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CLUB NEWS 

 

Within this Journal you will find the address given by the Chairman of the 1974 AGM of the National 

Caving Association. From this address you will realise that the role of the NCA is rapidly changing and is 

apparently guided by the few people who are interested in caving politics. 

 

Because we believe that our national body should be controlled by us, the cavers, your committee is 

asking for your views on how the NCA should be run. It is unfortunate that cavers have to be bothered 

with these politics, and also unfortunate that we have to devote so much space in this Journal to a subject 

which is of little interest to the majority of members. 

 

Notice Board 

 

The most important items of the vast quantities of information and minutes circulated by the NCA and 

regional bodies are pinned on the notice board in the Upper Pitts library. 

 

Club Ropes 

 

It is the policy of the club to provide ropes only for top-rope lifelining purposes. In particular, club ropes 

are unsuitable for prussiking or abseiling. 

 

Tackle 

 

There is a new board for signing out tackle borrowed from Upper Pitts. Recently members have been very 

lax in not booking out tackle and not returning it to the store in a clean condition. 

 

Photographs 

 

There will be a photo, salon at this year's BCRA Conference in Manchester on 13th/l4th September. 

Anyone wishing to provide photos for display can get further details from Andy Finch, Speleological 

Society, Athletic Union, University Union, Oxford Road, Manchester 13. There are prizes for the best 

displays. 

 

Television 

 

BBC 2 will be showing a series of caving films on Wednesday evenings at 7.05 pm starting at the 

beginning of April. 

 

Swildon's Book 

 

At the time of writing the production of this book is nearing its final stages. Copies are still available so if 

you know anyone who wants one tell them to contact Phil Davies. 

 

Hut Extension 

 

The base for the extension has been completed thanks to Keith Newbury & Co. 

 

New Members 

 

We welcome for following new members:- 

 

B.C. Davies, 26 Manor Way, Chesham, Bucks. 

R.D. Sutherland, 52J Tocil Flats, University of Warwick, Coventry,CV4 7AL. 

J.R. Felstead, 46 Chippendale Close, High Wycombe, Bucks. 
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G. Peters, 39 Hillcrest Road, Weymouth, Dorset. 

C.G. Bradshaw, 9 Collis Road, Wells, Somerset. 

J.I. Hildick, "Tarnagulla", Old Bristol Road, Priddy, Somerset. 

A.C.J. Watson, 33 St, James Street, Mangotsfield, Bristol, BS17 3HD. 

 

Club Ties and Badges 

 

These are available from Upper Pitts or by post from Ian Jepson, 7 Shelley Road, Beechen Cliff, Bath, 

BA2 4RJ, Avon. 

 

Ties 90p Badges 40p (plus 10p post) 

 

FRIDAY NIGHT CLUB 

 

 

All meets at 7.30 except for those in Wales. 

 

Further details from R„R.Kenney, 'Yennek', St. Marys Road, Meare, Glastonbury. 

Meare Heath 296. 

 

April 18th Cuthberts 

May 2nd Lamb Leer 

May 16th Manor Farm 

May 30th Reads 

June 13th Eastwater 

June 27th Longwood 

July 12th WALES 

July 25th Thrupe 

August 8th Swildons 

August 22nd Cuthberts 

Sept. 5th Cuthberts 

Sept. 20th WALES 

Oct. 3rd Hilliers / Shatter 

Oct. 17th GB 

Oct. 31st Pinetree 

 

* * * * * * * *  
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OBITUARY 

 

Albert Main of Manor Farm, Priddy 

 

Such are the fortunes of life that this obituary could well have been written by 

Herbert Balch more than fifty years ago, by one of the members of the newly 

formed Wessex Cave Club in the thirties or by one of our younger members today. 

 

Born in the 1880's Albert lived and farmed in Priddy all his life, and he must have 

contributed his share to the local gossip concerning the latest phenomenon -- caving. 

Being blessed with such a long life one can only reminisce from an individual point 

of view, but I hope that I can portray some aspects of the man that will be 

recognizable to you all. 

 

Of his personal life we know little, because we always respected his privacy, but his 

public life showed him to be a man of deep faith, who Christian beliefs survived the 

cataclysms of the 20th century and the doubts that assail many of us in middle age. 

 

These beliefs were put to practical use by his awareness of and interest in other 

people. When I started caving during the war there were not many of us on Mendip, 

so perhaps I was able to judge him better than later cavers. I have come out of the 

cave after a short and wet trip to find him waiting in the barn, a fire burning well in 

the grate and a saucepan of hot milk standing to one side. When camping in the field 

by the cave he would come along to see that we were feeding ourselves properly. 

During the summer months he would ask us to walk around by the Church to the 

cave -- and then explain kindly why random footpaths would damage his hay. One 

can well imagine that any rescue incident in Swildons Hole must have upset him and 

I am sure that the leading members of MRO have many memories of him. 

 

In later years he did his best to prevent the regulars from paying their shillings -- but 

rumour had it that he gave all the cave money to St. Lawrence Church so we pressed 

him to take it. 

 

He was ably supported by his wife, who died many years ago when I was overseas. 

She was a firm character and told cavers exactly where they could change and what 

they must not do. We camped once when bread rationing was being introduced. She 

didn't intend having anything to do with the scheme -- and then the frantic rush back 

to Wells for the points when the baker called and wanted to know what was going 

on. 

 

The funeral at St. Lawrence Church was attended by many cavers. Some had only 

just arrived on Mendip for their normal weekend activities and were totally 

unprepared in respect of clothes. Such was our affection for the man that they 

formed part of the Congregation. After the service Jack Main invited all of us back 

to Manor Farm, a gesture that will long be remembered. There were no floral 

tributes but donations were received by the Church. 

 

An honourable man, or as his son Jack said to me after the funeral, "Albert was a 

patient man". I shall remember him as long as I tramp the fields of Priddy. 

 

Richard Kenney 
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I thought this article may be of interest to members who do not see the "Guardian". It is reproduced in the 

W.C.C. Journal by kind permission of the Editor of the "Guardian". 

 

F.W. Frost 

 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

 

Thrupe Lane 

 

Following weeks of heavy rain, the main depression at Thrupe Lane Swallet sank a further 8' during the 

night of the 14th March, leaving the old shaft high and dry once again. The collapse is occurring upstream 

of Butt’s Chamber in an impenetrable boulder ruckle, and none of the collapse debris is seen 

underground. 

 

The mining operations to provide a new entrance to the cave are now well advanced. A 10' long adit has 

been driven into the cliff face and a shaft sunk for 12'. The shaft should break into the roof of the entrance 

rift just in front of the gate at a depth of 25'. 

 

Work is also in progress to enlarge a tiny draughting passage on the right hand side of the entrance rift, in 

the hope that it will lead into the high avens of the Marble Chamber/Atlas Pot area. If a connection is 

made it should prove to be a very sporting round trip. 

 

Rhino Rift 

 

Alan Mills has reached a small passage which enters the big shaft at a point half way down the second 

pitch. The passage ends after a hundred feet in a small chamber with a floor of loose boulders which 

offers good digging prospects. 

 

East End Sink 

 

This site, 500 yards east of Stoke Lane Slocker, used to be a nondescript, brushwood-choked swallet, 

typical of many on Eastern Mendip. Recently, however, a nearby quarry began to encroach on its 

conjectured line of drainage to St- Dunstan's Well, and the quarry company and water authorities became 

concerned over the prospects of intercepting an underground streamway. 

 

In conjunction with local cavers, the quarry company set about uncovering the swallet cave and brought 

in a J.C.B, to excavate a pit 20' across and 10' deep. The water was observed to sink into a narrow rift, but 

massive jammed and overhanging boulders have so far prevented diggers from entering the cave. 

 

Hunting Lodge Slocker, a few yards further west, may provide an alternative entrance to the system, and 

it is understood that the quarry company is willing to supply a powered winch to enable work to be 

resumed there. 

 

LATE NEWS 

 

Correction to B.E.C. Publications Editor address, Chris Howell, 131 SANDON Road, Birmingham, B17 

8HA. 

 

Publication No. 6 now out of print. 

New item No. 9. 'Some Smaller Mendip Caves (Vol.2)'. 

Wavering Down caves. 

 

P & P on all items now 15p. 

 



 

168 

 

MENDIP RESCUE ORGANIZATION 

 

Cave Rescues and Incidents for the year ending 31st January 1975 

 

Recent surveys estimate that about 600 people go down Mendip caves during the average week. If so, 

then the eight calls for help to M.R.O. this year shows that only a minute fraction of the local caving 

community gets into trouble. Indeed, alerts owing to a lack of information about trips being undertaken 

account for five of these calls. Only one incident has involved injuries. In addition to the eight local call-

outs, M.R.O. has been stood by twice in case rescuers in neighbouring caving areas needed assistance on 

long searches for missing cavers in lengthy systems. 

 

The following log of all ten incidents is based upon the reports and field notes submitted by the wardens 

involved. 

 

Sunday 3rd February 1974 Eastwater Cavern 

The Police called Howard Kenney at 8.20 p.m. to inform him that a party of eight cavers from Culham 

College Mountaineering and Caving Club were overdue having been down the cave since 1 p.m. Kenney 

alerted local wardens and Wessex rescuers in Bristol. Dave Irwin went to Eastwater to rendezvous with 

the Police patrol at the scene. 

 

At 8.50 p.m. Kenney was contacted from Priddy with a message that the party had surfaced. The watch 

they were carrying had broken and the party had taken longer than expected in getting up the Second 

Vertical. 

 

Saturday 15th June 1974 Agen Allwedd 

Dr. Oliver Lloyd was rung up at about mid-night by the Crickhowell Police and cave rescuers at 

Llangattock to say that Roger Solari had been lost in Downstream Sump 4. He was asked to take diving 

tackle and as many cylinders of air as possible to the scene. He decided to take the Mark 2 Sump Rescue 

Apparatus and, since this meant that there was a possibility of its being not available for Mendip, he 

contacted Howard Kenney to tell him what he was doing. 

 

Lloyd reached Whitewalls at about 2 a.m. on the Sunday and reports that the position was regarded as 

hopeless by this time and that urgency was evaporating. He left six 40 ft cylinders and some diving 

equipment and returned to Bristol with the Sump Rescue Apparatus. Howard Kenney was contacted and 

informed of the situation. 

 

The full report of this rescue has been published by the Gwent Cave Rescue Team. 

 

Saturday 29th June 1974 Lamb Leer 

Wells Police contacted Jim Hanwell at 5.30 p.m. to inform him of an accident in Lamb Leer which had 

been reported via the Police Headquarters in Bath. Howard Kenney's telephone was out of order. Hanwell 

was asked to phone Bath for details. On doing so, he learnt that an emergency call had come from the 

Wells Way Inn, Harptree, reporting that "two cavers had fallen down a pitch and were badly injured". An 

ambulance and patrol car had been sent to the cave but details of the party, exact location and extent of 

injuries were unknown. The informant had returned to the cave to give assistance. Hanwell was obliged to 

assume the worst since, if those involved had fallen at the Main (65 ft) Pitch, then severe injuries to both 

were indicated. He alerted Tim Reynolds immediately and they jointly mounted a full call-out from 

Wookey Hole. 

 

Nigel Taylor was contacted at the Belfry at 5.40 p.m. and requested to raise an advance B.E.C. party with 

full rescue kit and to scramble Wessex cavers from nearby Upper Pitts. Dave Irwin was phoned at Priddy 

by 5.45 p.m. and asked to go to the cave immediately to co-ordinate with ambulance, Police and rescue 

parties. He would organise and control the operation from the surface and report details of the incident as 

soon as possible. Irwin reached the cave at 5.55 p.m. and sent three from the Belfry party underground at 



 

169 

 

6.05 p.m. with instructions for Graham Wilton-Jones to assess the situation and report back. 

 

Dr. Donald Thomson was known to be away on holiday and, as medical help was clearly essential with 

two possible patients, Hanwell and Reynolds rang for other Medical Wardens. Regretfully, Dr. Stanley 

Canicott at Cheddar was otherwise engaged and Dr. Michael Glanvill at Chard was unwell. Eventually, 

Dr. Bob Everton was alerted at Lawrence Weston at 5.50 p.m. and agreed to leave immediately; he 

reached Lamb Leer by 6 .45 p.m. Attempts for back-up assistance from non-caving doctors in the Wells 

area proved unsuccessful. After alerting other wardens available, Hanwell and Reynolds went to the cave 

together arriving there at 6.15 p.m. By this time, many cavers had assembled and were being detailed into 

rescue teams. 

 

At 6.25 p.m., Wilton-Jones surfaced with the main details. A party comprising Phil Hendy, Wally 

Willcocks, Richard Bainbridge, Alison Hooper and Pete Moody, all members of the Wessex Cave Club, 

had been coming out of the cave late in the afternoon. Hendy climbed the Main Pitch first and awaited 

Willcocks' arrival. Near the over-hang, however, Willcocks fell from the ladder, landing on the steep 

boulder slope below and sustaining severe bruising which immobilised him for a long time. At the same 

time, Bainbridge had fallen headlong down the boulder slope at the foot of the pitch. He was reported to 

be unconscious with critical head injuries and breathing difficulties. These incidents occurred at about 

4.50 p.m. Immediately, Hendy left the cave to raise the alarm. Being without transport, he ran in full kit to 

the nearest telephone at the Wells Way Inn; a distance of a mile. In doing this, he crossed into the new 

County of Avon and his call went to Bath. 

 

Aubrey Newport led a party of three into the cave at 6.25 p.m. with hauling ropes and carrying sheet. 

Brian Prewer followed with telephones at 6.30 p.m. Irwin advised the Bath ambulance crew and Police of 

the situation and, since Dr. Everton had not yet arrived, Michael Chivers commendably volunteered his 

services. It was his first time underground. He descended the cave with Tim Reynolds at 6.45 p.m. to 

render First Aid and to assist in recovering both patients from the bottom of the pitch. Dr. Everton arrived 

and followed them underground five minutes later. Other parties ferried medical supplies and treatments 

commenced about 7 p.m. Tony Knibbs drove to the Belfry Depot for additional equipment. 

 

Willcocks was assisted, shaken but unharmed, from the cave at 7.20 p.m. Meanwhile, Bainbridge was 

fitted into a spinal splint and wrapped in blankets by Everton and Chivers. Reynolds secured the carrying 

sheet. Oxygen equipment was requested at 7.35 p.m. to assist the patient's breathing- in preparation for 

his journey up the pitch and out of the cave. This was supplied by Dr. Roger Snook of Accident and 

Ambulance Research. Having heard of the incident over his radio, he stood by maintaining a doctor-to-

doctor link by telephone from patient to surface. Hanwell and Woodward went underground at 7.50 p.m. 

to organise the hauling from the top of the Main Pitch. Since it was thought prudent to have medical 

assistance to hand immediately Bainbridge arrived at the head of the pitch, Dr. Snook agreed to undertake 

this although he had not been caving before. 

 

Hauling on the Main Pitch commenced at 8.35 p.m. when the patient had been treated and was considered 

to be capable of coping with the journey. He arrived at the top of the pitch at 8.45 p.m. and was 

immediately attended by Dr. Snook who fitted an endotracheal tube to assist the patient's breathing on the 

remainder of trip out. Apart from the awkward angles of the fixed ladders in the Entrance Shaft, this 

proved straightforward. Bainbridge was out of the cave by 9.10 p.m. and left by ambulance for Frenchay 

Hospital at 9.15 p.m. 

 

The cave was cleared and the farmer thanked for permitting vehicles to use his field. During the rescue, 

invaluable and speedy assistance was willingly volunteered by over fifty cavers. Michael Chivers of the 

ambulance service and Dr. Snook could not have had a more timely and effective introduction to caving. 

 

Saturday 21st September Mangle Hole 

Cavers attending the dinner following the Cave Rescue Conference at Wells were contacted by Wells 

Police concerning a call for help regarding four youths two hours overdue on an evening trip down 
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Mangle Hole. Jim Hanwell phoned Weston-s-Mare Police and was given full details of the alert. He then 

contacted the informant, Mr. Peter Best, at Lyncombe Lodge, Churchill, who confirmed that Dean 

Maggs, Mark Smith, Ian Tadd and Alan Taylor from Bristol should have been out of the cave at 8 p.m. 

Not being a caver, he was worried about their lamps failing and the effects of a recent rainstorm. 

 

Hanwell requested Brian Prewer, Nigel Taylor, Bob Frost, John Ham and John Westlake to go to the cave 

and organise a search. They left Wells at 10.40 p.m. and were backed up by a Border Caving Group party 

led by Eric Catherine. On arriving, Prewer found that the overdue party had surfaced. This information 

was passed to the Weston-s-Mare Police and a stand-down completed by 11 p.m. 

 

Sunday 13th October 1974 Box Stone Mines 

Howard Kenney was telephoned by Frome Police about 7.30 p.m. and informed that they had been 

advised by Michael Collins, Bristol, that a rescue was being conducted for school children lost in the 

mines. A master and four lads from Eagle House School, Bath, had gone into the system about 3.30 p.m. 

via the Back Door entrance and Cathedral section. When the party had failed to turn up for tea by 6 p.m., 

the school had contacted Collins who had helped them in the past on several trips to the mines. Corsham 

Police, Wiltshire, were alerted and took charge of the search with local cavers. 

 

Kenney conferred with Jim Hanwell and they agreed that the Wiltshire Police should be contacted and 

asked whether M.R.O. help and equipment was required. The Police thanked Kenney when he rang them 

but said that the matter was being handled locally and that they would contact him further if help was 

necessary. Thus, M.R.O. was not officially called though Collins kept Kenney informed of progress from 

time to time. 

 

At 10 p.m. it is understood that only a small group of cavers were involved in the search and half an hour 

later Devizes Division Police contacted Kenney requesting that M.R.O. provided lights. On contacting 

Collins at the scene he was told that ten people were searching various parts of the system in pairs but that 

their lights were running down. Kenney agreed to provide fresh lights as soon as possible and contacted 

Hanwell and Prewer who went to the Belfry Depot immediately. Twelve lamps, carbide, comforts box 

and First Aid equipment were taken by Kenney directly to Wiltshire and he reached Box just before mid-

night. Hanwell and Prewer remained by the Belfry telephone. During Kenney’s journey the missing 

school party were located unharmed in a side passage off the Cathedral section. It is reported that their 

lights had failed. 

 

The departure from the well-rehearsed channels of requesting wardens to organise rescues in this area 

caused confusion. If M.R.O. is merely told to stand by, then that is all it can do officially. 

 

Saturday 26th October 1974 Goatchurch Cavern 

Howard Kenney was telephoned by Frome Police at 6 p.m. and told that a Mr. Butterfield from Filton 

Technical College had contacted them to say that he had been on a trip down the cave and could not get in 

touch with his friend in Bristol to report that his party had surfaced. He was concerned should this person 

call out M.R.O. owing to the breakdown of his arrangements to report back. 

 

This incident highlights the need to make careful arrangements in recording all trips. The Emergency Call 

system must not be used for general information. 

 

Saturday 16th November 1974 Swildons Hole 

Jim Hanwell received a call from the Police at 5.30 p.m. informing him that a girl was trapped on the far 

side of Sump I and unwilling to dive out. On telephoning the informant at Priddy, he was told that a 

Chelsea Speleological Society party had gone down the cave at 11.0 a.m., splitting up into teams doing a 

Round Trip and to the Black Hole. The latter party returned to the Sump about 3.0 p.m. but Helen Heath-

Coleman declined to go through. It was her first caving trip involving sumps and, probably because her 

newish wet suit made her very buoyant, she hit the roof on her first dive and then decided to sit tight 

unable to rationalise the predicament. As others in the party became tired, they left Helen with a 
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companion and came out to raise the alarm. 

 

Hanwell contacted Tim Reynolds who went to Priddy to organise an advance party of rescuers. Hanwell 

fetched Fred Davies and they discussed tactics en route to Priddy. If Helen was unwilling to free-dive out 

with Davies present, breathing apparatus would be offered and, failing this, she would be brought out via 

Double Troubles. Only if she was physically exhausted would the Sump Rescue Apparatus be called for. 

 

A Wessex C.C. party went down the cave with comforts boxes at 5.45 p.m. followed by a second pair 

carrying demand value and air bottle on loan from Martin Bishop. Meanwhile, Mike O'Connor and a 

Dorset Caving Group party chanced across Helen and her companion at Sump I. Davies went down the 

cave at 6.20 p.m. Derek Stead went to Wookey Hole and alerted Oliver Lloyd in case the Sump Rescue 

Apparatus was required. Other Wessex cavers were told to stand by in Bristol. 

 

After being dressed in a dry wet suit and warmed with hot water bottles and soups, Helen was given a 

quick diving lesson by Fred Davies. Weights were fetched from Sump II. After a practice immersion 

using Bishop's B.A., Helen was towed through the sump. By 8.30 p.m. she was out of the cave and 

everyone was stood down. A welcome hot shower was taken at Fountain Cottage and the residents there 

kindly gave the rescuers hospitality. 

 

Saturday 23rd November 1974 Sludge Pit 

Frome Police rang Howard Kenney at 3.45p.m. to report that a Mr. Sylvester had informed them of a 

vehicle parked in Eastwater Lane with a note on it which read "Into Sludge Pit hole at 11.35 a.m. due out 

at 1.35 p.m. Five members in party". He had felt that two hours overdue on such a trip was ominous and 

so contacted the Police. 

 

Kenney experienced delays in alerting cavers at this time of day and, before his call-out was under way, a 

Police patrol car at the scene reported that the party had surfaced. A Portsmouth Polytechnic Caving Club 

party led by William G. Haynes had found that there was a queue at the Entrance Pitch on arriving at 

Sludge Pit and so had gone down Nine Barrows Swallet instead. They forgot to alter the notice left on 

their car. Kenney went to Eastwater Lane and pointed out to those concerned that such thoughtlessness 

had caused a needless fuss. Indeed, had a rescue been necessary, the information left on the car would 

have been dangerously misleading! 

 

Sunday 8th December 1974 Sidcot Swallet 

A party from Culham College Caving and Mountaineering Club entered the cave at 1.30 p.m. led by 

Bruce Fraser. One of their members became stuck in the Boot Hole and, after trying for about an hour and 

a half to free him, Fraser came out and raised the alarm. Later, the rest of the party surfaced leaving a girl 

with the stuck caver. 

 

Frome Police telephoned Howard Kenney at 6.45 p.m. and Kenney was able to contact Fraser at 

Burrington for full details. He then alerted Martin Bishop, Philip Davies, Mike Palmer, Richard 

Stephenson, Brian Milton and Brian Prewer and requested them to go to the cave. Davies was the first to 

arrive and found that the person concerned had just managed to get through the squeeze on his own. He 

was assisted out of the cave by 7.40 p.m. and Kenney stood down everyone soon afterwards. 

 

Wednesday 1st January 1975 General Alert 

At 11.20 p.m., Wells Police received a call from a Mr. Hellyer, Bristol, to the effect that his son had left 

home at 10 a.m. that day to go down Swildons Hole with friends. He was worried because he had not 

returned. Just as Frome Police were about to alert M.R.O., the informant contacted Wells again to say that 

his son had returned home having got out of the cave at 9.30 p.m. 

 

The caver concerned had been underground with a party led by Roger Tucker and it appears that the 

parents were given no details of the proposed trip or expected time of returning home. 
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Because of the number of incidents which have been concerned with a lack of information about trips, 

cavers are urged to make clear instructions available to all concerned before and after every expedition. In 

the event of a call-out, scanty or misleading information makes M.R.O's job very difficult. 

 

J. D. Hanwell, 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, 

Mendip Rescue Organization, 

"Chaumbey", 

50 Wells Road, Wookey Hole, 

Wells, BA5 IDN 

Somerset 

February 1975 

 

 

 

 

 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR. 

 

Cidade University  

Sao Paulo 

Brasil 

8th January 1975 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

Many are the enjoyable hours spent perusing through my Wessex magazine. May I suggest a small space 

be allocated for letters commenting on earlier articles. 

 

I would like to commend the article "Cave Photography" by B.L. Milton (Volume 13 No. 155) and in 

passing would like to make a few observations. I feel that insufficient emphasis was given to the "open 

shutter technique". Whenever possible I use this method, since it eliminates the possibility of confusion 

with flash leads, and I have always obtained very satisfactory results - I hope readers will have an 

opportunity to comment on this when. I give a slide show of Brazilian caves to the Wessex Cave Club in 

1976. Correct angling of the flash unit with respect to the camera cannot be over-emphasised, since this 

makes or breaks a shot. The actual angle for optimum results is dependent on the subject. For detailed 

shots, in which a low stop will be used to defocus the background, precise focussing is critical and in my 

experience illumination of the subject by a bright well-focussed torch, rather than a candle or acetylene 

lamp, is almost essential. For obvious reasons the use of a tape measure or ruler is not always possible. A 

further small point is that careful use of "cave fug" (produced by sweating cavers and rotting clothes) can 

produce a most interesting and agreeable effect. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Lao Holland. 
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SARUM INLET, MANOR FARM SWALLET 

 

by Richard Websell 

 

In July 1974, the Salisbury Caving Group, Adrian Vanderplank and myself decided to go down Manor 

Farm Swallet to attack a small hole which Adrian and I had noticed previously. Armed with lump 

hammer and chisel we set to work on the hole which is located about 20' above the streamway in the 

inclined rift below Ham's Corner and emits a small trickle of water. 

 

It took a few hours and some help from Phil Hendy to enlarge the hole until it was passable. Beyond this 

initial squeeze was a small chamber with another squeeze leading to a crawl which enters a well 

decorated chamber with a superb boss. The passage was further blocked below the boss but was quickly 

dug out and a squeeze passed into more passage ending in an aven. 

 

The following day we returned and enlarged the squeeze below the boss which we subsequently named 

Rectum Wriggle due to its tightness and contents. Beyond this the passage continued as an awkward rift 

with more squeezes ending at the aven which was named El San. This was climbed with little difficulty to 

enter a small streamway at the top which soon ended in a rock constriction. 

 

We did not get around to surveying the inlet until the 21st December due to general apathy and 

unwillingness to return to this scented place. The survey was made using a Suunto compass and 

clinometer read to the nearest half a degree and a tape read to the nearest 6 inches. All measurements 

were converted to metres for the survey. On this visit Rectum Wriggle had to be re-dug before it could be 

passed, and it has been found to fill completely with mud and cowsh on subsequent visits which makes 

nasty digging. 

 

The length of the extension is 48 metres or 150 feet approximately, which brings the total length of the 

cave to just over 3000'. The inlet follows the same trend as the inclined rift, being slightly offset to the 

east of it and at a higher level. It also appears that the inlet once flowed into NHASA Gallery as there is 

an aural connection with it, though the way on is impassable. 

 

As a caving trip Sarum Inlet is relatively easy but some parts are awkward and could be tight for large 

people, the entire inlet having five squeezes in all. The place is also very cowshy so it would be advisable 

to disinfect any cuts. 

 

All that should put anybody off, but the place is worth visiting if only to add a bit of variety to a trip down 

Manor. 

 

The dig at the end has not been thoroughly pushed but it seems that passage beyond will only get smaller 

and no significant extension could be made. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE FUTURE OF THE NATIONAL CAVING ASSOCIATION 

 

Whether you like it or not, cave politics affect you; future developments could alter the tackle you use, 

the way you go caving, even the ease with which you get access to caves. Fears are growing that the NCA 

could be acting more on its own initiative, without regard for, or even prior consultation with, regional 

councils. These fears were expressed by most of the delegates at the recent Council of Southern Caving 

Clubs meeting on March 22nd. 

 

Unless you, the grass roots caver, let the club committee, and hence the CSCC, know your views, you 

will be in no position to complain if you are faced with increased restrictions on your freedom to cave in 

the future. Cavers are not noted for their interest in the political scene, but all caving executives, from 

club committee to NCA level, have been elected on your behalf to run caving in the way you want it to 

go. 

 

The two articles reprinted in this Journal put forward two views on the way the NCA should develop. 

Should the National Caving Association carry on with the job as the executive wants to, or should we, the 

grass roots cavers, make the decisions and use the NCA executive to carry them out? And don't be in any 

doubt - the NCA's current plans will need greater financial aid - from the Government, from regional 

councils, and ultimately you the individual. 

 

Your views count; you are the person who goes caving. Without knowledge of your opinions, we cannot 

hope to further caving in the way you want it to go. Please spare the time to read these articles and 

complete the questionnaire form. These are questions you should have been asking us. Now we're asking 

you. You won't need to give up any valuable caving time to complete this form, but should you ignore it, 

you may see caving change in a way you never thought possible. And these changes might not necessarily 

be for the better. 

P.G. Hendy. 

 

NATIONAL CAVING ASSOCIATION 

 

LIST OF MEMBERS AS AT NOVEMBER 1974 

 

The following are full members of the National Caving Association  

 

Cambrian Caving Council 

Frank Bagulay, 15 Elm Grove, Gadlys, Aberdare, Mid Glam. CF44 8DN. 

 

Council of Northern Caving Clubs 

J. Roger Sutcliffe, 16 Ryelands Grove, Bingley Road, Bradford, BD9 6HJ. 

(Hon. Sec. J. Rasdell, 6 Monkroyd Ave., Barnoldswick, Via Colne, Lancs. BB8 5PZ).  

(Circulation via Sports Council, Mrs. A. Twemlow, Byron House, Quay St., Manchester, M35FJ). 

 

Council of Southern Caving Clubs 

Tim Reynolds, 40 Wells Road, Wookey Hole, Wells, Somerset, BA5 1DN. 

 

Derbyshire Caving Association 

Jenny Potts, 3 Greenway, Hulland Ward, Derby, DE6 3FE. 

 

William Pengelly Cave Studies Trust 

John Wilmut, 80 De Beauvoir Road, Reading, RG1 5NP. 

 

British Cave Reasearch Association 

D.M. Judson, Bethel Gree, Calderbrook Road, Littleborough, Lancs. OL15 9ND. 
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Cave Diving Group 

Martin Bishop, Bishop’s Cottage, The Bath, Priddy, Nr. Wells, Somerset. 

 

Cave Rescue Council 

Bill Wilkes, "Anvil Rise", 10 Elms Road, Govilon, Abergavenny, Gwent NP7 9PH. 

 

British Association of Caving Instructors 

Sam Cook, Bewerley Part Outdoor Pursuits Centre, Pateley Bridhe, Harrogate, Yorks. (Circulation via 

Sports Council, Miss A. Murphy, 5 St.Paul's St., Leeds, LS1 2JG, 

 

The Association also maintains contact with the following who are not members of the Association:- 

 

Cave Leadership Training Board 5 St, Paul's St., Leeds, LS1 2JG. 

(N.C.A's nominee on the board is Boyd Potts, 3 Greenway, Hulland Ward, Derby DE6 3FE) 

 

Irish Caving Club 

Johnston Dixon, 91 Mount Merrion Ave., Belfast, BT6 OFL. Northern Ireland. 

 

Speleological Union of Ireland and Irish Speleological Association 

C/o 1 Sweetman's Ave., Blackrock, Co. Dublin, Repulic of Ireland. 

 

Ad Hoc Committee for the 1977 International Speleological Congress 

Malcolm Newson, Forester's Lodge, Lwyn-y-Gog, Staylittle, Llanbrynmair, Monts. 

 

The Nature Conservancy Council 

Dr. G. Black, Foxhold House, Thornford Road, Crookham Common, Newbury, Berks. 

 

The Sports Council 

Mr. F. Briscoe, 70 Brompton Road, Knightsbridge, London S.W.3 1EX. 

 

National Caving Association,  

c/o Dept, of Geography, 

University of Birmingham, 

Box 363, Birmingham 15. 

 

NATIONAL CAVING ASSOCIATION 

 

Shortened version of Chairman's Address to 1974 A.G.M. 

 

The N.C.A., being a relatively new body in its present format, has no constitutional precedent for a 

Chairman's Address. Nevertheless I intend to deliver one this year, as I did last year, to bring to your 

attention various matters that, in my own personal view, need to be thought about now. These ideas are, I 

stress, my own, and are not necessarily the official views of the Executive Committee, but your reaction 

to them will certainly guide your next Executive Committee in its thinking and actions. 

 

The need for a paid Executive Officer 

As you will have seen from the Officers' Reports, all members of the Executive and Social Committees 

have been extremely active on your behalf. In addition I have attended several mid-week meetings with 

members of the Staff of the Sports Council that the relevant officers of N.C.A. could not take time off to 

attend. No further increase in this workload is possible, and in view of the rapid rise in the cost of travel 

less is likely to be carried out. When this is considered in conjunction with the fact that most professional 

sports administrators not unnaturally prefer to fix meetings during normal office hours, then we have a 

situation which I believe can only be resolved by appointing a paid Executive or Administrative Officer 

(possibly part-time at first) who would be empowered to employ part-time secretarial assistance. We must 



 

177 

 

now begin to think along these lines if the role of N.C.A. is to continue to develop; if we are to make the 

best use of the finance and facilities available; and if we are to do much more for caving clubs. This paid 

official could carry out the wishes of the Executive Committee and Special Groups; could travel around 

the country attending meetings of all constituent bodies, to answer and ask questions of members. He 

could meet the Sports Council and Local Authorities during working hours, and help to find further 

financial aid for projects which we can not yet start for lack of funds. He could also arrange to take the 

minutes of all meetings, with the help of appropriate skilled staff, and arrange for these to be typed, 

duplicated, addressed and posted: all of which we do ourselves at the moment and which take up so much 

of our time. 

 

Whernside Manor 

Acting on your instructions at the last A.G.M., we have supported the Scout Association's application for 

grant aid. No direct grant is possible, as the Scouts already receive a Government grant from another 

source, but it has proved possible to work out a formula whereby N.C.A. in effect hires the whole 

facilities of Whernside for certain types of approved course. N.C.A. will receive the income from these 

courses, and will pay the Scouts a hire fee for running them. The Sports Council is willing to make up the 

deficit by way of ear-marked grants up to a total of 75% of the total cost. The Treasurer will be seeking 

your approval to pay the Scout Association £350 for approved courses held in 1974. The Scout 

Association have set up an Advisory Committee to help them run Whernside Manor, and have invited me 

to chair this committee, which is made up of representatives of local interests, Scout and non-Scout, and 

the Warden and Scout H.Q. staff. I seek the approval of this meeting for my acceptance of this invitation. 

 

A very recent development concerning Whernside Manor which I heard about only this week is that the 

Scout Association has decided to close down the centre if, by the middle of 1975, grant aid is not seen to 

be forthcoming to make up the deficit on running costs. At the present time, this deficit appears to be 

running at £10 – 15,000 per annum, and they feel unable to subsidise the centre by this amount any 

longer. (Despite the size of this deficit, it is a smaller proportion of the total expenditure than that of any 

other centre of comparable size). I personally find this state of affairs totally unacceptable in the view of 

the amount of work that has been put into establishing and running courses at Whernside by the staff and 

voluntary instructors. We must not let this centre close down. There are, as I see it, three alternatives. 

 

Firstly, we could allow the centre to close. I hope you will agree with me in rejecting this alternative. 

Secondly we could persuade some other agency to take it over from the Scout Association and continue to 

subsidise the courses; possible contenders for this role might be the Yorkshire Dales National Park, or 

possibly a consortium of local authorities. The third, and most unlikely alternative, is that either N.C.A. or 

C.N.C.C. could obtain a lease of Whernside Manor for say 10 years, on nominal terms if the Scout 

Association were relieved of the ongoing costs. We could then run our own courses. 

 

These are some of the options open, and I believe that each and every one should be thoroughly 

investigated and a decision reached as to which is in the best interests of caving and cavers. The next 

Executive Committee would welcome some guidance as to which line they should persue. I hope that you 

will instruct your next Executive Committee, as a matter of urgency, to communicate your surprise, shock 

and dismay to the Scout Association over their decision to close Whernside, and to offer the aid of N.C.A. 

to help try and find a way of keeping the centre open. 

 

Sources of finance 

Looking through the balance sheets, at the pattern of income and expenditure year by year, it is very 

evident that all constituent bodies of N.C.A. have ideas, plans and schemes for new development, which 

are continually frustrated by lack of funds. The Sports Council grant pays up to 75% of some projects, but 

we still have to find the remaining 25%. Added to this, the ever-present risk to caves through quarrying 

operations means that we will shortly be facing at least one major rescue operation, and its attendant 

expense, each year. In my opinion each region, as a matter of the highest priority, should attempt to set in 

motion some project that will ensure an ongoing and increasing source of cash. One possible way of 

achieving this would be to obtain and develop a suitable show cave in each region which would be run 
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by, and for, each regional council. Show caves can be very profitable businesses, and can quickly repay 

the capital outlay necessary to install paths, lighting etc. Thereafter, they provide a regular, reasonable 

profit which ought to be ploughed back into caving. This would enable each region to undertake many 

more projects and to contribute to a far larger degree to national projects (such as 25% of the cost of a 

paid professional officer) without digging too deeply into members’ pockets. Each region needs to think 

of ways and means of raising £2000 - £5000 per annum. One way of putting this into perspective is to 

consider that a sum of this order could be raised by a region with no difficulty if each caver in that region 

were to deny himself one pint or one packet of cigarettes per weekend per month, and to donate that 

money instead to a regional appeal fund, I welcome your views on these topics that I have mentioned. 

 

R.R. Glover. 

 

 

 

THE N.C.A. - WHERE NOW? 

 

by Tim Reynolds 

 

At the recent N.C.A. Annual Meeting held in Wells the Chairman in his address put forward the view that 

the N.C.A. would soon have to give serious consideration to employing some form of paid staff. This 

suggestion has come only a short time after the N.C.A. was set up as the national body for caving in 

November 1969. In view of the wide implications of this suggestion, and the fact that it comes at a time 

when the full effects of the existence of the N.C.A. are only just being appreciated by club cavers, it 

would appear to be a good time to pause for thought before cavers suddenly find themselves with an 

organisation of a type which they do not want. During its brief career as a national body the N.C.A. has 

already moved through the two stages of organisation and now appears to be about to move onto a third. 

These stages are as follows: - 

 

Stage 1 - as a loose collection of autonomous organisations to (a) speak with one voice on caving matters 

and (b) act as a body so that a grant could be obtained from the Sports Council. 

 

Stage 2 - as a body to deal with all of the Stage 1 functions and in addition to (a) look into problems 

raised by constituent bodies and (b) deal with day to day contact with the Sports Council and other 

outside organisations. 

 

Stage 3 - as a body to deal with all the Stage 2 functions and in addition to set standards and procedures 

for caving in its various forms. 

 

The N.C.A. developed rapidly from Stage 1 to Stage 2, and now the combination of the remarks in the 

Chairman's Address and the formation of the Equipment Special Committee indicate that it could be 

moving into the Stage 3 category. In view of the considerably increased workload that an organisation of 

this type would produce, the Chairman’s remarks about fully paid staff make a lot of sense. But, before 

this step is taken, the caving community as a whole should consider whether they want to take this step. 

 

At this point it is perhaps useful to pause and consider the financial aspects involved. In the past this has 

been difficult because the Sports Council appear to have been uncertain as to the amount of grant they 

could give to the N.C.A. This now seems to have been resolved, but the problems that have arisen with 

the grant from the Sports Council must raise questions as to the advisability of the N.C.A. making long 

term financial plans when the basis of that finance is subject to instant and unpredictable changes. The 

present system is that the Sports Council will provide grant aid to the extent of 75% of administrative, 

access and training expenditure and 50% of equipment expenditure. This means that each constituent 

body has to find from its own resources the following expenditure? (i) 25% of the administrative costs of 

the N.C.A. Executive and Special Committees plus all the non-grantable costs (e.g. travelling) and (ii) 

25% of its own grantable costs plus its own non-grantable costs. The constituent bodies' share of the 
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N.C.A.'s costs is financed by the subscriptions paid by those bodies to the N.C.A. which for 1974/75 are 

£35 for each regional council. In simple cash terms this means that in order to benefit in 1974/75 each 

regional council must incur £46 of grantable expenditure - up to that point its subscription to the N.C.A. 

will exceed its grant. In previous years the costs of the regional councils have been above this level, but it 

could be argued that these costs are (a) the administration necessary to run the regional councils which 

would not be required if there were no N.C.A. and (b) only incurred because the grant is available to meet 

75% of them. This however is something which can only be assessed by individual councils. But, it is 

worth remembering that the employment of any fully paid staff by the N.C.A. would considerably 

increase the subscriptions paid by the constituent bodies to the N.C.A. 

 

Now to the organisation of the N.C.A. At present the N.C.A. has the following constituents:- an Annual 

Meeting of Constituent bodies, an Executive Committee and various Special Committees. In view of the 

rapid increase in workload and the structure of the N.C.A. since 1969 a lot of thought needs to be given to 

the interaction and mode of operation of these constituents to ensure that the N.C.A. can (a) come to a 

decision whether to move to Stage 3 and (b) if it does decide to do so, decide how it is to be done. 

Attached is an organisation chart which is an attempt to show the present inter-relation between the 

various constituents. As can be seen the source of power lies with the Constituent Bodies, but the centre 

of activity and information lies with the Executive Committee. It is to the structure and method of 

operation of this committee that attention should be directed. Originally the committee was set up to carry 

out the wishes of the Annual Meeting and so the members were elected for their ability to get jobs done, 

not to represent anyone. However, events proved that this was not practical since outside organisations 

and events often required the Executive Committee to act on some items quickly and so the Executive 

Committee had to act on its own since the process of calling an Annual Meeting to obtain instructions 

was too cumbersome. 

 

Once this development had taken place it then became necessary for the Executive Committee to include 

some form of regional representation and this was provided at the last N.C.A. Annual Meeting. If this 

trend is taken to its logical conclusion then the Executive Committee should consist of the following:- (a) 

the N.C.A. officers - chairman, secretary and treasurer, (b) representatives from the four regions and the 

combined scientific bodies, and (c) (perhaps) one or two ordinary members to do some of the donkey 

work. 

 

It also soon became apparent that there are certain items of N.C.A. business which cannot be dealt with 

practically by the Executive Committee. This is because these items generate a considerable amount of 

specialist business and so to discuss this at Executive Committee meetings would make those meetings 

very long. In addition, it would be difficult to have an Executive Committee which was made up of 

people with sufficient expertise to discuss all these items. The practical solution was for the Executive 

Committee to delegate discussion of these areas to Special Committees specifically formed to investigate 

them and to report back to the Executive Committee. This was recognised by the creation of Special 

Committees and to date there are three of them dealing with the following areas:- Conservation, Novice 

Training and Equipment. However, any Special Committee must remember that it is only an adjunct of 

the Executive Committee and so must always operate under the supervision of the Executive Committee 

by reporting back and obeying the instructions of that body. In this context the post of Conservation 

Officer on the Executive Committee is now somewhat out of place since it is a hang over from the 

original idea of the Executive Committee when the N.C.A. was in Stage 1 - convenors of Special 

Committees should only attend Executive Committee meetings in an ex-officio capacity to present the 

report of their Special Committee. In this type of organisation the job of the Executive Committee is (i) to 

deal with the 'non-specialist' N.C.A. business and (ii) to oversee the activities of the Special Committees. 

In carrying out its job its most important function is to ensure that its own activities or the activities of the 

Special Committees for which it is responsible do not run counter to the wishes of any of the Constituent 

Bodies of the N.C.A. This can only be effectively achieved if the Executive Committee has unanimous 

voting and accepts that it may have to delay decisions because it is necessary to refer some matters back 

to the Constituent Bodies. This might appear to be a time consuming and tedious way of doing business, 

but the actions of any national organisation can have very widespread effects. The failure to fully consider 
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these effects and to amend actions so that the wishes of a Constituent Body are not over-ridden could 

result in the N.C.A. being torn apart by internal disagreements. 

 

It may seem that organisation charts and talk of power is irrelevant to caving. But, unless the N.C.A. faces 

up to these issues and its structure becomes organised to take practical realities into account, there is a 

danger that the N.C.A. will spend the whole of its life involved in internal and so wasteful strife. The 

solution is for the Executive Committee to appreciate its position, and realise that any action that is taken 

may have effects of a major nature on one or other section of caving. Failure to appreciate this and 

organise the N.C.A. accordingly so that the wishes of the Constituent Bodies are taken into account 

would be disastrous. Finally, members of the Executive Committee must appreciate that they are 

responsible to the Constituent Bodies as a whole, because if this is not appreciated there is a danger that 

the procedures and decisions of the N.C.A. will become divorced from the reality of every day caving and 

so reduce the whole of the N.C.A. to an expensive and time wasting sham. 
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THE KARST POLICE REVEAL ALL 

 

A Review of Limestones and Caves of the Mendip Hills by D.I. Smith and D.P. Drew (David and 

Charles, 1975). 

 

by J.D. Hanwell 

 

It's Maunday Thursday: Mendip has had its first real snowfall in years and through the post arrives two 

copies of Limestones and Caves of the Mendip Hills. Things are looking up for I cannot remember which 

we have been waiting for the longest. Apart from a well-earned break at the Hunters between reading the 

limestone and cave sections which naturally divide this book, I have found almost all compelling reading. 

Over four hundred fact-packed pages later and it is Good Friday; the snow has gone and, happily, I find 

no one to crucify. Disciples of Mendip caving now have a new testament and the scribes have done well. 

 

After a brief aperitif by Dave Drew which outlines the links between intensive cave exploration and 

geomorphological research on Mendip, Dingle Smith presents a hors d’oeuvre on the local geology which 

surpasses the traditional fare of indigestible jargon. His first chapter on the rocks is a neat blend of 

instruction and information with a useful spicing of basic concepts and key steps in historical researches. 

The role call of pioneers since William Smith underlines the great attraction of Mendip to both academics 

and practical cavers. Nearly two hundred years later, we may take heart that there is still something left to 

do. 

 

Subtitles guide the reader through the geological story since the Silurian Period, the emphasis being very 

much upon local rock lithologies rather than environments of deposition This is a welcome change since 

the caver’s eye view of rocks is necessarily a more limited one Personally, however, I would have 

preferred the balance the other way when dealing with the structures; taking a broader regional setting 

and slotting in the effects of the Armorican Orogeny between Coal Measures and Trias. In this way, 

perhaps, more could have been made of the patterns and distributions of rock types to benefit later 

chapters. As it stands, we are referred to the albeit excellent coverage of Geological Survey maps and 

their memoirs. Figure 14 p.79 provides the only geological cross-sections which are not particularly 

representative and might confuse local cavers who tend to "view" Mendip looking respectively west and 

east of the Hunter’s Lodge Inn! 

 

The third chapter on the sculpting of the landscape starts by resolving the apparent dichotomy between 

the older school of chronologists and the younger devotees of processes. Both, after all, seek to 

reconstruct landscape histories; an aim which is always well to the fore in dealing with cave formation 

and development. The problems of dating and the circumstances of exhumation are highlighted as the 

unresolved issues of the former school whilst the absence of evidence for low sea level effects during the 

glacials is considered the chief drawback to Derek Ford’s and William Stanton’s interpretation of Central 

Mendip's evolution. Most dry valleys are considered to be more the consequence of progressive solutional 

weathering, their patterns being determined by joints. Later, they became modified by surface meltwaters 

on permafrost during several glacials. Mention of the possible effects of discontinuous permafrost at the 

beginning and end of cold phases offers a fascinating prospect for cavers keen on locating pots like the 

recently discovered Cowsh Aven inlets. Similar solution theories are preferred for closed depressions 

although examples resulting from cavern collapse are cited like Wurt Pit and Sandpit Hole. There is no 

clear reference to Stanton's suggestion of simple cave unroofing following surface lowering, however. 

The larger closed basins are thought to contain fills which could reveal much on late Pleistocene climates 

in the area; and, perhaps, whether Mendip was really glaciated as some now suggest. 

 

Dingle’s last chapter on limestone erosion is a tour de force on the solution process. 1 would not dismiss 

local climatic variations so lightly regarding ground surface effects, however, especially if discontinuous 

permafrost and post-glacial soil formation are regarded as so important. In all, this chapter is a major 

contribution to the literature. The indications that deep solution is enhanced by increased Carbon dioxide 

in the "ground air" is a comfort to those of us who refuse to abandon digs when things get tight and ignore 



 

183 

 

the traditional view that water "runs out of steam" beneath the soil-bedrock junction. That 35 per cent of 

all solution rates could occur within the bedrock mass increases the odds in our favour - a clarion call to 

carry on digging! 

 

Dave Drew takes up the story with what the reviewer considers the other key part of the book. Since 

phreatic flow lines are so significant in the origin of caves, it is good to have the confused history of 

different flow theories so lucidly reviewed. I have always found such diagrams as those given in Figures 

38 and 39 very conjectural, particularly as the boundary conditions of the systems in which the flow lines 

have been devised are rarely defined. Like Dave, I prefer the greater reality of hydraulic gradients 

between known sink and rising; although, the traditionalist in me emerges regarding the key role of 

external base level controls. Dave is not so convinced, yet he does admit the possibility later when 

considering the south flank and north flank dominance of systems in western and eastern Mendip 

respectively. More wisely, perhaps he keeps the options open by applying hydrological techniques to 

assess water balances in each catchment. This section is based upon his vintage work of 1969 and much 

appears together in print for the first time. 

 

The summarising tables of catchment areas, discharges and flow rates are most welcome. It is only a great 

pity that recent tracing results subsequent to the submission of his manuscript makes them incomplete. 

Such stop press news as Tor Hole draining to Cheddar must upset Dave's budgets, but the main 

conclusions drawn are unlikely to be invalidated. Also, whilst I am unconvinced about extending water-

sheds right to the outer flanks of Mendip (up to 5 kms east of Cheddar, for example), the undisputed 

value of such approaches offers a model for workers in other limestone areas. Unless we breed a literate 

lycopodium spore, indirect measurements like these appear the only means of resolving whether or not 

phreatic cave development is merely random or organised and aligned in some way; that is, if you can 

only be convinced by process studies. The alternative is to find more complete high level fossil systems 

such as the South East Inlets. 

 

Dave’s second chapter, strictly on the caves, owes much to Derek Ford's work. In the 26-page account on 

Swildon's Hole, for instance, "Ford" appears no less than 23 times! Other major systems dealt with on 

catchment area lines are G.B., Longwood, Gough's, St. Cuthbert's, Wookey Hole and Stoke Lane. Smaller 

caves of western and eastern Mendip are also included for comparison and Sludge Pit gets nearly three 

pages to itself. Readers owe much to Dave for bringing together key works previously scattered in a 

plethora of papers; even more so for his well-balanced appraisal carefully based upon his own 

investigations as an active local caver. An example of the latter is a cogent case against a second major 

inlet from Priddy Pool forming the Black Hole Series, although this is not going to amuse certain diggers 

in the Wessex! 

 

For a change and, hopefully, a clear picture of the possible relationships between surface features and 

known caves in the Cheddar-Wookey Hole catchments alluded to by Dave, I include a diagrammatic 

summary with this review article. This illustration includes the significant Wookey Nine resurgence 

which was unknown to Dave at the time of writing. Had it been so, I suspect that it may well have 

resolved some of the problems he raises and made for a closer regional comparison. Such situations are 

an inevitable occupational hazard of the karst geomorphologist, however, and Dave was wise to introduce 

his last chapter with a cautionary note regarding theories based upon incomplete and variable cave 

exploration. For me, and readers of Wessex Journals over the years, the continuing debate between which 

cave goes where and why has been fascinating. Mendip cavers will enjoy this chapter in particular. 

 

So much for an excellent main course with plenty of good meat. Mary Hazelton serves the sweet on the 

biology of the caves. By comparison, this branch of speleology remains in its infancy of collection and 

classification and, thus, is a more stodgy record of local finds. Most of the chapter is devoted to various 

arthropods but I cannot help thinking that our bat population deserves more than one final paragraph. 

Since little synthesis has been possible, one might have wished that the scanty faunal records had been 

condensed to a simple contingency table. This economy would have made it possible to include a 

discussion on such matters as water quality, pollution and the like. Mendip cavers must be in the 
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vanguard of such growing environmental problems and one cannot help feeling that a timely opportunity 

to present the social relevance of speleology has been lost. There is now a considerable body of 

knowledge and many published papers on such topics, not least by the Karst Police themselves. This is a 

sensitive area, of course, and one sympathises with the obvious intention of keeping strictly to academic 

matters. 

 

E.K. Tratman rounds off the book with a well-ordered account of cave archaeology and palaeontology. 

Whilst striking a thoughtful balance between information and methods of inquiry, he maintains a story of 

human occupancy which possibly stretches back to the Cromerian at the prolific Westbury quarry fissure. 

Somehow, he has managed to get this contribution more updated than the others having cunningly slipped 

in a reference to Mike Bishop's recent paper in the UBSS Proceedings (p.357). It’s a rather fine 

cheeseboard, and I can particularly recommend the Cheddar. 

 

There are fewer plates than one might have expected to help readers unfamiliar with the area, but those 

chosen are good. I like the unmistakable profile of Denis Warburton (p.299) and the "Great" and "Grand" 

of Reservoir Hole (p.266). The bibliography is understandably selective and the index confined to 

locations. Neither approach really detracts from the main purpose of the book which is very readable, if 

you know your Mendip, and is not exclusively a work of reference to reside on the shelf. The only 

omission in the bibliography that surprises me is that of the Mendip Cave Bibliography and Survey 

Catalogue compiled by Ray Mansfield, Tim Reynolds and Ian Standing for 1901-1963. 

 

Gone, maybe, are the halcyon days of Karst Police subversion and secrecy on Mendip. Dingle, who 

remained the modest mastermind throughout, deserves much credit for his lead and for compiling this 

book. The effort has been exhaustive, typically ingenious and ultimately invaluable. So long as there are 

more caves to find on Mendip, theirs will not be the last word of course; I think that I will just about 

manage a £7-50 stake in the pay-off. 
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FROM THE LOG 

 

15th/l6th February 1975 SLUDGE PIT 

 

Jeff Price and Adrian Vanderplank to Sludge Pit with a pickaxe. Rushed down to the new dam to put a 

bung in and then attacked a shingle bank further up the cave hoping to find a bypass to the sump. Then 

the Wessex went climbing (with a pickaxe) and attacked some high, choked little passages. We moved 

downstream where some large boulders were hanging in the roof. These were very efficiently moved with 

a pickaxe. 

 

We then moved to the sump via the new dam which doesn't leak at all! Jeff bunged the Gordons' dam and 

we nearly baled the sump dry, but gave up after the traditional 50 buckets. P.S. we did this when we 

should have been asleep. 

A.V. 

 

23rd February 1975 STOKE LANE 

 

J. Hunt, P. Moody, J. Price, C. Murray. Fine wet trip. Pete dived the inlet sump near Sump 2 - went down 

a 60° small passage for about 10' till it became silted and impassable. 

Anon. 

 

5th March 1975 DUNDRY LEAD MINE 

 

J. Price and P. Cronin, Dundry Lead Mine for a look about. Several interesting passages of a fair size 

looked at, and quite a few Horseshoe Bats found. 

J.P. 

 

16th March 1975 HELL FIRE CAVES 

 

Aubrey Newport (the well-known typing error), Ian Jepson, Brian and Sheila Pitman, Phil and Pat 

Davies, Rich and Annie West, John and Liz Jones, Zoe Hartwell and Phil Hendy. Following Aubrey’s 

house warming party the night before, a drunken crew descended the Hell Fire Caves at West Wycombe. 

We fearlessly negotiated the entrance turnstile, after the Hon. Sec. failed to obtain a party pass at the Hon. 

Chairman’s instigation. Straight entrance passage leads to the seldom trodden depths, where we 

encountered countless tourist parties in the dimly lit warren, dug from the chalk by 17th century 

Pleistocene roadbuilders. 

 

According to the guidebook "Before the present baronet had electric lighting installed in the caves in 

1955, visitors groped their way along the passages . . . " It's a lie, of course, they still grope their way. The 

cave does not appear in the Cave Survey Scheme, but perhaps when the BEC have stopped mucking 

about in Cuthbert’s, the Wig can be persuaded to have a go. Reliable sources (back to the guidebook 

again) put the length at a quarter of a mile, and at one point 300 feet below the top of the hill. Apart from 

the slimy chalk walls which leave permanent reminders of the trip on clothing, the most severe hazard is 

the 8/- entry fee. A CCC permit is not required. 

 

To Continue; little gated side passages lead off, usually with figures inside in period dress. At first we 

thought they were old cavers, who had been lost in the days before MRO, but closer inspection showed 

them to be stuffed models of small children, miners and the gentry, who used to hold orgies in the mines. 

More masochism than depravity, methinks, everywhere the floor is dripping wet. Local doctor must have 

made a bomb selling rheumatism remedies. Little loop passages abound, and near the bottom is a 

chamber about 30' across and 40' high. It is curiously lined with chicken wire and angle-iron, cunningly 

whitewashed to make it look natural. Around the walls are niches with modern reproductions of 

Renaissance nude statues. 
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A bit farther on, in the Inner Temple (there's a notice on the wall to tell you so) is a tableau showing a 

scene of typical Hell Fire Club depravity. This reminded me of the Hunter’s Lodge on a quiet night. Each 

tableau had a hidden tape recording telling you a little of the history of the mine. All the time we heard 

weird hollow laughter, like a Hut Warden extorting day fees, but this proved to come from the recorder. 

Near this chamber is a small passage with a clear shallow puddle on the floor (did you think it would be 

on the ceiling?). A sign says "RIVER STYX", but I don't think it's the real one, just the local water table. 

 

The Hon. Chairman took advantage of the darkness to show what he thought of the show cave by defiling 

the Styx. Behind bars was a little grotto, with very real looking chalk stalactites glued to the roof. 

Although the caving community has nothing but scorn and contempt for tourists, it strikes me that a party 

of cavers on a tourist trip is worse than any coachload of townies. 

 

Hon. Asst. Secy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF PATHOLOGY 

 

UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL 

 

PAUL ESSER MEMORIAL LECTURE 

 

The 1975 lecture was given in the University of Bristol on the 19th February by Mr. Donal Robertson to a 

crowd of some 500 people, filling the Physics Lecture Theatre to overflowing. It provided a wonderful 

sense of occasion and was a fitting tribute to Paul Esser. 

 

In June 1972 Mr. Robertson's schooner was holed and sunk by a killer whale in the Pacific, so that he and 

his party had to survive the next six weeks as best they could, before being picked up. He told us once 

again most of the salient features of the story, which he published in 1973 under the title "Survive the 

Savage Sea", but since then he has been studying the whole problem and has recently published his 

conclusions in a new book called "Sea Survival". 

 

He maintains that far fewer people would die if they knew what to do or how to behave when 

shipwrecked. Insufficient attention is given to the technique of launching lifeboats or survival rafts or of 

men protecting themselves against the cold, as was shown in a recent disaster off the coast of Cornwall. 

The information in official survival manuals is inadequate or misleading. As an example of this he quoted 

his experience of trying to attract the attention of passing ships. They generally take no notice because 

they do not keep an adequate watch. Even if they do see your boat they take no notice on the assumption 

that the occupants, if any, must be dead by now. 

 

The shipwrecked mariner must become self-sufficient and must try to make land all on his own. But the 

official books say that you should always assume that you will be picked up. Similarly with regard to 

food and water. Emergency stores are very useful but may only last for two or three weeks out of the 

many more that you have to spend on the ocean. The important things to have on board are multi-purpose 

tools that can be used for fishing or replenishing water supplies from rain. Mr. Robertson's team achieved 

a sort of equilibrium with their environment by becoming self-sufficient. And yet it was almost a question 

of luck that they had with them their two most important items of equipment; a kitchen knife and a Genoa 

sail. 

 

Water supplies were usually inadequate and they suffered from dehydration. Yet they found that a turtle 

may contain four pints of blood, which is good to drink. Sea water of course is fatal. Dehydration has the 
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unexpected effect of making it almost impossible to stand or walk when reaching shore or a rescue boat. 

Although rainfall was welcome for the drinking water it provided, it was also rather a problem. Even 

though they were in the tropics the rain temperature was only 55oF (13°C). You have to keep still and let 

it run off you, otherwise you increase your cooling rate and suffer from hypothermia. Also it tends to sink 

the craft so that the crew, under cover of the sail, have to keep baling it out. 

 

Landing a raft in surf can be very difficult because of instability. If you follow the surf straight into the 

shore you will probably get upset. You need to steer round a point to its leeward side, where the surf has 

to turn through 90 deg. before breaking. This lessens its force. 

 

Many of the questions which were asked after the lecture related to the subject "what did you do". Well, 

singing is good exercise and the children played word games, but the main answer was that keeping alive 

keeps you busy. 

 

 

OLIVER LLOYD. 

 

23.2.75. 


