around the chamber for a distance of about 100m. The formations 

are protected by wire caging, an unnecessary precaution in many caves, here the formations are so 

vulnerable it is essential and does not greatly detract from the cave's beauty. The guide's talk concentrated 

on the formation of the helictites and discussed at length the latest French theories. He was helpful and 

informative and clearly knew what he was talking about. The cave is lit by electric light, but by turning off 

each set as we passed the algae problem was reduced to a minimum. It is clear that the cave owners and 

employees genuinely care about the cave and make every effort to make the tour interesting and 

informative. Although only of short length the cave is beautiful and well run and is worth a visit. 

 

 

 

MUSEUM OF SPELEOLOGY 

 

 

Founded in 1970 and run by the Speleo-Club de Perigueux, this museum makes an interesting detour. The 

museum is housed in the 15th Century fortress, the Fort du Roc de Tayac, which consists of four chambers 

cut out of the rock. An entrance fee is charged to the public, the money being re-invested in the museum. 

The fee was waived for our party. The exhibits include a selection of items pertaining to speleology, 

including hardware old and new, cave minerals, flora and fauna and models explaining the geology and 

formation of caves. There are also some interesting photographs of historical and caving importance. 

 

 

 

GROTTE DE ROUFFIGNAC 

 

 

The cave known to cavers as the Grotte de Miremont, is a unique complex some 7Km in length and is 

internationally famous. Known since the 15th Century, the cave was entered by Martel in 1893 and 

systematically explored by the Speleo-Club de Perigueux in 1940's. The cave is renowned for its prehistoric 

cave paintings and engravings - depicting horses, ibex, rhinoceros, bison and especially mammoths - dating 

from the Magdalenian period. In 1956 a detailed inventory of the engravings was carried out and the 

quantity discovered earned the cave the alternative name of "Cave of a Hundred Mammoths". The cave 

which is now open as a show cave is classed as a Historic Monument. The guides are trained under the 

supervision of the Speleo-Club de Perigeux. 

 

Well it sounds good, but it isn't. The tour is conducted by electric train and takes in the main passages which 

are mostly large and dry (30ft x 20ft). Suspicions are first aroused when the guide explains that a group of 

singularly unimpressive mud mounds are in fact bear's nests. The journey is about two miles in length and 

the train is halted at various locations to point out engravings. These are without exception, poorly lit, 

making it difficult to see any details. 
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I was told that the reason for the poor lighting was for conservation, no doubt learnt from Lascaux, but 

judging by the amount of graffiti covering the walls and engravings, it seems to be a case of shutting the 

stable door after the horse has bolted. The final chamber has several animal paintings, again obscured by 

graffiti. There is some controversy surrounding the authenticity of the paintings, which is not surprising. 

Did I really see a prehistoric painting overlying 1930's graffiti, or was this just an hallucination brought on 

by boredom? Don’t waste your money. 

 

 

 

SOURCE DE LA DOUX DE COLY 

 

 

This is one of the most important resurgences in France, the furthest point reached in its single sump being 

3100m from base, thus making it the longest known sump in the world. The cave, the entrance to which is a 

large circular clear blue pool, was first penetrated in the 1960’s. Subsequent dives increased the length and 

depth until, in 1984, two pushes using underwater scooters were made reaching first 2630m and finally 

3100m from base. The final dive time was ten hours 45 minutes including decompression. The maximum 

depth reached was -57m and the average depth about -50m. At the furthest point the depth is only -32m and 

rising, so the sump may well break soon. The cave is on private land and access is restricted. 

 

 

 

GROTTE DE LA MESSANDIE 

 

 

This horizontal resurgence cave, 1385m long, is located near the hamlet of Messandie near Rouffignac and 

is notable for its fine white formations and its abundance of mud. We were the first foreigners to visit the 

cave, which impressed the landowners, one of whom led us to the entrance which is in a wood. A small 

entrance slot leads through a series of muddy chambers to a larger passage. A chamber with fine, large 

columns and curtains is soon reached and this makes the start of a remarkable passage. For several hundred 

metres, the cave is incredibly well decorated with literally thousands of straws and columns. Unfortunately, 

progress through the cave is hindered by deep liquid mud and inevitably some of the formations have 

suffered. Towards the end of the cave, the passage increases in size before eventually splitting into several 

small routes. No tackle is required for the trip which takes about two to three hours. Although not a major 

cave by French standards, it is worth a visit if you are in the area. 

 

 

 

GROTTE DE LA CAUDON 

 

 

Due to a profusion of holes in the area and following rather vague directions, it took us a while to find this 

cave. Whilst searching for the cave some of our party were accosted by a gentleman claiming to be the 

Novice Training Officer for Speleo-Club de Perigueux, who insisted on searching the car for hammer and 

chisels, claiming foreign cavers had been removing stal from the cave. Eventually, another group of French 

cavers directed us to the entrance. The cave, explored in 1952 is a complex series of passages, 1300m in 

length. It is very disappointing with only a few interesting features, it is dry throughout. A walk-in entrance 

leads to a flat out crawl to a larger passage and a cross-rift. To the left is a blind series, not worth visiting 

and inhabited by bats. Straight on leads via a crawl to a large passage with a small lake. At the end of this 

passage an easy climb up of 20ft leads to a high level passage which is followed for a few hundred feet to a 

traverse over a hole and a further, but more awkward climb of 20ft to the largest and most interesting series 

of passages in the cave. Apart from a magnificent helictite wall in the furthest reaches, the cave is 

unimpressive, the majority of the stal being old, broken and dried out. We didn't find any evidence 

suggesting the removal of formations by foreigners, although there is a lot of graffiti - ALL in French. 
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Whilst trying to locate the cave, we came across a large entrance which led to the foot of a fine waterworn 

daylight shaft, 50ft high and 20ft in diameter. A passage to the right led out of the cave to a further shaft of 

about 50ft which we didn't descend. 

 

 

KEY TO THE CAVES ON LOCATION MAP 1 

 

1. Grotte de la Messandie 

2. Grotte de Rouffignac 

3. Grotte du Grand Roc 

4. Grotte de Lascaux 

5. Le Doux de Coly 

6. Gouffre de Proumeyssac 

7. Grotte de Font-de-Gaume 

8. Grotte de la Caudon 

9. Trou du Vent 

10. Gouffre du Limon 

11. Fontaine St. Georges 

12. Grottes de Lacave/Igue de St. Sol/Grotte de Combe Cullier 

13. Gouffre de Roque-de-Cor 

14. Gouffre de Padirac 

15. Gouffre du Reveillon 

16. Gouffre du Saut de la Pucelle 

17. Gouffre de Cabouy 

18. Les Vitarelles 

19. Gouffre de Theminees 

20. Gouffre de Theminettes 

21. Igue de Viazac 

22. Peche-Merle Cave 
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LOATION & PLAN OF GROTTE DE LA CAUDON
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50 YEARS AGO 
 

From W.C.C. CIRCULARS Nos. 32 - 36 (March - July 1938) respectively. 

 

These were primarily administrative, 32 was simply a meets list. Planned meets included an invitation to 

join Gerard Platten on a S. Wales trip, an invitation to join a B.S.A. Easter trip to Belgium, and (rather 

appropriately considering present club members’ involvement in the CDG project now on) a visit to the 

further reaches of Gough’s Cave. 

 

A "Memorandum on the Use of club Gear" was circulated, explaining the rather involved (from a 1988 

viewpoint) Bye-laws governing this. Parties using club gear in Swildons, Lamb Leer, Eastwater or Cow 

Hole had to include "a member qualified for the cave it is proposed to visit". Special permission in any case 

applied to using gear in Cow Hole (ALL together, "Yeugh!... "), as the cave was "condemned" - very loose. 

Not surprisingly these Bye-laws led to some misunderstanding, so it was explained that their function was 

in fact to assist newer members to gain tackling experience: the "qualification" was simply a demonstrable 

ability to ladder the cave in question. 

 

More to the point was a "Rough Sketch Survey" of the extension in Eastwater Cavern, entered by C.P. 

Weaver and G.B. Bowen on 27th February 1938. 

 

Among the Meets lists were three Swildons trips: 

 "Trip 1 - For Novices only. 

 Trip 2 - Through The Sump. 

 Trip 3 - For Experienced Members only." 

One is intrigued: just what Machiavellian mystery tour was trip 3 . . ? 

 

Finally, Ken & Mary Humphries were congratulated on the birth of a daughter. 

 

 

WCC DINNER 16th October 1988 
 

Star Hotel, Wells 
 

 

 

UPPER PITTS PROGRESS. 

 

The Spring Bank Holiday week, following a preparatory working-weekend, saw a Massive effort by 

contractors and members. Dave Morrison's builders erected and rendered the walls for the new ladies' 

dormitory, and carried out the bulk of the plastering. The second weekend, the Club Weekend which itself 

was a well-attended, highly-successful event, was notable for the work accomplished. Working very hard 

for very long hours, fortified by a Jim Rands chilli, Dave and his crew with Murray Knapp & Paul Lambert 

labouring, earned not a little admiration from a very grateful Wessex. 

 

The builders finished about three on Sunday afternoon: then went to Sump One, on their first trip, with 

Dave, Paul and NG.! 

 

The Hon. Chairman, Hon. Editor and a couple of other members were clearing rubble from the Hut 

grounds... 

 

Member, looking at rubble heap, "It’s a big pile isn’t it?" 

Hon Chairman, "We'll ask the Hon. Editor to edit it!" 

Hon Editor, "I’d better not - it would probably get bigger." 
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Letters to the Editor 
 

LLANGATTOCK HUT 

 

Dear Editor, 

 

Many years ago, around the time that the Wessex built Upper Pitts, a significant group of members had 

plans to build an alternative club cottage "over the bridge" in South Wales. Nothing came of this as funds 

for our Mendip "Palace" were a priority. 

 

In the last two years members of both the Wessex and the B.E.C. have again been very active in the 

principality, putting many hours' hard work into Daren Cilau. As the Chelsea's cottage at Whitewalls is too 

small to provide parking and clothing storage - or even a "booking board" for Daren trips - for the large 

number of visitors, perhaps the time has come for a second hostel in the area. 

 

A new hostel, sited somewhere near the gas pumping station, and run jointly by the several clubs interested 

in the area, might even be welcomed by the residents! Such a project should also attract the backing of the 

National Park authority, in view of its remit to encourage recreational access. The snag is that it would have 

no effect on the myriads of climbers and poorly-led groups who frequent the escarpment. 

 

Regards, 

Pete Cousins 

Lichfield, Staffordshire. 

 

 

 

 

SPOT-THE-DELIBERATE-ERROR... 

 

Dear Editor, 

I note that my chronological precedence over such youngsters as Balch, Stanton, Cullingford, et al, has 

finally been acknowledged. I hope my friends will make allowance, when proposing 200m descents or 

dashes into Daren Cilau, for my enormous age (well on the wrong side of 90). 

 

Since I do not recall the year 1896, I cannot be quite certain who led the ensuing expedition, though the 

name of Paul Weston is slightly familiar to me. I do recall Swildons before the blockhouse, the Forty 

without the pipe and Aggie without the gate, but these are not unique experiences. I propose to check with 

Hanwell (or Baker) and shall provide a daguerrotype in evidence. 

 

R.G. Lewis (Leader, above expedition (China)) 

Bristol. 

 

P.S. 

 

In my capacity as a very senior caver, may I take this opportunity of instructing you to remove all 

unnecessary cave gates? My rheumatism makes it exceedingly hard to force the locks off, nowadays! 

 

(Oops, sorry about that slip. And, yes, we can print pictures, so colour or monochrome prints, 

transparencies AND Daguerrotypes all welcome! -Editor.) 
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MENDIP RESCUE ORGANIZATION 

 

Report by the Hon. Secretary and Treasurer for the Year ending 31st December 1987 

 

 

December was the only month in which we did not receive a rescue call. As the accompanying log of 

incidents shows, we had the busiest year ever. It is hoped that these reports will be circulated and 

republished by clubs so that cavers may draw their own conclusions about the causes of accidents. It is vital 

that we all learn from mistakes to minimise call-outs in future. Each new generation of cavers has a bigger 

fund of past information to help them. Books such as the Cave Rescue Organisation’s Race Against Time 

by Jim Eyre and John Frankland (Lyon, 1988) are major contributions to the development and 

improvement of caving. Our own records on Mendip are now reaching a point where particular causes and 

effects can be identified, and an unusual number of repeated incidents have occurred, even during the year. 

But almost anything can happen, of course, and completely new situations must be expected and dealt with. 

 

The most unexpected event was the demolition of the Belfry Store roof during severe gales last March. By 

agreement with the Bristol Exploration Club, we were able to contribute to its repair and particular thanks is 

due to all who rallied to our own rescue, especially Dany Bradshaw and Fred Davies. We now have a more 

secure store with a better layout inside. 

 

Expected events such as the meetings of the British Cave Rescue Council and South West England Rescue 

Association have all gone well. Even the weather turned up trumps for the splendid BCRC Conference 

organised by the South Wales CRO. Many will know that we demonstrated the Kirby Morgan Sump 

Rescue equipment and underwater recovery techniques on this occasion. Particular thanks should be given 

to those CDG members who have troubled to take the lead in the practical aspects of such work. Talking 

about it and certainly pontificating are not substitutes for developing suitable equipment and training with 

it. We learn most from the latter and those prepared to take carefully calculated risks. So it was last 

November. 

 

Dr. Peter Glanvill gave a very useful series of First Aid talks during the Spring but we could have done 

without the uncanny coincidence of actual rescues following each one. Not content with the real thing, 

some Wardens have taken part in BBC TV productions; the one worth mentioning being Sid Perou's epics 

in reliving the diving epics of the past down Swildons and in Wookey Hole Caves. These largely explain 

the very healthy state of MRO funds as the accounts below show. Richard West should be nominated for 

special effects director of the year whilst Bob Cork and Dany Bradshaw must be high on the ratings for best 

actors! As they say at the awards: "Thanks to everyone for all their good work in keeping the show on the 

road". 

 



 

184 

 

MENDIP RESCUE ORGANISATION 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31st 1987 

 

 1986 

 £  £ £ £ 

  Income 

 

  Donations:- 

 

 570 General appeal  901 

 243 Collection boxes  152 

 270 Rescued parties  208 1,261 

 

 141 Hire of M.R.O. Nife Cells   287 

 40 Sale of equipment   - 

 200 BEC Berger Expedition   - 

 467 Surplus on Jubilee celebrations   - 

 46 Bank deposit interest   103 

 --------    -------- 

 1,977    1,651 

 --------    -------- 

 

 

  EXPENDITURE 

 

  Equipment:- 

 

 98 Radios 140 

 208 General hauling 133 

 176 Wookey Hole operations - 273 

   -------- 

  Medical supplies  44 

  Belfry store repairs  53 

 60 Insurance of equipment  90 

 52 Postage, stationery and 

  duplicating  63 

 

  Donations:- 

 

 10 S.W.E.R.A. 10 

 10 B.C.R.C. 20 

   -------- 30 

 

 41 Meeting expenses  22 575 

 --------   -------- 

 655 

 --------    -------- 

 £l,322 Surplus for year   £1,076 

 --------    -------- 
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MENDIP RESCUE ORGANISATION 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT DECEMBER 31, 1987 

1986 

 

 £ Current Assets £ £ 

 

  Balance at bank:- 

 

 1,600 Deposit account 2,400 

 533 Current account 815 3,215 

 --------  -------- 

 2,133 

 

 14 Cash with Hon. Treasurer and Equipment Warden  8 

 --------   -------- 

 £2,147   £3,223 

 --------   -------- 

 

  Representing:- 

 

  Accumulated Funds 

 

 825 Balance at January 1, 1987  2,147 

 1,322 Surplus for year  1,076 

 --------   -------- 

 £2,147  £3,223 

 --------  -------- 

 

 

J. D. Hanwell, 

Hon. Treasurer, 

50 Wells Road, 

Wookey Hole. 

 

 

I have reviewed the above Balance Sheet and attached Income and Expenditure Account which have been 

prepared from the books and records of the Mendip Rescue Organisation. In my opinion, and to the best of 

my knowledge, the accounts give a true and fair view of the state of the Organisation's funds as at 

December 31, 1987 and of the surplus for the year ended on that date. 

 

 

 

R. Chant ACA, FTII 

Bali, 

Milton Lane, 

Wells, 

BA5 2QS. 

 

March 1988 
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MENDIP RESCUE ORGANNIZATION 

 

Cave Rescues and Incidents for the Year ending 31st December 1987 

 

 

The nineteen incidents during the year are a record, being two more than occurred in the previous "bad 

year" of 1972. Falls resulting in fractures and other serious injuries were the highest ever. As the following 

list shows, the seventeenth and eighteenth days of months were strangely jinxed! 

 

 

Sat 1st Jan Swildon's Hole 2+ Overdue  

Sun 18th Jan Swildon's Hole 1 No dive sump (11) 

Sun 25th Jan Eastwater Cavern 3 Overdue  

Mon 2nd Feb Cheddar Cliffs  Goat  

Sun 15th Feb Blackmoor Swallet  Dog  

Mon 30th Mar Gough's Cave 1 Stuck, CO2 risk (7) 

Sat 25th Apl Rod's Pot 1 Fall, broken ankle (14) 

Sun 17th May North Hill Swallet 1 Fall, broken arm (2) 

Sun 17th May Rod's Pot 1 Fall, fractured leg (6) 

Sun 21st Jun Rod's Pot 1 Fall, broken ankle (6) 

Mon 22nd Jun Swildon's Hole 2+ Overdue  

Sun 5th Jul Cheddar Cliffs  Goat  

Fri 17th Jul Swildon's Hole 1 Fall, back injury (9) 

Thu 6th Aug Swildon's Hole 2+ Overdue  

Thu 17th Sep Goatchurch Cavern 1 Torn muscles (6) 

Sat 10th Oct Singing River Mine 4 Lost, lights f. (6) 

Sat 17th Oct Swildon's Hole 1 Dislocated shoulder (15) 

Sun 8th Nov Longwood Swallet 1 Fall, fractured skull and wrist (4) 

Wed 18th Nov Wookey Hole Cave 1 Diver resuscitated  

 

 

Figures in brackets are the numbers going underground where appropriate. 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 10th January Swildon's Hole 

 

Brian Prewer received a call after 8 p.m. from Robin Main at Manor Farm, Priddy. He was concerned about 

a party reported to him as overdue from a "short round trip". Brian contacted Jeff Price at Upper Pitts and a 

Wessex team was put on standby. After several calls it was ascertained that the party concerned had been 

seen underground making slow progress. They had been in the cave for about 9 hours and as it was getting 

late, Jeff and a party of three set off to assist. The overdue cavers were met crossing the fields. They came 

from Wokingham and had been delayed by one of the larger members of the party at the squeezes. No 

information had been left on the surface about the trip nor an ETA given. 
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Sunday 18th January Swildon's Hole 

 

Yeovil Police contacted Fred Davies at 2.40 p.m. The informant at the New Inn, Priddy, reported that 

18-year old Robert Duffren from Bristol had dived through Sump One but had lost his nerve for the return 

trip. He was one of a party of three well equipped cavers, all wearing wet suits. 

 

Fred alerted Pete Hann at Upper Pitts who organised a Wessex team to make contact with the stranded 

caver and give assistance. This group, comprising Pete Hann, Geoff Newton, Robin Taviner, Malcolm 

Foyle and Fiona Lewis went down the cave at about 3 p.m. A second party assembled at the Belfry with 

comforts and the sump rescue gear: this included Dany Bradshaw, Stuart McManus, Pete Macnab, Tim 

Gould and Edric Hobbs. Brian Prewer set up a radio link at Priddy Green and Tony Jarratt took control at 

the Belfry end. The second party went underground at 4.10 p.m., followed by Fred Davies and Brian 

Workman with the Hot Air kit half-an-hour later. A member of the original party who had stayed with 

Robert Duffren in Swildons Two surfaced at 5.15 p.m. and reported the reluctant caver to be "very cold and 

distressed". 

 

The arrival of determined rescuers worked wonders for "morale", however, as it has often done in the past 

with people in the same predicament! Despite the experience, Robert Duffren's sense of humour did not 

desert him as the accompanying cartoon shows. All were out of the cave by 5.35 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 25th January Eastwater Cavern 

 

A Mrs Stevens from Worcester rang Yeovil Police early in the evening expressing concern because her son 

Richard had not yet returned home from a trip down the cave with two friends. She thought that they had 

gone underground the previous day and had expected them home during Sunday morning. No other details 

were known, except that the party could have been travelling in a "C" registered Ford Escort. The Police 

contacted Brian Prewer at 5.10 p.m. and enquiries for the missing party were made at Upper Pitts and the 

Belfry. These were hampered because of industrial action in British Telecom at the time. 

 

Whilst the names Richard and Steven were found on separate information boards in the huts, the lack of 

surnames made this line of enquiry fruitless. A beige Ford Escort was located but did not belong to any of 

the missing cavers. After almost an hour chasing such slender leads, Richard Stevens rang in to say that the 

BT action had prevented him contacting his mother to let her know that he and his friends were staying on 

Mendip during the Sunday to have another trip down Eastwater. It would have been more helpful if this 

party had used their full names on the noticeboards and Richard had not entered up the nickname "Fred"! 
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Monday 2nd February Cheddar Cliffs 

 

At 11 a.m. Taunton Police were informed that a goat had fallen off the Pinnacles and was trapped on a ledge 

about 100 feet down, apparently unharmed. The owner, Mr. Thomas Cambridge, was unable to retrieve it 

and had contacted Chris Bradshaw and Tim Large at Cheddar Caves for help. It was agreed with Guy 

Summers of the Cheddar Gorge Cliff Rescue Team that the cavers on the spot would deal with the situation. 

MRO equipment was collected by Nigel Taylor, and Chris Castle with Phil and Lillian Romford joined the 

recovery party. After a quick course in SRT and a bit of coaxing, the goat, "Gamma", was successfully 

returned to a grateful owner by 2.30 p.m. As the local press put it: "The nanny goat had her own nurse in 

attendance during the rescue. Chris Castle, who works at Cheddar Caves, was a dairy herdsman before 

joining the staff!" 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 15th February Blackmoor Swallet 

 

A dog being walked at Charterhouse fell down the entrance shaft and the owner, Mrs Gilraine, informed the 

Police. P.C. Gerry Brice went to the incident and requested that MRO assisted. A party of Wessex cavers 

from Upper Pitts recovered the dog unharmed and were suitably rewarded with free beer. 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 30th March Gough's Cave 

 

A case of "nurse" getting his own medicine! Though it was not so funny at the time. Not content with being 

accidentally locked in Cox's Cave during the day, Chris Castle became stuck in deep mud whilst digging in 

Far Rift after work. From past experience of this constricted site, it was realised that the stagnant air would 

soon become foul. Tom Chapman raised the alarm with Yeovil Police and Brian Prewer was informed at 9 

p.m. of the problem. It was decided to mobilise as many air bottles as possible in case the sump rescue kit 

had to be used.Bob Drake and Richard Stevenson had a number of fully charged bottles and 30 were at the 

cave within 30 minutes of the call-out. Bob Cork and Dany Bradshaw were asked to attend whilst Tim 

Large and Andy Sparrow attempted to haul the luckless Chris out of his predicament. Brian Prewer. 

Richard West and Jim Hanwell followed to sherpa equipment to the scene as necessary. 

 

Just as the air started to become foul, Chris was extricated from the muddy squeeze. Everyone was stood 

down by 9.45 p.m., in good time for Chris to celebrate having been rescued twice in one day from two 

caves: something of a record in itself! 
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Saturday 25th April Rod's Pot 

 

Jonathan Ardrey, a 15-year old Venture Scout from Wokingham, on his first caving trip, slipped just inside 

the entrance and broke his ankle. Brian Prewer was alerted by the Police at 11.35 a.m. Tony Jarratt went 

straight to Burrington with the Mager stretcher, plaster and medication. He was accompanied by Jane 

Jarratt, Steve Milner, Mark Lumley, Tim Gould and Dave Shand. A party from Upper Pitts followed 

comprising: Duncan Frew, Pete Hann, Geoff Newton, Pete Hopkins, Richard Payne, Andy Middleton, 

Richard Neville-Dore, Pete and Alison Moody. Brian Prewer set up radio communications on the surface. 

 

The rescue team went underground at 12.10 p.m. Duncan Frew and Pete Hann plastered the injured leg with 

the aid of a bottle of lemon squash and the patient was hauled out on a stretcher to the awaiting ambulance 

by 1.05 p.m. The upper passage was used to avoid the right angled bends in the lower route. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 17th May North Hill Swallet 

 

After seeking permission from the Gibbons family, a party of four from West London Caving Club 

descended the cave at about 1 p.m. A ladder and double life-line was used from an iron bar placed across 

the concrete pipes at the top of the entrance shaft, in the normal way. Brian Tidbury was first to ascend the 

pitch on the way out around 5 p.m. Within about 5 feet of the belay, the bar suddenly came loose and he fell 

to the bottom sustaining cuts, severe bruising and a fractured arm. The party was now marooned: cries for 

help went unheard on the surface, and attempts to free climb from the rift into the smooth pipes had to be 

abandoned. It had not been a lucky day on the farm either as Mrs Dorothy Gibbons was badly injured in an 

accident with a mower and had been taken for emergency treatment by the family to Bristol. No one was at 

hand to realise the predicament of the West London cavers. They had an enforced wait for an anxious seven 

hours. It was after returning from Bristol at about midnight that an alert Mr. Gibbons spotted their car in the 

yard, realised that something was untoward and had the good sense to cross the field and peer down the 

shaft. He raised the alarm from Upper Pitts 5 minutes later and the Police alerted MRO through Brian 

Prewer. 

 

Parties from Wessex were there to assist within minutes. The pitch was rerigged and Duncan Frew and 

Richard Websell went down to help Brian Tidbury who, although in great pain and very uncomfortable, 

was in remarkably good spirits. He was treated and hauled to the surface in a lifting harness by Dany 

Bradshaw, Tim Large, Brian Prewer, Geoff Newton, Malcolm Foyle and others standing by. All were out 

of the cave by 1.15 a.m. and the patient taken to Bristol Royal Infirmary by ambulance. 

 

At first, it was thought that the iron bar had broken, but this proved not to be the case. Another theory was 

that it had rolled and screwed off the lip of the pipe, yet this seemed unlikely. The solution to the mystery 

became clear later when cows were seen leaning and rubbing against the upstanding pipes! Cavers should 

make sure that their belay cannot be dislodged in this way. 
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Sunday 17th May Rod's Pot 

 

Almost a carbon copy of the previous incident in April but with more serious injuries. Mrs Jackie Allen 

sustained a nasty compression fracture requiring four hours surgery, three metal plates, a bag full of 

self-tapping screws and a bone graft from the hip according to her husband, Jon, Secretary of 

Mid-Glamorgan Schools Caving Association. 

 

The call was received from the Police at 10.50 a.m. Once again, the well rehearsed partnership of Duncan 

Frew and Pete Hann went into action with Geoff Newton and Dave Morrison, Tony Jarratt and Brian 

Prewer gave support with hauling equipment and received help from several members of the Victoria 

Caving Club. Phil Romford and Robin Taviner assisted on the surface. All were out of the cave within two 

hours of the accident; a speedy response for which Jackie and Jon Allen were extremely grateful. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 21st June Rod's Pot 

 

Brian Prewer received a call from Yeovil Police at 3.05 p.m. A Mr. K. Wheeler had reported that a person 

was injured in the cave, but no further details were available because he had left the telephone at the 

Burrington Cafe. Nigel Taylor was alerted and a Wessex party from Upper Pitts comprising Pete Hann. 

Malcolm Foyle and Nigel Graham quickly followed. Nigel went underground within 15 minutes of the 

call-out and the Wessex trio another 13 minutes later. Brian Prewer and Fred Davies arrived with full 

rescue equipment at 3.45 p.m. Jim Hanwell was also alerted. 

 

John Mabey, aged 20, from Bridgwater led a party of ten down the cave in the afternoon. This group of 

ATC members from Exeter included seven novices. Several were wearing trainer shoes. Debbie Hucker, 

aged 18, who was on her second caving trip, slipped off the bold step above the 10 ft drop inside the 

entrance. It appeared that she, like the previous two, had broken an ankle. More ominous, however, were 

reports that she had lapsed into unconsciousness. Dr. Donald Thomson was called straightaway and an 

ambulance, now familiar with the situation, arrived at 4.30 p.m. After plastering the injured leg, the patient 

was brought to the surface a few minutes later and examined by Dr. Thomson. He sent a note to 

Weston-s-Mare hospital with the ambulance describing the condition that the patient had been in 

underground. In view of this, it was a surprise to learn that Debbie Hucker was not detained overnight for 

observation after being treated. The third identical accident in the cave in successive months had the 

luckiest outcome, although this certainly did not appear to be the case at the time. 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 22nd June Swildon's Hole 

 

Yeovil Police contacted Brian Prewer at 11.55 p.m. after receiving a call from a Mr. Mulholland at Priddy. 

He had just come out of the cave and reported a ladder still in place on the Twenty Foot Pot. There were still 

two vehicles parked by Manor Farm. Brian Prewer contacted Alison Moody at Fountain Cottage across the 

road. She made a quick check shortly after midnight and reported that the owners of both cars had just 

emerged following a late evening trip. 
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Sunday 5th July Cheddar Cliffs 

 

"Gamma" the ungainly goat with a short memory had to be rescued yet again! 

 

 

 

 

Friday 17th July Swildon's Hole 

 

Tim Newth from Woolwich went down the cave in a party of three during the evening. On climbing the 

ladder at the Twenty Foot Pot, he fell and injured his back. Although able to move, he could not climb back 

up the pitch without assistance. Fred Davies was alerted just before 11 p.m. and contacted the Hunters' 

Lodge Inn straightaway. Martin Bishop, Steve Gough, Tom Chapman, Pete Macnab, Tim Gould, Robin 

Brown and Richard Neville-Dore took down a hauling rope and "baby bouncer" whilst Nick Gymer and 

Kevin Gurner acted as runners underground. Brian and Brenda Prewer set up a control on Priddy Green 

with Duncan Frew and Mick Duck was posted at the entrance. The patient was quickly hauled up the pitch 

and assisted out of the cave in just over an hour. After a check-up in Wells Cottage Hospital, he was 

discharged. 

 

It was subsequently learnt that the three cavers had entered the cave just after mid-day to do a "short round 

trip". All were wearing "furry suits", oversuits and trainer shoes: the unsuitable footwear caused long 

delays at the slippery climbs in Paradise Regained, particularly the Greasy Chimney. Route finding was 

another problem. They had been down the cave nearly ten hours when the accident happened. No life-line 

was used on the pitch. When the rescuers reached the scene, the patient was very cold and showed early 

signs of hypothermia. 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 6th August Swildon's Hole 

 

A Mr. Gill reported an overdue party at 11.50 p.m. Brian Prewer requested Duncan Frew to check Priddy 

Green for the car described by the informant, and a party from Upper Pitts was placed on standby. Fifteen 

minutes later Miss Gill rang in to apologise and explain that her party had been rather delayed underground. 
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Thursday 17th September Goatchurch Cavern 

 

Peter Brooks from the Avon Youth Training Centre, Avon Quay, Bristol, led members of the Avon Fire 

Brigade on a Leadership Training Exercise during the afternoon. One of the firemen, Peter Davies, was on 

his first caving trip. He was wearing trainer shoes. In attempting to climb out of the Water Chamber, he 

twisted and tore muscles in his side and abdomen. A nerve was trapped causing considerable pain and he 

was unable to assist himself. The alarm was raised and Yeovil Police contacted Brian Prewer at 4.10 p.m. 

 

A rescue party comprising Bob Cork, Brian Workman, Brian Prewer, Richard West, Mike Wigglesworth 

and Phil Hendy went down the cave via the Trademan's Entrance at about 4.45 p.m. Shortly after Nigel 

Taylor, Dave Turner and Jim Hanwell arrived. The patient was located at the bottom of the Coalshute, 

barely able to walk let alone climb. He was put in a "baby bouncer" and hauled out the cave by 5.25 p.m. An 

ambulance had been called by the leader of the party and the patient was taken to Bristol Royal Infirmary 

for treatment. 

 

Avon Fire Brigade Divisional Superintendent, Bob Hatherley. visited the scene and thanked the cavers who 

carried out the rescue. Later, the Chief Fire Officer, Mr. Francis G. Wilton, wrote to express his personal 

thanks to MRO for their prompt turnout and expertise. 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 10th October Singing River Mine 

 

Three old boys and a pupil from Kemnal Manor School, Sidcup, Kent, went on their first trip down this 

mine at 2 p.m. They were with a school party that was staying at the Mendip Nature Research Committee 

hut. When they had not returned there by 10 p.m., the Police were advised and MRO alerted. Brian Prewer 

raised a search party from Upper Pitts comprising Jeff Price, Robin Taviner, Nigel Graham, Pete Hann, 

Malcolm Foyle and Duncan Frew. Brian followed to Shipham with Bob Drake and Dave Pike. 

 

The lost party was quickly located within 50 feet of the entrance and none the worse for their predicament. 

Their lights had failed. All were out of the cave by 11 p.m. Mr. P. Mitchell, who lives in Folly Lane near the 

mine shaft, kindly provided hot drinks and changing facilities in his garage. 
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Saturday 17th October Swildon's Hole 

 

Fred Davies was called by Yeovil Police at 2.30 p.m. with information that a caver had dislocated a 

shoulder in Blue Pencil Passage. As the Wessex Cave Club Annual General Meeting was just about to start, 

he contacted the Hunters' Lodge Inn and Jim Hanwell was able to meet the informants on Priddy Green a 

few minutes later. Peter Idle, a very experienced and well equipped lone caver from Bedford, had asked to 

join a small group of equally experienced Imperial College cavers familiar with the "short round trip". In 

traversing across the top of Blue Pencil Passage to the Troubles, Idle slipped and wrenched his shoulder out 

of joint. Whilst this appears to have reduced on its own accord, he experienced great pain and had requested 

the Imperial College cavers to call for assistance. One of them remained behind for company whilst two 

made a rapid exit to alert MRO. In the circumstances, they did all the right things and both also returned 

underground with the rescue party. 

 

Jeff Price, Duncan Frew, J. Scott, M. Ingram, Robert Chaddock and Robert Callcott entered the cave at 3.15 

p.m. with first aid kit, hauling equipment and the Grunterphone. It was decided to use a "baby bouncer" 

rather than a stretcher, and it was the first time that we had used the Grunterphone on an actual rescue. Jim 

Hanwell stayed on Priddy Green to keep control of the rescue and all the other college and university parties 

using the cave. Fred Davies organised the surface Grunterphone party. Dr. Tony Boycott was alerted and 

support teams awaited news at the Belfry. Contact was made at 4.30 p.m. and messages exchanged, but 

only briefly. Tony Boycott entered the cave at 5 p.m. with Bob Drake and Dave Pike. They carried further 

medical supplies. Jim Rands went underground at 6.20 p.m. as a runner in the absence of further 

communication from the rescue party 

 

As time was going on and the Wessex Annual Dinner was imminent, the support party went underground at 

6.50 p.m. consisting of Tony Jarratt, Ted Humphries, Mike Duck, Andy Sparrow and John Chew. They met 

the first party making good progress with the patient at Tratman's Temple. All were out of the cave by 7.10 

p.m. Peter Idle was rejoined by his wife, who had been walking on Mendip with ramblers from Cheddar, 

and welcome hot showers were taken at Upper Pitts. An examination by Dr. Boycott showed that the 

patient had badly torn shoulder muscles as a result of the dislocation. 
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Sunday 8th November Longwood Swallet 

 

Brian Prewer received a call from Yeovil Police at 2.35 p.m. The original informant, Charlie Self of the 

University of Bristol Spelaeological Society, had left the phone at Burrington Cafe in charge of a Mr. 

Creese and returned to the cave to help. Kathy Sykes was in an experienced UBSS party descending the 

August Hole series when she fell about 25 feet whilst attempting to climb the awkward Swing Pitch without 

a hand line being available. The extent of injuries were not known. 

 

Bob Cork and Stuart McManus went straight to the cave followed by Nick Marachoff and two companions 

from Upper Pitts. Brian Prewer collected rescue kit and followed them after alerting Richard West and Jim 

Hanwell. Nigel Taylor, Andy Sparrow and Bob Drake also stood by at the Grange. By about 3.30 p.m. Bob 

Cork's rescue party had reached the patient and assessed her injuries. Details were written down and sent by 

runner to the surface by 4 p.m. She had fractured her wrist, was clearly concussed and had facial bruises 

around one cheek. A pain in the ear and right hip suggested that she had fallen on her right side and it was 

fortunate that she was wearing a good helmet with a secure chinstrap. Despite the discomfort, she felt able 

to help herself with a little assistance and encouragement. Dr. Donald Thomson was advised and agreed to 

stand by. All were out of the cave by 4.30 p.m. and the patient taken to Bristol Royal Infirmary for 

examination and treatment. 

 

In a subsequent thank you letter, Kathy Sykes reported had spent five days in hospital because of a skull 

fracture, an indented cheekbone and a paralysis of one side of the face owing to nerve damage. Her wrist 

was also broken. As the doctors told her, she was lucky to get away with a 25 foot fall so lightly. 

 

Cavers are reminded that MRO notices at major cave give details of the nearest telephone. At Longwood, 

for example, the nearest phone is with Mr. Ronald Trim at Longwood Grange nearby. He and his family are 

always extremely helpful during emergencies even if they do not want to be bothered with routine caving 

traffic. 
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Wednesday 18th November Wookey Hole Cave 

 

The Somerset Section of the Cave Diving Group staged a sump rescue practice demonstration using the 

Kirby Morgan Bandmask apparatus for observers from WESSFED. After some open water training in the 

First Chamber, Dave Pike agreed to be towed through to the Third Chamber by Malcolm Foyle and Kevin 

Gannon. A line was laid and the trio did a circuit of the lake to check the equipment and get the right 

buoyancy. This is now a well rehearsed technique. They then headed for Three and their approaching lights 

could be seen by the reception party there. Vented air was visible and audible as normal. Then, suddenly, 

something clearly went wrong under water and the divers quickly headed back to One without surfacing. 

The helpers onshore raced back on foot. 

 

The divers surfaced at speed with Dave Pike and it was immediately obvious that he was not breathing as 

the mask had flooded. Bob Drake stripped off the helmet whilst others cut off the weight and cylinder belts. 

Dave’s face was grey and his lips blue (cyanosis). Richard West could not find a carotid pulse and the 

pupils were fully dilated and did not react to torch light. He immediately started E.A.R. whilst Bob carried 

out E.C.C. It was then about 9 p.m. and the patient had stopped breathing for several minutes. Someone left 

the cave to raise the alarm and call for an ambulance. Bill Lewis of WESSFED assisted with the E.C.C. A 

faint carotid pulse was detected after about two minutes. Richard West continued with E.A.R. with pauses 

to clear blood and note the noisy exhalation cycles. After a tense eight minutes, the patient showed signs of 

recovery and pupil reaction occurred. With further assistance, regular breathing was restored after ten 

minutes and the patient placed in the coma position and covered with warm clothing. Dry wretching did not 

interrupt the steady breathing and it was with considerable relief when he recognised his helpers after 

twenty minutes. Dr. Ashman from Wells arrived at that moment and ambulance men quickly followed. The 

patient was taken to the entrance in one of the cave’s wheelchairs and thence to Bristol Royal Infirmary. He 

has since made a full and remarkable recovery. Equally remarkable must be the work of those who 

resuscitated Dave from this near drowning in fresh water, particularly Richard West. The prompt action of 

the two divers with him was clearly crucial. 

 

Dave Pike was able to give full details of what had happened to an enquiry held with all concerned on 

Sunday 22nd November. By agreement with the Cave Diving Group, Steve Wynne-Roberts carried out 

tests on the equipment to simulate the reported malfunctions. Fred Davies assisted. Their report will be 

considered by the CDG and MRO would await their subsequent recommendations. 

 

J.D. Hanwell Hon Secretary and Treasurer MRO, Wookey Hole 
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A KEY QUESTION 
 

BECKY WEIGHT 

 

IT was Sunday afternoon and Alan and I were ready to leave for Cambridge, to be back for 8pm at the latest. 

We had just driven from Priddy after a Swildons trip, changed at the Wessex and packed the car. Alan asked 

if I had picked up the keys from the changing-room. No. After much searching we concluded that the two 

lads who were changing at the same time must have scooped our keys up with their gear. They had now 

driven off, and nobody knew who they were or where they were from. 

 

The car was open but the steering lock was on. Not too much of a problem: we could remove the lock, short 

out the ignition, and drive back. We tried all we could to get the lock out, but to no avail. We were in the 

RAC but they wouldn't come out for lost keys and most modern steering locks are beyond a Police bunch of 

keys. One of the mechanics from Wilf's garage came out but after trying to hammer a screwdriver into the 

keyhole, Alan stopped him, as we did have spare keys in Cambridge and we didn't want any more damage 

than necessary. 

 

I had to get back to Cambridge as I was to be a model in a hairdressing competition in Derby on the 

Monday. Shirley, the hairdresser, had to set my hair that evening. I rang to say I would be late. It was after 

midnight when I got to Cambridge. By the time the taxi had taken me home to collect some things and then 

to Shirley's it was almost 2am. I washed the Mud Sump out of my hair, Shirley put the rollers in and by 4am 

we were ready for bed. 

 

Meanwhile Alan had resigned himself to an evening in the Hunters' and a day off work. In Bristol on 

Monday he couldn't get replacement keys immediately so he caught the train home to Cambridge. I would 

have to go back with the spare keys. Fortunately I had bought a return ticket which was only a few pounds 

more than a single - "just in case!" 

 

On Tuesday morning I rang Brian and Brenda Prewer to ask about buses to Priddy. They were fairly regular 

up to 6pm, but Brenda wasn't too sure after then. They offered to pick me up from the bus if I let them know 

when I would be arriving. I rang from London. I would arrive at Bath at 6.15 and get the next bus. 

 

As I got off the train I spotted Brian and Brenda, one either side of the stairs, peering anxiously into the 

crowd. Alan had warned them of a wild and wonderful new hairstyle and they were worried they would not 

recognise me. The next bus was not until 11pm so they had driven to Bath to collect me. In the car I learnt 

that Brian had been up since 3.30am on a rescue - a group stuck in Longwood August after the key broke in 

the lock! We laughed confidently. Not a good weekend for keys. 

 

After a meal we went to collect the car. No such luck. The lock was sufficiently damaged that the key would 

no longer go in. When we did get in it wouldn't come out, and eventually it broke in the lock. We gave up in 

disgust and headed for the Hunters'. 

 

On Wednesday morning I discovered a Peugeot garage at Bruton that had a new lock, then I rang the RAC. 

They wouldn't come out for lost keys but a key broken in the lock was different matter. The serviceman 

could do no more than anyone else except use his radio to get a tow-vehicle from an RAC garage at Ubley. 

There they removed the now-broken lock, and with a screwdriver to work the remains of the ignition switch 

I drove to Bruton where a new lock was fitted. I still couldn't lock the doors, but what the hell. I spent 

another night with Brian and Brenda before driving back to Cambridge and ordering two new sets of keys. 

 

I wonder if somebody, somewhere, has discovered a set of car keys in their caving gear? 
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A LETTER FROM 

A CAVER NOT CAVING IN 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

-NICK HAWKES 

 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA is an incredible place. Everything here seems to provide me with a continual 

source of amazement. It’s just so different to anything, anywhere else, that I've been. 

 

I'm out on a bush camp on the Bulldog Track about 6Km. from Wau, living in a hut similar to the one 

Christopher Robin built for Eeyore, but with a tarpaulin roof. Each day when the weather is O.K. we fly out 

in the helicopter, get dropped off in a river or stream in the middle of nowhere, then start clambering 

upwards, however hard going, up 60ft waterfalls, etc., taking rock samples and panning for gold in all the 

side creeks as we go. We start at the crack of dawn and continue till 12 noon when the chopper comes in to 

fetch us as it generally rains all afternoon. 

 

If this is work what am I going to do for time off? Bush walking's out for sure! 

 

Tummy bugs are proving to be a bit of a nuisance, most of us have them. Our kitchen isn't exactly sparkling 

clean, nor do our labourers make a good job of washing up, which is probably why we've all been suffering 

from mild dysentery. 

 

Tell them in the Hunters' that I've seen some small cave entrances which almost certainly no-one has been 

anywhere near before, but - sin of sins - I didn't go down! What a waste. Still, I intend to get down some 

soon. Mind you, just crashing through the jungle up the rivers is as good as caving! 

 

 

 

Cont. from p 204. 

FROM THE LOG concluded. 

 

No-one else was in the cave, and all the cars were accounted for, so all stood down. The missing mask later 

turned up in someone else's kit. -NG. 

 

23/3. WALDITCH CAVE (Bridport, Dorset). Nick Poole (MEG), Nigel Graham. Nick's pet cave. A 

solution "rift" in coarse, soft oolite in the top of a hill overlooking Bridport, SE of the town. Blocked by 

very loose boulders, choke up to 3ft wide x about 12ft high. Tentative dig seemed rather suicidal with 

ordinary hand-tools, so retired to pub. -NG. 

 

 

 

Cont. from p 172. 

EDITORIAL concluded. 

 

So, a replacement. I consider the Journal Editor should be a reasonably active caver (as were Al Keen and 

Phil Hendy as previous Editors), preferably frequently on Mendip, though this point is not vital. It would be 

nice, by the way, to have one two "regional correspondents". As well as typing ability (of some sort!), some 

basic draughting ability helps no end, for titling, preparing maps surveys, etc. The more esoteric details 

need not be given here, and I will of course help my successor with such matters. 

 

The Committee has already been told (though this is early in the year to do so), and one Club member has 

expressed an interest, and would have my support not in a spirit of "hiving-off" but from my confidence in 

that person. 

 

Good Caving -Nigel. 
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FROM THE LOG 
 

Charterhouse Cave 

 

10/l. Pete Hann, Julie Bolt, Nigel Graham. First load of cement in boulders of New Year. 

24/1. P.H., Graham Johnson. More cement in boulders. Water high - faint sound of water in end, but doesn't 

sound like main stream. 

3/2. P.H., G.J., Rich Carey, Max Midlen. More boulders out, more cement in. 

21/2. N.G., Aidan Williams, Dave Grieves. Tourist - and sand carrying for: 

P.H., J.R. on a following trip. More cement. End looks very unstable. 

28/2. P.H., J.B., N.G. More cement in Boulders. 

13/3. P.H, N.G. Removed boulders, finished fitting new gate in the ruckle. This is only a temporary gate to 

stop people kicking out freshly-cemented rocks. 

16/3. P.H., G.J. Lots more cement in boulders. -P.H. 

 

 

Eastwater Cavern 

 

13/2. G.J., Nick Pollard, BEC members Jim Smart, Snablet and Mat Tuck. Good trip to Whitehall and 

Cenotaph Aven. The sinkhole in Blackwall Tunnel seemed to be taking a good stream so we proceeded to 

Whitehall to spend a couple of hours digging a silted passage. Nick and Graham then went to Cenotaph 

Aven, both thoroughly impressed, but had an incident which could have proved very serious. Nick had just 

climbed up the 15ft pitch from Aberfan when Graham, who was climbing near the top, had the ladder snap 

on one side. Nick managed to grab the ladder just in time. -N.P. 

We then came out. There is a lot of decomposing tackle, ladders, krabs, bolts and stuff, to be brought out in 

a fortnight's time. -G.J. 

17/2. PROPERJOB PASSAGE (above Rift Chambers). P.H., G.J., Merv Ingram. Photos and 13ft more 

passage. 

12/3. CENOTAPH AVEN. G.J., N.P., Tav, Gary Smith. Six more bolts, forty-ish to go. Thanks to Gary we 

were able to use a "Bosch" hammer drill; one hole a minute, many minutes pratting around. WE WANT A 

BOLTING PLATFORM. The cafe was started and ran out of gas. 9 hours ever upwards. 

 

(This climb started on 27th February by Nick Pollard, Graham Johnson and Geoff Newton, reaching 20ft 

height. Joined by BEC's Jim Smart, Matt Tuck, Snablet and Tom Chapman, finding 20ft long x 30ft high 

TEMPLE OF DOOM chamber by digging in Jubilee line.) 

 

19/3. N.P., G.J., G.N. Now about 43ft up Cenotaph Aven. Graham found 100+ft of passage in a silted 

phreatic tube just before Cenotaph. All leads looked no good. Nine hours = four bolts: I think in future we'll 

have to be underground at the crack of dawn, we're getting too late for the pub! 

 

 
 

20/3. Pete Moody. THREADNEEDLE STREET. Where the passage turns left through a tight U-bend and 

starts climbing again an enormous rock (5' x 4' x 3') blocks the way straight on and down. Having cleared 

debris stacked on the top of the boulder by the BEC when they opened up the U-tube it was possible to get 

a restricted look over the far side. The rift at high level is very narrow so I decided to open up the route 

underneath, hoping the boulder does not drop. Blew up a large rock jammed in a small trench there. 

Although fumes came back into Regent's Street they did not clear sufficiently from Threadneedle to allow a 

safe return to check the results. 
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Pierre’s Pot 

 

23/1. John Cordingley, Pete & Alison Moody. After a 

session in Warren Farm Swallet's Red Deer Dig, joined 

Nick P. and Graham J. at Pierre's Pot. Took two sets of kit 

to the upstream sump. Sump was only 15ft long so JC and 

PM were able to explore the new stuff together. Several 

leads still need to be pushed, water was too high to tackle 

the main tube inlet, 3ft high x 1ft or so wide. 

The static sump is diveable but requires a reel. The aven 

passage and bedding plane require digging. 

About 100ft of passage, and prospects appear good when 

the water levels drop a bit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

31/1. P.H., Dunc, Martin Lockyer, Nick King. Ten feet further up Twinkle Toes Aven, in amongst the 

boulders. (First entered 31/12/87). PH using the mobile foothold to levitate without touching the sides. A 

boulder needs popping to reach a more solid rift heading West. PH took Martin for a tourist trip (Nick didn't 

fit the squeeze), while DF knocked in a bolt in Pierres "0" for the diving line. The "Muddies" turned up to 

pull out the 1st sump line and PM cheerfully sheared a bolt off in the anchor. Ah well it's an excellent 

passage, probably one of the finest in Pierre's. -DF. 

7/2. P.H., D.F, P. & A.M. PH really enjoyed himself up Twinkle Toes Aven, slinging boulders down the top 

half, providing an excellent stereo effect with the Moodys working in the streamway dig. PH wasn't so 

happy when things really started to move, but soon recovered when access was gained about 20ft up. 

Further, a respectable little boulder chamber and many good furgling sites reduced to three leads of varying 

degrees of insanity. Joined by Pete and Alison bringing chimney brush poles and by the look of it, half of 

their dig. Somehow I don't think they were over-impressed despite Mr. Moody's uttering "Nice here isn't 

it!" -DF. 

20/2. PIERRES TWO. P. & A.M., Mark Madden. Alison had four attempts at diving the upstream sump 

before giving up. Maybe I shouldn't have directed her into the blind alcove. Mark and I then dived the 

streamway sumps. The main one drops steeply and is badly gravel-choked. Nearby is another sump, 

shallow but very tight. Bit p**d off, had a quick dip feet first in the static sump: this is a good size 

underwater and warrants another look. Before coming out pushed the rift at the end away from the sump, 

got up through a squeeze into a big passage but it quickly choked with huge hanging deaths - not nice. 

 -PM. 

 

Portland 

 

(RESCUE INCIDENT, SANDY HOLE. Monday 4th January. A party from Weymouth Youth Activities 

Centre were somewhere in the cave - a system of crawls - and one of them was trapped by rockfall. One of 

his colleagues raised the alarm via the Police, who passed the message on to the Coastguard. The CG 

telephoned Phil Strong to ask him where the cave entrance is. Phil, apparently, went to the cave, meeting 

the CG officer there. Events now became a little unclear, but it eventually transpired that the YAC party 

were out, the trapped member having been freed, unhurt, by his own team. 

- Report compiled by Nigel Graham from conversations with Phil Strong, local Coastguards and Mike Read 

(all local). Mike did not know the exact place in the cave, but suggests from what a YAC member had told 

him, it could have been in the loose cross-rift at the Southern extremity of the system.) 
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6/l. ALLOTMENT DIG. N.G., P.S., Martin Crocker. First session of the year. Minor mods to the 

engineering to improve it a little. Bright moonlight made tipping duty a little more pleasurable - caplamp 

not needed on the entrance ledge. NG learnt of the Sandy Hole rescue here. Next session was on 2/3. 

8/1 NG visited local Coastguard station to find out more about the incident, and, more importantly, to 

ascertain if any call-out / communications problems had arisen to be sorted out. 

9/3. N.G., P.S. Discreetly explored active quarry North of Grove Road. The site of WHITE RIVER CAVE 

(being dug in the '60s by Mike D-York & co.) is now totally unrecognisable under backfilling and scrub. A 

sad loss of a cave with good potential beyond a big dropped block. Quarry face has cut into superb phreatic 

joint network, miniature "cavelets" (impenetrable) with stratified infill of sandy clay. The old feeders for 

White River Cave? 

Then over to Westcliff following Mike Read's tip-off regarding backfilling. BULLSEYE FISSURE, a tiny 

rift grotto close to ST. George's Rift, is lost. 

ST GEORGE'S RIFT itself safe so far, but if the quarry is to be backfilled, we shall have to obtain 

permission to pipe the entrance (about 13ft down the quarry slope). 

 

 

Swildons Hole 

 

11, 13, 14, 16/1. OLD FORTY. Aubrey Newport, variously G.J., Merv Ingram and Ian Jepson. 2 banging, 2 

clearing trips. 8/2 AN, IJ. 1.30am BANGGG!!! 

BARNE'S LOOP DIG. 2/3. Scotty, Richard Carey. Fired, retired, visited Rolling Thunder (Old Forty) dig. 

SWILDON'S ONE. P.H., G.J. One still not long enough: scratched at two new digs. The lower of the two 

looks quite good, just stal over mud. An apology to the group under the falling rocks. They moved rather 

fast! 

 

 

Warren Farm Swallet 

 

2/1. P. & A.M., Rich Websell, Al Keen, someone else. Tourist trip combined with inspection of Fault 

Passage where it heads towards the top of Red Deer Passage. Can see, but not get into, a further few feet 

which looks as if it ends in a boulder choke. Checked all the beddings: no other prospect. 

9/l. P. & A.M., Kev Gannon. Fault Passage; Through the first bit following the bang of the 2nd. Boulder 

choke proved to be frighteningly easy to get through - just touched it and rocks and stones flew everywhere. 

Beyond, broke up into a larger rift ending almost immediately in a further highly unstable ruckle. 

16/1. P. & A.M., N.G. There's a black hole at the top of the choke in Fault Passage - anyone feeling suicidal 

is welcome to it. A safer bet we are trying is to follow the right hand wall of Red Deer Passage into the 

choke. On 23/l Pete, Alison and John C. pulled digging gear back from the end and continued Red Deer dig 

before going into Pierre’s Pot. 

30/1. The Moodys. (is the plural of Moody, "Moodies"? -Ed.). Our nice dig in a clean staled boulder choke 

has broken out into a rift? choked with mud to the left, the right, straight ahead and overhead. Things can 

only get better… 
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Welsh’s Green Swallet 

 

6/1. G.J., P.H., Dave Baynes, Alan Edwards. Massive turnout. Quite damp. Spoil removed. Next session 

was on 12/1, with Nick Hawkes, M.T., M.M.. 

18/1. G.J., N.P. Clearing session. 

27/1. G.J., Max Midlen. Digging at end. Passage has now split in two, the water going down, in Max’s 

words, "a poo-hole pipe". Still draughts very well. 

7/2. G.J. and T. Jarratt(BEC) blew the end. 

10/2. G.J., P.H., Scotty, Murray. Cleared, laid and fired another charge. 

 

 

CUCKOO CLEEVES. 

 

6/1. A.N., Richard Carey, M.I., M.M. Started wall for bottom dig. 

20/1. A.N., P.H., M.M., G.J. Walling for "Anatoly" Newport. (The nickname stems from a striking 

resemblance to Anatoly Scharansky!) 

27/1. A.N., P.H. First bang at bottom for many years. 

 

 

Drunkard’s Hole 

 

28/2. Geoff Newton, A.N., Jim Rands, G.J. Aubrey made the earth move to very good effect, removing 

large flake at end of cave. Cave draughting out today. Good clearing session now required -G.N. 

2/3. P.H., G.J. Good clearing session! Lot removed, large boulder in floor now needs removing. 

6/3. A.N., P.H., G.J. Dig, dig, grunt, grunt, "Bang!". Brew tea. Dig, dig, grunt, grunt, "Bang!". Brew more 

tea. Dig, dig, grunt, grunt, " Bang!". Time for home. 5½hrs. -P.H. 

9/3. Same 3. "Down Down Deeper On Down" (Sorry mate: the Hon Ed's already used that StatusQuo title 

in similar context - a year or two ago!). Got out to find an Avon Youth van halfway down Drunkards 

depression. OK for Pete and I but Aubrey's car was trapped on the wrong side. They had no idea how to 

move it. Needless to say, Aubrey was quite persuasive... -G.J. 

 

 

Lionel’s Hole 

 

3/3 P. & A.M. Return to the dig above Horrifice 2 after a year's absence. Made good progress until stopped 

by a very large boulder which will need popping. Can't see on, but draughty and echoey. 

12/3. Mark Madden and P.M. Hopefully the boulder obstructing progress will be in little pieces on our next 

visit. Mark then left for a wash off down Swildons while Pete joined Mrs. Moody and Mr. Hann at Red 

Deer dig in WARREN FARM. As the way there directly ahead remains solidly mud-choked we have 

decided to bear left into reasonably stable boulders. -P.M. 

 

 

 

1st to 3rd January 1988. DERBYSHIRE. Large contingent descended on TSG hut in Castleton for Peak 

Cavern meet. Peak was flooded unfortunately, but some fine caving was done. 

 

P8. Jim Moon, Doug Adams, Tav, Graham Johnson, Nick Pollard, Nick Hawkes, Matt Tuck. Fine if 

somewhat cocked-up trip in a very wet cave. Both pitches are exhilarating when the stream is high. 

 

GIANTS HOLE. Graham, Nick x 2, Tav, Matt, James Easton, Tony Nagle. Pleasant ramble down a fine 

streamway. 

 

PEAK CAVERN. Pete Hann, Dunc Frew, Malc Foyle, Nigel Graham, Jim Rands. Although the cave was 

flooded we went in to photograph Swine Hole, on the left just inside, (overflow passage). Water high and 
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flowing fast, good for photos, or it would have been if a pulse of water hadn’t washed the camera and tripod 

down the passage while I was setting up flashes. The camera was followed by Nigel and Malc who dragged 

the dripping wreck out full of water. As this made photography impossible we changed and got wet 

ourselves inside, in the pub. -P.H. 

 

Many thanks to John Cordingley for arranging access and accommodation, and to the Technical 

Speleological Group for an enjoyable weekend. -Tav. 

 

The sofa enjoyed it too (!). 

 

 

5/1. (1) G.B. Jim Moon, Nigel from Derbyshire, Julie and Dave. A pleasant tour through parts scenic. 

Good stream, but not too wet. 2hrs. 

(2) SWILDONS. Jim, Nigel, Dave. A swift trip down the streamway to Two and back via one or two 

detours. Stream running well, but not as much as one would expect from recent weather. Nigel is 

convinced "Mendip is O.K."; I think we’ll see this man again. -J.M. 

6/1. SWILDONS TWO. R. Warman, L. Smith. Shortish trip, Kermit using his steel-soled, loose-fitting 

boots as an excuse to go slow. -L.S. 

9/1. THRUPE LANE SWALLET. Tav, Brian Hansford, Nick Hawkes, Graham Johnson, Jeff Price, Nick 

Pollard, +2 non-members. Tav and one non-member on a tour, rest assortedly ambled down to bottom Atlas 

Pot. NH climbed roof of rift below Atlas, but could see nothing of note. Enjoyable trip. -N.P. 

10/1. SPIDER HOLE. NP, GJ, NH. Planned to look at Nod’s Pot, but the farmer informed us that the cave 

had collapsed and had been filled in about 10 years ago. So a quick look at Spider Hole, which is about 30ft 

long, ending in boulders. Then a quick look at RODNEY STOKE RISING. 

16/1. SWILDONS HOLE. NP, GJ. Attempt at Cowsh Avens. Quite hard getting to Four as we had to carry 

our ropes plus three 10lb. ammo boxes to be used for Sid Perou’s filming. We ascended Cowsh Aven via 

the bypass and an interesting bold step. Ascended Little Pot but were defeated at the next 30ft. climb as we 

found the going far too slippery. We had to reverse. Reversing the bold step was too dodgy so we abseiled 

30ft. to the streamway using a dodgy boulder as a belay: we didn't have much choice. -NP. 

23/1. DAREN CILAU. Ken Dawe, Bob Pyke, Stuart Genders, & Grant Lindsay (DMC), Jim Moon. 

Another excursion at Pyke's behest into the bowels of Llagattock. Quoth Dawe, "One so young as Pyke 

should not venture there without the temper of age and wisdom - I must needs join the trip". Fine stately 

progress to the Meeting Room, Kingston Sands, Aggy Passage, Half Mile Passage, and various thrutches. 

Plenty of water in the exit series; interesting aquatics performed. 12 hours splendid touring. -JM. 

23/1. CRAIG AR FFYNNON. Arthur Millet (Chelsea), Tav, NG. Entered at 1.00p.m., snow on ground and 

more forecast. Fine 6 hour tourist trip in large, well-decorated passages with occasional Welsh Boulder 

chokes. Returned to find passage between 1st & 2nd Chokes was sumped. Spent 2+ hours watching water 

level fall until exit appeared imminent. Then second flood pulse hit, filling what had taken 3 hours to go 

down, in ten minutes. Water showed no sign of dropping for a while so spent the night in large passage off 

Hall of the Mountain King, with occasional trip to keep warm. Eventually exited at 8.00a.m. found a party 

was trapped in OFD (Tim, Gill + 3), and in Aggy (Geoff Newton + 1). 

It was a pleasure to take a good long suck of a fag after 20 hours deprivation, and a fine full breakfast at The 

Stables (in the company of the Daren team above). Thanks to Arthur for a memorable trip: and to those 

Chelsea members watching out for us. -Tav. 

(Subsequently, a donation was sent towards maintaining rations dumps in any of the Llagattock caves.) 

30/1. AGEN ALLWELD. KP, GJ, GN, Paul Fairman (Chelsea). Digging in the Aven Series at end of Main 

Passage. A good dig, draughts like hell and has about 4 inches of airspace. The digging was easy, nice dry 

sand, but the roof has to be treated with caution, as Geoff found when it dropped an inch with him 

underneath it. Good 7 hour session. 
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31/1. G.B. CAVERN. Rich Websell, Beth Yates. Went to Ladder 

Dig, but the bottom was sumped and Ladder Dig impassable. Back 

up helictite rift into Rhumba Alley and climbed to several holes 

high in the rifts. RAW climbed up 15ft. on R.H. wall of Rhumba 

Alley and crawled along a rift to a choke. Another small climb led 

to a shale-squeeze and c.20ft of passage to a choke. Won't go any 

further unless someone is suicidal and 5" thick. 

Beth enjoyed caving in her new-found jumper, Alison 's best one! 

3½hrs. Beware the Bionic Tortoise!! 

 

31/1. PORTLAND. NG bravely volunteered to help Nick Poole (MEG) to take a bunch of Duke of 

Edinburgh Award novices caving. FLAGPOLE / GUANO RIFTS exchange, laddering 

normally-freeclimbed Letterbox to give them chance of climbing one (albeit artificially!). -NG. 

 

3/2. NOTTS POT... or, NOT! Didn't happen (why?) apart from a bit of WCC/CPC digging. Rest ascended 

Pen-y-Ghent in Lovely sunshine. They say the sun shines on the righteous, well, when we reached the 

summit in gathering cloud and a blizzard. Half way back, guess what, yes lovely sunshine and blue sky. 

SHORT DROP CAVE. Small WCC/CPC group ventured to head of 1st pitch. No gear: "I thought you were 

bringing it" - "No, weren't you?" - "Ah well". Retreated, peering into oxbows, inlets, etc. It's very easy but 

an attractive streamway with a notable boulder bridge to admire. -NG. 

 

6/2. EASTWATER CAVERN. NP, GJ, Rich Cary. To Blackwall Tunnel. Moderate flow and signs of 

backing up. Lolly Pot was great. Brought out rest of ladders. -GJ. 

6/2. PIERRE'S POT. (Refer to "classified" section, earlier). PM dived upstream sump to another, probably 

close to the static one. Dunc replaced the bolt at the start of the sump while Alison furgled a couple of digs 

off the streamway. Before leaving, popped the boulders up Twinkle Toes Aven, and also some in a tube 

stream right, just down the from the streamway sump passage. -PM 

7/2. WOOKEY HOLE. Rich Websell, Rob Harper (BEC). Placed one more bolt on climb above static sump 

in Twenty-Two. Ten - fifteen feet to go, and over the hardest bit. -RAW. 

10/2. SWILDONS. R. Warman, D. Pike (BEC). Tourist trip to top of Twenty. -RW 

Yes it’s still there, that’s it for another year! -DP. 

13/2. SWILDONS ONE. Judy Clark, Alan Kennett. Alan's first trip underground for 13 years. He was in 

dry grots and the cave rather wet: Wet Way a series of waterfalls. Side trip through Tratman's Temple to 1st 

duck. 

14/2. PH, NG, DF, Murray Knapp: More boulders and cement. READ'S GROTTO entrance in the sunshine 

rather than Charterhouse 2nd Choke in the etc... -DF 

And 20/2. DF, JR, 2 hrs playing with boulders. 

15/2. SWILDONS ONE. Di, Jo and J. Rubery, Jim Moon. 3+ hours tourist, introduction for both JRs (first 

time). 

21/2. WOOKEY HOLE. RAW, RH, Malc Foyle. Continued MHIB Climb in Wookey 22. Placed 3 more 

bolts, are now on a clearish run to enter clearly-seen passage. Very airy climb now, especially with Malc 

miles below, 4½hrs. -RAW. 

19/2. DAREN CILAU. GJ, HP, Snablet (BEC), lots of other people. In Friday night with a bloke called 

Stuart, out on Sunday. Very good trip. Snablet got stuck for 1½ hours in a promising little dig, but he got out 

while we slept. Many thanks to Pete Bolt, Andy Cave, Angela Garwood for hospitality. 

27/2. SWILDONS HOLE. Jim Rands, Jean Ohenwelter (13, from Alsace). To the Twenty via Pretty Way, 

out via Wet Way, from Showerbath to Short Dry Way, and out by Pretty Way. Third caving trip for our 

French visitor. 1½hrs. -J.R. 

27/2. GOUGH'S CAVE. RAW, Malc Foyle, Maggie MacPherson, with Rich Stevenson, Rob Harper, 

Qackers et al. Carrying to Lloyd Hall, gear for next week's dive. 

27/2. LONGWOOD HOLE. RAW, M. McM, Rob and Helen Harper, Pete Glanvill. Touring and training 

for Helen. 3½hrs. -RAW. 
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5/3. EASTWATER CAVERN. ½ Wessex / ½ WSG. West End. Tight rift above Lolly Pot too tight for one, 

retired to Regent Street to see the formations and to listen for hammering sounds. Heard hammering 

sounds, which rather upset the lot below: does Cenotaph Aven go to Regent Street?. I think so -A.T. 

 

5/3. DEVON weekend. Tav and Gen, entrance collecting around Buckfastleigh and Berry Head., and a visit 

to Kent's Cavern, which is not bad for a show-cave. 

 

5/3. PENYGHENT POT. Well it was meant to be! NG arrived on a wing and a prayer, the car dynamo had 

failed so spent morning trying to sort it out then putting car in garage. Thanks, Steve Pick, Gary & Maggie 

for assistance. Meanwhile Ken Dawe and Grant -? visited Pen. Pot, retiring early from tackle shortage. NG, 

Gary, Maggie and Tony Whitehouse (CPC) went to LARGE POT, only it isn't large enough at 2nd pitch 

approach for NG. 

6/3. BULL POT (Kingsdale). Ric & Pat Halliwell, Oggy & Jan, NG. String trip in very wet cave, stopped 

short of last (5th) pitch because water too high, "...quicker on ladder", says Ric, but all good SRT practice: 

2 traverses, 2 rebelays and 3 hugely entertaining deviations. 3½hrs. -NG. 

 

12/3. BURRINGTON. JR, Aiden, 2 visitors. To GOATCHURCH with 12 Roxeth Venture Scouts and 

nearly enough lamps, then SIDCOT SWALLET, 2hrs each. Then 1st 4 only to FESTER HOLE (Tween 

Twins) to see if it had collapsed. It was still there but needs some sort of support. Mud as fine as ever. -JR. 

12/3. SWILDONS TWO. Jim Moon, Doug Adams, Jeff Price, Di Rubery, MMcP. Tourist trip to clear the 

tubes! Not as many people to climb over on way out. 

13/3. RHINO RIFT. Gary Smith, Maggie McPherson. Checked bolts on 1st pitch They seem okay. 

-MMcP. 

l4/3. G.B. CAVERN. GJ + 2. Wombling around. 

19/3. G.B. CAVERN. Rescue call-out for Vanessa who fell off the climb near the bottom of the Gorge. 

Suspected fractured shin and ankle. Dave Pike applied copious amounts of plaster to the victim and on most 

of the rescue team as well. Waited for Dr. Tony Boycott to give OK for victim's removal and she came out 

of the cave very smoothly. Good turn out, and good assistance from party already in cave. Ironic to have a 

serious injury the day after the M.R.O. Annul General Meeting. -Tav. 

(Among Vanessa's team was her sister: she was escorted out early on by her colleagues, in a rather 

distressed state.) 

19 & 20/3. SWILDONS HOLE. Murray + 4 from Eastbourne College. Gentle pleb trips, to Twenty and to 

Barnes' Loop. Absolutely packed. -MK. 

(We all, me included, complain about the Swildons queues, yet how do we know about them if we're not 

adding to them...? -Ed.) 

20/3. HUNTERS' HOLE. T. Jarrett, GJ, NP, GN. Two charges fired, one at end one at squeeze. Muddy, 

gritty, wet, bad air, just about sums it all up. It must be a goer. 

20/3. G.B. CAVERN. NG went to search for Little Dragon mask lost after yesterday's rescue. High water, 

and several cars in layby, so checked Ladder Dig pitch. Met Northants Caving Association party who said a 

group had just gone into Ladder Dig. Water rising rapidly and visibly so warned MRO while NCA waited at 

entrance. Full call-out not yet needed so 3 BEC went in to see, meeting that group exiting. Water now 

nearly at Ladder Dig ledge. 

Cont. on p 197 
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YORKSHIRE MEETS LIST / CLUB DATES. 

 

 16-26th JULY. GOUFFRE BERGER 

 6th AUGUST. WCC Committee Meeting. 

 3rd SEPTEMBER. WCC Committee Meeting (previously 10th September). 

 10th SEPTEMBER BIRKS FELL CAVE. 

 17-18th SEPTEMBER. B.C.R.A. CONFERENCE (UMIST, MANCHESTER). 

 1st OCTOBER. TOP SINK / LINK POT. 

 15th OCTOBER. WCC Annual General Meeting & Dinner. 

 16th OCTOBER. WCC Committee Meeting. 

 12-13th NOVEMBER. MONGO GILL, DISAPPOINTMENT POT. 

 3-4th DECEMBER. LITTLE HULL POT, HUNT POT. 

 30-31st DECEMBER. NOTTS POT, LOST JOHN'S. 

 

For the Dales trips, contact Keith Sanderson to arrange to collect the CNCC Permits, at: Heather View, 

Newby, Clapham, via Lancaster LA2 8HR. (Tel. 04685 - 662). Please enclose SAE with enquiries. 

 

 

 

 

LAST EDITION'S RIDDLE: 

 

'15 gates Cymru' means PORTH-YR-OGOF. (The name, roughly translated, means "Gateway (to the) 

Cave", and the place has fifteen entrances.) 

 

TRY THIS ONE:- 

 

IN WHICH MENDIP CAVE would the Glen Miller sound link a well-equipped, tall golfer with memories 

of "Kiss-Me-Quick" hats / trips-round-the-bay / village cricket? 

 

 

 
 


