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Journal No. 179, Vol. 15 
 

EDITORIAL 

 

This is the last Journal of Volume 1 5  and the last of my editorship. Volume 15 consists of nine journals 

and if you have kept Volume 14 unbound the two can now be bound together. This issue contains 

indexes for Volumes 1 4  and 15. 

 

I have enjoyed my spell as editor and wish Phil Hendy every success with Volume 16 . 

 

CLUB NEWS 

 

ABSTRACTS FROM THE AGM 

 

This year's AGM was less well attended than last year's. Several important decisions were made and the 

new committee elected. For the first time we have two women on the committee!  

 

President's Opening Address 

 

Frank Frost spoke of the death of Dr F.S. Wallis, and then commented that he preferred the new 

arrangement of the AGM Handbook whereby officers write their own reports.  

 

Matters arising from the AGM of 1978 

 

It was regretted that no way had been found to allow under-18's to become Club members.  

 

Discussion of Reports 

 

The poor attendance at Caving Politics meetings recently was deplored and the secretary was urged to 

improve this. 

 

Regret was expressed that the expected 6 journals had not been produced during the year. There was 

much discussion of a proposal to award a prize for the journal item of the year which generates the 

most interest. Plans were not finalised however.  

 

Treasurer's Report 

 

There are in fact 2 5 8  ordinary members and not 266 as printed in the AGM Handbook. 

 

Auditor's Report 

 

Tim Reynolds had found the financial situation sound and the accounts acceptable.  

 

Report of Trustees 

 

Some work will be needed at Upper Pitts shortly, particularly to the finish of the extension, the 

drainage and the problem of damp between the main building and the extension. Apart from this, Upper 

Pitts is looking good! 

 

Motions 

 

Rule 5  was changed to allow for the filling of casual committee vacancies by the committee appointing 

any full member to do the duties. 

Rule 6 was changed to set a time limit for the issue of ballot forms etc. and to allow for votes to be cast 

immediately before the AGM. 

Rule 8 was changed to establish a new subscription rate of £6 with £ 7 -5 0  for joint members, and to 

allow retired members to pay a reduced subscription if no longer actively caving. Any member of a 

substantial number of years standing who has reached state pensionable age and wishes to take 

advantage of this should contact the secretary.   
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Rule 12 was changed to allow for the problem of people residing at Upper Pitts. The new rule is that no 

one may stay at Upper Pitts for more than 14 days in any 28 without the committee's approval. The 

committee are empowered to expel members for breaches of this rule. The motion proposed by Rob 

Harper which would have allowed unmarried couples to have joint membership was ruled out of order 

as it did not have a seconder. Amended Club Rules will be published in full later.  

 

New Officers for 1979/80 

 

Chairman: Aubrey Newport 

Secretary: Susan Deal, who was proposed at the AGM. 

Treasurer: Al Keen 

Editor: Phil Hendy  

Asst. Secretary: Rich Websell 

Caving Secretary: Jeff Price, whose proposal was omitted from the AGM Handbook by accident.  

Gear Curator: Dave Morrison 

Hut Administration Officer: John Ham 

Hut Warden: There was a ballot for the post of Hut Warden and Al Mills was duly elected. 

Ordinary Committee Members: Steve Gough, Pauline Gough and Rob Harper. 

Auditor: Tim Reynolds 

 

ANNUAL DINNER 

 

Frank Frost spoke after the meal of reminiscences and absent fr iends, including Charles Bryant. The 

function was generally well received. 

 

ABSTRACTS FROM THE COMMITTEE MEETING- HELD 4/11/79 

 

a) Matters arising from the last committee meeting: 

 

i) Photo Album: Anyone who has good photos of Club activities or of the bui lding of the 

present hut is asked to let a committee member see them in order to bring the photo album 

up to date. 

ii) Associate Membership: The subscription rate for this year will be £1 - 5 0  and the committee 

will consider each application separately.  

iii) Filling of Bottles: Diving bottles must not be filled at the hut under any circumstances. 

Tested bottles may be kept in the extension but must not be filled there.  

iv) Eastwater Swallet: The work on the entrance shaft is finished and the cave is open agai n. 

 

b) AGM and Dinner: 

 

We have received a letter from Sir John Wedgewood apologizing for his absence from the dinner. His 

mother had fallen ill. 

 

c )  O fficers for the year: 

 

Librarians: Pete and Alison Moody 

General Sales: Steve Gough 

Asst. Caving Secretary: Keith Sanderson 

Hut Bookings: Pauline Gough 

Publication Sales and Journal Distribution: To be decided. 

 

d) Upper Pitts Progress: 

 

Disappointment was expressed that some offers of work had been made last year and not performed.  

Drainage: The cost of installing a new cess-pit was discussed. 

Flashings: A volunteer has offered to do this.  

Redecoration: The sitting room has been repainted but the kitchen needs washing down prior to 

painting. 
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e) New Members 

 

Pete Hann………3 Queens Terrace, Sherborne, Dorset 

John Scott……..10 Hollytree Walk, Yeovil, Somerset 

Kevin Robins....30 Mowleaze, Barwick, Yeovil, Somerset  

 

Members are reminded that when nominating a person for club they should put some comment on the 

back of the form. 

 

f) Any Other Business: 

 

Following a request by Alan Clarke the dig at Alverstoke was accepted as an official Wessex dig.  

 

Susan Deal  

Hon. Sec. 

 

 

NOTICE FROM THE HUT WARDEN 

 

The Hut Warden wishes to cordially inform members that although they will be asked to do their 

washing up, cleaning etc., when using the hut he does not propose to repeat such requests indefinitely.  

 

Those who persist, in non-cooperation will have kitchen and cooking facilities, including use of food 

boxes, withdrawn. This notice is given in the interests of good feeling an d cooperation within the club. 

 

 

THE GRAND BEC v WCC DIGGING COMPETITION 

 

The BEC have conceded defeat to the Wessex. Recognition is due to Pete and Alison who helped to 

provide about 800ft of the total 900ft (approx.) that the Wessex had entered.  

 

 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Dear Sir. 

 

In Journal 175 Barry Gay describes a visit he made to a dene hole in Kent and asks for further 

information. This rang a bell as I have been indulging the art of armchair caving - an odd advantage of 

pregnancy. 

 

Although I have never seen one myself, I remembered being interested in a description of dene holes in 

E.A. Baker's 'Caving - Episodes of Underground Exploration' (copy in the library - Chapter V). He too 

was puzzled as to their origins and possible uses and in trying to so lve the problem visited many in 

Essex and Kent. 

 

He describes a typical dene hole as "a shaft 2 0 , 30, or nearly 100 feet deep, cut straight down through 

the Thanet Sand to the chalk. In this lower rock a chamber has been evacuated, the commoner form of 

which may be likened to a double trefoil, three galleries having been driven some 2 0  feet into the chalk 

on either side from the foot of the shaft. In the sides of the shaft foot -holds have been cut, or possibly 

holds for stemples to enable those using or making the dene holes to climb down". 

 

In the course of his investigations Baker looked at a considerable number and variety of dene holes 

including some in a similar state to the one Barry describes (a rubbish tip) whilst he also re -opened 

sealed holes. None had anything in them to suggest a specific use such as grain storage or a refuge. He 

comes to the conclusion that they were simply a source of chalk for building or agricultural use, dug in 

such a way as to cause minimal damage to the land surface, leavin g that free for other uses. 

 

Best wishes, 

Frances Saxton 
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Dear Editor, 

 

During a recent visit to a more illustrious continental site, with the complete caving contingent of the 

Severn Valley Caving Club having departed to the French Riviera in search of I know not what, the 

remaining Wessex member (myself) paid a visit to a cave noted in WCC Jour. No. 174 Vol. 1 5 . The 

description of the approach and the cave leave something to be desired in this instance. May I take this 

opportunity of correcting it slightly and giving a description. The place is well worth a visit! 

 

La Grotte de Chauveroche (Doubs) 

 

Situation: Follow the D241 out of Ornans for 1 km. Jus t beyond the sports centre and primary school a 

signposted track goes off left (on a right hand bend in the  road). Follow this track for 2½km (it is quite 

possible to drive a car along it) to a patch of coniferous plantation. A footpath leads right & up to the 

fixed ladder at the large entrance (which faces north and gets hardly any sun). It is possible to chan ge 

in the entrance and hide kit inside. No gate! 

 

Description: A good wetsuit or perhaps an inflatable boat is  desirable. To the right of daylight is a low 

opening to a parallel high fissure and kit -hiding place. Left in fissure, easy duck, deep mud and over 

boulder pile to mud passage and "1 0 0 m duck" which is low, very short and has 2 ft of mud on the floor. 

Then forward about 1 5  minutes mostly in big level mud-floored dry passages, via easy boulders at one 

point and passing earlier a memorial plaque reminding us of a death here in 1975 (the caver's body was 

never found). The 'running' terminates at a chamber with 3 ways on. The most obvious (straight ahead) 

is a fine duck some 2 5 ft long to big passage with gour pools. There are 18 main gour barriers (up -flow) 

with much wading and 4  swims to a beehive at a minor inlet, then 1 1  main barriers (down-flow) to gain 

the stream (still in a passage c. 4 0 ft high x 1 0 ft wide). The stream is met at a point where it descends a 

stooping passage downstream, but upstream continues (not small). Upstream are 95 main gour barriers 

with two short climbs and swimming/wading. A big junction right after 6 9  barriers has a small stream 

and continues with stal. The main flow issues from a narrow passage 1 0 ft high abandoned by me at the 

9 5 th upstream gour barrier. 

 

The cave is dominated by deep water between gour barriers which makes any kind of delay a serious 

matter because of the cold. Goodness knows how much further upstream it is possible to go.  

 

Best wishes, 

Bob Lewis 

 

 

NOTICE FROM THE LIBRARIANS 

 

This journal is the last of volume 1 5  and we hope to get the library copies bound in the near future. 

With a bulk order it may be possible to get a reasonable discount. If you are interested in getting your 

copies bound please contact Pete Moody. The library is unfortunately missing some of the earlier 

Wessex Journals, in particular:- 

 

Vol. 2  No. 35 

Vol. 3  Nos. 46, 47, 48, 49 

Vol. 4 Nos. 50, 59, 60 

Vol. 5 No. 67 

 

Any donations will be gratefully received.  

 

With the increasing popularity of colour slides the contribution of photographs to the Wessex 

photographic album has become virtually non-existent. Photographs of members activities ( !) are an 

important part of club history and any contributions will be welcomed. Please send these to Alison 

Moody, 12 Cork Street, Lower Weston, Bath. 
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NORTH AMERICAN DIARY - 5 

 

Paul Hadfield 

 

A two month absence from Alberta had made me forget what caving trips over here can 

sometimes be like. The weekend after my return I was snared by Eric Neilsen into an abortive 

effort to get into the 'Royal Group', a section of the Rockies on the Divide between Palliser Pass 

north to White Man Pass. The outstanding peak is Mt King George at 1 1 ,2 2 6 ft while half a 

dozen others exceed 1 0 ,5 00 ft. 

 

Our objective was to examine what Eric had seen on a trip last year and had thought to be a 

resurgence, on the southern approach to the group. After an almost 600 mile drive from Calgary 

with the last fifty miles over a dirt logging track we reached our jump off point, a trapper's  

cabin on the Palliser River. Here we spent the night and next day saw us carrying the usual 

heavy loads up Fynn Creek. Initially the going was relatively easy as we happened on a cut trap 

line, but after two or three miles this ended and we were reduced to following game trails 

through the dense brush. Suddenly we came into the open, on the edge of an avalanche slope 

and I was treated to my first real view of the Royals. An 1,800ft vertical limestone exposure 

was revealed on the far side of the creek to my left running on for almost half a mile until it 

merged with the mountain, whilst in the distance snow capped peaks glistened in the sun. 

Pushing on across the debris of the avalanche slope led into an area of more dense brush with 

fewer and smaller game trails and a point where the main creek picked up a feeder which 

resurged from an impenetrable bedding in a ten feet long cave discovered by Eric last year. The 

source of the main creek was our objective this time and it led us up a nightmare climb of a 

vertical vegetable garden for over 1 5 0 ft until more level ground was reached. Shortly after this 

we glimpsed through the trees, the main stream apparently pouring out of a hole some 1 00 ft up 

a rock face. Dumping our packs we began a long and difficult traverse through the bush to open 

ground at the foot of the rock pile by the stream. Then followed more dangerous scrambling up 

steep loose dirt and talus slopes to eventually reach a position overlooking the source of the 

water. Here we discovered that we had been deceived, the resurgence was really only the stream 

coming over the lip of a waterfall. The upper course of the stream being craftily concealed from 

view from below by the deep channel it had cut out in the rock at a sharp angle to its direction 

over the top of the fall. Disappointed we headed back to our packs and discussed the situation. 

Our prime objective had been achieved, we had determined whether or not we had a resurgence 

at this point, and it seemed unlikely that in the daylight we had remaining  that we would 

successfully climb the next large vertical step and get beyond the tree line. This coupled with 

the extensive 'bear signs' we had seen all day on the trail confirmed us in our decision to head 

out. So it was that in the last hour of daylight  we arrived back at our camp on the Palliser.  

 

The following day the trapper and outfitter who owned the cabin, his sister and his brother -in-

law came along and the resulting conversation elicited the fact that the terrain at the higher 

altitudes in the Royals is 'classic karst'. We also learnt of the easy way up and had an offer to 

pack us and our equipment in at a cost sometime in the future. This seems to be a project that 

should definitely be pursued for on our journey home we made a diversion up the no rth fork of 

the Palliser, Albert Creek, which shares the westerly drainage of the Royals with the main river 

and there we were able to see yet more exposures of carbonate rock. There too, we were assured 

by our newly found trapper friend, there are streams coming out of caves! 

 

A visit to Ptolemy followed shortly afterwards when Pete Thompson had arranged to show off 

Yorkshire Pot to two visiting American cavers Marion Smith and Marylin Osterlund. This trip 

was notable chiefly in that it resulted in the loss of a brand new S400 Nikonos down a 230ft pit. 

For anyone who's interested in looking for it I can supply full details.  

 

Once off the mountain Pete Thompson, Marg Saul and I set off on the tortuous drive along the 
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Crowsnest Highway to Vancouver where we took the ferry to the island and headed north and 

west to Gold River, the home of Paul Griffiths and Karen Bischoff beneath the slopes of White 

Ridge Mountain. The karst area at the top of White Ridge Mountain, Quatsino Plateau, is the 

location of Q5, to date the deepest known cave on the island. This was our objective, and the 

next day at noon saw us in Paul's big 4WD heading up a disused logging road to the trailhead 

about half the way up the 4,000ft mountain. The local cavers commonly helicopter to Q 5  and 

after the steep treck up the hill, fully loaded, I can see why. British Columbia bush is notorious 

for difficult going, but that on Victoria Island must be something special. The primary growth 

isn't too bad to negotiate but on avalanche slopes secondary growth and the complex of rotting 

deadfall require a kind of swimming action between 4 and 10ft above the ground. Add to this 

the problems caused by a heavy pack and the whole thing becomes something out of a horror 

story. It doesn't help matters either when four of the party are Alberta cavers hardened by three 

major ascents in the Rockies, all done in the last few weeks (Mts Assinaboire 11,870ft, Edith 

Cavell 11,033ft and Athabasca 1 1 ,4 52 ft), and hence go at a pace most mountain goats would 

be hard put to follow. It makes the average, elderly, potbellied, bald headed Britisher sweat a 

bit! 

 

Our campsite was just under the final shoulder of the mountain and in a place so steep that the 

'A' team (Hadfield, Hastie and Depledge) spent a full hour digging out a  level platform from the 

side of the hill, reinforcing it with rocks and fallen timbers, all in all a major civil engineering 

feat. The next problem was water supply. There was, Paul had assured us, a supply in the 

entrance to Q5, some hundred yards away. Going there we discovered that the small trickle 

normally present was no more and we were reduced to man handling blocks of ice of some 3 0  

or 4 0  l bs each back to the campsite where we installed them in black plastic garbage bags to 

melt. Despite these trifles, we were underground next day by 10am, the 'A' team leading. Armed 

with 1 lb of fluorescein our objective was the terminal sump. The 'B' team, armed with survey 

gear, was to survey the 'Valley of the Dolls' series from the foot of 'Big Mother'.  

 

The entrance to Q5 is via one of two ways, either a steep 80ft talus slope onto a snow plug 

leading into the Volcano Room, or a 35ft rope drop to the far side of the same snow plug. The 

entrance chamber, named the Volcano Room, is floored completely with snow/ic e and decorated 

by an impressive 1 5 ft ice column. From the lowest point of the chamber an obscure 2 0 ft climb 

leads to a slot in the roof whence a deep pit leads off immediately. A traverse over this pit to 

the right and a short crawl leads to the edge of 'Deep Mother', a pleasant 200ft drop. From the 

small chamber at the bottom are three leads. One, a low stoopway, goes to the next 30 ft pitch 

on the 'normal route'. Another, a drop on the far side of the chamber, leads to the 'Valley of the 

Dolls', whilst the third, a traverse over the 'Valley of the Dolls' entrance is as yet unexplored.  

 

'A' team rattled on down Deep Mother and the following 30ft pitch which in turn was followed 

by a nasty steeply angled passage for 2 5 ft or so leading to a 1 5 0 ft drop, 'Lee's Leap'. Yet 

another unexplored lead led off to the left here, a walking sized passage at 9 0 ° to the main 

route. However the way on lay down the 1 5 0 ft drop, liberally supplied with small ledges 

heaped with loose rocks (don't linger at the bottom of this bugger Hadfield!). From the bottom a 

narrow rift passage leads to a small but high chamber, the Junction Room. Two leads go off 

from here and following the directions we had received from Pete we followed the continuation 

of the rift traversing high in its roof. After about half an hour of this when I had reached a dead 

end we decided that we had gone wrong and returned to the Junction Room. A quick look at the 

other lead, down a nasty looking drop, convinced us that we had better go back and try the rift 

once more. This time we stuck to the bottom of the rift, and after about an hour's strenuous 

travel gave up. We had reached a spot where a difficult climb up led to an apparently large 

passage but we were unable to pass a squeeze on the climb. In any case we had obviously 

missed the way on, which was essentially 'down'. Our directions in fact were that two further 

70ft pitches were to be encountered before the final passage leading to the sump. By this time 

our enthusiasm had been eroded by both the cold and the rigours of the passage we had just 
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traversed and despite being almost certainly being in virgin cave, it was a somewhat dispirited 

party that turned around and headed out.  

 

The 'B' team, surfacing some three hours after we did, had some good news howeve r; they had 

succeeded in surveying the 'Valley of the Dolls' in its entirety and amassed some 9 5 0 ft of 

surveyed passage. 

 

Next day it was down the hill to rendezvous with Paul and his 4WD at the trailhead and on to 

the only bar in Gold River. The next day's outing was to Quatsino Cave, the presumed 

resurgence of Q5. This is a delightful resurgence cave in clean washed limestone with a series 

of cascades, splash pots and pools in the streamway. A little over 600ft into the entrance was a 

6 0 ft climb into a section only the day before by 'Eric the Spas'. Our team consisted of Paul 

Griffiths, Pete Thompson, Marg Saul, Murray Saul and myself. Whilst Paul and Murray went 

off to explore Pete, Marg and I started surveying. In all we collected 600ft of passage, most of 

it beautifully decorated. The first section headed down dip, away from the main streamway, but 

soon terminated in a beautifully decorated grotto, unfortunately choked by boulders. The second 

section headed steeply up dip dividing after some 2 0 0 ft or so into right and left branches. The 

left hand branch terminated in a flowstone choke after 1 0 0 ft but the right hand passage ended 

in a draughting squeeze, too small for any of us to pass. We exited elated, even the rain and half 

mile of soaking bush which we had to traverse to get to the track didn't seem so bad. Back at 

Paul's place we met Eoin Finn and Jackie Deroo who had just driven up from Vancouver and 

plans were laid for the morrow. 

 

Next day we drove north to Port Hardy and on into the bush via logging roads. By this time 

only Eoin and myself were feeling like any caving so we were dropped off at the entrance to 

Mini Gill with our rope, gear, and a promise that they would all be back in four hours.  The 

entrance was an open rift only some 10 yards from the road and with the rope tied off to a 

substantial tree we were soon at the foot of the 1 1 0 ft entrance pit on a shingle bank by the side 

of a fair sized stream. Upstream we were soon obliged to leave the water and proceed in dry 

passages. Here we discovered a complex of dry sandy bottomed passages with a number of 

'holes in the floor' leading to dismal looking sump like pools. Having exhausted this 

entertainment, which included at one point an unpleasant 1 5 0 ft belly crawl to a stagnant sump, 

we headed downstream; in large passage, mostly occupied by the river. There came of course a 

point where we had to get wet, so Finn, half wet  suited, led the way. It was then that I 

discovered that Finn (about 6 '4" of him) has the tallest knees in the world. 

 

"How deep is it Eoin?" 

 

"Tis only up to me knees" 

 

Thus forewarned I stepped in shortly to find my essentials awash in freezing cold water.  

 

"Funny place you keep your knees Finn!" 

 

Fortunately shallower water followed but only for a little way, and Finn was oblige d to swim 

for the next bit of dry land. I foreswore any acts of daring like this and awaited his return. Our 

exit, made shortly afterwards, was timed exactly right to meet the others who returned for us 

and the evening was spent in Port Hardy.  

 

One final and rather insignificant cave trip was made on the last day. Guided by Karen 

Bischoff, Marg Saul, Murray and myself together with a couple of tourists and their small 

daughter visited Benson River Cave. I found the most pleasant part of the trip to be brows ing on 

the huckleberries as we thrashed our way through the ever pernicious undergrowth, the cave 

itself being short and rather uninteresting, especially as it was flooded to an extent that only 
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made about 1 0 0 ft of it accessible. 

 

Leaving Thompson and the Sauls in Nanaimo next day I set off on the ferry alone only to break 

down on the road into Vancouver. A phone call to Finn brought out the rescue, and I spent, the 

next day fixing the charging fault in the car. It took me a day and a half to drive through B.C. to 

Edmonton, Alberta where I dropped off everyone’s caving gear and at the same time fixed up 

my next caving trip with Ian Drummond. 

 

A weekend intervened when a small group of us went into White Rabbit Creek in the David 

Thompson area off Kootenay Plains to check out a report of some holes seen there. The holes 

were indeed there, but only as frost pockets. A further hole was seen some 150ft up a rock face 

at the top of 4 0 0 ft of talus slope with water pouring from its mouth. Time and equipment 

precluded our attempting to reach it but it must remain an objective for future trips.  

 

Ian rendezvoused with me at the Greyhound station in Calgary some days later and we set off 

for Ptolemy. Our objective was to survey the 'Dyed Streamway' in Gargantua, recently  pushed 

by Tom Burton and Keith Sawatsky. The fact that my Rocky Mountain fitness was returning 

was evidenced by the way in which the by now well-known trail up the Ptolemy benches went 

by. Ian and I climbed from the trailhead on the coal road at 4 ,6 0 0 ft to the cave entrance at 

8 ,3 00 ft in a little over four hours with full packs. The entrance to Gargantua is a fine place to 

bivouac and we were treated to a superb view of the Milky Way and a seemingly endless supply 

of shooting stars. Here too though water was also a problem. We were obliged to go back into 

the cave several hundred feet to an area of drips which we collected by cutting open a plastic 

garbage bag and channelling the collected water into a pot. 

 

Gargantua on a first trip is impressive. The entrance passage soon opens up into the aptly 

named Boggle Alley where light from the lower entrance can be seen. However the way on lies 

down dip, across the alley and down a 5 6 ft pitch. The most notable thing about the next section 

is the 30°to 50° Dipway, so called, reminiscent in many ways of Belgium's, Trou Weron with  

its awkward climbs in the steeply dipping, vadose trench. A short 26ft pitch is the next obstacle 

and a short distance from here one can enter Interprovincial Way. Our streamway though lay 

still further down dip and after a short crawl and a vertical down squeeze we were into it. The 

survey was far from the easiest I've done, each leg averaging about 10ft. Essentially we were in 

a narrow vadose trench that was particularly tortuous but fortunately it lowered to a crawl after 

2 4  stations and the water went into an impossibly small rift, with an equally small although 

draughting dry passage off to the side. The floor of this dry slot was too hard and compacted for 

me to dig in the constricted space available so we retraced our steps and collected another 60 ft 

in a small decorated side passage. Going back to the main passage we went into an inlet which 

we surveyed upstream for 2 0 0 ft to a point where a higher level passage was choked and the 

lower streamway was too tight and nasty. After the working part of the trip had been completed 

I was treated to a tourist trip to the head of the first pitch in the 'Canyon'. This is an impressive 

place which has been only rarely visited. Our exit was via Interp rovincial Way and once again 

we were treated to a beautifully clear night from our porch overlooking Mt Andy Good, Mt 

Coulthard and the Andy Good plateau. 

 

The following weekend found me headed south once again. This time to Bozeman, Montana 

where I rendezvoused with my old friends from the Shining Mountains Grotto. Confirmation 

that I was really back in the States came the next day as we set off on the trail to Mill Creek 

Cave in the Absarokas. The pace set by Eugene Regan was the standard muscle wracking 

Montana four miles per hour, ignoring all gradients and stream crossings. A few hours later I 

was back at Mill Creek Cave which last year I had credited with the British Water Rat's Seal of 

Approval. On this occasion however the water levels were low and after crawling round for an 

hour or so in the entrance series with Mike Beer, checking out possible new leads, the party 

headed off down the 500ft sideways crawl to the second streamway. Here we found the three 
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rope climbs and the other cascades which on my last visit could fairly have been described as 

very sporting but were now almost bone dry. Pausing only to renew the rope on the second 

climb we moved on and climbed across into the Gallery, containing the third streamway.  To our 

surprise the water level in this stream was much nearer to normal levels. This however did not 

tally with the water we had seen coming from the resurgence at the bottom of the cliff by the 

side of the creek. So we had yet another question to add to the ever growing number this sys tem 

was posing. On this occasion we were not sufficient in number (only three of us) to fully 

explore all the known leads so it was decided to pursue a downstream lead that was known to be 

still 'going'. 

 

The draughting lead which I had found on my last visit was to be left for another occasion. The 

downstream lead was bigger and as far as was known involved no crawling in water or tight 

squeezes. Always being one for whom the more gentlemanly aspects of caving appeal, a 

unanimous decision was recorded, and downstream we went. Something of a hiatus occurred 

when our 'guide', the only one of us who had been present at the last trip into this region, 

couldn't find the lead. This led Eugine and I into a prolonged search in a complex area of 

passage and eventually we found ourselves in a narrow clean washed crawl way which 

gradually enlarged to standing sized passage and eventually debouched over a 1 5  ft drop into a 

chamber. At this point I returned alone to the Gallery where I climbed the pitch to retrieve the 

spare rope and pruissiking gear, leaving the others to start surveying. I was soon back at the 

new pitch, and dropped into knee deep water in a 30ft diameter chamber some 50ft high. On a 

gravel bank by the side of the pool I found a flashlight, identified by Eugine as the one dropped 

by Ed Klein the previous year in the streamway in the area where we had first entered the crawl 

way. Walking sized passage left the chamber and led after 50ft to a sharp bend where an inlet 

came in. This passage was hands and knees sized and clean washed with small potholes. I 

followed it for 20ft or so before returning to the main drain. From here I progressed walking 

along the bottom of a high rift until I arrived at the head of a pitch which I estimated (using the 

classic 'chuck a rock' technique) as about 35 ft. The rift continued over the top of the pitch for a 

short way but soon opened out and it was apparent that there was a fair sized chamber or gallery 

beyond. The news elated my companions on my return but didn't make tha t 5 0 0 ft crawl way 

seem any shorter on our way out.  

 

Next day in Bozeman I was filled in about the summer activities in Montana. Silvertip had 

yielded little new except a cave whose entrance is as yet the highest known in the area, however 

it had only been descended a few hundred feet before tackle had run out. Another small 

development in the region had been the location of some resurgences around Una Mountain. 

Only a short distance away, relatively speaking, Kathy's Icebox in Scapegoat has now yielded 

3,400ft over the last two summers and now has three good leads, one trending back towards 

Green Fork Falls. The next trip goes on Columbia Day, October 6 th, and will hopefully reveal 

some good results. 

 

Jim Chester brought a whole new area of country to my att ention as a result of some travelling 

he had been doing recently. He pointed out the Judith Mountains some 12 x 40 miles in area 

with about 2,000ft potential of Carboniferous Limestone. This region has not been looked at 

from a geological point of view but a few resurgences are apparently known. 

 

Further north in Canada Pete Thompson et al. have discovered a few hundred feet of cave in the 

Black Mountain area with definite prospects of more. The ASS seem to be always checking out 

holes in the hills and the coming long weekend is no exception when a trip to Pinto Lake is 

planned with known but unexplored passage.  

 

Soon it will be snowing in the Rockies and the search for caves will slow down, whilst the skis 

will be taken out and bindings checked. The next main item on the agenda is in doubt. So far I 

would list three main objectives for the traditional Christmas/New Year outings: Scapegoat (as 
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ever), Q5, and a new contender, Great X in Wyoming which sounds rather promising from 

reports received so far. Whatever it is we'll let you know of the caverns measureless to man, 

when we have found them. 

 

Calgary 2nd October 1979 

 

 

 

 

 

LIONEL'S HOLE: SQUEEZES, STREAMWAYS AND SUMPS 

 

Alison Moody 

 

Lionel's Hole was dug open by Wessex members in 1970 after only three days work and over 

1 ,5 00 ft of new cave was explored in one month. The cave is basically a three dimensional 

maze - as many of us have discovered. No established vadose streamway was found and 

although over the next eight years several people reported hearing a s tream in the bottom of the 

Labyrinth it could never be found. 

 

The breakthrough was made by the Bracknell District Cave Club on April Fools Day 1978 when 

they dug through a small mud and water filled tube (the First Duck) below the Traverse. This 

led into a sloping chamber and an active streamway but progress both upstream and downstream 

was soon stopped by sumps. The Bracknell blocked off the entrance to the extension, intending 

to return in drier weather but the Mendip digging spirit has a habit of direct ing the interest of 

different individuals into the same area at the same time and on the 18th April Andy Sparrow 

and several other BEC members rediscovered the First Duck and the streamway. Under the drier 

conditions the downstream sump had become a duck (the Second Duck) however it was not 

pushed due to a lack of neoprene among the party. Returning the following day Andy passed the 

Second Duck and followed a tight streamway for 75 ft to a cross rift. 

 

Exploration fever struck and on 22nd April small cavers  from the BEC and the Wessex joined 

forces for a combined push. At the previous limit of exploration the Wessex (Pete and I and 

Dave Walker) disappeared in all directions much to the consternation of Andy who, with a 

plaintive cry of "stop exploring my cave!" attempted to follow three different people going in 

three different directions simultaneously. Much to our surprise a tight rift passage with an 

extremely nasty upward squeeze (the Horrifice) actually went, leading into a dry high level 

series of passages. To the east a large rift twenty five feet high and five feet wide led up into 

boulders while to the west a descending phreatic passage went to a steeply sloping chamber 

where, at the lowest point, a small stream rose from a gravel choke and flowed dir ectly into a 

sump pool. 

 

Steady progress was made over the next few months. Suicide Rift was discovered by Andy after 

a hairy climb up between some hanging deaths. This is a very impressive rift passage complete 

with organic stalactites at its upper end. On April 30th Martin Bishop, after finding himself 

incompatible with the Horrifice, pioneered an alternative route - Bishop's Bypass. Most effort 

was centred on the terminal sump and this was finally pushed by Dave Yeandale fifteen feet to 

an air bell beyond which the sump continued as a tight vertical rift. Pete and I had a short dig at 

the end of the lower streamway and managed to push it for one hundred feet to a choked duck 

and on two trips in the summer succeeded in linking a steeply ascending passage i mmediately 

before the Second Duck to the eastern rift found from the Horrifice. This provides a very 

welcome bypass to the often very aqueous duck. Finally in October, after a long period without 

rain, the upstream sump dried out and was passed to the chamber below the Labyrinth, giving a 

second route into the extensions.
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Prospects for further progress are not very good. We had hoped to find a third, high level, route 

into the new extensions avoiding the First Duck. In the extension a boulder ruckle ca n be 

penetrated for about forty feet back towards the old cave but the boulders become solidly 

packed and only a big digging project would open the way through. It might be possible to push 

the lower streamway in dry weather but the passage is very small and floods tend to refill 

previously excavated passage with cobbles. Perhaps the best bet is in the final chamber - a very 

muddy inlet takes an excellent draught but becomes too tight after ten feet. However, running 

parallel to the passage is a choked rift  of comfortable dimensions. It can be easily dug and 

should provide the way on. So far the extensions have yielded eight hundred feet of new 

passage and there is all the Burrington Master Cave to go. Good luck.  

 

Survey Notes:- 

 

The basic line survey (this Jour, pp 183-184) was completed in two trips using a Suunto clino 

and compass read to the nearest degree, and a Fibron tape read to the nearest ten centimetres.  

Passage detail was drawn in on a third trip, A closure was obtained from the Lower Streamway 

and Bishop's Bypass and the Duck Bypass route; the error was 1.4% on a traverse of 277ft. For 

clarity the plan has been drawn in two parts, the lower streamway and the high level rifts.  

 

Reference:- 

 

W.I. Stanton Lionel's Hole: Survey Notes and Other Trifles 

 WCC Jour. 132 pp 160—16 3  December 1970 
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DALES DIARY: AN EVERYDAY SAGA OP THE WESSEX 

IN THE NORTH 

by Dropapot 

 

September 29th. A sunny Saturday morning saw the Wessex in force on Leck Fell after 

breakfast in Bernies. The party consisted of Steve and Paul ine Gough, Chris Milne, Rich 

Websell and Keith Sanderson with guests John Selby (WSG) and Trevor Faulkner (SWETCCC). 

The venue was Notts Pot and on Trevor's recommendation we were doing the B.T. Route.  

 

The entrance to Notts Pot is easily free climbable and not too hard to find. This leads to a short 

stream passage and short pitch to 3-Ways Chamber. The B.T. Route is the right hand passage 

from here with a low crawl over a blind pot and ending in a 5 0 ft pitch with a bolt belay. The 

passage at the bottom became progressively harder as we were forced to traverse. A final bend 

then led to a 20ft pitch, again with a bolt belay. A short pitch and then a fine 50 footer led us to 

the convergence of the other routes.  

 

We were now out of the B.T. Route and had some idea of what the initials stood for. The party 

went through the duck with Trev keeping remarkably dry in a nylon, expedition suit. The 

streamway then led to the fifth pitch which we laddered dry on a high stal belay. Below this we 

had no trouble on the 6 0 ft pitch and enjoyed a wet sporty climb. At the bottom of the shaft you 

can traverse up to the inlet sump from Ireby. A climb down in the stream is the final pitch 

which just ends in a sump pool. Rich climbed this on slings, but if we had had a ladder it wou ld 

be easy to belay it to the previous one.  

 

We had bottomed in good time but our exit was not without incident. The B.T. Route is quite 

arduous for carrying tackle, and Rich spent an entertaining half hour at the top of the 20ft pitch 

smashing up a jammed krab and dropping tackle. I would advise people to use steel krabs for 

attaching ladders, unless you carry a handy hacksaw! In front Trev, Keith and Pauline explored 

some side passages around the blind pot area which do not appear on the survey. Trev and Keith 

also explored some passage above the first pitch of the Left Hand Route. We all agreed that this 

was an excellent trip in a cave which offers so much scope for good trips by way of variety of 

passage and the possibility of exchanges. A worthwile booking for next year. 

 

September 30th. Well after all that the day before you would expect the Wessex to fester, but 

we didn't! Leck Fell saw us again in force with a different team of Chris Milne, Rich Websell, 

Steve Gough, Al Keen, Brian Schofield (Scoff) and John Selby. This time Rumbling Hole was 

graced with our presence. 

 

The entrance, a superb open shaft with a stream cascading down one end from Rumbling Beck 

Cave, was roped with two lengths of Bluewater from the tree belay. The party descended 

sporadically and got on with laddering the lower pitches. Rich and Chris pushed on down but 

were held up by lack of tackle - a minor hindrance. Tackle however did filter through attached 

to Al and John. Scoff and Steve had returned to the surface. The final 55ft wet pitch was 

efficiently tackled and enjoyed by all. Our exit was without incident.  

 

This kind of strategy, roping long pitches and laddering the short ones, saved time and effort. 

The party can then negotiate long pitches individually without the need for a lifeliner, however 

the party needs to be staggered to avoid hold-ups. And so ended a good weekend with Leck Fell 

well blitzed as other parties from the Wessex had also visited Short Drop, Rumbling Beck and 

Eyeholes! 
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October 27th. Leck Fell yet again! This time for Gavel Pot with the party Steve and Pauline 

Gough, Al Mills, Trevor Faulkner, Rich Websell and Mr X from the BEC (who?!!). We 

descended the huge entrance shakehole and Mr X went off to do something solo. 

 

The way down through the NPC dig was easily although cautiously negotiated and the way to 

the lower stream pitches found. The first wet pitch was laddered direct (through the water) and 

Rich descended with the famous last words "this will be dry after a few feet". Well it wasn't and 

he nearly drowned vertical. Steve descended next and the rope was tied off to stop anyone else 

drowning themselves! Rich then went down the final pitch, also a little moist, and bottomed the 

pot which just ends in a huge flooded shaft.  

 

On the way out we followed Trev into Glasfurd's Passage, a very impressive fossil series with 

Gothic formations. We also met the NPC who were banging at the end of Glasfurd's. In the 

entrance shakehole we tried to get into Short Drop Cave but couldn't negotiate the traverse. We 

then had a look at the entrance to Big Meanie and Death's Head Hole. The entrance to Big 

Meanie looks very tight and would give a nasty rub for any rope put down it. Death's Head is a 

terrifying site - a huge bottomless, wall-less, gaping hole; perhaps we'll do it another day. 

 

October 28th. Marble Steps Pot was descended with much delay and hesitancy with Mr and Mrs 

S. Gough, Scoff and Rich Websell. Mr X from the BEC went walkies. We roped the entrance 

and went down Stink Pot where Scoff and Pauline mutinied leaving our two resident hero Rich 

and Steve to tackle the Intestines Route. The Intestines is quite difficult and the small eyehole 

near the beginning needs a ladder although this is not mentioned in Northern Caves.  

 

They arrived at the bottom of the 9 0 ft by a devious route from the Intestines and then went 

down the final 35ft pitch where enthusiasm expired and they returned to the others. An 

entertaining time was had by all getting up the entrance pitch, we will ladder it another time!  

 

Another weekend in the Dales was over. Who's interested in the next? Everybody is welcome; 

come alone and join the cast of Dales Diary.  

 

To be continued….. 

 

 

 

FRIDAY NIGHT TRIPS FOR 1980 

 

Details from B.E. Prewer, East View, West Horrington nr. Wells, Somerset. Tel. Wells 737 57. 

All trips except Wales meet at 19.30 

 

Jan 4th Manor Farm Swallet July 4th Singing River Mine 

Jan 18th Cuckoo Cleeves July 18th Cow Hole 

Feb 1st Lamb Leer Aug 1st Twning's Barrows Cave 

Feb; 15th Tyning's Barrows Cave Aug 1 5 th Swildon's (Round Trip) 

Feb 29th Swildon's (Black Hole) Aug 29th Pinetree Pot 

Mar 14th Fairy Cave Quarry Sept 12th South Wales 

Mar 28th South Wales Sept 26th Thrupe Lane Swallet 

Apr 11th Reservoir Hole Oct 10th Eastwater Cavern 

Apr 2 5 th St Cuthbert's Swallet Oct 24th St Cuthbert's Swallet 

May 9th Stone Mines Nov 7th Rod's Pot/Read's Cavern 

May 23rd G.B. (Great Chamber) Nov 21st G.B. Cave 

June 6 th Longwood Swallet Dec 5 th Longwood Swallet 

June 2 0 th Burrington (barbeque and candles) 
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BROWNES' HOLE 

 

Pete Moody 

 

Brownes' Hole on Eastern Mendip, situated on the eastern side of the Stoke Lane valley and 

some 150m downvalley from the slocker, was discovered by Pat Browne, his father and their 

friends in 1947. Three months work saw them reach Pulpet Chamber and Pat discovered the 

start of the Upstream Series, by way of the Upstream Rift, exploring as far as the start of the 

Condemned Cell. Excavations continued in the Entrance Series, purely as an archaeological 

undertaking. A quarry railway was installed to facilitate the removal of spoil and the floor of 

the entrance passage was considerably lowered in the search for bones.  

 

Pat Browne was killed in a climbing accident in 1951 but his parents continued the work in the 

cave with assistance from Alfie Collins, John Binder, Dave Mitchell and othe rs. In 1953 

Coronation Chamber was found by smashing through the false flooring in South Passage and 

the following year a shaft was sunk into the chamber to help the clearance of spoil from the 

further reaches of the cave. In 1955 attention was centred around the Forge and in May Sink 

Passage was opened up. Although the site showed initial promise three months labour proved 

fruitless and attention was redirected to the Upstream Series. The very tight squeeze into the 

First Chamber had to be removed and then the drainpipes dug open to allow tubs of spoil to be 

hauled through from further on. This time the work was rewarded and towards the end of the 

year the Parade was discovered and in 19 5 6  saw the breakthroughs into the rest of the 

Upstream Series. No further significant lengths of passage have been found in Brownes'  Hole 

although the MCG did extend the nearby Annexe in 1961. Dave Mitchell continued digging at 

Brownes' in the 1960's and removed a considerable amount of spoil from the cave in his search 

for bones. 

 

In 1964 Rich Witcombe, Keith Barber and others completed the survey of the chamber complex 

but did not attempt to survey the Upstream Series, that part of the cave was covered by Alison 

and me in two trips in 1978. On the first trip, with Dave Walker, we surveyed from the First 

Drainpipe to the Third Duck, using a Fibron tape and hand held Suunto compass and 

clinometer. Beyond the Second Duck we found surveying almost impossible, nothing could be 

kept clean and in some places the tightness of the passage made it extremely difficult to site 

with the Suunto equipment. On the second trip we surveyed the Parade with Rich Websell and 

then went on to resurvey from the Second Duck using a Fibron tape and Suunto diving compass. 

Slopes (of which there are few) were estimated. This technique, described by Faulkner (1 ), 

made surveying feasible but we can claim no more than BCRA Grade 3 for the accuracy.  

 

Prospects of further extensions being made are poor. The rift beyond the upstream bedding 

chamber is very narrow and there can be few, if any, cavers who would be prepared to regularly 

push upstream Brownes'. After times of exceptional rain water thought to come from Hunting 

Lodge Slocker has been seen to issue from the entrance, but usually no running water is se en 

within the cave. Examination of the formations in the upstream bedding chamber indicates that 

no water ever flows through that part of the cave. It would appear therefore that the water must 

well up from a buried streamway, perhaps in the area of the Second Duck. When the Second 

Drainpipe was being dug deeper it was found that the rift extended downwards for over 4m and 

that the lower part was filled with gravels and not mud. This low level streamway is believed to 

pass under the floor of the valley and connect with Stoke Lane Slocker. A similar high level 

route, now bisected by the valley, has been postulated to exist but digging by the MCG (1 9 6 3 ) 

and the Wessex (1978) on the valley's west side has failed to reveal any cave.  
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Anyone visiting the far reaches of upstream Brownes' can be guaranteed a sporting trip. The 

drainpipes - hands and knees crawls in mud and water up to a metre deep - are a good 

preliminary to the ducks which are usually real 'wet ear' affairs. The crux of the trip is the 

Second Duck. It has to be approached headfirst down a two metre drop; it's tight and it’s long 

and having entered it headfirst chickening out is nearly as difficult as continuing. If one 

attempts the duck feet first one finds that the passage is hardly large enou gh to roll over in let 

alone turn round and one is forced to back up the ascending tube for fifteen metres on the 

upstream side. 

 

There is a sense of remoteness on the far side of the duck usually associated with the distant 

parts of major systems and with little to indicate even the passage of other cavers you could 

almost believe you were in virgin cave. The route for a while is easier, there is less mud, the 

passage is larger and it may all seem a bit of a doddle. Duck Three then confronts you. Another 

headfirst downhill job and three metres further on, just to add to the interest, the passage 

changes level and one must manoeuvre through an eyehole two metres above the approach 

passage and in a cross rift less than half a metre wide. Once through all ther e remains to see is 

the well decorated bedding chamber and the terminal rift. Except that is for the very small and 

extremely tight side passage with a right angled bend which leads, so Alison tells me, into a 

fine chamber with some impressive calcite flows. 

 

For those tempted to try the trip a few warnings; in winter the series is often closed by the 

sumping of the first two ducks - do not try and free dive them. When Alfie Collins and John 

Binder were digging the Second Drainpipe in the 50's they nearly b lacked out from a high 

concentration of carbon dioxide. The air has always been fresh on my visits to the cave but the 

danger may still exist at particular times of the year. Finally, Brownes' Hole was named after its 

discovers Pat and Les Browne, but it could easily have been called Browns Hole to describe the 

state of cavers when they emerge from the Upstream Series, so if you drive to the cave don't 

have the lambs wool seat covers in the car! 

 

I would like to thank Alfie Collins and Rich Witcombe for their help. Alfie provided the 

nomenclature for the survey and told me much of the early history of the cave and Rich kindly 

lent me the late Dave Mitchell's caving diaries which contain a wealth of information about the 

digging in Brownes'. 
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CONFIRMED YORKSHIRE MEETS FOR 1980 

 

For details contact Jeff Price (address inside front cover)  

 

Sat Feb 1 6 th Dale Head Pot June 21/22 Lancaster Hole/ County Pot weekend 

Sat March 1 5 th Lost Johns Sat Nov 1 5 th Rumbling Hole 

Sat April 19th Pippikin Pot  

 

More meets to follow when bookings are confirmed. 
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LOW PASSAGES IN NOTTS POT 

Trevor Faulkner 

 

As well as being a fine and memorable trip to the bottom via the B.T. Route, the Wessex visit to 

Notts Pot on 29th September 1979 also explored some crawl passages not shown on the 1967 

ULSA survey. 

 

The way out of Three Ways Chamber into the B.T. Route is a low crawl, passing to the left of 

the Blind Pit, which after about 45ft turns left and enlarges to hands and knees size. On our 

return it was seen that this passage, carrying a stream and emitting the sound of a waterfall, 

continued straight ahead. This led to a junction, right being a passage leading again to the top 

of the Blind Pit. Straight on the sound of falling water grew louder until a short and absolutely 

flat-out crawl emerged onto a ledge back in Three Ways chamber at a point adjacent to the 2 0 ft 

ladder pitch and the waterfall entering the chamber.   

 

This sketch shows how this route fits into the 

previously surveyed passages. As this crawl is 

only about as half as long as the usual one and 

generally bigger, it provides an easier way to 

transport tackle through the cave. 

 

 

 

 

From Paul Hadfield in Canada comes the news of Gary Pilkington’s death in a climbing 

accident on the north face of Mt Edith Cavell - a major ascent in the Rockies. For many years 

Gary, a former Wessex member, had been involved in climbing activities in the Rockies and his 

name appears on several first ascents. His ashes were scattered over the Pipestone Pass.  

 

 

REVIEW 

Jamaica Underground by A.G. Fincham & Pub. Geological Soc. of Jamaica 

 

This guide compiled by an active member of the Jamaica Caving Club (and Wessex member) 

describes and classifies the known caves and associated Karst features of Jamaica. The first 

pages of the guide are taken up with a short history of caving in Jamaica, an introduction to the 

geology of the island and a short description of the register and its sources of data. A selected 

bibliography that should satisfy most needs is also included.  

 

The bulk of the book is a well researched section detailing and describing the caves and 

associated sites under three main headings which depend upon the reliability of information 

concerning the site. The descriptions are short but adequate although the surveys provided at 

the back are very necessary for the more complex caves. The Liverpool expedition in 1977 

found the guide especially useful to give one an idea of the type of cave to be expected in an 

area. Many of the sites have not been fully investigated and the new caver to Jamaica can find 

plenty of entries to undescended shafts and unexplored caves. At the back of the guide are fifty 

pages containing nearly one hundred and fifty surveys of different caves - many of these are of 

little interest but surveys of all the large caves are included. A map near the front of the book 

shows the location of the major cave systems and there is a note on the available topographic 

and geological maps of the island. 

 

This is a well laid out guide to the available information concerning cave exploration in 

Jamaica up to July 1977 and is a must for any caver contemplating visiting the island.  

M.R. 
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1. SUBJECT INDEX 

 

Address list WCC members - at July 1976 following p. 72 Jour. 165 

 - corrections at November 1976 pp. 93-94 

 - corrections at September 1977 pp. 181-184 

Agen Allwedd – The 8 Year Itch 1: Survey Work 1965 – 1975 pp. 41-44 

 2: Closing the Surface Traverses pp. 53-58 

 by P.R. Cousins 

AGM Handbook – 1977 - Pub. seperately Oct. 1977 

   (except Auditor’s report p. 165) 

AGM Minutes – 1976      pp. 107-112 

Apatheum Club – Unpleasantness at by J.R. Letheren   p. 87 

Axbridge Caving Group      p. 70 

Blackmoor Flood Swallet – Dig and Deposits at – by W.I. Stanton  pp. 101-106 

Cave Surveys - Price List 1976-1977   pp. 97-100 

 - See also separate index 

Caving Log - Extracts from the Upper Pitts Log 

 pp. 2, 9, 15, 90, 155-158, 175-178 

Club Headquarters – Upper Pitts Progress – by P.G. Hendy   p. 151 

Club Library – Rules and Publications – by C.W. Davies   pp. 136-144 

Club Membership – Is it worth it? - by Black Wal    p. 20 

 - Yes it is - byB.A. Gay    p. 52 

Club News  - pp. 1, 19, 49-50, 73, 91-93, 118, 145-147, 159-162 

Club Officers and Committee       pp. 94-95 

Club Rules  - WCC Rules Oct. 1976  pp. 113-115 

  - WCC Rules Nov. 1977  pp. 178-180 

Charterhouse Warren Farm Swallet – Aurochs from – by R.F. Everton pp. 10-11 

  - In the Bronze Age – by R.A. Chappell pp. 59-62 

Diving – Early Diving: G. Balcombe (Illustration)  p. 117 

DUBAI – Caves in Stop Press (BMCG HTC&F!)  p. 163 

Equipment Information (NCA) - Feb 1977    p. 132 

  - April 1977    p. 147 

  - October 1977    p. 168 

Equipment Notes  - by P.L. Hadfield   p. 154, 167 

Fungi – A Mushroom with a View - by Coprinus radians   p. 165 

IRELAND – Recent developments in Irish Caving – by D. Drew and J. Philips pp. 81-82 

Mendip Notes  - by Wimblestone  pp. 21-22, 51-52, 74, 96, 119, 163 

Mendip Rescue Organisation - Report 75/76 – by J.D. Hanwell pp. 45-48 

  - Report 76/77 – by J.D. Hanwell pp. 128-130 

Mountain Training – Extract from the Hunt Report on    pp. 16-18 

News from other Regions       p. 164 

Northern Cave Access 1976 – compiled by CNCC    pp. 87-89 

Otter Hole – Flooding Risks - by P.L. Hadfield   p. 153 

 - Tidal Data - compiled by R.R. Kenney  p. 86 

Rope – Bluewater Rope and rope care      pp. 170-171 

 - Used in the Cueva de Leordes, Spain – by G.R. Borwick  p. 65 

 - Polyester ropes for SRT – by E.G. Hawkins    pp. 66-68 

 - Energy Absorbtion of Marlow 16 plait polyester rope – by A.E. Wills pp. 68-70 

Rift Pot, a near miss (SRT) - by P.L. Hadfield   p. 151 
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Sea Caves of Sand Point, Weston-super-Mare by J. Aylott   pp. 166-167 

SRT- Casualty Recovery 1 & 2  - by Mendip Mushroom 

   pp. 148-150, 171 respectively 

Songs: Figures Various - by Fists of Fury     p. 174 

 For Exponents of SRT - by Fists of Fury   p. 153 

SPAIN – Anialarra - by P.L. Hadfield   pp. 120-124 

 - Further Explorations around Fuente De, Picos de Europa 

  - by P.G. Hendy    pp. 3-9 

 - In and Around the Rio Cares, Picos de Europa 

  - by J.D. Hanwell   pp. 23-24 

Stoke Lane Slocker – Radiolocation of IV and VI avens 

  - by A.D. Mills    pp. 83-85 

 - Recent work in – by A.D. Mills    p. 152 

Swildon’s Hole – Memories Evoked by the Pictorial History of 

  - by C.H.D. Cullingford  pp. 35-40 

 - Theories of the High Priests of 

  - by P. Moody    pp. 74-80 

Thrupe Lane Swallet – Close your eyes and you are almost there 

  - by S. Mead-King   pp. 63-64 

Waldegrave Swallet  - by G. Balcombe   pp. 125-127 

Waldegrave Swallet – 30 Years on - by P.G. Hendy    pp. 169-170 
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