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January 1982 Vol. 17 No. 191 

 

EDITORIAL 
 

I am sure I am not alone in my regret that caving has become so popular. Unfortunately, larger numbers 

of cavers has included a greater proportion of the irresponsible. One effect of this has been the further 

restriction and control of access to caves under threat of despoilation or closure, and we are all bearing 

the brunt. 

 

The problem is not a small one, and, like it or not, committees and councils are becoming a necessary 

part of the scene - out of proportion with the business of going underground. Nobody can be blamed if 

they do not believe in or do not want to get involved in 'cave politics' - these are ideals. In reality, I 

think that confusion and antipathy would be more prevalent without the communication and 

coordination that goes on. 

 

Perhaps it would help to remember that to cave on most land is a privilege, not a right. 

 

CLUB NEWS 
 

Nomination of President Following the death of Frank Frost, the Club is sadly without a president. 

There is no urgency, but a successor must be appointed in order that trustees can properly hold office. 

 

The discussion at the last AGM concluded with the agreement that members be invited to contact the 

Chairman, Phil Hendy, with their comments and suggestions for nominees for presidency, so that a 

consensus can be reached at the 1982 AGM. Please let Phil have your views, in writing, as soon as 

possible. 

 

Photographic/Art Competition This did not attract as many entries as was hoped possibly due to the 

lack of publicity. However, there were sufficient entries to make Atty's decision difficult. He did regret 

that nobody had been confident enough to submit any drawings. 

 

The winner of the colour section was John Vanderplank, with an impressive view of the stal in G.B. 

Main Chamber. Runner up was Pete Hann, with a good shot of the Curtain in Manor Farm. John Scott 

was first in the black and white section, with a good view of The Cathedral in Box Stone Mine - a 

photograph with plenty of depth and impression. A silhouette of a caver at the entrance of Blacknor 

Hole, taken by Nigel Graham, was runner-up. The two winners each received £5 prize money, which 

was kindly donated some time ago by Frank Frost. It is hoped to display the winning photographs at 

Upper Pitts. Thanks go to all who took part - Atty enjoyed looking at all the entries. 

 

Frank Frost Memorial Graham Balcombe has most generously donated £100 to the Club to be used to 

provide a permanent memorial to Frank Frost. 

 

Various suggestions were made at the AGM, but it was thought best not to decide in haste. The matter 

will be decided at the next AGM. In the meantime, please give your suggestions to the Secretary, Bob 

Drake, or come along to the meeting. 

 

Upper Pitts. Mike York, assisted by Paul Weston, has almost completed the wiring of the extension. 

Phil Hendy has set up a new charging rack in the old workshop. The central heating system is gradually 

being sorted out to make it more efficient, but members can help to keep fuel costs down by closing 

doors and windows after them. 
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Members with food boxes and lockers at Upper Pitts are reminded that their names should be on them. 

Persistent failure to do this will result in the privilege being withdrawn. 

 

Our insurance company has been changed, as the previous one had made numerous unreasonable 

requests for us to increase the security of the hut. 

 

An inspection has been made by a Fire Prevention Officer and as a result several safety improvements 

are to be made. Again, members are asked to be conscious of fire risk (e.g. don’t try to weld the gas 

bottles). 

 

Tackle Ladder making is steadily progressing, but help is always appreciated. The club has a new 

clinometer and compass. 

 

Finance Although we appear quite flush, a good deal of money has to be spent on Upper Pitts owing to 

lack of maintenance over the past several years, and to complete half-finished projects. 

 

A profit of £14.47 was made on the 1981 dinner. 

 

New members The Club welcomes the following new members: 

 

J. Fussell, 243 Sturminster Road, Stockwood, Bristol. 

J.R. Stirn, 15 Albion Road, Tottenham, London N17 

Colin Cooke, 51 Cowley Road, Oxford, OX4 1HP 

Ian Hunter, 3 Shitterton, Bere Regis, Wareham, Dorset, 

Gordon Wright, 15 Churchill Crescent, Parkstone, Poole, Dorset. 

Angela Hensler, 12 Knighton Close, Woodford Green, Essex IG8 0NN 

Gary Cockburn, 421 Forest Road, Walthamstow, London E17 5LD 

Alan Dixon, 6 Aberdeen Road, Redland, Bristol BS6 6HT 

Sandra Hargreaves, 14 Duchess Road, Clifton, Bristol BS8 

 

Changes of Address 

 

Nigel Graham, 105 Newstead Road, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 0AR 

Steve & Pauline Gough, Alfryn, 250 Western Road, Crookes, Sheffield 10 

 

Upper Pitts Data Book This book is being generated to record any useful information about Upper 

Pitts. Would anyone who has any relevant information, plans, etc. please send them to the Hut Warden. 

 

Minors There is a new application form for minors wishing to join the Club. 

 

Swildons Books There are still a few left in leather covers (only) at £12.00 each. If anyone wants one 

before they are all sold they are available at Upper Pitts. 

 

M.R.O. Co-ordinator Bob Drake has agreed to continue with this job. 

 

Journal Distribution Pete and Alison Moody will be doing this. 
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MENDIP NEWS 
 

Charterhouse Caving Committee - G.B. A meeting was held on December 12th to discuss the overuse 

of GB Cavern. Not so long ago, GB was the cherry on top of the cake, only experienced cavers having 

access. Now the cave is often visited by novices, large parties, and as a result the formations are 

suffering. Already the UBSS has removed the fixed aids to Ladder Dig. Wessex Water Authority is 

concerned about unauthorised entry via the collapse shake hole, in spite of their erecting a high fence 

round it. 

 

WWA is now considering blocking the bottom of this hole with barbed wire and initiating spot checks 

on CCC permits. Members of CCC clubs are entitled to a free five year permit. (Wessex members 

apply to the caving secretary or any committee member)  Visitors can apply for permits (valid 14 days, 

price 14p) from CCC clubs. 

 

The UBSS were asked to consider increasing the security of the lock. The main decision of the 

committee however, was to apply strictly the existing access rules. These are as follows: 

 

Each caver should be in possession of a valid CCC permit. 

Party size not to exceed six, including leader. 

No novices. Nobody under the age of fourteen. 

Minors must have an indemnity chit signed by a parent or guardian. 

Married minors cannot apply for a permit. 

No carbide. No digging without permission of the UBSS or photography. 

The cave is to be locked at all times. 

Observe the caving code. 

 

Cuckoo Cleeve Note that the entrance passage is collapsing, and is to be negotiated with care. 

 

Stoke Lane Cavers must visit Stoke Bottom Farm before going down the cave as failure to do this will 

result in closure. 

 

Points from the Council of Southern Caving Clubs meeting, Dec 19 1981: 

 

Fairy Cave Quarry The report "The Caves of Fairy Cave Quarry, A case for Conservation" published 

by the Cerberus SS was deemed by the Council not to offer any advantage or guarantee of access to 

CSCC clubs or cavers in general. The council did not therefore support the scheme as outlined, but 

reiterated its support for any positive action to negotiate 'continuing access to caves'. The Cerberus 

responded that they were in fact prepared to offer involvement of the CSCC. They also outlined plans 

for making Shatter into a show cave, and for building an 'education centre'. The initial reaction was that 

sporting cavers would show little interest in exploring a show cave, and that plans for a 'mini-

Whernside' on Mendip would be viewed with suspicion. 

 

Brown’s Folly Mine An agreement has finally been reached between the Council and Sir Charles 

Hobhouse. The Council is to pay a £5 rent for access, and gate and lock the mine. 

 

Somerset Local Education Authority - Cave Leaders Agreement has now been reached between the 

Council and Somerset LEA on the way in which the Council will assess leaders who take school 

children caving, The Council has approximately twelve assessors, who will shortly begin work, as there 

is quite a backlog. Hopefully, this scheme will foster a better standard of leadership for the young, by 

those who are genuinely interested in caving. 
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IN THE REGIONS 
 

Mind Your- Head! It is reported that there are loose rocks near the entrance to Pant Mawr Pot in South 

Wales, so take care - you wouldn't like to walk all that way to get flattened, would you? It is also 

reported that there has been a 'mini-collapse' on the short climbs below pitch 5 in Maskhill Mine, 

Derbyshire, making them tight and there has been a rock fall and movement of boulders at the head of 

the pitch in Winnats Head Cave, again in Derbyshire. This area can now be regarded as dodgy. 

 

Cwm Dwr midweek access The SWCC has arranged that the Minerva Outdoor Centre hold a key to the 

above cave which can be used for midweek trips. The key must be returned to the centre and it should 

be noted that the normal access rules apply, i.e. it must not be used for access to OFD I unless an 

authorised leader is present, nor for access to OFD II without a permit, except for SWCC members. 

 

Expedition Advisory Centre This has been set up by the R.G.S. and the Young Explorers Trust to give 

advice and information to those organising an expedition. The Centre is situated at the RGS in 

Kensington Gore, London SW7 and the staff will be happy to discuss projects etc. if an appointment is 

made. The telephone number is 01-501-2057. 

 

(all the above is extracted from the CSCC Newsletter, Autumn 1981) 

 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
 

Dear Al, 

 

I hope to visit France from Sept 3rd (Friday) to Sept. 12th inclusive. The intention is to visit three fairly 

horizontal systems: Chauveroche, Maurepos, Rochechevre ... all in the French Jura. 

 

If any Wessex person wishes to join me could they phone me on Bristol 218051 during working hours 

or write, 17 Oak Road, Bristol BS7 8RY. 

 

The cost will depend on the number of people participating. 

 

Beat regards Bob Lewis 

 

 

STOP PRESS DIARY DATES 
 

YORKSHIRE TRIPS 

 

Sep 4 Birks Fell 

Nov 13 Lost John’s 

Nov 14 Nott’s Pot 

 

For details contact Jeff Price; address inside front cover 
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FRANCE 1981 
Jeff Price 

 

On Friday July 17 Pete Watts, John Watson (BEC) and myself set off from Portsmouth for two weeks 

caving in France. From Le Havre we drove to Le Mans then on the next day we were up early for a fast 

drive to the Dordogne. 

 

After looking around and visiting the local bars, we went to what must be the most impressive show 

cave in France, The Padirac. The cave has a superb entrance shaft which can be descended by lift or 

stairs. The main passageway goes on for a few hundred yards, then a boat takes you for a quarter of a 

mile. The guided tour continues in the inner cave, where there are excellent chambers and formations. 

The whole trip takes approximately one and a half hours and is well worth the £1.50. 

 

For our first caving trip proper we drove to The Grotte De La Brauge. First there is a three quarter mile 

walk and climb passage, which is the easy part. Next there is the mud pool which is crossed partly by 

wading and partly by swimming - good fun but bloody hard work. After the mud pool, there is a superb 

chamber with a ceiling covered with superb stalactites about three feet long. A sump ends the cave. The 

trip takes two to three hours and is well worth it. 

 

The following day was spent buying supplies and caving kit in Toulouse. If you ever go to Toulouse, 

make a point of avoiding rush hour traffic! In the evening we drove to Andorra, with its Pyrenean 

scenery. We spent three days there - it must be the only place you can get change from £6 for three 

bottles of scotch. 

 

After a short while in Spain, we drove back over The Pyrenees to Tarascon. Here we visited the Grotte 

Du Ermite, which is fairly big but without many formations. We did manage to descend a 150' pitch 

with only sixty feet of ladder, but were then stopped by a 90’ pitch which was the end anyway. The 

evening was spent chatting to French cavers. 

 

Our next cave was the Grotte Combrice. This does not start off promisingly but gets better as you go in. 

There are some very big chambers at the end. We then went to the Petite Caoueno. With it’s big 

entrance, walking size chambers, and broken stal all over the floor, it seems to be a very old cave. 

Worth a look. 

 

Pete slept off a hangover the next day while John and myself visited the Grotte Sabart. The main 

chamber in this cave measures 200' high by 600' wide. The stal is very impressive - some are eight to 

ten feet in diameter and twenty feet high. 

 

Another show cave was visited, the Grotte Niaux, with its paintings of horses bison and fish. To add to 

the enjoyment, one of the party split his head open on the roof and much to the amusement of the 

French tourists, fell backwards into a gour pool. 

 

In the little town of Ville France near Perpignon we met some local cavers who took us down the 

Grotte 'en Gorner. The cave is about eight miles long. We covered about a quarter of the system. The 

average size of passageway is 15' wide by 20' high. It has some good formations. In the afternoon the 

French cavers showed us where they had been digging for eleven years in St Christopher cave, about 

six hundred feet of crawling size passage. They have installed a compressor at the end and are making 

considerable progress. 

 

To complete the holiday, we drove down to the sun and other noted delights of the Mediterranean 

coast. 
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MAKE YOUR OWN LADDER 
 

Alan Clarke 

 

In the Winter of 1978-79 I wondered if I could make a couple of lengths of wire ladder. These would 

come in useful on digs and at such times when it would be inconvenient to fetch and return ladder from 

Upper Pitts. Readers may like to hear of the methods employed and decide for themselves whether they 

should copy it, bearing in mind that the constructor must feel personally satisfied and competent to 

judge that his standard of workmanship is first class. 

 

The method is suitable for somebody working at home, without the need for special jigs and tools. My 

only source of information was chapter five in "Manual of Caving Techniques". 

 

Wire. The Bristol Wire Rope Co. supplied a 30m length, specification 3mm dia., 7x19 (12/6/1) WSC 

180 Galv. This is not fibre cored, as soldering was used. It measures about 0.140" in diameter. 

 

Rungs. Although this can hardly be recommended as general use material, some old steel frames from 

folding garden chairs were cut into 6.5" length. The tubing is about 5/8" dia. 20 swg. This made a 

strong, comfortable, but heavy rung, and would be susceptible to rust. With a personal ladder, this 

should not proceed too far if it is cleaned, stored dry and periodically examined. The rungs are not 

plugged and the insides can be dried out. If aluminium is used, 5/8" O.D. should be big enough to allow 

for the ferrules. People seem to like these fat rungs. 9/64" holes were drilled with centres 1/4" from the 

ends, using a simple jig made from a piece of angle iron. 

 

Soldered ferrules. Some suitable ferrules were made by cutting ¼" lengths from 1/8" bsp soft copper 

tube. These would not quite slide over the rope so were expanded by driving through a nail punch 

ground to 0.155” dia. The ferrules were cleaned inside with a file, and tinned. 

 

Assembly. Constant rung spacing was achieved using a piece of plastic channel section that was 

notched to receive the rope. When all the rungs with their ferrules inside were threaded onto the rope, 

each was spaced, clamped, and the ferrule soldered using a 65W iron and wire solder. A spot of Fluxite 

was first applied. Allowing the solder to conduct the heat into the joint is quicker than using the iron to 

pre-heat it. A flame should not be used, as this could stiffen the wire. Testing by a simple lever arm 

arrangement failed to reveal slip at 915 lb, or 457 lb per joint. 

 

Tail Assembly. 5/16" mild steel galvanised chain was sawn across the welds to form C links. 3/8" could 

also be used. Stainless steel thimbles were obtained from a yachting store 1 5/8" x 7/8" x 1/4". The 

ends of the wire were spliced using resined ferrules. Lengths of copper pipe 1¼" with 3/8" bore, were 

araldited (do not use 'Rapid' variety) as in fig. 2. For additional security, a ferrule was soldered on the 

free end. Doing this first enables the wire to be easily pulled tight and clamped before aralditing. It is 

not at all easy, I found, for the inexperienced to produce a satisfactory soldered end ferrule. 

 

Conclusion. The 20' length has received quite a lot of use over the last two years, mainly in the dig at 

Alveston. It has all too frequently been taken home and left muddy and wet. The steel rungs have not 

deteriorated but where the plating has worn through a rougher surface is presented. The rough metal 

picks up mud. No slipping of the ferrules has occurred, but some have become slightly burred. 

Occasionally the tether is transferred to the other end of the ladder. 
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NOTES FROM THE 1981 A.G.M. 
 

There were 41 members present. 19 members sent apologies for absence. 

Chairman’s Opening Remarks - Phil Hendy 

 

"Good afternoon, and welcome to this meeting. No doubt you, like me, find it strange to be sitting here 

without Frank presiding over the proceedings. I doubt if anyone knew the Club better, or was more 

concerned for our traditions, and standing in the caving world. I personally was very grateful for his 

help and guidance, though I am sure that many of you here today would be better able to pay tribute to 

him. 

 

To many members, particularly the younger ones, Frank was mainly the man who addressed us at the 

beginning of each Annual General Meeting. His absence means that we are now faced with finding a 

successor. This will be no easy matter, and already many members have given the problem deep 

thought. There will obviously be some discussion later in the program. 

 

When I became Chairman last year I said that I hoped members would voice their opinions and queries 

on Club matters to me, or to other members of the committee. This you have done, and I hope that we 

have, in the majority of cases, been able to act accordingly. It is clear that we have a strong body of 

members who care very much for the Club, and while it must be accepted that we have our fair share of 

hangers-on (and I don’t think that the Wessex is alone in this respect) I think that there is enough 

enthusiasm to carry us on with increasing strength. 

 

So let me end these remarks on that optimistic note. I would like, in a moment, to call upon 

nominations from the floor for a chairman for this meeting, but first, would you please join me in 

standing in silence for a short while as a mark of our respect for the memory of our late President, 

Frank Frost." 

 

Phil Hendy was then elected Chairman for the meeting. 

 

Minutes of the 1980 A.G.M. These were approved and signed after some minor corrections. 

 

Matters Arising from the Minutes 

a). Under 18's - this was a subject for later in the agenda. 

b). Hut Book - This had been started but more information was needed. In particular there is no up-to-

date copy of the plans available. 

 

Tackle Warden’s Report 

Dave Morrison reported that the Club had about thirty ladders and a good deal of materials for making 

more. A donation of rope had been received. Various methods of issuing tackle were discussed, and 

Dave said he hoped to have a new system in operation soon. In answer to a question on insurance, it 

was said that non-members could claim if an accident were caused by faulty Wessex tackle, but 

members could not. 

 

Treasurers Report 

The membership was slightly down in number over the last year, thereby reducing the income from 

subscriptions. A donation had been received from Graham Balcombe (see Club News in this journal). 

 

Report of the Hon. Trustees 

Frank Frost had been a Trustee and so a new one needed to be appointed, however it is up to the 

President to appoint trustees. It was felt that in future, the President should not be a Trustee. 
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Upper Pitts was reported to be in generally good condition, but there were some electrical faults which 

could be hazardous, and fire safety precautions needed improving. The following discussions included 

the modifications being made to the central heating, and (always a favourite topic) the fact that the cess 

pit had not been emptied for over a year. 

 

Motions for Discussion - see AGM handbook for actual wording of motions. 

 

1. Election of President from Vice-Presidency  

This motion was withdrawn. 

 

2. Eligibility of younger membership. 

Insurance had been obtained which would allow a maximum of twenty-five 16-18 year-olds as 

members at any one time. The cost of the insurance is necessarily higher than our normal premium but 

the general feeling of the meeting was that this was worth it considering the possible benefit to the 

Club. An amendment was made to the motion such that the consent of a parent or guardian be required 

before minors could apply for membership. The motion was passed. 

 

3 & 4. Subscription rates. 

After some discussion a motion was passed to set the subscription rates for 1981-82 at £10 for ordinary 

membership and £12.50 for joint membership. 

 

5. Payment of subscriptions by standing order. 

After lengthy discussion this motion was rejected. 

 

Election of The Corrmittee for 1981-82 

There was no opposition to any post, so all those who had stood were elected. It was agreed to leave the 

matter of Presidency until the next AGM. 

 

 

FROM THE LOG 
 

Sep 13 Longwood Practice Rescue from Main Chamber. Bob Drake plus 12. Not a bad effort 

considering many of us had never caved together before. Al Mills (victim) had a "broken leg" 

immobilised. This could well be Phil Hendy’s last trip through the Letterbox. 

To those at HQ who "didn't feel like coming", should they ever need rescuing it may take some time. 

 

Sep 29 Ogof Hesp Alyn North Wales. Pete and Alison, Tony Jarrat with Phil Ford, Bob Hill, Jerry 

(BEC) and eleven others. The cave was almost completely rigged by the NWCC, who also provided 

bottle sherpas. We only had two small bottles as the others were in Chris Milne's car - his clutch went. 

With only two bottles and no line reel, J-Rat could only do a recce dive. After 15' he reached an air bell 

but the way on was 8' deep in appalling vis. and could not be pushed with the gear available. The trip to 

the sump is highly recommended - about a mile of varied and interesting passage. 

 

Sep 30 Poacher’s Cave N. Wales. Pete and Alison, J-Rat, Bob, Jerry and others. Not as interesting as 

Hesp Alyn but well worth doing. One of the upstream inlets was pushed by Alison for 60' to where 

fallen slabs of rock made progress hazardous. Sweet papers and leaves indicated that it was close to the 

surface. Downstream we made another breakthrough, passing a tight squeeze we discovered 100' of 

fine, though small, stream way. The passage was a beautifully clean tube about 3' diameter. 

 

Sep 19 Longwood Pete and Alison. Finished survey - 565' deep. 
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7 Nov Swildon’s John Scott and Pete Hann. Dig at bottom of Greasy Chimney. Stones thrown down 6' 

rift appear to go on for about 30'. Joined by Pete and Alison for a while. 4hrs. J. Scott 

 

 

DIARY DATES 
 

March 19 NCA AGM, Swan Hotel, Abergavenny 

 Wessex Committee Meeting 

June 10 NCA Executive Meeting, Yorkshire 

11-12 Sep BCRA Congress. This will be held in Bristol and is being organised by Chris Wood. 

Anyone willing to lend a hand should contact him at 11 Millstone Close, Axbridge, 

Som. Tel Axbridge 732159 or Bristol 313396(work)  

16 Oct Wessex AGM & Dinner 

 

FRIDAY NIGHT CAVE CLUB MEETS 1982 

 

 

Meet at cave 7.30 pm. 

Contact B. Prewer, Wells 73757 

or G. Villis, Weston-Super-Mare 27641 (work) 

 

CLUB TRUNDLES 1982 

 

Feb   20 Sandford Levvy 

Mar  6  Rowberrow Cavern and Dolebury Levvy 

Apr  17 Quaking House Cave and/or Holwell Cave 

May 8  Pinetree Pot 

 

Meet at Upper Pitts 14.45 except Quaking House (10.00) 

For further details contact Phil Hendy, Wells 76134 

Mar 5 Longwood 

 20 S. Wales 

Apr 2 GB 

 16 St Cuthbert’s 

 30 Manor Farm 

May 14 Stone Mines 

 28 Tynings Barrow 

June 11 Mystery (Meet at Hunter’s) 

 25 Burrington 

July 9 Rhino Rift 

 23 Longwood 

Aug 7 S. Wales 

 20 Thrupe 

Sep 3 St. Cuthbert’s 

 17 Tynings Barrow 

Oct 1 Eastwater 

 15 Fairy Quarry Cave 

 29 GB 

Nov 13 S. Wales 

 26 Reservoir Hole 

Dec 10 Swildons 


