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EDITORIAL 
 

Things seem a little quiet on Mendip at the moment (despite the usual queues in Swildons!) but in fact the 

digging scene at least is as busy as ever. Should any finely-decorated passage be found, will any actions 

be taken to protect it, bearing in mind this is 1985, beyond the normal taping? I am not asking this as a 

suggestion or recommendation, but am merely wondering what influence National Cave Conservation 

Year will have on decisions regarding Mendip conservation and access. 

 

The cynic's malapropism may be "....Conversation Year": after all, it is rather fashionable to denote years 

as "(Inter)National ... Year", in aid of all sorts of perfectly-laudable causes. Publicists have lots to 

publicise, Co-ordinators (very trendy, these are) find lots to Co-ordinate, and the Year's cause gets lots of 

benefit. Yet when the New Year comes round again, is that cause then relegated to former priority or lack 

thereof? 

 

A member recently pointed out that the Wessex has been conserving caves for fifty years, indeed 

N.C.C.Y. will be preaching to many a converted. Nevertheless, the sad state of so many caves is mute 

testimony, to the need for some action. "Too many cavers", say some. At least locking entrances slows 

down the wear and tear from use, but can we honestly criticise cavers for being too numerous - for 

gaining much the same enjoyment from caves and caving as the rest of us? 

 

Those of us brought up in the best traditions of caving can say that we don't need a Year to tell us to be 

careful underground - but how many of us can honestly say we have never accidentally broken or 

muddied even one little formation? This question was discussed one day, several months ago, at the HQ 

by perhaps a dozen members; I seem to remember we all agreed we could not say so. Perhaps the main 

thrust of the N.C.C.Y.'s efforts should go into educating the many groups and individuals caving with 

little or no contact with the mainstream of club caving. These people, many probably only occasional or 

short-term cavers, know little of the effort put in by the clubs in each area to open, and keep open, caves. 

(They are not helped by certain vested interests running anti-club propaganda in publications like 

“Descent’s” correspondence and feature pages.) 

 

We should not discourage people from caving - which would be hypocritical - rather, we should 

encourage the serious ones to join clubs and learn and apply, the precepts this Year is to promulgate. 

 

We can only hope National Cave Conservation Year is successful: sadly though, it is too late for too 

many caves. The White Way will never be white again. 

 

AN APOLOGY to Bob Drake - I inadvertently left the Hon. Secretary off the Club Officers list in the last 

Journal. Sorry about the omission, duly corrected. 

 

 

CLUB NEWS 
 

The 1984 WCC/BEC Digging Contest having been won by the Wessex, the barrel will be provided on the 

20th April. In fact two barrels have been promised, that same Saturday, the other will be to celebrate 

Tony Jarrett's marriage the next weekend (27th.). No digging challenge has been put up this year. 

 

JUBILEE SALES ITEMS: The HOWARD KENNEY DIARIES have been published, in both hard-bound 

and soft cover forms, and will be on sale from early March. Also now available: 

 

COFFEE MUGS. Those ordered with your name on may be collected from Upper Pitts. In addition, un-

named Club coffee mugs are available, same price, £4.75. 

GLASS TANKARDS: 1 pint, £2.50 and ½ pint, £1.75. 
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CHARTERHOUSE CAVE booklet (from U.B.S.S. proceedings): now available at £1.50. By P.L. Smart, 

P.D. Moody, A.A.D. Moody and P.R.J. Chapman, with photographs by P. Hann and A. Boycott, this 

monograph describes the Exploration, Geomorphology and Fauna of the cave. Although the four 

photographs (b & w) appended are acknowledged, the colour print on the front cover is not. It was taken 

by Pete Hann, and the lack of an acknowledgement is adding insult to injury as it was published without 

his consent. 

 

NEW MEMBERS. 

 

The Club welcomes the following new members: 

 

James Garven, Tintagel, Dalry, Ayrshire. 

Andrew M. Ward, The Bungalow, Boldridge Farm, Longnewton, Tetbury, Gloucestershire. 

Paul D. Ibberson,  32 Broadmead, Corsham, Wiltshire. 

Douglas Ronald Boomer, Ashcroft, Cranfield Road, Moulsoe, Newport Pagnell, Bucks. MK16 0HB. 

 

COMMITTEE NOTICES: (2nd March 1985) 

 

The ACCOUNTS, it is hoped, will soon be available for publication. Auditing is 50% complete. 

 

Lockers and Food Boxes should be marked clearly with the user's name. A complete list of lockers and 

boxes is to be compiled, and any not marked within the next two months will be removed, so please 

ensure yours is/are. If you will be unable to go to Upper Pitts in this time to label a box or locker, contact 

a Committee member, giving description and location, so it can be labelled. 

 

GUEST PARTIES. There have been some complaints of over-large guest groups resulting from Members 

who are also members of the guest club using the personal guest allowance to circumvent the 15 limit on 

guest party numbers. Members may be host to two personal guests, but are requested not to abuse this 

rule to the advantage of their other club. 

 

 

REGIONAL NOTES 
 

MENDIP 

 

SLUDGE PIT has entered itself in the Cave Conservation Year: its entrance has collapsed, barring access. 

Re-opening will take place when the weather is more settled and the ground drier. 

 

While on the subject of entrances, CHARTERHOUSE CAVE entrance blockhouse needs finishing. This 

will involve laying a small amount of concrete and covering the finished roof with earth, and generally 

tidying the site. Volunteers (for both projects) please, again this is a task for drier conditions. 

 

In TWIN TITTIES SWALLET, NHASA have blocked the way into a decorated chamber found late last 

year, and are following a new lead. No major breakthroughs yet, though the BEC have found passage in 

SWILDON’S TWO. Parts of this are described in "From The Log" in this issue. 

 

Elsewhere on Mendip, WARREN FARM SWALLET is still receiving archaeological investigation, 

LONGWOOD VALLEY SINK is being revealed as, so far, a fine free-climbable vertical rift, and the 

MCG continue work in BONE HOLE, Cerberus S.S. are working MAESBURY SWALLET, a veritable 

mine by all accounts. 

 

C.S.S. found problems other than those posed by stubborn rock recently: some members arriving at the 

cottage one night, it is said, caught a group trying to force entry to one of the caves in Fairy Cave Quarry. 

It is reported that at least one member of the illicit group was handled a little roughly by the Cerberus, 
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who subsequently informed the Police. 

 

The weekend of the 2/3 March was one which will be remembered very unfavourably. There were three 

narrow escapes from rescues on the Saturday, all involving experienced Mendip regulars. One group 

were, apparently, nearly flooded into Stoke Lane Slocker (though the Editor admits to not knowing the 

exact circumstances). A falling rock narrowly missed a visitor to the Victoria Aven series in Swildons 

Twelve. The third incident occurred in Eastwater's West End Series. 

 

The lowest point of the series contains a wet crawl, normally drained on the far side. A six-strong WCC / 

BEC team found themselves on the wrong side of the duck when it flooded, and only a very determined, 

rather desperate, effort on Pete Watts’ part in passing it while it contained a tiny airspace still, enabled 

them to bail their way out after Pete had damned the stream. Pete Moody's account of this trip appears in 

"From The Log". 

 

As part of their 50th Anniversary Year, the B.E.C. have booked the GOUFRE BERGER, and invited 

members of other clubs to join them. The Wessex, of course, is represented, about six members taking 

part. 

 

The year's social events started on January 19th, with a disco, organised by BEC members, in aid of the 

M.R.O. This took place at the Caveman Restaurant in Cheddar, and would probably have been better 

attended if it were not for bad weather and very icy roads. It was a somewhat more restrained occasion 

than ones held in the Priddy Village Hall - and there were complaints of high drinks prices, rising during 

the evening, and even of attempted short-changing by bar staff. 

 

NORTH 

 

LOST JOHN’S SYSTEM — LYLE CAVERM EXTENSIONS 

 

Bolton Caving Club rigged Lost John's at the New Year, planning to leave the tackle in for a week or so 

while pushing a few leads lower down the cave. The B.I.C.C. seized the opportunity and permanently 

rigged the 70ft pitch up into Upper Lyle Cavern with an S.R.T. line, with the intention of pushing the 

ends of the two main passages. Then the Kendal Caving Club arrived! 

 

While B.I.C.C. were radio-locating the choke at the end of West Passage, a K.C.C. member uncovered a 

40ft pitch between Slum and L.U.C.C. area! They kept this find quiet and after several illicit midweek 

trips had explored an extensive system of muddy phreatic tubes and spectacular avens. At one point a 

narrow rift climb and traverse entered a cross-passage which, pursued to the left, broke out some 35ft up 

the N.P.C. Aven in Lost Pot. This provides an entertaining round-trip adding further variety and 800 

metres to the cave. 

 

The Bolton have now removed their tackle and the B.I.C.C. await the publication of Geoff Yeadon's 

survey. 

 

Tim Pickup has since pushed a tight crawl near the bottom of the rift climb to emerge at the bottom of the 

aven next to N.P.C. aven. So the Lost Pot end can be done without tackle - if you are thin enough! 

 

Cont. on p34 
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Letters To The Editor 
Glastonbury 

Dear Sir, 

 

It was with a sense of mounting despair, nay horror and shame that I read in 'Descent' 62 (Jan 85) that the 

Lamb Leer entrance-shaft ladder had been removed. 

 

It was appalling to read it described as a "ricketty old ladder". 

 

May I remind your readers that it was made from a succession of ex-Swindon G.W.R. signal ladders. It 

therefore owes its ancestry to an organisation founded in 1835 during the reign of William IV of blessed 

memory. 

 

With the advent of multiple-aspect colour-light signalling in recent years, there are few semaphore signals 

with attached ladders left in situ. To remove this one, in or just before the G.W.R. Centenary Year was an 

act of unparalleled barbarism. 

 

When considering the removal of fixed aids from our caves, one must bear in mind any potentially deep 

archaeological significance that they may possess. 

 

Yours, etc. 

"Railway Buffer" (S. & D. branch). 

 

(The CSCC meeting that called for the ladder's removal did not know its origin; besides, maintenance was 

certainly not to GWR standards! Ed) 

 

 

Sheffield 

Dear Sir, 

 

I didn't know how many anchors were in place in Bull pot, but I guessed it must be a lot to provoke Keith 

Sanderson to take time off caving to write about it! Personally I think everyone should do what they like, 

but the issue at stake is clearly whether caving is supposed to be an adventure, or a technical exercise 

using predetermined equipment. If it is the latter then I suppose a Rubik's Cube would be cheaper. 

 

I met one of the perpetrators of all this bolting, in Bar Pot of all places, where he was putting a third re-

belay bolt on the first pitch. His name was on his helmet. Keith should console himself: at least he's got 

better things to do than hang around there all day - or invent multi-ascenders, come to that. 

 

All the Best, Steve Gough. 

 

 

Oxford 

Dear Editor, 

 

Congratulations on Wessex Journal No.202. I must say that it seems to have a bit of zip to it. Although it 

did seem a bit heavy on the foreign caving, I do realise that they were valid caving reports by W.C.C. 

members. 

 

I would like to present a constructive criticism that is lacking in the Journal for some years and is raised 

in the Trustees’ Report (202 p16). I would assume that it is only a minority of members who use the H.Q. 

frequently and so types like myself, who are unable to visit so often, (but are still cavers at heart) do not 

get to hear all the news. Only the “in-crowd” know what is happening. Perhaps your idea of the “Back 
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Page” could be expanded to let us all know snippets of information / news - e.g. Glyn and Julie's 

marriage. 

 

I liked the manner of grouping "from The Log" into caves, but absent cavers (like wot I be) find it 

difficult to work out where all the passages are. Where in Eastwater are Greek street, Blackwall Tunnel, 

etc? I would suggest that sketch surveys could be presented so that we could all share the interests of the 

regular crowd. 

 

Yours Speleologically, 

Ray Borrett. 

 

(Thank you! and point taken. The Trustees' Report is not open to discussion, but to take Ray's points: the 

"Hut Group" is actually a large minority. As far as odd bits of news go, I consider each on its merits, with 

relevance to caves, caving and the Club foremost. This marriage was mentioned in Nick Hawke's Norway 

report, while major social events like the Dinner and discos are at least mentioned in Club news. The 

"Back Page" was inspired by other members, originally to carry important, but parochial, matters like the 

HQ Warden roster. 

 

I do not know where all these new passages live, either: this edition does have what I believe is the first 

Complete Wookey survey, but Eastwater's West End Series survey is for the BEC to publish. I will, 

however, try to publish some notes on the current digs, from time to time, where this will not compromise 

future reports by the people involved. - Editor) 

 

 

CALL FOR PHOTOGRAPHS FOR 2nd EDITION 

“CAVE MINERALS” 
 

 

The N.S.S. is publishing a second edition of 

"Cave Minerals" with anticipated date of 

publication in the Summer of 1986, in time 

for both the NSS Convention and 

International Congress of Speleology in 

Spain. The authors of the new edition are 

Carol Hill and Paolo Forti with a historical 

introduction by Trevor Shaw. The scope of 

the book is being widened to cover cave 

minerals of the world. 

 

We are now looking for photographs for the 

second edition. If you have any outstanding 

photographs of cave minerals that are not in 

the present edition of "Cave Minerals", or of 

better quality than the photos in "Cave 

Minerals" then we encourage you to submit 

them for publication. 

 

The new edition of "Cave Minerals" will 

include photographs of speleothems from 

around the world. 

 

 

Submitted by Trevor Shaw. 

 
Please send black-and-white glossies (8" x 

10" preferable), or, if highly colourful, colour 

prints and / or duplicate slides. 

 

No guarantee is made of your photographs’s 

return, so send no original slides at this time. 

 

Send all photographs to:- 

Carol A. Hill, Box 5444A, Route 5, 

Alberquerque, NM87123, USA. 

 

Selection of photos will be made in late 

Spring or early Summer of 1985. Rejected 

photos will be returned at that time. Be sure to 

include your name and address on each 

photograph (your name spelled exactly as you 

wish to be credited). 

 

Carol Hill, 

Paolo Porti, 

Trevor Shaw. 

 

 -from M.S.S. NEWS Jan.1985. 
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NORTH NOTES (cont.) 

 

IREBY FELL CAVERN 

After the Cave Projects Group vacated their dig in North-East Inlets, the B.I.C.C. went in to have a look. 

They bolted some 60ft up a loose aven to enter 200ft of new passage which terminates in a draughting, 

but very loose, choke. 

 

RUMOURS... 

The N.P.C.'s Thursday night digging team have recently become very active and stoically silent. The 

frequency with which cars are being parked at Neals Ing would suggest that Magnetometer may have 

yielded to the "Batty" treatment. 

 

STREAM PASSAGE POT: A Correction. 

Steve Gough has pointed out that the entry in 'Northern News' J. WCC Vol 17 No. 201, p150, should 

read- 

“........the pitch heads have been thoroughly bolted up, ...” 

 

Correspondent: 

Keith Sanderson. 

 

 

YORKSHIRE MEETS LIST 
 

 

Anyone interested, please contact Keith Sanderson in good time, 

11 Pye Busk Close, High Bentham, via Lancaster. Tel. (0468) 61862 

Please enclose a SAE. 

 

 

 

NATIONAL CAVING ASSOCIATION ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 

 

10.30am Saturday March 23rd. 1985 at the Railway Hotel, Buxton. 

 

Major items for discussion include Whernside C&FC, NCA Training Committee and a "New Approach" 

to Sports Council grant aid. 

 

 

Saturday 16th MARCH Brown Hill Pot. 

Saturday 30th MARCH Rift Pot / Large Pot exchange. 

Sunday 28th APRIL Gingling Hole. 

Saturday 11th MAY Pegleg Pot. 

Saturday 18th MAY Black Shiver pot. 

Saturday 8th JUNE Hammer pot. 

Saturday 22nd JUNE Spectacle pot / Vespers Pot exchange. 

Sunday 30th JUNE Birks Fell Cave. 

Saturday 28th SEPTEMBER Death's Head Hole &. Long Drop Cave. 

Sunday 29th SEPTEMBER Rumbling Hole. 
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DIGGING & DIVING IN NORWAY 
 

Geoff Newton 

 

Norway is different. 

 

Nordland, the main caving area, is a huge tract of snow-capped mountains divided by green valleys 

packed with fjords, lakes and rivers. Less like a typical karst scene would be difficult to imagine. The 

limestone is there nevertheless, not as a big chunk, but as countless long, thin strips of marble sandwiched 

between the main masses of mica schist and gneiss which dominate the landscape. This does not mean the 

caves are always insignificant: the Norwegian depth and length records are 590 metres and 11000 metres 

respectively. Although the 'Golden Age' of Norwegian caving is probably over, there are very few local 

cavers, so visiting expeditions still have plenty of scope. 

 

This is the story of one such expedition of four Brits, made during the three-week period they could take 

off work. They were Trevor Faulkner (the organiser), Vic Battams, Alan Marshall and Geoff Newton. 

 

When Trevor, Vic and myself had loaded our mountainous gear onto Trevor's rather small Hillman 

Avenger, we drove round Wilmslow listening to something underneath scraping the road. Back at 

Trevor's, some less essential items were thrown off and we set off again, repeating the process until the 

scraping noises were no longer audible. They returned after picking up Alan. However, there was no time 

to sort out further gear and still be sure of catching the Newcastle - Oslo ferry, so we scraped our way up 

the M62 and the 1982 Expedition to Fiplingdal was under way. 

 

The ferry docked at 1700 hours. After a few kilometres on the main road North we realised we had passed 

straight through Customs and Passport Control, but in the absence of any pursuit, decided to carry on. 

After four hours driving it was as dark as it ever gets in Southern Norway in late July so we found a 

roadside clearing and pitched our tents on a patch moist enough to take the pegs easily. Whilst cooking a 

quick evening meal, two coaches stopped and to our dismay, disembarked their entire complement of 

passengers, we were even more dismayed as they all emptied their bladders in our vicinity. They were 

soon gone, leaving us to reflect on the softness of the ground our tents were pitched on. 

 

On the evening of the next day we reached our main objective, Fiplingdal, 60km. South of the town of 

Mosjöen. The limestone proved typically Norwegian, a band of vertically-bedded marble about 500m. 

wide and 30km. long, forming a pleasant open terrace beneath a line of snow capped mountains. Below 

the terrace, pine and birch forests slope down to two very large and beautiful lakes. We set to work. 

 

Trevor had planned a full schedule with no rest days. He was helped by local conditions. The excellent 

weather made it too hot to stay in the tents quite early in the morning. On emerging, any attempt to 

expose any flesh was the signal for hordes of midges, mosquitoes and clegs to descend for a feast. The 

expedition became a desperate attempt to find caves, the only sure refuge from the insects. We were 

particularly vulnerable during the acts of personal hygiene: I retain vivid memories of being pursued by 

several particularly aggressive and persistent clegs while Alan suffered more than most, bitten on what he 

described as "the most tender part of the body". 

 

We started on the most promising area in Fiplingdal, where many underground drainage features are 

shown on the map but had not been looked at by cavers. Sure enough, caves abounded. We found fifteen 

in a four kilometre length of limestone. They were tight, jagged and sporting to excess. Our painful 

progress was invariably stopped early on by either a sump or a too-tight section. The longest cave was 

Doorway Cave, at 170 metres. The most pleasant was Toimskar Stream Cave, an attractive marbled 

streamway with a five-metre pitch and cascades, ending, alas, after 150 metres at a sump. 

 

Many caves were dug into. Driven by clouds of blood-sucking insects we worked furiously with hands, 

boots, hammers and crowbar. Typical was VICGROTTA. Day one: Vic lifts a slab of rock in a shakehole 
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to reveal a sporting chimney leading to a short streamway and wet pitch. No ladder, so off to look at other 

sites. Day two: hang the ladder down a pleasant marbled shaft. Outlet is a low wet crawl. Electric light 

advisable so off to look at other sites. Day three: dig out crawl to reach 40 metres of excessively sporting 

passage ending at a just too-tight rift. 

 

Most frustrating was TUMBLEDOWN POT. The entrance was another product of Vic's engineering, 

carried out in preference to pushing the Vicgrotta crawl. 

 

A large passage was reached, carrying a strong, cold draught. Further descent was barred by a 12 metre 

pitch in a loose, shattered area with no safe belay points. An alternative pitch in the stream was uncovered 

by a megatrundle and was preferred on subsequent descents as the belays were safe enough to allow 

double lifelining from below. The pitches led to an impressive rift in white rock. Unfortunately, the roof 

soon lowered to a gravelled-up tube. The stream was partially diverted down this, and the next day most 

of the remaining gravel removed under somewhat cramped conditions. 

 

The tube was pushed the next day. It was tighter than it looked and proved an interesting dig as the water 

backed up behind me, wedged like a cork in a bottle. When the way forward was clear, I was able to let 

the water go and I soon reached a small, jagged chamber with a too-tight jagged streamway leading off - 

still draughting impressively. Another hour or two of digging was necessary so that I could exit without 

drowning as the water was still backing up in front of me. 

 

The cave had a final word. Whilst climbing the pitch, Vic's lamp was put out by the waterfall, and in the 

darkness a large rock was dislodged and fell, narrowly missing Vic and slicing through the wire two 

rungs from the bottom of the ladder. 

 

After a week we became disillusioned with Fiplingdal, and drove North of the Arctic Circle for a tourist 

descent of Kristihola. A few kilometres North of Mosjöen, Alan shouted, "Stop! Stop!". Trevor's rucksack 

had fallen off the roofrack and was lying in the middle of the E6. Recriminations, fortunately, were 

unnecessary as it had been Trevor who had fastened it. No other vehicles were involved and little damage 

incurred, so we were soon on our way. 

 

By now the car was no longer scraping the road. Either we had lightened the load by eating the food, or 

successive impacts had increased the clearance. 

 

The OKSHOLA - KRISTIHOLA system is Norway's longest at 11000 metres, and the Kristihola 

streamway is built to impressive specifications, larger than anything in the U.K., complete with pools, 

falls, cascades and four pitches. 

 

We were accompanied here by Edgar Johnsen, who farms a remote area of Nordland 60km from the cave. 

Under Edgar's relaxed influence the morning was spent eating strawberries and ice-cream in nearby 

Fauske, and much of the afternoon talking to the farmer who owns the cave. However, by 4p.m. we were 

underground and suitably impressed by the force of water which accompanied our progress downstream. 

We had intended to free-climb all but the biggest pitch (12m.), and in fact that is what we did, although 

we will admit to a few nervous moments climbing down in one or two places. Edgar was made of sterner 

stuff though, and we were soon at the terminal sump. Here we observed a frog and several trout before 

exploring a maze of decorated high-level passages in the vicinity. 

 

On our way out, Vic terminated his relationship with the ladder. In the encounter in Tumbledown lot, it 

had already lost the bottom two rungs In the Kristihola streamway, he had somehow regained possession 

of this ladder just before attempting the "Swimming pool". Vic can't swim. Not wishing to tow it across, 

he threw it. The ladder fell short. For the next two hours, Edgar cunningly tried to fish for it and Trevor 

bravely to dive for it. It remained obstinately at the bottom of the 4m. deep pool. Eventually we admitted 

defeat and returned to the campsite to console ourselves with the last of the duty-free allowance. 
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All cavers entering Norway are advised to bring in the full duty free allowance. Inhabitants of the 

"Hunters" or the "Heifer" will be appalled at the Norwegian drinking score. No pubs! Worse still, the only 

easily-available drink is "Brigg", a sort of beer substitute which in most countries is weak enough to be 

sold without a licence. In some cafes a passable imitation was available - for £2 a pint! As for strong 

beers or spirits, these are only available at a few Government-approved liquor shops on filling in forms in 

triplicate and mortgaging your house to raise the money. It is not surprising that Norwegians have a 

strong tradition of home brewing and distilling, as we soon discovered in Fiplingdal. 

 

"Hey, English! You like Norwegian beer? Ver' good! Ver' strong! Home-made!" 

 

Drunken shouting gradually penetrated my consciousness one night at our end-of-road camp. One-thirty 

a.m. The shouting persisted and eventually I crawled out of my bag to see the beginnings of an 

impromptu party. Sleep was obviously going to be out of the question. We were all soon up and being fed 

an innocuous-looking liquid tasting like pure alcohol: obviously the product of an illicit still. 

 

We had met E--- a few days earlier as he passed our camp on his way to go fishing. Now he had returned 

with some friends and the "ver' strong" Norwegian "beer". Trevor plied our host with his precious 

supplies of whiskey and (what strength of purpose!) questioned him on the whereabouts of unrecorded 

caves. The rest of us were content to ogle his particularly tasty girlfriend and drink the liberally-dispensed 

firewater. Next morning, in the harsh light of day, there were a few throbbing heads. 

 

Rather than return directly to Fiplingdal from Kristihola, we visited a number of other virgin sites en 

route. With so few local cavers, many sinks and resurgences marked on the Norwegian Survey maps have 

not been looked at. We have to report, however, that most of the "plums" have already been picked. 

 

At Espenes, with a depth potential of 500- metres, we found nothing longer than 10 metres. At 

Herringbotn, we found ten new caves in a day and witnessed a large river disappear into a band of 

limestone a metre wide! However, nothing was longer than 60 metres. 

 

Our earlier discussions with E— led us to Øyåskeleren, a previously-unrecorded complex of phreatic 

tubes and pits behind a huge entrance high up a cliff, and nearby we dug into Bridge Pot, with a sporting 

entrance rift. These were only 7km. from the centre of Mosjöen. 

 

On the drive to the next area, Glugvatn, I saw a gaping black hole near the road. Stopping only to grab a 

Nife cell, I galloped into the entrance, wearing my best jeans and only remaining clean shirt! The passage 

was broad, and almost high enough to walk in. It continued in fine style, but sadly, after 100m., emerged 

in a cliff at the side of a broad, mostly dry, river-bed. Another entrance 100m. away beckoned, and in my 

haste I slipped on slimy rock and finished up in a pool. This other "entrance" proved merely to be an 

overhang, and somewhat dampened I returned to the car. 

 

Everyone was intrigued by the dry bed of this river (Glugvasselv) and imagining a huge sinkhole further 

upstream we followed its course eagerly. It was rather deflating to witness it, not disappearing into 

caverns measureless to man, but into a hydro-electric scheme! 

 

In the neighbourhood we also found two short but pleasant stream caves which we called 

ROMMARGROTTA and NEDRE ROMMARGROTTA, as a reward for some hard walking. 

 

'Expedition Honour' had been satisfied by our finding new caves every "working day", but a major 

discovery still eluded us as the expedition neared its end. We returned to Fiplingdal with a change of 

tactics. We would attempt to extend the only known, previously-recorded system in the area by digging 

and diving. 
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KVANNLIHOLA 
 

KVANNLIHOLA is a mature resurgence cave sumping 200metres in from the entrance. 

 

First we would dig the sink 500 metres distant from the cave. We parked the car on a ridge overlooking 

the sizeable Kvannlihola stream and galloped downstream until, turning a bend, the valley was seen to 

end abruptly at a cliff. The stream sank in front of a huge heap of boulders cemented together with flood 

debris lying at the foot of the cliff. Digging this looked a major undertaking, however distant sounds of 

falling water could be heard at various points at the foot of the cliff. Two hours' work with the crowbar 

opened up a tight drop between boulders. A frustrating further hour elapsed whilst the hole was made safe 

to descend. 

 

We climbed down over loose boulders into a roaring stream passage 15m. wide and 5m. high, and ran 

excitedly ahead. Forty metres on, the roof sloped down. Another sump! 

 

Only two days were left - two days to find a major system. Diving the Kvannlihola sumps was almost our 

last chance but hood and face masks were our only diving equipment. The sumps would have to be short. 

The chances of getting through seemed slim ....................  

 

First we entered the resurgence and looked at the sump there. Trevor led off. He returned highly excited. 

 

"I looked up and saw froth above me and surfaced in an airbell. The water in the bell is deep and there is 

an eyehole - too tight but you can see the way on beyond it. Looks like another short free-dive under the 

eyehole will get us through." 

 

And so it was. 

 

We returned to the surface for a lifeline. Alan was given the privilege of the first through dive. He duly 

lined the sump, ran on a little way along the passage to warm up and returned with news that after a little 

crawling, it got really big. 

 

Next, Trevor, myself and Alan went through to explore and survey. Having previously dived nothing 

worse than Swildons Sump One, I was a little nervous. The water in Norwegian caves is mostly snow-

melt, and it felt like it. As I waded into the pool, the shock of it hit me. Slightly un-nerved, I dived 

through into the airbell. This dive is about one metre down and one metre along. The airbell is in deep 

water which makes the second part more sporting. Off I went. Damn! Something's caught! Wriggling and 

pulling had no effect. Instead of doing the sensible thing and reversing, I went on forcibly and was 

relieved to break free into the passage beyond. There, I was annoyed to find my light would not work. 

The reason was soon obvious. I had been careless enough to allow the cable to catch on a sharp rock flake 

in the roof of the sump and my struggles had sliced it in two! Fortunately, it was possible to cobble the 

loose ends together well enough to regain a light. 

 

The passage starts low but soon rises into a magnificent streamway up to 10 metres high and 10 metres 

wide. It continues in fine style through an area of giant fallen blocks, to cascades and pools, and the 

amazing Striped Way. This is long, dead-straight canyon whose floor is composed of striped marble - all 

the stripes running parallel to the walls for the entire length of the Way. Further climbs and cascades 

follow and eventually the roof lowers to a decorated canal in black rock. Finally the roof lowers again, 

this time to a sump, perhaps the downstream end of the one we had found the previous day. 

 

We turned to survey out. The tape had been left on the other side of the sump! Instead, we admired the 

formations on our way out. Kvannlihola II is undoubtedly one of the best-decorated Norwegian caves. 

Stalactites, stalagmites, cave pearls, flowstone, mud formations - the lot! Each time we returned there 

were fresh sights to see. 
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Back on the surface we filled our bellies with sandwiches, cake and hot coffee, before returning for the 

survey. The passage was a surveyor's dream, long shots all the way. Five hours later, the survey was 

complete. We emerged late in the evening, too tired and wet to pitch camp. We drove around instead, still 

in our wet-suits, trying to find a "hytte" to rent. These comfortable cabins, usually sleeping four, can be 

found all over Norway. They are great morale boosters, particularly in wet weather, when camping and 

caving become pretty squalid. A "hytte" also offers a bonus really appreciated by Alan at the time: 

Stomach troubles are not confined to the tropics, it seems. 

 

Vic, even more allergic to sumps than myself, had not dived. He was the only one in normal clothes, who 

could, therefore, negotiate a 'hytte'. The rest of us tried to remain inconspicuous, thinking the locals had 

never seen wet-suits before. Still in our hoods, we looked like a cross between bank robbers and 

something from Outer Space. Close to midnight, he found a hytte owner who was actually still awake, 

and we all piled inside to change, eat and celebrate. 

 

During the night it rained heavily - really heavily. Trevor slept little. Had he not left his photographic gear 

on the other side of the sump? When we returned the next morning, the cave was flooding and the sump 

impassable. It was our last day. Tomorrow morning we must leave to be sure of catching the ferry. 

Fortunately the rain had stopped and the water level was falling at about an inch an hour. We dug 

frantically at the gravel and rocks downstream of the sump in an effort to lower the level, and by mid-

afternoon it looked safe to enter. 

 

The airbell was fall of foam and obviously had been sumped off, as had the passage immediately 

upstream of the sump. We recovered the photographic box and set about recording the cave for posterity. 

Two of the three flashguns refused to work, however, it was a pleasure to carry on still. 

 

Kvannlihola is a nice place to be and one of the most impressive streamways it has been my privilege to 

explore. It was with some regret that we left it to make the long journey south. 
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Steve Gough 

 

I think that it is cause for regret that this expedition was not really in the best Wessex traditions of 

independent, individualistic, low-profile caving. I can only say, by way of excuse, that if one wishes to go 

caving in a rather remote part of Papua New Guinea one must either be very rich, or prepared to publicise 

- and indeed hype - one's plans. I hope to write about the logistics of this operation in a further article and 

so will confine myself for the present, to reporting that the nominal cost of the Untamed River Expedition 

was £65,000, and that its organisation and execution took nearly two years. Whether this scale of effort is 

worthwhile is an entirely fair question, personally, I think so. 

 

The object of the expedition was to complete the exploration of the NARÉ RIVER CAVE. The trip was 

first proposed by Mike Boon, although he was unfortunately unable to be with us, owing to illness. 

 

The cave is situated on the island of New Britain, in the Solomon Sea, at latitude 7°S, longitude 152°E. It 

is an outlandish place of volcanoes, earthquakes, and an annual rainfall of ninety feet. The island, as large 

as Wales, is covered in dense tropical rainforest which overlies extremely rugged karst terrain. There are 

no internal roads. The sight of white men is still very strange to many of the inhabitants, who could boast, 

if they knew about each other, over a hundred mutually-unintelligible languages. To cave, a great deal of 

time, food and equipment are required, but although one's problems start well before reaching the 

entrance, I shall limit this article to the cave itself, leaving the rest, with the Editor's indulgence, until 

later. 

 

The cave is a single, immense tunnel carrying a dry season flow of 20m3 per second. It is reached by the 

descent of a shaft 850 to 1000 ft deep, with overhanging walls. At the surface, the diameter of this chasm 

is 750ft, while at the bottom it resembles a park, luxuriant with banana trees. Here the green river roars 

into daylight for a few moments before disappearing into a cave passage 300ft high by 150ft wide. High 

above, huge bats circle, while clouds and even rainbows form in the central void. 

 

The team for such a trip is clearly of vital importance. Ours was drawn overwhelmingly from the Eldon 

Pothole Club, with only Tim Allen, of the Hyperion, and myself, as exceptions. Also with the exception 

of Tim, we were all pretty old - if that proves anything. I must state that my own contribution was largely 

organisational, and state baldly that the pushing trips in which I was involved were easily the most 

intimidating, technical and objectively dangerous of my life. The first three of these were carried out at a 

time when only Dave Gill, Tim and I had reached Nare, the rest of the team still being in transit. 

 

It took Tim and myself four hours to rig the shaft, once we had got the better of some initial wittering 

about the large number of natives with bush knives standing at the top of the rope. The best technique for 

using a machete whilst abseiling also provoked some discussion. The descent, of 850ft by the shortest 

route, involved ten change-overs and two deviations. Once rigged, the ascent took an hour to an hour-and-

a-quarter. The descent tended to take nearly as long, as one invariably had three heavy bags to carry - 

rather a sweaty business when, even at night, the temperature never falls below 28°C. and the humidity is 

total. 
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Initially, pushing trips were run from Base Camp, 250 yards from the hole. However, an underground 

camp was put in when it became clear that ascending the shaft was no fun after a long trip. The siting of 

this camp was a cock-up, and we were lucky not to have more serious problems on our hands when it was 

hit by rock fall. The camp was moved to a safer, although infinitely more gloomy and depressing site. It 

was found that one could stay underground for about five or six days, using earplugs, before the noise of 

the river became insufferable. 

 

The exploration of a big river cave is a slow and technical business, and again, I shall deal with this in 

some detail later. The caving consisted of much climbing, often rather precarious wading, Tyrolean 

crossings, and least invitingly, trail-ferry crossings which necessitated a caver (invariably Tim Allen or 

Alan Gamble) leaping into the torrent. We also made use of a rather Space-Age compressed-air gun. 

Designed for the Marines, and valued at £6000, this fired specially-designed grappling-irons a lot further 

than you could throw them. It proved indispensable, but the idea of hanging from a rope, grappled to 

God-knows-what, above a water flow equivalent to a large articulated lorry each second, is, as Rob 

Harper might say, character-building. Another way of looking at it is that it's a good time to take a back 

seat, and leave it-to the hardened maniacs, sweatily working the lifelines with mentally-crossed fingers. I 

must say that at times we could run along huge, beautifully-decorated banks. Eventually the banks always 

run out. 

 

Two kilometres of this kind of progress reached Apocalypse Now, the furthest point reached by the 

French in 1980, and declared by them to be impossible. 

 

The cave sumps, unfortunately, only one hundred metres further. "Sumps" may not be quite the word as 

the water does not slow down, it just hits the roof. From reaching the entrance, the exploration had taken 

six weeks. 

 

I have no doubt that some will argue that the extra cave did not justify the effort. I am not very impressed 

by such arguments. There are caves and caves: this one was described to me by Tony Waltham as "the 

best cave in the world". I don't know about that, but I do find it difficult to imagine a better one. It needed 

bottoming - and we bottomed it. 

 

The team also discovered and explored a very fine cave about forty-five minutes' walk from Naré. Called 

KILLÉ, it has a classic series of shafts leading to a streamway and sump at -260m. The cave is very 

flood-prone, due to the sudden, massive rainfall. 

 

Four of the team are still (February 1985) in Papua New Guinea, looking for, and I understand finding, 

other caves in the area, so there should be plenty in the Expedition Report for those who judge 

expeditions by the number of metres of passage found. Personally I think that if the trip has had any real 

merit it lies in the remoteness, severity and unique beauty of the Nare - and in the courage and 

determination of my companions. 

 

 

 

 

 

(The title block is from the official Expedition letter heading -Ed.) 
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GROTTE DE CABRESPINE 
 

Bob Lewis 

 

Beside the road just south of the village of Cabrespine, some 25 miles from Carcassonne, lies the system 

known unremarkably as GROTTE DE CABRESPINE. The entrance lies beneath a walled-off section of 

overhanging cliff, within sight of the nearest dwellings. Gate: climb over. Down slope to second gate, 

with chain and padlock. It may or may not be possible to raise this gate so as to lift it off its hinges. 

(...may we assume the writer had borrowed the key? -Ed.) 

 

Walking passage divides, both ways reaching large cross-passage. Try to go straight on, neither ascending 

nor descending (quite easy not to manage). The way is then easy 200ft stroll to obvious curve right. All 

ways left or ahead at this curve end. Round curve R and on 50ft to boulders. Find way of doubling back 

under left wall here - down under blocks and obvious way forward to T-junction. Go left via 2ft high 

creep to foot of rift. Climb up this - possibly aid in place - keeping to left to little balcony with a nice stal. 

grill, 40ft up. Traverse right, inside or outside grille, for 15ft to ample ascending hall. Go up about 100ft 

towards daylight: the entrance above is AVEN DU ROC D'AIGLE, tackle not known to me. After 100ft 

take obvious walk to left, 100ft to head of slope down (which may have fixed ropes in place). Zig-zag 

down c.150ft to stream, and, just downstream, gate no.3. It may be possible to open this. 

 

Some 200ft beyond the gate, ascend to boulders, climb over leftwards then follow pleasant, well-worn, 

muddy hands-and-knees creep for 300ft to short drop under polished boulders and further 100ft creep to 

meet main stream. Cross water and walk on to large boulder cavern with the stream flowing left to right. 

 

Downstream some 500ft until forced to ascend to right on slope to high-level cavern visible from below. 

Find way forward across cavern to fairly obvious route through easy boulder choke. Beyond, maintain 

direction and height as far as possible to opposite side of very high (400ft+) cavern, to find drop behind 

large boulders. Descend this - 20ft rigid ladder probably in place - and scramble to stream. 

 

First few hundred feet downstream are wading but the route soon becomes devious, with a number of 

high-level variations which, though lengthy, are preferable to the intimidating (and no doubt sumped) 

tubes taking the water. About one mile from the fixed ladder the route is by way of a huge cavern with 

stalagmites some 40ft high and up to 80ft in circumference, in a zone perhaps 250ft wide - route-finding 

is not simple. Beyond, the passages continue very large, with splendid decorations, to a section of gours 

and lakes dominated by traverse-wires which need not be used. This is succeeded by high- and low-level 

passages for about ¾ mile to an area of tedious slopes. A description of these latter stages is pretty futile. 

The best-trodden way is mostly out of the stream, which apparently goes off South. We stopped at a static 

sump after descending a 15ft knotted rope. A high-level cavern could be seen going on, though with very 

few signs of visitors. 

 

Wet-suited cavers will not enjoy the trip as well as they might. 

 

Following return to the U.K., the above text and some maps, in an attache case, were stolen from my car, 

at a cost of £26 (broken window). The documents, but not the case, were recovered by me the following 

day, from behind a wall in a nearby children's play area. 

 

There may be some justice in this! 
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PUTTING A SPARK BACK INTO AN OLD AMMUNITION DUMP 
 

BOB SCAMMEL 

 

As some may already know, or have read in the local papers, the WWII ammunition bunker at Farleigh 

Rise, between Bathford and Monkton Farleigh, is to be opened to the public early next Summer. Built 

into the farther reaches of Brown's Folly Stone Mine, from which it is separated by concrete walls up to 

twenty feet thick, it is reportedly the largest such bunker in Western Europe, covering some thirty-seven 

acres. 

 

Vandalism and destruction on a grand scale has occurred, particularly in the past eighteen months, when 

thousands of pounds' worth of lead and copper wire has been stolen by persons known. 

 

Besides the vandalism, other, smaller items have been removed over the years, as souvenirs or to preserve 

them, by people taking advantage of the "open days" when access was via the air shafts or has been 

arranged by the more unscrupulous visitors. The new owners, working at the moment on a very tight 

budget where every penny must count, would be very grateful to anyone who may have any of these bits 

and pieces - however small or unimportant these may seem - if they would be kind enough to return them 

so that they may be restored to their original places. Such items are: electrical T-keys, signs and notices, 

papers and documents and small coloured glass covers and lenses from lamps in the power house. One 

especially important is an otherwise-irreplaceable red glass from the "Bathford Feeder". I have already 

returned items which I had "borrowed": the new owners were only too thankful that these had survived, 

which they would not have otherwise done. 

 

All this has to be cleared up and re-instated to its former glory. Any volunteer help is very welcome as 

long as it's willing and constructive, as the work is hard and very dirty. If anyone can assist in any way at 

all, or if anyone has items of 1940's office equipment etc. they no longer require and wish to donate to a 

good museum, please contact: 

 

BOB SCAMMELL. CLEMATIS COTTAGE, HIGH STREET, BATHFORD, BATH, AVON. 

(0225) 859232 

 

Or 

 

NICK McCAMLEY. LIMPLEY STOKE (022 122) 3472. 

 

A small note must be added concerning entry via the AIR SHAFTS. These have now been blocked at the 

bottoms with vast quantities of steel wire offcuts, the proceeds of the aforementioned vandals, so anyone 

attempting to abseil these shafts may find it impossible to reach the bottom without ripping themselves to 

pieces. This had to be done for security while keeping a clear air-flow; anyone who has seen the damage 

earlier last year would appreciate the reason for such drastic steps. 

 

Opening Times: 

 

Weekends to Easter 1985. After Easter, hopefully all week (depending on progress). 
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WOOKEY HOLE SURVEY & NOTES 

 

The Wookey Hole survey, largely of course the work of the Cave Diving Group, contains a significant 

distortion. This and its cause are known, and thanks are due to Chris Milne for the information. It was 

decided to publish it with the error and add this note, rather than attempting to correct it with no proper 

survey measurements to hand. 

 

The error lies in the plan length of the 22 - 24 area. Sting Corner should lie roughly S.E. of the drawn 

position, the two side passages (West from 24 and East from the end of 20) nearly coinciding. 

 

This reproduction was reduced from an A3 size tracing, on which the scale bar had been re-drawn. The 

survey history is given with acknowledgements to D.J. Irwin & A.J. Knibbs, from whose "Mendip 

Underground" it is summarised. The same reference gives a full bibliography as far as Wookey 24 (CDG 

1976), ppl67 - 168. 

 

ENTRANCE - 21 

MNRC / CDG, no grade. 1970. pub J. WCC 11 (128) p33, 1970. 

 

20 - 22 

CDG, BCRA Grade 1. 1971. pub. CDG N/L New Series (20) p19, 1971. 

 

22 - 24 

CDG, Grade 1. 1976. pub. CDG N/L New Series (39) p24, 1976. 

 

24 - 25 

CDG, Grade 1. 1976. pub. CDG N/L New Series (41) p42, 1976. 

 

9(2) EXTENSIONS 

CDG, CRG Grade 5. 1971. pub. CDG N/L New Series (24), insert pp28-29, 1972. 

 

Acknowledgements: 

 

Cave Diving Group, 

Mendip Nature Reseach Committee. 
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MINUTES of the 1984 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the WESSEX CAVE CLUB, 

held at the Hunters Lodge Inn, Priddy on Saturday, November 3rd. 1984 at 2.45pm. 

 

36 Members attended. 

 

1. President's Address 

 

Luke welcomed everyone to the 50th. A.G.M. and especially the Rev. C. Cullingford and Mr. A.J.S. 

McMillan (Mac). He said tne Club had been going for 50 years and had thrived on the constant 

criticism by its members about the running of it, which has made it the democracy it is today and to 

keep on doing so. He proposed Phil Hendy to chair the meeting. 

 

2. Apologies for Absence. 

 

Apologies were received from:- 

 

 

3. Election of Chairman. 

 

Phil Hendy was proposed, seconded and accepted to chair the Meeting. 

 

4. Chairman's Opening Remarks 

 

The Club is still going after fifty years because of the responsible attitude of its members and 

carrying on its traditions. The purpose of A.G.Ms. are for all the members to get together to thrash 

out where they are going. 

 

5. Minutes of the 1933 A.G.M. 

 

The Minutes were taken as read, proposed and seconded. 

 

6. Matters Arising from the Minutes 

 

Swildon's Survey: This is nearing completion with a few new parts to re-survey. 

Frank Frost photo Collection: All the photos have been sorted and logged ready to be compiled for 

publication. Phil said he is concentrating of Howard Kenney's Diary, which is almost ready for 

printing. Journal Binding: Richard Kenney recommended Mike D-York. Phil said we hope slowly 

to get all the publications in the Library bound. The red dragon on the Journal cover has been 

changed to gold. 

 

7. Reports of the Officers for 1983 / 84 

The Reports from the Handbook were taken as read, proposed and seconded. Dave Morrison arrived 

later with a verbal Tackle Report. Tackle Report: Dave said it had been a good year, where only six 

ladders had been mislaid and four obtained. The new tackle store and booking system works well 

but would be disrupted soon during the alterations in the extension. We have a good stock of 

pulleys and have .just bought 1400 feet of rope which we hope to have dyed. The store provided 

good conditions for drying ropes and ladders, which meant little deterioration over the year. We 

have about 1750 feet of ladder in stock. 

Sir J. Wedgwood B. Prewer O.C. Lloyd 

T. Reynolds E. & A. Hensler J. Hanwell 

G. Tudgay B. Hansford A. Surrell 

K. Sanderson B. Davis J. Jones 

G. Moore A. Vanderplank J. Thomas 

C. Foster.   
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8. Discussion of these Reports 

 

Editor's Report: Sue Deal asked about comments made in the Report. Al said he found it difficult 

through lack of articles supplied. Nigel asked if controversial reports may be added to encourage 

debate - this was to be left to the Editor's discretion. Richard Kenney said an appeal for more 

articles must be given as this is a vital part of the Club. 

Tackle Report: Luke asked if the tackle is inspected every six months as it used to be. Dave said it 

was probably more often. Glyn Bolt explained how the tackle was used in rotation. Luke asked if 

the ropes are inspected for rot - it was agreed that abrasion was more of a problem but was easier to 

see with nylon ropes. Dave said he wondered if dyeing the rope would affect it, but it was the only 

way of identifying it. Wally Willcocks suggested sending a test-piece to the N.C.A. Glyn said that 

more tethers were needed to replace old ones. The Rev. Cullingford suggested an A.B.C. of tackle 

care be put in the Journal. Al said this had been done, with diagrams, last year. It was agreed it 

could be repeated regularly to keep reminding members. Luke suggested it might be in the 

handbook. 

General: Don Thompson asked why there were so few Reports in the Handbook. Richard Kenney 

said that officers should supply a written report to the A.G.M. Don proposed a Rule change that - 

"Committee Officers shall provide a written report to the A.G.M." This was seconded by Richard 

and accepted unanimously. 

 

9. Treasurer's Report 

 

Fred said that he was sorry he could not provide a written report as the books were still with Tim 

Reynolds. He said he ran into difficulties during the last three years and part of the delay of having 

the accounts ready was his fault. Tim had also been very busy over the last two years but had come 

up with a provisional set of accounts for 1983. At the moment there is £2700 in the Hut Sinking 

Fund and £3300 in the current account. It would be necessary to keep a large amount in the current 

account for large bill which will become due shortly. Sales have increased last year and are 

boosting the income for the Hut alterations. Tim's views are that sales are restricted to members and 

guests, not to commercial outlets. 

 

10. Auditor's Report 

 

This was not available. 

 

11. Discussion of these Reports 

 

Phil said he had spoken to Tim, who said he could give a complete account in the next month, and 

would like to re-assure the Club there was money available to cover present needs. Richard Kenney 

asked if the accounts were complex, whether we should pay a professional to do them. Dianne 

Walker said this may not be necessary if the next auditor could bring the books up to date. The Rev. 

Cullingford asked if a change of date of the financial year would help. Keith Goverd suggested it 

should be left to the discretion of the Treasurer whether outside help was needed. Al Keen said if 

figures were available the Treasurer could submit balance sheets. Richard Kenney proposed that- 

"The Committee should keep the finances of the Club under close scrutiny with the opinions of 

the new Treasurer, to provide positive results at the next A.G.M." 

This was seconded and passed with one abstention. 

Maurice Hewins said the Survey Account was going well, and that the main account owed the 

Survey Fund £62.00. 

 

12. Trustees’ Report 

 

A written Report was supplied at the A.G.M. 

This was taken as read with thanks. 
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president 

Vice-Presidents 

13. Motions for Discussion 

 

Motion 1 - The Committee proposes that Subscriptions for the year 1984 / 85 be £12.00 for 

members and £14.50 for joint members. 

This Motion was carried - 23 for, 1 against, 3 abstentions. 

 

Motion 2 -  The Committee proposes that Paul Dolphin be made Vice-president of the Club. 

This Motion was carried - 23 for, 1 abstention. 

 

14. Election of Officers and Committee for 1984 / 85 

 

President  L. Devenish 

 

Vive-Presidents N. Casteret 

Rev. C. Cullingford 

Sir John Wedgwood 

Paul Dolphin 

 

15. Election of Hon. Auditor 

 

Tim Reynolds has offered to stand. Prop. J.R. Felstead, sec. W. Willcocks. 

A vote was taken - 23 for, 3 abstentions. 

 

16. Any Other Business 

 

Phil thanked the work done by the out-going Committee, and Al Keen for his job as Editor. 

 

The 50th. Anniversary Dinner will start at 8 for 8.30p.m. at the Cadbury Court Country Club. 

 

The Meeting Closed at 5.30p.m. 

 

R. DRAKE Hon. Secretary 

Chairman P.G. Hendy prop. M.D.-York s. P. Hann 

Secretary R. Drake prop. J. Bolt s. P. Hendy 

Asst. Secretary Julie Bolt prop. P. Hann s. P. Hendy 

Treasurer Dianne Walker prop. J. Felstead s. L. Hendy 

Editor N. Graham prop. J. Felstead s. P. Hendy 

Caving Sec. J. Price prop. M.D-York s. R. Drake 

Gear Curator D. Morrison prop. J. Felstead s. P. Hendy 

Hut Admin. Officer G. Bolt prop. P. Hann s. M.D.-York 

Hut Warden rota system     

Ordinary P. Hann prop. J. Bolt s. M.D.-York 

Committee 

Members 

M. D-York prop. P. Hendy s. J. Felstead 

J.R. Felstead prop. D. Morrison s. J. Price 
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DOW CAVE AND YORKSHIRE PUDDING 
 

Agricola 

 

Links with the Craven Pothole Club and the Wessex are quite strong, and on 24th November, a party of 

six NHASA left Mendip at the unprecedentedly early hour of 5am to attend the Craven Dinner at 

Threshfield, just outside Grassington. Packed with Don Thomson into his passion wagon were Jim 

Hanwell, Fred Davies, Brian Prewer, Brian Workman and Phil Hendy , who had been invited along as 

chief guest. 

 

We arrived in Grassington by late morning, and there we had a quick beer and left Prew, who as a CPC 

member wanted to attend the AGM. The rest of us set out to locate the dinner venue, a camp site, 

restaurant and small sports complex set in pleasant woodland. Another beer was consumed and a couple 

of tents were erected, then the remaining five of us set out for a stroll up to Great Whernside. The going 

was good as far as Dow Cave, then Fred led us along a precipitous grass traverse, until we started the long 

steep slog to the summit. A strong wind with scattered heavy showers pushed us to the top, where we 

found it almost impossible to stand upright in the gale. Luckily, we found a stone enclosure in which to 

sit and partake of various snacks and whisky. The return was by way of Providence Pot, and a traverse 

around the hillside back to Dow. 

 

To our surprise and pleasure, the sports complex was open, so we had time to swim in a warm pool, and 

enjoy the sauna and jacuzzi before changing for the dinner. In complete contrast, Prew had to change in a 

dark and draughty Gents in Grassington. 

 

The Dinner was well-attended, and excellent in quality and quantity. Roast beef and Yorkshire pudding 

is, of course, obligatory in that county! Bourgeois southerners were a little surprised by the shortage of 

wine, but this was more than adequately compensated for by the ample flow of beer. Phil's speech seemed 

to be well-received. Taking as his theme the Craven winch meet at Gaping Gill, he went on to develop the 

rope ladder, via SET, the knobbly dog and wooden steps, culminating in the electron ladder. The reader 

will not be surprised to learn that the evening ended noisily in the bar, where anyone left with a thirst after 

the meal was able to rectify the situation. 

 

The following morning dawned grey and damp, and then deteriorated. However, Fred wasted no time in 

organising a brew and then a substantial fried breakfast. By 10am we were on our way to the President's 

Meet at Dow Cave. This easy trip was well-suited to our condition, and we made leisurely progress to 

Hobson's Choice, to inspect the Craven's dig through the bottom of what must be one of the most 

horrendous boulder ruckles imaginable. At least they know what is on the other side, we then went up 

Dowbergill Passage as far as Hardy's Horror. This is a superb length of passage, even though the water 

temperature was very low - especially in the duck. Returning to the surface, we managed to change 

between showers and then joined the Craven in a pint at Kettlewell before returning to Mendip. 

 

An excellent weekend; our thanks go to the Craven for their hospitality and conviviality. 
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RULES OF THE WESSEX CAVE CLUB 
 

AS AT November 1984. 

 

1. That the Club shall be called the Wessex Cave Club. 

 

2. That the objects of the Club shall be to promote the sport and science of caving by:- 

 

a) Initiating newcomers into the best traditions of the game. 

b) Gating caves that are likely to become despoiled. 

c) Publications. 

d) Organising gatherings to explore, or excavate for, caves. 

e) Arranging for members to visit caves in districts other than their own. 

f) Erecting and maintaining huts where members can stay while cave-hunting. 

g) Maintaining gear for the use by members. 

h) Maintaining for the use by members a library of books, literature and maps. 

 

 

3. That the Club shall consist of Honorary Members and Ordinary Members who may be of either sex. 

 

4. That the President, Vice-President and Honorary Members shall be entitled to exercise all the 

privileges of the Ordinary Members, including rights to stand for office and for the Committee, and 

all voting rights. The president and Vice-Presidents shall retire annually and be eligible for re-

election. 

 

5. That the affairs of the club shall be conducted by a Committee, which shall consist of a Chairman, 

Secretary, Treasurer, Gear Curator, Assistant Secretary, Caving Secretary, Editor, H.Q. Warden, 

H.Q. Administration Officer and three other members, who shall retire annually and be eligible for 

re-election. These posts are honorary and must be filled by full members of the Club. The 

Committee shall fill any casual vacancies. The Committee may appoint any member of the Club, 

whether they be a Committee member or not, to carry out any duties that the Committee consider 

necessary. 

 

The Honorary Secretary of any properly constituted group within the Club shall be eligible to attend 

a Committee Meeting in an ex-officio capacity, and may nominate a substitute to attend any 

meeting which he cannot attend personally. 

 

Committee Officers shall each provide a written report to the Annual General Meeting. 

 

An Honorary Auditor shall be appointed each year at the Annual General Meeting. 

 

6. Any member standing for election to office or for membership of the Committee must be nominated 

by two members of the Club. The election of the Committee shall normally be by ballot and ballot 

papers must be returned by the start of the Annual General Meeting. Nominations for Officers and 

for membership of the Committee shall be received one month before the A.G.M. and ballot papers 

shall be sent out at least two weeks before the Meeting. Any unfilled post may be filled by 

nomination and voting at the A.G.M. The end of the Club Year shall coincide with the date of the 

Annual General Meeting. The A.G.M. and the Annual Dinner shall normally be held on the third 

Saturday in October. 
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7. That any person desiring to join the Club must be nominated by two Members and elected by the 

Committee. No applicant for full or joint membership shall be accepted for membership of the Club 

until he or she has attained the age of sixteen years, and obtained the permission of his or her 

parents or guardian, who will be required to sign a special form supplied by the Club. Minor 

members must resubmit an application form, accepting the Club Rules, on attaining the age of 

eighteen years. 

 

All members of an affiliated club who are under the age of majority must obtain the permission of 

his or her parent or guardian, who will be required to sign a special form supplied by the Club. 

Adult members of an affiliated club must sign a form accepting the provisions of Rule 10. 

 

8. That the subscriptions for the coming year be decided by motion at the Annual General meeting, 

and shall become due at the end of the Meeting. Any member whose subscription has become more 

than one month overdue shall be named in the next Journal, and if within one month the 

subscription has not been paid, the member's name shall be removed from the list of members, and 

notice to this effect shall be sent to the member. 

 

The subscription of a member joining near the end of the financial year may be deemed at the 

discretion of the Committee to cover the subscription for the following year. Married couples may 

become joint members and shall enjoy all the amenities of the Club, except that they shall receive 

one copy of each Journal issued, and one vote only. A membership card shall be issued to any 

member. 

 

Any member of a substantial number of years standing, on reaching State pensionable age, and who 

has ceased active caving, may apply to pay a reduced subscription, the amount of which will be 

decided each year by the Committee. 

 

9. Charges for the use of Club facilities shall be regulated by the Committee. 

 

10. That every person, whether a member of the Club, member of an affiliated club or non-member, 

making use of the services of a guide or guides, or taking part in any activity or expedition 

organised by the Club, or in which any member of the Club shall take part, shall do so at his or her 

own risk, and that he or she, or his or her legal personal representative or assigns or dependents 

shall have no claim or right of action against the Club, or any member thereof, in respect of any 

damage, loss or injury (including death) sustained by whomsoever and howsoever caused 

notwithstanding any negligence of the guide or any members, or the body of members of the Club. 

 

11. That an Extraordinary General Meeting may be called at any time by the Honorary Secretary when 

required to do so by the Committee, or in writing by ten members of the Club. Two weeks' notice 

must in all cases be given. Such a meeting may not pass a resolution, but by a simple majority of 

those present may draw up a resolution to be voted on by postal ballot within one month by the 

members of the Club. 

 

12. That members using the Club Headquarters shall leave it in a clean and tidy condition. 

 

Any member or his guest(s) wishing to stay at the Wessex Cave Club Upper Pitts H.Q. may do so 

for no more than 14 days in any 28 days, unless engaged in a recognised research project connected 

with speleology, and then only with the express permission of the Committee, who will set the fees 

for that period at a fair rate. 

 

The Committee and the Trustees shall be empowered to expel from the Club any member who is in 

breach of these conditions. 

 

 



 

52 

 

13. That no alteration to these Rules shall be made except at an A.G.M. or by special resolution passed 

at an E.G.M. called at the request of the Committee. Alterations in subscriptions rates shall be 

effective from the date of the meeting at which they are passed. 

 

14. Any person or affiliated club whose membership is deemed to be undesirable by the Committee 

may have membership suspended by the Committee until, and not longer than, the next A.G.M., at 

which the member or affiliated club concerned shall have the opportunity of being heard. A three-

quarters majority of the members present at the A.G.M. may expel such members or affiliated 

clubs. 

 

15. That the Committee shall have the right to refuse the use of Club possessions to members, or 

affiliated clubs, when they consider it desirable in the interest either of the Club or the member or 

affiliated club concerned, but the member or affiliated club concerned shall have the right of appeal 

to the Committee against this decision. 

 

16. That caving clubs or societies attached to educational establishments for minors, or youth 

organisations, may become affiliated to the Club on the approval of the Committee and subject to 

the inclusion in the rules of the club to be affiliated certain rules as approved by the members of the 

Wessex Cave Club, and compliance with regulations as laid down from time to time by the 

Committee of the Wessex Cave Club for the time being. 

 

The subscription shall be one quarter of the subscription of an Ordinary Member of the Wessex 

Cave Club for each member of the affiliated club. Each affiliated club shall have one vote and 

receive one copy of each Journal and other Club communications. 

 

NOTE: The concession given by this rule is normally intended for minors under 18 who are not 

wage-earners and are still pupils at the educational establishments concerned or active members of 

the affiliated youth organisations. Adults attached to an affiliated club will normally be expected to 

join as full members. 

 

17. That members of affiliated bodies may become Ordinary Members of the Club when their 

application has been approved by the Committee and the Annual Subscription has been paid. 

 

18. That notices of motions for discussion at the Annual General Meeting shall be received by the 

Honorary Secretary not more than two weeks after posting notices of the meeting. Such notices of 

motions must have the names of the proposers, and be circulated to the members at least seven days 

prior to the meeting. 

 

19. That at each A.G.M., The Club shall decide on the sum of money to be placed for that year in the 

Hut Sinking Fund. This Fund is to be used only for major repairs, extensions, additions to or 

replacements of the Club Huts. The administration of the Fund is in the hands of the Committee. 

 

20. No part of the Club's funds shall at any time be distributed by gift, division or bonus in money, to or 

between any of its members. On dissolution, surplus funds shall be applied in or towards the 

advancement of science in the fields of Speleology, Archaeology or Geology, or any of them. 

 

21. There shall be four Trustees of the Club. The first Trustees shall be appointed by the Committee 

and the freehold, leasehold, shares and other property of the Club shall be vested in them to be dealt 

with as the Committee shall from time to time direct by resolution (of which an entry in the minute 

book shall be conclusive evidence). The Trustees shall be indemnified against risk and expense out 

of the Club property. The Trustees shall hold office until death, or resignation, or until removed 

from office by a resolution of a General Meeting of members who may for any reason which may 

seem sufficient to a majority of those present and voting at a General Meeting remove any Trustee 

or Trustees from the office of Trustee. 
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If by reason of any such death, resignation or removal it shall appear necessary to the Committee 

that a new Trustee, or Trustees, should be appointed or if the Committee shall deem it expedient to 

appoint an additional Trustee or Trustees, the Committee shall by resolution nominate the person or 

persons to be appointed the new Trustee or Trustees. For the purpose of giving effect to such 

nominations the President is hereby nominated as the person to appoint new Trustees of the Club 

within the meaning of Section 36 of the Trustees Act 1925 and he shall by deed duly appoint the 

person or persons so nominated by the Committee as the new Trustee or Trustees of the Club and 

the provisions of the Trustees Act 1925 shall apply to any such appointment. Any statement of fact 

in any deed of appointment shall be in favour of a person dealing bona-fide and for value with the 

Club, or the Committee, be conclusive evidence of the fact so stated. 

 

 

 

 

 

RULES RELATING TO AFFILIATED CLUBS 
 

1. All members of affiliated clubs must comply with:- 

 

a) Rule 16 and other Rules of Wessex Cave Club so far as they apply to affiliated clubs. 

b) The Hut Regulations and the orders of the Hut Warden and Assistant Hut Warden. 

c) The orders of the Gear Curator when using W.C.C. tackle. 

d) Such sundry regulations or decisions that the Committee may make from time to time. 

 

2. Members of affiliated clubs do not become, and must not represent themselves as, members of 

W.C.C. 

 

3. Each affiliated club shall produce to the Secretary or Assistant Secretary of W.C.C. a copy of its 

rules on request. 

 

4. Each affiliated club shall send to the Assistant Secretary of W.C.C. in November each year, a list of 

members of the affiliated club, giving names, addresses and ages, and the same particulars of any 

new members within one month of election shall be advised to the Assistant Secretary of W.C.C. 

 

5. Each affiliated club may have use of Wessex tackle, and Wessex Club accommodation only by 

advance application to the Hut Warden. 

 

No guests of affiliated club members will be allowed these facilities. 

 

6. Each affiliated club shall receive one copy of each Journal and other Club communications (see 

Rule 16). Affiliated clubs may make advance annual orders for additional Journals at a price to be 

agreed at the time. 

 

7. Members of affiliated clubs shall receive, as far as possible, the same access arrangements to 

controlled caves as full Wessex members. 
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FROM THE LOG 
 

Following requests for information on recent finds (see Ray Borrett's letter in this issue), here are a few 

notes on current digs. This is not intended to be detailed information, simply a complement to the Log 

extracts. 

 

The notes on Fault Chamber, Renascence Series and Watergate are by Pete and Alison Moody, 

who also edited the remainder (by N.G.). 

 

SWILDONS HOLE 

 

Fault Chamber area. Middle Fault dig is along a silted passage off the route to Fault Chamber. Watergate 

Connection is a series of passages leading from Swildons Four, via a very muddy streamway, up into 

Paradise Regained at the Fault Chamber / Round Trip junction. 

 

Renascence Series, beyond the old Sidcot Dig in S.E. Inlets, consists of an old horizontal joint-controlled 

passage heading towards Barnes Loop, and a series of steeply-ascending rifts and avens climbing to 

within 100ft of the surface towards an early swallet in an area South of the Upper Series Oxbows. 

 

Near the cave entrance, three sites are receiving attention. Going down-cave: 

 

Butcombe Chamber is a large rift-chamber reached from the Oxbows; the typical reaction of visitors 

seeing it for the first time, in an area noted for crawls and squeezes, is, "Wossat doing ’ere??". 

 

Lowbow continues - or seems to continue - the lower end of the Oxbows, into narrow rifts and squeezes. 

Quite where it is dipping and striking off towards, is by no means clear: a lot of questions are being raised 

concerning this area of Swildons. 

 

Hensler's Dig is a solidly-choked rift leading from the lower right-hand corner of the Water Chamber. 

Eric Hensler started this while he was in Wiltshire during the War, and reached a point perhaps 50ft in, 

where a stubborn stalagmite floor had turned the passage into a flat-out crawl. This has been penetrated 

perhaps ten feet further, to an abrupt bend aiming the passage at the Water Rift wall - we have not yet 

found any sign of it along there though... (Acknowledgements to Brian Prewer for the history of this dig). 

 

WARREN FARM SWALLET 

 

This is listed by Barrington & Stanton as Charterhouse Warren Farm Swallet, but the Charterhouse has 

been dropped to avoid confusion. A shaft with an intriguing squeeze in it, drops into a large chamber 

currently under archaeological investigation. 

 

CHARTERHOUSE CAVE 

 

Close to G.B. Cave, it resembles a scaled-down version of the latter's Gorge. The downstream end lies 

below Great Swallet, in a massive boulder ruckle yielding little-by-little to patient extraction and 

concreting techniques. 

 

EASTWATER CAVERN 

 

The WEST END SERIES is probably Mendip's most difficult stretch of cave. It lies beyond the "end" of 

Ifold's Series, a set of typical Eastwater bedding-planes and rifts to Regents Street (decorated) and Greek 

Street, the key to a lower series, via traverses and a pitch. The whole series was first entered by the 

B.E.C., with subsequent exploration being carried out by a joint BEC / WCC team. 
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Eastwater Cavern 
 

Pete & Alison Moody, Pete Watts, Geoff Newton, Martin Buckley, Paul Sutton, Tony Jarrett. 

 

5 January. J-Rat & G.N. West End Series. To the big aven in the right-hand series. J-Rat climbed the 

notch at the far end of the aven for 25- 30ft. This pinched out about 15-20ft higher and is not an inlet as 

originally hoped. Anyone wanting to climb the aven will have to bolt all the way up from the floor (50ft). 

G.N. pushed Aberfan Passage a couple of body lengths further than previously. The bedding eventually 

becomes too tight but a vadose passage about 2ft to the right could be reached by someone small, and 

appears to go a fair distance. The ladder was removed from Dolphin as its disintegration appeared 

imminent: it had been found by J-Rat in the Berger, ten years ago! 

 

26 January. P. & A.M., P.W., G.N., M.B., P.S. Tying off some of the left hand series leads. The 

draughting aven in Whitehall was thoroughly checked: closes down to very small tubes some 20ft up. In 

the Jubilee Line the passage to the left, by the pearls, was pushed to some tubes doubling back to the start 

of Jubilee. On the way out the traverse used to bypass the eyehole pitch really does save a lot of effort. 

Blackwall Tunnel and the banged bedding has cleaned up considerably and is much easier than it used to 

be. 

 

29 January. Beth Yates, Ian Jepson. To Morton's Pot to retrieve old bang wire and leave new one near 

dig. Cave quite moist - too moist in fact to reach the dig without holding one's breath. I.J. 

 

9 February. P.M., P.W., G.N., Mark Hurley & Steve Milner (BEC). Sump digging in Eastwater extension. 

G.N., M.L., S.M. to start bolting Cenotaph Aven. In fact we got as far as the low passage to Blackwall 

Tunnel, where we found the way sumped right back. The cave was certainly wet and to see it like that 

was a bit off-putting. Perhaps the food dump beyond needs increasing. 

 

2 March. P & A.M., P.W. To bang end of Whitehall and dig a passage near Cenotaph Aven. G.N., M.H., 

& S.M. had preceded us to begin bolting Cenotaph. 

 

At Gladman’s we met Tim and Dave (BEC) on their way out. They said the duck at the bottom of 

Blackwall was open but pretty wet. They only had furry suits, but the others (wet suited) had gone 

through. We found only 2 inch airspace: a bit naughty as it's tight with a right-angle bend. Meeting the 

others at the Cenotaph we made some comment about the duck and they replied that they hadn't found it 

bad. For a few minutes I thought they were bullshitting me and they thought I was bluffing. 

 

Then discovered they'd had at least 6 inch airspace half an hour before: the bloody thing must be filling 

up! A really hurried retreat was made. The duck still had an airspace but it was totally unusable. P.W. 

somehow got through and then that was it. 

 

Hard bailing with helmets and a small container stopped it rising any further, while Mark went back for 

the large BDH container holding the food dump at the start of the Jubilee Line. Bailing with this, and with 

Pete building a dam on the home side we began to get the water to drop. After 2 hours hard bailing we 

dropped it sufficiently to duck back out. An exciting trip... 

-Pete Moody. 

 

Charterhouse Cave 
 

Pete Hann, Julie Bolt, Clive Barlow, Merv Ingram, Nigel Graham. 

 

15 December. P.H., J.B. Cement in end boulders.  

 

19 December. Beth Yates, P.H., C.B., M.I. Beth's first trip in the cave. A quick tourist trip for her while 

the others collected gravel for the end dig concrete. 
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5 January. P.H., J.B. Collected more gravel and put more concrete in end boulders. Next trip is s... or bust 

with a long bar to see what's safe further on. 

 

13 January. P.H., C.B. Attacked boulders with a long bar, but not a lot happened. Dug 4ft deep hole in 

floor to what appears to be the stream bed, but no water flowing. The boulders in the roof need bang, and 

a large stream needed to find out where it's flowing. 

 

27 January. P.H., P.W., Anne Lavender, Chris Milne, K.G. Removed lot of spoil from dig. The boulders 

need banging. Stream still not audible even in a reasonable flow. Looking good, very strong outward 

draught. 

 

17 February. Pete Watts, Alison Moody. Looked at small holes in area from Midsummer Chamber to the 

Citadel. Lots were found, but none went anywhere. Also climbed about in the roof, where it was found 

that the hanging boulders didn't always want to hang. P.W. 

 

23 February. P.H., Jim Rands, K.G. More concreting. N.G. 

 P.H. 

 

Swildons Hole 

 

Initials: as initials and names above. 

 

28 December '84. P.W., P.H. LOWER FAULT CHAMBER. Second attempt to recover hoses from 

Watergate for Pete & Alison. Managed to get siphon working, but found all the buckets had holes in 

them. After a few choice words and a lot of bailing, opened sump enough to get into Watergate. Upstream 

was well and truly sumped so left hoses in place for time being. "Mr. Hann said something about the 

climb out of Lower Fault Chamber that cannot be printed here". -P.W. 
 

29 December. G.N., P.S., Julian Taylor. MIDDLE FAULT CHAMBER DIG. Joined by Andy Ward & 

Paul Ibberson. Roof appears to have bottomed: dig starting to go up again. 
 

31 December. P.H., J.B., K.G. BUTCOMBE CHAMBER. Look around this rift chamber (found 12/12), 

obtained further survey details. 
 

31 December. G.N., P.M. SHATTER SERIES to DAMP LINK AVEN. Cleared loose debris from visit on 

8/12. Way up is into boulder jumble: with no obvious route to pursue, abandoned dig. 
 

23 January. P.H., M.I. UPPER OXBOWS. Started digging up through boulders to see if there is a 

continuation of Butcombe Chamber back towards the entrance. Two feet of progress: looking good. 
 

30 January. P.H., C.B., M.I., B.Y., Aubrey Newport. BUTCOMBE CHAMBER. Started digging 

downstream choke, calcite over sand and cobbles. At end of session, managed to squeeze into 6ft high, 2ft 

dia. aven, seen by Alison. The passage continues down at floor level, small outward draught A good 

session will let us see what is beyond. 
 

6 February. P.H., C.B., J.S., M.I. Removed good quantity of spoil and calcite floor, 9" gravel to another 

false floor ¼" thick, 6" air space to more gravel. Way on seen for 8ft but is too tight. 
 

13 February. P.H., C.B., M.I., Dave Willmot. Lowered floor six inches. 
 

20 February. P.H., C.B., M.I., John Scott. Digging very hard, in a layer of stones cemented together, 

about 1ft thick. 
 

27 February. P.H., B.Y., M.I., C.B. P.H. first went to Lowbow to remove buckets and ropes from former 

dig, then on to remove more spoil. Installed traverse line on top: the climb is getting very slippery (mud). 

  P.H. 
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2 January. P.H., C.B. LOWBOW. To measure length of hosepipe needed for irrigating Lowbow (for 

mud-flushing, flow testing and, possibly, tracing) 105 metres. Tried poking boulders in aven but far too 

short for safety. The boulders in side passage were looked at but left alone because a squatter - a Lesser 

Horseshoe Bat - has taken up residence among them. This is a bloody good excuse not to go back for a 

while!  -Pete Hann. 

 

13 January. N.G. HENSLER'S DIG. Very slow progress. 

 

2 February. P.W., P. & A.M., G.N., P.H. LOWER FAULT CHAMBER: surveyed up dip passages. 

MIDDLE FAULT CHAMBER: did bit of digging, but progress really slow. Had a good look at Greasy 

Chimney area on way out. 

 

24 February. G.N., P.M. First to St. Pauls to dig the MUDDY OXBOW passage, then to Two to look at 

the B.E.C.'s finds off Old Approach. Did not know exactly where it was but took a narrow canyon down 

from the oxbow just before the sharp NW-ward turn in the main passage. The canyon drops into a larger 

passage with a small stream. Right to a choke which must be very close to the Abandon Hope duck 

soakaway. Straight on down a superb phreatic chute, to a duck and along a dug passage to connect with 

the passage upstream of Creep One. Unfortunately we’d left some gear in Old Approach so had to go all 

the way back to collect it. Later we learned that we'd missed their main find, VALENTINE’S RIFT, 

going off nearer the climb up from 10' Overhang and heading towards Priddy Pool Passage. -P.M. 

 

 

Lionel’s Hole 

 

Pete Watts, Pete & Alison Moody, Bob Prior, Beth Yates. 

 

6 January. Continued banging up first rift in Stick-In-The-Mud passage. A good time was had by all. 

 

13 January. P.W., P. & A.M., Paul Ibberson, Andy Ward. Breakthrough next week. 

 

19 January. P.&A.M. Breakthrough next week... 

 

16 February. P.W., P. & A.M. The Big Push! Set off a charge at the end, waited quarter-hour for fumes to 

clear, during which time A. found 60ft of passage off the Duck Bypass. The fumes had now come out of 

Stick-In-The-Mud Passage, filling the rifts and lower streamway. Went back to the end for some fresh air 

and put in another charge. Rather hard five-hour trip: breakthrough next week. 

 

22 February. P.W., P. & A.M. (the "Gang of Three"). An abortion of a trip. The only thing which went 

successfully was the bang. Breakthrough next year. 

 

23 February. Gang of Three & G.N. After clearing bang debris, all able to get up through eyehole at top 

of rift. A small passage choked to left, but opened up at top of high, steeply-descending rift to right. After 

a little delay dealing with a large flake blocking the way we pursued it for about 60ft before it became too 

low. Two cobble-choked passages at the head of the rift were dug for about half-hour but prospects do not 

appear that good. Total length of extension about 100ft. Probably leave Lionel’s for another few years. 

 

*** *** *** 

 

 

 

1 January. Phil Hendy. Trip round Upper Pitts Drainage System: choked at ladies' bog. Why does it a) 

always happen to me, when b) I have a hangover, and c) there are plenty of idle b---s about who could do 

the job equally as well? Happy New Year, Wessex! P.H. 
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1 January. P.H., P. & A.M. Drove to Rickford, hoping to do RICKFORD FARM CAVEt but the 

landowner was out. To Burrington: quick look down uninspiring MILLARS QUARRY CAVE. Next to 

White Stone Farm and ROCKET DROP to remove bang wire. The air down there is still very suspect 

(CO2 seeping in from silage in neighbouring depression?): descent not advised. Finally SWILDONS, 

failing to find anything new in Butcombe Chamber. -P.H. 

 

Jo Beckett, J.B., P.W., G.N., A.N., N.G. G.B. CAVE, Bat passage. The wet crawl stinks, the duck is 

'orrible: not a full hangover cure! -Aubrey. 

 

4 January. G.N., Andy Simmonds (QMCCC). SPAR POT, a first look for both The cave is well-endowed 

with sharp fossils and thrutchy crawls: an embryo Lionels without the mud. Then to SWILDONS. U-tube 

to Renascence sumped and the Frome Christmas tree has vanished from Sump One chamber. -G.N. 

 

J.B., B.Y., P.W. PINETREE POT. Moonlight Grotto and variously parts of Easy Street. PW to the end. 

"Was it worth it? NO!" 

 -P.W. 

5 January. B.Y., P.W. SINGING RIVER MINE. As an alternative to somewhere horrible, quite a pleasant 

little place. Didn't get lost too often and even found the bits we went to look at. Got wet to the knees in 

the lake and decided that was far enough. -P.W. 

 

16 January. B.Y., C.B., P.H. NORTH HILL SWALLET. Good look around: Pete and Clive had not been 

down before. Quite enjoyed it - can't see why everyone hates the place. On the way out, Beth sat on the 

metal ring on the entrance, and froze to it! A sharp pull left the bum of her wet-suit stuck there. 

 

22 January. Paul Weston & Co. EBBOR. Brought a group of severely- handicapped people up to the Hut 

for lunch, then on to Ebbor to see how far we could get! -P.W. 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY IN THE WESSEX. 

 

Just because it's Christmas you needn't stop caving, Petes Hann & Watts held the fort - a festively well-

decorated Upper Pitts with a few additional home comforts (tv, stereo etc) - but they seemed to have 

contracted a temporary identity crisis... 

 

25 December. Santa Claus & Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer to Swildons. First to Middle Oxbows in 

search of fame and fortune. Found none, so got fed up, went to Sump Two. Ridiculously high and cold 

water - Sump One was a real head-banger. The sleigh wouldn't get through so we had to be content with 

pinching the presents from the Frome C.G. Christmas tree. Two elves Round-Tripping: they climbed the 

Twenty like legless goblins. Hit by flood pulse in Water-Chamber: most enjoyable. Greeted by torrential 

rain on return from cave, ambushed by Snow White & three Dwarves (MNRC) in the field: not enjoyable. 

Ran out of petrol: had to walk back. All in all, a stupid day! 

 

26 December. Pressed Rat and Warthog visit Panto-land (Longwood). Should have known better, seeing 

the stream, but this being the silly season, why not? August was impossible for air-breathers. The amount 

of water flowing down the cave should have given us our second clue as to what was to come next, but... 

From the aven down to Longwood Chamber was very wet, the traverse could be classed as different, and 

Swing Pitch was ridiculous. Rather belatedly we aborted the trip in favour of even more stupid past- 

times. The most stupid was running out of petrol again and having to walk back for the second time in 

two days. 

 

ARE YOU FREE? Volunteers Please, for the remaining 4 Weekends on the HQ Warden list (opposite). 

Contact the Hon. Secretary. 



 

 

BACK PAGE 
 

UPPER PITTS H.Q. WARDEN ROSTER 

 

MARCH 16/17 John Jones JULY 6/7  
 23/24 Rich Websell  13/14 Bob Lawder 
 30/31 Pete Hann  20/21 

27/28 

 

      

APRIL 6/7 Jeff Price AUG 3/4 Kev Clarke 
 13/14 Nigel Graham  10/11 Brian Pitman 
 20/21 John Scott  17/18 Bob Lawder 
 27/28 Phil Hendy  24/25 Jim Rands 

    31/1 Mike Dewdney-York 

MAY 4/5 Fred Felstead    
 11/12 Chris Foster SEPT /l Mike Dewdney-York 
 18/19 Dave Walker  7/8 Pete Hann 
 25/26 Mike Dewdney-York  14/15 Bob Drake 

    21/22 Nigel Graham 

JUNE 1/2 Liz Green  28/29 Glyn Bolt 
 8/9 Fred Felstead    
 15/16 Kev Clarke OCT 5/6 Phil Hendy 
 22/23 Brian Pitman  12/13  
 29/30 Kevin Gannon    
    19/20 (AGM & Dinner W/E) 

 

A circular will be sent to each Duty Warden in advance, advising him or her of the forthcoming rostered 

weekend and including a detailed list of duties and instructions. A copy of the latter is available at the 

HQ. 

 

 

CAVE 

RESCUE 

COUNCIL 

 

A CAVE RESCUE COUNCIL CONFERENCE 

 

will be held on the weekend of MAY 18/19th 1985. 

 

 

On the Saturday evening, there is intended a social evening in 

traditional style (rescue game an' all!). The WCC has offered accommodation to delegates for the 

weekend, so no other guest party bookings will be available for that weekend. More details of the 

conference and the social evening should be available fairly soon. 

 

 

THE ANSWER to the RIDDLE in last edition ("...wrong historically but helped by Oriental ideas...") 

RENASCENCE SERIES, SWILD0NS HOLE. 

 

Try another, at least as devious? Answer (next edition) has Mendip speleological connections but may or 

may not be subterranean. To what, specifically, does this refer, albeit slightly obliquely? 

 

"THE IBERIAN ADVENTURERS, TRAVELLING, MET THE ENGLISH OLD BOYS". 


