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WESSEX CAVE CLUB 

 

Journal No. 113, Vol. 9. September 1967. 

 

CLUB NEWS 

 

Final Notices of the Annual General Meeting 

 

The Annual General Meeting of the Club will be held at Priddy Village Hall on Saturday, 21st 

October 1967, starting at 3.0 p.m. prompt. 

 

Nominations for Officers and Committee should be formally written out with the signatures of 

the nominee, proposer, and seconder, and posted to the Honorary Secretary to arrive not later 

than the 30th September, 1967. Notices of motions for discussion at the A.G.M. should also be 

clearly written, signed by the proposers and seconders, and should reach the Hon. Secretary not 

later than the 30th September, 1967. 

 

The Honorary Secretary's Annual Report for the Club Year 1966/67 appears in this issue of the 

Journal, and matters arising from the Report can be raised by any members present at the 

A.G.M. 

 

Minutes of the previous A.G.M. held on the 22nd October, 1966 will be posted to all members 

not later than Saturday, 14th October, 1967, and will contain election notices, a full agenda, and 

an Annual Statement of the Club's Finances, for discussion at the meeting to be held the 

following week. 

 

The Annual Club Dinner 

 

The Dinner will be held at The Caveman Restaurant, Cheddar, on Saturday, 21st October, 1967, 

7.30 p.m. for 8.0 p.m. As announced previously, the Guest of Honour will be Sir John 

Wedgwood, and it is hoped that Mr. Barks, Her Majesty's Inspector for the Department of 

Education and Science to whom we have applied for a grant towards our new Upper Pitts 

Headquarters, will also be present. 

 

The cost of the dinner will be 25/- per person, and those members and their guests who wish to 

attend should apply to Paul Duck, at 13 Goodymoor Avenue, Wells, Somerset for tickets. A 

reply slip with fuller details is inserted in this Journal for members' convenience. Please note 

that admission will be by ticket only and so members are requested to make as early a booking 

as possible to avoid disappointment. 

 

It is hoped that a large coach will be available to take ticket holders to and from the dinner. The 

coach will travel from Hillgrove, via Priddy Green and Cheddar Gorge, and return along the 

same route. Members and their guests in residence at Hillgrove and places en route may avail 

themselves of this transport service; they will be asked to contribute a fare towards the hire of 

the vehicle. The charge should be minimal if all the seats are taken up. 
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Dan yr Ogof and Ogof Ffynnon Ddu Caves, South Wales 

 

By kind invitation from the South Wales Caving Club the Wessex Committee has nominated 

several members as Leaders for these two increasingly popular systems. Any party of members 

who wishes to visit these caves should get in touch with the Caving Secretary: Roy Staynings, 8 

Fanshawe Read, Hengrove, Bristol 4. 

 

Granted sufficient notice is given it should be possible for one or more of the appointed Leaders 

to organise official trips into either cave without bothering members of the South Wales Caving 

Club. Such official parties may arrange to use the Club "Summer Tent" as independent 

accommodation in the area. The tent will sleep a good sized party, and has been thoroughly 

repaired earlier in the year. It does not have a ground sheet, however, and so parties would have 

to arrange this as well as cooking facilities„ The leader of the party would be responsible for 

organising the drying-out, packing, and safe return of the tent to Mendip following any trip. 

 

Club Tackle 

 

Any interested member who has the ability, personal facilities, and contacts to acquire suitable 

materials for ladder construction, etc: is asked to get in touch with Peter Cousins, at 3 Kinver 

Road, Sydenham, London S.E.26, Peter is hoping to be able to organise a complete inspection 

and overhaul of the Club's tackle, as well as build more tackle. 

 

Sales Discount on Caving, Climbing and Camping Equipment 

 

We are pleased to announce that the Club has negotiated a 10% discount on any items purchased 

from Messrs. Bryants of Bristol. The shop is in Colston Street, at the junction between Colston 

Street and Trenchard Street. Bryants stock a wide variety of excellent supplies. Any member 

wishing to take advantage of this discount should ensure that he is able to furnish evidence that 

he is a member of the Wessex, by showing the receipt of his current annual subscription, or a 

copy of the Journal. 

 

A similar discount is available from Sub Aqua Products (Eastleigh) Ltd., 63 Twyford Road, 

Eastleigh, Hants to members who wish to purchase neoprene sheets, etc:, for making their own 

wet suits. A 5% discount is available on made-to-measure suits. Packing and postage are extras 

not qualifying for discount, and no discount is offered for hire purchase transactions. Please 

contact George Pointing, at 10 Green Lane, Avonmouth, Bristol, for full details as all orders 

must be directed through an appointed officer of the Club. 

 

Club Sales Services to Members 

 

Also available from George Pointing are the following items: Club Ties @ 17/6, Club Blazer 

Badges @ 5/. Various carbide lamp and Nife set spares are kept at Hillgrove, where a full price 

list is posted. Cave surveys, and back numbers of the Journal, including Volume One reprints, 

and the Hillgrove Logbook Supplement to Volume Eight are available from Tim Reynolds, Yew 

Court, Pangbourne, Berks. 
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Charges for Charterhouse Caving Committee permits for non-Members 

 

Members who wish to take guests down the caves under the jurisdiction of the Charterhouse 

Caving Committee, mainly G.B. Cave and Longwood Swallet/August Hole, are advised that the 

Club have found it necessary to increase the charge for Temporary Permits from 2/- to 2/6 each 

to meet greater administrative expenses. 

 

Access to Longwood Swallet/August Hole and G.B. Cave 

 

Since Mr. Young and his family retired from Lower Farm earlier in the year, the farm has been 

vacant, and so there is no one at hand from which to get the key to the Longwood entrance 

cover. Until such time as a new occupier takes over, and the matter of the key distribution 

negotiated, the nearest available key is at The Mendip Caving Group H.Q., adjacent to the 

Stirrup Cup Cafe at Charterhouse. Someone is in residence there most weekends. Failing this, of 

course, please contact the Hon. Assistant Secretary, Richard West, at Elm Tree Cottage, 

Hallatrow, Nr. Bristol, well in advance. 

 

You should also write to Richard concerning access to G.B. This is an opportunity to remind 

members caving in the area, not to use Long Barn for changing in, and to approach the cave 

entrance across the fields directly from the north, that is from the Tynings Farm to Charterhouse 

road. Please park cars well off the road on the wide grass verge at this point. 

 

Nine Barrows Swallet 

 

Most members will now know that a new cave system has been entered at this old dig. A full 

account of the discovery, with survey and photographs appears in this issue of the Journal. The 

entrance has been gated at the request of the owner, Mr. Patterson. He has been very kind in 

allowing cavers as free access as possible to the cave and we must do all we can to remain good 

neighbours with him and his wife. Eventually, they will be living in the renovated cottage across 

the way from our proposed new Upper Pitts Headquarters along Eastwater Drove. 

 

The key to the Nine Barrows entrance lock is available at either Hillgrove, or the Belfry, and the 

members of parties are asked to pay the traditional "goodwill" 1/- a head into the hut fees box on 

collecting the key. Mr. and Mrs. Patterson are usually not in residence during the week to 

receive their shillings personally, and so arrangements have been made to collect these from 

time to time at the club huts. Please follow the walls around the field to the cave to avoid 

making a track across the field, and always fasten the gate into the drove. 

 

Upper Pitts Site, Eastwater Drove 

 

By dint of much sweat and toil from a number of members, the site is now thoroughly ready for 

development. We patiently await the decision of the Dept. of Education and Science concerning 

our application for a grant towards the building costs. No doubt members will want to visit the 

site during the next few weeks and particularly at the A.G.M. weekend. The present cattle grid 

at the entrance to the drive is not very efficient, and so you are requested to ensure that the 

additional stock-proof protection is replaced when you finally leave the site. 
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New Members 

 

We welcome the following new members to the Club:- 

 

Elected on 25th June 1967 

Miss Viviene Chetland 

J. Cobbett 

S. Durham 

M.R. Lawrence 

C. Marriot 

D.J. New 

P. Owen 

F. Probert 

 

Elected on 13th August 1967 

R.D. Hill, 26 Bridle Path, Beddington, Croydon Cross, Surrey. 

 

Georesistivity Project 

 

The Club has officially acquired the late Prof. L.S. Palmer's controversial georesistivity 

apparatus from the University of Bristol. We must sincerely thank Dr. F.S. Wallis for his great 

assistance in helping us get the equipment for use in the field once again. After a few teething 

troubles owing to long storage, but ably rectified by Brian Prewer, the gear is now ready to be 

used. 

 

John Church, at 35 Rayens Cross Road, Long Ashton, Bristol, is in charge of the apparatus, and, 

on behalf of the Club, will organise a programme of collecting field observations in due course. 

Members interested in assisting with this project should contact John, for we hope that we can 

not only develop a greater understanding of georesistivity data in massive limestone areas, but 

also locate new cave systems to dig and explore. Recent discoveries in the Central Mendips 

indicate that all past efforts, however successful, are but a scratch on the surface! 

 

Hillgrove Hut 

 

Thanks are due to Peter Cousins and Mike Dewdney-York for their staunch efforts in creosoting 

the hut, and scything the long grass, whilst holidaying on Mendip this Summer. It is indeed 

gratifying that some members still do much more than just use our facilities! 

 

Club Trip to America 1968 

 

Donald Thomson, who is organising this proposed trip, has received the following letter from 

the U.S.A. which gives members some idea of the possibilities in the States. 

 

'Dear Mr. Thomson, 

 

I have just received your letter from the NSS office. You and your group would be more than 

welcome in the Virginia area, and as you might know we have about 2,000 caves within a few 

hours travel. If your plane or whatever gets anywhere near Washington, D.C., the caving area I 

have in mind would be five hours from there, and lies on the border between Virginia and West 

Virginia around the town of Lewisburg. In Lewisburg our organization has a Field House 
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having four rooms including bath and kitchen with a limited amount of water. You would be 

quite welcome to use it and this places you within easy distance, 50 miles, of about four to five 

hundred caves of every sort. Many of them are as yet unexplored with passage length ranging 

from a few thousand feet to 18 miles mapped. There are about 20 pit caves well worth the visit 

and many wet caves which are quite large. There is also an abundance of dry caves. 

 

Should you become tired of the Lewisburg area 50 miles to the north there is the Swago Greek 

and Marlinton areas where we also have reserved for us a small shack where staying a few is 

possible. In either case both houses open to you would allow a place for quarters at no cost to 

you. Food can be cooked at Lewisburg on a stove in the house, but at Swago a campfire would 

be necessary, or small gas stove. 

 

During the summer we usually have someone there most of the time and with such a central 

location as Lewisburg there would be plenty of people willing to go caving with you and give 

you advice on the caves in the area. At present I am working on a cave survey of the area and 

would be more than happy to loan you maps and directions to most of the caves. More than 

likely however I shall be there most of the time of your visit. It will be a good reason for an 

extended vacation. 

 

Hope you decide that our area has what you are looking for in this visit. Please let me hear from 

you on this proposal and how you are coming with the plans. We could easily handle as many as 

30 cavers and probably more. For a stay of two weeks in the Lewisburg area I usually estimate 

about 30 dollars cost and this is eating in the local restaurants and gasoline. In closing let me add 

that we would be pleased to have you enjoying our caves. 

Sincerely yours, Roger Baroody' 

 

So, if anyone is interested in this trip, could they write to Donald Thomson, at Pinkacre, Leigh-

on-Mendip, Bath, Somerset. 

 

Donation of Beds 

 

The Club gratefully acknowledges the gift of six metal frame beds by Mr. J.K. Carlton. They are 

in excellent condition, and will prove invaluable when we get our new Headquarters. 

 

National Conference of Cave Rescue Organisations 

 

Once again the cave rescue organisations are holding their Annual Conference at the University 

of Bristol. It will take place on Saturday 30th September, and, this year is being organised by 

C.A. Davies, Flat 3, 57 Howard Road, Shirley, Southampton. Talks and discussions are being 

arranged on the following topics:- 

 

1. Cave Rescue Organisations of other Countries. 

2. Organisation of Rescue on Caving Expeditions Abroad. 

3. Food for emergencies. 

4. Properties of Artificial Rope Fibres. 
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If any member has experience of any of these subjects would they please get in touch with Mr. 

Dawes. Also, if you just wish to attend the Conference please write to Mr. Dawes, enclosing a 

stamped addressed envelope so that he can forward you further details. Please indicate whether 

or not you want dinner at the University Refectory, 7-30 p.m. for 8.0 p.m. (price 20/-). 

 

Exhibition at the Bridgewater Art Centre 

 

As the first of Bridgewater Arts Centre's 21st anniversary celebrations, Paul Weston has 

arranged an exhibition of caving photographs, surveys and other literature. This exhibition has 

been given official backing by the Club, and if any member wishes to see the exhibition, it is on 

from Monday 4th September 1967 to the 30th September. The Art Centre is open from 10.30 

a.m. to 1 p.m. and then from 2.0 p.m. to 9.0p.m. each day (excluding Sundays). 

 

Amendments to Address List Published in Journal No. 112 

 

We regret the following errors and omissions from the Address List of Members as at May 

1967:- 

 

Burnett, J.M. 

Carlton, J.K. 

Gregory, J. 

Gully, A.M. 

Harrison, W.G. 

Rosser, A.J. 

Royffe, R.V.W. 

Trebess, P.R. 

Whittle, R.A. 

The Bungalow, 1 New Ridley, Stocksfield, Northumberland. 

10 Eton Court, Pemburly Avenue, Bedford. 

94 High Street, Maylwich, Essex. 

29 Eastfield, Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol. 

9 Carlin Craig, Kinghorn, Fife. 

133 St. Peter's Rise, Headley Park, Bristol 3. 

5 Clyde Park, Redland, Bristol 6. 

44 Rockcliffe Road, Bathwick, Bath, Somerset. 

8 Cote House Lane, Westbury, Bristol. 

 

The name and address of the 7th Battersea Senior Scouts should have read:- 

 

SCOUT ADVENTURE ADVISORY UNIT, c/o C.A.J. Beauchamp, 65 Coombe Lane, London, 

S.W.20. 



249 

 

CLUB MEETS 

 

Please give the Leader prior notice of your intention to join a trip. 

Saturday September 23rd 2.30 p.m. Lamb Leer 

Leader: Hugh Pearson, 129 East Dundry Road, Bridge Farm Estate, Bristol 4. 

Sunday October 1st 11.0 a.m. G.B. Cavern Leader: R. Woolley, 64 Devonshire Road, Bristol 6. 

Weekend October 7th/8th Derbyshire Leader: Alan Wicks, 193 Redland Road, Bristol 6. 

Saturday October 14th 2.30 p.m. Bath Stone Mines 

Leader: Will Edwards, 91 Rookery Road, Knowle, Bristol 4. 

Saturday October 21st A.G.M. and Dinner 

Weekend October 28th/29th Agen Allwedd  

Details from Roy Staynings, 8 Fanshawe Road, Hengrove, Bristol 4. 

Sunday November 12th 11.0 a.m. Longwood/August Leader: R. Woolley - see above. 

Saturday November 18th 3.0 p.m. Lamb Leer 

Leader: A. Trickey, "Stanleaze", Brockley Way, Brockley, Backwell, Bristol. 

Weekend November 25th/26th South Wales  

Leader: Phil Davies, Morley, Silver Street, Nailsea, Bristol. 

Sunday December 3rd 11.0 a.m. G.B.Cavern Leader: Hugh Pearson see above. 

Sunday December 17th 11.0 a.m. Longwood/August  

Leader: Richard West, Elm Tree Cottage, Hallatrow, Nr. Bristol. 

 

 

 

Hon. Secretary: 

 

 

 

Hon. Asst. Secretary: 

 

 

Hon. Treasurer: 

 

 

Hut Warden: 

 

 

Caving Secretary: 

 

 

 

Journal Distribution: 

 

 

Hon. Editor: 

J.D. Hanwell. 

"Chaumbay", 50 Wells Road, Wookey Hole, Wells, 

Somerset. 

 

R.M. West, 

Elm Tree Cottage, Hallatrow, Nr. Bristol. 

 

Mrs. B.M. Surral1, 

216 Evesham Road, Headless Cross, Redditch, Worcs. 

 

P.M. Giles, 

C.P.O.'s Mess. R.N.A.S., Yeovilton, Yeovil, Somerset. 

 

R.J. Staynings, 

8 Fanshawe Road, Hengrove, Bristol 4. 

Telephone: Whitchurch 3689. 

 

P.R. Cousins, 

3 Kinver Road, Sydenham, London S.E. 26. 

 

T.E. Reynolds, 

Yew Court, Pangbourne, Berks. 
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THE DISCOVERY OF NINE BARROWS SWALLET 

 

John Church 

 

The prologue to this story is unfortunately also the epilogue to the Club Dig at Fairman's Folly! 

The 1967 Spring Bank Holiday weekend (May 27th/28th/29th) was an official digging weekend 

and, accordingly, a number of people journeyed to Fairman's Folly early on the Saturday morning. 

Due to incessant rain during the previous few days, it was found impossible to take cars into the 

field. Undeterred by this setback, the party carried all the equipment across the field, only to find 

that a major collapse had occurred at the site of the dig. This resulted in the loss of the entire shaft, 

which was 24 feet deep. Extensive movement of clay in the depression had occurred and it was 

decided to temporarily leave the dig until it had stabilised somewhat. It was found virtually 

impossible to salvage any timber from the shaft and so it was filled in. It is intended to restart work 

there when a more sophisticated type of shoring has been developed; preliminary work started on 

this the same day! 

 

This unfortunate happening left the Club without a dig for the rest of the Summer, so on the 

Sunday, an inspection was made on Nine Barrows Swallet at John Cornwell's suggestion. It was 

noted that in the last two years various collapses had occurred in the depression, doubtless induced 

by the stream, and these had exposed a solid rock wall with a small air gap beneath it. It was 

decided there and then to dig, and the following morning, despite heavy thunderstorms, Alan 

Surrall organised the installation of the heavy hauling gear, which included an overhead cableway. 

Digging started after a 'pint of lunch' and proceeded at a rapid rate. By late afternoon a rift in 

apparently solid rock had been entered and two narrow cross-rifts were discovered. Traces were 

also found of the shoring remaining from the last digging attempt, but eventually two large 

boulders provided sufficient discouragement to end the day's work. 

 

The following day (May 30th), those people lucky enough still to be on holiday returned and, with 

chemical persuasion, successfully removed the two boulders. It was then decided that the way on 

lay in the innermost cross-rift, and digging proceeded to lower the floor level as the rift appeared 

to widen out. The following weekend digging continued, and by late on the Sunday night the rift 

had been followed for about six feet. A number of wedged boulders blocked the rift at this point, 

and these defied all efforts to remove them using a crowbar. However, it was possible to see past 

the boulders into an encouragingly empty space! The evening of Friday, 9th June saw John 

Cornwell back at the dig complete with explosives. Four bangs were required to remove the 

boulders, and then the cave was open!!! After allowing the fumes to clear John entered the new 

system, but prudently decided against a lone exploratory trip. 

 

The following day a party of eight people, comprising both W.C.C. and B.E.C. members, made 

the first full exploratory trip. The open cave explored below the entrance. Formations were found 

in parts of the cave, and an abundance of sharp fossils in the rock proved ruinous to several boiler 

suits and the skin of one member of the party. Further progress was stopped by a constriction in 
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the passage, but it was possible to see past this into open cave again. Later that day, numerous 

other people descended the cave, and it is pleasing to record that the first lady to do so was 

Jennifer Murrell (also one of the digging team), making a welcome return to caving with the 

Wessex. Meanwhile, work was in hand to gate the entrance of the cave, as parts of the system 

were unstable and it was thought desirable to discourage 'casual visitors'. 

 

In the evening an explosive charge was laid at the constriction in the then terminal passage; this 

was then fired by John Cornwell, but no further inspection was made that night. On the Sunday 

morning, an inspection proved that the bang had been successful, and the way was open into a 

sizeable and well-decorated chamber. This was entered and it was found that there were 

possibilities of extending the cave in at least one direction. However, before work could be started, 

the exploration party was called out to help at a rescue at Swildons Hole. This incident put an end 

to the weekend's exploration. 

 

The news of the opening of a new Mendip cave quickly reached the ears of the newspaper 

reporters, and extensive coverage was given to the discovery in several local papers on Monday, 

June 12th. By the following day, the news had reached the Midlands, and a brief but very distorted 

account was published in the Birmingham Mail. This almost had the effect of giving a certain 

member of the digging team apoplexy, but it also prompted him to arrive on Mendip the following 

weekend (June 17th/l8th) with a car full of surveying instruments. On the Saturday a line survey 

was carried out, and this showed that the deepest point reached was 107 feet below the entrance, 

the total passage length being 436 feet. A fortnight later, the detail survey was carried out, and a 

very complete exploration was made by the surveying party. No extensions were discovered, but, 

up until the time of writing, John Cornwell and two Wessex members of the East Somerset 

Caving Group, Glyn Bolt and Dave Gumbleton, have been busily engaged in a singularly 

unpleasant dig at the lowest point in the cave. Their efforts there have so far been largely 

unrewarded, but they have not yet lost hope! It must be recorded that this dig within the cave was 

started by John, and it is gratifying to note that such activity underground can be displayed by yet 

another member of the Club Committee! 

 

This new cave takes water from the south-westerly slopes of Priddy Nine Barrows, and two points 

should be noted here. Firstly, the water entering the cave is only the overflow from a small tank 

situated in the highest corner of the copse surrounding the entrance. This tank supplies water to a 

number of cottages, so it is extremely important to avoid any pollution of the water feeding the 

tank. Secondly, the initial exploration of the cave took place in exceptionally dry weather. 

Consequently, no knowledge is at present available of the conditions inside the cave in 

exceptionally wet weather. It has been noted that the volume of water sinking adjacent to the cave 

entrance varies widely, and at times very rapidly, so that care should be taken in stormy weather - 

at least until the extent of the water within the system is known. 
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Although the Club diggers surpassed themselves in this instance (entry being gained only 12 days 

after digging started!), one cannot help feeling rather sorry for those people previously engaged at 

this site. Mike Holland and Dave Causer started work very early in 1960, but interest was 

apparently lost as the B.E.C. started digging in 1961. This second attempt was also abandoned, but 

it must have been very close to success. At the present time, the Club is on very good terms with 

Mr. Patterson, the local landowner. As it is desirable that this state of affairs should continue, it 

must be pointed out that everyone visiting the cave should respect his request that we walk around 

the edge of his field, and do not climb over any walls. Also, although a key to the entrance is kept 

at Hillgrove, 1/- per caver is payable to Mr. Patterson. 

 

With its entrance at approximately 860 feet above O.D., Nine Barrows Swallet has one of the 

highest entrances on Mendip. Work will doubtless proceed within the cave (presumably with the 

hope of making it also the deepest?), but tidying up must also be carried out in places to remove or 

stabilise loose boulders. However, once again the Club is without a surface to dig! It is therefore 

the intention of the diggers to turn their attention once again to Cow Hole, and to reopen it 

permanently. By the time this has been done, and the cave surveyed, the summer will be drawing 

to a close, and time can then usefully be spent on the development of the new shoring, inspecting 

possible future sites to dig, or even working on the Headquarters Site! 
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NORTHERN NOTES. 

 

Gary Pilkington 

 

Saturday, June 24th 1967 saw what can only be termed the 'Blackest Day' in the history of 

British caving when six cavers were drowned in Mossdale Cavern. This cave has always had, 

ever since it was discovered by R.D. Leakey in the 1940's a bad reputation for flooding due to 

the fact that much of the system consists of long arduous crawls which are known to flood 

completely after heavy rain. On Saturday, June 24th a party of ten cavers entered the cave at 

approximately 2 pm; four of the party returning to the surface after a relatively easy trip to 

Rough Chamber. The rest of the party, consisting of David Adamson, Jeffrey Boireau, William 

Frakes, John Ogden, Michael Ryan and Colin Vickers continued along Marathon Crawl to reach 

Far End Stream Cavern where they had planned to dig in the terminal choke. Heavy rain broke 

at approximately 7 pm that evening (1.46 ins. fell in about 4 hours) and Morag Forbes who had 

returned to wait for the six still in the cave raised the alarm at 11.30 pm when by this time the 

entrance was under water. The rescue team reached the cave at 1 am on Sunday morning and 

extensive rescue operations went into action immediately, including mechanical shovels to 

divert the stream and fire pumps to lower the water level in the cave. Eventually the water level 

was lowered enough for the rescue team to enter and the bodies of five of the cavers were 

reached in the Far Marathon Series on Sunday afternoon, though at this stage no one seemed to 

know exactly who was in the cave at the time of the flood. On Monday and Tuesday the search 

went on for the sixth caver who was eventually found dead, his body being jammed in a rift 

about fifteen feet away from the other bodies. After this body had been found the police refused 

to allow anyone else down the cave owing to the threatening weather, and the cave entrance was 

sealed off with concrete on Thursday afternoon, the bodies being left in the cave owing to the 

difficulty of removing them. 

 

The six who died in this disaster were:- 

 

David Adamson, aged 26, from Leeds. He was the leader of the trip and an acknowledged expert 

on Mossdale Caverns. He had been caving for seven years and was a member of Leeds 

University Speleological Society, as such he had taken part in the Leeds University expedition 

to Jamaica a few years ago. 

 

Jeffrey Boireau, aged 24, married, from Manchester. He had been caving for eight years and 

again was an acknowledged expert on Mossdale Caverns, he was a member of Leeds University 

Speleological Society. 

 

William Frakes, aged 19, from Bradford. He had been caving for about seven years and was a 

prominent member of the Cave Diving Group (Northern Section). He was also a member of the 

Bradford Pothole Club and was to have taken part in Ken Pearce's Berger expedition this year as 

a diver and equipment officer. 

 

John Ogden, aged 20 years. He had been caving for six years and was a member of the Happy 

Wanderers Cave and Pothole Club, and of the Cave Diving Group (Northern Section). He had 

been caving in the Pyrenees and in the Atlas Mountains. 
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Michael John Ryan, aged 17 years, from Bradford. He had been caving for about two years, 

although he had only taken part in major trips for six months or so. He had been a member of 

the Burnley Caving Club until recently when he joined the Bradford Pothole Club. He had the 

flair for adventure that distinguished him from most comparative newcomers to the sport. 

 

Colin Vickers, aged 23, from Bradford. He had been caving for seven years and was a member 

of the Bradford Pothole Club and the Cave Diving Group (Northern Section). He was to have 

taken part in the Gouffre Berger expedition this year. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity, and I am sure all Wessex members will join me, in 

expressing my deepest sympathy to the relatives and friends of those who died in this disaster. 

 

The Red Rose Pothole Club have taken over Bull Pot of the Witches Farm on Casterton Fell as 

their Club H.Q. and on request they will prepare coffee and biscuits for cavers visiting caves in 

the Lancaster-Easegill area. 

 

The news broke since the last Northern Notes of the discovery of a new extension to Gingling 

Hole, Fountains Fell by the Northern Pennine Club. This pot is now 580 ft. deep and is the 

deepest in Yorkshire. Also, Leeds University Speleological Society recently completed a survey 

of Meregill Hole and found it to be 540 ft. deep as against 520 ft. as had been previously 

thought, so making Meregill the second deepest pot in Yorkshire and relegating Penyghent Pot 

to third place. 

 

Earby Pothole Club have opened up Tatham Wife Hole in Chapel le Dale; this system is 

apparently much like Ireby Fell Cavern and is said to be 500 ft. deep. Not to be outdone, Leeds 

University S.S. have discovered a new entrance to the Kingsdale Master Cave. This entrance is 

almost at resurgence level; the new series contains a 20 ft. ladder pitch and enables a party to 

reach the Master Cave in about ten minutes. 

 

Many cavers in the Mendips will be saddened to hear of the tragic death of Roy Wilkinson of 

the Northern Pennine Club. Roy was drowned whilst diving in the river at Hawes, during March 

of this year. 

 

Carl Pickstone has just returned from a multi-club expedition to Provetina in Northern Greece. 

The expedition found what must be the deepest known shaft in the world - 2,000 plus ft. deep. 

There is a 600 ft. pitch to a ledge, then from this there is a 700 plus ft. drop to a suspected ledge, 

and then a further 700 ft. drop to a boulder slope. 

 

Cavers though out the country can now open their food lockers and breathe easily for a long 

time, sumps can now lap ominously in their evil ways undisturbed, the reason, Mike Boon has 

now left for Canada. He has gone to study at McMaster University, Ontario, for at least four 

years and he tells me that he hopes to visit Guatemala on a caving expedition this winter, if he 

finds time between caving trips to the Rockies. 
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WESSEX CAVE CLUB 

 

Honorary Secretary’s Annual Report 1966-67 

 

At the end of a year during which nearly 30 pages in the various Journals have been devoted 

to "Club News", there might seem little point in dwelling too long on this Report for fear of 

undue repetition. I shall avoid this where possible; yet, I feel strongly that this is one of the few 

opportunities when one can collect together all the bits and pieces to record the overall picture 

of what the Club has been doing, and why. Because of the "records" aspect of the Annual 

Report by the Honorary Secretary, I have chosen to return to the old tradition of circulating it 

through the pages of the Club Journal. There are always many features of a large club such as 

ours that can only be satisfactorily drawn together towards the close of the Club Year. Here, 

one attempts to set the foundations upon which next year’s officers and committee can build. 

This happens to be more than ever vital at the present time, in view of the fact that some of us 

wish to hand over to new officers with fresh ideas and enthusiasm. Added to all this, we must 

be ever aware that fewer, if any, caving clubs have such a scattered membership. Mendip is 

our main base, and those members whose work takes them far a field are naturally anxious to 

know how things are "at home". Clearly, the Wessex stands or falls by the way in which we 

who are fortunate enough to be on the spot keep our fellows in touch. 

 

If I had to sum up my thoughts as to how 1966-67 will eventually be seen through the eyes of 

our successors, I would be bound to observe that we have little to show that is outstanding for 

an awful lot of hard work; yet! Right now, many of our dearest aims are tantalisingly just 

beyond our grasp. To your ever eager officers and committee this situation is sometimes 

frustrating. We have extended ourselves the best we can, and are more than confident that, 

soon, the Club will be getting to grips with the plans we have worked for so hard. I am largely 

referring to our new Headquarters project at what is now known as Upper Pitts, Eastwater. As 

cavers we might feel sometimes that the scope for us on Mendip has become limited; many 

passages end in seemingly impenetrable chokes or fissures, and the main stream systems 

appear to have reached saturation point both literally and metaphorically. A caving club needs 

more and more cave to justify its existence and growth, and I know a number of our active 

members have, with the help of the Severn Bridge and the motorways, turned their attentions 

to other limestone regions more generously endowed. This is inevitable, and to be encouraged, 

so long as our gaze towards more distant and shining horizons does not blind us to what lies 

beneath our feet. There is room for both outlooks in a club which still remains the largest in 

this country. Optimistically, and not without sound backing evidence, I now hope to justify 

our ambitions at Upper Pitts and in the existence of more Mendip cavers. The justification 

arises out of the achievements of Wessex members in both directions during the past few 

months, and, indeed, at this very moment. 
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In my Report last October I drew attention to the job of the new H.Q. Sub-Committee, who 

had worked so hard to draft out a viable development scheme. This year has seen some new 

faces and talents brought to bear on the matter which have proved invaluable. Our application 

to the Department of Education and Science for a 50% grant towards the costs of the proposed 

buildings (outline plans were circulated to members last summer) was referred back in March 

for us to amend our sleeping accommodation to comply with requirements for Youth Hostels. 

We had not anticipated nor been advised by the local Planning Authorities, that these 

Regulations would apply to a caving hut, viz: a minimum of 3 feet between bunks, 250 cubic 

feet per person, and windows at least a twentieth of the floor area in any dormitory. Thus, as 

submitted, our plans would cater for only about 18 residents, and so, somehow, we had to 

double the sleeping accommodation and provide more windows. Consequently, the sub-

committee found the informed ideas of Malcolm Padfield as an architect, and Stephen Causer 

as a quantity surveyor, very welcome and timely. After a great deal of consideration of various 

alternatives and their costs, revised plans were prepared. Professionally prepared scale 

drawings by Malcolm Padfield will be displayed at the Annual General Meeting for members 

to inspect. Briefly, we steepened the pitch of the roof, increased and improved the load bearing 

joists of what had been the-ceiling, provided extra roof insulation, inserted stairs, and made 

provision for a south-facing dormer window in the roof-space. Additional lighting, and a 

regulation fire escape, were included, and a welcome bonus of under-eaves locker space 

materialised. The whole estimates were reassessed to cover the additions, 5% increased 

building costs, and a contractors' charges to erect the bare shell of the building. The revised 

plans and a full statement for an increased grant were returned to London at the end of April. 

Since then we have been patiently waiting a reply. In our favour, we have the wholehearted 

support of the Department's local Her Majesty's Inspector, and the backing of the Somerset 

Education Committee. Also, it is probably fair to assume that the Department's request for a 

revision means that our proposals have been accepted in principle. It is just a little frustrating 

that yet another summer has passed by without us being able to take advantage of it. Having 

been awarded the grant, the next step would be to submit our drawings and specifications to 

the North Somerset Area Committee for Full Planning approval. This could take up to, and 

beyond, two months, and so it is unlikely that much more will be done at Upper Pitts this 

calendar year. The site is now ready; fencing, land drainage, access, parking, and mains water 

have been organised and paid for, while mains electricity runs across the site. In anticipation 

the Club has acquired a concrete mixer, painters' steps, and certain tools that have proved 

invaluable already. Also, as reported at the beginning of this Journal, we have been kindly 

donated six metal frame beds in excellent condition. To what extent one can draw deep 

conclusions from the purchase of four toilets at a sale, and the excavating of Mendip's largest 

septic tank pit with a capacity of some 2,000 gallons, I propose to leave to the imagination! 

For the while, we can sit and contemplate a bright future, or get on with our caving of course. 
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At first, the new year did not bring much fortune to our diggers. William Stanton returned 

from Portugal for a short holiday to continue his onslaught on Reservoir Hole, which I am 

reliably informed still appears promising. Meanwhile, our members at the North Hill dig 

adjacent Upper Pitts must have passed all records for persistence without just reward, yet 

continued undaunted! The Wessex Digging Team, ably organised by Alan Surrall was sadly 

thwarted by the collapse of Fairman's Folly following the spring rains, but, equally undaunted 

they turned their attention to the old Nine Barrows Swallet dig., To no small extent, this "on 

the rebound" action can be attributed to the fact that nearby Upper Pitts even then had become 

a real centre of caving activities. The car park has been packed with members' cars on many a 

weekend and holiday period in recent months. The first account of the digging, eventual 

discovery, and exploration of Nine Barrows Swallet is published elsewhere in this Journal, 

and needs little further comment from me, except perhaps to refer to my earlier remarks, that 

this achievement by Wessex members bodes well for further discoveries in the area. Even at 

this time, John Cornwell, with others, has opened up another even more impressive and 

lengthy system leading from the sink just across the field from Nine Barrows. These 

discoveries, along with the potential of the North Hill Swallet dig, are sufficient proof that, on 

our, own doorstep, much remains to be found. The Club can take pride in the fact that its 

members have taken the initiative in launching what promises to become another important 

era of caving discoveries on Mendip. Where did all this start? It is probably fair to answer, 

largely through our fortuitous choice of a new Headquarters site at Upper Pitts. Already, it is 

truly becoming the geographical and social centre amidst Mendip's most prolific caving 

region; and all this before any buildings have appeared! 

 

The long awaited underground water tracing project on Central Mendip got underway in ideal 

weather conditions just after last Christmas. David Drew, in the Department of Geography at 

the University of Bristol, organised a first Class comprehensive survey of the area, and was 

helped by several Wessex members working on a day and night shift work system. Hillgrove 

was used as a base throughout the whole operation. "Stop press" news of the very interesting 

results of the survey were published in Journals No. 110 and 111, and their analysis suggest 

that much undiscovered open cave lies between Wookey Hole and Priddy Nine Barrows 

catchment; another spur to cavers in the district. It is planned that the full water tracing and 

hydrological survey of the Mendip should be developed over a period of years. Knowing that 

cave passages are there is one thing, but actually locating them is quite another problem. As 

you will have seen at the beginning of this Journal, the Club has now got the late Prof. 

Palmer's georesistivity apparatus serviceable. Simple test runs over the Nine Barrows system 

do indicate that the equipment can be claimed as able to position shallow passages and 

chambers. We look forward to further experiments by John Church with considerable 

optimism. 

 

 



260 

 

It is not without sound reason, therefore, that we have to continually develop new and 

increasingly more technical “aids” to cave exploration. I am pleased to report that the Wessex 

have taken up the challenge afforded by members' activities in the fields of water tracing, 

georesistivity, and the like, by evolving a scheme through which we can publish Occasional 

Papers. Along with the Honorary Treasurer, Journal Editor, and Librarian, the full Committee 

have developed this additional service into a working proposition, and right now we are only 

awaiting copy of David Drew's researches before going to print for the first time. We have 

thought long and hard, not only about the mechanics and economics of the venture, but also 

about its main aims and objects. It is not envisaged that the Occasional Papers will detract in 

any way from the standards of the Club Journal, which, justifiably I think, we can be proud of 

and must guard jealously. Neither, on the other hand, do we intend to undermine the scope of 

the national and international publications such as those of the Cave Research Group. At the 

same time, we are conscious that we must not contribute to the proliferation of publications 

which seem to bedevil the caving world at present; all too many of which have negligible 

circulations and lose important original works in a mass of inconsequential "news" and "logs" 

of little value to caving as a whole. As the largest caving organisation with a reputable 

tradition in publishing caving literature, we feel strongly that we have both the resources and 

the membership to match the challenge. These publications will receive the widest distribution 

possible, and, we hope, recognition. We intend to do the job properly. It is fitting that one of 

the early "papers" will be a tribute to our first President, the late Mr. H.S. Balch. Already we 

have received contributions from well-known writers who actually knew and worked with 

Mr. Balch during the "pioneer days" of caving on Mendip. In due course, I trust that this 

publication will go a long way to redress the completely unworthy impression given by Peter 

Johnson in "The History of Mendip Caving", that this truly kind and dynamic gentleman was 

conceited and "deliberately falsified the facts". How preposterous this allegation is! 

 

There comes a time, usually a fleeting moment, when all conditions are ripe to embark into 

new fields. The Occasional Paper scheme arose from such an event, and had to be seized 

while circumstances pointed to its desirability. Oddly enough, these circumstances arose out 

of the problems that faced us at the beginning of the year concerning Journal Production. By 

solving these, a host of cherished aims suddenly became possible. Last year's Annual General 

Meeting gave the incoming Committee a general mandate to explore new methods of 

producing and circulating the Journal; a vital problem which had long been growing beyond 

"do-it-yourself" proportions. It was one of the first tasks we set ourselves, and, having 

explored all possibilities, an acceptable solution was reached. The first issue in November was 

the last in a long line of stencilled publications. Since then the Journal has been sub-contracted 

out, being printed by offset-litho. The old covers and quarto format have been retained in 

order to give the necessary continuity to Volume 9, and it is this alone which is responsible for 

the quality of print not reaching its full potential for the machine is not really geared to this 

paper size, A bare glance at any line drawings is sufficient to convince one of the excellent 
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presentation the process is capable of achieving. On concluding Volume 9 we will then be free 

to adopt the system the machine is designed for, and the print will then be of the highest 

offset-litho standards. At least our Editor can channel his considerable energies into the work 

of a real editor, rather than being a “slave master” as hitherto; line drawings and surveys cost 

no more than text, and photographs reproduce with more, satisfying definition and contrast. 

The number of copies is no longer a critical factor; indeed, it is easier for the machine to run 

off more than less within broad limits; and, all this at little extra cost: as the Annual Statement 

of Accounts will show. Immediately the possibility of wider circulation, and perhaps even 

sales, becomes, practical; and so, with many members who are exploring fields which deserve 

more lengthy and technical treatment than desirable in the Journal, we arrive at the Occasional 

Papers scheme. 

 

While on the topic of publications, members will no doubt be pleased to hear that we intend to 

produce a ''Club Handbook" towards the close of this calendar year. Many officers and 

committee members are constantly receiving letters requesting information on how to obtain 

tackle for expeditions away from Mendip, access to our Headquarters, and numerous other 

queries. This is quite understandable, and very necessary of course in a large club, with new 

members joining from time to time, who are naturally keen to "learn the Ropes". Each new 

member would receive a copy of the handbook following their election. Indeed it might well 

be a good thing to draft the handbook so that it would serve also as an up-to-date prospectus. 

Many of us still recall the original Club Prospectus with much amusement, and, while the new 

version would have to be prepared with a different content and format, I am certain that it will 

prove as valuable and appealing. 

 

The full Committee have met on eight occasions since the end of the last Club Year, and have 

a further and final meeting before the coming Annual General Meeting to ensure that the 

changeover to our successors takes place smoothly and purposefully. Continuity is vital. At 

the Committee Meetings, 23 Ordinary members have been elected and 1 joint member. 

Applications for affiliation from three school caving clubs are pending, and it is interesting to 

note that we have had to decline requests for affiliation from eight different college societies 

under the terms of our Rules. During the same period, two members have formally resigned 

on emigrating and a further 29 have failed to renew their subscriptions, though this includes 3 

Joint members. Of the latter it is interesting to note that well over half had moved; since last 

year and had not notified us of their new address, or left any forwarding address, and so 

cannot easily be traced. It is a sobering thought that some 90 copies of the Journal have gone 

astray in this manner and it is conservatively estimated that this has cost the Club over £10 

during the year. Our Journal Circulation Officer now makes sure that his address is franked on 

all Journal envelopes in the hope that, undelivered ones will find their way back to us. It can 

be claimed of course, that this "wastage" is offset by the fact that newly elected members do 

not receive any back-numbers of the Journals issued prior to the date they are elected during 
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any Club Year, but, I feel that this case should not be used as a potent argument in defence of 

the status pro. To some extent we must accept wastage of this sort as inevitable, but, at the 

same time, it would be interesting to hear members’ views as to how it might be minimised; 

and, should not newly elected members get the Journals which their annual subscription really 

entitles them to receive? 

 

Before concluding my observations on our membership this year, it should be recorded that 

we now have a total of 311 members (including 42 Joint members), and 5 Affiliated Clubs. 

These figures compare with the previous four years of 318 (46 Joint in 1965-66, 308 (42 

Joint) in 1964-65, 305 (38 Joint) in 1963-64 and 305 (30 Joint) in 1962-63- During the same 

four years the number of members we lose each year lies between close extremes of 18 and 

31, whereas our intake fluctuates wildly. Concerning the remarkably consistent level of the 

former figures, an inspection of the records reveals that the greater percentage have been 

members for but two years before losing interest. It does seem, therefore, that those members 

who weather the two to three year "itch" maintain a lasting interest in caving and the Wessex. 

The steady growth of Joint Members shows that marriage is no longer the critical point that 

many of us have supposed in the past. Perhaps the noticeable and recent swelling of our ranks 

by the fair sex (unmarried) is further proof that contemporary caving cannot be claimed as 

such a manly pursuit as all that; or, is the converse true, in that the only real men with any 

vestige of appeal today are found in circles like caving? On a more serious note, though 

equally as puzzling, one must draw attention to the fact that our membership intake this year 

has taken one of its periodic plunges well below the mean. Such fluctuations appear to run in 

three year cycles, and this in itself may be significant; nevertheless, I cannot help but wonder 

to what extent the great preoccupation over our increase in size has, unwittingly or otherwise, 

at last filtered through to would-be cavers and members. In the past we have talked a great 

deal about restricting our size, and I am now certain that such negative thinking is both 

foolhardy and contrary to the natural course of events that should be fostered in any 

organisation: least of all the Wessex. This is why the Club must think positively about more 

and even better Journals, a more spacious Headquarters, and so on. For what it is worth, that is 

my own opinion, but one that I know is shared by increasingly more members. You cannot 

mark time and expect to get anywhere worthwhile. More than likely, you will be overtaken 

and will not be able to summon up sufficient steam to engage in a high geared pursuit. So, 

quite justifiably, you fall behind and decline. What I have reported already, and what is to 

follow, will demonstrate convincingly that our machine has been well serviced and tuned this 

year, and is accelerating forward towards an expected high performance. Now, a few words 

about the engine. 

 

The fourteen officers and members on the Committee have sat for what totals well over a 

continuous day in their formal deliberations on the affairs of the Club. The attendance record 

has exceeded 80%, four having been present on all occasions, and a further four having 
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missed only one meeting of the eight. At no time have less than nine sat down to any meeting, 

and the mean has been twelve. To this one must add several sub-Committee meetings. During 

the year 35 official Club caving trips have been organised, to include numerous trips to South 

Wales, to Derbyshire, Yorkshire, South Devon, the Forest of Dean, and the hardy annual to 

Steep Holm. New innovations have been a "beginners' day" and an introduction to rock 

climbing in two phases. Add to this over eight other official meetings, and you have a record 

programme offering something to members nearly every week on average. The latter 

functions have ranged from a Jumble Sale to a first class film show and talk by John Earle of 

the B.B.C., who was on Eric Shipton’s small party to climb virgin peaks in Tierra del Fuego. 

There has been no official Club expedition abroad this year, although many members have 

been caving all over Europe, and as far afield as Jamaica. No doubt we shall read of their 

adventures in future issues of the Journal, and perhaps even an Occasional Paper. Mention of 

trans-Atlantic caving prompts me to remind members that, if we have not organised a foreign 

trip this year, then next summer could compensate in the grand manner should preparations to 

visit the United States continue to run smoothly. While the extra-caving functions have been 

the province of your committee members almost exclusively, it is indeed gratifying to see that 

my plea last year for more non-committee members to run trips has had a generous response. 

In fact 28 of the 35 caving trips have been led by non-committee members, and we owe them 

considerable thanks for their efforts particularly as the main body of people attending the trips, 

on Mendip at least, are beginners, and prospective members. Therefore, the leaders not only 

do the Club a great service, but also caving as a whole. 

 

This year we have continued to provide a fairly comprehensive range of equipment supplies 

and services to members, and, indeed, to other cavers who wish to take advantage of what we 

stock. Details of these Sales Services are to be found in the "Club News" of this issue and so 

need not be duplicated here. However, I should draw attention to the fact that, despite much 

effort, we have unfortunately been unable to repeat last year's bulk purchase of cells and 

headsets from collieries that have closed down. Our friends in the North are very much on the 

spot when these come up for tender, and they have managed to scoop most sales lately. 

Nevertheless, we are still hopeful as there are signs that we may have found new contacts 

through which advance information of pending sales may be forthcoming. Only a big club 

like ours can afford to tender for large quantities of redundant equipment of the order we have 

successfully acquired previously. At the same, time we must be careful and selective about the 

amount of capital we tie up in stocks for the present. We cannot afford to commit ourselves to 

large bids for equipment which might take a long time to resell to members because it is not in 

high demand. We have carefully done our consumer research on this based on recent 

experience in providing nearly everything which any caver might need, from, boiler suits to 

carbide lamp prickers. Clearly, amongst members, there is a growing demand for "electrics" at 

the expense of carbide, and so, while we aim to provide fuel and essential small part spares for 

the latter our sights are set more realistically towards Nife cells and the like. To offset what 
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might be viewed as an imbalance in the services we offer to members, we have negotiated a 

10% discount at Messrs. Bryants of Bristol, as reported in "Club News". Here it is possible to 

purchase a wide variety of new equipment, including caving helmets and carbide lamps, at 

prices which we would be unable to compete with effectively, even if we did hold our own 

stocks. Other sales services include large scale surveys of most of Mendips’ cave systems, and 

back reprints and issues of the Journal as approved by a recent Annual General Meeting. Once 

again these will be on sale at the coming A.G.M. for members to inspect and we hope to have 

copies of the first surveys of the new Nine Barrows Swallet and Sludge Pit (or Boveway's 

Cavern) systems. 

 

As expected, our tackle has continued to come in for frequent and heavy use, for apart from all 

the official Club trips reported earlier, members have taken part in countless other trips as the 

Hillgrove Logbook shows. At some convenient time in the near future we hope that these 

ventures will be published in the same way that the record from 1954-1963 was made 

generally available. Last October I reported that somewhere over 12,000 feet of ladder had 

been used by members during the year This year I calculate from the Tackle Register that 

some 1,000 feet of ladder has been climbed on Mendip alone, and this excludes a store of 300 

feet in Yorkshire for the convenience of members living in the area, and those who frequent 

the Pennines. A further 300 feet held by me has been distributed to parties caving in regions as 

far afield as Austria and Jamaica. If we take the tackle stored at Hillgrove as a fair sample, it 

can be estimated with considerable accuracy that each individual length of ladder has been 

used about 70 times during the year, and climbed nearly 500 times! Most of that ladder is now 

four years old or more, and so it does not need me to emphasize what sterling services we 

have received from our tackle. Measures are now being taken to check and repair even the 

slightest signs of deterioration thoroughly, and we anticipate more new ladder coming into 

service shortly. During the year new tethers have been made up, and 2 x 120 feet lengths of 

Ulstron rope purchased. Our total length of artificial fibre lifelines is appropriately over double 

that of our ladders. 

 

Before concluding these paragraphs on the facilities the Club provides members, I must draw 

attention to the obvious, in that the quality and quantity of what we provide depends almost 

entirely on the care in use, cleaning, and storing, that members are prepared to exercise. 

Sometimes, it is all too easy to forget these, particularly the latter two at the end of a long trip. I 

can only reiterate the perennial please, that members must look after their tackle and not 

expect some fairy godmother to watch over it. Exactly the same applies to our huts of course, 

particularly the much frequented Hillgrove H.Q. I suspect that, this year, my observations on 

the ''pull'' of South Wales will be borne out by slightly lower figures than usual on the numbers 

of residents at the huts. This is certainly so at our Eastwater Hut, and I am sure that the 

Honorary Treasurer’s Report will substantiate it as a general trend through an inspection of the 

income from hut fees. The greater freedom of movement residents have enjoyed by this 
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temporary relaxing of numbers to more reasonable proportions at Hillgrove convincingly 

underlines our need for more spacious accommodation, for the hut has been kept much tidier 

and in good trim of late despite its advancing years and heavy use. 

 

The Club Library continues to grow, for now we receive caving publications from 

28.different clubs and societies at an ever increasing rate. In turn we forward our Journal to 

two dozen such bodies in this country and overseas. Most of these publications are stored by 

our Librarian, and members have access to them by application. At Hillgrove I am always 

impressed by the considerable use made of the few books we house there, especially the 

bound volumes of the Club Journal which now number 1 to 8, Volume 9 is of course nearly 

complete. In these we have what must be the most comprehensive record, not only of the 

Wessex, but also of caving on the Mendips. Therefore, it is fitting that identical sets of our 

publications are generally available through the Bristol Central Reference Library and the 

Somerset County Archives at Bridgewater, I am told that these sets come in for a considerable 

amount of use, especially in Bristol where we have a regular readership. It is interesting to 

compare a few simple statistics over the years with regard to various issues of the Journal. 

This Club Year the five issues of the Journal, have run into a total of some 71,000 words on a 

quarto format; recent issues may appear thinner, but this is a result of the paper thickness used 

in the offset-litho process, and is nothing to do with the content. A decade ago, in 1956-57 the 

Journal was produced on a sixmo format, and during that year, members received some 

48,000 words in print. An increase of about 48% represents a considerable achievement, 

especially as the “Fifties” are often regarded as the “Golden Era” of post-War caving on 

Mendip. The first complete Club Year we returned to a quarto format was 1962-63 when 

members received Journals containing a total of about 69,000 words. Indeed, each year since 

then the contents seem to increase by a very regular 1.3%, that is a round 4% total increase. 

Now we have no worries about production and distribution. I wonder to what extent this rate 

of growth might tend to increase. I know the Editor is rarely at a loss for material to publish, 

and this might well be the time to consider a more reasoned Editorial Policy concerning the 

size and number of issues a year; taken of course, in the light of our proposed Occasional 

Papers. Experience elsewhere shows quite definitely that the standards of articles and copy 

submitted always improve when the possibility of editorial rejection or amendment requests 

threaten authors. We have a good tradition here, but once again I stress the value of being able 

to seek improvements all the time. 

 

Value for money is one of the great slogans of our time. While this topic is primarily the realm 

of the Honorary Treasurer's Report at the A.G.M. I feel bound to include a few brief 

observations on this which might be expanded when everyone meets in mid-October. The 

Journal seems as good an item to start with as any, for it is the main service which all 

members avail themselves of. I have already instanced the percentage increases in the content 

of the Journal over the past ten years, and, quite obviously, there have been even greater 



266 

 

increases in the cost of its production. In 1955-57 the Journal costs came to around £52; in 

1962-63 it had jumped to £111, and, it is estimated that this year the expenditure will be 

somewhere over £170. This latter figure means that the Journal is absorbing something 

approaching 60% of the total income through members subscriptions, or about 12/- of every 

member's £1 annual subscription. Over the years we have carefully cultivated a situation 

whereby our huts are comfortably self-supporting through the fees of those who use them, and 

thus we are left with a budget of barely 8/- per member to administer the Club’s affairs, buy 

and maintain tackle, meet other day to day expenses, and embark on new worthwhile projects. 

The 8/- per member is becoming an increasingly marginal value, and so we have relied 

heavily in recent years on the extra income we can accumulate through providing sales 

services to members. Yet, it is well known that any sales fluctuate particularly when you rely 

on very uncertain sources of supply like closing collieries, and so on. We have found it 

necessary to offset this uncertain income by holding Jumble Sales, launching a Hut Fund 

Appeal, and now we are intending to organise a Draw. These relatively new innovations 

almost inevitably devolve onto the already hardworking members of the Committee, and are 

absolutely essential if we are to erect a new headquarters at Upper Pitts worthy of the Wessex 

at a cost of over £4,000. Already, we have a substantial sum towards this venture, and 

everything on the new site has been paid for to date. There is still a long way to go, but we can 

do it granted support from members. At the A.G.M. the Committee intend to present 

propositions that will ease the financial burden on the present members of the Club. Full 

details of these proposals will be circulated to you all with the final notices and agenda for the 

A.G.M. We appeal most strongly to each one of you to make your membership of the Wessex 

really mean something positive rather than passive. 

 

In my previous two Reports I have dwelt for some time on caving as a whole, and to the role 

that I envisaged the Wessex should play. In all modesty, I think it true to record that we have 

enjoyed a fair reputation in this direction, and long may this continue. I sincerely hope that we 

do not get so wrapped-up in our ambitions for ourselves alone that we turn our backs on the 

caving world we which we belong. However, perhaps I will be forgiven if, for the moment, I 

instance but a few features of what we have done directly to further the interests of Caving 

rather than those of the Club. Last October the Honorary Secretary of the Mendip Rescue 

Organisation made an eloquent and impassioned plea for more evidence of active Wessex 

support by way of rescue practices. I hope that we have responded to this request adequately 

since then. Over 20 members living in Bristol are on standby whenever needed for a rescue, 

and have trained together frequently in groups and as a team. Add to this 8 members who are 

M.R.O. Wardens, 4 Medical Wardens, and at least a further half a dozen members regularly 

called out in and around Wells, and you have a potential Wessex rescue "squad" of some 40 

strong! Perhaps we should endeavour to hold the next Wessex A.G.M, after a full scale call-

out. During the year we have taken the initiative over a thorough overhaul of the Lamb Leer 

fixtures, especially the Main Chamber platform as it has given some cause for anxiety of late. 
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Recently, we have been asked by Mr. and Mrs. Gibbons at Eastwater Farm to promote a 

general cavers' meeting to discuss the reopening of Eastwater Cavern. We have five members 

actively contributing to the Mendip Survey Colloquium, and are represented on the Mendip 

Cave Registry, the executive of the Council of the Southern Caving Clubs, and the 

Charterhouse Caving Committee. Not a bad spread of interests I feel. 

 

So far I have refrained deliberately from referring to the administrative work of individual 

officers and members of the Committee by name. To no small extent of course, when you 

accept nomination to serve on the Committee of any organisation you have accepted the trust 

of members, and so have the responsibility to give the best you can. It is hardly up to me to 

judge the merits, or otherwise, of a body which I am directly involved with; I sincerely hope 

that members who have managed to read this far will approve of the progress we have made 

together, and the manner in which it has been achieved, as reported here. Those of us whom 

you deem to have lived up to the high standards handed down by our predecessors will have 

indeed carried out their duties in the best possible way for the Club. This is my third, and, for 

the time being at least, last Annual Report as your Secretary. I trust members will forgive me 

just this once if I do not seek to praise separately each member who has contributed something 

of value while I have been in office; the list would be very lengthy. Rather, I would prefer to 

thank one and all collectively for their support and hard work on behalf of the Club. Those 

who are retiring from being actively involved in administration will I hope have a well-earned 

rest. Those who intend to stand for re-election and election have my sincerest wishes to make 

the most of the considerable legacy that they will inherit. 

 

Jim Hanwell 

Wookey Hole 

 

August 26th 1967 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

In order to prolong the life of member's car batteries, I feel it is my duty to draw their attention to 

two points in J. Phillpott's article. 'Charging Nife Cells', (W.C.C. Journal No 112). The article 

advises that the positive rectifier output terminal be connected to the case of the unit. However, if, 

when used in a car (positive earth assumed), the case is attached to the metalwork of the car, the 

2.7 ohm fixed resistor is shorted out, thus defeating the object of its inclusion. I feel that the best 

solution is to leave both output terminals of the rectifier floating, and to have no electrical 

connection to the case of the charger, with the exception of the mains earth. 

Secondly, the article states: "It is advisable to connect the negative output to earth ....". Surely this 

should read: "It is inadvisable to etc:...", as connection as per the article will result in a very hot 

rheostat, if not a burnt out ammeter! 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

John Church. 

 

************** 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

I am grateful for John Church's observations. 

 

With regard to the first point mentioned, I agree entirely with his deductions and his solution; 

however, I would point out that the circuit diagram shows no earth on the rectifiers. Originally, it 

was my intention to put the 2.7 ohm resistor where the word 'INNER' is written, thus overcoming 

the problem. 

 

With regard to the second point, again I am in agreement but this time, I think it was a typist's 

error somewhere along the line (before I received the article. Ed.). 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

John Phillpott. 
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WHITSUN IN DERBYSHIRE 

 

David Westlake 

 

About half a dozen members made their way from various parts of the country to Edale at 

Whitsun, arriving on the Friday evening around midnight. Fortunately the weather was kind 

enough to enable everyone to pitch their tents and retire in comfort. 

 

Saturday morning was completely different. We awoke to find the camp site sodden from heavy 

rain during the night and nobody felt like caving. However at 10.30 a party consisting of Pete 

Bentley, Dave Edwards, Gerry Hayes and myself decided to go to Giants Hole and meet Jeff 

Phillips from the Sheffield University Speleological Society for a "filthy five" trip. Because of the 

weather, Jeff Phillips was not at Giants, so we proceeded on our own, taking a smaller amount of 

tackle. Almost immediately after entering the cave Gerry Hayes, who had accidentally left his wet 

suit at home, complained of the cold and the effect of it on a previously damaged knee. He 

nevertheless offered to help take the tackle as far as "Backwash Sump" and then left the cave. 

 

Thus, our party diminished, we pressed on to the first pitch, laddered it and moved on to the “Crab 

Walk” which is the most monotonous bit of passage in the cave, and eventually we arrived at 

Valentine's Sump. We lowered the water and managed to get about 25 ft. to a small bell-shaped 

chamber. The way on was through another sump so we set to and managed to lower this by a few 

inches. 

 

Meanwhile, Jeff Phillips and a friend, together with another Wessex member, Gerry Hand, who 

had spent the night in Chapel-en-le-Frith, had arrived at Giants, held a quick conversation with 

Gerry Hayes who had got back to the barn, and set off in pursuit of us. They assumed, however, 

that we would not be doing the "filthy five" trip in view of the small party and that we would be 

taking the alternative route to the bottom of the cave via "Geology'. It wasn't until they were half 

drowned by the water from our baling operations which poured onto their heads when they 

climbed down to "Geology" that they realised where we were and were able to meet us. 

 

We held a discussion as to the best way down the cave, when Jeff Phillips pointed out that we 

hadn't brought enough tackle to complete the "filthy five" so we descended via "Geology"! 

Approaching the first of the Cascades we realised the water was very high and we were doubtful 

of getting to the bottom. We did, however, get below this cascade to the head of the last cascade, 

but then decided it would be prudent to call it a day, so a long trip to the surface was commenced. 

This passed without incident and we emerged from the cave 5½ hours after descending, to find it 

still raining. 

 

The next day (Sunday) we decided to go to Eldon Hole. The weather was perfect, in fact most of 

us would have preferred to sunbathe, as we set off across the hillside. Arriving at the pothole we 

were interested to see a group of cavers laddering the pitch and it transpired that they were from 
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Mendip Caving Group - it's a small world. Unfortunately our troubles really started here. Whilst 

laddering the pot it was found that one of the ladders was weak and as soon as any pressure was 

applied one of the side wires snapped! Fortunately we had a spare ladder and managed to ladder 

the pot. Four of us got to the bottom, Pete Bentley, Dave Edwards, Gerry Hand and myself, and I 

think all would agree with me when I say that resting on a swinging ladder at least 10 feet from 

either wall or a drop of about 150 feet which is in daylight all the way down is unnerving to say 

the least! 

 

Finally I must record my appreciation to Jeff Phillips and his fellow members of S.U.S.S. for their 

help and for their kind offer of accommodation at their Club Hut for future trips. Without their 

help I'm sure the trip would not have been the success it was. 
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MENDIP NOTES 

 

Schizomycetes 

 

A new look on the Swildons Forty 

 

On the 6th August, Oliver Lloyd having discussed the matter with Mr. Maine, went down 

Swildons with the intention of removing the mini pipe preparatory to putting the new pipe in. 

However, once the mini pipe was out of the way, Oliver remembered some advice given fifteen 

years ago by Tratty (Tratraan, E.K. , 1952, W.C.C. Journal No 33, p 7) who pointed out that there 

was a small hole in the basin behind the lip of the ladder pitch, which, if enlarged, would send all 

the water down to the ledge 10 ft. below. "There", he suggested, "it could be collected in a pipe 

and turned across the face of the pitch". What Tratty didn't notice was that there was a natural 

funnel in the back of the ledge, which would carry the drip down the next 15 feet to the second 

ledge. The upper opening was 12" x 6", and the lower one much narrower. A carefully tamped 

charge on the 9th August enlarged the hole in the basin to 2' x 1' and sent all the water down to the 

back of the first ledge where it entered the natural funnel. A second charge on the 16th August 

enlarged the lower end of the funnel to an adequate size for high water. The only part of the pitch 

which is now wet is the bottom 10 feet or less, so completely obviating mini-rescues, except under 

extreme flood conditions. Two things remain to be done however, the first is to restore the lip 

where the pipe was, so preventing water spilling over the top. The second is to watch carefully the 

behaviour of the water in high normal conditions, when it is quite possible that some water 

bouncing off the first ledge may go forward into the pot instead of back into the funnel. 

 

Cave Rescue Council 

 

On Saturday, 24th June, a meeting of the majority of the Rescue Organisations in the country was 

held at Settle, the M.R.O. being one of the organisations which were represented. At this meeting 

it was agreed to form a national body on behalf of the cave rescue organisations in order to obtain 

national recognition for cave rescue organisations, allocate coverage to area which at present do 

not have any rescue organisation, help establish rescue facilities in areas needing help, and provide 

liaison between areas or even countries in the event of a major incident. The constitution of the 

Council was such that it could not become a rescue organisation in itself, and had no powers over 

the affairs of its constituent members, John Plowes was appointed the Secretary, and was to 

proceed with getting in touch with the Home Office as soon as possible. The next meeting of the 

Council is to take place in Bristol on September 30th at the National Cave Rescue Conference. 

 

Lose one cave... 

 

On the 5th August 1967i the entrance ruckle to Eastwater Swallet collapsed. Fortunately, it is 

believed that no one was in the cave at the time. It appears that about 250 cu. ft. of earth and 

boulders have subsided, mostly on the near side of the entrance pitch, but partly on the right as 
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well. The far wall and most of the left wall are intact. The subsidence has left rather fragile 

overhangs on each of the affected sides, and a gaping hole about 4 feet across on the near side, 

separated from the grating by a thin bridge of concrete in which the grating is set. While it is 

impossible to tell how far the collapse extends down into the boulder ruckle, the whole entrance is 

in a very dangerous condition and it does not appear possible to enter the cave at present. Mr. 

Gibbons, the farmer, is rather upset, particularly since several people have been probing around in 

the collapse, so he consulted Jim Hanwell, who on the 9th August posted some notices asking 

people to keep clear of the cave. Mr. Gibbons hopes that all the major Mendip Clubs will get 

together and advise him whether it is possible to reopen the system, and if so, how. Accordingly, a 

meeting has been arranged for the 24th September to discuss the problem. Rumour has it that 

tenders have been invited for the job, and that the Wessex Digging Team are hot favourites for the 

contract, though a rival scheme for digging up the North Hill shaft and transporting it over to 

Eastwater has a lot to recommend it. 

 

.......and find another 

 

On the weekend that various disillusioned people were examining the collapse of Eastwater, a 

new cave was discovered on Mendip. During the previous week four students from Bridgewater 

Technical College: Clive North, Colin Rodgers, Christopher Richards and Bernard Evered had 

been digging in a depression, with explosive assistance from John Cornwell, in the same field as 

Nine Barrow Swallet, only higher up and on the opposite side of the field. The site had been 

picked out by the Bridgewater lads by examination of aerial photographs which they had taken 

when they had hired a plane and flown over the area - a method of cave searching which your 

scribe has not previously heard of being used in this country before. On Saturday, 12th August, 

entry was gained, after only a week’s digging, into a small chamber, from here a 20 feet pitch led 

into a large passage descending fairly steeply with a small stream flowing in the end section of the 

passage, until it ended in a mud choke. In addition some passages leading off up towards the 

surface were explored on this first trip - an estimated 1,000 feet of cave passage having been 

discovered. Since then, more passage has been discovered behind the pitch and digging is in 

progress at the bottom mud choke under the direction of John Cornwell. Meanwhile, Denis 

Warburton has been busy, and a preliminary survey appears on the opposite page. The total 

estimated passage length is about 1,500 feet, and the depth about 190 feet. At present, no official 

name has been decided upon for this cave. 
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LIGHT-WEIGHT DOUBLE LIFELINING PULLEY BLOCKS. 

 

C.  Pickstone 

 

A few years ago a number of pulley blocks were manufactured by the writer for the purpose of 

double lifelining on ladder pitches. Since these blocks seem to have aroused considerable interest, 

it was felt that it would be a good idea if the constructional details were made available - if only to 

stem the high loss rate of Club pulleys (of the six originally made, only two now remain!). It was 

originally decided to manufacture the pulley blocks, because it was felt that none of the 

commercially available pulley blocks fully satisfied the demands of cave use. The design takes 

into consideration many of the criticisms of commercially available pulley blocks which have 

been brought to the attention of the writer through personal experience and the suggestions of 

other cavers. 

 

The block consists of a nylon bushed aluminium alloy pulley mounted upon a stainless steel 

spindle between Al alloy cheek plates. The block is supported by an Al alloy swivel block, which 

pivots on a stainless steel spindle in a plane parallel to that of the pulley. A stainless steel shackle is 

mounted on the swivel block, pivoting in a plane at right angles to the axis of the block. It was 

thought that two planes of swivel would be sufficient to ensure a clear run for the lifeline which 

has proved to be the case. The shackle was purchased from M.S. Gi.bb Ltd., Clock Tower 

Buildings, Warsash, Nr. Southampton (price 13/3. Cat 531L 3/3'' large D type), its specified 

breaking load is 7,800 lbs. A short stainless steel tommy bar was brazed onto the pin of the 

shackle to facilitate removal underground. The pulley and swivel block spindles are the weakest 

components of the block; using E58A stainless steel, the double shear arrangement gives a 

breaking load of 8,000 lbs. However, the pulley block can accommodate ropes up to 1.5 in. 

circumference and since a No 4 nylon rope has a breaking load of 4,200 lbs. the block has an 

adequate margin of strength; if the normal factor of safety employed in lifting tackle is used, it 

gives a safe working load of 1,300 lbs. for the pulley block. The construction is basically straight 

forward, since the drawings are self explanatory. But, care must be taken to ensure that no 

overtightening of the spindle nuts occur, as this would lead to tensile as well as shear stresses 

acting on the spindle with a consequent reduction in the strength of the pulley block. The block 

may be stripped down for cleaning if the peening of the spindles has not been overdone, the 

peening should only be enough to prevent the nuts loosening with vibration. 
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Cave Diving Hazards, by Oliver C. Lloyd. Reprinted from the Bristol Medic-Chirurgical Journal, April 

1967, and circulated with C.R.G. Newsletter No. 106, June 1967. 

 

This is a reprint of a lecture given by the author to a medical meeting in April 1967. He gives a short 

catalogue of some of the hazards associated with diving, including the basic physiology and then describes 

three cave-diving accidents. The lecture concludes with a brief survey of the changes occurring in the body 

in drowning and near-drowning, and the rationale behind basic resuscitation techniques. 

 

Although intended for a medical audience all the points discussed especially those in the first part of the 

paper, are basic common-sense, and require no special knowledge to understand. They are essential 

information for an amateur diver, and information which very few seem to possess. For instance, how 

many divers really understand why they are less buoyant at depth? 

 

In short, this little paper is excellent value and should be regarded as essential reading by aspirant C.D.G. 

members. 

************************************************ 

Österreichs längste und tiefste Möhlen [Austria's longest and deepest caves] General Editor Dr. H. Trimmel 

64 pp. 26 surveys published June 1966 by the Landesverein für Höhlenkunde in Wien and 

Niederösterreich:- A 1020 WIEN Obere Donaustrasse 99/7/1/3. Price: 50 Austrian Schillings. 

 

This book is an excellent guide to some of the largest caves in Austria. Each entry briefly mentions the 

situation, exploration history and some topographical and geological details. A short bibliography is also 

included. The surveys are of considerable interest, the many question marks showing the abundant scope 

for exploration in this country. There are Potholes like Ahnenschacht (Toten Gebirge) which descends for 

336 m (1,100 ft.) the first half at an angle of 70° and the latter half vertical. This in turn leads through an 

eye hole into another shaft which has been plumbed to a depth of 140 m (460 ft.) without finding the floor! 

 

The book is concluded with a list of the longest and deepest caves in the world up to December 1965. 

These tables alone make the book well worth buying. 

 

The three largest caves in the world are Höllock (Switzerland) 81,237 m (50.4 miles) Flint Ridge Cave 

(U.S.A.) 79,300 m (49.4 miles) and Mammoth Cave (U.S.A.) 37,300 m (46.2 miles). 

 

The three deepest caves are the Gouffre Berger (France) 1,122 m. (3,680 ft.), Sima de la Piedra de San 

Martin (Spain) Gouffre Pierre St. Martin? 1,110 m. (3,640 ft.) and Reseau Trombe (France) 911 m. (2,990 

ft.). 

 

The list of longest caves covers a total of 148 from U.S.A. to Red China. 

 

The length of British caves will probably cause considerable discussion. For the record the longest caves in 

Great Britain are given as Agen Allwedd 14,400 m. (8.9 miles), Easgill Cavern, 14,100 m. (8.7 miles), 

Mossdale Cavern 9,500 rn. (5.9 miles) and Swildons Hole 5,800 m. (3.6 miles). These occupy places 19, 

20, 38 and 75 respectively, in the world charts. 

ADO 


