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EDITORIAL 
 

I feel that I must apologise to Journal readers for the lateness of this issue, this time caused by an Audsley domestic upheaval. I 

have recently changed jobs and we are at present in the middle of what has turned out to be a rather protracted attempt to move to 

Somerset. Because of this, I have informed the Committee that I do not feel capable of doing justice to the position of Editor for 

the next few months. 

 

Phil Hendy and Paul Hadfield have very kindly agreed to take on the Editorship on a joint basis for the next two issues. They have 

taken on this task at very short notice and they will need all the help and support that YOU can give them - material for the 

Journal would, of course, be most welcome. With this in mind, I recall that recently I was browsing, as is sometimes my wont,  

through the pages of an astronomical journal where I came across an article with the following title:- 

 

“On lowering a rope into a Black Hole”. 

 

It would seem to be an appropriate title for a caving article, perhaps some kind soul could append an article and send it to Phil or 

Paul. 

 

John Cornwell unearthed a set of old lantern slides some little time ago and as three of the set were of particular interest, he made 

copies of them for me. Two are of the early dig at Waldegrave Swallet and Graham Balcombe has kindly given permission for his 

original article on that site to be reprinted. The third (frontispiece) is an early diving photograph of, I think, Graham Balcombe. It 

is an interesting photograph, which I do not believe has been published before. It will have to stand on its own for I cannot find 

any more information about it. 

 

CLUB NEWS 
 

Singing River Mine 

Following prolonged negotiations by CSCC. this mine is now open again. In addition to the Wessex, keys are held by CSS, BEC, 

SMSS and MCG. The Club’s key may be obtained through the usual channels, on leaving a £1 deposit. Please park on Shipham 

Green, but change by the entrance - to avoid upsetting the locals. 

 

International Speleological Conference 

The conference proper will be held at Sheffield University between September 10th and 17th. There will be caving camps, 

including Mendip, the week before and the week after the conference. A local committee, headed by Dave Irwin, is handling 

arrangements for the Mendip camps, though volunteers are needed to help with signposting, leading visitors down caves, and 

generally helping to make things run smoothly. Please contact Dave at Townsend Cottage, Priddy (Tel. Priddy 369). 

 

Overcrowding 

Since the measures described in the last Journal were put into effect, the overcrowding of the HQ by guests has ceased. Usage by 

members seems to be on the increase. 

 

Tape 

The Sales Officer has a supply of nylon tape, suitable for cell belts or harnesses. 

 

New Members 

We welcome the following new members, elected at the March Committee Meeting:- 

 

Nigel Malcolm Hewitt 21 Kingsclere Crescent, Dorchester, Dorset. 

Paul Stephen Medlock 3 Chydyck Road, Chaldon Herring, Dorchester, Dorset. 

Kevin Pigott 31 Paynesdown Road, Thatcham, Berks. 

Colin Ray Wickenden 5 Rachels Way, Chesham, Bucks. 

 

FRIDAY NIGHT CLUB 
 

All meets at 7.30 p.m. except those to Wales. 

Further details from R.R.Kenney, ‘Yennek’. St.Marys Road, Meare, Glastonbury, Somerset BA6 9SS. Meare Heath 296. 

 

August 5th Eastwater October 14th Hunters/Thrupe 

August 19th Lamb Leer October 28th Swildons 

September 2nd Coral Cave November 12th Wales 

September 16th Manor Farm November 25th Cuthberts 

September 30th GB December 9th Longwood 

 

Paul Hadfield is organising regular trips to Yorkshire, and he would be pleased to hear from anyone interested. 
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MENDIP NOTES 
 

By Wimblestone 

 

New Top Ten Entrant 

 

With over 4000’ of passage now explored, Tynings Barrows Swallet represents Mendip’s biggest swallet cave discovery since St. 

Cuthbert’s, 24 years ago. Although it boasts no spectacular pitches or outstanding formations, it does offer a wide variety of 

passage forms, not to mention mud slides, loose boulders, razor rock and names to make you ponder - Aardvark Trap, Crazy 

Horse Passage, A Day! The terminal choke at a depth of 433’ has already been attacked by pick and shovel, but the passage soon 

degenerates to a constricted slot and chemical persuasion will be required to pursue it any further. With Cheddar Risings lying 

over 300’ below, the prospects must be good. 

 

Win Some, Lose Some 

 

The Cerberus have temporarily forsaken their Eastern Mendip pastures in favour of the high plateau where the club has succeeded 

in re-opening collapse-prone Cow Hole. This is a good example of that strange breed, the doline caves, all of which lie well away 

from the shale/limestone boundary and peter out at the 200’ Decp mark. Two other similar sites, Rower Pot and Hollowfield 

Swallet, have recently been filled in by a farmer reclaiming gruffy ground at the back of Priddy. The landowner was prepared to 

allow continued access to these caves, but sadly, the caving community could not raise the money to buy the concrete pipes 

needed to bring the entrances up to the new field level. In the hope of preventing any further losses of this nature, the Council of 

Southern Caving Clubs is proposing to set up a “Cave Entrance Rescue Fund” - all donations welcomed. 

 

In Search Of Fossil Passage 

 

Swildon’s enthusiasts continue to probe the cave’s outer perimeter and Portsmouth Polytechnic cavers have been rewarded with 

150’ of new passage above Fault Chamber. It is reached by a tricky 70’ climb and takes the form of an up-and-down dipping 

phreatic tube. It seems to be part of the earliest development of Swildon’s, but unfortunately the present terminal choke is proving 

a very awkward digging proposition. Meanwhile, Wessex cavers have renewed the assault on the Sidcot Dig at the upstream end 

of the ancient “first cave” and report that at long last the roof of this solidly choked U-tube is beginning to rise. This could herald 

a breakthrough into roomy passage leading up to a long vanished swallet some 250’ above. 

 

Which To Buy? 

 

Cavers will shortly be offered a choice of guide to Mendip’s subterranean scene. Are the two guides to be rivals? Well, Irwin and 

Knibbs offer you major Mendip caves, Quantock caves and Bath stone mines. Stanton and Barrington will offer you all Mendip 

caves, digs, swallets and resurgences. The answer is obvious - any self- respecting Mendip caver must forego a few pints and buy 

both. Who knows, we may one day see a combined edition. 

 

Long Lost Brother 

 

In an expensive new tome entitled “Mendip - A New Study”, D. Ingle Smith sheds new light on the early history of Mendip 

caving. Much of the pioneer work was carried out by one Henry Balch! 

 

 

 

 

HELP REQUIRED ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE RIVER (AVON NOT SEVERN!) 
 

Anybody who would like to do some surface digging at an interesting swallet site in the Alveston area on the north side of Bristol, 

is asked to contact Alan Clarke, 8 Cogsall Road, Stockwood, Bristol, Tel. Whitchurch 837298. The site is easily approached via 

M32 or A38, and has the advantage of being already fenced off and close to the road. Two or three preliminary visits are 

envisaged. Initially, the removal of a few cubic yards of decayed leaves and soft earth should reveal the layout of the surrounding 

waterworn rock faces. It it not possible to say whether this dig will be of the long and fruitless or short and fruitless variety, but 

whichever it is, we shall be in good company! As remarked by Tony Dingle, “the site would have been looked at years ago if it 

was on Mendip.” 
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ANIALARRA 
Paul Hadfield 

 

Two days after Priddy Fair Ian and I, after a few navigational problems in Dorset, were climbing up a dirt track outside St. 

Engrace. Suffice it to say that this was yet another manifestation of an immutable law we unearthed which stated briefly says that, 

“the open hotel and campsite which you are seeking at 11.00 p.m. will be found between 3 and 5 Km beyond the point at which 

you finally decide to bivouac on the roadside”. 

 

The following day, however, we found the right track and rendezvoused with Phil Winkler of the NSS Euro Region, who lifted 

our packs in his V.W. up to a spot some 200m from the EDF hut. Cresting the final rise to the hut we were greeted by the BEC ‘B’ 

choir giving voice to the strains of “The Wessex Cave Club”. Later that day we visited La Salle de la Verna, in the Pierre St. 

Martin, accompanied by Hal Lloyd, another of the American contingent. A first visit to this place gave rise to a great deal of 

wonderment and philosophical comment (‘s big ‘innit!). It’s certainly an impressive place. On the way out we had a look at the 

entrance series of Arphidia, it would certainly be nice if the Pierre were to be connected to it. The next morning Ian and I set off, 

intending to visit the campsite at the Tunneau du Vent, but managed to get very successfully lost in the vastness of the Salle 

Chevalier. No-one told us that we would have to get our feet wet. In the course of this exercise, we succeeded in proving that both 

walls of the Salle Chevalier could be climbed to the roof in several places, despite a lot of lighting problems. Ian took a number of 

photographs on this trip, as did I, but, unfortunately, they were not all equally successful. The following morning, the Americans, 

Germans and BEC made their last carry from the EDF down to the valley and Ian and I first met Jean Francois Pernette, the 

International Secretary for ARSIP, and his brother Michel. 

 

The afternoon found us ensconced in the bar at Lique, where the team, less the Germans and some Americans, were staying at the 

campsite. An unexpected meeting was with Colin and Angie Dooley and Barry Wilton and Brenda en tour on bikes. In the 

evening we all ate a rather disappointing meal in the hotel, during the course of which the challenge to a drinking competition 

emerged. It would appear, from the evidence of the following morning that a very undermanned Wessex ‘B’ team had performed 

very creditably. Take, for instance, the unbelievable expression of ARSIP’s international secretary, when presented with a plate of 

cold corned beef and picallili at 6 a.m., or, on the other hand, the sight of a somewhat dishevelled Angie carrying a suspiciously 

soggy bundle towards the ablutions and confessing that Dooley had performed yet again with one of his infamous honks around 

the interior of their tent. Less prominent, but equally damning, was the discovery of a soft hump in the ground near the site of the 

Wilton tent (buried honk). The Wilton-Jones and Dukes contingent were observed not to stir until very late and only then with 

numerous complaints of sore brain compartments. Doubt was expressed about Michel for some hours, until, about midday, an 

eyelid twitched and he returned in some degree to the land of the living; the sole remaining American revived at about the same 

time. 

 

Having broken camp, Ian and I journeyed in convoy with Jean-Francois and Michel round to the Arette Pierre St. Martin where 

we left the metalled road and took a dirt/rubble track up to the Pescamou, a high, level, grass-floored meadow in the lapiaz, used 

as a base for three ski-lifts during the winter months. The BEC were supposed to go up on the lapiaz to drop SC 104, but were put 

off by the mist and rain, deciding that as it was the last day of their holiday, they would spend it in a more comfortable fashion. 

 

Ian and I made up large packs of tents and equipment and set off into the cloud and heavy rain, clutching a map sketched for us by 

Jean-Francois on the back of a used sandwich bag. (Shades of Cueva de la canal del Embudo 1974 survey). Our objective was the 

camp of some Spanish speleos on the slopes of Anialarra, where had been discovered the entrance to what is thought to be the St. 

George’s system. We were able to illustrate the Wessex ability to cross difficult terrain in poor visibility and foul weather 

conditions by mistaking north for south at the first point where we had a major change of direction. Unfortunately, on the map we 

had, Anialarra was positioned in the top left hand corner and it was not until one hour had passed and we had dropped out of the 

clouds sufficiently to locate outselves, that we discovered that we were an estimated half inch off the left hand edge of the map. 

Two hours later we were well back on the route when we lost the yellow route markers and decided to cut across the lapiaz - this 

was a mistake. With 60lb packs and having already travelled several miles in appalling weather over rough terrain such a crossing 

was a major undertaking. Suffice it to say that we eventually arrived at the camp, feeling, for my part at least, like a worn out 

dishcloth. 

 

The Spanish cavers, on first acquaintance, looked more like a group of bandits than anything else. They all carried fearsome 

looking knives and when we first entered the frame tent, used as a mess, they were variously engaged sharpening them, picking 

their teeth with them, cutting bread with them, practising throwing them or merely brandishing them. This latter act was 

characteristic, and holding a conversation with one of them tended to be a nerve racking experience. Having put up our tent and 

cached our equipment in it we set off down the mountain in fast fading light and it was dark when we returned to the Pescamou, 

where a comfortable and much needed bivouac was had that night in one of the huts used for the ski lift. 

 

The next day another heavy carry was made up to the camp on the plateau where we were told of the result of the latest 

exploration in the cave. A low crawl in water had led to the top of a boulder slope in an enormous chamber, described as being as 

big as the ‘Pierre’. The weather this day was typical, being wet and cold during the morning with clouds draping the hills in the 

afternoon. Unfortunately heavy rain was washing away the frozen snow which was the only water supply on the plateau and the 

Spanish were planning on one final trip into the system to remove their gear, weather permitting. A pleasant walk with empty 

packs in the early evening took us back to the Pescamou, from whence we travelled “en voiture” to a rather good restaurant in 

Lanne for an excellent meal. Returning later in the evening we met Jean-Francois, Michel and girlfriend Monique, just back from 

Spain.
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Ian Jepson crossing the Lapiaz back to the Pescamou 

(Paul Hadfield) 

 

 

 

            Paul Hadfield at the entrance to Anialarra 

               (Ian Jepson) 
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Yet another carry to the plateau followed the next morning and we arrived just as the weather broke into heavy rain. Jean-

Francois, Michel and Monique had preceded us and they, together with the Spaniards, packed loads down to the Pescamou in 

steadily deteriorating weather conditions. Later in the day the weather cleared and when the Spanish returned we enjoyed 

beautiful views of the mountains protruding through a sea of cloud. We also examined a survey, made last year of the fossil 

system of the entrance series when it was first entered. This year a dam had been built at the bottom of the 5th pitch and the 

surface stream diverted down the fossil system, making the active system accessible. We were given a rough description of the 

entrance series, “straight down for 450m”. 

 

In the evening I strolled up to the foot of the final slopes of Anialarra, where, in a secluded alpine meadow I found two promising 

potholes, with water gurgling away at the bottom. The evening was fine and the weather promised well for the morrow. 

 

A fine morning and a good weather forecast preceded our descent of the cave on the 27th August. All told a total of 24 pitches led 

down to 450m. Many were constricted and, we judged, of tectonic origin. The horizontal distance between pitches was negligible, 

in most cases it consisted simply of arriving at a stance - often just bridging across a rift where the rope was re belayed and 

transferring onto the rope below. On one occasion a tight sideways crawl for 15ft opened out above a drop in a most entertaining 

fashion. The negotiation of this involved some advanced trapeze artistry on rope steps in order to clip onto the main rope belayed 

some 6 inches below one’s feet. On another occasion a 30ft laddered pitch dropped through a long squeeze, which must have been 

around 8 inches wide for some distance. This occasioned Mr. Jepson to hang upside down for some time while he engineered a 

rather larger passage in order to get down the pitch. 

 

The first three pitches were laddered, but with the exception of the very tight pitch previously mentioned, the remainder were on 

rope. The upper sections of the entrance series were on double ropes, each separately belayed. This enabled one to rappel on one 

rope, while having a shunt on the other as a safety precaution. Not being equipped with a shunt, I rappelled on the doubled rope, 

mostly on a five bar rig, with no problems. Ian, however was using a petzel type descendeur of personalised design and due, we 

think, to the diameter of the rope, had a somewhat jerky descent in places. The last 600ft of the drop was on single rope only 

(Mammoth we think) and the pit developed more pothole-like characteristics. One drop especially I remember, involved a long 

diagonal swing onto a tiny ledge on the side of a large black shaft and Ian made a dramatic picture as he pendulumed towards me 

in his white overalls. In fact, this was one of the relatively few occasions when we saw one another on the descent, as we 

generally travelled about a pitch apart for safety reasons. 

 

The pitch rigging that we encountered greatly enhanced our opinion of the standard of Spanish caving. The ropes were re-belayed 

by bolts on every occasion on which they touched rock, each belay being backed up by at least one more bolt, with bolts and 

karabiners correctly placed and used. It was apparent also that a considerable amount of push had gone into the work, as well as 

technical expertise. 

 

The final pitch dropped into a large blockfall chamber, where we were only too glad to take off our rigs and have a break from the 

constant verticality. The general tightness of the vertical section can be illustrated by the fact that the small ammo can which I had 

carried with me had both the handle and the bracket on the side ripped off by the constant jamming and battering it had received 

on the descent. 

 

Leaving the bottom of the pitch we followed a large passage with a lot of blockfall until it entered the side of a large arched roof 

passage which had a fine shingle floor and a silent stream running along one side. Going downstream, we soon reached a spot 

where the stream disappeared under an enormous boulder pile. Climbing up and around this obstacle we entered a steeply 

descending boulder strewn passage, the boulders varied in size between cottages and sofas. Gradually we became aware of a 

noise, a dull thunder in the distance that could only be the main drain. We were drawn inexorably onwards and at last emerged 

high on the side of the main drain. 

 

From where we stood we looked across a 40ft wide river pouring over a 12ft cascade with a deafening tumult. To reach it we had 

to do a reverse mantle shelf and then a traverse along a friable ledge to a point where an easy climb took us down to the river 

itself. The water was cold, full of the chill of the alpine snows and we were both grateful for the wet suits we were wearing. 

 

Going downstream, we alternated between travelling in the river and in large abandoned ox-bows which took us around various 

sumped sections. Occasionally we encountered large cross-rifts, which towered up into the blackness, out of sight of our lights. 

Eventually, however, after a low section in waist Decp water, we came to a gravel bank on our left where we found the tent of the 

underground campsite. 

 

Here we found Jean Francois’ wet suit and we packed it in a haul-bag. We broke open one of the emergency food packs given to 

us by the Spanish and brewed up some soup that tasted like stewed socks. Then, giving ourselves a time limit, we set off 

downstream for a little exploration trip. 

 

The passage was similar to that already traversed, silent stream way, with abandoned ox-bows full of blockfall. We were perched 

on one of these large boulders when my large carbide lamp finally expired. Efforts to relight it proved to no avail as all my 

ignition equipment had become soaked during the trip. This was, we decided, an appropriate place to terminate our trip and so our 

long exit from the cave began. 

 

We paused only to pick up the haul-bag at the campsite en route for the vertical section and it was only when we left the main 
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drain that we realised how steep the gradient was from the foot of the last pitch to the stream way. Later conversation with the 

Spanish elicited the information that the campsite was at approximately -510m and this tallies pretty well with what it felt like! 

 

Having clipped onto the rope at the final pitch, and being just about to follow Ian up, I discovered that my carefully worked out 

prussik rig was not going to work. Suffice it to say, our journey out of the system was a minor epic. 

 

Our second major task, having brought the equipment from the underground campsite, was to haul up and secure the ropes at the 

head of each pitch. This task was not as easy as it might sound at first hand. The rope lengths were all in the order of 500ft and 

this meant that each rope’s length, except that on the topmost pitch, was hauled up several different pitches on several different 

occasions, as the intermediate belays were removed and the whole length hauled up each pitch in turn. This multiplied the work 

involved enormously, added to which was the difficulty of manipulating this amount of rope when standing on small belay ledges 

or perched bridged across the rift; not forgetting that much of the drop had been double roped, which amplified the problem yet 

again. I must confess that the bulk of this mammoth task was done by Ian, as I was rather engrossed with the more basic problem 

of getting up the rope on my non-functioning rig. 

 

Eventually we arrived at the dam, where to our consternation, we could see that the water level had risen considerably from the 

time of our descent. Abandoning the task of rope hauling, we hurried on up, to arrive at the foot of the 150ft third pitch, which 

was rigged with ladder and a fixed life line. Ian led, self-lining to a small ledge about 50ft up, and then brought me up to him. He 

then continued to the top of the pitch while I sat resting in a corner, out of the line of a small waterfall at the far side of the pitch. 

On reaching the top, Ian signalled to me and I tied the haul bag on to the lifeline for Ian to take up. However, after hauling up the 

bag, the rope would not return down the pitch and Ian had to re-descend 50ft to clear the snarl up part way down. During this 

prolonged delay, what had originally been a small shower had grown into a sizeable waterfall, causing me to don both wet suit 

hood and the hood of my overalls. 

 

Eventually, after what seemed like an age, the end of the rope dropped down the pitch and I secured myself to it. Once more I 

waited under the steadily increasing waterfall, getting colder and colder, not realising that at this time Ian was re-ascending the 

ladder to the belay. Gradually the waterfall became a torrent and because the size of the ledge did not allow any escape from it, I 

became chilled to the point where my hands stopped hurting and became useless lumps on the end of my arms. 

 

When the lifeline at last became taut, I was obliged to climb the pitch without the use of my hands, this demanded a curious and 

exhausting technique using head, elbows, shoulders and backside on the walls of the pot, whilst climbing the ladder with my feet. 

I was very thankful to reach the top of the pitch and place my frozen hands into the warmth (sweaty though it might have been) of 

Ian’s armpits. My condition can perhaps best be judged by this last action and the fact that Ian forced the bulk of his emergency 

glucose ration down my throat to the point just short of making me vomit. 

 

It is perhaps interesting to comment at this point, that a French caver had died in similar conditions on the same pitch some four 

weeks previously. In his case he had been prussiking the pitch and having reached a point out of the water at the top of the pitch, 

had very simply died. 

 

The final two pitches to the surface were climbed in a very leisurely manner and we finally emerged some 25½ hours after 

starting. 

 

The camp on the plateau was deserted, windswept and wet. My bedding and clothing residing in 2” of freezing cold water, 

presumably the result of the same rainstorm that nearly killed me in the cave. 

 

 
"Paul Hadfield carrying the 

final load off the plateau.” 

(I.Jepson) 

It was not until the next day, after a night of violent storms 

that we saw the Spaniards again. They were busily breaking 

camp and caching gear for next years push (we were 

invited!) and together we all packed loads to the Pescamou, 

where we said our final goodbyes to them. 

 

The next day Ian and I went back up alone to the plateau 

and carried our final very heavy loads down. 

 

For the next week we recuperated, slowly and 

systematically eating and drinking our way back through 

Spain and France and carrying with us the invitation for the 

next push in 1977. 

 

Editor’s note: The entrance to Anialarra is some 200m 

higher than the top entrance of the P.S.M. and the 

resurgence is somewhat lower than that of the Pierre - draw 

your own conclusions. 
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WALDEGRAVE SWALLET 
 

G. Balcombe 

 

Waldegrave Swallet is a swallow hole which of recent years has taken the whole of the overflow from the pond formed on the lower limestone 

shales by the drainage of the N.E. slopes of North Hill. The dip hereabouts is doubtful but a sinclinal axis appears to exist below the thick 

Mesozoic deposits of the area, and pitching in a northerly direction whence it may meet the Cheddar Syncline. The amount of water is not great 

but is comparable with the Swildon’s Hole and Eastwater streams. Exit from the pond to the south, other than by overland route, is barred by the 

North Hill - Eaker Hill ridge of Old Red Sandstone. Connection with Wookey Hole by this route is therefore out of the question. Connection 

with Wookey Hole via the northern side of North Hill also seems impossible, but linkings with the West Priddy Fault is feasible and, inDecd, 

this seems established by independent phenomena. 

 

The hole would appear to be in Horizon B and as few exposures of this horizon occur in the vicinity it was hoped to provide interesting material. 

Unfortunately opportunity for expert inspection did not present itself. 

 

From the surface down to the lowest point reached, however, the hole nowhere exhibits a good sound face of rock, nowhere has any definite 

evidence of stratification been observed. At the surface a mass of blocks -- or a shattered bed -- suggests almost horizontal strata. Fifty feet down 

a coral band of limited extension indicates the same. These corals appear to be Lithostrotionmartini (S1), but the Seminula Zone is not recorded 

in this area; if the rock is a transported block, it is very massive. In close proximity occurs a poor specimen of a shell of Spirifer type; possibly S. 

clathratus (Z1). Water-worn fragments show zaphrentids and crinoidal segments. 

 

The coral band mentioned has an interesting feature. It is continued in practically the same plan in an adjacent block, clearly indicating original 

unity and long continued water action. 

 

The main shaft exposed by the flood-washing of November 1935 is apparently in fault-breccia resealed by Triassic littoral deposits, “Dolomitic 

Conglomerate”). 

 

The swallet has in past years attracted the attention of members of the Wells Natural History & Archaeological Society, (Mendip Nature 

Research Committee), and downward progress was made for some twenty feet, but with no success. Another party is said to have been down 

forty feet, but the validity of this report is questioned. The recent work was first commenced in a small way, then a rift was discovered which 

raised the hopes and spurred the excavators to greater efforts. Although this rift proved of no value, the way down presented no insuperable 

difficulty to wielders of “fuse-equipped sledgehammers”, a lower portion of the same rift was entered and followed for some fifteen feet or 

more. This also petered out as did a creep on the southern side of the hole. 

 

At a depth of some forty feet cavities were discovered under this rift, which here had dwindled to a small crack, and the sound of running water 

was audible. The work of driving a heading through to this was absorbingly interesting but was Decmed to disappointment; the cavity was small, 

only a few cubic feet; the water was a mere trickle running in from the wall and disappearing again under a floor of fine detritus. 

 

At this stage the Wookey Hole work matured 1, and the Waldegrave Swallet had necessarily to be suspended awhile; this was no great sorrow for 

in the heat of the summer sun and surrounded by hordes of excursionists, the work was markedly distasteful. 

 

On resumption, the upper section in the Triassic and Recent had suffered badly and timbering employing the best part of a ton of seconds timber 

had to be done before work could be resumed at the bottom. At this period a tackle craze set in, various unusual forms of hauling and traversing 

gear being tried out. Even although the rigs were not of exceptional service on this swallet they provided valuable experience and undoubtedly 

added to the interest of the task. The efforts below proved unsuccessful; the hole was closed down, the excavated material discharged round the 

timber core, and the surrounding fence closed up to complete the protection of the site. The hole is accessible to anyone sufficiently interested to 

remove the nailed-down lid, but although everything was sound and safe when left, please remember the notice on the fence: “Persons entering 

do so at their own risk”, and also remember to fix the lid again securely. 

 

Central Mendip as a cave hunting ground is in my opinion poor, and the excavator faces very serious odds. In the first place the catchment 

grounds forming over ground streams are small, but this is of little significance compared with their nature. They are inliers of substrata to the 

cavern-forming limestone; instead of far-reaching cavities dropping in their course from bed to bed, the caves commence in the lowest beds and 

must inevitably soon strike the underlying shales again. The result is plain; the soft disintegrating shales will give rise immediately to chokes and 

low choked bedding-caves. 

 

To add to this, the ancient open cavern systems have mostly had their streams diverted and their entrances filled solid with the detritus of the 

Trias, Rhaetic, Lias and Oolite under which Mendip was submerged, making the prospector-excavator’s task a difficult one inDecd. 

 

The odds against success in this venture had been realised for some time and this realisation has helped in no small measure to soften the final 

blow. Waldegrave Swallet has been a great task, and has given much joy and satisfaction to those sharing in it. Though no cavern has been found 

it has served as a training school of no mean severity and for this alone it has been well worthwhile. 

 

F. G. Balcombe 17-6-36 

 

 
1 See “The Log of the Wookey Hole Exploration Expedition, 1935” Balcombe & Powell, Balcombe (Ascot) 1936. 
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EXPENDITURE 
 

Explosives 

Lighting 

Timber 

Timbering Miscellany 

Plant and Tools 

Fencing Materials 

Stationery, Telecommunications and Postage 

Protective Clothing (gloves0 

Maps, &c (part charge) 

Sundries 

£ 1.19.  9½ 

1.  2.  5 

8.  3.  5 

   15.  6 

 11.16.  9 

   1.  8.  7 

   2 . 7.10½ 

        7.  3 

      16.  6 

        6.  6  

 £29. 2.  6 

 

 

Credit 

 

Recovered Plant                                                         (say) 

 

 

£  8. 0.  0 

Nett £21. 2.  6 

 

 

This article was originally published in 1936. Our thanks are due to Graham Balcombe for providing the reprint and allowing its 

publication. 

 

 

 
 

Waldegrave Swallet – as it was 
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MENDIP RESCUE ORGANISATION 
 

Report by the Hon, Secretary& Treasurer for the Year ending 31st January 1977 

 

In a year of generally good news, there is one specific piece of bad news I must start with. Howard Kenney, who has taken the 

brunt of rescue calls for many years, had to resign last summer following an unexpected illness. Howard was among the group of 

local cavers who revived M.R.O. after the last war in 1948. Since then, he has been directly involved in the vast majority of call-

outs, often underground and always closely in touch with progress if not. Few, if any, have more experience in actual rescue 

operations on Mendip and this is what counts most to the success of a call-out. 

 

I must also record that Dr. Andrew Hicks has left the area for a post in Lancashire. We thank him for his interest in caving and for 

being available if needed. 

 

The good news is varied. Most importantly, the number of call-outs is low and none have proved very serious. A dozen practices 

have been held and M.R.O. was host to the Cave Rescue Council in the summer when an Open Day was held for all to see our 

equipment. Three new items are now available; pride of place must go to the Blackhawk Hydraulics so generously donated by 

Mick and Honor Taylor, Dr. Donald Thomson has ensured that Mendip is to the forefront in helping us purchase a Reviva 

breathing apparatus and, recently, James Cobbett has helped us to acquire a handy one-man rope puller already proven in the oil 

drilling industry. In addition, we are most grateful for the gift of smaller though nonetheless valuable items such as waist belts, 

The willing support of both individual cavers and clubs is the best news of all, of course. 

 

The search of Box Mines mentioned in the accompanying log of call-outs has led to closer contacts with both Wiltshire 

Constabulary and Fire Service. Several Wardens and local cavers met their officers at Corsham before Christmas to establish that 

the same well-tried call-out procedure enjoyed with the Avon and Somerset Constabulary will apply in Wiltshire too. Special 

arrangements to collect information that will assist future calls to the mines are being made by Dave Irwin and those with the 

essential local knowledge. It is gratifying to record once again the excellent and effective liaison we have with the Police, 

particularly in the Mendip Division which receives all the calls and contacts wardens. In the field too the tradition that cave 

rescues are always joint operations with the Police remains as it was envisaged back in 1948 and even before then in the pre-War 

years. 

 

It seems fitting to close this report with a reminder of two other key principles to which M.R.O. has adhered strongly; namely, that 

it is strictly a rescue organisation which leaves all other aspects of caving to individuals and the clubs to which they belong and, 

also, that it relies upon the goodwill and initiative of cavers alone for both financial and practical support. In short, local cavers 

have a tradition of self-service in rescue work. We do not seek other ways. 

 

J. D. Hanwell  

Hon. Sec. & Treasurer 

4th February 1977 

 

MENDIP RESCUE ORGANIZATION 
 

Cave Rescues and Incidents for the Year ending 31st Jan 1977 

 

For the third successive year there have been only eight call-outs. The following table gives a breakdown since 1970:- 

 

 

 

Happily, there have been no fatalities locally. InDecd, over the past four years, it is noticeable that general surface alerts have 

matched the occasions it has been necessary to go underground. More parties seem able and prepared to help themselves. Further 

details of the past year’s calls outlined below are in the log held by the Hon. Secretary. 

 

Thursday 19th February 1976 Sludge Pit 

 

The Police advised Howard Kenney at 12.40 a.m. that a worried parent had expected her son to contact her over an hour before 

that he had completed a trip down the cave with a party of cavers from Yeovil. Residents at the Belfry were stood by; but, before 

they were needed, the overdue party surfaced and were contacted by a police patrol in Eastwater Lane. Their only watch had gone 

wrong. 

 

 

 

 ‘70 ‘71 ‘72 ‘73 ‘74 ‘75 

Serious Accidents 3 1 0 5 2 1 

Minor Accidents 6 4 18 2 1 3 
General Alerts 3 0 4 8 5 4 

TOTAL CALLS 12 5 21 15 8 8 
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Saturday 21st February 1976 G.B.Cavern 

 

Graham Chandler, aged 26, of Cheam was one of six Sutton C.C. and Bristol Polytechnic cavers who entered the system in the 

afternoon. He fell about 8ft near the Great Chamber and broke his scapula. Superficial bleeding from a mouth cut was thought to 

be more serious at first. Howard Kenney received the callout at 5.05 p.m. which was correctly channelled from Weston-s-Mare to 

Frome Police. He advised the informant that, if the bleeding was clearly not internal, then the patient should be encouraged to start 

moving out the cave. Meanwhile, John Dukes was contacted to raise B.E.C. and Shepton Mallet C.C. rescuers and Alan Thomas 

to organise equipment. Dr. Don Thomson, Dave Irwin and Brian Prewer were also alerted before Kenney handed over telephone 

co-ordination to William Stanton. A Wessex C.C. rescue team stood by in Bristol. The first rescuers entered the cave at 6.20 p.m. 

and found Chandler making painful progress out. They decided to speed up the operation by putting him into the Paraguard 

Stretcher. He was easily transferred to the carrying-sheet in the Squeeze. All surfaced by about 8.35 p.m. and the patient taken to 

Weston-s-Mare Hospital by ambulance. It was a cold misty night and so the parking bollards supplied by the police proved useful 

as guide posts and the refreshments provided by Mr. Jefferies, Manor Farm, were most welcome. 

 

Saturday 27th March 1976 Swildon’s Hole 

 

Howard Kenney was contacted by the Police at 3.45 p.m. reporting a shoulder injury to Simon Talbot from Inkeberrow, 

Worcestershire. He had slipped in the Water Chamber whilst caving with a joint Headless Cross Venture Unit and Nottingham 

University party. They thought that they could handle the situation themselves without M.R.O. so Alan Thomas and others at 

Priddy stood by until Talbot arrived at 4.45 p.m. 

 

Monday 5th July 1976 Swildon’s Hole 

 

Enthused by the prospect of discovering the famed river from Swildons to Wookey Hole after a tourist trip to the latter, Monsieur 

Delagausie decided to find out for himself from first principles. Now resident in London with his family, he had caved in France 

several times. A fortnight after a brief look around the Upper Series, he entered for the main “push” with his 17-year old son and 

12-year old daughter suitably equipped with lamps and ladders. Madame Delagausie remained on Priddy Green expecting them 

back at 4.0 p.m. When they had failed to return by 4.0 p.m., she contacted the Police who alerted William Stanton in Bath. Stanton 

stood by Dr. Andrew Hicks and requested Brian Prewer to organise a search party; however, before they went underground, the 

intrepid trio surfaced unharmed at 5.20 p.m. Vive la speleologie authentique! 

 

Saturday 4th September 1976 Rhino Rift 

 

A worried wife contacted Bridgwater Police regarding a Toby C.C. party she thought overdue. Dave Irwin received the call, stood 

by Tim Reynolds and Chris Batstone and went to Lower Farm with Tim Large. Meanwhile the party had returned. 

 

Sunday 15th September 1976 Box Mines 

 

Four teenagers from Corsham went missing from home by the evening. After questioning friends, the Wiltshire Police concluded 

that they were lost in the mines and alerted Jim Hanwell via Wells Police requesting search parties. By just after midnight, Dave 

Irwin, Tim and Margaret Large, Tony Hucker, Chris Batstone and Keith Newbury were on their way followed by Hanwell and 

Brian Prewer with full equipment from the Belfry. Later, Bob Scammell came along and Dr. Don Thomson was stood by at home. 

At 2.20 a.m. Monday, four small parties consisting of local Fire Service volunteers led by M.R.O. cavers started searching the 

main routes. The missing youths were found lost and lightless in a side passage about 500 yards into Jack’s Workings by Chris 

Batstone’s party. They were brought out at 4.0 a.m. very cold and frightened after over twelve hours underground in darkness.  

 

Monday 4th October 1976 Swildon’s Hole 

 

Adrian Pavey, aged 15, went down the cave with two teachers and another pupil from Priory Secondary School, Taunton. 

Following one of the teachers, Pavey jumped into the Double Pots and hurt his leg. He became very hysterical and it was thought 

that he had broken something so M.R.O. was called via the police at 7.0 p.m. Brian Prewer and William Stanton sent a party of six 

into the cave with full equipment soon afterwards and stood by others. They found Pavey not physically damaged so “talked” him 

out by 8.45 p.m. 

 

Sunday 16th January 1976 Stoke Lane 

 

Cars in the lay-by on the lane were reported by a patrol at 1.30 a.m. but found to belong to West London cavers in their hut.  
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MENDIP RESCUE ORGANISATION 
 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED JANUARY 31, 1976 

 

1976 

£ 

 

100 

9 

7 

1 

 

 

 

INCOME 

Donations – through general appeal 

Donations – from rescued parties 

Interest on deposit account 

Hire of MRO Nife Cells 

 

 

1977 

£ 

 

127 

- 

7 

14 

117 TOTAL INCOME  148 

 

   £ 

 

116 

- 

6 

- 

23 

13 

5 

Less: EXPENDITURE 

Equipment – Paraguard stretcher 

Equipment – Reviva Apparatus 

Equipment – other items 

Insurance of equipment 

Postages, stationery, etc. 

Share of telephone rental 

Cave rescue Council levy 

 

 

- 

117 

32 

10 

16 

25 

- 

 

 

163 TOTAL EXPENDITURE  200 

    

£(46) SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) FOR THE YEAR  £(52) 

  

 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT JANUARY 31, 1977 

 

£ 

 

100 

134 

2 

 

CURRENT ASSESTS 

Balance at bank – deposit account 

Balance at bank – current account 

Cash in hand with Hon. Treasurer 

 £ 

 

100 

68 

16 

 

£236 TOTAL ASSETS  £184 

 

Representing: - 

 

ACCUMULATED FUNDS 

 

282 

(46) 

Balance at January 31, 1975 

Surplus/Deficit for the year 

 236 

(52) 

 

£236   £184 

 

J.D. HANWELL Hon. Treasurer, M.R.O. 

 

I have prepared the above accounts from the books and records of the Mendip Rescue Organisation. In my opinion, and to the best 

of my information, the accounts give a true and fair view of the state of the organisation's funds at January 31st, 1976 and of the 

deficit for the year ending on that date. 

 

T.E. REYNOLDS A.C.A. 16th March 1977 

 

J.D. Hanwell 

Hon.Sec. & Treasurer 

Mendip Rescue Organisation 

50 Wells Road 

Wookey Hole 

Wells BA5 1DN 
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SURVEYING CAVES BY BRYAN ELLIS    A REVIEW 
 

by J.D. Hanwell 

 

Forty years ago, any aspiring cave surveyor in the newly formed Wessex Cave Club would almost certainly have turned to Frank 

Debenham’s Map Making; Surveying for Amateurs for advice. The first edition was greeted by a glowing review in no less 

than the Times Literary Supplement for showing “how anybody with quite simple equipment, proper care and an eye for 

country, can draw excellent large-scale maps”. Since this classic has graduated to a third edition, numerous reprints and is still 

going strongly, your reviewer is prompted to speculate whether the launching a Bryan Ellis’ Surveying Caves (B.C.R. A., 1976) 

merits similar plaudits. In common with most cavers, my slender qualifications for the task are but those of the collector, 

occasional user and, only rarely, the maker. Maybe we are the main target at which Bryan has aimed. If so, he has been too 

distracted by reforming the legacy of the grading system proposed by the late Arthur Butcher and Lewis Railton. So, contrary to 

Trevor Ford’s suggestion in the Foreword that we should learn “how to depict the irregular three-dimensional form of often 

difficult, dark and dirty cave systems on a flat sheet of paper”, the emphasis is still upon how to devise a rationale for 

underground surveying. In this sense, the book misses the gold. 

 

As a concise introduction to the subject and an appraisal of the unusual problems facing cave surveyors, Bryan definitely succeeds 

and often stimulates. His main contribution should be a great help to those wanting guidance to map the caves they explore, 

though less so for the many content to use the end product. Whether too it will survive as more than an interim handbook is a 

moot question since it soon becomes apparent that cave surveying is a collection of borrowed techniques searching for a unifying 

but elusive method. To someone schooled upon Debenham’s dictum of working from the whole to the part when map making, I 

see nothing wrong in admitting that this cannot be done in cave surveying as yet and getting on with the job of drawing useful 

maps. Reliable radio-location could be the solution in the end. 

 

Putting principles before practises, we are plunged headlong to wallow in the vortex of the new BCRA Survey Centre-line Grades 

in the first important chapter. Changes from the former CRG Grades are really more profound than admitted; for instance, the 

original CRG Grade 4 which was the mainstay of many post-War surveys is merely compatible with BCRA Grade 2 if strictly 

compared. Such changes underline a welcome and logical advance towards more refined measurements rather than just the 

instruments used to acquire them and the highlighting of calibrations has been long overdue. It is the claims for prescribed limits 

of accuracy at Grade 5 which I must quibble with most; these being unrealistic and arguably misconceived. Herein lits the rub; 

for, to establish whether any survey station is really where it ought to be, cave surveyors must relate to others within the same 

system about whose locations he is also unsure. Since he does not enjoy the luxury of being able to “tie” any point directly to a 

prefixed frame of reference like his surface counterpart, the concepts of relative and certainly absolute accuracy (as used by the 

Ordnance Survey, for example) cannot apply. Short of a network of radio-located primary stations to which traverses can be 

linked, no amount of statistical manipulation of compass traverse closure errors in particular will convince me that so-called 

“acceptable nearness to the true value” is but a euphemism for precision and not accuracy. As Bryan has chosen to stress the 

distinction between both terms very clearly (page 5), I find its inclusion in the crucial Grade 5 criteria confusing. In attempting to 

unravel his explanation, the plot thickens with the dubious mix of both angles and distances that have been specified. Assuming, 

for the moment, that accuracy could be verified, then there is no reason why the uncertainty of a position should not be expressed 

in terms of vertical and horizontal distances alone. Since, later in the book, we are quite rightly told that altitudinal errors should 

be less than planimetric ones, I conclude that a discus-like shape of uncertainty surrounds a station rather than the spherical one 

implied by the critera given. As it stands, the combination of angles and distances specified leads me to suppose that I need not 

buy a tape longer than about 6 metres for Grade 5 surveying! In short, the critera must really be orders of precision in 

measurement. Grade 5, then, is not a different kind of survey as suggested. 

 

Having long regarded grading as a shorthand for describing how meticulous a cave surveyor has been to increase the user’s 

confidence in his work, I suspect that the system is really redundant. In essence, the proposed BCRA grades now resolve into two 

basic types varying only in degree; inDecd, Bryan himself quite rightly points this out. Instead of calling them “accurate” and 

“rough”, however, I would simply prefer “precise” and “imprecise”. And now we are back to where we should have started 

anyway, the cartographer’s respective distinction between basic drawings (compiled from consistent and high precision 

measurements throughout) and others which, for varying reasons, are derived without hard and fast rules being applied. A 

hundred years have elapsed since the Ordnance Survey resolved their own so-called “Battle of the Scales” in this respect and 

concluded that such criteria were best prescribed by the scale itself! Briefly, at a small scale, you can afford to be less precise but 

not so with large scales, of course. Limits of error can be related to the plottable error of the drawing. 

 

Lest having already challenged a circular argument, I am accused of merely introducing another and ignoring the centre-line 

emphasis of the grading system, I commend as relevant reading Standards of Accuracy and Limits of Error for Plans and 

Surveys of Mines (Joint Report of Committees of the Chartered Surveyors’ Institution and the Institute of Mine Surveyors, 

London, 1935.): Coincidentally, also forty years old; but, strangely missing from the otherwise highly useful bibliography! 

 

The poor cave surveyor is subjected to enough good-natured banter and abuse by his stooges when underground to be over-

sensitive to criticism and, knowing that Bryan intended his book to stimulate debate, I venture further points below. I do so with 

greater caution since they are small by comparison with my misgivings about grading which have been poured out at such undue 

length for a review 

 

I feel that it would have been better to start with details of the instruments available, what they do and how to calibrate them rather 
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than having such aspects scattered among numerous chapters. As it stands, much is taken for granted and one must cull out the 

necessary information from chapters 2, 8 and the curiously titled chapter 10 on “Other Equipment” which, in fact, turns out to be a 

check list of essential accessory gear. Maybe, chapter 2 ought to be more specifically headed as “Compass Traversing in Caves” 

as opposed to the somewhat pretentious “General Principles of Surveying”; but, otherwise, I like this and the succeeding chapter 

on “calibrations” best. And, after all, this is really what it is all about anyway. The next chapter on drawing-up the results starts in 

fine style too but does not live up to its early promise because, I suppose, I expected far more illustrations using actual surveys. 

Understandably, John Wilcock’s account on computer aids is virtually a review article commending various programs for 

eliminating much of the tedium of repetitive calculations and, consequently, the risk of mistakes. This is useful, as the points 

raised in chapter 7 on publication of surveys. The notes on copyright are welcome and a seemingly necessary feature these days; 

however, details of the stricter demands now being enforced by the Ordnance Survey are surprisingly omitted. Such guidance 

would have been very timely, particularly since there has been a growing trend to draw-up surveys to National Grid co-ordinates 

and portray insets relating cave systems with surface features overhead. How many surveyors are acquainted with the new 

procedures for obtaining bench mark lists, for example? The final chapters on specialised aspects such as submerged passages, 

archaeology and geology are appropriate and succinct enough although they all lack illustration and so lose some of their impact. 

Since it is most unlikely that such techniques will be needed by those without the necessary professional training, however, I 

cannot envisage them being widely read. Perhaps there is a case for even “warning-off” the amateur here? I am sure that the 

archaeologists would be the first to agree. 

 

To my mind, Chapter 9 by Dick Glover on Magnetic Induction techniques offers the most exciting prospect in cave surveying. It 

is comprehensive, rather frighteningly technical and, perhaps, more suited in style to a scientific paper; yet, it stands out and 

commands a generous 18 per cent of the 83 pages of effective text comprising the handbook. There is little doubt that it should 

capture the imaginations of the subterranean boffins. More importantly, it could provide an answer to the unsolved problems of 

cave surveying already mentioned. Apparently, even radio-location has a long way to go before its temperamental gadgetry can be 

relied upon for such a crucial role. We can be optimistic, however, for it is clear that vast strides in the right direction have been 

made since Bryan Ellis himself and Norman Brooks lugged the first large battery version into Longwood Swallet twenty years 

ago. Fortunately, the idea outlasted the ill-fated London Cavers which records their initial success. 

 

Your reviewer is the first to compliment the nail-biting surveyor whose efforts are thus tested by the new generation of second 

entrance enthusiasts homing-in on the ethereal bleep from below. I even suspect that few will be found wanting for having worked 

closely to Bryan’s main brief in Surveying Caves. Whilst remaining sceptical of the thinking behind the grading system, I 

commend the booklet for its overall presentation and specific practical hints. There are enough good features to rise above the 

failings mentioned; but, cave surveyors are quite properly a finicking fraternity quick to spot a gross error. 

 

See Tables 1, 2 and 3 from “Surveying Caves” opposite 

 

NCA EQUIPMENT INFORMATION February 1977 
 

1. Vibram soled wellingtons and rubber ankle boots 

Made especially for caving to overcome the problems of rotting stitching, screws coming out, and drying out normally associated with 

leather boots; also to improve on the stiffness and tread pattern of normal rubber boots. Available from caving shops - price now approx. 

10 pounds ankle boots, 9 pounds wellies. 

 

2. Poorly Manufactured Equipment 

It has been brought to our notice that various items of equipment available commercially are not manufactured to a reasonable 

engineering standard. For example, sharp edges on SRT gear can cut ropes. 

 

3. The Petzl ‘Croll’ Ascender 

The Croll is an ascender designed to be worn flat against the chest and connected with the bottom attachment point to a sit harness. It can 

be loaded or unloaded in position on the chest without unclipping karabiners or harnesses, and it has a spring loaded catch which can be 

positioned to prevent the cam opening, or can be used to hold the cam open to allow easy access for the rope. 

 

It must be realised that the locking mechanism is not fool proof and the importers recommend that it be used with care. It is a basic safety 

precaution to link each jammer to the main body harness so that failure of one element does not lead to disaster. 

 

The Croll is not designed to pull the climber into the rope in the manner of a chest (roller) box. Correct use requires the user to pull 

him/herself into a reasonably upright position. 

 

Though ideally flat against the chest, in practice the Croll often swings away from the body. Care should be taken to ensure that the 

hinge end of the cam is toward the body - if it is the other way round slipping may occur. Price approx. £10 each. 

 

4. Waterproof Boiler Suits (by Ladysmith Busywear) 

Made from waterproof knitted Nylon. These are not drysuits as the seams are not proofed. Features include: hood, velcro covered zip; 

inside waist draw tape, elasticated ankles and wrists, and four pockets. Used by expeditions including Ghar Parau and New Guinea. 

Bright colours - yellow, orange, etc. - very photogenic! Available from caving shops - price approx. £15. 

 

This is circulated as in Information Service only by: 

The National Caving Association Equipment Committee, c/o The Department of Geography, The University, Box 363, Birmingham 15. 
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REVIEW 
 

The Science of Speleology, Ed. T.D.Ford & C.H.D.Cullingford. Pub. Academic Press, £14.00 xiv+593pp. 

 

On my bookshelf at home sits a copy of British Caving (2nd Edn. 1962, the price inside the cover is 75 shillings. The former Cave 

Research Group planned at least six books to replace this and The Science of Speleology is the fourth of these to appear. The next 

- Limestones and Caves of Derbyshire is to be published in 1977. 

 

The Science of Speleology can broadly be divided into three sections, with a couple of odd chapters to start and finish. Most of the 

first 150 pages are devoted to Geology and Geomorphology, to be followed by Hydrology, Chemistry and Stalactite deposition. 

After 50 pages of physics the book enters its third main section - devoted to life in caves and fossil fauna. 

 

The book opens with a very short chapter on cave surveys, giving the now familiar BCRA grading system and some of the 

recommendations for drawing up a plan and section. There is only one reference, to the same author’s Surveying Caves 

monograph (see this Jnl for a review) and this explains why this chapter has been reduced to only 10pages. Personally, I wonder 

whether it was worth including the chapter at all, as the lack of ‘in depth’ treatment is out of keeping with the rest of the book. 

 

In the succeeding chapters we are on firmer ground. Trevor Ford in a chapter on limestone geology is accurate and mostly 

readable; although the terminology sometimes swamps the story. We could have done with more examples of how geological 

considerations have influenced cave development - some examples do creep into later chapters. Unfortunately, the section on cave 

sediments was written before Pete Bull’s thesis on sediments (Swansea Univ.) was completed and this work could not be included 

in the book. 

 

Dr. Warwick’s long chapter on geomorphology is again an erudite review of the literature, although some of the photographs - all 

of which are printed in black and white - are lacking in detail or tonal range. Surely the book would have justified taking original 

black and white photographs, rather than copying existing colour slides? 1 found the classification into influent and effluent caves 

a little unnecessary. The confusion that this classification causes is evident when on p83 Agen Allwedd is used as an example of a 

cave “entered in the middle" which is mainly percolation fed. The fact is, of course, that several inlets respond very rapidly to 

rain, coming directly from hidden swallets 400ft above the cave and crossing a variety of strata in between. A proper 

understanding of the formation of caves where the limestone is capped by other rocks is needed. It is unfortunate that the upstream 

migration of swallets by underground capture, which is so common a feature of our major systems is barely discussed. Finally, I 

found no clear distinction between isopeistic and piezometric surfaces in this chapter, although both terms are used. 

 

A separate chapter on lava caves follows; and this I found to be a useful background to the subject. Accounts of explorations and 

surveying have appeared in caving journals since the late 1960’s and it is interesting to read that some of the work of cavers has 

been of use to geologists deciphering the history of our enigmatic moon. 

 

The next two chapters on limestone erosion and hydrology were written by the well-known Mendip trio of Atkinson, Drew and 

D.I. Smith. Collectively they provide a thorough coverage of the subject without becoming boring. The chapters are laced with 

erudite equations and formulae, apparently all generally believed by geographers. Frankly, I am a little sceptical as to how closely 

the theoretical models can approach the behaviour of real terrains. Nevertheless, I welcome the emphasis now placed on the 

importance of soil CO2 levels in erosion and the better understanding of Paleartic solution which is now appearing. 

 

Cave Chemistry 

 

Although a surprising number of cavers have trained as chemists, few of them take their studies underground. Personally, I liked 

the large chapter by Bob Picknet on chemistry and particularly its layout. The chapter is divided into a general review with simple 

chemistry and an advanced discussion which would tax many graduates. It is a pity that the effort is spoiled by the total absence of 

a corresponding chapter on practical techniques - eight pallid pages repeatedly refer the reader to an unpublished monograph. The 

Science of Speleology would otherwise have been an excellent reference book in this subject area. 

 

Cave minerals and spelaeothems continues the high standard set by the previous authors. This is a subject neglected by British 

cavers and of necessity the author has used American literature almost exclusively, although some British photographs have been 

edited in to redress the balance. 

 

The physics of caves covers just two topics - meteorology and geophysical detection. The former I found very interesting, 

particularly the theoretical basis for a cold zone near the entrance - which has been observed in several systems. The latter section 

is not so satisfying and concentrates mainly on resistivity surveys. Unfortunately it includes Colin Bristow’s “single probe” 

method, which was recently rejected as fallacious by J.O. Myers (Trans BCRA 2, 168). 

 

Almost all the remainder of the book is devoted to ‘life’ of some form or another in caves. Dr Jefferson’s approach to fauna is 

fresh and interesting, in direct contrast to the chapter in The Limestones and Caves of the Mendip Hills. The photomicrographs 

here are excellent and serve to demonstrate a little of the work which has been done in this field. Brian Cubbon contributes a 

chapter on fungi and bacteria, again with illustrations from Mendip. This is a growing subject, although I do not foresee cave 

bacteria being studied under sterile conditions at Upper Pitts next year! 
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In The Limestones and Caves of the Mendip Hills, the topic of bats was curiously ignored. This omission has been partly 

redressed by John Hooper in The Science of Speleology. The accent in his chapter is now on the conservation of bats and of the 

value of these small mammals in the environment. This contrasts with the enthusiasm for more research in the same chapter of 

British Caving nearly 25 years ago. Many species of bat rarely, if ever, visit caves and very little of the research work is normally 

reported in the caving literature - perhaps this is the cause of the poor understanding by cavers of the creature’s life cycle. 

 

The following chapter also preaches conservation - this time of archaeological remains. It is unfortunate that enthusiasm must be 

restrained and excavation left for the specialists - who will probably not even come to look. Anthony Sutcliffe reviews world cave 

paleontology and then illustrates the importance of many British sites in a useful review. This is again a subject rarely encountered 

in caving journals, although the links with pleistocene chronology and, thus, cave geomorphology are close. 

 

The archaeology of early man is reviewed at length by Alan King. Whilst it is probably not often that cavers nowadays stumble 

across remains of this type, historically cave discoveries were of profound importance. Likewise Mike Walker’s chapter on cave 

art is a valuable addition to the reference shelves, if only in view of the time spent abroad by British cavers these days. 

 

The book closes with a chapter on computing which I found totally out of place. The author himself states “the computer is but a 

tool” it is certainly not a branch of spelaeology. A discussion of the merits of GRIPHOS or CODIL is irrelevant to a caving 

reference book, and whilst some mention of the use of computerised records by biologists and archaeologists may have been 

relevant, this should surely have accompanied the appropriate chapters. Why also were four pages of computerised chemistry 

detached from the earlier chapter on theory where they rightly belong? “The area where computers are of most practical use to 

cavers is surveying” writes the author; but the reader is only referred to Surveying Caves which itself fails to give a sample 

program! It is all most unsatisfactory. 

 

In summary, The Science of Speleology is generally a full coverage of the literature and art of many specialised branches of cave 

science. The majority of authors are readable and the worst faults are the two chapters stripped to a skeleton to fill separate 

monographs (surveying and practical chemistry). Whilst the publishers have done a good job, personally I feel that the natural 

division of the book into three - geology, chemistry and life - should have been exploited and three separate books published. At 

250 pages each, and selling perhaps for under £5, these slim volumes would have been collected by many more cavers than will 

the present volume. A little more discrimination between science and technology (viz. surveying, geophysical detection and 

computers) would also have been welcome. Overall, I regret that the cover price of £14.00 precludes my purchasing a copy of this 

book as many of its chapters are a unique reference source to the spelaeological sciences. 

P.R.C. 
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LIBRARY RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

The Club Library housed at Upper Pitts is made up of various British and Foreign caving journals and newsletters, together with 

an assorted collection of books on caving and allied subjects. 

 

Items may be borrowed under the following conditions: 

 

1. That the borrower is a Wessex Cave Club member. Non-members may borrow items on the authority of the Librarian. 

 

2. Items to be borrowed are to be signed out and checked in on return in the presence of a committee member. 

 

3. Periodicals and books may be borrowed for a period of up to four weeks. A fine of l0p will be imposed for each week the 

item is overdue. 

 

4. A maximum of six items may be borrowed from the library by a member at any one time. 

 

5. Certain items can be borrowed through the post on condition a S.A.E. or the cost of postage is enclosed with the request. 

 

The Library cupboards are locked during the week and opened by a committee member on request at the weekends. Reference 

material is locked away at all times, permission to view can be sought from a committee member. 

 

A complete list of all the items present in the Library is to be published regularly as a journal insert. In addition there is a card-

index for reference in the Library. 

 

The Library also contains a comprehensive collection of British and Foreign cave surveys stored in the survey drawer. The survey 

drawer is open at all times, however, the surveys are reference items and are not to be removed from the Library. 

 

Borrowers are asked to report any damage of items on return so that repairs can be made before irreparable damage is caused. 

 

C.W. Davies Librarian, 1976 
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WESSEX CAVE CLUB 
 

LIBRARY LIST 

 

Compiled by C. W. Davies Librarian 1976 

 

The Club Library is housed at Upper Pitts and can be viewed by obtaining the keys to the cupboards from a committee member. A 

borrowing system allows non-reference material to be loaned for a period of one month, a full list of these items is posted in the 

Library. 

 

The collection of cave surveys is stored in the Survey Drawer which is open at all times for reference only. 

 

BRITISH CAVING CLUB PUBLICATIONS 

 

Axbridge Caving & Archaeological Society 

 

Newsletter: 1962 (Jan-Dec); 1964 (Jan-Dec); 1965 (Jan-

Dec); 1966 (Jan-Dec); 1967 (Jan, Mar-Dec); 1968 (Jan-

Dec); 1969 (Jan-June, Aug-Dec); 1970 (Jan-Mar, June, 

Aug-Nov); 1971(May, Aug, Sept.); 1972 (Aug); 1974 

(May, June); 1976 (July). 

Journal: 1 (1952-53) 2, 3, 4; 2 (1954-55) 1, 2, 3,4; 3 (1956) 

1; 1962; 1963; 1964; 1965; 1966; 1967/68; 1969. 

 

Birmingham University Speleological Society 

 

Expedition to Crete, 1967 

 

Bradford Pothole Club 

 

Newsletter: 1962 - 41, 44, 45, 47, 48, 49, 50.  

Bulletin: 4 (2-10); 5 (1-9). 

New Series: 1. 

 

Bristol Exploration Club 

 

Belfry Bulletin: 2 (9, 11-17; 3 (19, 24, 25); 32, 34, 36, 38, 

41-45, 46/47, 52-55, 57-69, 71-73, 75-78, 80-83, 85-89, 

92, 96, 98, 99, 100. 1956 (101, 103, 107, 108); 1957 

(109, 110, 112- 116, 118); 1961 (155-158, 160-166); 

1962 (167- 178); 1963(179-190); 1964(191-202); 

1965(202- 214); 1966 (215-226); 1967 (227-234, 236, 

237); 1968 (238-246, 248, 249); 1969 (250-258, 260); 

1970 (262, 270-277, 280); 1971 (281-288, 290); 1971 

(291-293, 302); 1973 (303-311, 313, 314); 1974 (315, 

316, 322, 324); 1975 (327, 328, 329, 330, 334, 335); 

1976 (339). 

N.B. Nos. 263-269 were not published. 

Caving Report: 

1. Surveying in Redcliff Caves, 1956. 

2. Preliminary report on Saint Cuthbert’s Swallet, 1956. 

4. Shoring of Swallet Cave Entrances, 1958. 

5. Survey of Headwear and Lighting available for 

Caving (First Edition 1958). 

6. Some smaller caves of Mendip, 1961. 

7. Second report on St. Cuthbert’s Swallet, 1962. 

8. Preliminary plan of St. Cuthbert’s Swallet, 1962. 

9. Some smaller Mendip caves, Vol. 2, 1962. 

13. St. Cuthbert’s Swallet: 

Part A. Discovery and Exploration, 1968; 

Part E. Rabbit Warren, 1971; 

Part F. Gour Hall area, 1969; 

Part H. Rabbit Warren Extension, 1971. 

15. Roman Mine, 1971. 

16. Mendip’s Vanishing Grottoes, 1972. 

 

British Association of Cave Instructors 

 

Bulletin: 2 (1, 2, 

Newsletter: 1-4 

 

British Caver 

 

Volume: 17-27, 31, 33, 36, 37, 41-46, 48-54,57,  

 

British Cave Research Association  

 

Bulletin: 1, 5-7, 11, 

Transaction: 1 (1, 2, 3); 2 (4, 

 

British Speleological Association  

 

Bulletin: No. 69, 

Journal: 1 (3); 3 (17, 23); 5 (40); 6 (41, 43/44, 45, 47, 49-

51); 

Proceedings: No. 4 

Speleological Abstracts: 1 (1-5). 

Diving Operational Reports: 1944 (1); 1945 (1-5) 

Programmes of Speleological Conference and Exhibition: 

1937, 1963, 1967. 

 

Burley Cave Club 

 

The Review: 1972, 

 

Cambrian Caving Council 

 

Minutes of meetings: Oct.’68; May ’69; Sep. ’69 (and 

N.C.A. minutes Nov. ’69); May ’70; May ’73; 

Newsheets: Aug. ’69; Jan. ’70; Apr. ’73; May ’74; Jun. ’74; 

Oct. ’74; 

Information Circular No. 1 

Constitution: May ’74. 

List of members: Jan. ’70. 

Handbook: 1969, 1973 

The Red Dragon, annual journal: 1974. 

 

Cambridge University Cave Club 

 

Journal: 1 (2); 1971. 

Official report of the 1961 C.U.C.C. expedition to Norway. 

 

Cave Diving Group 

 

Newsletter: 1-3, 5, 6, 8, 12, 13, 15-20, 25-30, 32, 33, 1964 

(Jul.); 1965 (Apr. Dec.); 1966 (Apr.); 1967 (Jun. Aug. & 

Committee Report); 1968 (Apr. Jul. Oct.); 1969 (Jan. 

Apr. Jul. Oct.); 1970 (Jan. Apr. Jul. Oct.); 
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Diving Operational Reports: 1946 (1); 1949 (2); 

Index to reports: 1/49-2/49 and Newsletters: 11-17. 

The Review: 1952; Jan. ’53-Jun. ’55; Aug. ’55- Jan. ’57; 

Jan. ’57-Dec. ’59; Jan. ’60-Dec. ’60; 1961; 1962; 1963; 

1964-65; 1966-67; 1968. 

Sump Index: Section 1. Somerset 1964. 

  Section 2. South Wales 1966. 

  Section 3. Derbyshire 1968. 

Technical Extracts from C.D.G. Newsletters: No. 3. 

Technical Review: 1. Cave Diving on Air, 1966. 

Expired Air Techniques of 

Artificial Respiration. 

Oral Resuscitation 

Methods of Artificial Respiration. 

Cave Diving Hazards, 1967 

Deep Diving in Wookey Hole 1958. 

Circulars: Assorted. 

 

Chelsea Speleological Society 

 

Newsletter: 4 (1-12); 5 (1-12); 6 (1-12); 8 (1-4, 6-12); 9 (2-

12); 10 (1, 2, 4, 5/6, 7, 8/9, 10-12); (1-12); 72(1-12); 

73(4-8, 10); 74(1,2,5/6, 7, 9); 15 (9-11); 16 (2, 3, 5-9); 

77 (1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7); 18 (I, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9); 

Records: Vol. 3 Secret Tunnels in Surrey. July 1963. 

Booklet for Beginners. 

 

Craven Pothole Club 

 

Journal: 7 (2, 6). 

 

Croydon Cave Club 

 

Peleobates: 24, 27, 28, 29. 

 

Derbyshire Cave Association 

 

Newsletter: 17, 

 

Descent 

 

1 8, 24, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 

Handbook, 1970. 

 

Devon Speleological Society 

 

Newsletter: 81, 84. 

Journal: 87-95, 97-109, 112, 114-116. 

Occ. Pub: Bats and the Amateur Naturalist. 

J.H.D. Hooper. 

The Ultrasonic Voices of Bats. 

Longevity of Horseshoe Bats in Britain. 

 

Dorset Cave Group 

 

Journal: 1 (2); 2 (2-6). 

 

East Devon Cave Group 

 

Bulletin: 12, 13. 

Quarterly Pub. Caving: 1, 2, 3. 

Other Pubs: Aims and Constitution of the E.D.C.G. 

 

Exploration Group of North Somerset 

 

Newsletter: 10, 11, 19, 20, 21, 23. 

Exeter University Speleological Society 

 

Newsletter: 4 (1, 3); 

 

Gloucester Speleological Society 

 

Newsletter: 1966 (Jul, Aug.); 1967 (Jul, Aug, Sep, Oct, Nov, 

Dec.); 1968 (Jan, Feb, Apr. May, Jun, Sep, Oct/Nov, 

Dec.); 1969(Jan-May,Jun/ Jul); 1973 (May, Jul, Sep.); 

1974 (Mar, Apr, May, Sep.); 

 

Grampian Speleological Group 

 

Bulletin: 4 (3, 4, 5). 

 

Hereford Cave Club 

 

Newsletter: 10-14. 

 

Imperial College Caving Club 

 

Expedition to the Cantabrian Mountains. Teverga Asturias, 

1975. 

 

Cave Preservation 

 

Bulletin: 2 (1, 2,) 

 

Cave Research Group 

 

Transactions: 1 (1-3); 2 (1); 4 (2); 6 (2); 7 (1,2); 8 (1,2); 9 

(1 -3); 10 (1 -3); 7 7 (1 -4); 72 (1 -3); 13 (1 -4) 15 (1-4); 

Newsletter: 87, 98-108, (and address list), 109-120, 122, 

123, 134, 

Index to Newsletters 1972-73. 

The Constitution of the C.R.G. of G.B. 

Occ. Pub. No. 5. The Deepest Caves in the World. 1961. 

 

Cerberus Speleological Society 

 

Newsletter: 1962 (Jun. Jul. Aug. Nov. Dec.); 1963(Sep. Oct. 

Nov. Dec.); 1964 (Jan. Feb. Mar. May. Jun. Jul./Aug. 

Sep.); 1965 (1-7); 1966 (8-12); 1967 (13-16); 1968 (18, 

21); 1970 (22-24); 1971 (25, 26); 1972 (27, 28); 1971 

(33, 34); 1974 (35, 37, 38); 1975 (39-43); 1976 (44, 45 

Occ. Pub. 

Committee and members list, May 1962. 

Balch Cave Report, July 1962. 

Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme: Caving and 

Potholing Syllabus, March 1963. 

Letter to the club concerning access to Balch Cave, Sep. 

1063. 

 

Kendal Cave Club 

 

Newsletter: 4 (3); 5 (4-8); 

Journal: 5 (3, 4); 

 

London University Caving Club  

 

Journal: 1-14 

 

Loughhorough University Speleological Team 

 

Lusta: 2. Pet. ‘74. 
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Manchester University Speleological Society 

 

British Expedition Report, Matienzo, 

North Spain, 1974. 

 

Mendip Caver 

 

1-3, (bound); 4 (1); 5 (1-9); 

 

Mendip Caving Group 

 

Newsletter: 34-42, 46-48, 80-76, 79, 81, 87-93, 96-112, 114, 

115, 116. 

Journal: 1962, 1967, 1974. 

 

Mendip Nature Research Council 

 

Newsletter: 25-28, 33-34, 36, 37, 39, 40, 44-66, 68, 69, 71. 

Journal: June. 1970. 

Report: 1914, ‘17, ‘18, ‘24-‘30, ‘32, ‘34-‘37, ‘39- ‘41, ‘47-

‘49. ‘50, ‘57-‘58, ‘65-‘66, ‘69-‘70. 

Occ. Pubs: 

Fifty Years of the M.N.R.C., O.C.Lloyd. 

Account of the discovery... of Swildons Hole,  

The Black Hole. By W. I.Stanton and C.Vowles.  

Obituary. E.L.S. Palmer. 

Account of the M.N.R.C. Station. 

 

Mendip Preservation Society 

 

Newsletter: 1968- 1973. 

 

National Caving Association 

 

Minutes of the A.G.M. 30th Nov. 1974 and other 

miscellaneous items. 

 

Nottingham University Caving Club 

 

Exploration ‘70, Expedition report, the Picos de Europa, 

N. Spain. 

 

Northern Cave Club 

 

Newsletter (Northern Caving): 1 (1, 2); 2 (1); 

 

Northern Pennine Cave Club 

 

Newsletter: 1964 (Nov.); ‘64 (Jan. Mar. May, Jul. Sep. Oct. 

Dec.); ‘67 (Feb. Apr. Oct. Dec.); ‘68 (Jan. Feb. Apr. Jul. 

Oct.); ‘69 (Apr. Jun. Aug.); ‘72 (Sep.); ‘73 (Jul.); ‘74 

(Jan.). 

 

Ordnance Survey Caving and Mountaineering Group 

 

Journal: 1974. 

 

Orpheus Cave Club 

 

Newsletter: 1963 (Mar. May, Jul.); 

New Series: 1 (1-3); 2 (2-4, 7/8, 9-12); 3 (1-6, 7/8, 9-12); 4 

(2-12); 5 (1-12); 6(1-12); 7(3-6,7/8, 9-12);S(l,2, 11,12); 

9(1-6,7/8,9);70(1-6,9,11, 12); 11 (1-4, 10-12); 12 (1-5, 

The Lyre: 4, 1965 

 

 

Pegasus Cave Club 

 

1967 Expedition to the Gouffre Berger.  

 

Plymouth Cave Group  

 

Newsletter: 8-28. 

Special Pubs: No. 2, 3, 4. 

 

Royal Forest of Dean Cave Club 

 

Ireland 1968. 

 

Severn Valley Cave Club 

 

Newsletter: 1963 (Aug. Sep. Oct. Dec.); 1964 (Jan. May); 

1965 (Oct. Nov.); 1966 (?); 1965 (Mar.-Dec.); 1968 

(Feb. Apr. Jun. Jul/ Aug.?); 1970 (Jul. Aug./Sep. 

Dec./Jan.); 1970 (Feb.-Jan.); 1972 (Feb.-Dec.); 1971 

(Jan.-Sep.); 

Journal: 1 1964; 2 ‘65; 3 ‘70; 

 

Sheffield University Speleological Society 

 

Journal: 7; 2; 5; 4; 

 

Shepton Mallet Cave Club 

 

Journal: 3 (1-10); 4 (1, 3-9); 5 (2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10); 6(1, 

List of Pubs; May, ‘66. 

 

South Wales Caving Club 

 

Newsletter: Nos. 1-6, 8-23, 25, 26, 28, 29, 31-33, 35-68, 71, 

73, 75-78. 

Special Pubs: 

S.W.C.C. Constitution and Rules. 

S.W.C.C. 10th Anniversary Pub. 1946-1056.  

Leaders and rules of entry to O.F.D. 1970.  

C.R.O. of S. Wales. 

Caving Knots. 

A Report by C.L. Railton and W.H. Little on experiences 

in O.F.D., Aug. 1951. 

Reflections on Ffynnon Ddu Rescue, Nov. 1951 

 

South West Essex Technical College Cave Club 

 

Speleo: 1 (2); 3 (2/3); 4 (3); 5(1,3); 6(1-3); 7(1- 3); 5(1); 

77(2); 72(1,2); 13 (1, 

Expedition Report, Norway, 1972. 

 

The Speleologist 

 

Journal: 1-4, 6, 6a, 8-20. 

 

Studies in Speleology 

 

1 (4, 5); 

 

University of Bristol Speleological Society 

 

Circulars: 1964 (1, 3); ‘65 (?); ‘66 (1, 3, 4); ‘67 (Feb. Oct.); 

Apr. ‘68; May, ‘69; May, ‘70; 

Newsletter: 1, 2, 3, 4, 

Proceedings: 5 (3); 6(1-3); 7(1-3); 8(2,3); 9(1-3); 10 (1-3); 

11 (1); 12* (1, 2); 13 (1, 2); 14 (1, 
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Pubs: Doolin - St. Catherine’s Caves, O.C. Lloyd On the 

caves of Eire and Mendip. 

Offprints from the Proceedings: 

The Geomorphic History of G.B. Cave, by D.C. Ford. 

Lamb Leer in the 17th century, T.R. Shaw. 

 

University of Leeds Speleological Association 

 

Review: 1, 2, 4-8, 10-12. 

New sheet: 8, 9 

Pubs: Caves of the Alum Pot Area. 

 

University of Leeds Union Speleological Society 

 

Trogazzette: 1963-64. 

 

Wessex Cave Club 

 

Journal: Bound volumes 1-13. 

Duplicate collection unbound. 

Hillgrove and Upper Pitts Logbooks: 1946-52; 1952-54; 

1954-55; 1955-56; 1956-58; 1958; 1959- 63; 1063-65; 

1965-67; 1067-69; 1969-71; 1971-72; 1972-73; 1973-75; 

Minute Books: 1957-61, 1961-69; 

Pubs: 

 

Supplement to Vol. 8 of the Journal. (Logbooks 1954-

63). 

Mendip Karst Hydrology Research Project: Nos. 1, 2 and 

3. 

Great Storms and Floods of July 1968 on Mendip. J.D. 

Hanwell and M.D. Newson.  

Pioneer under the Mendips. W.I. Stanton. 

A Pictorial History of Swildons Hole. P. Davies. 

W.C.C. Expeditionary Work: Picos de Europa. 

 

Westminster Speleological Group 

 

Bulletin: 1963 (May, Aug. Sep. Oct. Dec.); 1963 (Mar. Jun. 

Oct. Dec.); 4 (1 -3,5-12); 5 (1 -12); 6(1-12); 7 (1-5, 7); 8 

(1, 2 

Journal: Jan. ‘56; Jul. ‘56; no further issues published. 

 

Yorkshire Ramblers Club 

 

Journal: 4 (12-14); 5 (16-18); 6 (19, 20,  

 

Yorkshire Subterranean Society 

 

Newsletter: No. 59, Jun. 1974. 

 

 

FOREIGN CAVING CLUB PUBLICATIONS 

 

Australia 

 

AUSTRALIAN GEOGRAPHICAL MAGAZINE 

Walkabout: May 1947, Feb. 1956 (Articles on the Nullarbor Caves). 

SYDNEY UNIVERSITY SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

Journal: May 1950, Jan 1955, Dec 1956, Jun 1957, Dec 1957. 

 

Austria 

 

AUSTRIAN ALPINE CLUB  

Newsletter: No. 37. 1973. 

AUSTRIAN ASSOCIATION OF CAVE EXPLORERS 

Die Hohle: 1955 ‘2, 3, 4); 1956 (1, 2); 1957 (3); 1958 (3, 4); 1967 (4); 

 

Brazil 

 

SOCIEDADE BRAZILEIRA DE ESPELEOLOGIA 

Boletin Informaivo: 6 (7); 1976. 

 

Canada 

 

CANADIAN CAVER 

Journal: 4 (1, 2); 5 (1, 2, 5); 6 (1, 2); 7 (1, 2); 

SPELEO CLUB DE QUEBEC 

Bulletin: 7 (1, 2); 2 (1, 

 

Cuba 

 

ACADEMIA DE CIENCIAS DE CUBA 

Espeleologica Y Carsologica: No. 6 1969 

Pinar del Rio: No 21, 1969. 

 

Czecheslovakia 

 

Speleolog: 1955 (1-2, 3-4); 
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France 

 

ASSOCIATION SPELEOLOGIQUE CHARENTAISE  

Bulletin: No. 33 (‘Pellows’). 

GROUPE SPELEOLOGIQUE CLERVALOIS  

Beunes et Ernpones (Bulletin): 1969, 1970. 

ASSOCIATION SPELEOLOGIQUE DE L’EST 

Bulletin: 4 1967; 5 1968; 8 1971; 

Spelunca: 5 (1-4); 6 (1-4); 7 (1-4); 8 (1-4); 9 (1-4); 11 (1-4); 12 (4); 13 (1, 2, 4); 14 (4);  

Supplement to Spelunca: No 3 Jun. ‘71. No. 14 Apr. ‘74. 

UNION INTERNATIONALE DE SPELEOLOGIE (U.I.S.) 

Bulletin: 1970 (1, 2); 1971 (1, 2); 1972 (2); 1973 (1, 2); 1974 (1, 2); 1975 (1, 2); 

 

Italy 

 

GRUPPO SPELEOLOGICO PIEMONTESE, TORINO 

Grotte: 11 (8); 1959. 

SOCIETA SPELEOLOGICA ITALIANA  

Speleologia Emiliana: 1, 2, 

SPELEO CLUB BOLOGNA  

Sottorterre: 4 (10); 

SPELEO CLUB ROMA 

Notiziario: 1974 (4/5); 1975 (1, 2/3, 4/5); 

Nuova Speleologia: 1975 (2, 3, 4/5); 

 

Lebanon 

 

SPELEO CLUB OU LIBAN 

Al Ouat’ Ouat’: 3-16, 

New Series: I -3, 

‘La Speleologie et le Speleo Club au Liban’: Pamphlet  

 

Netherlands 
 

SPELEO NEDERLAND Journal: 2 (1, 2); 

 

New Zealand 

 

HAMILTON TOMO GROUP Griff, (Newsletter): No. 160 

NEW ZEALAND SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY Bulletin: 

 

Spain 

 

CUADERNOS DE ESPELEOLOGIA 

Publicaciones del patronate de las cuevas prehistorics de la provincia de Santander. 1965.  

 

Switzerland 
 

SOCIETE SUISSE DE SPELEOLOGIE 

Stalactite: 1964. 

Extracts from the bulletin of the S.S.S. 

Gargouilles, 1940. 

Perles des Cavernes, 1942. 

Vasques et Terrasses de Tuf et de Travertine, 1942. 

Le Role des Tufs pour la determination des climats anciens. 1943. 

Le Role des cavernes et des souterraines dans la guerre de partisans. 1943. 

La grotte et le lac souterain de Saint-Leonard (Valais), 1944. 

La Grotte aux cristaux du chatelard Valais. 1944. 

La Grotte de la Crete de Vaas. 1945. 

La Grotte et les sources salees de combiola. 1945. 

Les Lacs souteraines du Valais central. 1946. 

200 Questions de Speleologie - Albert Carozzi (S.S.S.(. Pub. No 1. 
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United States of America 

 

NATIONAL SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

N.S.S. News: 27 (1.12); 2H (1-12); 29 (1-12); 30 (1-12); 31 (1-12); 32 (1-12); 33 (1-12); 34 (1-7, 

Bulletin: 36 (1-4); J7 (1-4); 3H (1-4); 

Nylon Highway: No 5. 1976. 

 

 

 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

 
CAVING 

 

Mendip: 

 

BALCH, H.E. (1914) 

BALCH, H.E. (1926) 

BALCOMBE, G. (1935)  

THORNYCROFT, L.B. (1948)  

THORNYCROFT, L.B. (1949) 

JOHNSON, N. (1967)  

BARRINGTON, N and STANTON,  

DREW, D. and SMITH, D.I. (1975) 

 

 

 

Wookey Hole – its caves and cave dwellers. 

The Caves of Mendip. 

The Log of the Exploration Expedition. 

The Story of Wookey Hole, in fact, fiction and photo. 

The Story of Cheddar, its gorge, caves and ancient history 

A History of Mendip Caving 

The Complete Caves of Mendip 

The Limestones and Caves of the Mendip Hills 

 

Devon: 

 

GERRARD, J. (?) 

 

 

The Story of Kents Caverns, Torquay. 

 

Derbyshire: 

 

FORD, T. D. (?) 

ROYSE, J. (1946) 

 

 

The Story of Treak Cliff Cavern. 

Ancient Castleton Caves. 

 

Yorkshire: 

 

HUTTON, J. (1970) 

 

 

A Tour to the Caves: in the Environs of Ingleborough and Settle. 

(First Pub. 1780). 

 

Cumbria 

 

HOLLAND, E.G. (1960) 

 

 

Underground in Furness. 

 

Ireland: 

 

TRATMAN, E.K. (1969) 

BAKER, E.A. et al. (1907) 

 

 

The Caves of North-West County Clare. 

Cave Explorers, County Fermanagh. 

 

Foreign: 

 

CASTERET, N. (1955) 

CASTERET, N. (1946) 

CASTERET, N. (1947) 

CASTERET, N. (1940) 

IRVING, R.L.G. (1947) 

BOGLI and FRANKE (1967)  

NOUGIER and ROBERT (1958)  

MAURY, J. (1949) 

LAMING, A & ROUSSEL, M (1950) 

BOUQUET, C & MARTI, A. (?)  

JUDSON, D. (1973) 

JIMENEZ, A.N. (1963) 

JONES & RIGBY (?) 

 

 

The Descent of Pierre St. Martin. 

Histoires au-dessous. 

Ten Years Under the Earth. 

My Caves. 

My Caves  

Radient Darkness. 

The Cave of Rouffignac. 

La Grotte du Grand Roc, Les Eyzies. 

La Grotte de Lascaux. 

Cocaliere. 

Ghar Parau. 

Cuba con la Moch ila Hombro. 

Some Caves of Cyprus. 

 

Caves in Austria - Booklet. 

Waitomo Caves, New Zealand - Booklet. 

Mammoth Onyx Caves, Kentucky - Guide. 
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Moravsky Kras (Moravian Karst) Czechoslovakia. (1964) - Booklet. 

Deep down in the Earth, (Moravian Karst) (1960) - Booklet. 
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