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Vol. 17 No. 198          November 1983 

 

EDITORIAL 
 

This issue contains many important notices, news items, and interesting (I hope) articles, so just a few words and then 

on with it... 

 

Volume seventeen so far consists only of seven issues, so the volume is to be continued until next year. News items, 

the log, and articles should be more up-to-date in future. I have received much useful advice on the Journal, and as a 

result I hope to maintain a cross-section and balance of material for readers of all interests, for members and non-

members. 

 

JOURNAL PRIZE 

 

A prize is normally awarded annually, from the proceeds of a donation by the late Frank Frost, for the best article 

published in the Journal. This year it was decided to withhold the prize and to double up on next year. The award will 

go to the best article on the theme of caving ‘through the ages’, which is to be taken in any way that one wishes. 

Younger members should not be put off, as a well-researched article will be considered alongside first-hand 

experience. Do not worry, either, if your writing ability is not up to much, as the editor will help if asked (i.e. bought 

beer). N.B. - material for consideration must be received by the editor by the end of August 1984. 

 

CLUB NEWS 
 

1983 AGM & Dinner The dinner this year was an even bigger success than last year. There were a few things that 

one could have complained about, but these were far outweighed by the overall occasion and enjoyment had by all. 

The committee are always open to sensible suggestions on venue, guest of honour, or whatever, and bearing in mind 

that you can't please everybody! Note: would members please try to get their applications for tickets in well in time. A 

fortnight before this year's, the dinner was nearly cancelled through lack of support. It is a date that should be in 

everyone's diary. Note next year's now - SATURDAY 3RD NOVEMBER. 

 

At the AGM, in addition to those nominations listed in the Handbook, the following were nominated from the floor 

and elected nem. con: 

 

Treasurer : Jerry R Felstead Prop. B Pitman Sec. J Rands 

Caving Secretary : Jeff Price Prop. J Felsted Sec. B Hansford 

Hut Admin. Officer : Glyn Bolt Prop. J Hanwell Sec. A Vanderplank 

 

Nigel Graham, Pete Hann and Mike Dewdney-York were elected as committee members and Tim Reynolds was 

again elected as Hon Auditor nem. con. 

 

No volunteers were forthcoming for the post of Hut Warden. It was decided to have a rota of temporary Hut Wardens, 

who will be given the full support of the committee and, it is hoped, the rest of the club. A list of volunteers was 

compiled at the AGM, and is being organised by Glyn Bolt. Anyone else who feels that they could do the job for one 

or two weekends should contact Glyn. Duties include being available to issue keys, tackle, etc., and to ensure that 

people staying at Upper Pitts keep and leave it reasonably clean and tidy. Hut fees will be waived for the duty officer. 

 

The Chairman expresses his thanks to the outgoing committee members, namely Barry Davies, Adrian and Judith 

Vanderplank, and Paul Weston, for their help in the past. 

 

Subscriptions These were increased at the AGM to £11.50 for members and £14 for joint membership. They are now 

due - see the enclosed form. It is particularly important that these be paid promptly so that records can be kept straight 

and time is not wasted in having to remind people. 
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Upper Pitts The working weekend on November 5th (cunning - many people turned, up unawares! ) was a success. 

The weather was good, and some outside painting, drain laying, incinerator building and rubbish clearing was done, 

and the living-room walls were cleared ready to be rendered. Enthusiasm carried over to the next weekend, and the 

new walls were painted. 

 

The plans that appeared mysteriously at the end of the last journal were the proposed alterations to Upper Pitts, and 

should have appeared in the AGM handbook not the Journal. The go-ahead for these plans was given at the AGM by 

majority vote. This will involve considerable expense, and we need to think of ways of raising funds. Further details 

of the plans are to be published shortly, but suffice it to say for now that 'Phase I', that is the conversion of the 

extension into a changing / showers / locker room / tackle store will cost something in the order of £1600. To put that 

another way, that is £8 per member. 'The committee are thinking of ways of raising funds, and any suggestions will 

be welcome. Note that it is possible to pay up to five year's subs, at this Year's rates this year. 

 

Jack Main Collection The death of Jack Main was briefly announced in the last issue. Upon his goodwill rested our 

continued ready access to Mendip's most popular cave, Swildon's Hole. Most Mendip clubs, included the Wessex, 

were represented at the funeral. A donation of £40, collected at the AGM and dinner, was donated towards a hospital 

body scanner. 

 

Journal Binding Arrangements are being made to have journals bound into volumes. The cost is expected to be £8 - 

£10. 

 

Tackle Following the disappearance of a club rope from the twenty, ropes may be coloured in future. The red rungs 

on ladders seem to be effective in preventing loss or theft. The Club is to purchase some nylon lifeline. 

 

Next Issue - will include an account of a low-cost expedition to Greece and a geological exposition of the South-West. 

 

New Members The Club welcomes the following new members: 

 

Nicholas Marachov, Rowbarns Cottage, Greendene, East Horsley, Leatherhead, Surrey. 

Paul Sutton, 52A Nortoft Road, Bournemouth, Dorset BH8 SPY 

Julian Taylor, address as above. 

 

 

 

HISTORY OF THE WESSEX CAVE CLUB 

 

The Club proposes to publish a 'History of the Wessex Cave Club' to celebrate its fiftieth anniversary . Provisional 

chapter headings are: 

 

Background to the Club's formation - the caving scene circa 1934 

Club Discoveries 

Club Headquarters through the years 

Tackle used, and techniques 

The Wessex today 

 

Phil Hendy will be editing this volume, and would appreciate any help in the form of notes, diaries, photographs, 

written material or taped notes, etc. All contributions will be returned as soon as possible and duly acknowledged. 
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MENDIP NEWS 
 

Charterhouse Cave There has been an attempted break-in at this cave. Proof now exists that it is easier to 

go through the agreed arrangements (and safer, least you are caught), as the culprits only succeeded in 

locking themselves out even more! If it were not for the digging going on at the bottom, it would be safe 

to say that the cave would stay closed. 

 

A thing worth seeing is worth waiting for. Contact any C.S.C.C. member club to arrange a trip. 

 

Cuckoo Cleeves The Farmer has re-allowed access to this cave, on the strict understanding that it must be 

kept locked at all times. This includes when you are actually in the cave. If this is not done, the entrance 

will be filled in permanently. Keys may be purchased at £2 or may be hired for £1 from CSCC clubs. 

 

DIARY DATES 
 

1984198419841984198419841984198419841984198419841984198419841984198419841984 

1984 1984 

1984                                   Plans are being made for : 1984 

1984 1984 

1984                                                            A Fancy Dress Party, 1984 

1984                                                                                   with Games 1984 

1984                                            A Summer Barbecue 1984 

1984 1984 

1984 1984 

1984 Anniversary Dinner will be on November 3rd 1984 

1984 1984 

1984198419841984198419841984198419841984198419841984198419841984198419841984 
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COME TO RAINY NORWAY 
 

Nigel Graham 

 

Norway's caving areas are relatively small and remote, yet nevertheless contain some fine caves and are 

set in magnificent scenery. The remoteness of the limestone regions also means that they have not been 

fully explored, so the intention this year was to search for new cave as well as to enjoy tourist trips in 

well-known ones. Eight people took part; Glyn ("Illustrious Leader") Bolt, Julie Wootton, A1 Keen, Pete 

Hann, Graham Johnson, Nick Hawkes, Tony Littler (MNRC) and Nigel Graham. Transport was a G-reg. 

Transit minibus, purchased in a rough condition and restored by us, fitted with a gas cooker and Nife 

charger, and nicknamed "Megamin". 

 

Saturday August 13. The party assembled at Upper Pitts, preparing and loading the transit. An evening 

shake-down cruise to the Red Lion revealed that the rear springs were reversed, necessitating roof-rack 

rearranging. 

 

Sunday 14. Six hours from Mendip saw us at Harwich in good time to board the Tor Lines ferry across 

smooth seas to Gothenburg, arriving early on Monday Morning. The Swedish Customs officers gazed at 

the Megamin and its occupants with a mixture of disbelief, suspicion and amusement. On hearing that we 

were to travel straight through to Norway, they grinned and waved us on to the next sovereign state up the 

road. 

 

The Norwegian border post ignored us. After a brief pause, we carried on throughout the night and the 

next day. We arrived at Mo-I-Rana on Wednesday, and found the tourist office to collect messages from 

David and Shirley St. Pierre and from Chris Hall. The St. Pierres had driven up from France, where they 

had been down the Berger as far as Camp One on a British Expedition that saw some twenty people 

bottom the cave. Chris Hall is an English caver living in Norway. We booked into a nearby campsite to 

await the St. Pierres, passing the time amusing fish by throwing bread to them on hooks. 

 

Thusday 18th. Still heading north, across the Arctic Circle, to Fauske. Kjell Hansen, a local caver, 

chanced to meet us here: were we that noticeable as British Cavers? We invited him to join us, but 

unfortunately he was unable to take leave at that time. 

 

KRISTIHOLA - OKSHOLA 

 

These two caves form Norway's longest system at 11km total. Kristihola is the river series, our first 

choice. A steep boulder slope descends from the shake hole to meet the river in a fine canyon cut in 

banded limestone interbedded with mica schist. This combination produces very attractive cave, but 

unfortunately it is weak, so holds and belays are suspect. A short way along, the river pours down a rift, 

normally descended as a wet-ish pitch. The river on this visit was very high, so although Tony succeeded 

in making a very wet and desperate traverse across the top of the waterfall, no dry, safe way down could 

be found, so the trip was abandoned. We would not have got much further in the conditions anyway. 

Someone had already been nearly washed away in this cave, we learned. 

 

We retreated and went to look at Okshola. The surface river valley ends abruptly in a deep, blind valley, 

the cave entrance being a huge opening in the end wall. The river sinks a short way up valley, appearing 

briefly in a small cave under the valley side. Being Mendip Cavers, we ignored the big hole first and 

grovelled down the small one. It did not go very far before the volume of water stopped us. 

 

Okshola itself is a labyrinth of large chambers and small passages, dry and littered with breakdown. We 

saw only a small part of the entire system, and did not find the link into Krisihola. An ice-floored oxbow 

provided us with an amusing, slithery diversion. 
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A joint Norwegian/ British meet occupied us that weekend. The Norwegian group, including Ulv Hoybe, 

invited us to push various leads in GRFTJELEN and GREFTSPREKKA, near Sundsfjord, south-west of 

Fauske. These two caves lie in a beautiful hanging valley, reached by an hour's walk over the flanking 

ridge, from the roadside layby and campsite. The Norwegians chose to camp up in the valley. We 

watched them in awe as they set off with incredibly large packs - about a hundredweight each - with no 

more problem than we had with a bulky tackle bag! Four of us set off on Friday evening to carry tackle up 

to the entrances. Greftjelen's gaping entrance is clearly visible from the ridge, or it would have been if the 

weather had been clear. In fading light and heavy cloud, the sherpas had to dump the tackle and return to 

base. 

 

Saturday was notable for fine weather! In bright sunshine, the trek up the ridge, with its opening views, 

was a pleasure, and we lingered long at the top camp for a rest and a brew. The wooded slopes were 

carpeted with blueberries - a welcome juicy refreshment. The Norwegians explained to us the possible 

work to be done in the caves, and the potential therein. The two caves are probably linked, and would 

provide a sporting through-trip if a connection could be made. In Greftjelen, a promising aven, the 

'Stairway to Heaven', was the main lead. Greftsprekka contains a high-level series first entered by 

Swedish cavers but not yet fully explored. We settled for the latter cave, and began by installing a new 

bolt for the entrance pitch. While this was going on, we kept ourselves amused by trying to dig into a 

small, draughting hole a few feet away. 

 

GREFTSPREKKA is entered via a 35m pitch, initially a narrow rift to a ledge (rebelay here) then 

opening out into a fine aven. A rope protector is needed at about 5m from the ledge. Continue steeply 

down short climbs and pitches of 12 and 10m in loose rock. The pitches are jagged and somewhat 

unhealthy: ladder is preferable to rope here. 'The Tube' follows, a narrow, steep keyhole passage. 

Tortuous progress eventually leads to a traverse over a deep pot, then a short walk leads to an 8m easy 

pitch to a junction. Opposite, a short climb goes up into the Swedish find, while a further short pitch 

drops into the lower series, which ends in a sump. 

 

The climb gains a short passage to an aven providing a difficult 8m climb, made worse by loose boulders 

at the top. The worst of these were cleared, and a ladder rigged. A lofty rift chamber presents itself, with a 

passage leading ahead from the top of the climb, back to the upper parts of the cave. In the opposite 

direction, however, a high, heading rift led off into the virgin darkness. 

 

With Ulv and I following as surveyor and dog respectively (I wish he'd noticed I'm only a five foot 

twiddle before he put up successively less reachable stations!), diminishing stamina was forgotten as we 

all forged onward. Tiredness was setting in, however, and it was not long before we turned back from a 

very definite point; the lip of a deep shaft . . . 

 

Most of the team returned to the fray the next day. We were in for a disappointment, though, as the 

Norwegians who had been down Greftjelen had only emerged that morning, too exhausted to have carried 

out all the gear, so we were asked if two of our team would detackle the cave. There were two volunteers. 

This reduced the Greftsprekka team to five, so the new shaft was left in preference to a survey of the rift. 

This was disappointing especially for Graham and Nick, on their first expedition, and they would have 

been the first to descend it. 

 

The rigging in Greftjelen was considered dangerous, and the two who went down there were not prepared 

to trust it. This caused some disconcert, until careful explanation of SRT safety was given to the 

Norwegians. The Sprekka group emerged at about midnight and the final struggle down the ridge made: 

 

English speleo: "This is f.... hard work !" 

Norwegian (quick off the mark): "No, f....'s harder ! " 
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The total length of our find in Greftsprekka was estimated at around 100-130 metres, the passage being 

above and parallel to the sump passage and a possible way on to Greftjelen. Discussions about the 

passage name centred on the translation of 'Split Rock' into a practicable Norwegian equivalent. 

 

Northwards again, this time to Helland, on an arm of the Tysfjord, and the ferry to Musken. There is no 

road to this Lapp village, so everyone and everything, gas oven included, piled on to the passenger launch 

that provides a regular service along the fjord. The kit was stacked precariously on pallets and craned 

aboard, safely at Helland, but not at Musken. The operator struck the raised hold hatch with one pallet, 

ditching Glyn's furry-suit in the fjord. It floated awhile, but by the time we had inflated and launched the 

dinghy, it was gone. 

 

With so few caving expeditions having been to Musken, we were of considerable local interest. The 

residents were very helpful to us, one giving us the use of his land for the camp. We were asked if we 

could speak to the children in English. We were careful with our adjectives, but some of them had already 

picked up some unexpected words from somewhere! Julie spent an hour at the school on the last day of 

our visit, as English teacher, telling the children who we were, where we were from, etc. 

 

The limestone here is a relatively thin deposit tilted almost vertically, giving very little outcrop area but 

great depth. The one major cave known so far is Ragge-Javre-Raige, whose three entrances permit a 

through trip of around 650 metres in depth, mainly in very steep bedding planes. A boat is needed to 

reach the footpath to the top entrance and to the lower entrance. The highest bottom exit is nearly 130 

metres up the steep fjord wall, the lower one only a few metres above the high-tide mark. 

 

Wednesday 24th. Nick and Graham entered the bottom entrance series to make sure it was clear to the 

main cave, as sometimes it is blocked by ice. The rest of us humped tackle up to the top, following the 

path that winds up through the woodland. 

 

 

 

******* 

 

 

 

Thursday 25th. Ragge-Javre-Raige : Rigging (Pete Hann) 

 

Two people stayed with the boat while the others set off carrying personal kit and more rope, up the hill 

again to rig Ragge. A narrow entrance leads across boulders to the first pitch, Storsbeinen. Fifteen metres 

of ladder were belayed to a flake : only half of which was needed as it is possible to exit onto a ledge and 

climb down a scree slope into a chamber with the stream at one end (from choked swallet near the 

entrance). A climb down through boulders to an easy traverse above the water leads to a dry 70m pitch, 

Store Skra. The pitch slopes at 65o and is 2m high with the stream off to the left. A rope was belayed 

around a jammed boulder and used more as a hand line than for SRT. 

 

At the bottom, the water flows down a tight passage. The way on is a dry loop re-joining the water at the 

start of the Ulv Walk. The new 200m rope was found to be still plaited, and much time was wasted 

untangling it. Caution is needed here as the stream is quite strong and to drop anything or to slip would 

mean a fall of 15m onto boulders and then over the main pitch - as Tony- found when he dropped his 

helmet while filling his carbide. A traverse line was rigged using 8mm bolts and hangers into anchors 

already there. A steeply-descending passage over mud and boulders for 35m goes to the head of 

Storstuppet, the 150m main pitch. The rope was belayed around a large, jammed boulder, which also had 

½" Rawlbolt holes. Nick was pushed over first to lay the line. The rest followed, taking between seven 

and ten minutes each. The descent is mainly against the wall, over two small ledges, and the stream is 

visible through large eyeholes in the adjacent shaft. Communication is impossible because of the noise of 

the water, so the rope was lifted until it went slack, and enough time allowed for each person down to get 
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clear. The rope drops out of a huge rift into a large boulder-floored chamber where the stream disappears: 

it is not seen in the cave again. 

 

A sandy-floored passage is followed to the top of a 15m pitch, Galleriet, where a brew and sandwiches 

were most welcome. The pitch was rigged with ladder belayed from a rock flake. This leads into a 

chamber. 50m of sloping passage leads to Razor Passage - very steeply descending with sharp rock flakes 

at about 20cm spacing on roof, walls and floor. This gruesome passage is between one and two metres 

wide, about 2-3m high, and descends for 65m. A fall would cause very severe lacerations. 

 

At the end is a 15m pitch onto a big ledge in a huge chamber. A rope was rigged to a bolt here for the 

35m free hanging Litlstupet, A walk over, under and around boulders for some distance in a large, sloping 

passage then drops into smaller, more stable passage. 8m up one wall there is a passage to the higher exit. 

The passage continues, diminishing in size, until a smaller, less sharp version of Razor Passage was 

followed to where water can be heard below boulders. This point must be nearly at high tide level, as a 

climb up 5m and a short, passage bring you out onto a ledge a few metres above the fjord. 

 

Thirty metres of ladder and 270m of rope gives you a splendid through-trip of 650 metres. Time taken: 

nine hours. 

 

Saturday 27th. De-rigging. After a day's rest (notable for successful angling for cod), the walk up the 

mountain was not any easier! Three went in first to de-rig below the main pitch, while the wet and heavy 

200m rope was brought up the 70m pitch in a back-mounted tackle bag. A small trench in the pitch was 

free-climbed, this being found easier than prussiking up the rope. A small person is useful for this job. 

 

The first was soon up and all the kit outside the entrance, which left only a 'stroll' down the hill with 70 lb 

packs, to pick up the other three by boat from the lower entrance. Time taken: 3½hrs plus 1½hrs walk 

down. 

 

 

 

De-tackling Through Trip. (A1 Keen) 

 

With only three of us (Nick, Graham, myself), we were able to move quickly and we were soon at the top 

of the main pitch. Unamplified aural communication is impossible on this pitch, so each man was given 

about ten minutes to descend - enough to have a look around on this awe-inspiring pitch. Care must be 

taken not to dislodge rocks from the ledges. This is difficult without staring at one's feet all the way down 

- hardly fun - so it is essential to take SRT ascending gear on a through-trip. A rock that was almost 

knocked down on this trip would have cut the rope had it landed on it. I noticed that the Ulv Walk seemed 

more difficult than on my visit six years ago, and I can only assume that some of the holds have gone. 

This emphasises the need for taking care when climbing on this friable rock. 

 

The ropes were retrieved from the remaining pitches with no problem, and we found ourselves with some 

spare time. We thought it better to use this time in the cave than in sitting outside on the ledge, especially 

as we had been warned of a storm (at the last minute, from a local who had heard the radio). As we had 

rations for five, we were not eager to do any looking around, either! We emerged at dusk, grateful to find 

the fjord calm. There was just time to smoke a roll-up before the dinghy came in sight. A very satisfying 

trip. 
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We went to the headland, where the others were waiting, and approached with a chorus of 'Rule Britannia' 

and 'Ride of the Valkyries'. A lot of gear was taken on board and ferried back to Musken. After a while on 

the headland, a small boat approached us. It was the shopkeeper from Musken, who must have thought 

we needed picking up, as he had previously offered in case of the forecast gale. He took us back, passing 

Tony and Pete, who mistook us in the gloom for drunken fishermen and carried on to the point! 

 

Musken has changed in six years and is beginning to suffer from the trappings of modem living. Power 

lines spoil the views, motorcycles drive around the dirt roads, and people do not seem to care about 

rubbish or derelict houses, either. Not the place I wanted to come back to. 

 

******** 

 

The Retreat. 

Sunday 23th was largely a festerday, though a dinghy load of gear was taken back to Helland, and 

Graham and Nick crossed the fjord to investigate an obvious resurgence visible from the village. They 

failed to reach it in poor light and steep ground, though they did notice another, partially choked 

passage*. On Monday, two dingy trips, the first in the usual rain, the next dry, took most of the party back 

down the fjord. By Tuesday evening, we were well south of the Arctic Circle. 

 

Wednesday was actually fine! A continuous drive took us to Oslo early on Thursday afternoon, with a 

day in hand. This end of Norway appeared to have had little rain; the rivers were quite low - further north 

they had been in spate. 

 

Quote of the trip: Glyn, in Greftsprekka, 

 

"Let's not find any more, or we'll be here all f...ing night surveying it! ". 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

* I think these were looked at by Pete Cornwell and others in 1979 – Ed. 
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SLUDGE PIT SUMP-WHERE NOW? 
 

Brian Prewer 

 

Many years ago, before NHASA, two local cavers were wandering on the slopes of North Hill in the 

company of their learned adviser on geological matters. Presently they stumbled across a deep swallet 

close to the site known as Nine Barrows. A name was carefully chosen for the swallet - Sludge Pit! 

 

"This looks a likely spot for a cave dig”, they said. 

 

"No, no!" scoffed their adviser, "for God's sake don't dig there, it's too high up - go lower, try the swallet 

near Eastwater Farm". 

 

Thus it was that the site at North Hill was started and the North Hill Association for Speleological 

Advancement was born. And what of Sludge Pit Swallet? That 'went' after seven days digging. North Hill 

Swallet took a little longer... seven years. The moral, of course, is summed up in the well well-known 

adage, "Caves be where you find 'em!". 

 

The NHASA digging team returned to North Hill after many years away digging at Manor Farm and 

Windsor Hill. Sludge Pit sump was thought an obvious site for the team, following their abandonment of 

the dig at Windsor Hill. Before describing NHASA's involvement it is worth reflecting on the efforts that 

have gone into this particular dig site in the past. 

 

In 1967, Clive North, John Cornwell and the Bridgewater Technical College C.C. concentrated their 

various activities on the Nine Barrows area. After success at Nine Barrows, the adjacent Sludge Pit was 

rapidly dug open. A twenty-foot pitch was descended, and a maze and a small stream way were entered. 

The stream way was explored for five-hundred feet, terminating in the inevitable sump. No obvious way 

on through or past this sump could be found. 

 

Since then, several groups of diggers have tried to extend the stream by attacking what appeared to be an 

inoffensive looking sump. The first serious attempt at digging out the sump pool was carried out by the 

Axebridge C.G., starting in March 1968. Their efforts mainly involved the clearing out of large volumes 

of glutinous mud. This work continued spasmodically until about 1971 when the Wessex decided that a 

few weeks were all that was required to get through this sump. They built a large concrete dam and 

retaining wall, as well as pushing many pounds of explosives on the end of long sticks into the sump 

pool. All this was to no avail - the sump remained inviolate. A second Wessex attack started in 1976 

when a new, high retaining wall was built on top of the dam. It was intended for spoil storage, but in fact 

was later used for water storage by various groups bailing and pumping at the sump. 

 

By mid-1977, the BEC had taken over the site and an attempt was made to dig out the high-level roof 

passage which was filled with mud. Further efforts included the hand drilling of shot holes over the top of 

the sump. All of this brought only frustration, lots of mud and an unpassed sump. 

 

About 1972, the sump was chosen by the MRO as an obvious site to test out compressed air drilling 

techniques, using standard fire hose to convey air to the drill at distances in excess of 300ft. Luke 

Devenish supplied the equipment, and, under the direction of the late Howard Kenney, many cavers were 

press-ganged into heaving heavy hoses and drills down the cave. The exercise was a great success and 

showed clearly that compressed air drilling was possible at distances of over 500ft from the compressor. 

Two shot holes were drilled some two feet deep in a matter of minutes. The fumes, dust and noise, 

although unpleasant, were tolerable. At the end of the day, the cave was cleared, and the shot holes left 

for the 'bang-gang'. They succeeded in blowing six inches of rock from the roof into the sump! 
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In 1982, with the knowledge that drilling shot holes at the sump was possible, the NHASA digging team 

turned its attention to the Sludge Pit sump. With the landowner's blessing, the freshly overhauled NHASA 

compressor was towed into the depression. Tests showed that drilling at the end of 500' of standard 

compressor hose in place of the fire hose was feasible and that the pressure drop along the hose was not 

too great. 

 

During the course of several weeks, many lengths of standard compressor hose were placed in situ down 

to the sump, five hundred feet were used, to be exact, and in parallel with this a telephone cable come 

bang-wire was installed, providing a necessary link between compressor operator and driller's mate. The 

hose was laid where possible to ensure that it was kept out of the way of the scores of other cavers 

visiting Sludge Pit. The next few weeks saw the drill, the steels, and various other bits and pieces carried 

down to the drilling area. 

 

The first site chosen was at the sump itself. The water level appeared to be fairly constant, even with large 

variations in the amount flowing into the pool. But where to drill first? The obvious place to anyone who 

knows about sumps is over the top, thus creating an air space above the water level But which way does 

the sump go? No one seems to know. Well, first try to bail your sump during a period of drought - Sludge 

Pit stream has never heard of a drought. Perhaps try bailing it quickly into polybags so that it does not get 

a chance to refill. This results in a lowering of half an inch in one hour, and in many wet diggers. . . 

abandon bailing efforts. Next, try drilling two or three shot holes into the nearest obvious lump of solid 

rock, after all, that's what we took the drill down the cave for. Fill the holes with many sticks of 'gelly'. 

Conclusion: holes drilled into massive limestone rock faces make good cannons when suitably charged 

with explosive, mud and stones. Forward progress - nil. Repeat experiment with new shot holes, 4ft deep. 

This confirmed previous findings. Non-parallel shot holes were then tried. This gave better results as far 

as rock removal was concerned, but still provided a fairly effective cannon. 

 

After about three feet of rock had been removed, somebody suggested that draining the sump might be a 

good idea! Why hadn't we thought of that before? A suitable hand-pump was brought into use at this 

stage, resulting in the sump pool being lowered by half an inch and more wet diggers. How about a water 

pump that operated on compressed air? Too expensive - even for NHASA, however a wave of a magic 

wand and, lo and behold, a pump, which after some reconditioning was . . . . never used! And why not? 

Somebody thought that they could see the way on, "down to the left - follow the strike. Now the hole 

drillers could have a field day. Shot holes to the left, shot holes to the right, some in the roof, some in the 

floor; dust and oil fumes everywhere . . . The result of all this activity was three feet of passage and a 

large puddle of water in the floor of it. We had found another small inlet into the main sump pool. 

 

Where shall we go next? Back to the sump pool? No, it is time to look at the small hole on the left above 

it. After all, everyone else has had a dig at it. This small rift had been abandoned as being too tight to dig 

any further. With the new-found technology, shot holes were strategically placed on the left-hand wall - 

quite an interesting task bearing in mind the weight of the drill, and the height of the hole. A few small 

sticks of 'roll your own' gelly, 'just enough to knock the comer off' produced a scene of total devastation 

in the terminal chamber. Overnight, the sump pool became a boulder ruckle and the roof looked more like 

a multi-bladed sword of Damocles. However, after a bit of 'tidying up', digging started in the big rift. 

After two sessions, the passage showed great promise, being mud filled and about three feet square. The 

following session brought a complete contrast - solid rock ! At this point, a NHASA board meeting came 

to the unanimous decision to abandon the site and retire to the Hunter's for another board meeting. 
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After many diggers had tried and failed to pass the sump in Sludge Pit, NHASA had also tried and failed 

despite using high technology. What of the future for the apparently impenetrable pool? Probably the 

answer lies in the pool itself. It needs to be pumped out and excavated, but first remove your boulder 

ruckle! The two side passages following the strike are almost certainly not the way on - both close down. 

Perhaps we should have stuck at it with the pumping. Remember, the water does go to Swildons! Anyone 

want to borrow a good pump and compressor? 

 

The final act was the complete clearance of all the moveable rubbish at the sump. Cave diggers are 

sometimes rather an untidy lot, not bothering to clear up after abandoning a dig. Sludge Pit was worse 

than most. Bits of wood, plastic, scaffolding, pipes, polybags, stirrup pump, tools, etc. etc. We have 

attempted to return the cave as near as possible to its original state, with the exception, of course, of the 

new boulder ruckle in the sump. 

 

 

 

REVIEWS 
 

 

NORTHERN CAVES: 

 

Vol. 4A SCALES MOOR AND KINGSDALE  

By D. Brook, G.M. Davies, M.H. Long 

 

Vol. 4B LECK FELL AND CASTERTON FELL 

By D. Brook, G.M. Davies, M.H. Long, J.R. Sutcliffe 

 

New discoveries in this area have resulted in the division of the old Volume Four into two, and on present 

they are both rather slim. The authors justify this in terms of the lack of alternatives, and the inevitable 

expansion of both as new discoveries occur. Both books are valuable to the caver visiting the Dales from 

Somerset as, with the very definite exception of Leck Fell, permission to cave tends to be easily come by, 

in practice if not in theory in these areas. 

 

Volume 4A 

 

This includes all the recent extensions made on East Kingsdale, and notably King Pot, Brown Hill Pot, 

Vesper Pot, and Crescent Pot. In addition there are the more traditional delights of Growling Hole and 

Spectacle Pot to make this guide a must for the aspiring tiger and imaginative armchair caver. All these 

holes require simply the courtesy of a visit to Braida Garth, and while an early start is advised if you want 

to be the first into King, you are unlikely to have much competition for Crescent. 

 

The western boundary of the guide is the wall between Marble Steps and Ireby, and it therefore includes 

the classics of West Kingsdale and the more recently discovered Large Pot. There is also a section of 

Marble Steps Pot which is useful for understanding the complexities of this cave which is crucial in the 

Trans-Craven system. 

 

Volume 4B 

 

The emphasis of this guide is on long systems, with Lancaster-Easgill-Pippikin at 30 miles and Lost 

Jonn's-Short Drop-Gavel at 6½ miles. Notts Pot has been completely rewritten to advertise its more 

esoteric charms, and Long Drop Cave has been connected to Death's Head-Big Meanie. 

 

 

 

 



 

110 
 

Finally, it is good to see that for the first time as far as I know, the Wessex have a Mention in a Northern 

Guide for the exploration of Death's Head Inlet extension in 1980. Some more of the same would be nice! 

The gaps are there to be filled: from East to West Kingsdale; from Marble Steps to Ireby Fell and 

Kingsdale; from Notts to Lost .John's, and from Pippikin Gour Hall, Gavel Pot Glasfurds Series, and 

Large Pot Necropolis to who knows where? 

 

Buy a thin book and make it thicker. 

 

Steve Gough 

 

 

ORDNANCE SURVEY 
1/25,000 Sheet 45/55 CHEDDAR 

 

Published 1983. Compiled from 1/10,560 or 1/10,000 scale maps published 1967-82 which were made 

from surveys 1959-79. Revised for significant changes 1981. Major roads revised 1983. Price £2.00 

 

Some of us have been waiting half a lifetime for an up-to-date map of Central Mendip at this scale, and in 

my case I can say, with relief, that it largely meets my expectations. 

 

This series, at 1/25,000, was new after the war, and most sheets were initially derived from old l/l0,500 or 

6" to the mile dating back, in some cases, to the turn of the century. The concept was bold, and it offered 

opportunities to ramblers to explore all parts of the country. However, it proved to be very expensive to 

produce, and the proportion of fully revised sheets is still very low, and the series has always been 

threatened with a discontinuing notice - so make the best of what is offered. 

 

The area covered extends eastwards from Wavering Down to Chewton Mendip, and northwards from a 

line joining Rodney Stoke, Hunters Lodge and Green Ore to the Banwell, Churchill and Blagdon Road. 

Upper Pitts is shown, as are all the other caving HQs, but the ‘Mendip Adventure Base’ in Velvet Bottom 

is the only one to be named. The first thing that caught my eye was 'North Hill Swallet' - so NHASA, the 

North Hill Association for Speleological Advance, must still have a hotline through to the OS. 

 

Of the caves themselves, the map names twenty-nine. It also shows 'cave', 'shakehole' or 'swallow hole' 

for six others, but there is no reference to Cow Hole or Pinetree Pot, This is most odd, for in this sector of 

the map there is ample room for names. Manor Farm is shown only as 'swallet' and Longwood as 

'swallow hole'. 

 

One of the major failings of caving at the national level is the establishment of strong links with the OS to 

get them to adopt a sane, logical and up-to-date system for naming or locating caves, differentiating 

between their importance and the different scales of mapping. The current 'user' committees do not seem 

to be the right vehicle for this type of information. One should contrast this with the standard procedure in 

respect of administrative names or those used by local authorities, having names such as 'Petting Drove', 

'Plummers Lane' or 'Coxton End Lane'. Perhaps certain farmers say to the surveyor, "What cave?" so as 

not to advertise it. 

 

Finally, the contours. As a former Empire surveyor accustomed to Imperial units I must tread warily. 

Make no mistake though, their use has undergone a fundamental change over the years. Contours 

replaced hachuring, or hill shad shading, at the turn of the century and were largely the product of greater 

use of manpower. There is nothing difficult in drawing them in the field by having an 'eye for detail' or in 

measuring them with tedious precision for the larger scales. However, their slow availability gave the 

drawing office staff a chance to view them as an art form, and it was acceptable to simplify them for the 

sake of clarity.  
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Contrast this situation with the area shown around Green Ore. It is fortuitous that the 225 metre line 

hovers close to the surface so that several minor depressions leave a 'tideline' on the map. These 

depressions, like all other survey features, are grist to the mill for modern air survey techniques but would 

have been suppressed years ago. Similarly it was traditional to show closed depressions with short, 

infacing lines attached at right angles to the contour. 

 

The user must decide whether a depression or a tump is being viewed. The 'O' metre contour on the fens 

near Peterborough is similarly difficult to interpret. 

 

As a record of Mendip's closed depressions, this map, with its contour interval of five metres, is superb, 

but if one wishes to follow a particular contour around the map then their frequency makes life difficult. 

 

Climbing out of Cheddar is tedious - 

 5 metres ÷ 0.305 = 16.4/10 = 16ft 5 ins  

 10 metres ÷ 0.305 = 32.8      = 32ft 9ins 

 15 metres ÷ 0.305 = 49.2      = 49ft  2ins.  

..and so on.   Richard Kenny 

 

 

OVERHEARD 
 

Quote: 

 

"There are certain questions which always arise whenever solo caving is discussed: firstly, "Isn't it 

dangerous ?" , secondly, "What if you have an accident ?” and thirdly, "why go solo caving at all when 

there are plenty of other cavers about ? Perhaps the best way of dealing with questions such as these is to 

ignore them and get on with it." 

 

D Elliot, Cave Science Dec. 82 

 

Response: 

 

"There are certain questions that always arise when the subject of doing it by oneself is discussed. First, 

"Doesn't it make you go blind ?" second, "doesn't it stunt the growth ?" and third, "why do it by oneself 

when there are plenty of other cavers around ?" Perhaps the best way to answer these questions is to 

observe living examples". 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD 
 

Something to do when the pud has gone down. Armchair caving with a difference. Most of the answers 

have something to do with caving (even 8 across), if not then the clues have. There will be a small prize 

for the first correct entry opened on 6th January 1984. Entries should be sent to the Editor - see inside 

front cover for the address. If you do not wish to deface your Journal, answers may be written out - in 

block capitals please. 

 

The following rules apply: 

 

1) Only one entry per member or joint membership. 

2) The Editor's decision shall be final. 

3) No correspondence will be entered into. 

4) Closing date - entries to be received by second post 6th January 1984. 

 

See over... 
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CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD For details, see previous page 

 
 

CLUES 

Across. 

1. Team with the spanish in a grovelly hole (7) 

5. Uprights; levels not well in. (7) 

8 & 9. Where Norman and Sid got changed? (9,6) 

10. Usual result of 17 (6) 

12. Chooses to stop in for a dig (8) 

13. Not a black mark left in the Dales (5,4) 

15. Rope gets won in it (3) 

17. Possible cause of 10 (3) 

19. Open passage (9) 

20. Got silt core out of a hidden chamber (8) 

21. Not in 15 (6) 

23. See 22 down. 

24. Crystal - formed under cloth by the end? (9) 

26. Apart from that see below (7) 

27. Cooked thee a mole, 'e's out for more than a snack (7) 

 

Down. 

1. Not nice and abounds in small passages (3,6) 

2. Trumps for protection (9) 

3. It takes a long time to make one (3) 

4. Alternative sink (4) 

5. Soft, deep sleep, that is the beginning of real light (7) 

6. Green ovenware ? - drop it near Skell Gill (8,3) 

7. Digs out with reference to no writers (7) 

11. Work out one way to measure a squeeze (3,4,4) 

14. Ran out from this dale (3) 

15. Tunnel beneath motorway near beginning (9) 

16. Happily concluded it was a dried-up source (5,4) 

18. Got his tool out from the rocks (7) 

19. Did not free-dive. Usually free (4,3) 

22 & 23. Mined rock gives city its colour (4,5) 

25. Sort of pot to go for (3) 



 

113 
 

MINUTES OF THE 1983 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE WESSEX CAVE CLUB, HELD AT THE 

HUNTERS LODGE INN, PRIDDY, ON SATURDAY OCTOBER 15th 1983 at 2.45 p.m 

 
34 Members attended 

 

1. Presidents Address 

 

Luke welcomed everyone especially Sir John Wedgwood. 

 

2. Apologies for absence 

 

Apologies were received from:- 

 

D. Thompson  C. Cullingford   G. Tudgay 

T. Reynolds  E. & A. Hensler  J. Thomas 

M. Thompson  M. Davies  D. & D. Walker 

H. Attwood 

 

3. Election of Chairman 

 

Phil Hendy was proposed, seconded and accepted to chair the meeting. 

 

4. Minutes of the 1982 A.G.M. 

 

The minutes were taken as read, proposed and seconded.  

 

5. Matters Arising from the Minutes 

 

Swildon’s Survey - Richard Kenney asked about the progress being made on the new survey. The survey 

was nearly ready for printing after a few alterations. 

Frank Frost Photo Collection - Phil Davies asked what was happening with the photos. Maurice Hewins with 

the help of Eric Hensler were logging the final prints. Details of some of the prints are being sent to Graham 

Balcombe for approval. Some colour prints are also being looked at together with some magic lantern slides 

which Eric has. 

 

6. Reports of the Officers for 1982/83 

 

Jim Hanwell asked if there would be a gear curators report. 

Dave Morrison arrived later with a full written report. 

The minutes were taken as read, proposed and seconded. 

 

7. Discussion of these Reports 

 

Tackle - The losses this year were drastically reduced with just a few feet of rope missing. This is thought to 

be because of the new stores and booking out. Brian Prewer asked about the loss of ladders. There were no 

ladders that had not been accounted for. Ian Jepson said that the red anodising helped identify the ladders 

easily and help deter theft. Dave said we would continue to make new ladder at a steady rate. Glyn Bolt 

asked how long ladders should be kept. It was decided that this should be decided on by inspection by the 

gear curator. Jim Hanwell proposed a vote of thanks to Dave for his work, this was accepted unanimously. 

Journal - Richard Kenney asked why the colour of the dragon on the cover had been altered to red. This was 

because the printing was cheaper than gold. Richard pointed out that during the 1953 A.G.M. it was agreed 

the dragon should always be gold so not to confuse it with the Welsh dragon. Ian Jepson agreed and even 

offered to pay the difference. A1 Keen mentioned that we could be producing our own journal shortly with a 

considerable saving. Richard Kenney asked if anyone was binding the volumes of journals. Pete Cousins had 

also written asking this. This was to be sorted out by the committee and the outcome put in the journal. 

Membership - Due to the reduction of new members last year, concern was shown that people were not 

joining clubs and it was up to us to attract new members by offering more and better facilities. Luke said the 

club needs to educate prospective new members especially to have respect for the caves and land owners. 

Phil mentioned that 3/4 of the revenue from the hut came from guests last year which did show that visitors 
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are still interested in the club. 

 

8. Treasurers Report and Accounts 

 

As the books were still with the auditor the treasurer could not give a detailed account of the finances. This 

was accepted by the meeting. 

 

9. Auditors Report 

 

This was not available. 

 

10. Discussion of these Reports 

 

Fred stated that hut takings were up by 20% and the bank balance was up by approximately 900.00 on last 

year. Luke asked about the hut sinking fund. This remained at about 1000.00 and would be increased to 

cover a lot of necessary improvements and repairs, Richard Kenney asked if the hut fees compared with 

other Mendip Clubs. It was thought they did. The sales were also a great asset to the finances but would not 

be able to finance the projects that were ahead. Maurice Hewins said that the survey fund had doubled last 

year but still owed him 75.00. 

 

11. Trustees Report 

 

For the benefit of new members it is worth explaining the duties of the Trustees. We are legally responsible 

for the Clubs assets, and the most extreme duty that we could perform in the event of a catastrophe would be 

the sale of Upper Pitts, all our Club goods and the disposal of all the money. 

In practice we function by looking at the way in which the assets have been used. Have they been used for 

the intended purpose and have they been safeguarded. We are not concerned with the normal routine 

functioning of the committee. 

Like many other organisations our job is only possible by close cooperation between all parties involved. 

There is no element of competition in what we do. Perhaps the Committee become enmeshed in the detail of 

administration and fail to spot a problem area. Perhaps the Trustees sometimes make a comment or a 

suggestion that comes close to the Committees job. However, we all like to feel that what we are doing is 

making a positive contribution to the Clubs affairs from our joint and long experience so that the club is well 

looked after for its members and its goodwill is preserved. 

This years review must start with Upper Pitts. We will report under several headings. 

1. Achievements 

Successive committees have achieved what many members in 1966, when Upper' Pitts began, said 

shouldn’t be done. They said that it should not become an outpost of suburbia with net curtains and all 

the other elements of furbishing that make up a home. 

Well ,it is a home! The pig on the wal1. Glennies ladder reputedly made by Luke. The calendar that 

we all view to check on the date. The smell of neoprene and grot. It’s tidy. It’s clean, well clean 

enough. It’s lived in. Without it our lives as members would be sadly lacking in quality. 

2. Long Term Improvements. 

We are very lucky to have members with the drive and initiative to follow these aims. The task is 

formidable. To chart a path through the maze of building regulations and yet meet the requirements of 

the Club is no mean feat. Our detailed criticisms of the plans are small and are comparable to those 

that will probably be raised by individual members, so we feel that we should also participate in that 

individual approach. 

We welcome the opportunity to express our approval of your aims and the careful way in which the 

work will be phased. Also we note that consideration is being given to the employment of professional 

labour where necessary, a mature view. 

The improvement of womens facilities is particularly welcome, for we must never be accused of 

failing to provide good accommodation for all our members. 

In conclusion neither must we overlook the good work that has been done recently in the workshop. 

3. Maintenance 

Our remarks under this heading need to be interpreted carefully, for they are aimed at the Club in 

general. The building has been in existence since 1967 and there has never been a Committee since 

that date that has really solved the problem of the exterior maintenance. The consequence of that 

statement is that all of us, as individual members, share in that fai1ure. 
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So, lets define exterior maintenance. It is the preservation of the structure against the elements. I am 

afraid that the painting of windows that are already galvanised is of less importance, for example, than 

preservation of timber that is completely exposed to rot and wet. There is the filling of gaps in the 

outer shell, some quite large under the gutters and window-sills. There is the Tyrolean situation on the 

workshop. We feel that the resolution of this problem is the most urgent that faces the Club this year. 

Once it has been done, then the annual cost of maintenance would be quite small. 

There are many reasons why members, including myself of course, have allowed this situation to arise 

and we offer some solutions. The Committee should not be afraid to admit defeat on behalf of the 

Club and to put the job out to tender. Again in my private capacity I have asked a competent friend to 

examine the exterior, make recommendations, and give an hourly quote. We hope that other members 

will respond in a similar way and give the Committee a chance to make 'Operation Waterproof' a 

success. 

4. Other Assets 

The most important being the members themselves. We note the varied and interesting events that 

have taken place and the tentative plans for the future, and although the number of new members may 

be small this year we feel that the Committee has done well to maintain an active social life which 

should encourage or deter newcomers. 

5. Equipment 

Although not examined, the news that we have vast Quantities of ladder is most encouraging, and at 

this point in the report one wonders how the Club can fare better next year. Let’s wait and see! 

6. Finance 

It’s easy to make fresh and tentative plans, but the accumulation of funds to finance the list of projects 

detailed above must have been hard work and again we view the situation with satisfaction. 

7. Wessex Journal 

The last item. There are two aspects of the Journal that cause some unease but first the good news. The 

last few years have been difficult owing to printing delays, and this in turn leads to frustration and a 

drying up of regular sources. 

The energetic pursuit of a duplicator and the employment of a new printer should at long last enable 

the Committee to turn the page, so to speak. Regular publication, with each Journal dated, should 

encourage our older writers to resume contributions and make our current authors find caves even 

faster. 

The points that we would like to draw attention to are firstly, a possible reversal to earlier practice of 

printing the A.G.M. reports in the next issue, together with the Trustees report, so that all members are 

up to date with the Club affairs and future aims. 

Secondly, we have grown up with a vision of the Wessex Journal being the best on Mendip. We also 

know that at times other clubs have regarded it as being the definitive source of information. This 

should always be the aim, and in the event of a major discovery then perhaps the Committee should 

find ways to help the Editor fulfil that aim. 

To close, our thanks are due to those who volunteered their time and effort, at odd moments through 

the year, to make our job straightforward. Our congratulations are due to the Committee who, on 

balance, have achieved, many things and made many plans, and finally to ail our Club friends who 

make our meetings so enjoyable. 

Richard Kenney 12.10.83 

12. Motions for Discussion 

 

Hut Alteration Plans. 

A general discussion took place of small details on the plan. These were explained by Glyn Bolt. It was 

planned to have the work done professionally in phases according to the clubs finances. 

Phase 1 to alter the extension into a changing and shower area is estimated will cost about 2600.00. 

Various methods of fund raising were discussed including grants, jumble sales and loans all of which will be 

looked into by the next Committee. Jim Hanwell proposed the plans should be passed, this was seconded and 

taken with a majority vote. 

Motion 1. The subscriptions for the year 1983/4 be 11.50 for members and 14.00 for joint members. 

Proposed by the Committee. 

Motion la. Members will be offered to pay subscriptions 5 years in advance. 

Proposed by P. Davies, Seconded by B. Davies. 

Both items were carried with majority votes. 

Motion 3. The 1984 A.G.M. and Dinner be held on Saturday November 3rd, This being 53 years almost to 

the day since the formation of the Wessex Cave Club. 
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This motion was carried unanimously.  

 

13. Election of Officers and Committee for 1983/4 

 

President 

 

Vice Presidents 

L. Devenish 

 

H. Murrell 

N. Casteret 

Rev .C. Cullingford 

Sir John Wedgwood 

 

    

Chairman P.G. Hendy 

 

prop. J.R. Felstead sec. L. Hendy 

Secretary R. Drake 

 

prop. P. Hendy sec. J. Wootton 

Asst. Secretary J. Wootton 

 

prop. P. Hendy sec. A Keen 

Treasurer J.R. Felstead 

 

prop. B. Pitman sec. J. Rands 

Editor A. Keen 

 

prop. B. Davies sec. J. Felstead 

Caving Sec. J. Price 

 

prop. J. Felstead sec. J. Rands 

Gear Curator D. Morrison 

 

prop. S. Bolt sec. J. Wootton 

Hut Admin. Officer G. Bolt 

 

prop. J. Hanwel1 sec. A. Vanderplank 

Hut Warden Rota system 

 

prop. B. Prewer sec. P. Davies 

Ordinary 

Committee 

Members 

From 4 nominations, a vote was taken and the following were elected:- 

 P. Hann 

M.D. Yorke 

N. Graham 

prop. 

prop. 

prop. 

G. Bolt 

P. Hendy 

G. Bolt 

sec. 

sec. 

sec. 

A. Keen 

G. Bolt 

J. Wooton 

 

14. Election of Hon. Auditor 

 

Tim Reynolds was proposed and seconded by the meeting in his absence. 

 

15. Any Other Business 

 

Plans of the alterations to Upper Pitts and the proposed building phases are on view. 

Jack Main’s donations will be taken at the meeting and at the dinner. 

An auction of a Primus and a raffle for books etc. will be held at the dinner. 

Julie Wootton will be subscriptions secretary for 1983/4 so all subs, are to be sent to her. 

The journal prize will be reviewed in the next few months. 

 

The meeting closed at 5.45pm. 

R. Drake Hon. Sec. 

 


